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PREFACE.
This work was originally intended as a sketch to
be used for the purposes of the Centennial Committee
of Michigan, and was prepared in more haste than was
otherwise desirable. The time allowed for it was not
sufficient to permit any very extended researches among
original materials. Although, for some twenty years
past, the writer has made occasional collections of such
material, yet his work must be regarded as largely
compiled from his predecessors, who have been so fre-
quently relied on that this general acknowledgment is
more appropriate than would be any attempt to credit
them in particular places. He has drawn freely from
the Lanmans, and Mrs. Sheldon, from the " Historical
Sketches of Michigan," and from the local sketches of
Judge Witherell and Mr R. E. Roberts, as well as
from Parkman and the French authors — especially
Charlevoix, La Hontan, Hennepin, Tonty and Joutel, —
correcting them, so far as he could, by the French
documents. In matters concerning the War of 1812,
Mr. Lossing's *' Field-Book" has been of much service
Upon that war there is no lack of authentic documents
and histories.
Much, also, which has not been recorded by the
historians, has been found scattered through early and
modern biographies, books of travel, and other less pre-
tentious works, as well as in newspapers and private
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PREFACE. 
THIS work was originally intended as a sketch to 
be used for the purposes of the Centennial Committee 
of Michigan, and was prepared in more haste than was 
otherwise desirable. The time allowed for it was not 
sufficient to permit any very extended researches among 
original materials. Although, for some twenty years 
past, the writer has made occasional collections of such 
material, yet his work must be regarded as largely 
compiled from his predecessors, who have been so fre­
quently relied on that this general acknowledgment is 
more appropriate than would be any attempt to credit 
them in particular places. He has drawn freely from 
the Lanmans, and Mrs. Sheldon, from the " Historical 
Sketches of Michigan," and from the local sketches of 
Judge Witherell and Mr. R. E. Roberts, as well as 
from Parkman and the French authors - especially 
Charlevoix, La Hon tan, Hennepin, Tonty and J outel,­
correcting them, so far as he could, by the French 
documents. In matters concerning the War of 1812, 
Mr. Lossing's " Field-Book" has been of much service 
Upon that war there is no lack of authentic documents 
and histories. 
Much, also, which has not been recorded by the 
historians, has been found scattered through early and 
modern biographies, books of travel, and other less pre­
tentious works, as well as in newspapers and private 
IV PREFACE.
writings ; and many interesting facts appear incidentally
in public documents and land books and other local
records. The early recording officers placed on record
a great many private papers which were not muniments
of title, but related to family matters.
A long residence in Detroit has given some oppor-
tunities for procuring information from living sources, and
for observing things which were not without value for
reference. It has also enabled the writer to understand
and explain some things which could hardly be com-
prehended from writings alone. Many gentlemen have
busied themselves with gathering and preserving his-
torical material, and have accumulated much that, with
sufficient time and labor, will be some day made a very
valuable addition to the annals of Michigan and the
Northwest. Besides the numerous documents preserved
by the Historical Society, and the narratives and
sketches gathered by the Pioneer Society, it is not im-
proper to mention Hon. C. C. Trowbridge, Hon. Charles
I. Walker, Robert E. Roberts, Esq., Bela Hubbard, Esq.,
and Hon. Levi Bishop, as active workers in this field.
It is to be hoped that the results of Judge Walker's
diligent researches will be given to the public in a
durable form. To all these gentlemen, as well as to
Hon. E. A. Brush, and many other personal friends,
who have aided him by information and suggesti(^ns,
the writer records his acknowledgments.
He trusts that his imperfect sketch will not be
without some value, as a contribution upon a subject
which, as yet, has been very far from receiving ex-
haustive treatment from any one.
Detroit, May i, 1876.
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writings ; and many interesting facts appear incidentally 
in public documents and land books and other local 
records. The early recording officers placed on record 
a great many private papers which were not muniments 
of title, but related to family matters. 
A long residence in Detroit has given some oppor­
tunities for procuring information from living sources, and 
for observing things which were not without value for 
reference. It has also enabled the writer to understand 
and explain some things which could hardly be com­
prehended from writings alone. Many gentlemen have 
busied th ems elves with gathering and preserving his­
torical material, and have accumuhted much that, with 
sufficient time and labor, will be some day made a very 
valuable addition to the annals of Michigan and the 
Northwest. Besides the numerous documents preserved 
by the Historical Society, and the narratives and 
sketches gathered by the Pioneer Society, it is not im­
proper to mention Hon. C. C. Trowbridge, Hon. Charles 
I. Walker, Robert E. Roberts, Esq., Bela Hubbard, Esq., 
and Hon. Levi Bishop, as active wor-kers in this field. 
It is to be hoped that the results of Judge Walker's 
diligent researches will be given to the public in a 
durable form. To all these gentlemen, as well as to 
Hon. E. A. Brush, and many other personal friends, 
who have aided him by information and suggestiqns, 
the writer records his acknowledgments. 
He trusts that his imperfect sketch will not be 
without some value, as a contribution upon a subject 
which, as yet, has been very far from receiving ex­
haustive treatment from any one. 
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OUT LINES 
OF THE 
POLIT ICAL HISTORY OF M ICHIGAN. 
OUTLINES
OF THE
Political History of Michigan.
CHAPTER I.
PRELIMINARY.
The political history of Michigan, as a com-
munity governed by its own laws, dates back but
half a century. In the summer of 1824 the first
Legislative Council met, composed of nine mem-
bers, selected by the President and confirmed by
the Senate of the United States out of eighteen
persons chosen by the voters of Michigan Territory.
In 1827, for the first time a Council of thirteen sat,
who were chosen directly by popular vote. Since
that time the affairs of the people have been con-
trolled by their own representatives, subject, dur-
ing the territorial, stage, to a veto of the Gover-
nor appointed by the United States, and to re-
vision by Congress ; and since the organization
of the State to a qualified veto by their own
Governor.
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OUTLINES 
OF THE 
POLITICAL HISTORY OF MICHIGAN. 
CH A PTER I .  
PRELIMINARY. 
THE political history of Michigan, as a com­
munity governed by its own laws, dates back but 
half  a century. In  the summer of r 824 the first  
Legislative Council met, composed of n ine  mem­
bers, selected by the Preside nt and confirm ed by 
the Senate of the United States out of eighteen 
persons chosen -by the voters of Michigan Territory. 
In 182 7, - for the firs t  tim e. a Cou ncil of thirteen sat, 
who were chosen directly by popular vote . Since 
that time the affairs of  the people have been con­
trolled by their own representatives, subject, dur­
ing th_e territorial_ stage, to <:t vetq of the Gover­
nor appointed by the United States, and to re­
vision by Congress  ; and since the organization 
of the S tate to a qualified veto by their own 
Governor. 
1 
A INTERESTING ERA. [Chap. I.
If that only is political history which covers
the life of the people as a political commonwealth,
it would be safe to begin at the period of en-
franchisement, and to confine our attention to the
fortunes of this region since that time. The
whole population of European descent was then
less than twenty thousand. The cultivated lands,
if placed together, would not have covered a
single county. For about half the year there
was no intercourse with the outer world. The
completion of the Erie Canal was opening the
way for that great course of emigration which has
since brought into the West more people than
were at that time to be found in all the Northern
States ; and for some years thereafter a large
share of those who left New York and New
England to find new homes in the Northwest
settled in TMichigan. Several of our flourishing
towns were founded then or soon after.
The times were notable for other reasons.
Some disputed questions of boundary and in-
demnity under treaties with Great Britain had
just been determined, and the line between the
British and American islands in the dividing
waters of this frontier had been ascertained, so
that the limits of our jurisdiction were fixed for
the first time.
The completed half century of the republic
found us in treaty relations with the Empire of
Russia, and with the new American Republics of
North and South America, which our example
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2 INTERES'rlN'G ERA. [CHAP. J. 
If that only is political history which covers 
the life of the people as a political commonwealth, 
it would be safe to begin at the period of en­
franchisement, and to confine our attention to the 
fortunes of this region since that time. The 
:whole p�pulation of European descent was then 
less than twenty thousand. The cultivated lands, 
if placed together, would not have covered a 
single county. For about half the year there 
was no intercourse with the outer world. The 
completion of the Erie Canal was opening the 
way for that great course of emigration which has 
since brought into the West more people than 
we.re at that time to be found in all the Northern 
States ; anq for some years th�reafter a large 
, share of those who left New York and New 
.E!lgland to find new homes. in the Northwest sett,led in Michigan.. Several_ of our flourishing 
towns were founded then or soon after. 
• f 
The times were notable for other reasons. 
·Some disputed questions of .boundary and in­
demnity under treaties with Great Britain had 
·just been determined, and the line . between the 
British and American islands in the dividing 
waters of this frontier had been ascertained, so 
that the limits of our jurisdiction were. - fixed for 
the first time. 
The completed half century of the republic 
found us in treaty relations with the Empire of 
Russia, and with the new American Republics of 
North and South America, which our example 
Chap. I.] ORIGIN OF INSTITUTIONS. 5
had led to independence. The first combined
arrangements had been made with Great Britain
for checking the slave trade, which the completion
of the century finds practically abolished. The
history of Michigan, from that period, is one of
very rapid progress, and the last fifty years have
been remarkable years for the whole civilized
world.
But the earliest days of the life of any people
must always have some influence on the future,
and usually one which determines in no small
degree the character of popular institutions and
progress. The institutions of the United States
are mostly natural developments from those of
the earliest settlements ; and those, again, were
modifications of the older British customs, which
have been vigorous and adaptable since times
more distant than any of w^hich we have complete
histories.
The settlements in Michigan were made very
early, and the Canadian annals, to which our first
history belongs, date back of most of those of
the English colonies. The beginnings of Cana-
dian colonization appeared more promising than
those of New England or Virginia. None of the
thirteen commonwealths that declared their inde-
pendence had ever been watched by Great Britain
with that solicitude which was spent on the French
provinces by their home government, or which
has been bestowed on Canada since the other
British possessions separated from it.
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CHAP. I.] ORIGI N  OF I NSTITUTIONS. 3 
had led to independence. The first combined 
arrangements had been made with Great Britain 
for checking the slave trade, which the completion 
of the century finds practically abolished. The 
history of Michigan, from that period, is one of 
very rapid progress, and the last fifty years have 
been remarkable years for the whole civilized 
world. 
But the earliest days of the life of any people 
must always have some influence on the future, 
and usually one which determines in no small 
degree the character of popular institutions and 
progress. The institutions of the United States 
are mostly natural developments from ·those of 
the earliest settlements ; and those, again, were 
modifications of the older British customs, which 
have been vigorous and adaptable since times 
more distant than any of which we· have complete 
histories. 
The settlements in Michigan were made very 
early, and the Canadian annals, to which our first 
history belongs, date back of most of those of 
the English colonies. The beginnings of Cana­
dian colonization appeared more promising than 
those of New England or Virg,inia. None of the 
thirteen commonwealths that declared their inde­
pendence had ever been watched by Gre�t Britain 
with that solicitude which was spent on the French 
provinces by their home government, or which 
has been bestowed on Canada since the other 
British possessions separated from it. 
4 EARLY FRENCH WRITERS. [Chap. I.
If the commonwealths within the United States
prospered under neglect, and their neighbors
suffered from too much home attention, perhaps
the experience of a region which has been through
both experiences may not be altogether without
value as an example of what may be followed,
and what may be shunned.
The leading features of the colonial history of
Michigan, so far as they show its experience in
matters of government, may be given briefly.
No sketch would be complete without them.
The purposes of this outline will not allow an
extended narrative of those romantic adventures
which add so much life to the annals of this
region. Historians have loved to dwell upon
them, and under the hands of such artists as Park-
man they have assumed the shape and color
of present reality. The older writers have pre-
served many brilliant sketches of the remarkable
events of their times. Hennepin, always graphic,
if not always reliable, was one of the first, if not
the very first, who gave a minute description of
the country about the great lakes, and who
detailed the beginnings of La Salle's discoveries
more faithfully than their sequel. La Hontan, who
has also been charged with exaggeration in some
things, and with some sheer inventions, is never-
theless fully corroborated by other witnesses, in a
great part of his personal narrative, so far as it
concerns our affairs. Charlevoix, who was histor-
ian as well as traveller, has left works of sterling
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4 EARLY FRENCH WRITERS. [CHAP. I. 
I f  the commonweal ths within the Un ited States 
prospered u nder neglect, and their neighbors 
suffered from too much home atten tion, perhaps 
the experience of a region whi ch has bee n through 
both experiences may not be al together without 
value as an example of  what may be followed, 
and what may be shu nned.  
The leading features of the colon ial history of  
Michigan, so far as  they show its experience in  
matters of government, may be given briefly. 
No sketch wou ld be complete without  them .  
The purposes of  this outl ine will not allow a n  
extended narrative of those romantic adventures 
which add so much l ife to the annals of  this 
region. H istorians have loved to dwell u pon 
them, and u n der the hands of s u ch artists as Park­
man they have assu med the shape and color 
of present reality. The older writers have pre­
served many bril l iant sketches of the remarkabl e 
events of their times. H ennepin, always graphic, 
if not always rel iable, was one of the first, if not  -
the very first, who gave a minute description of  
the cou n try about  the great lakes, and who 
detailed the beginnings of La Salle's discoveries 
more faithfu lly than their sequ el. La H on tan, who 
has also been charged with exaggeration in some 
things, and with some sheer inventions, is  never­
theless fully corroborated by o ther witnesses, i n  a 
great part of his personal narrative, so far as i t  
concerns our affairs. Charlevoix, who was histor­
ian as well as traveller, has left works of sterl ing 
Chap. I.] COLONIAL DISCORDS. 5
merit and great interest, and his style is very
attractive. He too has left much unsaid, and has,
probably without sinister intentions, colored his
picture according to the strong prejudices of his
order.
The discoveries made among the old records
of the Department of the Marine, and in family
and other collections, have rendered much of the
old histories very unreliable. These papers, which
are now coming to the light, show a very strange
condition of affairs. There seems never to have
been a time when harmony prevailed among all
the influential persons or authorities. The Gover-
nor was frequently and perhaps generally at war
with the Intendant, upon questions of vital policy.
The ecclesiastics were opposed to the views of
the civil officers, and the religious orders were
arrayed secredy or openly against each other.
Official letters written in one sense were qualified
by private despatches in another. Every leading
man had spies upon his conduct, who were them-
selves watched by other spies. The whole truth
seldom reached France from any source ; and the
only means of redress open to many of the lead-
ing spirits of the colony against those who per-
sistently thwarted the Royal intentions in their
favor, was a personal appeal to the King or his
ministers in the mother country. As it was
shrewdly remarked by one of the ministers, the
King's orders lost their force when they crossed
the Bank.
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CHAP. I . ]  COLONIAL DISCORDS. 5 
merit and great inte rest, and his style is very 
attractive. H e  too has left much unsaid, and has,  
probably without s in iste r i n tentions, colo red his 
picture according to the strong prej udices of his 
order. 
The discoveries made among the old records 
of  the Department of  the Marine , and in  family 
and other collections, have rendered much of the 
old histories very u n reliable .  These pape rs, which 
are now coming to the l ight, show a very strange 
condition of affairs . The re seems never to have 
been a time when harmony prevailed among all 
the influential persons or authorities .  The Gover­
nor was frequ ently and perhaps gen e rally at war 
with the Intendant, upon questions of vital policy. 
The ecclesiastics were opposed to the views of 
the civil officers, and the religious orders were 
arrayed secretly or  openly against each other. 
Official l etters writte n · in one sense we re qualified 
by private despatches in  another.  Every leading 
man had spies upon his conduct, who were them­
selves watched by othe r spies.  The whole tru th 
seldom reached France from any sou rce ; and the 
only means of red ress open to many of the lead­
ing spirits of the colony against  those who per­
sistently thwarted the Royal intentions in  thei r 
favor, was a personal appeal to the King or  his 
mm1sters m the mother  cou ntry.  As it was 
shrewdly remarked by one of the mi niste rs, the 
King's orders lost thei r  force when they crossed 
the Bank.  
6 INFORMATION SUPPRESSED. [Chap. t.
This Is readily understood, when It Is known
that the first pubHc printing press In Canada was
set up after the EngHsh conquest, about 1764;
and no such thing as pubHc opinion was known
as an Influence In the affairs of government.
News could only get abroad as rumor or gossip.
The only books which criticised the conduct
of the church or state authorities, or which vin-
dicated the reputation of those who were out of
favor were published abroad. No writer could
publish In France any account which was not
satisfactory, as the press was rigidly watched.
The writings of Hennepin and La Hontan, printed
In Holland, were assailed and denounced as the
work of renegades and traitors, and generally
discredited, without discriminating between what
was claimed to be invention and the rest. Many of
the most important documents, which In any other
country would have been made public, never saw
the light until our time.
The eminent author of the Commentary on
the Marine Ordinance of Louis XIV., M. Valln,
complains of the labor of delving in the chaos of
edicts and public documents in the office of the
Admiralty, relating to maritime affairs, which he
speaks of as a prodigious multitude. The collec-
tion of public reports and private letters relating
to colonial affairs, from civil and ecclesiastical
officers and from persons of all occupations, gath-
ered together from all parts of the world, during
a regime when every one was suspected, and
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lNFORMATtoN SUPPRESSEb. [CitAP. t. 
This is readily understood, . when i t  1s known 
that the first public . pri n ting press in Canada was 
set up after the English conquest, about I 7 64 ; 
and no such thing as public opin�on was known 
as an influence in the affairs of government. 
News could only get abroad as rumor or gossip. 
The only books which cri ticised the conduct 
of the church or state authorities, or which v in­
dicated the reputation of those who were out of 
favor were publ ished abroad. No writer could · 
publish in France any account which was not 
satisfactory, as the press was rigidly watched: 
The writings of Hennepin and La Hontan, printed 
in Holland, were assailed and denounced as the 
work of renegades and trai tors, and generally 
discredi ted, without discriminating between what 
was clai.med to be invention and the rest. Many of 
the most important documents, wg ich in any other 
country would have been made public, never saw 
the light until our ti me. 
The eminent author of the Commentary on 
the Marine O rdinance of Louis X I V. ,  M. Valin, 
complains of the labor of delving in the chaos of 
edicts and public documents in the office of the 
Admiralty, relating to maritime affai rs, which he 
speaks of as a prodigious multitu de. Th� collec­
t ion of public reports and private letter� relating 
to colonial affairs, from ciyil and ecclesiastical 
officers and from persons of all occupations, gath­
ered together from all parts of the world, during 
a regime when every one was suspected, · and 
Chap. 1.] COLONIAL DOCUMENTS. J
when colonial gossip was as keenly scrutinised as
colonial business, must be enormous. The Domin-
ion of Canada has drawn largely upon these de-
posits, and the State of New York has published
a valuable selection from them. Further ex-
cerpts have been secured at different times by
General Cass and others. We may hope that
when this material has been thoroughly sifted our
early history may be made complete.
•5 jO:r
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CHAP. 1 . )  COLONIAL DOCUM ENTS . 7 
when colonial gossip was as keenly scrutinised as 
colonial business, must be enormous. The Domin­
ion of Canada has drawn largely upon these de­
posits, and the State of New York has publ ished 
a valuable selection from them. Further ex ­
cerpts have been secured at different times by 
General Cass and others. We may hope that 
when this material has been thoroughly sifted our 
early history may be made complete. 
L 
' .' � . 
( .  
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CHAPTER II.
EARLY EXPLORATIONS.
The State of Michigan Is a part of the terri-
tory colonised by the French, and held under the
government of New France and Louisiana. It
was never properly a part of Louisiana as a sep-
arate province, although in some of the ancient
maps it appears to have been included in that
region. Its affairs were always under the super-
vision of the authorities In what was afterwards
known as Lower Canada, until the British con-
quest of 1 760-1 763, after which It remained under
military control, until by an act of Parliament
passed in 1774 it was annexed to the province of
Quebec. From Its first discovery until the close of
the French supremacy Its history is a part of the
history of Canada, and most of Its French inhab-
itants were Canadians by birth or connections.
This dependence on Canada was a principal
cause why Michigan was not setded earlier, and
why after setdements were begun they were not
allowed to be multiplied. It was early known
that the lands were exceptionally good, and that
farming could be made very profitable. But the
colonial policy adhered to for a long period did
not encourage the pursuit of agriculture. A wil-
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C H A P T E R I I . . 
E A R L Y E X P L O R A T I O N S . 
THE State of Michigan i s  a part of the terri­
tory colonised by the Fre nch, and held u n der the 
government of N ew France and Lou isiana. It  
was never properly a part of Lou isiana as a sep­
arate province, although in some of  the ancient  
maps i t  appears to  have bee n  i n cluded in  that 
region.  I ts affairs were always u nder the super­
vision of the au thorities  in what was afterwards 
k nown as Lower Canada, u n til the British con­
quest of 1 7 60- 1 7 63 ,  after which i t  remained u nder 
military control, u n til by an act of  Parliam ent  
passed in 1 7 74  i t  was annexed to  the province of  
Q u ebec. From its firs t  discovery u ntil the close of 
the French su premacy its  history is  a part of  the 
history of Canada, and most of  its French i nhab­
itants were Canadians by birth or con n ections. 
This depe ndence on Canada was a principal 
cause why Michigan was not settled_ earl ier, and 
why after settlements were begu n they were not 
allowed to be multiplied. It  was early k nown 
that the lands were exceptionally good, and that 
farmi ng could be made very profitable .  But  the 
colonial policy adhered to for a long period did 
not encou rage the pursu it  of agricultu re.  A wil---
Chap. II.] THE HURONS. 9
derness was more precious in the eyes of the
authorities at Quebec than fields and farms. The
change in sentiment, if it ever came, came too
late, and one prominent cause for the loss of the
American possessions of France, was lack of
people.
It is impossible to determine, with any pre-
cision, at what time this country was first discov-
ered by the French. It must have been visited
by travellers or roving traders long before its
setdement. The fur trade, and especially the
trade in beavers, was the chief and earliest branch
of commerce in the colony, and began with its
beginnings. The Lake country was considered
by Indians and whites as the chief source of sup-
ply for beavers, and for most of the more valua-
ble furs and peltries. Long before the Iroquois
extended their incursions so far to the west, the
peninsula of Upper Canada was a favorite seat
of the Ouendats or Hurons,' who were more
civilized and less nomadic than any of their west-
ern neighbors. The undefined region called the
Saghinan, or Saginaw country, which seems to
have been ' sometimes spoken of as identical
with the Lower Peninsula of Michigan, was famous
for its wealth in beasts of the chase; and de-
I The term Huron is French, and was given to these Indians because
of the appearance of their hair, which was rough and ridged like the bristles
of a wild boar — ''hurey Cheveux Releves was another name of the same
meaning— i. e. with hair standing up— applied by Champlain as is supposed
to the Ottawas. The name of the Hurons used among themselves was
Guendat, anglicised into Wyandot. Huron was an old name for miners. —
2 Mezeray, 148.
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CHAP. I I . ]  THE HU RONS . 9 
derness was more precious in the eyes of the 
authorities at Qu ebec than fields and farms. The 
change in  sentiment, if i t  ever came, came too 
late, and one prominent  cause for the loss of the 
American possessions of France, was lack of 
people.  
It is impossible to determine,  with any pre­
c1s10n, , at what time this  cou ntry was first discov­
ered by the French. It must have been visited 
by travell ers or roving traders long before its 
settlement.  The fur trade, and especially the 
trade in beavers, was the chief  and earliest branch 
of  commerce in the colony, and began with i ts 
beginnings. The Lake cou ntry was considered 
by I n dians and whites as the chief  source of su p­
ply for beavers, and for most of the more valua­
ble furs and peltries. Long before the Iroqu ois 
extended their in cursions so far to the west, the 
peninsula of Upper Canada was a favorite seat 
of  the Ouendats or H urons,1 who were more 
civil ized and less n omadic than any of their west­
ern neighbors. The u ndefined region called the 
Sag-kinan, or Saginaw cou ntry, which seems to 
have been · sometimes spoken of as identical 
with the Lowe r Penin sula of Michigan, was famous 
for its wealth in beasts of the chase ; and de-
x The term Huron is French, and was given to these Indians because 
of the appearance of their hair, which was rough and ridged like the bristles 
of a wild boar-"hure. " Cheveux Rel eves w as another name of  the same 
meaning-i . e. with hair standing up-appl ied by Champlain as is supposed 
to the Ottawas. The name of the Hurons used among themselves was 
Ouendat, anglicised into Wyandot. Huron was an old name for miners.-
2 ll·fezeray, 1 48. 
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EARLY MISSIONS. [Chap. 11.
scriptions of it reached the first visitors at Mon-
treal and were heard by Jaques Cartier.
It is possible that the wandering traders may
have had temporary stations on the borders, but
the earliest establishments of which we have any
unquestioned record were the missions. There
are vague references to companies of French
passing up and down the strait now known as
the Detroit River ; and there seems much reason
to believe that a village of Hurons existed at or
near the present site of Detroit very early in the
seventeenth century. There is nothing to indicate
that at that period the passage was dangerous.
The Huron villages, if the accounts of early tra-
vellers are correct, were not much, if any, inferior in
their defensive arrangements, or in their habita-
tions, to some of the first trading posts and mis-
sions. That people, both in language and in
habits, showed evidences of aptitude for civiliza-
tion beyond the ordinary savages. The earliest
missions in the neighborhood of Michigan are
supposed to have been those of the Recollet
Fathers in Upper Canada, near and on Lake
Huron and its affluents, which were founded dur-
ing the time of Champlain, who is reported, but
perhaps on doubtful authority, to have passed
through the strait on one of his journeys, and is
claimed by the official memoirs to have discov-
ered this region in 1612.'
I Champlain's maps show that he knew the connection between Lake
Huron and the lower lakes, though not depicting it with geographical
accuracy.
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1 0  EA R LY M I SSI ONS. [CHAP. 1 I .  
scriptions of it reached the first visitors at Mon­
treal and were heard by Jaques Cartier. 
It .i s  possible that the wandering traders may 
have had temporary stations on the borders ,  bu t 
the earliest  establishments of which we have any 
unquestioned record were the missions. There 
are vague references to companies of French 
passing up and down the strait now known as 
the Detroit River ; and there seems much reason 
to believe that a village of Hurons existed at or 
near the present site of Detroit very early in the 
seventeenth cen tury. There is nothing to indicate 
that at that period the passage was dangerous. 
The Huron villages, if the accounts of early tra­
vellers are correct, were not much , if any, inferior in 
their defensive arrangements, or in their habita­
tions, to some of the first trading posts and mis-
1ons. That people, both in language and in 
habits, showed evidences of aptitude for civiliza­
tion beyond the ordinary savages. The earlies t  
missions in the neighborhood of Michigan are 
su pposeq to have been those of the Recollet 
Fathers in Upper Canada, near and on Lake 
H uron and its affluents, which were founded dur­
ing the time of Champlain ,  who is reported, but 
perhaps on doubtful authority, to have passed 
through the strait on one of his journeys.  and is 
claimed by the official mem oirs to have discov­
ered this region in r 6r  2. 1 
1 Champlain's maps show that he  knew the connection between Lake 
H uron and the lower lakes, though not depicting it  with geographical 
accuracy. 
Chap. II.j feAkLV MISSIONS.
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Whether any of the missionaries visited this
immediate neighborhood during their residence
among the Hurons at Georgian Bay is not
known. But there is every reason to beHeve
they had a mission of some consequence on the
eastern side of Lake Huron, near its outlet and
not far north from Port Sarnia.
When the Iroquois overran the Huron coun-
try all vestiges of the European settlements dis-
appeared. The Lower Peninsula of Michigan
having been mostly unoccupied by tribal settle-
ments, there was very litde to invite invasion.
In their western excursions the Iroquois appear
on some occasions to have reached the southern
borders of Lake Michigan. But there is no
evidence that they ever dwelt in the lake region
of Michigan ; and if they ever traversed it, they
retained no hold on it. It was never actually
possessed by any but the northern and western
tribes, who were independent nadons, and owed
no fealty, and acknowledged none, to the Iroquois
or their allies.
Missions were founded by the Jesuits on the
northern and southern borders of the Upper Pen-
insula of Michigan. Raymbault and Jogues visited
the Sault de Ste. Marie in 1641, but do riot
seem to have made any establishment, having
returned to their mission at Penetanguishine the
same year. In 1660 Mesnard coasted along the
south shore of Lake Superior as far as the head
of Keweenaw Bay, known as L'Anse. Having
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t:HAP. II.j EARLY MISSIONS. 1 1  
Whether any of the miss10nanes visited this 
immediate neighborhood - duri·ng their residence 
among the Hurons at Georgian Bay 1s not 
known. But -there is every reason to believe 
they had a mission of some consequence on the 
easterft side of Lake Huron, near its outlet · and 
not far north from Porf Sarnia. 
W hen the Iroquois overran the Huron coun­
try all vestiges of the Euro"pean settlements dis­
appeared. The Lower Peninsula of Michigan 
having been inostly unoc'cupied by tribal settle­
ments, there . was . very little 'to invite invasion. 
In their western ·excursions the Iroquois appear 
on some occas10ns to have reached the southern 
borders of Lake Michigan. But there · is no 
evidence that they ever dwelt in the lake region 
of M ichigan ; and if they ever traversed it, - they 
retained no hold on it. It w'as never actually 
possessed by any but the northern and western 
tribes, who ·were independent nations, and owed 
no fealty, and acknowledged none, to · the Iroquois 
or their allies. 
· 
Missions were founded by the_ Jesuits on the 
northern and southern borders of the Upper Pen- · 
insula of Michigan. Raymba�lt and Jogues ' isited 
the Sault de Ste. Marie in I 64 1 but do not 
seem to have m�de any establishment havin 
returned to their mission at Penetanguishine · the ' 
same year. In I 660 Mesnard coasted along the 
south shore of Lake Superior as far as the head 
of Keweenaw Bay, known as L'Anse. Having 
12 MESNARD.
[Chap. TI.
wintered there alone among the Indians, he went
westward in the spring, passing through Portage
Lake, and intending, after crossing the narrow
strip of land known as the Portage, (which has
been recently opened to navigation by a ship
canal,) to continue his journey to Chegoimegon
Bay. This is the bay lying south of the Apostle
Islands, on one of which, at La Pointe, is a very
old settlement and mission. Mesnard had but a
single Indian with him, and while this companion
was removing the canoe and its contents across
the Portage, the missionary, who was an elderly
man and quite feeble, strayed Into the woods, and
disappeared. How he could have been lost
beyond the power of an Indian to discover his
trail, we are not Informed. It is very likely he
was deserted, or worse, by a treacherous guide.
There is, however, a tradition that he was killed
by the Sioux. In October, 1665, Father Allouez
established the Mission of Chegoimegon, or La
Pointe, which had been the destination of Mesnard.
The mission at the Sault de Ste. Marie was
founded by Marquette in 1668. The same year
or the next a mission was founded on the Island
of Michillmackinac, but removed very soon, and
as early as 1669 ^^ 1670, to Pointe St. Ignace on
the main land north of the Straits of Mackinaw
and west of the Island. This place was occupied
for many years. The establishment was after-
wards, (but when Is not precisely known from
published authorities,) transferred to the northern
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12  M ESNAR D. [CHAP. I I . 
wintered there alone among the Indians, he went 
westward in  the spring, passing through Portage 
Lake, and intending, after crossing the narrow 
strip of land known as the Portage, (which has 
been recen tly opened to navigation  by a ship 
canal,) to continue his journey to Chegoimegon 
Bay. This is  the bay lying south of  the Apostl e  
Islands, on one  of  which, a t  La  Pointe, i s  a very 
old settlement and m ission.  M esnard had but a 
single Indian with him, and whi le this companion 
was removing the canoe and i ts contents across 
the Portage, the missionary, who was an elderly 
man and quite feebl e, strayed into the woods, and 
disappeared. H ow he could have been lost 
beyond the power of an Indian to discover  his 
trail ,  we are not informed. I t  is  very l ikely he 
was deserted, or worse, by a treacherous guide. 
There is ,  however, a tradition that he was ki l led 
by the Sioux. � n  October, I 665 ,  Father Allouez 
establ ished the Mission of Chegoimegon,  or La 
Pointe, which had been the destination of Mesnard.  
The mission at the Saul t  de Ste .  Marie was 
founded by Marqu ette in  I 668 . The same year 
or  the next a mission was founded on the Island 
of M ichil imackinac, but removed very soon, and 
as early as 1 669 or 1 670, to Pointe St. Ignace on 
the main land north of the Straits of  Mackinaw 
and west of the Island.  This place was occupied 
for many years. The establ ishment was after­
wards, (but when is not precisely known from 
published authori ties, ) transferred to the northern 
Chap. II.] MACKINAW MISSION. iO
point of the Lower Peninsula of Michigan, not far
from Cheboygan. In Charlevoix's time (1721)
the transfer had been made several years, and
the old mission was abandoned and had fallen
into decay. In Bellin's map of 1744 it is marked
as destroyed. The determination of its precise
location has been attended with some difficulty.
It derives interest from the fact that the remains
of Pere Marquette, some years after his death,
were removed by the Indians from the place of
his first burial, and interred at the church on
Pointe St. Ignace.'
The missions at the Sault de Ste. Marie and
Michilimackinac are regarded as the first com-
pletely ascertained settlements within the present
State of Michigan. There is, at least, undeniable
evidence when these missions were founded.
Both places were important centres of infiuence.
But while they may be assumed as the pioneer
setdements, until further facts are established,
there are some things which deserve reference as
indicadng a possibility to the contrary.
In 1687, ^po^ ^ controversy between the Gov-
ernor General of Canada (Denonville) and Gov.
Dongan of New York, the former and his
agents asserted a French occupancy at Mackinaw
for more than sixty years, and French occupation
on the lower waters of Michigan from twenty-five
I Marquette died on his way to Mackinaw, at the Pere Marquette River,
where the town of Ludington is now situated, and was buried there, until
disinterred as above mentioned.
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CHAP. I I . ]  MACKINAW MISSION . 1 3  
point of the Lower Peninsula of l\1 ichigan, not far 
from Cheboygan. In Charlevoix ' s  time ( r 7 2 1 ) 
the transfer  had been made several years, and 
the old mission was abandoned and had fallen 
into decay. In  Bell in ' s  map of 1 744 i t  i s  marked 
as destroyed. The determination of i ts precise 
location has been attended with some difficul ty. 
It derives interest from the fact that the remains 
of Pere Marquette, some years after his death, 
were removed by the Indians from the place of 
his first burial, and interred at the chu rch on 
Pointe St. Ignace.  x 
The missions at the Sau l t  de Ste .  Marie and 
Michil imackinac are regarded as the first  com­
pletely ascertained settlements within the present 
State of Michigan. There is ,  at least, undeniable 
evidence when these miss10ns were founded. 
Both places were important centres of influ ence. 
But while they may be assumed as the pioneer 
settlements, until further facts are establi shed, 
there are some things which deserve reference as 
indicating a possibil i ty to the contrary. 
In 1 68 7 , upon a controversy between the Gov­
ernor General of Canada ( Denonville) and Gov. 
Doogan . · of New York, the former and his 
agents asserted a French occupancy at Mackinaw 
for more than sixty years,  and French occupation 
on the lower waters of Michigan from twenty-five 
1 Marquette died on his way to M ackinaw, at the Pere Marquette River, 
where the town of Ludi ngton is now situated, and was buried there, until 
disinterred as above mentioned. 
14 COUREURS DE BOIS. [Chap. II,
to forty years. Gov. Dongan would not admit
this, but was not disposed to admit of any pre-
vious actual possession at all. Without some
definite evidence, such statements can only be
regarded as having more or less probability. At
the same time it is to be considered that except
from missions and military posts no official
reports were likely to be received; and that the
missionary Relations, except where there was
some controversy or difficulty, were not required
to refer to the settlements for other purposes,
and often ignored them entirely. The existence
of defensive posts appears very frequently, in
such casual references in public documents and
letters as are conclusive, when the same places
are not mentioned by historians nor always by
travellers.
The monopoly of the fur trade, and the severe
provisions against irregular trading had given
occasion for a great amount of contraband enter-
prise. The men who engaged in this were an
adventurous class of active and bold rovers called
by the French coureurs de bois, translated by the
English in official papers into " bushlopers," " bush-
rangers" and " wood runners." Many of these
were of the lower classes and dropped readily
into the ways of the Indians, adopting their habits
and becoming adherents to the tribes. But there
were many also, of respectable connections, who
betook themselves to a wandering life of hunting
and trading, partly from love of adventure, and
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1 4  COUREURS DE BO IS . [CHAP. I I .  
to , forty · years . Gov . . Dongan wou)d . not admit  
this ,  but was not di$posed to admit  of any pre­
vious . actual · possession at alL . Withou t some 
definite evidence, such statements can only be 
regarded as having .more or less propabil ity. At 
the same time it  is to be . considered that except 
from miss10ns and military posts no official 
reports .we re l ikely to be . received ; and that the 
.m issionary Relation s, . except where . the re was 
some controve rsy or difficulty, . were not . requi red 
to refer to the settlements for other  purposes, 
and often ignored them entirely. . T_he existence 
of defensive post.s appears . very fr�qu ently, in  
such casual refe r�nces. i n  publ ic documents and 
: ·letters as are cqnclq sive, when the same places 
are not mentioned by historians nor a)\Yays by 
travellers .  
The monopoly of the fu r  trade, and the severe 
provisions against  i rregular tradi ng · had given 
occasion for a great amou n t  of contraband e nte r­
prise: The men who engaged i n  this were an 
adventu rous class of active and bold rovers called 
by the French coureurs de bo£s, translated by the 
Engl ish in  official papers into " bushlopers," ' '  bu sh­
rangers" and " wood ru nners." Many of these 
were· · of the lower · ·  classes and d ropped readily 
into the ways of the Indians, adopting thei r  habits 
and becoming adherents to the tribes. But there 
we.re many also, of respectable connections, who 
betook themselves to a wande ring life of " hunting 
and trading, partly from love of adventu re, and 
Chap. II.] COUREURS DE BOIS. 15
partly because they could find no other means of
livelihood. There is no reason to regard them
as a despicable or essentially vicious race. The
men who have been driven to the forest by feudal
oppressions and monopolies have usually been
possessed of many useful qualities, which a better
o-overnment could have turned to great advant-
age. The outlaws of English and Scottish tradi-
tions have generally been popular for good fellow-
ship and sympathy with the poor. They are sel-
dom marked by cruelty or treachery. The. adven-
turers from the English colonies and American
States, who have sought refuge in the woods and
have been the pioneers of discovery in the remote
regions, were not compelled to go except by their
own tastes, and have generally been quite as
honest in their dealings as any of their more
favored brethren, and have, as they deserve, a
very good reputation for many manly virtues.
The coureurs de bois were seldom, if ever, found
guilty of any treachery to the government, which
had no claim upon their respect beyond the fact
that they were of French blood : and this claim
they recognized with pride. The atrocious mono-
polies and exactions which were ultimately chief
incentives to the first French Revolution, led to a
recognition by respectable men of the fact that
the offenders against such t>Tannical regulations
were not necessarily malefactors. Accordingly no
lines were drawn between those who sought the
woods from love of adventure, and those who
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CHAP. II . ]  COU R EU R  DE BO I . 1 5  
partly because they could find no other means of 
livel ihood. There is no reason to regard them 
as a despicable or essentially vic ious race. The 
men who have been driven to the forest by feudal 
oppressions and monopolies have usuall) been 
possessed of many useful qualities, which a better 
government could have turned to great advant­
age. The outlaws of English and Scottish tradi­
tions have generally been popular for good fellow­
ship and sympathy with the poor. They are sel­
dom marked by cruelty or treachery. The adven­
turers from the English colonies and American 
States, who have sought refuge in the woods and 
have been the pioneers of discovery in the remote 
regions, were not compelled to go except by their 
own tastes,  and have generally been quite as 
honest in their dealings as any of their more 
favored brethren, and have, as they deserve, a 
very good reputation for many manly virtues . 
The coureurs de boz's were seldom . if ever. found 
guilty of any treachery to the government, which 
had no claim upon their respect beyond the fact 
that they were of French blood ; and this claim 
they recognized with pride. The atrocious mono­
polies and exactions which were ultimately chief 
incentives tQ the first French Revolution, led to a 
recognition by respectable men of the fact that 
the offenders against such tyrannical regulations 
. were not necessarily malefactors. Accordingly no 
lines were drawn between those who sought the 
woods from love of adventure, and those who 
16
FAUX-SAULNIERS. [Chap. II.
went from necessity, and to save themselves from
starving. This was practically admitted by the
government itself. In 171 3, when the colonial
government had begun to realize the value of
population, Mons. de Vaudreuil the Governor
General wrote very urgently to France to obtain
one hundred and Mty faux- sauhtie7^s (or contra-
band salt makers) who were sent to the galleys
for interfering with the salt monopolies of the
Farmers General ; these would not consent to
their going at large in France, but the offenders
were not spoken of as in any respect undesirable
colonists.'
In 1 71 7 eighty of these faux-saulniers were
sent to begin the town of New Orleans.''
These bushrangers were the pioneers of French
enterprise and discovery ; and in all the military
movements in the remote regions, as well as nearer
the sea, they were the chief reliance of the gov-
ernment. Their intimacy with the tribes led to a
great ascendancy in the Indian councils, and the
attachment of the savages for these men who were
familiar guests in their w^igwams, and often mar-
ried into the tribes, led to alliances in war. The
British governors and agents attributed the whole
military success of the French colonies to the
bushrangers. In 1700, Robert Livingston in an
official report declares, that " we can never ran-
counter the French, unless we have bushlopers as
I 2 Charlevoix, 403. 2 2 Charlevoix, 434.
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16  F AUX-SAULNIERS. [CaAP. II . 
went  from necessity, and to save themselves from 
starving. This was practically · admitted by the 
government itself. In 1 7 1 3 ,  when the colonial 
government had begun to real ize the value  of 
population, Mons .  de Vaudreuil the Governor 
General wrote very u rgently to France to obtain 
one hundred and fifty .faux - sau!niers (or contra­
band salt makers) who were sent to the galleys 
for interfering with the salt monopolies of the 
Farmers General ; these wou ld not consent to 
the ir  going at large in F ranee, bu t the off enders 
were not spoken of as in  any respect u ndesirable 
colonists. 1 
I n  1 7 1 7 e ighty of these faux - sau ln iers were 
sent to begin the town of N ew Orleans.2 
These bushrangers were the pioneers of French 
enterprise and discovery ; and in  al l  the mil itary 
movements i n  the remote regions, as well as nearer 
the sea, they were the chief reliance of the gov­
ernm�nt. Their intimacy with the tribes led tC? a 
great . ascendancy in  the I ndian counci ls, and the 
attachment of the savages for these men who were 
familiar guests . i n  
·their wigwams, and often mar­
ried into the tribes, led to all iances in  war. The 
British · govern
.
ors and agents attribu ted the whole 
mil itary success of the F r·ench colonies to the 
bushrangers. In 1 700, Robert Livingston · in an 
official report declares, that " we can never ran­
counter the French, u nless we have bushlopers as 
1 2 Charlevoix, 403. 2 2 C harlevoix, 434. 
Chap. II.] IRREGULAR POSTS.
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well as they."' And Pownall in his elaborate re-
port to the Congress of Albany in 1754, points
out very forcibly the advantages of the French
military settlements for colonizing purposes on the
borders.^
The numbers of these bushrangers were great,
and they frequently consorted in large companies.
There is every reason to believe that they went
into the wilderness and formed temporary or
permanent trading posts much earlier than the
date of any of the recognized establishments.
And while the existence of these posts was
doubtless known to the governors and colonial
authorities, they were unlawful settlements and
obtained no place in the annals of the colony.
In all expeditions towards the unsettled regions,
these men formed a necessary part. The fur
companies from the earliest days to our own
time were obliged to employ their services, and
their hardy endurance and untiring good nature
are familiar to every one whose memory takes in
any reminiscences of the northwestern fur trade.
The Jesuit missionaries, however, seem to have
held them in great abhorrence. They were no
doubt somewhat indisposed to extreme subservi-
ence to the clergy, while the claims of the Jesuits
went far beyond what was allowed to be their
due by the French government or its local repre-
sentatives. Their roving habits led in many
I 4 N. Y._Doc., 650. 2 6 N. Y. Doc, 893.
2
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CHAP. I I .] IRREGULAR POSTS. 1 7  
well as they." 1 And Pownall in his elaborate re­
po-rt to the Congress of A lbany in 1 7  54, points 
out very forcibly the advantages of the French 
military settlefi?-ents for colonizing purposes on the 
borders.2 
The numbers of these bushrangers were great, 
and they frequently consorted in large companies. 
There is every reason to believe that they went 
into the wilderness and formed temporary or 
permanent trading posts much earlier than the 
date of any of the recognized establishments. 
And while the existence of these posts was 
doubtless known to the governors and colonial 
authorities, they were unlawfu l settlements and 
obtained no place in the annals of the colony. 
In all expeditions towards the unsettled regions, 
these men formed a necessary part. The fur 
companies from the earliest days to our own 
time were obliged to employ their services, and 
their hardy endurance and untiring good nature 
are familiar to every one whose memory takes in 
any reminiscences of the northwestern fur trade. 
The J esuit missionaries, however, seem to have 
held them in great abhorrence. They were no 
doubt somewhat indisposed to extreme subservi­
ence to the clergy� while the claims of the Jesuits 
went far beyond what was allowed to be their 
due by the French government or its local repre­
sentatives. Their rovmg habits led 1 11 many 
1 4 N. Y._Doc. , 650. z 6 N. Y .  D oc. , 893. 
2 
18 JESUIT MISSIONARIES. [Chap. II.
cases to conduct which was very censurable, and
Interfered with the success of the missions. But
it is impossible to believe that these men were as
bad as their enemies have painted them ; and in
judging them we must not forget that those who
opposed them most strenuously were opposed
also to the policy of extending French settlements
at all. The motives of their opponents have been
discussed very sharply by most of the writers
who have succeeded them, and the documents in
the Marine Department have shown beyond con-
troversy that the French government found some
of its most serious difficulties in dealing with an
order whose devotion and courage deserve high
eulogiums, but who did not make the Interests of
France or Canada their primary consideration.
But at the same time that as a body the Jesuit
missionaries did not desire French settlements in
the Northwest, we are Indebted to some of them,
of whom Marquette is a noble example, for great
services In exploring the country, and accurate
geographical Information. They were second to
none in their contributions to geographical knowl-
edge In both hemispheres; and as remarkable for
courage and perseverance as for scientific research.
Whatever mav have been the truth in reo^ard to
the reasons which led them to act as they did,
there Is no ground for suspecting them of Indi-
vidual selfishness. Their zeal for their order was
unbounded, but they were devoted and unselfish
in obeying It.
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1 8  ] E  U I T  M ISSIONA R I ES .  [CHAP. I I . 
cases to conduct which was very censurable, and 
interfered with the success of the m issions. But 
it is impossible to believe that these men were as 
bad as their enemies have painted them ; and in 
j udging them we must not forget that those who 
opposed them most strenuously were opposed 
also to the policy of extending French settlements 
at all. The motives of their opponents have been 
discussed very sharply by most of the writers 
who have succeeded them , and the documents in 
the Marine Department have shown beyond con­
troversy that the French government found some 
of its most serious difficulties in dealing with an 
order whose devotion and courage deserve high 
eulogiums, but who did not make the interests of 
France or Canada their primary consideration. 
But at the same time that · as a body the Jesuit 
m issionaries did not desire French settlements in 
the Northwest we are indebted to some of them, 
of whom Marquette is  a noble example, for great 
services in exploring the countr) and accurate 
geographical information. They were second to 
none m their contributions to geographical knowl­
edge in both hem ispheres ; and as remarkable for 
courage and perseverance as for scientific research. 
Whatever may have been the, truth in regard to 
the reasons which led them to act as they did, 
the re is no ground for suspecting them of indi­
vidual selfishness. Their zeal for their order was 
unbounded, but they were devoted and unselfish 
in obeying it. 
Chap. II.] EARLY NORTHERN POSTS. 19
We may assume, whatever may have been
the previous acquaintance of the French with
this region, that the Michigan settlements began
with those at MichiHmackinac and the Sault de
Ste. Marie. The creation of miHtary posts and
civil settlements at these places was almost con-
temporaneous with the missions, and began the
policy which, although opposed and hindered, was
at length to prevail. Had this policy of settle-
ment begun earlier and continued unopposed, the
destiny of Canada might have been changed.
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CHAP. I I . ]  EARLY NORTH E R N  POSTS . 1 9  
We may assume,  whatever may have been 
the previous acquaintance of the French with 
this region, that the l\1 ichigan settlements began 
with those at M ichilimackinac and the Saul t  de 
Ste .  Marie . The creation of mil i tary posts and 
civil settlements at these places was almost con­
temporaneous with the m issions, and began the 
policy which, al though opposed and hindered, was 
at length to prevail . Had this pol icy of settle­
ment  begun earl ier and continued u nopposed, the 
destiny of Canada might have been changed. 
• 
• 
CHAPTER III.
PREPARATIONS FOR WESTERN OCCUPATION.
The movements for the settlement of the
Northwest began in earnest about the year 1670.
Louis XIV. had developed into a king of bound-
less ambition, and had a natural anxiety to extend
his dominions into remote regions. China and
the East Indies were at that time looked upon as
mines of wealth, open to any European monarch
with courage and enterprise enough to reach
out for them. The reports which had come in
various forms from the Northwest brought rumors
of short and easy ways through the American
woods and rivers to the South Sea, and it was
believed the rich countries of the east were
within no very long distance across the continent.
Louis and his ministers determined to open and
control this passage ; and the extension of Cana-
dian settlements was in their view a necessary
step to that end. The royal designs had always
favored settlements, but it was very difficult to
know what course was best, when secret intrigues
and conflicting interests kept up a series of con-
tradictory representations.
The governors, who were generally anxious
to extend the colony, were entangled in all man-
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C H A P TE R  I I I . 
P R E PA RAT IO N S  FO R W ESTE RN OCCUPATION. 
TH E  movem ents for the settlement of the 
Northwest began in earnest about the year 1 670. 
Louis X I V. had developed into a king of bound­
less ambition, and had a natural anxiety to extend 
his dominions in to remote regions. China and 
the East Indies were at that time looked upon as 
mines of weal th, open to any European monarch 
with courage and enterprise enough to reach 
out for them. The reports which had come in 
various forms from the Northwest brought rumors 
of short and easy ways through the American 
woods and rivers to the South Sea, and it  was 
believed the rich countries of the east were 
within no very long distance across the continent. 
Louis and his ministers determined to open and 
control this passage ; and the extension of Cana­
dian settlements was in their view a necessary 
step to that end. The royal designs had always 
favored settlements, but it was very difficult to 
know what course was best, when secret intrigues 
and conflicting interests kept up a series of con­
tradictory representations. 
The governors, who were generally anx10us 
to extend the colony, were entangled in al l man-
Chap. III.] ST. LUSSON AT THE SAULT.
21
ner of snares, and were misrepresented and op-
posed by those who would find no profit in the
extended jurisdiction of civil government. And
the first efforts to extend the royal dominions
resulted only in the establishment of a few mili-
tary posts. But the explorations had a permanent
value. .^
In 1669 or 1670, Talon, then Intendant of
New France, sent, or claimed the credit of send-
ing out, two parties to discover the South Sea
passage. It was supposed for some time that
the short route from Lake Superior to Hudson's
Bay was all that lay between the colony and the
South Sea. This notion prevailed in Champlain's
time; and while further experience had created
doubts concerning the precise way, it was still
thought the upper lake road was likely to be the
true one. De St. Lusson was accordingly des-
patched in that direction, and Robert Cavelier,
Sieur de La Salle, was ordered to the southward.
St. Lusson pursued his journey energetically,
and on his return in 1671, he held a council of
all the northern tribes at the Sault de Ste. Marie,
where they formed an alliance with the French,
and acknowledged their supremacy.'
From that time forward it would appear that
there was a military post kept up beside the
mission, and the traders made it a rallying point.
I He supposed that he had been within 300 leagues from the Vermilion
or South Sea and the Western Sea, where there was but 1500 leagues more
of navigation to Tartary, China and Japan. — 9 A^. V. Doc, 72.
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CHAP. I I I . ] 'T .  LUSSON AT TH E AULT . 21  
ner of  snares,  and were mis represented and op­
posed by those who wou ld  find no profit in the 
extended j u risd iction of civi l government. And 
the first  efforts to extend the royal domin ions 
resulted only i n  the establ ishment of a few mi l i ­
tary posts. But the explorations had a permanent 
value .  
In  I 669 or  r 670, Talon ,  then I n tendant of 
New France, $ent, or  claimed the credit  of send­
i ng out, two parties to discover the South Sea 
passage. It was supposed for some time  that 
the short rou te from Lake Superior to H u dson's  
Bay was a l l  that lay between  the colony and the 
South Sea. This  notion prevailed in  Champlain ' s  
time ; and whi le  fu rther experience had created 
doubts concerning the precise way, it was sti l l  
thought the upper lake road was l ikely to be the 
true one .  De St .  Lusson was accordingly des­
patched in that d irection ,  and Robert Cavel ier, 
Sieu r de La Sal le, was ordered to the southward . 
St. Lusson pursued his journey energetical ly, 
and on his retu rn in  r 67 r ,  he held a cou ncil of 
al l the northern tribes at the Sau l t  de Ste. Marie, 
where they formed an all iance with the French, 
and acknowledged thei r  su premacy. 1 
From that time forward i t  would appear that 
there was a mi l i tary post kept up beside the 
mission,  and the traders made it a ral lying point . 
1 H e  supposed that he h ad been within 300 leagues from t h e  Vermi lion 
or South Sea and the W estern Sea, where there was but 1 500 leaaues more 
of navigation to Tartary, C h ina and J apan.-9 N. Y. Doc. , 7 2 .  
22 FRENCH AND INDIAN INTERCOURSE. [Chap. III.
The French in their early deaHngs with the
Indians, and especially with the Iroquois, had
done very much like the English, and made no
attempt to conciliate them. But they discovered
the mistake, and by resorting to friendly methods
very soon conciliated most of their savage
neighbors. The chiefs and people were treated
courteously, and without that haughty arrogance
which has too often attended the dealinor of the
whites with the natives. The French settlers
received and dealt with them on relations of
equality, and they lived together on the kindest
terms. It has been noticed by all who are fam-
iliar with frontier life that the social relations of
the French and Indians are exceptionally pleasant.
The young, men were at home among the tribes,
and often spent months with them, hunting and
roving. The wigwam fare contented them, and
they lived as their hosts lived. They were often
formally adopted as chiefs, and acted as friends
of the tribe whenever it was necessary to inter-
vene on their behalf. It was also very common
for the kindly French woman to receive the
young girls into her house, and teach them
household industry. The removal of the Indians
from Michigan has broken up these ancient ties,
but it was once a pleasant as well as familiar
sight to witness the delight with which the old
chiefs and their French brothers met, after a long
separation, and exchanged their experiences.
The alliance formed under the direction of
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22 FRENCH A N D  INDIAN I NTERCOURSE. [CHAP. I I I .  
The French in their early deal ings with the 
Indians, and especial ly  with the I roquois , had 
done very much l ike the English, and made no 
attempt to conci l iate them .  But  they discovered 
the m istake, and by resorting to friendly methods 
very soon conci l iated most of the ir  savage 
neighbors . The chiefs and people were treated 
cou rteously, and without  that haughty arrogance 
which has too often attended the dealing of the 
whites with the natives .  The French settlers 
received and dealt with them on relations  of 
equal i ty, and they l ived together on the k indest 
terms .  It  has been noticed by all who are fam­
i l iar with frontier  l ife that the social relations of  
the French and Indians are exceptionally pleasant. 
The young. men were at home among the tribes, 
and often spent months wi th them, hu n ti ng and 
roving. The wigwam fare contented them, and 
they l ived as the i r  hosts l ived. They were often 
formally adopted as chiefs, and acted as friends 
of the tribe whenever it was necessary to i n ter­
vene on their behalf. I t  was also very common 
for the kindly French woman to rece ive the 
young girls i n to her  house, and teach them 
household industry. The removal of the I ndians 
from Michigan has broken up  these ancient  t ies, 
but i t  was once a pleasant as well as famil iar 
s ight to witness the del ight with which the old 
chiefs and the ir  French brothers met, after a long 
separation, and exchanged thei r  experiences. 
The all iance formed under the direction of 
Chap. III.] DOLLIER AND GALINEE
23
St. Lusson was the primary means of closing the
Northwest against the EngHsh until after the
conquest.
La Salle, who was afterwards to become more
famous than St. Lusson, did not at this time com-
plete his explorations. There were joined with
him in his expedition two seminary priests,
Dollier de Casson and Galinee. Dollier was a
man of great personal strength, and an old officer
of cavalry under Turenne. Galinee was especially
skilled in surveying, and was to act as geographer.
They all kept together until, after waiting in the
country of the Senecas for a guide, they changed
their plans and went to the head of Lake Ontario,
where they met Louis Joliet. He had come down
from the upper lakes, and recommended them to
take that course instead of going to the Ohio.
Dollier and his companion concluded to do this,
and La Salle remained behind. They spent the
winter at Lone Point on the north shore of Lake
Erie, and in the spring set out again, but having
lost most of their baggage by a storm at Pointe
Pelee, they concluded to return to Montreal.
They passed up the Detroit River, and near the
present city of Detroit found a rude stone idol
of repute as a manitou, and worshipped by the
Indians. These objects of superstition seem to
have been found in several places about the
lakes, and received offerings of tobacco and
other articles. The nearest one above Detroit
was the White Rock in Lake Huron, which Mr.
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CHAP. I I I . ]  DOLLIER AND GALI EE 23 
t. Lusson was the primary means of closing the 
Northwest against the English until after the 
conquest. 
La Salle, who was afterwards to become more 
famous than St. Lusson, did not at this time com ­
plete his explorations. There were joined with 
h im m h is expedition two eminary priests, 
Dollier de Casson and Galinee. Dollier was a 
man of great personal strength and an old officer 
of cavalry under Turenne. Galinee was especially 
skilled in surveying, and v,ras to act as geographer. 
They all kept together until, after waiting in the 
country of the Senecas for a guide, they changed 
their plans and went to the head of Lake O ntario, 
where they met Lou is Joliet. He had come down 
from the upper lakes and recommended them to 
take that course instead of going to the O hio. 
Dollier and h is com panion concluded to do this 
and La Salle remained behind. They spent the 
winter at Long Point on the north shore of Lake 
Erie, and in the spring set out again, but having 
lost most of their baggage by a storm at Pointe 
Pelee, they concluded to return to Montreal. 
They passed u p  the Detroit River and near the 
present city of Detroit found a rude stone idol 
of repute as a man itou, and worshipped by the 
Indians. These objects of superstition seem to 
have been found in several places about the 
lakes, and received. offering of tobacco and 
other articles. The nearest one above Detroit 
was the White Rock in Lake H uron,  which M r. 
24 IMAGE - BREAKING. • L^HAr. lit.
Schoolcraft passed on his journey In 1820 with
Gen. Cass's expedition towards the source of
the Mississippi.' The zealous missionaries relate
that after their recent misfortunes there was no
one In the party who was not filled with hatred
against the false divinity. They broke the Idol
in pieces with one of their axes, and contrived,
by joining two canoes, to take the largest frag-
ment Into deej5 water with the remainder, and so
disposed of the abomination.
This Is said by Mr. Parkman to be the first
passage through Detroit River of which a record
has been preserved, although not the first In fact.^
The same reliable writer has discovered evidence
of the continued labors of La Salle during the
next few years, of which no full account has been
published, which Indicates that he was not without
success In his preliminary work. But the Report
of Courcelles in 1671 shows an accurate know-
ledge of the geography of all the lakes but Lake
Michigan, which must have come from earlier
explorations, and which was not much Improved
upon by subsequent travellers.^
1 Mr. Schoolcraft in that expedition remarked that he did not see any
offerings except of articles of no value, and cjuestioned the extent of the
reverence paid the images. Joutel in his journey says the Indians feared
death unless they made offerings, and Charlevoix speaks of offerings as acts
of homage. — Ckatlevoix, Letter 19, Joutei, (i La Hist. Doc.) 182. Henry
gives several illustrations of these superstitions. — Henry's Travels passim.
2 Discovery of the Great West, 16, 17.
3 9 N. Y. Doc, 81. Id., p. 21.
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24 IMAGE - BREAKING . • LtHAP. i i t . 
Schoolcraft passed on his jou rney m 1 8  20  with 
Gen.  Cass 's  expedition towards the source of  
the Mississippi .  1 The zealous missionaries relate 
that after the ir  recent  misfortunes there was no 
one in  the party who was not fil led with hatred 
against the false divin ity. They broke the idol 
in  pieces with one of the ir  axes, and contrived, 
by join ing two canoes,  to take the largest frag­
ment in to deep wate r with the remainder, and so 
d isposed of the abomination .  
This is said by M r. Parkman to be the firs t  
passage through Detroit  River of which a record 
has been preserved, al though not the first  i n  fact.2 
The same rel iable writer has d iscovered evidence 
of the continued labors of La Salle du ring the 
next few years,  of which no ful l  account  has been 
publ ished, which indicates that he was not without 
success in  his prel im inary work. Bu t  the Report 
of Courcel les in 1 67 1  shows an accu rate know­
ledge of the geography of al l  the lakes but Lake 
M ichigan, which must  have come from earl ier  
explorations, and which was not much improved 
upon by subseq u ent travel lers . 3  
x Mr. Schoolcraft in  that expedition remarked that he d i d  n o t  see any 
offerings except of arti cles of no value,  and questioned the extent of the 
reverence paid the i m ages. J outel  in  his  j o urney says the I ndians feared 
death unless they made offerings, and Charlevoix speaks of offerings a� acts 
of homage.- Cha? levoix, Letter 1 9 ,  Joute/, ( 1  La Hist. Doc. ) 1 82. Henry 
gives several i l lustrations of these superstiti ons.-Henry's Tt avels passim. 
2 Discovery of the Great W est, 1 6, 1 7. 
3 9 N. Y. Doc. , 8 r .  I d . ,  p. 2 1 .  
Chap. III.] TRADE jEALOUStES. 25
Meanwhile the posts of Michlllmackmac and
the Sault were becoming- more important, as the
traders extended their enterprises. About this
time several names appear in history which are
prominent among the great discoverers and
leaders. Most of them were recognized chiefs of
the coureurs de bois. And their place in our
early annals is due to a course of affairs which
was noteworthy.
The fur trade, as already mentioned, was
regarded at Quebec and Montreal, as it was in
the New York posts, as the chief end and aim of
colonial enterprise. Every one, from the Gov-
ernor down, was suspected, and perhaps justly,
of having a part in it ; and the principal struggle
seems to have been between the monopolists and
the irregular traders. The church revenues were
increased by it, and widows and orphans were
allowed privileges which they sold profitably. The
result was that the country swarmed with the
coureurs de bois, who were the indispensable agents
of all parties legally or illegally engaged in the
traffic. The missionaries were opposed to them,
for the assigned reason that they demoralized the
Indians whom they were laboring to convert. For
the same reason they opposed the forming ot
posts and establishments on the frontier. The
monopolists sometimes succeeded in getting such
restrictions laid upon the post commanders as pre
vented them from dealing on their own accoun
with the Indians for certain kinds of furs, and
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CHAP.  I I I . ] T R A D E  j EA tOU tES .  25 
Meanwhi le the posts of Michil imackinac and 
the Saul t  were becoming more important, as the 
traders extended the ir  enterprises .  About this 
time several names appear in history which are 
prominent among the great discoverers and 
leaders. Most of them were recognizPd chiefs of 
the coureurs de bois. And their place in  our 
early annals i s  due to a cou rse of affairs which 
was noteworthy. 
The fu r  trade, as already mentioned, was 
regarded at Quebec and Montreal, as it was in  
the N ew York posts, as the chief end and aim of 
colon ial enterprise .  Every one ,  from the Gov­
ernor down , was suspected, and perhaps j ustly 
of having a part in  i t ; and the principal struggle 
seems to have been between the monopolists and 
the i rregu lar traders .  The church revenues were 
increased by i t, and widows and orphans were 
allowed privileges which they sold profitably. The 
result  was that the country swarmed with the 
coureurs de bo-is, who were the indispensable agents 
of all parties legally or  i l legally  engaged in  the 
traffic. The missionaries were opposed to them, 
for the assigned reason that they demoralized the 
Indians whom they were laboring to convert. For 
the same reason they opposed the forming ot 
posts and establ ishments on the frontier. The 
monopol ists sometimes succeeded in  o-etting such 
restrictions laid upon the post commanders as pre 
vented them from dealing on thei r own accoun 
with the Indians for ce rtain k inds  of fu rs,  and 
26 CARIGNAN REGIMENT. [Chap. III.
when the trade was in the hands of the great
companies, as it was a large part of the time,
they had their own agents at the forts.
The result was that a contraband trade grew
up, which it was asserted brought the furs into
the hands of the English, and built up their com-
merce. Their emissaries were also said to be
getting into friendly relations with the Western
tribes, and drawincr them into trade with the Iro-
quois and the New York agencies.
The influences which were brought to bear on
the French government were secret but powerful,
and the com^eurs de bois were outlawed and pro-
scribed unless they came in and ceased their wan-
derings. The Governor, with a patriotic desire
to save the colony from the destruction which this
would have inevitably brought upon it, succeeded
in so far modifying this policy as to put them
under some reasonable regulation, whereby he
saved their services to the colony and secured the
trade. The frontiers were reached by leaders of
reputation, and posts were planted so judiciously
as to shut out the English altogether. These
men deserve special mention.
When the Marquis de Tracy came out as Vice
Roy in 1665, it was with the expectation of using
strong measures to suppress the Iroquois, who
were aggressive and were regarded as dangerous
neighbors. For this crusade against the Western
infidels he brought out the famous Carignan Reg-
iment, which had been first organized in Savoy,
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26 CA RIGNAN REGIMENT. [CHAP. I I I .  
when the trade was m the hands of the great 
companies,  as it was a large part of the ti me,  
they had the ir  own age n ts at the forts. 
The resu lt  was that a con traband trade grew 
u p, which it  was asserted brought the furs i n to 
the hands of the Engl ish, and bu i lt  up their  com­
m erce .  Thei r emissaries were also said to be 
getti ng i n to frien dly relations  with the W estern 
tribes,  and d rawi ng them into trade with the Iro­
quois and the N ew York agencies. 
The influe nces which were brought to bea r o n  
the Fren ch govern ment  we re secret bu t powerfu l , 
and the co ureztrs de bois were ou tlawed and pro­
sc ribed un less they cam e in and ceased their wan ­
de r ings. The Governor, with a patriotic desire 
to save the colony from the de struction which this 
woul d  have inevitably brought u pon i t, succeeded 
in  so far modifying thi s  pol icy as to pu t them 
u nder some reasonable regulation,  whe reby he 
saved the ir  services to the colony and secured the 
trade. The fron tiers were reached by leaders of 
re pu tation ,  and posts we re planted so j udiciously 
as to shu t  out  the E nglish al together. These 
m e n  dese rve special mention. 
When the Marquis  de Tracy came out as Vice 
Roy i n  r 665 ,  i t  was with the expectation of  using 
. trong measu res to su ppress the Iroquois, who 
were aggressive and were regarded as dangerou s 
ne ighbors.  For this  cru sade against  the Western 
i nfidels he brought out the famous Carignan Reg­
iment, which had been first organized in Savoy, 
Chap. III.] COLONIAL NOBLESSE. 27
and was afterwards turned over to the French
King. It was a famous body of troops which
had won its latest laurels in fiorhtine aoainst the
Turks on the Austrian frontier. The officers were
all gentlemen belonging to the noblesse, of French
or Italian origin, and of tried valor. With this
regiment another had been consolidated, known as
that of Salieres, and the whole force was there-
after known as the Carignan-Salieres Regiment.
The colonial levies were also under the command
of officers of good birth, most of whom are still
represented among the French families of Canada
and the Northwest.
When the Iroquois war was over, the officers
and men of the Carignan Regiment were mostly
retained in the country. Many of the former
obtained Seigneuries, and attempted to get a sup-
port from their new estates. But the early tra-
vellers give a sad account of the straits to which
these veterans were exposed, in keeping the wolf
from the door. They were brave and adventu-
rous, and worthy to rank with those early heroes
of discovery, Gilbert and Raleigh and Drake,
who found in the favor of Oueen Elizabeth incen-
tives to enterprise which her successors could
not appreciate. They were mostly devoted mem-
bers of the Gallican Church, but not on as eood
terms with the Jesuits as with the other orders,
who paid less attention to the Indians and more
to their own countrymen. The French court
and the Governors General appreciated the value
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CHAP. HI.] COLONIAL NOBLESSE. 27  
and was afterwards tu rned over to the French 
King. It was a famous body of troops which 
had won i ts latest lau rel s  in fighting against the 
Tu rks on the Austrian frontier. The officers were 
all gentlemen belonging to the noblesse ,  of  French 
or I talian origin ,  and of tr ied valor. Wi th th is 
regiment another had been consol idated, known as 
that of Sal ieres, and the whole force was there­
after known as the Carignan-Sal ieres Regiment. 
The colon ial l evies were also under the command 
of officers of good bi rth, most of w horn are sti l l  
represented among the French famil ies of Canada 
and the Northwest. 
When the I roquois war was over, the officers 
and men of the Carignan Regiment were mostly 
retained in the country. Many of the former 
obtained Seigneuries, and attempted to get  a sup­
port from the i r  new estates .  Bu t the early tra­
vel lers give a sad account of the strai ts to which 
these veterans were exposed, in keeping the wolf 
from the door. They were brave and adventu­
rous, and worthy to rank with those early heroes 
of d iscovery, Gilbert and Rale igh and Drake, 
who found in the favor of Queen Elizabeth incen­
t ives to enterprise which her successors could 
not appreciate . They were mostly devoted mem­
bers of the Gall ican Chu rch, but not on as good 
terms with the J esu i ts as with the other orders, 
who paid less attention to the I ndians and more 
to their  own countrymen .  The French court 
and the Governors General appreciated the value 
28 HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY. fCHAr. HI.
of soldiers. The civilians were more attentive to
the interests of trade, and looked upon the bold
adventurers, who '* would rather hear the bird
sing than the mouse squeak," as the Sheriff of
Nottingham did on Robin Hood.
The sagacious ministers had determined to
use this valuable material to extend discovery.
The expeditions which Talon reports himself to
have sent out were probably suggested, at least,
from France. It is one of the curious facts con-
nected with the colonial administration that the
public documents are usually made to exhibit the
local authorities as originating everything, when
the facts brought to light from other sources, in
the Marine Department and elsewhere, show that
they were compelled to permit what they osten-
sibly directed. But, however this may be, it had
become necessary to move in the matter, or run
the risk of serious difficulty in the future.
On the second day of May, 1670, Charles II.
issued letters patent incorporating " The Governor
and Company of Adventurers of England, trading
into Hudson's Bay," granting them the sole trade
and commerce of the waters within the entrance
of Hudson's Straits, except in the lands not
granted to others nor possessed by any other
Christian prince or state. The ignorance that pre-
vailed on the subject of the boundaries between the
two nations in those parts, and the certainty that
future boundaries must depend much on actual
control or occupancy, made it necessar)^ to move
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
21
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
28 H U DSON' '.BAY CO M PA N Y .  [CHAP. I l l .  
of soldie rs .  The civi l ians were more attentive to 
the in terests of trade, and looked upon the bold 
adventu rers, who " would rather hear the bird 
sing than the mouse squeak," as the Sheriff of 
Nottingham did on Robin Hood. 
The sagaciou s ministers had determined to 
u se this valuable material to extend discovery. 
The expeditions which Talon reports himself to 
have sent out were probably suggested, at least, 
from France. It i s  one of the cu rious facts con­
nected with the colon ial admin istration that the 
publ ic documents are usually made to exhibit the 
local authorities as originating everything, when 
the facts brought to l ight from other sources, in 
the Marine Department and elsewhere, show that 
they were compelled to permit  what they osten­
sibly di rected . But, however this may be, i t  had 
become necessary to move in the matte r, or ru n 
the risk of serious difficul ty in  the fu tu re . 
On the second day of May, r 670, Charles I I .  
issued le tters patent incorporating " The Governor 
and Company of Adventu re rs of England, trading 
into H udson ' s  Bay, " granting them the sole trade 
and commerce of the waters within the entrance 
of H udson ' s  Straits, except in the lands not 
granted to others nor possessed by any other 
Christian prince or state . The ignorance that pre­
vailed on the subj ect of the boundaries between the 
two nations in those parts, and the certain ty that 
fu tu re boundaries must depend much on actual 
con trol or occupancy made it necessary to move 
Chap. III.] CHECKS AND BALANCES.
29
at once, or run a risk of losing command of the
Northern trade.'
At this time New York was In possession of
the Dutch, but a few years after, in 1674, this
also passed into the hands of the English, who
were disposed to make the most of their chances,
and anxious to form such trading connections as
would have hemmed in Canada, and shut off its
whole western and northwestern traffic.
In 1672 Colbert advised Talon to offer a re-
ward for the discovery of the South Sea. The
King and Colbert united at or about the same
time in a secret letter to Frontenac, which gives
a curious illustration of the diplomacy of the
period. Expressing warm commendation of the
clergy of both orders for their devotion and ser-
vices to relia"ion, and commendincr them to hirfi
consideration, it advises the Governor, without
creating any apparent rupture, to restrain the
designs of the Jesuit Fathers in Quebec within
proper bounds of respect for the temporal author-
ity, and to encourage and protect the ecclesiastics
of the Seminary of St. Sulpice at Montreal as
well as the Recollet Fathers, in Quebec, — " it
being necessary to support the two ecclesiastical
bodies, in order to counterbalance the authority
I In May. 1872, my valued friend, Hon. David Mills, M. P., presented
to the Dominion Government an elaborate and thorough report on the boun-
daries of the Province and of the Hudson's Bay Company, which is of much
historical value, and contains information not, so far as I know, made public
in any other work. — See A Repot t on the Boundaries of the Province of On-
tario. By David Mills, M. P. Toronto, 1873.
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C W AP. I I I . ]  CHECKS AND BALANC E ' .  29 
at once, or run a risk of losing command of the 
Northern trade. 1 
At this t ime N ew York was i n  possess10n of 
the Dutch, but a few years afte r, in  r 67 4 thi s  
also passed into the hands of the Engl ish ,  who 
were disposed to make the most of the i r  chances,  
and anxious to form such tradi ng con nections a �  
wou ld have hemmed in  Canada, and .� hut  off i ts 
whole western and northweste rn traffic. 
In r 67 2 Colbert advised Talon to offer  a re­
ward for the discove ry of the Sou th Sea. The 
King and Colbert u ni ted at or about the same 
t ime in  a secret letter to Frontenac, which gives 
a cu nous i l lustrat ion of the diplomacy of the 
period . Expressing warm commendation of the 
clergy of both o rders for the i r  devotion and ser­
vices to rel igion , and commending them to high 
consideration, i t  advises the Governor without  
creating any apparent  ruptu re, to  restrai n the 
designs of the Jesu i t  Fathers in Quebec w i th in 
proper bou nds of respect for the temporal au thor­
i ty, and to encou rage and protect the eccles iastics 
of the Seminary of St .  Su lpice at Montreal as 
well as the Recol let  Fathers ,  in Quebec - ' i t  
being necessary to support the two ecclesiastical 
bodies ,  i n  order to cou nterbalance the au thority 
1 I n  May. 1 872 ,  my valued friend, Hon. David Mill� ,  M .  P. , present ed 
t o  the Dominion Government an elaborate and thorough report on the boun­
daries of the Province and of the Hudson's Bay Company, which is of much 
historical value, and contains information not, so far as I know, made public 
in any other work . -See A Rtpo1 t on tlu Boundan·es o.f the Proz•ince o.f On­
tan·o. By David Mills, M. P. Toronto, 1 873. 
30 JOLIET'S EXPEDITION. [Chap. III.
the Jesuit Fathers might assume to the prejudice
of His Majesty."' The next effective action may
not have orimnated in Quebec, but Frontenac and
Talon, the Intendant, both appear to have favored it.
In 1672, Grandfontaine, Governor of Acadia, sent
JoHet to the Mascoutin country (Wisconsin) to
discover the South Sea and the Mississippi River,
which was supposed to discharge itself into the
Gulf of California.^ He was joined at Mackinaw
by Father Marquette, and on the 17th of May,
1673, they left the Mission of St. Ignace on
one of the most successful of the early explora-
tions. They went up the Fox. River and across
the portage, to the Wisconsin, and thus reached
the Mississippi on the 17th of June. In another
month they reached below the 34th parallel of
latitude in the country of the Akansas, and then
returned, reaching Green Bay at the end of Sep-
tember. Joliet went on to Quebec in the next
year, arriving there during the summer. The
Governor reports him as having found continuous
navigation excepting at Niagara, from Lake
Ontario to the Gulf of Mexico, and as having
discovered admirable countries. ^ Mr. Shea, in
his excellent history of the Discovery of the
Mississippi River, gives a copy of that portion of
Frontenac's Report which refers to this journey in
the original French, as it refutes one of Henne-
1 9 N. Y. Doc, 88.
2 Frontenac's Letter to France. See 9 N. Y. Doc, 92.
3 9 N. Y, Doc, 121.
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3 0  JOLI ET'S EXPEDITION. [CHAP. III .  
the J esui t  Fathers might assu me to the p rej u dice 
of H is Maj esty." 1  The next effective action may 
not have originated in  Quebec, bu t Frontenac and 
Talon,  the I nten dant, both appear to have favored it .  
In I 67 2 ,  Grandfontaine,  Governor of Acadia, sent  
Jol iet  to the Mascoutin cou ntry (Wisconsin) to 
discover the Sou th Sea and the M ississippi Rive r, 
which was supposed to discharge itself i nto the 
Gulf  of Cal ifornia.2  H e  was j oined at Mackinaw 
by Father Marqu ette, and on the I 7 th of M ay, 
I 67 3 ,  they left the M ission of St.  Ignace on 
one of the most su ccessful  of the early explora­
tions .  They went  up the Fox River  and across 
the portage, to the Wisconsin,  and thu s  reached 
the Mississippi on the I 7 th of  J u n e. In anoth e r  
month they reached below the 3 4th parallel  of  
latitu de
· 
in  the coun try of  the Akansas, and then 
retu rned, reachi n g  Green Bay at the end of  Sep­
tembe r. Joliet went on to Qu ebec in  the n ext 
year, arriving there d u ring the summer. The 
Governor reports him as having fou nd continuou s  
navigation excepting a t  N iagara, from Lake 
Ontario to the Gul f  of M exico, and as having 
discove red adm i rable cou n tries.3  M r. Shea, i n  
h i s  excel lent  h istory o f  the Discovery of the 
M ississippi Rive r, gives a copy of that portion of  
Fronte nac's Report which refers to  this j o u rn ey in  
the o riginal French, as  i t  refute s  one of  H en ne-
r 9 N .  Y .  Doc. , 88. 
2 Frontenac's Letter to France. See 9 N. Y. Doc., 92. 
3 9 N. Y.  Doc. , 1 2 1 .  
Chap. III. J LA SALLE. 31
pin's assertions concerning Joliet's failure to report
to the crovernment.'
Joliet probably went eastward through the
Detroit River and Lake Erie.
In 1675, a patent of nobility was granted to
Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, for meritorious
services.^ Among the things which His Majesty
regards as especially worthy of reward among
his Canadian subjects, is "despising the greatest
perils, in order to extend to the ends of this New
World our name and our dominion." It is to be
inferred that La Salle had spent some time, at
least, in distant explorations which have not yet
been published.
Meanwhile there is nothing of record bearing
directly on the history of Michigan, beyond the
occasional references to the missions and the
traders. There is reason to believe that Du
Luth and others had already penetrated far into
the Northwest, and the reports which credit him
with the discovery of the Upper Mississippi are
not improbable. Hennepin was rescued by him
in July, 1680, in the upper country, and it was
probably familiar ground.
In 1678, La Salle, having returned to France,
obtained Royal letters authorizing him to spend
five years in exploring, with liberty to build forts
where he should deem it necessary, and hold
1 Shea's History of Discovery of the Mississippi, p. xxxiii.
2 9 N. Y. Doc, 125.
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CHAP.  I I I . J LA SALLE. 3 1  
pin ' s  asse rtions concerni ng Jol iet' s  fail u re to report 
to the governme n t. 1 
J ol ie t  probably went  eastward th rough the 
Detroit River and Lake Erie .  
In 1 6 7 5 ,  a paten t  of nobil i ty was granted to 
Robert Cavel ier, Sieu r de la Salle ,  for meritorious 
services . 2  Among the things which H is Majesty 
regards as especial ly worthy of reward among 
his Canadian subj ects, i s  " despis ing the greatest 
peri ls ,  in orde r to extend to the ends of th is  N e¥. 
World ou r name and our domin ion ."  I t  is  to be 
i n ferred that La Sal le  had spent  some time ,  at 
l east, i n  d istant explorations which have not yet 
been  publ ished.  
M eanwhile there 1s  noth i ng of record beari ng 
d i rectly on the history of Mich igan ,  beyond the 
occasional refe rences to the miss ions and the 
trade rs .  There is reason to bel ieve that Du 
Luth and others had al ready penetrated far in to 
the Northwest, and the reports which credit  him 
with the d iscovery of the Upper M ississ ippi are 
not improbable. Hennepin was rescued by him 
in J uly, I 680, in the upper cou ntry and i t  was 
probably famil iar ground .  
I n  r 678 ,  La Salle, hav ing retu rned to F ranee .  
obta ined Royal l etters authoriz ing him to spend 
five years in exploring, with l iberty to bu i ld  fort � 
where he should deem i t  necessary, and hold 
1 Shea's History of  Discovery o f  t h e  M ississippi, p. xxxi i i .  
2 9 N. Y. Doc.,  1 25 .  
32
CHEVALIER DE TONTY. [Chap. III.
them with the same privileges as his fort at
Frontenac. He was not to trade with the
Outawacs (Ottawas) or others who bring their
beavers and peltries to Montreal, but was to
have the right to trade in buffalo-skins. There
is reason to believe that La Salle had with the
concurrence of Frontenac and others given a lib-
eral construction to his trading privileges at Fort
Frontenac, and such seems to have been a com-
mon practice.
He returned to Canada, having with him an
associate who from that time onward was his
faithful friend and follower, and who was one of
the most efficient men that ever came to Amer-
ica. His name appears constantly in the early
records of dealings in Michigan. This was Henry,
the Chevalier de Tonty. He was of Italian
origin, but his father. Lorenzo Tonty had settled
in Paris, and was there as early as 1653, as in
that year he submitted to the King the financial
scheme of life interests and survivorships once
quite popular under the name of Tontine. The
Chevalier began his military career in the French
army as a cadet in 1668, and served several
years by land and water, the naval service then
not having been separated from the military as
completely as it has been since. During the Sici-
lian Campaign he lost a hand at Libisso by a
grenade, and was taken prisoner, and exchanged
six months after. His hand was replaced by one
of steel, which gave him the name of Iron-hand,
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32 CHEV ALI ER DE TONTY.  [CHAP. I I I. 
them with the same p rivi leges as his fort at  
Frontenac. H e  was not to trade with the 
Outawacs (Ottawa�) or others who bring their  
beavers and pel tries to Montreal, bu t was to 
have the right to trade in buffalo-sk ins .  There 
is  reason to be lieve that La Salle  had with the 
concu rrence of Frontenac and others given a l ib­
e ral construction to his trading privi leges at Fort 
Frontenac, and such seems to have been a com­
mon practice. 
H e  retu rned to Canada, having with him an 
associate who from that time onward was h i s  
faithful  frien d  and  follower, and who was one of  
the most efficient  men  that ever came to  Amer­
ica. H is name appears constantly i n  the early 
records of dealings in Michigan .  This was H en ry, 
the Cheval ier de Tonty. H e  was of I talian 
origin ,  but his father . Lorenzo Ton ty had settled 
i n  Paris, and was · there as  early as  I 65 3 ,  as in  
that year he  submitted to the K ing the financial 
scheme of l i fe i n terests and su rvivorships once 
qu i te popular u nder the name of 'Tontine. The 
Chevalier began his m il i tary career in the French 
army as a cadet  i n  I 668, and served several 
years by land and water, the naval service then 
not having been separated from the mil i tary as 
completely as it has been s ince .  Du ring the Sici­
l ian Campaign he lost a hand at Libisso by a 
grenade, and was taken prisoner, and exchanged 
six months after. H is hand was replaced by one 
of steel ,  which gave him the name of I ron-hand, 
Chap. III.] THE GRIFFIN. 33
among- the Indians who had great respect for
him. He returned again to the wars, but when
peace was declared he was thrown out of em-
ployment. He was recommended to La Salle by
the Princess of Conti, and when that leader came
back to Canada Tonty came with him. Henry
de Tonty had a younger brother who was for a
long time in command at Detroit, and was there
when Charlevoix visited the place in 1721. On
his return to America La Salle at once becjan
preparations for his work. He met with many
embarrassments, but finally, in the winter of 1678-9,
began building a vessel of sixty tons burden, a
few miles above Niagara Falls. This was com-
pleted in the spring or early summer of 1 679.
This vessel, which was the first that ever sailed
on Lake Erie or the upper lakes, was called the
Griffin, and bore a carved image of that heraldic
monster as a figure-head, in honor of Frontenac,
being part of his coat of arms. And in further
evidence of his fealty to his friend and patron, La
Salle is reported to have boasted that he would
make the Griffin fly higher than the ravens, the
black-gowns or Jesuits having gained that sobri-
quet. The little ship was provided with five
small cannon and two arquebuses a croc, or wall-
pieces usually mounted on tripods. The quarter-
deck castle was surmounted by a carved eagle.
A vessel of that tonnage was narrow quarters for
the number of men in the company, and the old
engravings (which, though not probably from
3
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
21
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. I f ! . ]  T H E  G R I F F I N .  33 
among the I ndians who had great respect for 
him·. H e  retu rned again to the wars, bu t when 
peace was declared he \\ as thrown O U  t of em­
ployment. He was recommended to La Salle by 
the Princess of Conti ,  and when that leader came 
back to Canada Tonty came with h im . H en ry 
de Tonty had a younger brothe r who was for a 
long t ime in  command at Detroit, and was the re 
when Charlevoix vis i ted the place in  I 7 2 I .  On 
h i s  retu rn to America La Salle a t  once began 
preparations for his work .  H e  met  with many 
embarrassments ,  but fi nally, in the winter of I 678 -9, 
began bu i ld ing a vessel of sixty tons bu rden ,  a 
few mi les above N iagara Fall s .  This  was com­
pleted in the spri ng or early  su mmer of I 679 .  
This vessel ,  which was the first that ever  sailed 
on Lake Erie or the upper lakes, was cal led the 
Griffin,  and bore a carved image of that herald ic 
monste r as a figu re-head, in honor of Frontenac, 
being part of his coat of arms .  And in further  
evidence of h is  fealty to h is  friend and patron ,  La 
Salle is reported to have boasted that he wou ld 
make the Griffin fly h igher than the ravens, the 
black-gowns or Jesu i ts having gained that sobri­
quet. The l i ttle ship  was provided with five 
smal l cannon and two arquebuses d croc, or wal l­
pieces usual ly mounted on tripods. The quarte r­
deck .castle was su rmounted by a carved eagle .  
A vessel of that tonnage was narrow quarte rs for 
the number of men in  the company, and the old 
engravings (which, though not probably from 
3 
34
RIBOURDE. MEMBRE. HENNEPIN. [Chap. III.
drawings, represented die usual style of that time)
show the high stern and after cabin, which were
then universal, and may have had something to
do with her final wreck. It is worthy of notice
that skilled mechanics and artists should be found
in such an expedition. The old chapels in the
Northwest, where there was no local demand for
artists, sometimes show bits of carving which
would be creditable anywhere, and indicate great
skill in the early workmen. On this eventful
voyage, in addition to his sailors and other follow-
ers, La Salle was accompanied by three priests.
Gabriel de la Ribourde, the last scion of an old
family of Burgundian nobles, came out in his old
age to preach the gospel in the wilderness, and
was head of the mission, although Hennepin con-
veys the impression that he himself was in fact,
if not in name, both civil and religious director.
Father Zenobe Membre was of less note, but
evidently a good and faithful man. Hennepin,
whose reputation is not savory, was the third.
The latter wrote various versions of the history
of the expedition, which are in many respects
sufficiently reliable, but which are grossly unfair
to La Salle and Tonty as well as others, and to
which in the later editions are appended narra-
tives that are generally discredited. These appen-
dages do not concern Michigan, and need not be
discussed. He was evidently distrusted by La
Salle and Tonty. He accounts for the enmity
of the former, by alleging he had rebuked him
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34 R I BOU R D E.  M EM BRE.  HENNEPIN.  [CHAP. I I I .  
drawings, represented the usual style of that t ime) 
show the h igh stern and after cabin ,  which were 
then u n iversal, and may have had someth ing to 
do with her final wreck. It i s  worthy of notice 
that ski l led mechanics and artists shou ld be found 
i n · such  an expedition .  The o ld  chapels i n  the 
N orthwest, where there was no local demand for 
artis ts ,  sometimes show bi'ts of carv ing which 
would be c reditable anywh�re, and i ndicate great 
skill i n  the early workmen .  On this eventfu l  
voyage, i n  add i tion to h i s  sai lors and  other follow­
ers ,  La Salle  was accom pan ied by three priests. 
Gabriel de la Ribou rde, the last scion of an old 
family of Burgu ndian nobles, came ou t in  his old 
age to preach the gospel  i n  the wi lderness, and 
was head of the miss ion,  although H ennep in  con­
veys the impression that he h imself was in fact, 
if not i n  name, both c iv i l  and · re l igious di rector. 
Father  Zenobe l\!Iembre was of less note, but 
eviden tly a good and faithfu l  man.  Hennepin , 
whose reputation is not savory, was the th i rd .  
The · latte·r wrote ·various vers ions of  the h istory 
of' the · expedit ion ,  which are i n  many respects 
sufficiently rel iable ,  bu t which are grossly u nfai r 
to La Salle  and Tonty as wel l  as others, and to 
which in the late r edit ions are appended narra­
tives that are general ly d iscredited. These appen­
dages do not concern M ichigan,  and need not be 
d iscussed. He was eviden tly  distrusted by La 
Sal le  and Tonty. He accoun ts for the enmi ty 
of the former, by alleging he had rebuked h im 
Chap. III.] THE GRIFFIN SAILS. O 5
freely for religious shortcomings. He lays Tonty's
dislike to the inveterate hatred of the old soldier
against all subjects of the King of Spain ; and
his suspicion of the monk's fidelity was extreme,
and, as it turned out, not illfounded.
The vessel was manned by voyageurs and
other men of experience in the country, and the
pilot Lucas was an old salt water mariner of
some pretensions. There is no doubt but that
La Salle had taken some pains to supply himself
with proper material for his expedition.
On the seventh of August, 1679, the Griffin
started on her first voyage to the Northwest,
beginning her course with the singing of the Te
Deum, and the firing of cannon. The wind was
favorable and she made a quick passage over
Lake Erie, anchoring at the mouth of Detroit
River or the Strait on the evening of the tenth
of August.
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CHAP. I I I . ]  T H E  GR I FF I N  SA l L  . 8 5  
freely for rel igious shortcom ings.  H e  lays Ton ty' s 
dis l ike to the inveterate hatred of the old soldie r 
against  al l  subjects of the King of C:: pai n ; and 
his  suspic ion of the monk's fidel i ty was extr me , 
and, as i t  tu rned ou t, not i l lfounded.  
The vessel was manned by voyageu rs and 
other men of experience in  the country, and the 
pi lot Lucas was an old sal t water mariner  of 
some pretens ions .  There i s  no doubt bu t that 
La Salle had taken some pains  to supply h imself 
with yroper mate rial for his expedi tion . 
On the seventh of August, I 679, the Griffin 
started on her fi rst voyage to  the Northwest, 
beginn ing her cou rse wi th the si nging of the Te 
Deum ,  and the fi ring of cannon . The wind was 
favorable and she made a quid� passage over  
Lake Erie ,  anchoring at  the mouth of Detro i t  
River o r  the Strai t  on the even ing of the ten th 
of August . 
CHAPTER IV.
EARLY SETTLEMENTS IN MICHIGAN.
The Griffin was built during the winter and
spring of 1679. In the autumn of 1678 La vSalle
sent forward some Frenchmen to winter at Detroit,
and meet him when he should come up in the
next summer. This would indicate a knowledge
of the country, and an assurance that there was
some place suitable for a winter abode. Allusion
has already been made to the fact that the early
narratives often make no reference whatever to
the existence of posts and Indian villages lying
directly in the way of the traveller. The narra-
tives of the voyage of the Griffin do not inform
us of any sight of human beings between Niagara
and Mackinaw\ We have no certain means of
knowing whether there was any Indian town, or
any post of coureurs de bois, upon the Strait at
the time. There must have been one or the
other in all probability. Tonty was sent up in a
canoe in advance of the Griffin, to join the others
at " a place called Detroit, 1 20 leagues from
Niagara." This fact appears in Tonty's own
narrative or memoir sent to the Government in
1693, where he repeatedly refers to Detroit as a
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C H A P T E R  I V . 
EA R L\ . ETTLE M E NT ' I N  :\ 'I I C H I AK . 
THE Griffin was bu i l t  during the win ter and 
spring of  r 679 .  In the au tumn  of r 678 La Salle 
sent forward some Frenchmen to winter  at Detro i t, 
and meet h im when he should come up  i n  the 
next  summer. Thi s  would i ndicate a knowledge 
of the country, and an assurance that there was 
some place su i table for a winter  abode. Allus ion 
has already been made to the fact that the early 
narratives often make no reference whatever to 
the existence of posts and I ndian vi l lages lying 
d irectly  i n  the way of the travel ler. The narra­
tives of the voyage of the Gr iffin do not  i nform 
us of any sight of human beings between N iagara 
and Mackinaw. We have no certa in  means of 
knowing whether  the re was any I ndian town ,  or  
any post of coureurs de boz"s, upon the Strait  at 
the t ime. There must have been  one or the 
other in all probabi l i ty .  Tonty was sent  up i n  a 
canoe i n  advance of the Griffin ,  to jo in  the others 
at " a  place called Detro i t, r 20 leagues from 
N iagara. "  This  fact appears i n  Ton ty's own 
narrative or memoir  sent  to the Government  i n  
1 693,  where he  repeatedly refers to Detroit  as  a 
Chap. IV.] THE STRAIT. 37
place that can be identified as at or near where
the city of Detroit now stands/ It may have been
that the Indian town mentioned by Golden as at
" Tetuhsa Grondie' was still in existence. The
term written by the English and Dutch interpreters
in a multitude of different ways more or less
resembling it, and by the French as Taochiarontion,
Atiochiarontiong, Teiocharontiong, Techaronkion,
etc., was applied properly to an undefined region
embracing the Strait,' and according to Hennepin,
It gave a name to Lake Erie. Several of the old
maps give it this title. The name given by the
Hurons to the place where the city stands was
Karontaen, a word closely resembling If not the
same as Carantoiian, the great stronghold where
Champlain's follower, Etienne Brule, spent a winter
with a tribe supposed by Parkman to have been
the Erles.3 These men were not sent up to
explore, and it Is difficult to believe they would have
been turned out without a leader In an unknown
wilderness.
On the I ith of August, 1679, the vessel weighed
anchor and entered the Strait. The party were
gready charmed with all that they saw, and the nar-
1 I La. Documents, 53, 68, 69, 70.
2 Taochiarontion. La Cote du Detroit.— /'^//Vr y1/6'. '' ( ote'' was used
as 'Woasf' was in old English, not merely to mark a hill or water boundary,
but a vicinage or border-land.
3 Pioneers of PVance in the New World, 377-8.
The Jesuit Journal of 1653 (for July) speaks of 800 of the neutral
nation wintering at Skenchid'ie, near Teiochanontian. In the New Vork doc-
uments the English and Dutch forms of the name are 19 in number.
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CHAP. I V . ] T H E  STRA I T .  3 7  
place that can be identified as  at  or near where 
the c i ty of Detroit now stands . 1  I t  may have been 
that the I ndian town mentioned by Colden as at 
" Teuchsa Grondie" was sti l l in existence. The 
te rm written by the English and Dutch in terpreters 
i n  a mul ti tude of different ways more or less 
resembl i ng i t, and by the French as Tao(hiarontion, 
Atz'ochiarontiong, Teiocharontiong, Techaronkion , 
etc. ,  was appl ied properly to an undefined region 
embracing the Strait ,2 and accord ing to H en nepin ,  
i t  gave a name to Lake Erie .  Several o f  the old 
maps give it �his t itl e . · The name given by the 
H u rons to the place where the c i ty stands was 
Karonta�n, a word closely resembl ing if not the 
same as Carantouan the great stronghold where 
Champlain ' s  follower, Etienne B ru le, spent  a w in ter  
with a tribe supposed by  Parkman to  have been 
the Eries .3 These men were not sen t  up  to 
explore, and i t  is d ifficu l t  to bel ieve they would have 
been tu rned out wi thou t a leader in an unknown 
wilderness .  
On the I I th of August, I 679, the vessel  weighed 
anchor and entered the Strait . The party were 
greatly charmed with all that they saw, and the nar-
1 I La. Documents, 53 ,  68, 69, 70. 
2 Taochi aronti on .  La Cote du D etroit . - Potier !11S. " ( ute" was used 
as " coast '' was in old English,  not me.rely to mark a hi l l  or '..Vater boundary, 
but a vicinage or border-l and . 
3 Pioneers of France i n  the New W orld,  3 7 7 - 8. 
The Jesuit Journal of 1653 ( for J u ly)  speaks of 800 of the neutral 
na�i on wi ntering at Skenclzio' it:, near Teioclzonontia1l. In the New York doc­
uments the English and Dutch fo rms of the name are 19 in number. 
38 LAKE ST. CLAIR. [Chap. IV.
ratlve of Hennepin, (like those of La Hontan and
Charlevoix,) is almost rapturous in its expressions
of admiration for the tall woods and verdant mead-
ows, the fruits and vines, and the infinite abundance
of birds and beasts. We are informed that La Salle
was strongly urged to stop and settle on the Strait,
but his real purpose, not then disclosed, was to com-
pete with the Spaniards for the Lower Mississippi
and Gulf Country, and so early a break in his voy-
age was not to be thought of.
On the 1 2th of August, which is known in the
Calendar as Ste. Claire's day, they entered the Lake
formed by an expansion of the vStrait, and named
it after that Saint. Modern geographers have
called it Lake St. Clair, and referred its name to
Patrick Sinclair, an English commander of the last
century. Its Huron name was Otsiketa, signifying
sugar or salt, and probably referring to the salt
springs near Clinton River, which were well known
in the earliest days of the country.' Here they
were wind-bound for several days, the current of
the upper Strait, (St. Clair River) being too strong
to be overcome without a very fair breeze. They
finally set out and reached Lake Huron on the
23rd. They Vv^ere struck by a storm a day or
two after, probably off Saginaw Bay, and were for
a time in great peril. The gale abating, they
reached Mackinaw safely. On the 2nd of Sep-
I This little lake also had various names. One was Lac Chaudiere
(kettle) from its round shape. On the Duteh maps it is called Kandekio.
On some of the French maps Ganntchio. — See Maps hi Michigan State
Libtarv.
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3 8  LA KE ST. CLA I � .  [CHAP. IV. 
rative of H ennepin ,  ( l ike those of La H on tan and 
Charlevoix, ) i s  almost raptu rous in i ts expression s  
of admiration for  the tal l woods and verdant  mead­
ows, the fru i ts and vines, and the infin i te abundance 
of bi rds  and beasts. \Ve are informed that La Sall e  
was strongly u rged to stop and  settle on the Stra·i t, 
bu t his real purpose,  not then disclosed, was to com­
pete wi th the Span iards for the Lower Mi ss iss ippi 
and Gulf Country, and so early a break i n  h is  voy­
age was not to be thought  of. 
On  the r 2 th of August, which i s  known i n  the 
Calen dar as Ste. Clai re ' s  day, they entered the Lake 
formed by an expansion of the Strai t, and named 
i t  after that Saint. Modern geographers have 
cal led it Lake St. C lai r, and referred i ts name to 
Patrick Sincla ir, an Engl ish commander of the last 
cen tu ry. I ts H u ron nam e was Otsiketa, signi fying 
sugar or salt ,  and probably referring to the salt 
springs near C l in ton River, which were well known 
in the earl iest  days of the country. 1 Here they 
were wind-bound  for several days,  the cu rrent  of 
the upper Strait ,  (St .  Clai r R iver) being too s trong 
to be overcome withou t a ve ry fai r breeze.  They 
finally set ou t and reached Lake H u ron  on the· 
2 3 rd .  They were s truck by a storm a day or 
two afte r, probably off Saginaw Bay, and were for 
a t ime i n  great peri l .  The gale abating, they 
reached Mackinaw safely. On the 2 nd of Sep-
1 This  l i t t le  lake also had v arious names. One was Lac Chaud£ere 
lket t le ) frum i t s  round shape.  On the Duteh maps it is called Kandek£o. 
O n  some u f  t h e  b"rench maps Ganatrluo. - See Maps in M£ch£gan State 
L£/J> an· .  
Chap. IV.J FORT AT ST. JOSEPH RIVER. 39
tember La Salle left Mackinaw, and after visiting
Green Bay, whence he despatched the Griffin east-
ward with a valuable cargo of furs, he coasted
down the eastern shore of Lake Michicran and
finally landed at the mouth of the St. Joseph
River, then called the River of the Miamis.
There he built a timber fort or block-house fifty by
eighty feet. He subsequently went up that river
and crossed over to the Illinois River, and thence
worked down to the Mississippi.
This fort does not appear to have been of
much consequence originally, and there was never
any outside settlement of whites about it. In
1697, when an attempt was made to induce the
King to call In all the traders from the North-
west, and destroy the posts, an exception was
proposed in favor of the forts at Mackinaw and
the River St. Joseph, as necessary to obstruct the
trade of the English and Iroquois with the
Western and Northern Indians.' A few years
before (in 1691 or 1692) some English traders
were said to have dealt with the Miamis near
the latter post,^ and Tonty, Courtemanche, Nicholas
Perrot, and other noted leaders, were sent up to
keep the Indians in the Erench interest. When
Charlevoix visited the country in 1721, he spent
some time at this post, which had then been re-
1 2 Charlevoix Hist., 211-212.
2 In 1670 some Iroquois reached the Ottawa country under the guidance
of Frenchmen, on a political mission. — 9 JV. Y. Doc, 84.
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CHAP. IV . J  FORT AT T. J OSEPH RI  ER . 39 
tember La Salle  left M ackinaw, and after vis it ing 
Green Bay, whence he  despatched the Griffin east­
ward wi th a valuable cargo of fu rs, he coasted 
down the eastern shore of Lake M ichigan a_nd 
final ly landed at the mou th of the St. Joseph 
River, then  cal led the River of the Miam is .  
There he bu i l t  a t imber fort or block-house fifty by 
eighty feet. He subsequently went up  that river 
and crossed over to the I l l i nois River, and thence 
worked down to the M ississipp i .  
This  fort does not  appear to have been of  
much consequence originally, and there was never 
any ou ts ide settlement  of whites abou t i t .  I n  
I 69 7 ,  when an attempt was made to i ndu ce the 
King to call in all the traders from the North­
west, and destroy the posts, an exception was 
proposed in favor of the forts at Mackinaw and 
the River St .  Joseph, as neces ary to obstruct  the 
trade of the Engl i sh  and I roquois with the 
Wes tern and Northern I ndians . 1  A few years 
before ( in  I 69 I or I 69 2 ) some English traders 
were said to have dealt with the M iamis near 
the latter post,2 and Ton ty, Cou rtemanche, N icholas 
Perrot, and other noted leaders, were sent  up to 
keeo the I ndians in the French interest .  When .l. 
Charlevoix v is i ted the coun try in I 7 2  r ,  he spent  
some time · at this post, which had then been re-
1 z Charlevoix H i t. , 2 1 1 -2 1 2 . 
2 In 1 6 70 some I roquois reached t he Otta\\ a country under the guidance 
of Frenchmen, on a political mission .-9 N. J� Doc. , 84. 
40 DV LUTH. [Chap. IV.
moved some distance up the river into the
present State of Indiana.
Meanwhile this region, from its abundance of
furs, and from its lying in the path of all who
soueht to deal in those articles, was assumino^
considerable importance. The coureurs de bois
had become very numerous, and there was great
clamor a^J^ainst them. The Encrlish in New York
were reaching out as far as they could for the
Upper Country trade. The company at Quebec,
in order to prevent beaver-smuggling, desired to
exclude all but their own servants from the woods.
We find constant reference to Du Luth, De la
Foret, Durantaye, De Lusigny, and other con-
spicuous characters, as not only active in explor-
ing, but engaged in unlawful traffic. These men
were all useful in defending the posts and holding
the savages under control, and without them the
close of the seventeenth century would have seen
this region in the hands of the English. Du Luth,
with great foresight, built a fort on the Kam-
inistique River, on the north shore of Lake
Superior, which completely shut off access to the
Hudson Bay country from below, according to
the routes then known. He was the first also
to see the necessity of fortifying on the Strait.
In 1679, while La Salle was preparing for his
journey, the Intendant Duchesneau made bitter
complaints against Frontenac the Governor and
Du Luth, as concerned together. He says that
500 or 600 brave men were in the country own-
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4 0  DU LUTH. [CHAP, IV.  
moved some d istance up the nver into the 
present State of I ndiana. 
Meanwhile th is  region ,  from its abu ndance of 
fu rs, and from i ts ly ing in  the path of all who 
sought to deal in those articles , was assum ing 
considerable importance .  The coureurs de bois 
had become very numerous, and there was great 
clamor agai n s t  them .  The Engl i sh  i n  N ew York 
were reaching out as far as they could for the 
Upper Country trade. The company at Quebec, 
in order to prevent  beaver-smuggl ing, des i red to 
exclude all bu t the ir  own servants from the woods. 
We find constant reference to Du Luth, De la 
Foret ,  Du rantaye, De Lusigny, and other con­
spicuous characters, as not only active in explor­
i ng, bu t engaged in  u nlawfu l traffic. These men 
were all u seful  i n  defending the posts and holding 
the savages u nder con trol ,  and without them the 
close of the seventeenth centu ry would have see n 
this region in the hands of the Engl ish .  Du Lu th , 
with great foresight, bu i l t  a fort on the Kam­
in istique River, on the north shore of Lake 
Supe rior, which completely shu t off access to the 
H udson Bay coun try from below, according to 
the routes then known.  H e  was the first  also 
to see the necessity of fortifying on th� Strai t . 
In r 6 7 9 ,  while La Salle was preparing for his 
j ou rney, the I n tendan t  Duchesneau made bitter 
complain ts against Frontenac the Gove rnor and 
Du Lu th, as concerned together. H e  says that 
500 or 600 brave men were in the cou ntry own-
Chap. I V.J JEALOUSIES. 41
Ing Du Luth as commander.' De Lusigny, Du
Luth's brother-in-law, was also charged as im-
plicated. In 1680, It was said that every family
had friends among the coiir^citrs de bois.
That year an amnesty was granted. The
reason appears In the Increasing pretensions and
Incursions of the Iroquois, and the need of soldiers
for the posts on Lakes Erie and Ontario to re-
strain them." In 1682, De la Barre became
Governor, and his policy was bold and active.
Du Luth was received more openly Into favor,
and naturally aroused new enmity In certain
quarters. 3 He was present at a council In Quebec
that year, and may have suggested, what was a
familiar Idea with La Motte Cadillac, that the
Lakes needed armed vessels to guard the way to
the west. De la Barre proposed to have a fleet
stationed on Lake Erle.^ He had a poor Idea of
the value of La Salle's explorations, and La Salle
In turn regarded him and Du Luth and De la
Foret as enemies who had Interfered with his
Interests. La Salle appears to have had some
notion that he had pre-empted the country.
These trade jealousies were possibly well founded,
but they show how demoralizing the whole monop-
oly system must have been. Du Luth was so
pressed by calumny, that he went to France and
there was able to vindicate himself completely, so
that no more Is heard against him. On his return
1 9 N. Y. Doc, 131, 132, 140. 3 9 N. Y. Doc, 194.
2 9 N. Y. Doc, 147. • 4 9 N. Y. Doc, 196.
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CHAP. IV.J  J EALOUSI ES.  4] 
ing Du Luth as commander . 1  De Lusigny, Du 
Luth's brother- in -law, was also charged as im­
pl icated.  In r 680, i t  was said that every family 
had friends among the coureztrs de bois. 
That year an amnesty was granted .  The 
reason appears in the increas ing pretens ions and 
i ncu rsion s of the I roquois ,  and the need of soldiers 
for the posts on Lakes Erie and Ontario to re­
strain them. 2 I n  I 68 2 ,  De la Barre became 
Governor, and his pol icy was bold and active .  
Du Lu th was received more openly in to favor, 
and natu rally aroused new enmity in ce rtain 
quarters . 3  He was present at a counc i l  in Quebec 
that year, and may have suggested, what was a 
famil iar idea with La Motte Cadil lac, that the 
Lakes needed armed vessels to guard the way to 
the west .  De  la Barre proposed to have a fleet 
s tationed on Lake Erie . 4  He had a poor idea of 
the value of La Sal le ' s  explorations, and La Salle 
in tu rn regarded him and Du Lu th and De la 
Foret as enemies who had interfered with his 
in terests .  La Sal le appears to have had some 
notion that he had pre-empted the coun try. 
These trade j ealou s ies were possibly well fou nded, 
but they show how demoral iz ing the whole monop­
oly system must have been . Du Luth was so 
pressed by calum ny, that he went to France and 
there was able to v indicate h imself completely, so 
that no more is  heard agai nst h im .  On h is  retu rn 
1 9 N. Y. Doc., 1 3 1 ,  1 3 2 ,  1 40. 
2 9 N. V .  Doc. , 1 4 7.  
3 9 N. Y. Doc. , 1 94. 
4 9 N. Y. Doc . ,  1 96. 
42 THE ENGLISH AIM AT MACKINAW. [Chap. IV.
he assumed the defence of Mackinaw, co-operat-
*ino- widi De la Durantaye, an old Carignan
officer, of great bravery,' but not fortunate in his
finances; and these two gentlemen appear to have
acted together in many enterprises, until the former
was recalled by PYontenac to the east/ In 1683,
I)u Luth is declared to be the only person who
can keep the Indians quiet. But he continued in
bad odor with the Company, and in 1684, De la
Barre, Du Luth, De la Chesnaye, and Deschaillons
de St. Ours, are paraded in a memoir on the sup-
pression of beaver smuggling as prime offenders.^
These incessant attacks upon the best men in the
colony, by a set of grasping knaves who would
have had no country to prey upon without them,
are not edifying.
In 1684, ^^^ I3. Barre, in recognition of the
importance of the route through Lake Erie and
the Strait, sent an army to Mackinaw that way.
About this time disputes arose between him and
Governor Donean of New York on the French
pretensions to Michigan, and both De la Barre
and his successor Denonville had a sharp corres-
pondence with Dongan on the subject. It became
evident that the latter was sdrring up the Iroquois
to dispute possession with the French, and plans
were made to send up English traders and agents
in the direcdon of Mackinaw, to deal with the
tribes there. ^ In 1686, Denonville directed Du
I 9 N. V. Doc, 201-2. 2 9 N. Y. Doc, 205.
3 9 N, V. Doc, 297. I I, a Ilontan, 78, 79. Id., 300.
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4 2  T H E  ENGLISH A I M  A1l' 1AC K l NA W .  L CHAP.  1 . 
he assumed the defence of Mackinaw, co-opera t­
in  a- with De la  Du rantaye, an o ld Carignan 
offic r. of  great brave ry , 1  but not fortunate in his 
finances ; and these two gentlemen appear to have 
acted together in many enterprises, un ti l  the former 
was recal led by Frontenac to the east. 1 I n  I 68 3 ,  
Du  Lu th i s  declared t o  be the only person who 
can keep the Ind ians qu iet .  But he conti nued in  
bad odor with the Company, and i n  1 684, De la  
Barre , Du Luth, De la Chesnaye, and Deschai l lons 
de St .  Ours,  are paraded in  a memoir  on the sup­
pression of beave r smuggl ing as prime offenders .2 
Th se incessan t  attacks upon the best men i n  the 
colony. by a se t  of grasping knaves who wou ld 
have had no cou n try to prey upon w i thou t them,  
are not edifying. 
In r 684, De la Barre, i n  recogn it ion of the 
importance of the rou te th rough Lake Erie and 
the Strait, sen t  an army to Mackinaw that way. 
About  thi s  t ime d ispu tes arose between him and 
Governor Dongan of N ew York on the French 
pretensions to M ichigan ,  and both De la Barre 
and h is  successor Denonvi l le had a sharp corres­
pondence with Dongan on the subject .  It became 
evident  that the latter was sti rring up the I roquoi s  
to d i  pute possession wi th the French, and plans 
were made to send up Engl i sh  traders and agents 
in the d i rection of Mackinaw, to deal with the 
tribes there . 3  In I 68 6, Denonvil le d irected Du 
i 9 N .  V .  Doc . ,  20 1 - '.2 .  2 9 N. Y .  Doc. , 205. 
3 <) N. Y .  Doc. , 29 7 .  I I . a Hontan,  78, 79. [ cl . ,  300. 
Chap. IV.] FORT ST. JOSEPH ON ST. CLAIR RIVER. 43
Luth to fortify the Strait. This was at once done,
and the latter estabHshed a post ("or castle," as
it was termed by the English agents,) at the
head of the Strait, at or very near the present
Fort Gratiot. He began his work with a garrison
of fifty men, well equipped, and all coui^eiirs dc
bois. This fort was called Fort St. Joseph. In
November of that year, in the memoir sent to
France by the Governor, he refers to it with
great satisfaction as having turned out to be an
important defence.' It also appears that Dongan
had given reason to believe he would take meas-
ures to attack it.^ Rig^id orders were sent out to
shoot any Frenchman found among foreign tra-
ders who might be met in the country.^
Governor Dongan reports the fact that the
French had built one or two wooden forts on the
way to the far Indians, who, he says, were inclined
to trade in New York, because the French could
not protect them from the Iroquois. "* But as the
Iroquois represented to the English that they
were unable to cope with the French, and as the
Mackinaw and other Michigan Indians were not
disturbed by the Iroquois, this statement may
pass for a pretext. The Governor also informed
his superiors that he was about sending a Scotch
gentleman called McGregor (McGregory) to open
communications with the distant tribes, adding
(which was also under the circumstances a very
1 9 N. Y. Doc, 306. 3 Id., 315.
2 Id., 309. 4 3 N. Y. Doc, 395.
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CHAP. IV.]  FORT T . JOSEPH ON ST . CLA I R  RIVER.  43 
Luth to fortify the Strait. This  was at once done, 
and the latter establ ished a post ( " or castle ,"  as 
i t  was termed by the Engl ish agents, ) at the 
head of the Strai t, at or very near the present  
Fort Gratiot. He began his work with a garrison 
of fi fty men ,  well equipped, and all coureurs de 
bo£s. This fort was called Fort St. Joseph. I n  
November of that year, i n  the memoir sen t  to 
France by the Governor, he refers to it with 
great satisfaction  as hav ing tu rned out to be an 
important defence. 1 I t  al so appears that Dongan 
had given reason to bel ieve he would take meas­
u res to attack i t.2 Rigid orders were sent  out to 
shoot any Frenchman found among foreign tra­
ders who might be met  i n  the country. 3  
Governor Dongan reports the fact that the 
French had bui l t  one or two wooden forts on the 
way to the · far I ndians,  who, he says, were i ncl ined 
to trade i n  New York,  because the French cou ld 
not protect them from the I roquois . 4 But as the 
I roquois represented to the Engl ish that they 
were u nable to cope wi th the French, and as the 
Mackinaw and other  M ichigan I ndians were not 
d istu rbed by the I roquois . th is  statement may 
pass for a pretext. The Governor also informed 
his superiors that he  was about  sending a Scotch 
gentleman called McGregor ( McGrego ry) to open 
communications w ith the distant tribes, adding 
(which was also u nde r the c i rcumstances a very 
1 9 N. Y .  IJoc . ,  306. 
2 l d . ,  309. 
3 Id . , 3 1 5 . 
4 3 ;..T. Y. Doc. , 395· 
44 CAPTURE OF ENGLISH PARTY. [Chap. IV.
curious statement) that McGregory had orders
not to meddle with the French, and he hoped
they would not meddle with him.
This expedition, consisting of sixty English and
Dutch traders and a considerable escort of Iro-
quois, left for Mackinaw, a part in 1686 and a
part very early in 1687. ^^ was divided into two
nearly equal companies, a IJutch trader named
Roseboom going first, and McGregory following
him with orders to take supreme command. It
does not appear very plainly what course Rose-
boom took, but he seems to have got into Lake
Huron without being seen from Fort St. Joseph.
The men who were with him stated he had gone
to a distance of a day and a half's journey from
the castle, when he was captured by a force of
French and Indians. The capture appears to
have been made by a party under De la Duran-
taye.' Whether casually or by agreement, there
happened at this very juncture a remarkable
gathering of distinguished officers. The Chevalier
de Tonty, in April, 1687, (after returning with
orders from the Governor General,) had taken
measures to gather the Indians in Western Michi-
gan and in the Illinois Country, and to declare
war against the Iroquois. La Foret had gone on
by way of the Lakes from Fort St. Louis with
thirty Frenchmen, to wait at Detroit until Tonty
arrived over-land; and he reached Fort St. Joseph
at or about the same time when Durantaye came
I I l.a Montan, 1 15.
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44 CAPT R E  O F  ENGLISH PARTY.  [CHAP. 1 . 
cu rious statement) that l\1 cGregory had orders 
not  to meddle with the French, and he hoped 
they would not meddle \vi th him . 
Th is expedit ion ,  consist ing of s ixty Engl ish and 
Dutch trade rs and a considerable escort of I ro­
quois, left for Mackinaw, a part in r 68 6 and a 
part ve ry early in r 68 7 .  I t  was divided in to two 
nearly equal companies ,  a Du tch trader named 
Roseboom going first , and McGregory follo�ing 
him with orders to take supreme command.  I t  
does not appear very plai nly what cou rse Rose­
boom took, bu t he seems to have got in to Lake 
. H u ron withou t being seen from Fort St .  Joseph . 
The men who were with him stated he had gone 
to a d istance of a day and a half 's  journey from 
the castle, when he was captu red by a force of 
French and I ndians .  The capture appears to 
have been made by a party un der De la Du ran­
taye . 1 Whether casually or by agreement, the re 
happened at th is very j u nctu re a remarkable 
gathering of d istingu ished officers. The Cheval ier  
de Tonty, in Apri l ,  r 68 7 ,  (after re tu rn ing with 
orde rs from the Governor General , )  had taken 
measu res to gather the I ndian s in  Western M ichi­
gan and in  the I l l ino is  Cou ntry, and to declare 
war against the I roquois .  La Foret had gone on 
by way of the Lakes from Fort St .  Lou is  with 
th irty Frepchmen ,  to wait at Detroit  un ti l  Ton ty 
arrived over-land ; and he reached Fort St .  J oseph 
at or about the same t ime when Du rantaye came 
1 t J .a I I  on t a n ,  r 1 5 .  
Chap. IV.] McGRECiORY TAKEN. 45
In with his captives. Tonty left Sieur de Belle-
fontaine to command at the fort on St. Joseph
River, and came across Michigan with 1 50 Illinois
Indians, arriving at "Fort Detroit" on the 19th
of May. He remained at this point, which was
the present site of the city of Detroit, and sent
up word of his coming to his cousin Du Luth at
Fort St. Joseph. In a few days he was joined by
Beauvais de Tilly (or more properly Tilly de
Beauvais)' and soon after by La Foret, who was
followed by Durantaye and Du Luth with their
prisoners. They joined forces and went down
Lake Erie in canoes, and on their way captured
McGregory with thirty Englishmen and some
allied Indians, and some French and Indian cap-
tives. The depositions of McGregory's party state
that the French party consisted of 1500. The
Governor's report puts them at 400. Tonty does
not mention the number. They were going to
Niagara, expecting to fight the Iroquois,^ and the*
officers who were engaged were the prominent
leaders of the Northwest.^ A laro-e amount of
booty was captured with the two companies.
Tonty who was senior in command sent forward
La Foret to report to the Governor, and he
reached Frontenac, where the Governor was in
camp, about the end of June. The army from
below joined the Western forces at a point on
the south shore of Lake Ontario, where they
1 I La. Doc, 69. 3 3 N. Y. Doc, 436.
2 Q N. Y. Doc, 332.
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CHAP. I V . ]  1cGR EGO R Y  TA K E  r .  4 5  
i n  with h is  captive: .  To n ty left Sieu r de Bel le­
fontaine to com mand at the fo rt on St.  J oseph 
Riv e r, and cam e across M ichigan with I 50  I l l inois  
I ndians, arriving at ' ' Fo rt Detroi t ' , on  the I 9th 
of May. H e  remai n ed at this  poi nt , which was 
the p resen t  site of the c i ty of Detro i t, a n d  sent  
u p  wo rd of h is  comi ng to  his  cou s in  Du Lu th at  
Fort t .  J oseph.  In  a few days he was j oi n ed by 
Beau vai s de Til ly  ( o r more p roperly Til ly de 
Beau vais)  1 and soon after by La Foret, d10 \\ a . '  
followed by Du ran taye and D u  Lu th with tL e i r  
p riso n e rs .  They j o i n ed forces and we n t  down 
Lake Erie i n  canoes,  and on th eir  way captu red 
McGregory with thi rt) Engl ishmen and some 
al l ied I ndia n s , and some French and I n dian cap ­
t ives.  The depositio n s  o f  M cG regory's  party state 
that the Fre nch pa rty con sis ted of I 500. Th e 
Gov e rnor 's  report pu ts them a t  400. To n t) does 
not m e n tion the n u m be r. They were goi ng to 
N iagara, expecting to figh t the I roquois, 2  and the· 
officers who were e ngaged w e re the p rom i n e n t  
leaders o f  the N o r th west . 3  A large amou n t  o f  
booty was captu red w i th the two com pa n i es .  
Ton ty who was se n i o r  i n  command e n t  fo n  arcl 
La Foret to report to the Gove rno r and he  
reached Fro n te n ac whe re the  (Jove rn o r  wa 1 11 
camp, about  the e n d  of J u ne .  The a rm y  from 
below j o i n ed the \i\ este rn fo rce at a point  n 
the sou th hore o f  Lake Ontario , whe re they 
1 r La. Doc. , 69. 3 3 N. Y. Doc. , 436. 
2 9 N. Y. Doc. , 332 .  
46 SENECA CAMPAIGN [Chap. IV.
built a fort known as Fort les Sables. Here
they shot a Frenchman named Lafontaine Marion,
(according to La Hontan, — Abel Marion in the
depositions), who was acting as guide to the
Eno-lish company.' La Hontan refers to this with
some indignation as an act of cruelty, the trade
regulations giving no chance to get a living in
the colony, and there being peace with the
English.- After a short but sharp campaign in
the Seneca country, the troops returned to the
fort, and Tonty and Du Luth went homeward
accompanied by Baron La Hontan, who was sent
up to take command at Fort St. Joseph, Du Luth
being needed elsewhere. Tonty left the others at
this fort, and went on with Father Crevier to Mack-
inaw,3 and thence to his own Fort St. Louis.
Here Tonty found the brother of La Salle, Cav-
elier, with the rest of his company on their way
eastward. To him as to others they said La
Salle was living ; and Cavelier committed a gross
fraud on Tonty, by obtaining a considerable ad-
vance on his brother's credit.
On the way up from Niagara, and near Buffalo,
Tonty and his companions met a brother of Du
Luth, Grisolon de la Tourette, who is said by La
Hontan to have come down from Mackinaw to
join the army, having but one canoe i"^ and the
Baron speaks of his rashness in running such a
fisk when the Iroquois were hostile. This gentle-
1 3 N. Y. Doc, 430, 436. 3 La Hontan, 126, 134 i La. Dog , 70
2 I La Hontan, 117. 4 La Hontan, 128
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4 6  SEN ECA C A  1 PAIGN .  [CHAP. I V . 
bu i l t  a fort k nown as Fort les Sables .  H ere 
they shot a Frenchman named Lafontaine Marion,  
(according to La H ontan, - Abel Marion i n  the 
depositions) , who was acting as gu ide to the 
Engli sh company. 1 La H ontan refers to this with 
some indignation as an act of c ruel ty, the trade 
regulations  giving no chance to get a l iving in  
the colony, and there being peace with the 
English. 2 After a short but sharp campaign in 
the Seneca country, the troops retu rned to the 
fort, and Ton ty and Du Luth went  homeward 
accompanied by Baron  La H on tan who was sent  
up to  take com mand at Fort St .  J oseph, Du Luth 
being needed elsewhere .  Ton ty left the others at  
th is  fort, and went  on with Father Crevier  to Mack­
inaw 3 and thence to his own Fort St .  Louis .  
Here Tonty found the brother of La Sal le ,  Cav­
el ier, with the rest of his company on the ir  way 
eastward . To him as to others they said La 
Salle was l iving ; and Cavel ier committed a gross 
fraud  on Ton ty by obtaining a considerable ad­
vance on his brother' s  credit. 
On  the way up from N iagara, and near Buffalo, 
Tonty and his companions met a brother of Du 
Luth Grisolon de la Tou rette, who i s  said by La 
Hontan to have come down from Mackinaw to 
join  the army having bu t one can oe ; 4  and the 
Baron speaks of his rashness i n  run ning such a 
risk when the I roquois were hosti le .  This  gen tle-
1 3 N. Y .  Doc. , 430, 436. 
2 I La Hontan, I I 7. 
3 La H ontan, 1 261 1 34 1 La. Doc , 70 
4 La Hontan, 1 28 
Chap. IV.] GRISOLON DE LA TOURETTE. 47
man's name is not generally found in the histories.
Great confusion has arisen from the fact that some
times the family name is used, and sometimes
other titles, and they are occasionally reversed
so that the family name is made to represent the
estate. Du Luth's family name was Grisolon, and
La Hontan speaks of him as a gendeman from
Lyons. He was a cousin of Tonty, who as already
mentioned was of Italian extraction. Charlevoix
mentions as connected with La Foret and Tonty,
and as having been long and honorably employed
in the Illinois country, and as having great intiu-
ence over the Indians, the Sieur Delietto, who is
said to have been a cousin of Tonty.' This men-
tion is late in the seventeenth centur)-, and was
near its close. The similarity of name to Du
Luth and the same relationship to Tontv, <^ive
rise to a query whether there may not have been
some confusion between the Grisolons, and whether
this name may not belong to one of them. The
only other reference in Charlevoix to any Delietto
is found in the statement of the valuable services
rendered by a post commander of that name sev-
eral years after, in obtaining from the Head Chief
of the Natchez the surrender of a brother who
had been very troublesome to the French.-^ This
officer died in 1722, a long time after Daniel
Grisolon du Luth, whose death occurred in 1 709.-^
I 2 Charlevoix H., 265. 2 2 Charlevoix II., 460.
3 Parkman's Discovery of the Cxreat West, 254, note.
A name which belongs to one of these persons is given variously as
Deliatto, Deslietten and Deliette. The name DeSiette in the Wisconsin
collection is evidently a misprint of DeLiette.— 3 Wis. His, Soc\v Col , 148.
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C H AP. I V . ]  G R I SO LON D E  LA T O U R  ETT E .  4 7  
man 's  nam e i s  not  gen e ral ly fo u n d  i n  the histories . 
G reat co n fu sion h as a risen from the fact  tha t some 
tim e s  the fam ily name is  u se d ,  and sometimes 
other t i tl es, and they are occasionally reversed 
so that the fam ily nam e is made to rep re s e n t  the 
estate. D u  Lu th's  family name was G risolon , and 
La H on tan speaks of him as a ge n tleman from 
Lyons .  H e  was a cou s in  of  To n ty,  who as al ready 
m e n tioned was of I tal ian extraction . Charlevoix 
m e n tions  as con nected with La Fo re t and Ton ty,  
and as having been long and honorabl ·  e m ployed 
in the I l l inois  cou ntry, and as having great i nflu­
ence ove r  the  I ndians. the Sieu r Delietto, who is  
said to  have been a cou s i n  of T o nty. 1  This  men­
tion is  late in  the  se  en tee n th c e n tu ry, and was 
near i ts close.  The s i rn i lari t) of  name o IJu 
Lu th and the same re la tionsh ip to To n ty , give 
rise to a query wheth e r  the re m ay n o t  have been 
some con fu s ion betwe e n  the G risolons ,  and v he the r 
th is  name may not  belong to one of the m .  The 
only other  refe rence i n  Charlevoix to an) Del ietto 
is fo u n d  i n  the state m e n t  of the val uable sen ices 
re n de red by a post comman d e r  of that name se -
e ral yea rs afte r, i n  obtai n i ng from the I-l ead C hief  
of the N atchez the  su rrender  of a brother  " ho 
had been very trou blesome to the French .2 Thi 
officer died m I 7 2 2 ,  a long ti me after Danie l  
Grisol o n  du Lu th, whose d eath occu rred in  r 709 .3 
1 2 C harlevoix H . ,  265 . 2 2 C h arle rn i x  I L , 400. 
3 P arkman's Di scovery of the G reat West, 2 54, n ote. 
A name which bel ongs to one of th ese persons is gi ven variously as 
Deliatto, Desl iet ten and Deliet te .  The name De S i ette in the \\: isconsin 
e Liette.-3 Wis. His. Soc) r.ol , 148. 
48 TERRITORIAL DISPUTES. [Chap. IV.
It is much to be regretted that any of those brave
men should drop out of history. Their services
were brilhant, and their personal merits were such
as in most countries would have marked them
among the paladins.
This assertion of dominion over the Strait by
the French had important results. An acrimoni-
ous correspondence followed between the Canadian
and New York Governors,' and Governor r3ongan
and the Iroquois had various discussions as to
which of them should pull the chestnuts out of the
fire, each being anxious that the other should dis-
lodge the French. The Iroquois urged strenuously
that the Governor should remove the French from
Niagara, Cataraqui, and Tyschsarondia, " which is
the place where wee goe a bever huntinge, for if
those forts continue in French hands wee are
always besieged."'
The French Governor refused to release
McGregory and his associates until finally ordered
to do so by the home authorities, in October,
1687. It became evident that sooner or later
there would be a struggle for the country, unless
precluded by secure possession.
Up to this time no fort or post in Michigan
had any French farming population about it.
Mackinaw was the great centre, but here the
coureurs de bois. who frequented and garrisoned
the post, had their own stronghold and stores on
I 3 N. Y. Doc, 436, 532, 536, 905, 906. 2 3 N. Y. Doc, 536
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4 8  T E R R ITORIAL DIS PUT E. . [CHAP. IV .  
I t  i s  m u ch to be regretted that any o f  those b rave 
m e n  shou l d  d rop ou t o f  h istory. The i r  s e rvices 
were b ri l l ian t, and the i r  p e rsonal m e ri ts we re su ch 
as in most cou n tries woul d  have marked them 
among the paladins .  
This  assert ion o f  domi n io n  over the Strait  by 
the  F re n ch had i m porta n t  resul ts .  A n  acri m o n i ­
ous correspon d e n ce followed between th e Canad ian 
and N ew York Gove rno rs,  1 and Gove r no r  Dongan 
and the I roqu ois  had various discu ssions as to 
which of them should  pu l l  the chest n u ts ou t o f  the 
fi re ,  each being anxiou s that the oth e r  shou ld d is­
lodge the F rench .  The I roquois  u rged stren u ou sly 
that the Governor  should  remove the Fre n ch from 
N iagara, Cataraqu i ,  and Tyschsa ron dia,  " w hich is 
the place whe re wee goe a beve r h u n tinge, for i f  
those fo rts co n ti n u e  i n  Fre nch hands w e e  are 
always besieged . "2 
The French Govern or  re fu sed to re lease 
McGrego ry a n d  his associates u n til  fi nally o rd e red 
to do so  by the hom e au tho rities ,  i n  Octobe r, 
1 68 7 .  I t  became evid e n t  that soo n e r  or later 
there woul d  be a struggl e fo r  the cou n try, u n less  
p reclu ded by secu re possessi o n .  
U p  t o  thi s  t i m e  n o  fo rt o r  post i n  M ichigan 
had any F re n ch farming populat ion abou t i t .  
M ackinaw was  the  great cen tre, bu t h e re the 
coureurs de boz·s, who frequ e n ted and garrisoned 
the post, had the i r  own stro nghold and sto res o n  
1 3 N .  Y. Doc. ,  436, 532 , 5 36, 905 , <J 06 . 2 3 N. Y. Doc. , 536 
Cha*. IV.] FORT ST. JOSEPH BURNED. 49
the Island, which was uncultivated/ After that
post was founded, the Hurons and Ottawas settled
near it, and contrary to the modern theories of
our Indian hating statesmen, the civilized men de-
pended for their supplies on the barbarians. The
Ottawas both at Mackinaw and Detroit, as late as
Pontiac's time, paid some attendon to agriculture.
The Hurons raised much more than they needed
for themselves, and supplied their neighbors ;
and Charlevoix gives them credit not only for
being diligent farmers, but for the civilized quality
of knowing how to get a fair price for their
surplus stores." Baron La Hontan was obliged
to go to Mackinaw in the spring of 1688, to
purchase provisions for his fort from the Indians
there.^
It was soon discovered that Fort St. Joseph
might be dispensed with, and it was burned by
La Hontan in 1688.'^ The Fort at Detroit, which
was afterwards put on the foodng of a settle-
ment, continued as a military post until 1701.
References are made to the policy of continuing
it in 1689 ^^^ 1 69 1 ; and in 1700 M. de Longueuil
was in command, and held an important council
with the Indians.^ It was probably nothing more
than a block-house, and may have been at times
unoccupied.
1 La Hontan, 144-5. Charlevoix, Letter 19.
2 Letter 17. 4 La Hontan, 171.
3 La Hontan, 139. 59 N. Y. Doc, 399, 511, 647, 704, 713.
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CHll. IV.] FORT ST. JOSEPH BU RNED. 49 
the Island, which was uncu l tivated. 1 After that 
post was founded, the H u rons and Ottawas settled 
near i t, and contrary to the modern theories of 
our Indian hating s tatesmen ,  the civi l ized men de­
pended for thei r  supp lies on the barbarians .  The 
Ottawas both at Mackinaw and Detroit, as late as 
Pon tiac 's  t ime, paid some attention to agricul tu re. 
The H u rons raised much more than they needed 
for themselves, and suppl ied the ir  neighbors ; 
and Charlevoix gives them credit not on ly for 
being di l igent  farmers ,  but for the civi l i zed qual i ty 
of knowing how to get a fair price for their 
surplus stores .2 Baron La Hontan was obliged 
to go to Mackinaw in the spring of r 688, to 
purchase provisions for his  fort from the I ndians 
there .3 
It was soon d iscovered that Fort St .  Joseph 
m ight be dispensed w ith, and it was burned by 
La H on tan in r 688 .4 The Fort at Detroit, which 
was afterwards put on the footing of a settle­
ment, continued as a mi l i tary post un ti l  r 70 1 . 
References are made to the pol icy of con tinu ing 
it in I 689 and r 69 1 ; and in I 700 M. de Longueui l  
was in command, and held an importan t  cou nci l  
with the I ndians. 5  I t  was probably nothing more 
than a block-hou se.  and ma) have been at t imes 
u noccu pi�d. 
1 La Hontan, 1 44- 5 .  C h arlevoix, Letter 19 .  
2 Letter 1 7. 4 La H ontan, 1 7 r .  
3 La H ontan, 1 39 .  s 9 �- Y.  Doc. , 399 , 5 u ,  647, 704, 7 1 3.  
4 
50 LA MOTTE CADILLAC. [Chap, IV.
In 1692 La Motte Cadillac, who had become
a man of note among- the colonists, and who had
devised intelligent plans for commanding the
country by fleets as well as forts, was sent to
France to o-'we his views to the Kingf and his
ministers.' On his return he assumed an import-
ant place in the management of western affairs.
In his memoir on Iroquois affairs, in 1694,^ he
vindicated the coiu^eiu^s de bois, and was severe
on their maligners, whom he charged with giving
false statements of fact concerning Mackinaw and
other matters. He was very influential among
the Indians, and in 1695 especial mention is made
of his good qualities, and of his shrewdness in
Indian affairs. Frontenac, who at this period was
Governor, and who had returned in that capacity
in 1689, ^^'^ i^"^ sympathy with him. But at this
time the war against the traders was very
warmly pushed by the missionaries, and they
procured an order from France to have the
military post of Mackinaw^ and all others but
Fort St. Louis abandoned. Frontenac, however,
prevented this, but the trade in furs was more
rigidly confined to licensed traders, and the
Canada Company. Twenty-five licenses were
granted yearly, mostly to widows and orphans
of deserving persons, who sold them to traders. ^
These allowed eoods of a certain amount and
value to be carried into the Indian country, and
1 9 N. Y. Doc, 530, 543, 546, 549. 3 Charlevoix, Letter 4.
2 Id., 577.
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LA l\l OTTE C A D I LLA . l HAP.  I . 
I n  r 69 2 La M otte Cadil lac, who had become 
a man of n ote among the coloni  ts, and who had 
devised i n tel l igen t  pla n s  for commanding the 
cou n try by fleets as well as fo rts, was se n t  to 
F ranee to give his v iew to the King and h is  
mi n is t  rs . 1  O n  h is  retu rn he assu med a n  i mport­
a n t  place in the manage m e n t  of w este rn affa i rs .  
I n  h is  memoir  o n  I roquois  affai rs, i n  r 694,2 h e  
v indi cated the coureurs de bois, a n d  was seve re 
on the i r  mal igne rs,  whom he charged with givi ng 
false state me n ts o f  fact concer ni ng M ackin aw and 
o the r matte rs . H e  was ve ry infl u e n tial among 
the I ndians ,  a n d  i n  r 69 5 especial men ti  o n  i s  made 
o f  his  good qual i ties ,  a n d  of h is  shrewd ness in  
I ndian affai rs .  Fron tenac,  who at this p e riod was 
Governor, a n d  who had retu r n ed i n  that capac i ty 
i n  r 689,  was i n  sympathy with h im.  Bu t at  this 
t ime the wa r against  the traders was very 
warmly p ushed by the m issionaries ,  a n d  the) 
procu red a n  o rder  from F rance to have the 
mi l i tary post o f  Macki naw and al l  o th e rs bu t 
Fort S t. Lou is  abandoned .  Fronte nac, hov\ ever, 
p rev e n ted this, bu t the trade i n  fu rs wa more 
rigidly confined to l icensed trade rs, a n d  the 
Canada Company.  Twe n ty-five l i censes we re 
gra nted yearly, mostl)  to widows and o rphans  
of  deserving pe rsons ,  who so ld  th em to  t rade rs . 3  
These al lowed goods of a certai n  amou n t  a n d  
val u e  t o  b e  carried i n to the I n d ian cou n try, a n d  
1 9 . Y .  Doc. ,  530, 543, 546, 549· 
z Id . ,  57 7. 
3 har1evoix, Letter 4. 
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bartered or sold 'to die Indians ; and the profits
were very great. Special permissions were given
to post commanders and others, and the licenses
were extended liberallv so as to ^ive the owner
opportunities for extensive traffic. The war with
England (declared in the spring of 1689, ^^^^
not ended until the Treaty of Ryswick, in 1697,)
suspended the operations of the English in the
Northwest, and confined the more severe hostilities
to the regions further east.
As soon, however, as the peace was declared,
under the pretext that the Western Lake Coun-
try was not really French territory, the New York
authorities began to lay plans for getting into
possession. In 1699, Robert Livingston laid
before Lord Bellomont a project for taking pos-
session of Detroit. He proposed sending 200
Christians, and 300 or 400 Indians of the Five
Nations, '^o make a fort at a place called
Wawijacktenok [ Waweatanong. the name of Detroit
in the Chippewa tongue,] where a party of
Christians are to be left, being a place plenty
of provisions, many wild beasts using there," etc.
He remarks on the disposition of the French to
claim everything.'
In the same year La Motte Cadillac first
proposed to the French Government to make a
settlement for habitation at the same place.-
He did not immediately succeed.
1 4 N. Y. Doc, 501.
2 Conversation with Count Pontcliartrain. — Sheldon, 143.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
21
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. IV . J PLAN FOR HOLDI NG DETRO I T .  5 1  
ba rte red o r  sold to the I ndians  ; and the p rofits 
were very great. Spec ial  p e rm iss ions were given 
to post commanders and others ,  and the l icenses 
we re extended l ibe ral ly so as to give the own e r  
oppo rtu n i ties fo r  exte n s ive t raffic. The war with 
England (declared i n  the spri ng of r 68 9, and 
not  e n ded u ntil the Treaty of Ryswick, in I 69 7 ) 
su spended the operations of  the Engl ish i n  the 
N o rthwest, and confined the m o re seve re hostil i t ies 
to the regions  fu rth e r  east .  
A s  soo n ,  howev e r, as the peace was declared,  
u nd e r  the p retext that the Wes tern Lake Cou n­
t ry was hot  really French territo ry, the N ew York 
au thorit ies began to l ay plans fo r  getting i n to 
possess ion .  I n  r 699, Robe rt  Livingston l aid 
before Lo rd Bel lomont  a p roj ect for tak i ng pos­
sess ion o f  Detroit .  H e  p roposed sending 200 
C h ristians, and 300 o r  400 I n dians of the Five 
N ations,  " to make a fo rt at a place cal led 
Wawijachtenok [ Waweatanonl{· the name o f  Detroit  
m the Chippewa tongue,] where a party of 
Chris tians a re to be left, be i ng a place plenty 
of p rovis ions,  many w il d  beasts u s i ng the re ,"  etc .  
H e  remarks on the disposit ion o f  the Fre nch to 
claim eve ryth ing. 1 
. I n  the same year La Motte Cadillac fi rst 
- proposed to the Fre n ch Gov e rn m e n t  to make a 
settl e m e n t  for habita tion at the same place . 2  
H e  did not  immediately su cceed . 
1 4 N. Y. Doc. , 5o r .  
2 Corn·er ation with ' ou nt Pontchartrain . -S/te/don, 1 4-:> · 
52 ■ DETROIT TO BE SECURED. [Chap. IV.
In 1 700 Livingston renewed his project more
earnestly. He declares that we " can never ran-
counter the French unless we have bushlopers as
well as they." He then points out the course to
be pursued. " To build a fort at Wawyachtenok,
cal'd by the French De Troett, the most pleasant
and plentiful inland place in America by all rela-
tion, where there is arable land for thousands of
people, the only place of bever hunting for which
our Indians have fougrht so lono- and at last forced
o o
the nations to fly. Here you have millions of
elks, bevers, swans, geese, and all sorts of fowl.
The fort to be between Sweege Lake and Otta-
wawa' Lake, , which place lyeth by computation
southwest from Albany seven hundred and forty-
four miles, viz : From Albany to Terindequat at
the Lake of Cadaraqui four hundred miles, from
thence to Onyagara where the great fall is
eighty miles, from thence to the beginning of
Sweege Lake forty miles, and from the Sweege
Lake to the place called Sweege, being a creek
which comes into Sweege Lake, sixty-four miles,
and from thence to Wawyachtenok one hundred
and sixty miles," etc.^
La Motte Cadillac, finding his scheme likely to
fail, went to France and laid his plans before
Count Pontchartrain.- His conversation was re-
duced to writing, and copied, with other documents,
for General Cass, from the French archives. The
» Huron. » 4 N. Y. Doc, 650.
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52 D ETROIT T O  B E  SECU RED. [CHAP.  IV.  
In r 700 Livi ngston re n ewed his p roj ect  more 
earnestly. H e  declares that we " can n ever ran ­
cou n te r  t h e  F re n ch u nl ess we have bu shlope rs a s  
w e l l  a s  they. " H e  the n  poin ts ou t the cou rse to 
be pu rsu ed .  " To bu i ld  a fo rt at Wawyachtenok,  
cal ' d  by the F rench De Troe tt, the most  p l easant 
and ple n tiful  i nland pl ace i n  A m e rica by all  rela­
tion ,  where the re is  arable land for tho u sands of 
people ,  the only place of  beve r  hu n ti ng for which 
ou r I ndians have fought so long and at last  forced 
the nations to fly.  H e re you have mi l l ions  of 
elks ,  bevers,  s wans ,  geese ,  and all  sorts of  fowl.  
The fort to be between Sweege Lake and Otta­
wa wa 1 Lake, . which place lyeth by compu tation 
sou thwest from Albany seven h u n d red and fo rty­
fo u r  miles ,  v iz : From Albany to Terindequat  at 
the Lake of C adaraqu i  fo u r h u n d red mi l es, from 
the nce to O nyagara where the great fall 1s  
e ighty m iles ,  from thence to the begi n ning of 
Sweege Lake fo rty m iles ,  and from the Sweege 
Lake to the place cal led Sweege, be ing a creek 
whi ch comes i nto Sweege Lake, s ixt) -fou r mi les,  
and from the n ce to W awyachte nok one hu n d red 
and sixty mi les ,"  e tc . 2  
La Motte Cadi l lac,  finding h is  scheme l ikely to 
fail ,  went  to F rance and laid his  p lan s before 
Cou n t  Pontchartrain .  H is conversation was re­
du ced to writi n g, and copied, w i th other docum e n ts, 
for G e n e ral Cass, from the Fre nch a rchives .  The 
1 H uron. 2 4 N. Y. Doc., 650. 
Chap. IV.] CADILLAC'S PLANS.
53
interesting work of Mrs. Sheldon on the Early
History of Michigan copies it at length.'
His object was, In the first place to make it a
permanent post, not subject to frequent changes;
— (the official documents show that previous posts
on the Strait had been subject to these mutations.)
To secure permanence it was necessar}^ to have
numerous Frenchmen, both traders and soldiers,
and to induce the friendly Indians to gather
around it, and so become able to meet the Iro-
quois with less difficulty. He pointed out the fact
that as this was the only way to the fur country,
it would intercept the English trade, and by pla-
cing the post at Detroit it would open a trade
further to the southwest than could be reached
from above.
The Minister at the close informed him that he
should have 200 men of different trades, and six
companies of soldiers. The common accounts say
that with his commission as commandant, which he
received directly from the Crown, and not from
the Governor, he obtained a grant of fifteen acres
square, at whatever point the new fort should be
located. This grant has not yet been printed. It
is certain that he had a much laro-er o^rant at
some time, but this may have been the first.
La Motte Cadillac reached Quebec, on his re-
turn from France, on the 8th of March, 1701. He
left for his new post on the 5th of June, with 50
I p. 8!;.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
21
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CH AP. I . ]  CA DILLAC'S PLAN . 53 
inte resting wo rk of  M rs .  Sheldon on the  Early  
H istory of M ichigan copies i t  at  l e ngth . 1 
H is obj ect was, i n  the fi rst  place to make it  a 
permane n t  post ,  not  s u bj ect  to frequ ent  changes ; 
- (the official docu m e n ts show that p reviou posts 
on the S trai t  had been su bj ect to these m u tations . )  
To secu re p e rmanence i t  was  necessary to  have 
n u m e rous F renchmen,  both traders and sold iers ,  
and to  induce the  friendly I ndians to gathe r  
a rou nd i t, a n d  so become able to m e e t  the I ro­
qu ois with less  d ifficul ty .  H e  poin ted out  the fact 
that as this was the o n ly way to the fu r cou n try, 
it would in tercept  the E ngl ish trade, and by pla­
cing the post at Detroit  it would ope n a trade 
fu rthe r  to the sou thwest than cou ld be reached 
from abov e .  
The M in iste r at  the close i nfo rmed h im 1 that h e  
should  have 2 00 m e n  o f  differe n t  trades,  a n d  six 
companies  of sol d i e rs .  The common accou n ts say 
that with his comm ission as commandan t, which he 
received d irectl y  from th e C rown, and not  from 
the Governor, he obtain ed a grant  of  fi fteen acres 
square,  at  whatever point the new fort shou l d  be 
located .  This grant has not yet been p ri n ted.  I t  
is ce rtain that h e  had a m u ch large r grant  at 
some time, bu t this may have been the fi rst.  
La Motte Cadil lac reached Qu ebec on his  re­
tu rn from France, o n  the 8 th of March, r 70 1 .  H e  
left fo r  h i s  n ew post o n  the 5 th of  Ju ne, with 5 0  
I P. 85. 
54 PORT PONTCHARTRAIN. [Chap. IV.
soldiers and 50 artisans and tradesmen, the younger
Tonty accompanying him as captain, and Dugue
and Chacornacle as heutenants. A Jesuit missi-
onary to the Indians and a Recollet chaplain for
the French were also in the company. They
reached Detroit on the 24th of July, 1701.
The fort which was then commenced was called
F^ort Pontchartrain, after the friendly minister who
had favored it, and bore that name until changed
after the British conquest.
This was the beginning of the settlement of
Michigan, for purposes of habitation and civil
institutions.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
21
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
54 FORT P NTC1IA R T R A I N .  [CH.Ar. IV .  
soldi e rs and 50 a rtisans and t radesmen ,  the you nge r 
To n ty accompanying him as captain ,  and Dugu e  
and Chaco rnacle a s  l ieu tenan t. . A J esu i t  m i  s i ­
onary to the I ndians and a Recol l e t  chapla in  for 
the Fre n ch we re also i n  the company.  They 
reached Det roit  o n  the 2 4th of J u ly, r 70 I . 
The fort which was the n  comm e n ced was cal led 
Fo rt Pon tcha rtrain ,  afte r the frie ndly m i n iste r who 
had favored i t, and bore that name u n ti l  changed 
afte r  the B ri ti sh  con q u est .  
This was the begi n n ing of the settlemen t of  
M i chigan ,  fo r  pu rposes of  habi tation and c iv i l  
i ns ti tu tions .  
CHAPTER V.
DETROIT UNDER LA MOTTE CADILLAC.
About the time of La Motte Cadillac's return,
and when Callieres, the Governor General, was
expecting to carry out his instructions concerning
the founding of Detroit, he held a council at
Montreal with a deputation of Iroquois for the
peaceful settlement of some complaints, and they
departed in good humor. But in June, the Chief
Sachem of the Onondagas, Tcganissorens. returned
with other chiefs, and complained that it was
unfair to build a fort at Tuighsaghroiidy before
he acquainted them therewith.'
It appeared from the Chiefs statements, that
the English had been negotiating with the Iroquois
for the purpose of building a fort in the same
place, but the Chief claimed the Indians had
objected and refused consent. The Governor had
in some way been informed of the designs of the
English, which Avere set forth in Livingston's
manifesto, and it may have hastened the French
action. La Motte Cadillac had seen the necessity
of promptness. Callieres answered by com-
I 4 N. y. Doc, 891.
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C H A P T E R  \ 
DETROIT UNDER LA MOTTE ' DI L LAC . 
ABo T the t ime of La Motte Cadi l lac 's  retu rn ,  
and when Cal l i e res,  the Gove rn o r  G e n e ral ,  was 
expecting to carry o u t  his i ns tru ctions  conce r n i ng 
the fo u n d i ng of De troi t, h e  held a cou nci l at  
M o nt real w i th a dep u tation of I roqu ois fo r  th e 
peacefu l  settl e m e n t  o f  som e complai n ts, and they 
departed i n  good humor .  B u t  in J u n e , the Chief  
Sachem of  the O n o ndagas, Teg·anissorens, retu rned 
with othe r chiefs, and compla ined that i t  was 
u n fair to bui ld  a fo rt at TuiglisaghrondJ1 befo re 
he acquainted them the rewith . 1  
I t  appeared from t h e  Chief' s  s tatements,  that 
the E nglish had been n egotiat ing with the I roquois 
fo r  the pu rpose of  bui ld ing a fo rt in th same 
place,  bu t the Chief claimed the I ndia n s  had 
obj ected a n d  refu sed consent .  The Gove rno r had 
in some way been i n fo rmed of the design of th 
English,  which w e re set  forth i n  Livi n  ton '  
manifesto, a n d  i t  may have haste ned the F rench 
action .  La M otte Cadil lac had seen the n ecessit) 
of promptness.  Cal l i  ' re .  an swe red by com-
1 4 N. . I oc. , 8 r .  
56 IROQUOIS CESSION. [Chap. V.
mending their refusal to the English to allow
them to usurp a country which was not theirs,
but said he was master of his own country,
although he only desired to use his rights for the
benefit of his children ; and while ill-disposed
persons might object, the Indians would one day
thank him for what he had done. Teo^anissorens
made no direct reply to this, but said the English
would find it out, and he hoped, in case of war
between French and English, their tribes might
not be embroiled. Callieres replied that he did
not expect the English to do anything but oppose
it, and all he asked of the tribes was neutrality.
This the Chief agreed to.'
In July, and before La Motte Cadillac's arrival,
the Iroquois held a conference with the New York
authorities, in which they said they would be glad
to remove the end of the chain of friendship to
Tiochsaghrondie or Wawyachtenok, if in their
power, but the French would mock at it, for these
had taken it in possession against their wills ; and
that they had no power to resist such a Christian
enemy.""
On the 19th of July, 1701, the Iroquois con-
veyed to King William III. all their claims to lands
in the west, and described the country granted as
covering " that vast tract of land or colony called
Canagarlarchio, beginning on the northwest side of
Cadarachqui Lake,^ and includes all that vast tract
I I Charlevoix, 270. 3 Ontario.
3 4 N. Y. Doc, 905-6.
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56 I R OQUOIS C ESSION.  lCHAP. V .  
me n d i ng the i r  refu sal t o  the E ngl ish to allow 
them to u su rp a cou n try which was not the i rs ,  
bu t said h e  was master o f  his  own cou n t ry, 
al though he only  des ired to u se hi r ights· for the 
benefit o f  his  chi ld ren ; and while i l l -disposed 
person s  might obj ect, the I n dians wou ld one day 
than k him for what he had done .  Teganissore n s  
made no d i rect reply to this ,  bu t said the Engl ish 
would find i t  ou t, and he hoped, i n  case of  war 
between Fre n ch and E ngl ish,  thei r tribes m ight 
not be embroi led .  Cal l ieres repl ied that h e  d id  
n ot expect  the Engl ish  to  do anything but  oppose 
i t, and all he  asked of the tri bes was n eu t ral i ty .  
This the Chief  agreed tQ . 1 
I n  J u ly !  and befo re La Motte Cadi llac's arrival ,  
the I roquois  held a con fe re n ce with the N ew Yark 
au thorities ,  in which th ey said they wou l d  be glad 
to rem ove the e n d  of the chai n of frie ndship to 
Tiochsagh rondie or  Wawyachtenok,  i f  in the i r  
power, bu t t h e  F re nch wou ld m o c k  at i t, fo r  these 
had take n  i t  in possession against  the i r wil ls ; and 
that they had n o  powe r to  res ist  s u ch a C h ristian 
enemy.2 
On the I 9 th of J u ly, 1 70 1 , the I roquois  con­
veyed to Ki ng W il l iam I I I .  all the i r  claims to lands 
in  the west, and described the cou ntry granted as 
coveri ng " that vast tract of land o r  colony cal led 
Canagariarchio, begi n n i ng o n  the no rthwest s ide of 
Cadarachqu i Lake,3  and i ncludes al l  that vast t ract 
1 I C h arlevoix, 270. 3 Ontario. 
2 4 N. Y. Doc. ,  905 -6. 
CHAr. v.] IROQUOIS CLAIMS. 57
of land lying between the great Lake of Ottawawa'
and the lake called by the natives Sahlquage, and
by the Christians the Lake of Sweege, and runns
till it butts upon the Twichtwichs, and is bounded
on the westward by the Twichtwichs by a place
called Ouadoge, containing In length about 800
miles and in breadth 400 miles, including the
country where beavers and all sorts of wild game
keeps, and the place called Tjeughsaghrondie alias
Fort De Tret or Wawyachtenock, and so runns
round the Lake of Sweege till you come to a place
called Oniadarundaquat," etc.^
Reference is made to " a place called Tjeuch-
saghronde, the principall pass that commands said
land." And this word is also used as one of the
boundaries in another description of the country.
These names of the three great lakes are not
often found on maps, but in the Iroquois negoti-
ations no others are used. Some French maps
call Lake Erie Oswego, and it is called Ochswego
in the New York documents.^
The Iroquois claimed seriously the right to
Upper Canada, but do not seem to have had ter-
ritorial claims in Michigan. The complaint in
McGregory's case was that they and the English
had a rieht to trade with the Indians inhabitinor
this region — chiefly Hurons and Ottawas, — not
that the country belonged to the Iroquois. Their
objection to the forts on Lake Ontario, Niagara
1 Huron. 3 5 N. Y. Doc, 694.
2 4 N. Y. Doc, 908 and seq.
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CHAl'. V.] IROQUOIS C LAIMS . 57  
o f  land lying betwee n  the great Lake o f  O ttawawa1 
and the lake called by the natives Sahiquage, and 
by the Christian s the Lake of Sweege, and r un n s  
t i l l  i t  butts u pon th e Twichtwichs,  a n d  is  bou nded 
on the westward b) the Twichtwichs by a place 
cal led Quadoge, contai n ing in length about 800 
mi les  and i n  b readth 400 m il es,  i nclu ding the 
cou n try whe re beav e rs and all  so rts of wi ld game 
keeps, and the place cal led Tj eughsaghrondie al ias 
Fo rt  De Tret or Wawyachtenock,  and so ru n n s  
rou n d  the Lake of  Sweege t i l l  y o u  come t o  a place 
call ed O niadaru n daqu a t, "  etc.2  
Refe re n ce is made to " a  place call e d  Tj e u ch­
saghronde,  the p ri nci p al l  pass that command� said 
land ."  And thi s  word is also u sed as one of the 
bou ndaries in anoth e r  descript ion of the cou ntry. 
These names of  the thre e  great lakes are not  
often found o n  map s ,  b u t i n  the I roquois  n egoti­
ations  no others a re u sed.  Some French maps 
call Lake E ri e  Oswego, and it is  cal led  Ochswego 
in the N ew York docum e n ts.3  
The I roqu ois claimed seriou sly the right to 
U pp e r  Canada, bu t do not  seem to have had ter­
r i to rial claims i n  M ichigan . The compla int  i n  
M c G regory's case was that they and the Engl i sh 
had a right to trade with the I ndians i n habiting 
this regio n  - chiefly H u rons and O ttawas,- n ot 
that the cou nt ry belonged to the I roqu ois .  Thei r  
obj ection t o  the forts on Lake O n tario ,  N iagara 
1 Huron. 3 5 N. Y. Doc. , 694. 
2 4 N. Y. Doc.,  908 an d seq. 
58 WATER HIGHWAYS. [Chap. V.
and Detroit, was that these commanded their beaver
country, by covering the passes by which alone it
was reached.
It is within the recollection of many persons
now living, that no carrying of goods to any large
amount was possible except by water. The furs
were all taken back and forth in canoes, until in
very recent times bateaux and Mackinaw boats
were substituted. The journey to Montreal and
Quebec from Michigan was commonly made
through Lake Huron, Georgian Ba)' and the
Ottawa River, or occasionally through other streams
leadine to Lake Ontario from the north. The
way through Lake Erie and round Niagara Falls
was the most direct way to New York, and was
the only convenient path for the Iroquois ; and
the Strait was the key to the whole, as at Detroit
it was but about half a mile wide, with a view ol
some two miles above, and the same distance
below, entirely unobstructed by islands or marshes.
In a memoir concernino^ the Indians made in
1718, and found in the Department of the Marine,
is a full description of the Strait and its islands.
It is there stated that it was a lono- time doubtful
whether Detroit should not be founded at Grosse
He.' The cause of the hesitation was the appre-
hension that the timber might some day fail.
During the present century that island has been
remarkable for the extent and beauty of its forest
timber, but most of it was second growth, and
1 9 N. Y. Doc, S86.
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5 W A T E R  H IG H W  \' . [CHAP. V .  
and Detroit , wa - that these com m anded their beaver  
cou ntry, by cov e ri ng the passes by which al o n e  i t  
was reached.  
It  is  wi th i n  the recol l ect ion of many person s  
now l ivi ng, that n o  carry ing o f  good.  to any l a rge 
amou n t  was possible except by wate r. The fu rs 
w e re al l  take n  back 3:nd fo rth in canoes,  u nti l  i n  
very rece n t  tim e s  bateaux a n d  M acki naw boats 
were su bstitu ted . The j ou rney to M o n t real  and 
Qu ebec from M ichigan was commonly made 
th rough Lake H u ro n ,  Georgian Bay and the 
O ttawa Rive r, or occasio nal ly  th rough oth e r  streams 
leading to Lake O n ta rio  from the n o rth . The 
way t�rough Lake E rie and rou n d  N iagara Falls  
was the most  d i rect  way to N ew York,  a n d  was 
the o n l y  ·conve n i e n t  path for the I roquois  ; a n d  
the Strai t  was the k e y  t o  the whole , a s  at  Detroit  
i t  was b u t  abou t hal f a mi le  wide ,  with a view of  
som e  two mi les  above, and the same distance 
below,  e n ti re ly  u nobstru c ted by i slands or marshes .  
In  a memoir  concern i ng the I ndians m ade in  
I 7 r 8 ,  and fou nd in  the Departm e n t  of the M ari ne ,  
is  a fu l l  descr ipt ion o f  the S trai t  and i ts is lan d s .  
I t  is  the re stated that i t  was a long tim e  doubtfu l 
wheth e r  Detroit  should  n o t  be fou n ded at G rosse 
I l e . 1  The caus e  of the hes i tation was the app re­
he n sion that the t imber m ight som e day fai l .  
D u ring the p rese n t  centu ry that is land has bee n 
rem a rkable fo r  the exte n t  and beau ty of i ts fo re t 
ti mbe r, bu t most of i t  was second o-rowthl a n d  
1 9 N .  Y .  noc. , 386. 
Chap. V.] CADILLAC BUILDS HIS FORT. 59
probably in the beginning of the last century the
land may not have been densely wooded. The
same memoir speaks with surprise of the multitude
and size of the apples. These were probably
crab-apples which were abundant, and existed in
different varieties. The translator must have been
in error in making them as large as pippins.
The term used in the original would seem to be
pommcs d'api, or lady-apples, which do not always
exceed in size large crab-apples.
Bois-blanc Island, near the Canadian shore at
Maiden, was in after times regarded as a more
important point, as it commanded the deepest
channel and an unobstructed view of all the lake
entrance south and eastward, whereas near,Grosse
He the channel is broken by small islands. The
Island of Bois-blanc, formerly beautifully wooded,
was completely denuded of trees for purposes of
military observation, during the so-called Patriot
War of 1838.
Immediately on his arrival La Motte Cadillac
enclosed his proposed fort by a stockade of a
few acres, probably not over three or four, and
perhaps less. It stood on what was formerly
called the first terrace, being on the ground lying
between Larned street and the river, and between
Grlswold and Wayne streets. The ground was
higher further back from the water, and the bank
westward was also higher. But the point selected
was opposite the narrowest part of the river or
strait, and hicrh enoucrh to command everythinor
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CHAP. Y . ]  CADI LLAC BU ILD H I. F R 1'.  9 
I robably m th begi n n ing f the last c ntu r) th 
land may not  have been densely wooded . The 
same memoir  speaks w i th u rpns of the m ul titu de 
and size of  the appl es .  Thes wer probably 
c rab-ap ples which w e re abu ndant and existed in  
diffe rent  va ri et ies .  The translato r m u st have been 
i n  error i n  mak ing the m  a large as pippin . 
The term u sed i n  the original would seem to b 
pommes d'apz" or lady-apple  , which do not always 
exceed i n  s ize large c rab-apple s .  
Bo is-blanc I sland,  n ear the Canadian shore at 
Malden .  was i n  after t imes rega rded as a m o r  
importan t  poi n t, a s  i t  commanded the deepest 
channel  and an u nobstru cted v iew of all  the lake 
e ntrance sou th and eastward whe reas n ear .Gros e 
I l e  the cha n n el i s  broken by small is lands .  The 
I sland of Boi  -blanc forme rly  beau tifu lly wooded,  
was completely d e n u ded of t rees fo r  pu rposes of  
m i li tary ob e rvation ,  d u ring th e so-cal led Patriot 
War of 1 8 3 8 .  
I m mediately o n  h i s  arrival La Motte Cadi l lac 
enclosed his  p roposed fo rt by a s tockade of a 
few ac res,  p robabl) n o t  ove r th ree or  fou r and 
perhaps less .  I t  stood o n  what wa form e rly  
cal led the  fi rst terrace,  be ing on the  grou n d  1 )  in  
between Larned street  and th rive r  and betw n 
G riswold and Wayne streets . The grou nd wa. 
h ighe r fu rther  back from the wate r, and the bank 
westward wa also high e r. B u t  the poi n t  e l  ct d 
was opposite the narrowest part of the river  r 
strait ,  and h igh n ou gh � c m m an d v rythi nc-:-
60 THE OLD TOWN OF DETROIT. [Chav. V,
within range. The fort proper, without the bas-
tions, was one arpent square, and stood at the
edge of the slope. If, as is probable, the plan
of the settlement within the stockade was the same
as subsequently, there is little difficulty in finding
out its general appearance. There was a road
running about the enclosure within the defences
called the Chemin du Rondc, which appears from
descriptions in conveyances to have been twelve
feet wide. The other streets could not have been
wider, and some, mentioned as little streets, were
probably very narrow. In 1778, there were one
twenty foot street and six fifteen foot streets ; but
these were laid out later. The older streets in
Quebec may have resembled them. The lots
did not exceed twenty-five feet by thirty or forty,
and were often smaller. M. De Bellestre, the
last Commander under the French, purchased two
lots together, not very long before the surrender,
which were apparently very eligible property, the
combined size of which was thirty feet by fifty-four,
and this property extended from street to street.
On the river side of the fort, the ground de-
scended quite sharply, leaving a small space of
level ground near the water about forty feet wide,
which was in process of time divided into lots.
The domain outside of the fort, being somewhat
more than half a mile in width, was used partly
by La Motte Cadillac for his own purposes, and
partly rented in parcels of a fourth of an arpent
in width by five arpents in depth. A part was
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G O  T H E  OLD TOWN O F  DETROIT.  lCH Al'. V. 
wi th in  range. The fo rt p roper, withou t the bas­
tio ns , was one a rp e n t sq u are ,  and stood at  the 
dge of the slope. I f, as is p robabl e,  the plan 
o f  the settl e m e n t  w i thin the stockade was the sam e 
as su bsequ e n tly, the re is  l i ttle d ifficu l t) i n  fi nding 
ou t i ts gen e ral appearance .  The re was a road 
ru nn i ng abo u t the en closu re with in  the defence s  
cal led the Clievzz·n du Ronde, which appea rs from 
descriptions  in conveyances to have been twelve 
feet wide.  The oth e r  streets cou l d  not  have been 
wid e r, and som e,  m e n tioned as l i tt le  streets ,  we re 
p robably very n arrow. I n  I 7 7 8 the re w e re one 
twe n ty foot street  and s ix  fi fteen foot stre e ts ; bu t 
these w e re laid ou t later .  The older streets i n  
Q u ebec may have resembled them . The lots  
did not  exceed twe n ty-five fee t  by thi rty o r  fo rty, 
and were ofte n small e r . M. De Bel l estre ,  the 
last Comman d e r  u nder  the Fre n ch p u rchased two 
lots togethe r, n o t  v e ry long before the su rre n d e r, 
which were appare n tl y  ve ry el igible p rope rty, the 
combi ned s ize  of  which was thi r ty fee t  by fi fty-fou r, 
and this  p rope rty extended from s tree t  to s treet.  
On the river s ide of the fo rt the grou nd de­
scended qu i te sharpl) , l eavi ng a small  space of 
level  grou n d  n ea r  the wate r abou t fo rty fee t  wide ,  
which was in p rocess o f  t ime div ided i n to l o ts .  
T h e  dom ai n  ou tside o f  t h e  fo rt, b e i n g  somewhat 
m o re than hal f a mi le  in  w id th ,  was u sed partly 
by La Motte Cadi l lac for his o w n  p u rposes,  and 
partly ren ted in parcels  o f  a fou rth of  an a rpen t  
i n  width b y  five arpen ts i n  depth.  A part was 
Chap. V.] OMISSIONS OF EARLY WRITERS. 61
at one time occupied by an Indian village. After
the domain was revested in the Crown, it was
used for a common, and other purposes of con-
venience. But for a few years after the settle-
ment, the cultivated grounds of the French were
all within the domain, and within a hundred rods
of the fort.
The writers who describe this region in early
times were very deficient in that habit of minute
description which is so valuable afterwards in
forming an idea of the domestic ways of the
people. There is nothing to indicate whether
there were cattle or draft animals of any kind.
As all the expeditions from the east were by
water, neither horses nor cattle could have been
brought from that quarter, as after the loss of the
Griffin there were no large boats used for a long
time. There is, however, in a spiteful report of
M. Aigremont, made in 1708, a passage bearing
on this subject. • He says '' La Motte required of
a blacksmith named Parent, for permission to work
at his trade, the sum of six hundred francs and
two hoesheads of ale, and the oblio^ation to shoe
all the horses of M. La Motte, whatever number
he may have, though at present he keeps but
one."' It is probable the horses found in this
region at that dme came from the southwest, and
were a distinct breed from those afterwards in-
troduced from below.
I Sheldon, 281.
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CHAP . V. J  01\USSIONS OF EA RLY W R I T ER S .  6 1  
a t  o n e  t ime occu pied by a n  I ndian vi l lage . Afte r 
the· domai n was revested in the C rown,  i t  was 
u sed for a common,  a n d  other  pu rposes of con­
venience .  B u t  fo r  a fe w yea rs afte r the se ttle­
ment, the cu l t ivated grou n ds of the Fre n ch we re 
al l  within the domai n ,  and wi th i n  a hu n d red rods 
o f  the fo rt .  
The wri te rs who describe this region in  early 
t imes we re ve ry defic ient  i n  that habi t of  min u te 
descript ion which is  so val uable afte rwards i n  
fo rming an i d e a  of the domestic ways of th e 
people .  There is  nothi ng to i ndicate whether 
the re were cattl e or d raft animals of any k ind .  
As al l the  expedi tions  from the  east were by 
wate r, ne i ther  ho rses n o r  cattle cou l d  have been 
brought from that quarte r, as after the loss o f  the 
G ri ffi n  the re were n o  la rge boats used for a long 
ti me.  The re is ,  ho.we\ e r, in  a spitefu l  repo rt of 
M. Aigremont, made i n  r 708 ,  a passage beari ng 
on this su bj e ct .  . H e  says " La l\!I otte requ i red o f  
a blacksmith named Pare n t, for p e rmi ssion to work 
at his  trade,  the su m of six hu n d red fra ncs and 
two hogsheads o f  ale ,  and the obl igation to shoe 
all the horses of M. La M otte, whateve r  nu mbe r  
h e  may have,  though a t  p rese n t  he keeps bu t 
o n e . " 1  I t  is  p robable the horses fo u n d  i n  thi · 
region at  that t ime came from the sou thw est ,  and 
we re a dist inct  breed from those afterw a rds  i n "'  
traduced from belo\\ . 
r Sheldon, 28 1 .  
62 HOUSES AT DETROIT. [Chap. V.
Aigremont speaks also somewhat contemptu-
ously of the small thatched log houses of the settlers
within the walls ; and it has been hastily assumed
that this was the character of all the buildings.
But there is evidence to the contrary, and it is
apparent that there were competent mechanics and
a demand for them. La Motte Cadillac, in 1 703,
had already under orders from Quebec, built a
house of oak for the Huron Chief, forty feet wide
by twenty-four feet deep/ on an eminence by the
river overlooking the Huron village, because he
desired to live like a Frenchman. This was cer-
tainly a spacious and respectable building ; and
from the landmarks may have occupied the
beautiful spot formerly the homestead of General
Cass, before the high and shaded terrace was cut
down and graded. It is not likely the proud
commander would have allowed the chief to
possess a finer house than his own. It is supposed
and said to be known that La Motte's own house
occupied the same foundation that, after the great
fire of 1805, was rebuilt upon by Joseph Campau,
still remaininpf as one of the oldest landmarks
within the present city limits of Detroit. Mention
has before been made of the carved work of the
early artisans. The same company that built the
Griffin erected at the St. Joseph's River a building
so large as to demand considerable skill. The
edifices afterwards erected within Port Pont-
chartrain, when there is no reason to suppose
I Sheldon, iii.
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62 H O U S E  T D ETR IT.  [CHAP. V. 
Aigre m o n t  speaks also som what co n temptu ­
ously o f  the small  thatched l og hou es  o f  the settl e rs 
w i th i n  the wall s ; and i t  has been hastily assu m ed 
that this  was the characte r of  all  the bu i ld ing . 
B u t  the re is e T ide n ce to the con tra ry, a n d  i t  i s  
appare n t  that the re w e re com pete n t  mechani c s  and 
a demand fo r  them.  La M otte Cadil lac ,  i n  I 703 , 
had al ready u n de r  o rde rs from Q u ebec,  bu i l t  a 
hm.� se  of  oak fo r  the H u ro n  C h ief, fo rty feet wide 
by twe nty-fou r feet  deep, 1  o n  an e m i n e n ce by the 
riv e r  ove rl ooking the H u ron v i l lage, be cause he 
des ire d  to l ive l ike a F re nchman . Thi s  was c e r­
tain ly a spac iou s a n d  respectabl e bu ildi ng ; a n d  
from t h e  landmarks m ay have occu pied the 
beautifu l  spot fo rm e rly the homestead of Gen e ral 
Cass,  before the h igh and shaded te r race was c u t  
down a n d  graded.  I t  i s  n o t  l ikely the p roud 
commander  w o u l d  have al lowed the ch ief  to 
possess a fi n e r  h o u se than h is  ow n .  I t  i s  su pposed 
and said to b e  k nown that La Motte s own hou s e  
ccu pied t h e  same fo u n dati o n  that afte r the great 
fi re of 1 805 , was rebu i l t  u po n  by J oseph Campau , 
sti l l  remain ing as n e  o f  the oldest landmarks 
w i th i n  the p rese n t  c i ty l i mits o f  Detroit .  M e n ti o n  
h a s  before been made of the carved wo rk o f  the 
early artisan s .  The same company that bu i l t  the 
G ri ffi n  e re cted at  the S t. J os e ph 's  River a bu i ld ing 
·o large a to demand considerable ski l l .  The 
difices afte rward e rected with i n  Fo rt Pon t-
chartra in ,  when the re i s  n o  rea o n  to su ppose 
r Shel don r r r .  
Chap, v.] INDIANS AT DETROIT. 63
materials or labor were more abundant, were
beyond doubt well made and expensive. The
purchase before referred to by M. Bellestre, was
made in 1760 of one V'ernet, who was a cutler
as well as smith, and it was certified by Bellestre
to have cost him 1 2,000 livres/ This if counted
as /k'rcs pari sis would have been 3,000 dollars,
and if livrcs toitrnois 2,500 dollars, a very con-
siderable sum in those days. The instrument of
purchase included not only the lots and buildings
referred to, but Vernet's stock in trade, and his
bill for building Bellestre's own dwelling; and the
whole consideration was 30,000 livres, or from
6,000 to 7,500 dollars, equivalent to more than
double that sum now, and with the low prices of
labor in those days probably going much further.^
La Motte's first care was to gather the Indians
about him and retain them near his fort. In this
he was very successful, very much to the wrath
of the Fathers at Mackinaw, as the Hurons and
most of the other Indians at that post emigrated
to Detroit. La Motte, who had a standing feud
with the Jesuits, for what he claimed to be un-
authorized interference with his interests and with
the royal wishes, wrote exultingh- and a little mal-
1 County Records, B., 128 and seij.
2 All houses were probably made of limber until long after the laying
out of the new town, except two or three of brick or stone, and some barrack-
like buildings of rough cast. Timber was cheap, round or hewed, and made
warm and durable houses ; and until saw-mills were introduced, and boards
and shingles readily obtainable, log or block houses roofed with thatch were
very common in this region, and are not unknown now.
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CHAP. V . J  IND I A NS A T  DETR OIT.  6 3  
mate rials o r  labor w e re m o re abu ndan t, wer  
beyo n d  dou bt well  made and expen sive .  The 
pu rchase before refe rred to by M. Bel lestre ,  was 
made i n  r 7 60 of o n e  \ e rnet, who was a cutl e r  
a s  well  a s  s m i th. and i t  was c e rt ified by Bel lestre 
to have cost h i m  r 2 ,000 l iv res . 1  This i f  cou n ted 
as lz"vres pa1,.isis wou l d  h a  e b e e n  3 ,000 dol lars ,  
and i f  l£ures tournois 2 , 500 dol lars ,  a v e ry con­
s iderable s u m i n  those days. The i n stru m e n t  of 
pu rchase i n cl u ded not o n l y  the l ots and bu i l d i ngs 
ref e rred to, bu t V e rne t' s stock in trade, and h i s  
b i l l  fo r  bu i ld ing B el lestre ' s  own dwel l i ng ; a n d  the 
whole  conside rati o n  was 30,000 l i v res ,  or from 
6,ooo to 7 , 500 dollars, equ ivale n t  to m o re than 
double that sum now,  and with the low p rices of 
labor in those days p robably goi ng m u ch fu rther .2 
La Matte ' s  fi rst  ca re was to gathe r  the I n dians 
abou t h im and reta in  them n ea r  h i s  fo rt. I n  th is  
he was v e ry su ccessfu l ,  v e ry m u ch to  the  w rath 
of the Fathe rs at Mackinaw, as the H u ro n s  and 
most of  the other  In dians  at that  post em igrated 
to D etroit .  La M otte, who had a tan d i n a  feu d  
\ i th the J es u i ts ,  fo r  what he cla imed to be u n ­
au thorized i n te rfe re n c e  w i th h i s  i n terests a n d  with 
the royal wishes ,  wrote exu lti ngly and a l i ttl e mal-
1 ' otinty Record , B. , 1 2 8 and seq . 
2 All  houses were proba bl y m ad e of t i mber u n t i l  long a fter t h e  l aying 
out of the new town,  except t wo or three of brick or tone, J.nd ome barrack­
l i ke bui ld ings of rough cast. Timber \\'aS ch eap , ro und or he\' ed, and made 
warm and d urabl e ho uses ; and unt i l saw-mills were i n trod uced, and boards 
and h ingles readily obtainabl e, l og or block hou e roofed with thatch were 
very com m o n  in t h i s  region,  and are not  u nknown now. 
64 INDIAN POLICY. [Cmaf. V.
iciously to Count Pontchartrain, in August, 1703,
giving an account of the actual and promised ac-
cessions to his settlement, in which he says :
*' Thirty Hurons of Michilimackinac arrived here
on the 28th of June, to unite themselves with those
already established here. There remain only about
twenty -five at Michilimackinac. Father Carheil,
who is missionary there, remains always firm. I
hope, this fall, to pluck out the last feather of his
wing, and I am persuaded that this obstinate old
priest will die in his parish, without having a single
parishioner to bury him."
Father Carheil was a devoted and good man,
and his zeal for the preservation of the Indians
from demoralizing influences was commendable,
and in some degree efficacious.
It has not, however, been sufficiently noticed
that La Motte's deserved reputation, (which in spite
of his impetuosity always in the long run secured
him the confidence of the King and his ministers,
as well as of the Indians,) rested largely on his
freedom from the reckless disregard shown by some
persons for the welfare of the Indians. In a letter
written while at Mackinaw, in 1695, in which he
criticised a very excellent and wise prohibition of
the sale of brandy, there are expressions which
might seem to indicate that he cared very little
about them or their fate. (He mentions — by the
way — a very remarkable fact, if it be true, that
the Sioux would not touch brandy and greatly
disliked it.) When he had the responsibility of his
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64 INDIAN POLICY. [CHAP. V. 
i ciously to Coun t  Pontchartrain,  in August, 1 703 ,  
giving an accoun t  of the actual and promised ac­
cessions to his settlement, in which he says : 
" Thirty H u rons of M ichil imackinac arrived here 
on the 28 th of June, to u nite themselves with those 
al ready establ ished here. There remain only abou t 
twenty - five at Michil imackinac. Father Carhei l ,  
who is missionary there ,  remains always firm .  I 
hope, this fall ,  to p luck ou t the last feather of his 
wing, and I am persuaded that this obstinate old 
priest  will die i n  his parish, without having a single 
parishioner to bu ry him. "  
Father Carheil was a devoted and good man, 
and his zeal for the preservation of the Indians 
from demoral iz ing influences was commendable ,  
and in  some degree efficacious .  
I t  has not, however, been sufficiently noticed 
that La Motte 's  deserved reputation, (which in spite 
of h is  impetuos i ty always in the long run secu red 
him the confidence of the King and his m inisters, 
as well as of the I ndians,) rested largely on his 
freedom from the reckless disregard shown by some 
persons for the welfare of the I ndians. In  a le tter 
written while at Mackinaw, in  I 69 5 ,  in  which he 
criticised a very excel lent  and wise prohibition of 
the sale of brandy, there are expressions which 
might seem to indicate that he cared very l itt le 
abou t them or their fate . (He  mentions-by the 
way - a very remarkable fact, i f  i t  be true, that 
the Sioux wou ld not touch brandy and greatly 
disl iked it . )  When he  had the responsibi l i ty of his 
Chap. V] TEMPERANCE REGULATIONS.
65
own settlement upon his hands he manifested a
spirit very rare In those days, and which in turn
subjected him to the same criticism which he had
indulged in towards the government. M. Aigre-
mont, who lost no chance of fault-finding, charges
La Motte with endeavoring to prevent disturbances
from the excessive use of brandy, by putting it
all in one storehouse and selling it at an exor-
bitant rate, allowing no one to drink except at
the depot, and allowing no one to have more than
one drink of the twenty - fourth part of a quart.
M. Aigremont complains not only that no one could
get drunk on such a quantity, but that, as each
had to take his turn, sometimes the Indians had
to go home without getting even a taste. La Motte
was, in this, wise beyond his generation. It is
worthy of remark that the traders of Detroit in
1775 resorted to a ver}' similar expedient, to pre-
vent drunkenness and keep spirits away from the
Indians.'
It appears that in the first instance the pro-
prietary rights of La Motte Cadillac were not very
extensive. The commission given him in 1 700
has not been printed. But there was evidently
some right of trading, though not in such furs as
were within the monopoly. His powers as a mil-
itary commander over all in the post seem, from
incidental references, to have been plenary and
exclusive.
I Record A., 337.
5
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
21
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CH AP. v. J TEMPERANCE R EGULA TIO NS. 65 
own settlement upon his  hands he manifested a 
spi ri t  very rare in  those days, and which in tu rn 
subj ected him to the same criticism which he had 
indu lged in towards the government. M .  Aigre­
mont, who lost no chance of fault-finding, charges 
La Motte with endeavoring to prevent distu rbances 
from the excessive u se of brandy, by putting it  
al l  in one storehouse and sel l ing i t  at an exor­
bitant rate, allowing no one to drink except at 
the depot, and al lowing no one to have more than 
one drink of the twen ty - fou rth part of a quart. 
M. Aigremont complains  not only that no one could 
get drunk on such a quantity, bu t that, as each 
had to take his turn, sometimes the Indians had 
to go home without getting even a taste . La Motte 
was, in  this , wise beyond his generation . It 1s 
worthy of remark that the traders of Detroit in 
r 7 7 5 resorted to a very s imi lar expedient, to pre­
ven t  dru nkenness and keep spiri ts away from the 
I ndians . 1 
I t  appears that i n  the first instance the pro­
prietary rights of La Motte Cadillac were not very 
extensive. The commission given him in  r 700 
has not been printed. But  the re was evidently 
some right of trading, though not in such fu rs as 
were within the monopoly. H is powers as a mil ­
i tary commander over  al l in the post seem, from 
incidental references, to have been plenary and 
exclusive. 
1 Record A.,  337 .  
5 
66 CADILLAC INTERFERED WITH. [Chap. V.
The Canada Company procured, before the
first year was over, from the Governor and
Intendant, authority to assume exclusive charge of
the fur and peltry traffic. How far this was
authorized by the King is not evident. But within
the next two or three years new arrangements
were made to which Cadillac was a party, which
gave him a certain oversight in the business,
though not any control over its details, w^hich
were in charge of agents.
The Commandant had constant difficulties with
these men, and was annoyed by very active
enemies. The purpose of his settlement was to
found a town of French artisans and other civilians,
and to make it a nucleus for a large Indian
population. He had been promised that the roving
traders should not be allowed to interfere with it.
But he found active opposition from the mission-
aries and others at Mackinaw, (who were jealous
of the rival post which had enticed away all their
Indians,) and from the traders who had dealt with
the tribes at the north. There were also com-
plaints made to the King from the high officials,
for which it is hard to find any honest explana-
tion. They represented the fort as useless, and
offensive to the Iroquois, and the place as not
eligible for agriculture. Soldiers were denied him,
and his petitions to allow settlers to come in and
establish themselves were disregarded.
The new war with the English, which broke
out soon after Detroit was founded, made their
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66  CADILLAC INTERFERED WITH. [CHAP .  V. 
The Canada Company procured, before the 
firs t  year was over, from the Governor and 
In tendant, authori ty to assume exclusive charge of 
the fur and peltry traffic. H ow far this was 
authorized by the King is not evident .  Bu t  within 
the next two or  three years new arrangements 
were made to which Cadillac was a party, which 
gave him a ce rtain oversight in the business, 
though not any control over  i ts detai ls ,  which 
were in charge of agents .  
The Commandant had constant  difficul ties with 
these men,  and was annoyed by very active 
enemies.  The purpose of his settlement  was to 
found a town of French artisans and other civi l ians, 
a�d to make i t  a nucleus for a large Indian 
population .  H e  had been promised that the roving 
traders shou ld not be allowed to inte rfere with it .  
Bu t  he fou nd active opposition from the mission­
aries and others at  Mackinaw, (who were j ealous 
of the rival post which had enticed away all their  
I ndians,) and from the traders who had dealt with 
the tribes at the north. There were also com­
plain ts made to the King from the high official s, 
for which it i s  hard to find any honest explana­
t ion .  They represented the fort as u seless, and 
offensive to the I roquois , and the place as not 
eligible for agriculture. Soldiers were denied him, 
and his petitions  to al low settlers to come in  and 
establish themselves were disregarded.  
The new war with the Engl ish, which broke 
out soon after Detroit was founded, made thei r 
Chap. V.] CADILLAC EXONERATED. 67
emissaries active ; and attacks were made, some
openly and some stealthily, upon the fort, which
met with some calamities.' In the latter part of
1703, and beginning of 1704, Cadillac detected
the Company agents and some accomplices in
very bold and important speculation and frauds,
and put them in arrest. They had relatives in
high positions; and in the autumn of 1704, La
Motte was ordered to Quebec for trial on charges
of tyrannical conduct. During his absence, which
was protracted, much was done to destroy his
plans, and the officer in charge provoked a war
with some of the neighboring Indians, which was
unfortunate in bringing much trouble on the post.
La Motte was acquitted, but, disgusted with his
treatment, he appealed his grievances to Count
Pontchartrain, who came over to Quebec, and gave
him a patient hearing, and dismissed him with
commendation.
One of the most audacious wrongs done him
received a very severe rebuke. The King him-
self, in 1 703, wrote to Callieres and Beauharnois,
(Governor and Intendant,) directing them, in view
of the conflicting representations made to him
about Detroit, to call an assembly of the most
reputable officers and inhabitants of Canada to
I In 1703, the Indians near Detroit were induced to visit Albany, and
for a time were more or less under English influence. After their return to
Detroit they attempted to burn the fort, but were repulsed, after they had
done some mischief. The Ottawas soon after made a demonstration in which
they received punishment. In 1706, while Cadillac was in Quebec, another
attack was made while M. de Bourgmont was in charge, killing a missionary.
Father Constantine, and a soldier.
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CHAP. V.]  CADILLAC EXON ERATED. 67  
emissaries active ; and attacks were made, some 
openly and some steal thily, upon the fort, which 
met with some calamities. 1 In the latter part of 
1 703,  and beginning of I 704, Cadillac detected 
the Company agents and some accomplices in 
very bold and important  specu lation and frauds, 
and put  them in arrest .  They had relatives in  
h igh positions ; and in  the au  tum �  of r 704, La 
Motte was ordered to Quebec for trial on charges 
of tyrannical conduct. Du ring his absence,  which 
was protracted, much was done to destroy his 
plans, and the officer in charge provoked a war 
with some of the neighboring I ndians, which was 
u nfortunate in bringing much trouble on the post. 
La Motte was acqu itted, bu t, disgusted with his 
treatment, he appealed his grievances to Count  
Pontchartrain ,  who came  over to  Quebec, and gave 
him a patient  hearing, and dismissed him with 
commendation. 
One of the most audacious wrongs done him 
received a very severe rebuke .  The King him­
self, i n  r 703,  wrote to Cal l ieres and Beauharnois, 
(Governor and I ntendant,) d irecting them, in  view 
of the conflicting rep res en tations made to him 
about Detroit, to cal l an assembly  of the most 
repu table officers and inhabitants of Canada to 
i In I 703 , the Indians near Detroit were induced to visit Albany, and 
for a tim..; were more or less · under English influence. After their return to 
Detroit they at�empted to burn the fort, but were repulsed, after they had 
done some mischief. The Ottawas soon after made a demonstration in which 
they received punishment. In 1 706, whi le  Cadil lac was i n  Quebec, another 
attack was made while M. de Bourgmont was in charge, ki l ling a missionary. 
Father Constantine, and a soldier.· 
6«
CADILLAC'S ENEMIES. [Chap. V
meet Cadillac, and consider all the reasons for
and against it, and when agreed to have him, as
well as themselves, sign a proper memorial for
the royal guidance.' This meeting they called, but
did not notify Cadillac until several months after
it had been held. The report was made without
information from the person most relied on to
give it. The Minister was very indignant at this
treachery, and expressed himself plainly.^ In 1 706,
Pontchartrain wrote to Vaudreuil that his conduct
in favoring Arnaud, who was one of the persons
arrested by Cadillac, was so censurable that,
unless he showed more respect to the King's
orders, he would lose his office.^ La Motte re-
turned to his post in 1706. It appears that he
was thereafter left in sole control of the fort, and,
although annoyed more or less by new hindrances,
was maintained honorably until his removal to
Louisiana. In 1708, M. Aigremont was sent out
by the King to report upon this among other
posts ; but on the way he evidently fell into the
hands of La Motte's enemies, and his report was
a labored argument for the suppression of the
fort and settlement altogether, in favor of
Mackinaw. It was too strongly drawn to conceal
the spirit of the writer, and, while some of his
recommendations were approved, he was not left
without censure.'^ He had further correspondence
with the Marine Department, in which he lost no
1 9 N. Y. Doc, 742. 3 9 N. Y. Doc, 777.
2 Sheldon H., p. 154. 9 N, Y. Doc, 777. 4 9 N. Y. Doc, 827.
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68 CADI LLAC'S EN EMI�S. [CHAP. V .  
meet Cadil lac, and consider all the reasons for 
and against  i t, and when agreed to  have him, as  
well as themselves, s ign a proper memorial for 
the royal gu idance.  1 This meeting they called, bu t 
did not  notify Cadil lac un ti l  several months after 
' 
i t  had been held. The report was made withou t 
information from the person most rel ied on to 
give i t .  The Min ister was very indignant at this 
treachery, and expressed himself plainly. 2 I n  r 706, 
Pontchartrain wrote to Vaudreui l  that hi� conduct 
in favoring Arnaud, who was one of the persons 
arrested by Cadillac, was so censu rable thCl:t, 
u nless he showed more respect to the King's 
orders, he wou ld  lose his office. 3 La Motte re­
turned to his post in I 706. I t  appears that he 
was thereafter left in sole control of the fort, and, 
although annoyed more or less by new hindrances, 
was main tained honorably un til his removal to 
Lou isiana. I n  I 708,  M .  Aigremont was sent  ou t 
by the King to report upon this among other 
posts ; but on  the way he evidently fel l  i n to the 
hands of La M otte 's  enemies, and his report was 
a labored argumen t for the suppression of the 
fort and settlement al together, i n  favor of 
Mackinaw. I t  was too strongly drawn to conceal 
the spiri t  of the writer, and, while some of his 
recommendations were approved, he was not left 
without  censure . 4  He had fu rther  correspondence 
with the Marine Department, m which he lost no 
1 9 N. Y .  Doc., 742. 
2 Sheldon H., p. 1 54. 9 N. Y. Doc!, 777· 
3 9 N. Y. Doc., 7 7 7. 
4 9 N. Y. Doc.,  827. 
Chap. V.] D'AIGREMONT'S VIEWS. 69
Opportunity of assailing La Motte and his post.
His last attempt appears in a letter to Count
Pontchartrain, in November, 1710, in which he not
only advocates making Mackinaw the controlling
post of the country, but recommends doing so by
the pernicious system of conges, or licenses to
trade in the Indian country. " To render these
licenses valuable" — he remarks — "a large num-
ber of canoes ought to be prevented going up to
Detroit: for being unable to trade off within its
limits the great quantity of goods with which
they would be loaded, in the time ordinarily em-
ployed in bartering, those who would find their
stock too large would not fail to go further off to
sell them. Finally, my Lord, the value of these
licenses will depend on the proportion of the
number of canoes which will go up to Detroit,
which ought to be fixed at 8 or 10 at the most."'
The history of the colony shows that it was but
rarely that any one in power favored the exten-
sion of French settlements ; and the opposition to
these derived its strength from two controlling
elements — the missionaries and the fur traders —
which happened to work together, though from
different motives. Beauharnois and De la Gal-
issonniere were the most favorable of all the later
Governors to colonization, and both took active
measures to forward it. But the census returns
show a lamentable lack of people. In 1719, there
were but 22,530 in all Canada; in 1720, 24.434;
I 9 N. Y. Doc, 852.
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CHAP. V.J  D' AIGREMONT'S VIEWS. 69 
opportunity of assail ing La Motte and his post. 
His last attempt appears in a letter to Count 
Pontchartrain ,  in November, 1 7 1 0, in which he not 
only advocates making Mackinaw the controlling 
post of the country, bu t recommends doing so by 
the pern icious system of cong·es, or l icenses to 
trade in the Indian country. " To render these 
l icenses valuable" - he remarks - " a  large num­
ber of canoes ought to be prevented going up to 
Detroit : for being u nable to trade off within its 
l imits the great quantity of goods with which 
they would be loaded, in the time ordinarily em­
ployed in bartering, those who would find their 
stock too large would not fail to go further off to 
sel l  them . Finally, my Lord, the value  of these 
l icenses wil l  depend on the proportion of the 
number of canoes which will go up to Detroit, 
which ought to be fixed at 8 or I o  at the most. " 1  
The history of  the colony shows that i t  was but 
rarely that any one i n  power favored the exten­
sion of French settlements ; and the opposition to 
these derived its strength from two controll ing 
elements - the missionaries and the fur traders -
which happened to work together, though from 
different motives .  Beauharnois and De la Gal­
issonniere were the most favorable of all the later 
Governors to colonization, and both took active 
measures to forward it. Bu t  the census retu rns 
show a lamentable lack of people. In  1 7 I 9, there 
were but 2 2 , 5 30 in  all Canada · in 1 7 20 ,  2 4:434 · 
1 9 N. Y. Doc·, 852. 
70 CADILLAC OBTAINS A SEIGNEURIE. [Chap. V.
in 1721, 24,511; In 1734, 30,516. Cadillac was a
strenuous advocate of the policy of enlarging the
actual settlements for farming purposes, and of
civilizing the Indians by education and discipline
in contact with the French. And as Detroit stood
alone to represent this policy, it is not strange
that many misrepresentations were made in regard
to it. But the best evidence of the Commander's
fidelity is found in the unshaken confidence of the
Home Government, which is found very frequently
suggesting to the Governor and Intendant the
duty of letting him alone, and of respecting his
rights.'
Up to his interview with Count Pontchartrain,
in Quebec, La Motte's powers had been so ham-
pered that the post did not make much progress,
although remarkably successful in gathering in the
Indians. But his requests to be allowed to en-
courage settlements were passed by, or at all
events not much favored. The Minister's eyes
seem to have become opened to the state of affairs,
and in 1705 and 1706 he was put in complete
and sole control of the post, and granted a manor
or seigneurie, the precise limits of which it is now
difficult to ascertain.
His plans, which were not all allowed, were
shadowed forth in his correspondence of 1703.
He then desired leave to encourage the Indians
to live in houses and learn French customs, and
to organize companies of Indians drilled as soldiers.
» 9 N. Y. Doc, 777, 805.
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70 CADILLAC Ol3TAINS A SEIGNEURIE. [CHAP. V. 
in I 7 2 I ,  2 4, 5 I I ; in I 7 3 4, 30, 5 I 6. Cadillac was a 
strenuous advocate of the pol icy of enlarging the 
actual settlements for farming pu rposes, and of 
civi l iz ing the Indians by education and discipl ine 
in  contact with the French. And as Detroi t  s tood 
alone to represent this policy, it is not strange 
that many misrepresentations were made in  regard 
to i t. But  the best evidence of the Commander's  
fidel ity is  fou nd  in  the u nshaken confidence of the 
H ome Gove rnment, which is found very frequently  
·suggesting to the Governor and  Intendant the 
duty of le tting him alone, and of respecting his 
rights. 1 
Up  to his i n terview with Count  Pontchartrain, 
in Quebec, La Motte 's  powers had been so ham­
pered that the post did not make much progress, 
although remarkably successful in gathering in  the 
Indians .  But h is  requests to be allowed to en­
courage settlemen ts were passed by, or  at all 
events not much favored. The Min ister's eyes 
seem to have become opened to the state of affairs ,  
and in  I 70 5 and I 706 he was put i n  complete 
and sole con trol of the post, and granted a manor 
or  sezgneurie, the precise l imits of which i t  i s  now 
difficult to asce rtain .  
H is plans, which were not all allowed, were 
shadowed forth in  his correspondence of I 703 . 
H e  then desired leave to encourage the Indians 
to l ive in houses and learn French customs, and 
to organize companies of I ndians dri l led as soldiers. 
:t 9 N.  Y. Doc. , 777, 805. 
Cmap v.] schemes for IMPROVEMENT. 71
He further desired to establish a seminary for
the common instruction of French and Indian
children, and offered to bear the expense himself
or provide means without charge to the Crown.
He urged that the place should be allowed to
become a substantial settlement ; that lands should
be granted to soldiers and settlers, and that settlers
should be allowed to erect dwellings. He desired
leave to send out men to explore for minerals ;
and offered, if granted a seigneurie on the Maumee,
to establish the raising of silk-worms and silk-"
making, the country being full of mulberry trees
and adapted to that industry. He showed that
the people had already raised a surplus of supplies.
Tnis was during the time when he complained,
with justice, that his plans had been interfered
with under such powers as he actually possessed.'
When he was relieved from the obstruction of
others at Detroit, he was not allowed all the
privileges he desired, but was, nevertheless, in a
better condition, although exposed to interference
from below. He at once began to provide for
the increase of the settlement. He made two
grants of land, within the present limits of Detroit,
(though not included until within a few years,)
and as the first land grants in Michigan, and the
only manorial grants ever recognized as valid in
the State, they deserve mention. The only other
manor granted in Michigan was conceded to the
Chevalier de Repentigny, about half a century
» Letter of 1703, Sheldon's H., 107.
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CHAP V . J  SCHEMES F O R  IM PROVEMENT . 7 1  
He fu rther desired to establ ish a seminary for 
the common instruction of French and Indian 
children, and offered to bear the expense himself 
or provide means without  charge to the Crown . 
He u rged that the place should be allowed to 
become a substantial settlement ; that lands shou ld 
be granted to soldiers and settlers, and that settlers 
should  be allowed to erect dwel l ings. He desired 
l eave to send out men to explore for minerals ; 
and offered, i f  granted a se igneu rie on the Maumee, 
to establish the rais ing of si lk-worms and si lk­
making, the cou ntry being full of mulberry trees 
and adapted to that i ndustry.  He showed that 
the people had already raised a su rplus of suppl ies .  
Tnis was during the t ime when he complained, 
with j ustice, that his plans had been interfered 
with u nder such powers as he actually possessed.1 
When he was rel ieved from the obstruction of 
others at Detroit, he was not al lowed all the 
privi leges he desired, but  was, nevertheless, in a 
better condi tion, although exposed to interference 
from below. H e  at once began to provide for 
the increase of the settlement. He made two 
grants of land, within the present l imits of Detroit, 
(though not included u ntil within a few years,) 
and as the first land grants in Michigan, and the 
only manorial grants ever recognized as valid in 
the State, they deserve mention .  The only other 
manor granted in  M ichigan was conceded to the 
Chevalier de Repentigny, about half a centu ry 
1 Letter of 1 703 , Sheldon'i H.,  107. 
72 FEUDAL GRANTS. [Chap. V.
thereafter, and lost to his heirs as escheated, under
a decision of the United States Supreme Court.
Whether La Motte Cadillac made further grants
is not known. In the interval between the date
of these and his departure for Louisiana, he was
constantly harassed by the colonial authorities,
and may not have found occasion to extend his
tenancies.
A somewhat imperfect translation of one ot
these concessions is found in the Land Records
of Michigan.' It is dated March lo, 1707, and
made to Frangois Fafard, dit Delorme. The land
was two arpents (or about 400 feet) in width by
twenty in depth.^
The grantee had the privilege of trading, fish-
ing and hunting, except as to hares, rabbits, part-
ridges and pheasants. He was to pay annually
at the castle and principal manor, on the 20th of
March, five livres for seigneurial dues, and ten
livres for other privileges, payable in peltries until
a currency was established in the colony, and
thereafter in money. (The livres mentioned in
these and in legal documents generally were livres
parisis of 25 sols each, or a franc and a quarter.)
The ten livres annually appear from subsequent
provisions, and from other documents, to have
been for the right to trade, and to have been
1 Am. State Papers, i Public Lands, 250.
2 In the early surveys, eighty arpents were made to measure three miles,
which gave 198 American feet to the arpent. The precise measure would
have been a little less.
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72 FEUDAL GRAN TS. [CHAP. V. 
thereafter, and lost to his heirs as escheated, under 
a decision of the U n ited States Supreme Court. 
Whether La Motte Cadillac made fu rther  grants 
is not known .  In the interval between the date 
of these and his departure for Lou isiana, he was 
constantly harassed by the colonial authorities, 
and may not have fou nd occasion to extend his 
tenancies .  
A somewhat imperfect translation of one of  
these concessions is  found in the Land Records 
of Michigan. 1 It is dated March 1 o, 1 707, and 
made to Franc;ois Fafard, <lit Delorme. The land 
was two arpents (or about 400 feet) in width by 
twenty in depth.2 
The grantee had the privilege of trading, fish­
ing and hunting, except as to hares,  rabbits, part­
ridges and pheasants. H e  was to pay annual ly 
at the . castl e  and principal manor, on the 20th of 
. March, five l ivres  for seigneurial dues, and ten 
l ivres for other privileges, payable in pel tries u ntil 
a cu rrency was established in the colony, and 
thereafter m n1oney. (The livres mentioned in  
these and in  legal documents generally were livres 
parisis of 2 5 sols each, or a franc and a quarter.) 
The ten livres annual ly appear from subsequent 
provisions, and from other documents, to have 
been for the right to trade, and to have been 
x Am.  State Papers, I Public Lands, 250. 
2 In  the early surveys, eighty arpents were made to measure three miles, 
which gave 198 American feet to the arpent. The precise measure would 
have been a little less. 
Chap. V.] FEUDAL CONDITIONS.
73
personal and not divisible among sub-grantees.
The other conditions were that he should com-
mence improving within three months ; that he
should plant or help plant a long maypole an-
nually before the door of the principal manor,
and grind his grain at the moulin baital or public
mill, giving toll at eight pounds for each minot\
that he should not sell or hypothecate his land
without consent, and that it should be subject to
the grantor's pre-emption in case of sale, as well
as to the dues of alienation, and subject to the
use of timber for vessels and fortifications. The
grantee could not work as blacksmith, armorer,
cutler or brewer, without a special permit. (This
was evidently to prevent unauthorized dealing
with the Indians in weapons or ale.) He was
given full liberty of trading and importing goods,
but allowed to employ no clerks or agents who
were not domiciliated at Detroit. The sale of
brandy to the Indians was prohibited on pain of
forfeiture of the liquor in his possession and con-
fiscation of his land. On a sale of a part of the
land, the annual dues were proportioned, except
the ten livres for trading, which every individual
was to pay in full for the privilege.
This grant did not require the grantee (as
was afterwards required) to dwell upon his con-
cession. It appears that for many years the
settlers all dwelt within the gates of the town, or
immediately without.'
I La ForSt's memoir, 9 N. Y. Doc, 867.
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CHAP. V.] FEUDAL CONDITIONS . 73 
personal and not divisible among sub-grantees. 
The other conditions were that he should com­
mence improving with in  three months ; that he 
should plant or help plant a long maypole an­
nually before the door of the principal manor, 
and grind his grain at the moulin banal or publ ic 
mil l ,  giving toll  at  eight pounds for each m£not ; 
that he should 
. 
not sell or hypothecate his land 
without consent, and that it should be subj ect  to 
the grantor's pre-emption in case of sale, as well 
as to the dues of al ienation, and subj ect to the 
use of timber for vessels and fortifications .  The 
grantee could not  work as blacksmi th, armorer, 
cu tler or brewer, without a special permit .  (This 
was evidently to prevent unau thorized dealing 
with the Indians in wed pons or ale . )  He was 
given full l iberty of trading and importing goods, 
but allowed to employ no clerks or agents who 
were not domicil iated at Detroit .  The sale of 
brandy to the Indians was p rohibited on pain of 
forfeitu re of the l iquor in  his possession and con­
fiscation of his land. On a sale of  a part of the 
land, the annual dues were p roportioned, except 
the ten l ivres for trading, which every individual 
was to pay in full  for the privilege. 
This grant did not requ ire the grantee (as 
was afterwards requ ired) to dwell upon his con­
cession .  It appears that for many years the 
settlers all dwelt within the gates of the town , or 
immediately without. 1 
1 La Foret's memoir, 9 N. Y. Doc., 867. 
74 MILLS. fCMAP. V.
When he returned from the east, or very soon
thereafter, La Motte brought two canoe-loads,' or
eight tons, of French wheat, and also a variety of
other grain for seed. Up to that time the only
orrain used was Indian corn, and the Hurons and
Ottawas, who were expert farmers, raised it in
great abundance, with beans, pumpkins and
squashes. He also brought machinery for a large
mill. Whether this was a wind or water-mill is
not stated. It has been assumed that it was a
wind-mill. This is probably an error. There was
formerly a water-mill on the Savoyard River,
which was within the domain and ran between
the town and the later fort, which was built on
the second terrace. Other water-mills existed
within short distances of the fort, and the wind-
mills which were quite numerous were too small
to serve the ends of a moulin banal. The only
reason for supposing this to have been a wind-
mill was ignorance of the fact that there were
streams used for water-mills. Those streams have
now disappeared, but this has happened within
living memory. It appears from the settlement of
La Motte's proprietary rights in 1722, that he had
been liberal in allowing trading licenses, for which
the charge was put uniformly at ten livres, when
the monopoly was really his own, and under the
I Two canoe-loads was the amount of goods originally allowed by
each cong6 or trading license, and the canoes used in the long traverses
were larger than the modern ones, being five and a half fathoms long by
one fathom wide. The upper lake bark canoes that visited Detroit
would sometimes contain twenty or thirty persons.
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74 M ILLS . [Ct-tAP. V .  
When he returned from the east, or very soon 
thereafter, La Motte brought two canoe-loads,:i: or  
eight tons, of French wheat, and also a variety of  
other grain for  seed. Up to that time the on ly 
grain used was Ind ian corn , and the H u rons and 
Ottawas, who were expert farmers, raised i t  in 
great abundance, with beans, pumpkins and 
squashes. H e  also brought machinery for a large 
mil l .  Whether this was a wind or water-mil l  is 
not stated. It has been assu med that it was a 
wind-mil l .  This  i s  probably an error. There was, 
formerly a water-mil l  on the Savoyard River, 
which was within the domain and ran between 
the town and the later fort, which was bui lt  on 
the second terrace. Other water-mil ls existed 
within short distances of the fort, and the wind­
mil ls which were qu ite numerous were too small 
to serve the ends of a moulin banal. The only 
reason for supposing this to have been a wind­
mil l  was ignorance of the fact that there were 
streams used for  water-mil ls .  Those streams have 
now disappeared, but this  has happened within 
l iving memory. It appears from the settlement of 
La Matte ' s  proprietary rights i n  1 7 2 2 , that he had 
been l iberal in allowing trading l icenses, for which 
the charge was put u niformly at ten l ivres, when 
the monopoly was really his own, and u nder the 
1 Two canoe-loads was the amount of goods originally allowed by 
each conge or trading license, and the canoes used in the long traverses 
were larger than the modern ones, being five and a half fathoms long by 
one fathom wide. The upper lake bark canoes that v isited Detroit 
would sometimes contain twenty or thirty persons. 
Chap. V.] REPORT OF D'AIGREMONT. ' 75
narrow policy introduced by one of his successors
was resumed, and all trading right taken away
from the people, except in their farm products/
There is abundant evidence that the settlement
prospered under Cadillac's liberal management.
M. de Clerambaut d'Aigremont, a deputy of the
Intendant, was ordered, in June, 1707, by the
King, to visit Detroit and report upon its man-
agement and advantages. Reference is made to
his report in a former part of this chapter. His
'commission states the mutual recriminations of
Cadillac and Vaudreuil and Raudot, the Governor
and Intendant." On the same day Vaudreuil re-
ceived strict orders not to interfere with Detroit.
D'Aigremont's instructions were apparently meant
to be somewhat confidential. It appears from them
incidentally that La Motte desired to obtain leave
from the King to procure some of the ladies of
the hospital at Montreal, who were willing to do
so, to come out and look after the sick, and aid
in teaching various industries; and the delegate
was instructed to help him in this. Whether he
did so does not appear. But D'Aigremont's re-
port, which was made in the interest of La Motte's
enemies, did not affect his credit, beyond raising
some question as to his desire for personal emol-
ument, in which, however, he does not appear to
have been specially noteworthy. With large
landed rights and continued public employment,
he left no such estate as justified such suspicions ;
I 3 Wisconsin Hist. Doc. 167. a 9 N. Y. Doc, 805.
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CHAP. V.]  REPORT OF D'AIGR EMONT. 75 
narrow policy introduced by one of his successors 
was resumed, and al l trading right taken away 
from the people, except in the i r  farm products. 1 
There is  abundant evidence that the settlement  
prospered u nder Cadil lac 's l iberal management. 
M. de Clerambaut d 'Aigremont, a deputy of the 
In tendant, was ordered, in June, r 707 ,  by the 
King, to vis it  Detroi t  and report upon i ts man­
agement and advantages .  Reference i s  made to 
his report i n  a former  part of this chapter. H is 
·commission states the mutual recriminations of 
Cadillac and Vaudreui l  and Raudot, the Governor 
and lntendant.2 On the same day Vaudreuil  re­
ceived strict orders not to interfere with Detroit . 
D' Aigremont's instructions were apparently meant 
to be somewhat confidential . It appears from them 
incidentally that La Motte desi red to obtain leave 
from the King to procure some of the ladies of 
the hospital at Montreal, who were wil l ing to do 
so, to come out and look afte r the sick, and aid 
in teaching variou s  industries ; and the delegate 
was instructed to help him in  this .  V!hether he 
did so does not appear. Bu t  D 'Aigremont's re­
port, which was made in  the interest of La Motte 's  
enemies, d id not affect his c redit, beyond raising 
some question as to his desire for personal emol ­
ument, in  which, however, he does not  appear to 
have been specially noteworthy. With large 
landed rights and continued public employment, 
he left no such estate as j ustified such suspicions ; 
1 3 Wisconsin Hist. Doc. 167 .  2 9 N. Y.  Doc. , 8o5. 
76 CADILLAC'S PLANS FOR THE INDIANS. [Chap. V.
and his measures, as far as they are recorded,
were liberal.
In 1 709, die fort and settlement were left en-
tirely to his care, and to be maintained at his own
expense, as to garrison as well as civil expenses.'
The project of La Motte Cadillac to enrol and
discipline Indians was not authorized. And his
short stay prevented the completion of his plans
to promote their civilization. The great proficiency
of some of these people in agriculture, and their
disposition to emulate the customs of their French
neighbors, give strong evidence against the heart-
less theories which have led to demoralizing and
destroying them. No man understood them better
than Cadillac, and the opposition to his views
came from motives which cannot be approved.
In 1 710, La Motte Cadillac left for Louisiana,
of which he was made Governor.^
1 9 N. Y. Doc, 827. 3 Wis. Col., 167.
2 9 N. Y. Doc, 857.
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76 CADI LLAC'S PLANS FO R T H E  I N DIANS. lCHAP. V, 
and his measures, as far as they are recorded, 
were l iberal .  
In  1 7 09, the fort and settlement were left en­
tirely to h is  care, and to be maintained at h is  own 
expense, as to garrison as well as civi l expenses . 1  
The proj ect of  La Motte Cadillac to enrol and 
discipl ine Indians  was not au thorized. And his 
short stay prevented the completion of his plans 
to promote their  civi l ization . The great proficiency 
of some of these people in agricu l tu re, and their  
disposition to emulate the customs of thei r  French · 
neighbors , give strong evidence against the heart­
less theories which have led to demoraliz ing and 
destroying them .  No man u nderstood them bette r 
than Cadillac, and the opposition to his views 
came from motives which cannot be approved. 
In 1 7 1 o, La Motte Cadillac left for Lou isiana, 
of which he was made Governor.2 
1 9 N .  Y .  D oc. , 827. 3 W i s. Col. , 1 67.  
2 9 N. Y. Doc . , 857.  
CHAPTER VI.
THE FRENCH RULE IN MICHIGAN.
It is readily seen that up to the settlement of
Detroit by La Motte Cadillac, there was nothing
out of which any political future could grow.
The posts, although important for military pur-
poses, had no other significance. Except Detroit,
no other establishment in Michigan was allowed
to form a nucleus of setdement. And during La
Motte's residence the hostile position of the Eng-
lish, who employed all possible means to stir up
the Indians against it, made its posidon uneasy
and dangerous. His great personal influence over
the savages prevented fatal mischief, and his small
beginnings were not without some degree of
success.
The Erench system was not designed or cal-
culated to build up self-governing communities,
and theoredcally, and in many cases practically,
there was absolutism. But the Royal prerogadves
were never delegated to the colonial authorises
except in a very qualified way, and although there
were great frauds and abuses, there was on the
whole a respect for law. The Erench colonists
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C H A P T E R  V I .  
TH E F RENCH R LE I K  M I C H I G A N .  
I T  i s  readily seen that u p  to the settlemen t  of 
Detroit by La Motte Cadillac, there was nothing 
ou t of which any pol i tical fu tu re could grow. 
The posts, although important for mil i tary pur­
poses, had no other sign ificance.  Except Detroit, 
no other establ ishment  in Michigan was allowed 
to form a nucleu s of settlement.  And during La 
Matte 's  residence the hosti le position of the Eng­
l ish, who employed all possible means to st ir up  
the I ndians against  i t, n1ade its posit ion uneas) 
and dangerous .  H is great personal in fluence ove r 
the savages prevented fatal mischief, and his small 
beginn ings were not withou t  some degree of 
success .  
The French system was not designed or cal ­
culated to bu ild up  self-governing commun ities, 
and theoretically, and in  many cases practically, 
there was absolu tism. But  the Royal prerogatives 
were never delegated to the colonial authori ties 
except in a very qual ified way and although there 
were great frauds and abuses, there was on the 
whole  a respect for law. The French colonists 
78 LEGAL FORMALITIES. [Chap. VT.
had a good reputation as not usually litigious ;
but they were tenacious of their legal rights as
far as they went. ' The forms of law were kept
up to an extent that would have appeared almost
ludicrous, but for the real service It rendered in
reminding all of the supremacy of justice over
great as well as small. The colonists were in no
sense abject or slavish. Very few people exhib-
ited higher spirit or more personal Independence.
In this they were in no way behind any of the
American settlers.
The powers of La Motte Cadillac, when left
invested with the control of Detroit, could not
have been less than those belonging to the high-
er feudal lordships of France. He asserted
plenary power of justice, uncontradicted, before
he was granted the selgneurle. But It was not
necessary to establish tribunals of any kind, so
long as the settlers were confined to the fort, and
necessarily subject to the commanding officer's
governance. There was usually in every post
which was proprietary, and not purely military,
that indispensable official in a French setdement,
a Public Notary. Every public as well as private
transaction was made in his presence as a solemn
witness and recorder. The French commanders
exploring new regions made public proclamation
with great ceremony, placed tablets or other
memorials on trees or other convenient places, and
caused a proces vei^bal to be drawn up and signed
by all persons of note who were present, and
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78 LEGAL FORMALITIES. [CHAP. Vt . 
had a good reputation as not usual ly l i tigious  ; 
but they were tenacious of thei r  legal rights as 
far as they went. • The forms of law were kept 
up  to an extent that would have appeared almost 
ludicrous, but for the real service i t  rendered in 
reminding al l of the supremacy of j ustice over 
great as wel l  as small . The colonists were in no 
sense abj ect or slavish. Very few people exhib­
ited higher spiri t  or more personal independence. 
In this they were in  no way behind any of the 
American settle rs. 
The powers of La Motte Cadillac, when left 
invested with the control of Detroit, cou ld  not 
have been less than those belonging to the high­
er feudal lordships of France. H e  asserted 
plenary power of j ustice, u ncon tradicted, before 
he was granted the se igneurie .  Bu t  i t  was not  
necessary to establish tribunal s  of any kind, so 
long as the settle rs were confined to the fort, and 
necessarily subj ect to the commanding officer 's 
governance. There was u sual ly in  every post  
which was proprietary, and not pu rely mil i tary, 
that indispensable official in a French settlement, 
a Publ ic Notary. Every public as well  as private 
transaction was made in his presence as a solemn 
witness and recorder. The French commanders 
exploring new regions made public p roclamation 
with great ceremony, placed tablets or  other 
memorials on trees or  other conve nient places, and 
caused a proces verbal to be drawn up and s igned 
.by all persons of note who were p resent, and 
Chap. VI.J PROCES VERBAUX. 79
attested by a notary. Where such an officer was
not at hand, his place was suppHed by competent
attesting witnesses. La Salle took with him on
his expedition his own notary from Fort Fron-
tenac, to secure the formality of his proclamations.
The French authorities expressed surprise as well
as resentment on discovering that the Iroquois
tore down and carried off their documents of pos-
session, which they had posted on trees in the
woods. When Celoron made his claims on the
Ohio, he buried metallic plates properly described
in his p7^oces verbaux, and they remained until
quite recently unearthed. These documents for
public purposes were very like a modern marine
protest, which is a narrative of the voyage and
incidents which have given occasion for preserving
a record of facts that may become important.
The absence of any evidence that Detroit had
such an officer in La Motte's time, shows that
affairs were rudimentary. His grants, which were
drawn with all the skill and formality which would
result from long use of the Parfait Notaire, bear
no signature but his own, and that of his secretary
Grandmesnil, by whom they were transmitted for
collation to the Royal Notary of Quebec. It is
questionable whether the fort and domain lands
were ever granted, except upon lease, until long
after.
In the absence of full evidence, we can only
conjecture what was the legal condition of affairs
after his departure. There can be no question
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CHAP. VI . J  
' .. PROCES VERBA UX.  79 
attested by a notary. Where such an officer was 
not at hand, his place was supplied by competent 
attesting witnesses. La Sall e  took with him on 
his expedition his own notary from Fort Fron ­
tenac, to secu re the formal i ty of his proclamations. 
The French authorities expressed su rprise as well 
as resentment on discovering that the I roquois 
tore down and carried off their documents of pos­
session, which they had posted on trees in the 
woods. \i\Then Celoron made his claims on the 
Ohio, he buried metall ic plates properly described 
in  his proces verbaux, and they remained unti l  
qu ite · recently unearthed .  These documents for 
publ ic pu rposes were very l ike  a modern marine 
protest, which is a narrative of the voyage and 
incidents which have given occasion for prese rving 
a record of facts that may become important. 
The absence of any evidence that Detroit had 
such an officer in La Motte 's time, shows that 
affairs were rudimentary. H is grants ,  which were 
drawn with all the ski l l  and formal i ty which would 
resul t  from long use . of the Paifaz"t Nota-i're, bear 
no signatu re bu t his own, and that of his secretar) 
Grandmesnil ,  by whom they were transmitted for  
collation to the Royal N otary of  Quebec. It is 
questionable whether  the fort and domain lands 
were ever granted, except u pon lease, u nti l long 
after. 
In the absence of ful l  evidence, we can only 
conj ectu re what was the legal condition of . affai rs 
after his departu re. There can be no question 
80 CADILLAC'S ESTATE. [Chap. VI.
but that he retained important proprietary^ rights
until May 19th, 1722, when his feudal rights were
surrendered or modified ; as the King Immediately
thereafter authorized lands to be granted by the
Governor General and Intendant. The estate
which he intended for his own use was reserved,
whatever it may have been, and his rights admitted
by the Crown. None of his privileges seem to
have been given up except the exclusive right of
trade, which was annexed to the office of the
Commandant, who received it as an equivalent for
his expense In maintaining the post' Letters from
Detroit, after his departure, Indicate that he had
probably farmed out his rights to some one,
supposed to be the younger De Tonty. After his
death his family sold his Detroit estates to one
Bernard Malchen, who never paid but half the
purchase price. His grand-daughter and heiress,
Madame Gregoire, who obtained from Massachu-
setts, in 1782, the remnant of his barony of
Bouaquat and Mont Desert, was foiled In her
attempts to recover the property In Detroit.
Whether it was ever secured by Malchen or his
grantees is not known. That title was probably
not produced before the land Commissioners, as
no grants from Cadillac were established except
those made by him personally.
Upon La Motte's departure, De la Foret was
appointed his successor. This gentleman was a
I Royal Letter to Vaudreuil and Bigot, of June i8, 1722. — 3 IVis. Hisi,
Col., 167.
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80 CADILLAC'S ESTATE. [CHAP. V I .  
but that he retained important proprietary rights 
until May I 9th, I 7 2  2, when his feudal rights were 
su rrendered or modified ; as the King immediately 
thereafter authorized lands to be granted by the 
Governor General and I n tendant.  The estate 
which he intended for his own use was reserved, 
whatever it may have been, and his rights admitted 
by the Crown. None of his privileges seem to 
have been given up except the exclusive right of 
trade, which was annexed to the office of the 
Commandant, who received it as an equivalent  for 
his expense in  maintaining the post. 1 Letters from 
Detroit, after h is departure, indicate that he had 
probably farmed out his rights to some one,  
supposed to be  the younger De Tonty. After his 
death his family sold his Detroit estates to one 
Bernard Maichen, who never paid but half the 
pu rchase price. H is grand-daughter and heiress, 
Madame Gregoi re, who obtained from Massachu­
setts, in  I 7 8 2 ,  the remnant of his barony of 
Bouaquat and Mont  Desert, was foi led in  her 
attempts to recover the property m Detroit. 
Whether it was ever secu red by Mai chen or his 
grantees is not known. That titl e  was probably 
not produced before the land Commissioners, as 
no grants from Cadillac were establ ished except 
those made by him personally. 
Upon La Matte ' s  departure, De la Foret was 
appointed his successor. This gentleman was a 
1 Royal Letter to Vaudreuil and Bigot, of June 1 8, 1 722.-3 Wis. Hist. 
Col. , r67 .  
Chap. VI.] SIEGE OF DETROIT. 81
man of note, having been La Salle's lieutenant
and deputy at Fort Frontenac, and afterwards,
and at this time, interested with the Chevalier
Henry de Tonty in the proprietorship of Fort St.
Louis, where Sieur Desliettes or De Liette was
stationed. La Foret was detained by private affairs
in Quebec until some time in 171 2. The Sieur
Dubuisson was ordered to take temporary com-
mand, and arrived in 1710. He had a very small
force, there being but thirty Frenchmen in the
fort. In May, 171 2, at the instigation of the
Indians in the English interest, a desperate attempt
was made to destroy the fort. Two villages of
Mascoutins and Outagamies had been established
and fortified within pistol-shot of the French fort.
These people determined to annihilate the post,
and two large bands arrived in the early spring
to help them. Dubuisson had timely warning,
and took measures to send word to the western
nations, and to draw within the fort his grain and
supplies, which were stored outside in a store-
house near the church. He then destroyed these
buildings and several houses which would have
endangered the fort if set on tire. He dissembled
with the enemy, knowing that if he was supposed
to have suspected their plans he would be attack-
ed at once. He accordingly gave them to under-
stand he expected an assault from the Miamis,
and was repairing his defences. The savages were
very insolent, and committed depredations on the
property of the French outside of the fort, which
6
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CHAP. VI.]  SIEGE OF DET ROIT . 8 1  
man of  note, having been La Sal le 's  l ieu tenant 
and deputy at Fort Frontenac, and afterwards, 
and at this time, in terested with the Cheval ier 
H enry de Ton ty in  the proprietorship of Fort St. 
Lou is, where Sieur Desl ie ttes or De Liette was 
stationed. La Foret was detained by private affairs 
in  Quebec un ti l  some time i n  I 7 I 2 .  The Sieu r 
Dubu isson was ordered to take temporary com­
mand, and arrived in I 7 I o . H e  had a very small 
force, there being but thirty Frenchmen in  the 
fort. In May, 1 7 I 2, at the instigation of the 
I ndians in the Engl ish i nterest, a desperate attempt 
was made to destroy the fort. Two vil lages of 
Mascoutins and Outagamies had been established 
and fortified within  pistol-shot of the French fort. 
These people determined to annihilate the post, 
and two large bands arrived in  the early spring 
to help them.  Dubuisson had timely warning, 
and took measures to send word to the western 
nations,  and to draw within the fort his grain and 
supplies, which were stored outside in  a store­
house near the chu rch. H e  then  destroyed these 
buildings and several houses which wou ld have 
endangered the fort if set  on fire. H e  dissembled 
with the enemy, knowing that if  he was supposed 
to have suspected thei r  plans he wou ld be attack­
ed at once. H e  accordingly gave them to u nder­
stand he expected an assaul t  from the Miamis, 
and was repai ring his defences. The savages were 
very insolent, and committed depredations on the 
property of the French outside of the fort, which 
6 
82 ARRIVAL OF ALLIES. [Chap. VL
he did not venture to resent. It was necessary
to sow grain and pasture the cattle, and it was an
object to postpone the difficulty. On the 13th of
May, M. De Vincennes arrived with seven or
eight Frenchmen, but no news of the Indian allies.
Suddenly a Huron came into the fort (to their
surprise, as the Huron village had been deserted
by all but seven or eight men) and informed the
French that the Potawatamie war chief and three
others were in the Huron fort and desired to
counsel with them. Vincennes went over to meet
them, and was told that six hundred men would
soon arrive to help the garrison. The commander,
desirous of sparing life if possible, wished to con-
tent himself when his friends should come with
driving away his troublesome neighbors. But the
Hurons would listen to nothing but a war of ex-
termination. Dubuisson at once closed the fort
and prepared for the expected attack, and the
chaplain performed religious services, and got
ready to aid the wounded. At this time Dubuis-
son was informed that many people were in sight.
He says : " I immediately ascended a bastion,
and casting my eyes towards the woods, I saw
the army of the nations of the south issuing from
it. They were the Illinois, the Missouris, the
Osages, and other nations yet more remote.
There were also with them the Ottawa Chief
Saguina, and also the Potawatamies, the Sacs,
and some Menominies. Detroit never saw such
a collection of people. It is surprising how much
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82 A R R I VA L  O F  ALLI ES. lCHAP. V I .  
he did not v e n tu re to rese n t. It  was n ecessary 
to sow grai n a n d  pastu re the cattle,  and it was an 
obj ect to  postp o n e  the d ifficulty .  On the r 3 th o f  
l\/Iay, M .  De Vincennes  a r rived w i th s e v e n  o r  
e ight F re n ch m e n ,  bu t n o  n ews of the I ndian all ies . 
Suddenly a H u ron came i nto the fort ( to the i r  
su rp rise ,  as the H u ro n  v i llage had b e e n  deserted 
by all but  seven or eight men)  and i n fo rm e d  the 
Fre n ch that the Potawatamie war chief  and three 
o th e rs were i n  the H u ro n  fort and desired to 
cou n sel with the m .  V i n ce n n es went  ove r  to m eet  
the m,  and was tol d  that s ix h u n d red m e n  would 
soo n arrive to help the garri so n .  The commander� 
desi rous of  sparing l i fe i f  poss ible,  w ished to c o n­
te nt  h imself  when h i s  frien ds should come with 
dri v i ng away h i s  troubleso m e  neighbors .  B u t  the 
H u ro n s  wou l d  l iste n  to noth ing bu t a war of ex­
te rmi nation . D u bu isson at  o n ce closed the fort 
and p repared for the expected attack, and the 
chaplain pe rform ed rel igious s e rv ices,  and got 
ready to aid the wou n ded.  At this  time D u bu is­
son was i n fo rm ed that many people w e re in sight.  
He says : " I  immediately asc e n ded a bastion ,  
a n d  casting m y  eyes  towards the woods, I saw 
the a rmy of the nati ons  of the south issu i ng from 
i t .  They we re the I l l in o is,  the M issou ris,  the 
Osages, and othe r nations yet m ore remote .  
There we re a l s o  w i th them t h e  Ottawa Chief  
Sagu ina,  and also the Potawatami es, the Sacs, 
and som e  M e nom i n ie s .  D etro i t  n e v e r  a w  s u c h  
a col l e ction o f  people .  I t  i s  s u rp ris ing h o w  m u ch 
Chap. VI. I THE ENEMY DECAMP.
83
all these nations are irritated against the Mascou-
tins and the Outagamies. The army marched in
good order, with as many flags as there were
different nations, and it proceeded directly to the
fort of the Hurons."'
The Hurons said they should not encamp, but
enter the fort and fight for the French. The
war began at once. The enemy were besieged
nineteen days, by a large force of the allies, and
the French fort at the same time was in great
danorer from the burnincr missiles which came in
hundreds and fired the thatched roofs. These
were torn off as fast as possible, and replaced
with bear and deer skins, and two large pirogues
were filled with water, and swabs fixed on long-
poles to put out any fire as it started. There
were times when the hidians within the French
fort became discouraged, but the brave comman-
der cheered them up. The besieged enemy was
cut off from water and food, and lost many killed.
The savage besiegers would not allow them to
capitulate. At midnight of a dark rainy night
they decamped and escaped to Windmill Point, at
the entrance of Lake St. Clair, eight miles dis-
tant, and threw up entrenchments. In the morn-
ing their escape was discovered, and the allies
went in Dursuit. In their eagerness tlie assailants
J. o
did not perceive the defences, and at first lost
many men. They were compelled to fortify, and
begin a new siege. The besiegers were supplied
I Dubuisson's Narrative, p. 9.
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CH AP. V l . J  T H E  ENEMY D ECA M P .  3 
al l these nation s  a re i rri tated agai n s t  the Mascou ­
ti n s  and the Ou tagami e s .  Th army march cl in  
good o rd e r, with as many flag as the re " e re 
diffe re n t  nati o n s  and i t  p roceeded di rectl) to th 
fort of the H u rons. ' ' 1  
The H u ro n s  said they hou l d  not  encamp, but 
e n te r  the fo rt and fight fo r  the F re nch . The 
war began at once .  The e nemy we re besie;ed 
n i neteen days, by a large fo rce o f  the al l ies ,  and 
the French fo rt at  the same time wa in g reat 
dange r from the bu rn ing miss i les  which came in 
h u n d reds and fi red the thatched roofs .  These 
were torn off as fast as possible ,  and replaced 
w i th bear and d e e r  s k i n s , and two la rge piroguc 
were fil led w i th wate r, and swab fixed o n  long 
pol es  to  pu t ou t a n )  fi r  as i t  tarted .  The re 
were t imes when the I ndian with i n  the F re n ch 
for t  became d iscou raged,  bu t the b rave com m a n ­
d e r  che e red them u p .  The besieged e n e m y  w a  · 
cu t off from wate r a n d  food, and lost  many k i l l  l .  
The savage besi egers wou ld n o t  allow them to 
cap i tu late.  At m idn ight of a dark rainy ni h t  
they decamped and escaped to \V i ndmi l l  Poi n t, a t  
the e nt rance of  Lake t .  Clai r, e ight mi les  d i:­
tan t  and threw u p  en t re n chmen ts.  I n  the m r n ­
i ng the i r  escape was d i ,  co e red,  and the all i  . �  
. . 
wen t i n  pu rsu i t .  I n  the i r  eage rne s the assailant 
did not p e rceive the defe n  e : ,  and at fi rst  lost  
many men.  They were compel le  to forti fy a n d  
begin a new siege . The besi ege r. w re uppl ie  l 
1 D ubuis on' · Narrative, p. 9 .  
84 GREAT SLAUGHTER. [Chap. VI.
abundantly with provisions, and had two cannon.
After four days the besieged surrendered, and all
but the women and children were slain. The
loss of the French and allies was sixty Indians
killed and wounded, and six or seven French
wounded. The enemy lost a thousand.
The results were very beneficial to Detroit.
The Commander received great credit, as did
also Vincennes, who thereby escaped from the
consequences of some previous disobedience of
orders.
De la Foret arrived soon after the siege, and
remained till 171 7, when he was succeeded by
the younger Tonty, who was also an able officer
but avaricious and unscrupulous in trade matters,
having been implicated in the frauds of 1703 and
1 704, and brought into disgrace with the King.'
De la Foret, in 1714, wrote a memorial upon
the subject of maintaining the fort, in which he
urged its importance as necessary for the defence
of the country and the supply of provisions. He
nevertheless desired to have the settlement
stopped, and the whole converted into a military
trading post, giving the commander an exclusive
monopoly, and stopping the sale of trading licen-
ses to the settlers, as originated by La Motte,
which he there asserts is in conflict with the
commandant's rights. In this view he insists the
settlers must leave the fort, and represents that
I 9 N. Y. Doc, 808.
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84 GREAT SLAUGHTER. [CHAP. VI . 
abundantly with provisions, and had two cannon. 
After fou r days the besieged surrendered. and al l  
but the women and chi ldren were slain .  The 
loss of the French and all ies was sixty I ndians 
kil led and wou nded, and s ix or seven French 
wounded. The enemy lost a thousand. 
The resul ts were very beneficial to Detroit. 
The Commander received great credit, as did 
also Vincennes, who thereby escaped from the 
consequences of some previous disobedience of 
orders.  
De la Foret arrived soon after the siege, and 
remained ti l l  1 7 1 7 ,  when he was succeeded by 
the younger Tonty, who was also an able officer 
bu t avaric ious and u nscrupulous in  trade matters ,  
having been implicated in  the frauds of 1 703 and 
1 704, and brought  in to disgrace with the King. 1 
De la Foret, i n  1 7 1 4, wrote a memorial u pon 
the subj ect  of  main tain ing the fort, in  which he 
u rged i ts importance as necessary for the defence 
of the country and the supply of provisions .  He 
nevertheless desired to have the settlement 
stopped, and the whole converted into a mil i tary 
trading post, giving the commander an exclu sive 
monopoly, and stopping the sale of trading l icen­
ses to the settlers ,  as originated by La Motte, 
which he there asserts is in conflict with the 
commandant 's rights. In this v iew he ins ists the 
settlers must  leave the fort ,  and represents that 
t 9 N .  Y. Doc. , 808. 
Chap. VI.] CONDITION OF DETROIT. 85
they cannot improve their lands by reason of
exposure to the savages/ He, however, submits
this to His Majesty's pleasure. In any event he
desires to maintain a small' garrison of troops.
In 1 71 6, Vaudreuil made an effort to restore
the brandy trade among the Indians, applying to
the Regent Duke of Orleans, and representing
that it could be done in such a way as to prevent
excesses. In the same letter he urges a renewal
of the sale of licenses for roving traders among
the Indians, which had been so troublesome before.^
Whether from respect to La Motte's rights,
or for some other cause, no change seems to
have been made in the management of affairs at
Detroit. While there are no records of land
sales, it is apparent the inhabitants were increas-
ing ; and they probably held by some tenancy
less than freehold, or were allowed to possess
vacant lands by the Commandant.
The memoir of 1718 on Indian affairs contains
a very complete and graphic description of the
whole Lake Region, and devotes considerable
space to the Indian villages about the fort at
Detroit, and their customs and industries. The
Potawatamies, Hurons and Ottawas are represented
as raising abundant crops of corn, beans, peas,
squashes and melons, and some wheat. The
Hurons are remarked as more sedate than the
rest, and as the bravest and most intelligent of
I 9 N. Y. Doc, 868. a 9 N. Y. Doc, 870.
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CHAP. VI.] CONDITION OF D ETROIT. 8 5  
they cannot improve their lands by reason of  
exposure to  the  savages. 1 H e, however, submits 
this to H is Majesty 's  pleasure . I n  any event he 
desires to maintain a smair garrison of troops. 
In I 7 I 6, Vaudreu il  made an effort to restore 
the brandy trade among the Indians, applying to 
the Regent Duke of Orleans, and representing 
that it cou ld be done in  su ch a way as to prevent 
excesses. In the same letter he u rges a renewal 
of the sale of l icenses for roving traders among 
the Indians, which had been so troublesome before.2 
Whether from respect to La Motte 's rights, 
or for some other cause,  no change seems to 
have been made in the management  of affai rs at 
Detroit. Whi le  there are no records of land 
sales, it is apparent the inhabitants were increas­
ing ; and they probably held by some tenancy 
less than freehold, or were allowed to possess 
vacant lands by the Commandant. 
The memoir of I 7 I 8 on I ndian affairs contains 
a very com plete and graphic description of the 
whole Lake Region, and devotes considerable 
space to the Indian vil lages about the fort at 
Detroit, and the ir  cus toms and industries. The 
Potawatamies, H u rons and Ottawas are represented 
as rais ing abundant crops of corn, beans peas, 
squashes and melons, and some wheat. The 
H u rons are remarked as more sedate than the 
rest, and as the bravest and most intel ligent  f 
1 9 N. Y. Doc. , 868. � 9 N. Y. Doc.,  870. 
86 CHARLEVOIX AT DETROIT. [Chap. VI.
all the nations. The timber trees and natural
fruits and nuts of the Detroit region are spoken
of in glowing terms. No reference is made to
the French.
During this period the post at Mackinaw
assumed great importance, but it had no settled
population except in connection with the fur trade.
In 1 721, Charlevoix visited Detroit, and re-
mained several days. He speaks in high terms
of Tonty, who was then in command, and of the
character of the land and its products. During
his visit a council was held with the Indians to
suppress the liquor traffic, and to prepare to
fight the Outagamies, who had not lost their old
hostility. He refers to the attempts which had
been made to depreciate the importance of the
post and shows the falsehood of the statements
concerning the lands. Incidentally it would appear
that there was considerable cultivated land, as
he speaks of the same land bearing wheat for
many years without manuring, as evidence of the
fertility of the soil, and the wheat culture was
mostly in the hands of the French. He refers to
the Hurons as raising provisions for sale in large
quantities, and as sharp traders.
It appears from Dubuisson's report of the
siege, that there were cattle enough to be of im-
portance to the settlement, in 171 2.
In 1720, the English proposed to send horses
to Niagara for transportation, and to make a
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86 CHA R LEVOIX A T  DETROIT . [CHAP. V I .  
all  the nat ions .  The timber trees and natural 
fruits and n u ts of the Detroit  regi o n  are spoken 
of in glowing te rms .  No reference is  made to 
the French .  
D u r in  th is  p e riod the  post  at M ackinaw 
assu med grea t importan ce,  bu t it had no settled 
population except i n  conn ection w i th the fu r t rade .  
I n  I 7 2 I ,  C harl evoix v is i ted Detroit, a n d  re­
mained seve ral day s .  H e  speaks in h igh terms 
o f  Ton ty, who was the n  in  command,  and of the 
cha racte r of  the land and i ts p rodu cts.  D u ri ng 
his  visit  a cou n c i l  was held with the I ndians  to 
u ppress the l iquo r  traffic, and to p repare to 
fight the O u tagamies, who had n ot lost  the i r  old 
hosti l i ty.  H e  re fe rs to the attempts which had 
been made to depreciate the importance o f  the 
post, an d shows the falsehood of the s tate m e n ts 
concernmg the lands .  I nc idental ly i t  wou l d  appear 
that there was considerable c u l tivated land,  as 
h speaks of  the same land bearing w heat for 
many years withou t manu ri ng, as evidence o f  the 
fe rti l i ty of the soi l ,  and the wheat c u l tu re was 
m ostly in the hands of  the F re n ch .  H e  refers to 
the H u ro n s  as rais ing p rovis io n s  fo r sale i n  large 
quan t i ties ,  and as sharp trad e rs .  
I t  appears fr o m  Du buisson '  s rep o rt of  the 
siege, that the re w e re cattle enough to be of im­
portance to the settlement, in I 7 I 2 .  
I n  I 7 20, the E ngl ish p roposed to send h o rses 
t N iaaara for t ransportation,  and to make a 
Chap. VI.] LAND CONCESSIONS. 87
settlement there/ Pack-horses are not often re-
ferred to by travellers as early as this, and there
is little information about them. In 1719, there
were in all Canada 4,024 horses and 18,241
horned cattle. In 1720, there were 5,270 horses,
and 24,866 horned cattle. Mrs. Grant, of Laes'an,
says that in 1761 there were no horses and onh'
one cow at Oswego.^
In 1722, the rights of La Motte Cadillac hav-
ing been adjusted, the traffic was ordered to be
granted to the Commandant during his tenure of
command and no longer, and he was to claim no
title to the land at the post, and grant no con-
cessions.3 The Governor and Intendant were to
grant these concessions in the name of His
Majesty, with no trade privileges beyond the dis-
posal of farm products. The grants were not to
exceed four arpents wide by forty deep, and to
be made in consecutive order. The Commandant
was required to obtain building concessions as
well as other persons, and to get no other trade
rights beyond his continuance in command. But
he was to have the use without title of ground
for garden and stables.
No attention was paid to this decree by
Vaudreuil, or his successor, the first Longueuil.
And in 1726, Tonty made an exclusive grant of
the right of traffic to four associates. La Marque,
I 9 N. Y. Doc, 1037. 2 Memoirs ot an American Lady.
3 Royal decree. 3 Wis. H. Doc, 167, 168.
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CHU. V I .] LAND CONC ESSION . 8 7  
settlement there. 1 Pack-horses are not often re­
ferred to by travell e rs as early as th is , and there 
is " l i ttle information about them.  I n  l 7 l 9 ,  there 
were i n  all Canada 4,02 4  horses and l 8 , 2 4 1  
horned cattle .  I n  l 7 20, the re were 5 , 2 70 horses ,  
and 2 4,8 66 horned cattl e .  Mrs .  Grant of Laggan ,  
says that i n  l 7 6 1  there were no horses and on ly  
one  cow at  Oswego.2 
In l 7 2 2 , the rights of La Motte Cadil lac hav­
ing been adj usted, the traffic was ordered to be 
granted to the Commandant du ring his tenu re of 
command and no longer, and he was t,o cla im no 
tit le to the land at the post, and grant no con­
cessions .3  The Governor and Intendant  were to 
grant these concessions in  the name of H is 
Majesty, with no trade p rivil eges beyond the dis­
posal of farm products. The grants were not to 
exceed four arpents wide by forty deep, and to 
be made i n  consecutive order. The Commandant 
was requ ired to obtain bui ld ing concess ions a ·  
well as o ther pe rsons ,  and to get no other trade 
rights beyond his continuance in command. Bu t  
he  was to  have the u se  withou t  t itl e of grou nd 
for garden and s tables .  
No attention was paid to this decree by 
Vaudreui l ,  o r  h is  successor, the fi r  t Longueu i l .  
And in l 7 2 6, Tonty made an exclusive grant of 
the right of traffic to fou r a ociate , La Mar u , 
1 9 N. Y. Doc. , 1037 .  2 M emoirs of a n  Ameri can Lady. 
3 Roy al decree. 3 Wi . H. D oc. , 1 67, 1 68. 
88 BEAUHARNOIS AND HOCQUART. [Chap. Vl.
Chiery, Nolan and Gatineau, who at once enforced
their claims without mercy. The inhabitants sent
a vigorous remonstrance against it to the Intend-
ant, signed by the ancestors of several of the
present French families of Detroit, Chesne,
Campau, De Marsac, Bineau, Reaume, Picard,
Roubidou, La Devoute and De Gaudefroy, and
with the marks of others. The company wrote to
the Intendant, urging that the people ought to
devote their time to farming and not to trading ;
but as the Governor and Intendant had granted
no lands, this was not ingenious. Tonty wrote
a very insolent letter calling them gens sans
aveu, or vagrants, and making some excuses
which were evasive and sophistical, but mainly
resting on his rights to do as he pleased.'
What action was taken does not appear ; but
in that same year the Marquis of Beauharnois
became Governor, and in 1728 Hocquart was made
Intendant, and a new era soon opened on the
colony. They were sensible and patriotic, and
understood the value of people, while they were
not tainted with the fraud and greed of some
of their predecessors. Tonty was relieved,
and command given Boishebert, who seems, while
at Detroit and after he left, to have been a true
friend to the inhabitants. In 1728, at some
unknown prompting, the King suggested farming
out the post at Detroit, but the views of Beau-
harnois prevailed and it was not done.""
I 3 Wis. His. Doc, 169 to 178. « 9 N. Y. Doc, 1004.
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SS  BEAUHARNOIS AN D HOCQUART. [CHAP. Vt .  
Chiery, Nolan and Gatineau , who at once enforced 
thei r  claims without mercy. The inhabitants sent 
a v igorous remonstrance against i t  to the I ntend­
ant, signed by the ancestors of several of the 
present French famil ies of Detroit, Chesne, 
Campau , De Marsac, B ineau , Reaume, Picard, 
Roubidou , La Devoute and De Gaudefroy, and 
with the marks of others. The company wrote to 
the In tendant, u rging that the people ought to 
devote the ir  time to farm ing and not to trading ; 
but as the Governor  and Intendant had granted 
no lands, this was not ingenious .  Tonty wrote 
a very insolent l e tter cal l ing them gens sans 
aveu, or vagrants, and making some excuses 
which were evasive and sophistical , but mainly 
resting on his rights to do as he pleased. 1 
What action was taken does not appear ; but  
in  that same year the Marquis  of  Beauharnois 
became Governor, and in I 7 28 H ocquart was made 
In tendant, and a n ew era soon opeD.ed on the 
colony. They were sensible and patriotic, and 
u nderstood the value  of people, while they were 
not tainted with the fraud and greed of some 
of the i r  predecessors .  Tonty was rel ieved , 
and command given Boishebert, who seems, while 
at Detroit and after he left, to have been a true 
friend to the inhabitants. In  I 7 28, at some 
unknown prompti ng, the King suggested farming 
out the post at Detroit, but the views of f3eau­
harnois prevailed and i t  was not  done.2 
1 3 W is. His. Doc. , 1 69 to  1 78. 2 9 N. Y. Doc. , 1004. 
Chap. VI.] VIEWS OF BEAUHARNOIS. 89
It is not entirely certain whether the earliest
grant of lands by Beauharnois and Hocquart was
in 1730 or 1734. In 1732, Beauharnois, who had
failed in his efforts to have two vessels placed on
Lake Erie,' wrote thus concerning Detroit, to
Count Maurepas :
" Sieur de Boishebert's occupations regarding
the proceedings of the Hurons and Iroquois
against the Foxes, will not have permitted him,
I believe, sending you the draughts he was to
make of Lakes Ste. Claire and Huron. I have not
failed to recommend to that officer, as I had done
to his predecessors, to give all their attention to
the establishment of Detroit, and to the general
welfare of that post. But although they do not
appear to me to be wanting in attention in these
two particulars, it is impossible for that establish-
ment to become considerable, so long as a suffi-
cient number of troops are not sent thither, to
whom lands would be granted for the purpose of
improvement, by which course farmers would
eventually be introduced. If, on the other hand,
it be His Majesty's intention to send thither a
hundred faussonniers^ with their families, to whom
some advances would be made in the first in-
stance, this post would become considerable in a
short time, and by its strength keep all the na-
tions of the Upper Country in check. But as
these projects can not be executed until approved
by His Majesty, I shall continue to recommend
» 9 N. Y. Doc, 1014. 2 Faux-saulniers, or salt-smugglers.
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CHAP. VI.]  VIEWS OF BEAUHARNOtS . 89 
I t  i s  not enti rely certain whether the earl iest 
grant of lands by Beauharnois and H ocquart was 
in 1 7 30 or 1 7 34· In  1 7 3 2 ,  Beauharnois, who had 
failed i n  his efforts to have two vessels placed on 
Lake Erie ,  1 wrote thus concerning Detroi t, to 
Count Maurepas : 
" Sieur  de Boishebert's occupations regarding 
the proceedings of  the H u rons and I roqu ois 
against the Foxes, wi l l  not have permitted him, 
I bel ieve, sending you the draughts he was to 
make of Lakes Ste. C laire and H u ron. I have not 
failed to recommend to that officer, as I had done 
to his p redecessors, to give all their  attention to 
the establishment of Detro it, and to the general 
welfare of that post. But  although they . do not 
appear to me to be wanting in attention in these 
two particu lars, it is impossible  for that establ ish­
ment to become considerable, so long as a suffi­
cient number of troops are not sent thi ther, to 
whom lands would be granted for the purpose of 
improvement, by which course farmers would 
eventual ly be in troduced. I f, on the other hand, 
i t  be H is M ajesty' s  in tention to send thi ther a 
hu ndred faussonniers2 with their famil ies, to whom 
some advances would be made in the fi rst  in­
stance, thi s  post would become considerable in a 
short t ime, and by i ts strength keep all the na­
tions of the Upper Country in check. But  as 
these proj ects can not be executed u ntil approved 
by H is Majesty, I shall continue to recommend 
1 9 N. Y. Doc. , 1 0 14. � Faux-saulniers, or salt-smugglers. 
90 CAMPAU'S MILL. [Chap. VL
the officers in command of that post to induce as
much as possible the setders to cultivate the soil,
and to maintain good order there. This, my
Lord, is all that their diligence can accomplish.'"
This would indicate that no new grants had
then been made. And in October, 1734, he
wrote that there were but 750 soldiers in the
entire colony."
While Boishebert was in command, he author-
ized a water mill to be built by Charles Campau,
on a stream which has now disappeared, but which
was known in 1742 as Campau's Mill River, in
later days as Cabacier's Creek, and lastly as
May's Creek, from the adjoining residence of
Judge May. The mill stood nearly where the
Michigan Central Railroad crosses Fort street, in
the city of Detroit, and the stream was in the
basin now occupied by the railroad. In 1753,
Cabacier complained that his land was overflowed,
but it was made to appear that the mill antedated
his concession nearly twenty years, and the
Governor General confirmed Campau's rights. ^
It is mendoned in the petition of the inhabitants
as the only mill convenient to the fort, and^ as
running most of the year. From this it would
seem that the moiilin banal had ceased to exist,
or was distant from the settlement at the fort.^
In 1734, concessions were made to several
1 9 N. Y. Doc, 1036. 3 I Am. St. P., 253.
2 9 N. Y. Doc, 1040. 4 I Am. St. P., 251.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
22
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
90 [CHAP. V I .  
the  office rs i n  command o f  that post  to  i n du ce as  
m u ch as  possible the  settl e rs ·  to  cul tivate the  soi l ,  
and to main tain good o rde r the re .  Thi s ,  my 
Lo rd , i al l  that the i r  d i l ige nce can accompl ish . " 1  
Thi s  w o u l d  i n d i cate that no n e w  grants had 
the n  been made .  And i n  Octobe r, r 7 34, he 
w rote that the re \Ve re but  7 50 sold i e rs in  the 
e n ti re colony.2 
\i\T hi le  B o i shebe rt was m command,  he auth o r­
ized a wate r m i l l  to be bu i l t  by Charl e s  Campau , 
o n  a stream which has now disappeared,  bu t w h i ch 
was k now n in  r 7 4 2  as Campau 's  M il l  R i v e r, m 
l ate r days as Cabaci e r ' s  C reek,  and lastly as 
May' s C reek , from the adj o i n ing reside n ce of 
J u dge M ay.  The m il l  stood nearly w h e re the 
M ich igan C e n tral Rai l road .c rosses Fo rt street, i n  
the c i ty o f  Detro i t, a n d  the stream was i n  the 
bas i n  now occupied by the rai l road. I n  r 7 5 3 , 
Cabaci e r  compla in e d  that h i s  land was ove rflowed,  
bu t i t  was made to appear that  the mi l l  antedated 
his concession n early  tw enty years, and th e 
Govern o r  G e n e ral confi rmed Cam pau 's rights. 3 
I t  i s  m e n ti o n e d  in  the peti t ion of the i n habitants 
as the o n ly m i l l  conveni e n t  to the fo rt, and , as 
ru n n i ng most of the year.  From thi s  it  woul d  
s e e m  that the mouJin banal had ceased t o  exist, 
or was d i stan t  from the settl e m e n t  at the fo rt.4  
I n  r 7 34  con cessi ons were made to seve ral 
1 9 N. Y. Doc. , 1 036. 
2 9 N.  Y. Doc. , 1 040. 
3 I Am. St. P. , 253.  
4 I Am. St.  P . ,  25 I .  
Chap. VI.J TENURES IN ROTURE. 91
Inhabitants, of tracts of various widths from two
to four arpents, and forty arpents deep. These
were made by the Governor and Intendant, under
the decree of 1722 before referred to. Similar
grants were made at intervals until after 1750.
These concessions were upon conditions, (i) of
suit to the iiio2ilin banal when established, (2)
settlement and habitation [y tenir' fen et lien)
within a year ; (3) keeping up fences, and cultiva-
tion, and allowance of roads ; (4) annual dues of
I sol per arpent front, and 20 sols for each 20
arpents of surface, and one busheP of wheat for
the four arpents front. These dues were payable
at Martinmas, (nth November,) the money dues
being receivable in peltries till currency should be
established. (5) Customary lods et ventes accord-
ing to the eouhtme de Paris, and other feudal
rights ; (6) rights reserved In mines, minerals, and
timber for public purposes ; (7). procuring immediate
survey, and Royal patent within two years. All
these on pain of forfeiture.^
It appears that at this time Hugues Pean was
in command, and active In procuring these prl-
1 Although the word minot used in these conveyances is said by Dr.
O'Callaghan to be a larger measure, yet, like other standards of measure
and value, it was not uniform. At Detroit, among the French inhabitants,
the word minot always meant a bushel, and the word pinte a quart, and
chopine a pint. The writers have used these words in many ways. Mr.
Weld says the minot was to the Winchester bushel as loo to 108.765. —
WehVs Travels, 216.
2 All these grants were afterwards classed as " Terres e/i Roturey
Ferriere says these were not feudal tenures, and were subject to only two
principal burdens, viz : the annual cens or dues, and the lods et ventes or
fines of alienation due to the seigneur censier by the purchaser on sale or
exchange. — Ferfiere^s Law Die, " Rotiire^
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CHAP. VI . J  TENURES !N ROTURE. 9 1  
i nhabitants, of tracts o f  variou s  widths from two 
to fou r arpents, and fo rty arpents deep.  These 
w e re made by the Gove rnor and I n te ndant, u nder  
the decree of I 7 2 2 before refe rred to . S imi lar 
grants w e re made at interval s u ntil afte r I 7 50.  
These concessions were u po n  con ditions ,  ( 1 )  of 
su i t  to the nzoulin banal when establi shed,  ( 2 ) 
settl e m e n t  and habitation (y tenir feu et Heu 
with i n  Cl: year ; (3 ) keeping u p  fen ces,  and cu l tiva­
tion ,  and allowance of roads ; (4) a n nual dues  of 
I sol per  a rpent  fron t, and 20 sols  fo r  each 2 0  
a rpe n ts of  su rface, a n d  o n e  bushel 1  o f  wheat fo r  
t h e  fou r a rpents fro nt .  These du es we re payable 
at M a rti n mas, ( 1 1 th N ovember,)  the money dues 
being receivable in  pel tries ti l l  cu rren cy shou ld be 
establ i shed .  (5)  C u stomary lods et ventes acco rd­
mg to the coutume de Paris, an d other feudal 
rights ; ( 6) rights rese rved i n  m i n e s, m i n e rals,  and 
tim b e r  fo r  publ ic  pu rposes ; ( 7 ) . p rocu ring i m m ediate 
su rvey, and Royal paten t  with i n  two years.  All 
these on pam o f  fo rteitu re . 2 
I t  appears that at  this  ti m e  H ugues Pean wa 
m com mand, and active in p rocur i ng these p ri-
r Although the word minot used i n  these conveyances is a id  by Dr. 
O'Callaghan to be a larger measure, yet, l ike other standards of measure 
and value, it was not uniform. At D etroit, among the French jnhabitant , 
the word minot always meant a bu hel ,  and t h e  word pinte a quart, and 
c!zopine a pint. .The writers have used these word in many way . fr. 
W eld says the minot wa to the Winchester bushel a r oo t0 108. 765 .­
Weld's Travels, 2 1 6. 
2 All these grants were afterwards classed as " Terres eJt Roture. 
Ferriere says these were not feudal tenures, and \Vere ubject to only two 
principal burdens� viz : the annual cens or due , and the lods et ventes or 
fi nes of al ienation due to the seigneur censier by the pur ha er n ale or 
exch ange.-Fen iere's Law Di£. , " R{lture. '' 
92 LAND GRANTS. [Chap. VI.
vileges. This officer was a man of distinction
and hereditary Town Major of Quebec. His re-
lations with a subsequent Intendant, Bigot, were
pecuHar and disgraceful. Both of them on their
return to France, after the surrender of 1760,
were tried and convicted of official misdemeanors,
but whether any of them related to conduct here
is not knoWn. Pean was fined six hundred
thousand livres, or Ji 25,000.' Bigot was merely
banished from the court to his estates.
From this time on for several years the annals
are silent, and the people may therefore be pre-
sumed to have prospered.
Only six of these concessions were ever sent
to Paris for confirmation; and this fact left the
titles at Detroit clear of some difficulties when
the United States began to deal with them.
Anticipating somewhat the course of events,
the only other land grants made by the French
in Michigan were confined to the seigneurie
granted to the Chevalier de Repentigny at the
Sault de Ste. Marie, in 1750 and 1751, of six
leagues square. He took possession and began
the settlement to the satisfaction of the French
Government, who had found it necessary to
check the advances of the English among the
northern tribes. When Carver passed through,
in 1767, he found the possession kept up by a
person who had been in Repentigny's employ,
I 10 N. Y. Doc , 1 126.
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9 2  LAN D  GRANTS. [CHAP. V I .  
vileges. This officer was a man of distinction 
and hereditary Town Major of Quebec. H is re­
lations with a subsequent  I ntendant, B igot, were 
pecul iar and disgraceful .  Both of  them on their  
retu rn to France, after the su rrender of r 7 60, 
were tried and convicted of official m isdemeanors, 
bu t whether any of them related to conduct  here 
is  not known. Pean was fined six hundred 
thousand l ivres, or $ r 2 5 ,000. 1 Bigot was merely 
banished from the cou rt to his estates. 
From this  time on for several years the annals 
are s i lent, and the people may therefore be pre­
sumed to have p rospered. 
Only six of these concessions were ever sent 
to Paris for confirmation ; and this fact left the 
ti tles at Detroi t  c lear of some difficulties when 
the U ni ted States began to deal with them. 
Anticipating somewhat the cou rse of events, 
the only other land grants made by the French 
in M ichigan were confined to the seigneurie 
granted to the Cheval ier de Repentigny at the 
Sau l t  de Ste. Marie ,  in I 7 50 and r 7 5 r ,  of six 
leagues square. H e  took possession and began 
the settlement to the satisfaction of the French 
Government, who had found i t  necessary to 
check the advances of the English among the 
northern tribes. When Carve r passed through, 
in r 7 67 ,  he fou nd the possession kept up by a 
person who had been in Repentigny's employ, 
1 10  N .  Y .  Doc , 1 1 26. 
Chap. VI.] REPENTIGNY. * 93
and left in charge, but who then claimed to own
it himself. Repentigny was a very distinguished
officer and reached high rank in the French
army, having been made Marquis and General.
This claim was presented to the United States
authorities in 1825, but not allowed by the com-
missioners, as the act of Congress was not broad
enough to cover it. It w^as afterwards brought
before the Supreme Court of the United States,'
where it was decided that the action of Congress
previously had cut it off. The judgment was one
which took rather narrower views of these con-
cessions than seem to have been taken by the
French or British authorities, and held that the
act of Congress under which the claim was pre-
sented for adjudication was not intended to waive
any question in the United States Courts, if the
claim was technically cut off when the United States
acquired the country.
The successive Commandants at Detroit appear
to have had no serious difficulties with the inhab-
itants, and the people apparently continued in the
privileges of which Tonty had sought to deprive
them. Licenses seem to have been sold to such
as desired them. Among the officers commanding
at various times, besides those already mentioned,
were Pajot, Deschaillons de St. Ours (a very dis-
tinguished officer), Desnoyelles, Noyan, Sabrevois,
Celoron, Longueuil, De Muy, and Bellestre.
I 5 Wal., 211.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
22
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. VI . ]  R.EPENT IGNY. 9 3  
and l eft m charge, but who then claimed to  own 
it h imself. Repentigny was a very disti nguished 
officer and reached high rank in the French 
army, having been made Marqu is and General . 
This  claim was presen ted to the U ni ted States 
authorities in r 8 2 5 , bu t not allowed by the com­
missioners ,  as the act of Congress was not broad 
enough to cover i t. I t  was afterwards brought 
before the Supreme Court of the Un ited States, 1 
where i t  was decided that the action of Congress 
previously had cu t  i t  off. The judgment was one 
which took rather narrower views of these con­
cessions than seem to have been taken by the 
French or Bri ti sh au thori ties ,  and held that the 
act of Congress under which the claim was pre­
sented for adj udication was not intended to waive 
any question  in the Uni ted States Courts , if the 
claim was technically cu t off when the U nited States 
acqu i red the country .  
The successive Commandants at  Detroit appear 
to have had no serious difficulties wi th the i nhab­
itants, and the people apparently cont inued in the 
privi leges of which Tonty had sought to deprive 
them. Licenses seem to have been sold to such 
as desired them. Am-ong the officers commanding 
at various t imes, besides those al ready mentioned, 
were Pajot, Deschai l lons de St. Ou r (a very di -
t inguished officer) , Desnoyelles, N oyan, Sabrevois ,  
Celoron, Longueui l ,  De Muy, and Bel lestre. 
I 5 Wal. ,  2 I I .  
94 INDIAN SETTLEMENTS. [Chap. VI.
Between 1734 and 1739, it is supposed that
M. de Sabrevois was in command, as in his time
the conditions of land grants within the fort seem
to have been fixed as they were afterwards
maintained.'
In 1 741, Beauharnois held councils with the
Indians belonging in the region of Mackinaw and
the shore of Lake Michigan, and under his
auspices they made a number of settlements,
extending from the St. Joseph's River, at various
points, including Muskegon, to L'Arbre Croche.^
The latter became an important settlement, and
was the seat of a considerable industry, the
Indians maintaining a very good reputation, and
being cared for by devoted missionaries. Within
the last thirty years the L'Arbre Croche sugar
was always reckoned clean and reliable, and
brought the best price of any Indian sugar in the
Detroit market ; unless in some few instances
where it was made equally well elsewhere by
known families.
During the remainder of the official term of
Count Maurepas as Minister of the Marine, the
most liberal policy prevailed, as Beauharnois, La
Jonquiere, and De la Galissonniere were all dis-
posed to serve the true interests of the colony.
All of the Phelyppeaux were men of unsullied honor
and integrity, and of much personal independence.
They seem to have inspired much personal attach-
I I Am. St. Pap., 259. 2 9 N. Y. Doc. 1072.
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94 I NDIAN S ETTLEM ENTS. [CHAP . VI . 
Between r 7 34 and r 7 39 ,  i t  i s  supposed that 
M .  de Sabrevois was in command, as in his t ime 
the  conditions of land grants wi th in the fort seem 
to have been fixed as they were afterwards 
mainta ined . 1  
I n  r 7 4 1 , Beauharnois  held counci l s  with the 
I nd ians belonging in the region of Mackinaw and 
the shore of Lake M ich igan ,  and under his 
auspices they made a number of settlements ,  
extending from the St .  J oseph ' s  River, at various 
points, i nc lud ing Muskegon,  to L' Arbre Croche .2 
The latte r became an important  settlement, and 
was the seat of a considerable industry, the 
Indians maintain ing a very good repu tation ,  and 
being cared for by devoted missionaries .  W ithi n  
the last thi rty years the L'  Arbre Croche sugar 
was always reckoned clean and rel iable ,  and 
brought the best p rice of any Ind ian sugar in the 
. Detro i t  market ; u nless in some few instances 
where i t  was made equally well e lsewhere by 
known famil ies .  
During the remainder of the official term of 
Cou nt Mau repas as M in ister of the Marine ,  the 
most l iberal pol icy p revai led ,  as · Beauharnois, La 
Jonqu i ' re, and De la Gal issonn iere were all dis­
posed to serve the true interests of the colony. 
Al l  of the Phelyppeaux were men of unsul l ied hono r  
and integrity, and o f  much personal independence. 
They seem to have insp ired much personal attach-
1 r Am. St.  P:ip. , 259. 2 9 N. Y. Doc. 1072.  
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ment among the western leaders. La Motte
Cadillac named his Detroit post after ferome
Phelyppeaux, Count Pontchartrain, and Fort Rosa-
lie after his lady. Lakes Pontchartrain and
Maurepas in Louisiana were named after the fath-
er and son. Their names were not so fortunate
in Michigan. Besides the fort at Detroit, three
islands in Lake Superior were called after the fam-
ily, lies Phelyppeaux or Minong, Maurepas and
Pontchartrain. A fourth was named after the In-
tendant Hocquart. He Phelyppeaux was laid down
as an island larger than He Royale, lying between
that and Keweenaw Point, and declared by Carver
like the latter island, to have been large enough for
a province. By the Treaty of 1783 between the
United States and Great Britain, He Phelyppeaux
was one of the boundary marks, the line running
just north of it. The other three islands were
laid down towards the eastward and northeastward.
The Indians had a superstitious fear of
approaching these islands, which were supposed to
be tenanted by the Great Manitou Michabou, and
guarded by mysterious and terrible spirits and
serpents. Of all those named. He Royale is the
only one now known to exist, unless Maurepas
has been confounded with Michipicoten, which is
not in exactly the same region, but is not ver}-
far off, and is identified with it by Alexander
Henry. It is hardly supposable, although that is
a volcanic country, that any such islands can
have disappeared in modern times, but it is not
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CJ;[AP V I . J  LOST ISLA N DS .  95 
ment among the weste rn leade rs .  La M o tte 
Cadillac n amed h i s  Detroit  post afte r J e rome 
Phelyppeaux,  Cou n t  Pon tchartra in ,  and Fort R osa­
l i e  afte r his lady.  Lakes P o ntchartrain  and 
Mau repas i n  Louis iana we re named afte r the fath­
er and o n .  The i r  names we re n o t  so fortu nate 
in M ichigan . Bes ides the fo rt at D etro i t, th ree 
is lands in Lake u p e ri o r  w e re called afte r the fam­
i ly ,  I les  Phelyppeaux o r  M i n o ng, Mau repas and 
Po n tchartra i n .  A fou rth was named afte r the I n ­
te ndant H ocquart .  I le  Phelyppeau x was laid down 
as  an island large r than I l e  Royale ,  ly ing betwe en 
that and K eweenaw Poi n t, and declared by Carve r 
l ike  the latte r i sland,  to have been l a rge e n ough fo r  
a p rov i n c e .  B y  the T reaty o f  I 7 8 3 between the 
U n ited States a n d  G reat B ri ta in ,  Ile Phel) ppeaux 
was o n e  of  the  bou n dary marks,  the  l ine  ru n n ing 
j u st n o rth o f  i t .  The oth e r  th ree islands w e re 
la id down towards the ea� tward and n o rtheastwa rd . 
The I ndians  had a s u p e rst 1t 1o u s  fea r  of  
apµ roach ing these is lands ,  which w e re su pposed to 
be te nanted by the G reat M a n i tou M ichabou , and 
gua rded by myste rio u s  a n d  te rrible spi ri t  and 
e rp e n ts .  Of al l  those named,  I l e Royale i s  the 
only one now k nown to xi st ,  u n less Mau rer a. 
has been con fou nded with M ichip icoten ,  ' h ich  i s  
not  i n  exactly the  same region bu t i not  very 
fa r  off, and is iden tified w i th it b) lexander  
H e n ry. I t  i hardly su p posable,  a l thou o-h that i s  
a volca n i c  cou nt ry, that a n y  such i land can 
have disappea red in m odern t i m es,  bu t it n o t  
96 LAW OFFICERS. [Chap. VI.
easy to account for the location and naming of
imaginary islands, where, from the foundation of
Du Luth's fort on the Kaministiquia River, (now
Fort William) the French had been constant
travellers. In these instances the statesmen whose
names were "writ in water" have been no more
fortunate in their monuments than others in like
plight. But they were fortunate in having more
than one remembrancer.
In Mr. Schoolcraft's Journal of Gen. Cass's
first expedition to the sources of the Mississippi
in i8-20, he mentions these islands, and refers to
some of the Indian superstitions concerning them.
As He Phelyppeaux came within the legal limits
of the State of Michigan, it must, with Toledo, be
now reckoned among her lost empires. Its other
name, Minong, has been attached to He Royale,
where, perhaps, it always belonged.
We find now, in the incidental references of
our public records, evidences that Detroit had
become subject to the ordinary incidents of civil
settlements. There was probably from the begin-
ning of the policy of land grants, a Deputy
Intendant, and the same or some other person
acted as notary. The elder Robert Navarre came
to Detroit in 1730, and was constantly employed
in public service of some kind. The King's dues
were payable to his receiver (the Intendant) or a
local sub-receiver, and Navarre's name is the first
found in that capacity, while the receipts are
endorsed on the deeds of the land-owners from
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96 LAW OFFICERS. [CHAP. VI.  
easy to accoun t  for the location and naming of 
imaginary islands, where,  from the foundation of 
Du Luth's fort on the Kaministiqu ia River, (now 
Fort  W il liam) the French had been constant 
travellers. I n  these instances the statesmen whose 
names were " writ in  water " have been no more 
fortunate in  their monumen ts than others in l ike 
pl ight. Bu t  they were fortunate m having more 
than one remembrancer. 
In M r. Schoolcraft' s J ou rnal of Gen.  Cass ' s 
firs t  expedition to the sources of the M ississ ippi  
in  I 8.20, he mentions these islands, and refers to 
some of the I ndian superstit ions concern ing them. 
As I le Phelyppe.aux came within the legal l imits 
of the State of M ichigan,  i t  must, with Toledo, be 
now reckoned among her lost  empires .  I ts o ther 
name, M inong, has been attached .to I le  Royale, 
where, perhaps, it always belonged. 
We find now, in the incidental references of 
our public records, evidences that Detroit  had 
become subject  to the ordinary incidents of civil 
settlements .  There was probably from the begin­
ning of the pol icy of land grants, a Deputy 
Intendant, and the same or some other person 
acted as notary. The elder Robert N avarre came 
to Detroit in I 7 30, and was constantly employed 
in publ ic  service of some kind. The King's dues 
were payable to his receiver (the In tendant) or  a 
local sub-receiver, and N avarre 's  name is the first 
found in  that capacity, while the receipts are 
endorsed on the deeds of the land-owners from 
Chap. VI. 1 NOTARIAL ACTS.
97
the beginning. The jurist De Ferriere represents
the functions of a Deputy Intendant to have been
judicial as well as ministerial, and such was
probably the case in Detroit. The notary, (who
at this time generally performed all functions con-
nected with transfers, contracts and successions,)
had no incompatible duties, and Navarre was
Royal Notary. In 1753, M. Landrieve was acting
temporarily as Deputy Intendant, Navarre being
then probably absent on other duty, as he had a
great influence with the Indians. In 1760, we
find Navarre and Baptiste Campau both acting
together as notaries, the latter performing, appar-
ently the duties of Tabellion or notarial clerk and
registrar. It is not likely the judicial duties were
very heavy, but the receipts for the King were
considerable, both in money and wheat, and the
sub-Intendant was curator of the public property
not strictly military. We find at this period that
the Commandant made grants of lands within the
fort, and possibly in the precinct or domain
adjoining. M. de Bellestre declared in a subse-
quent inquiry that this was his absolute right, the
rents, however, belonging to the Crown.' In
some cases a ratification was required from the
Governor General, as indicated by the Decree of
1722. Such cases are found recorded in 1754-5,
on grants from M. de Muy confirmed by Du
Quesne.^ In 1741, such a grant is made by De
I Wayne Record, B., p. 128. 2 Id., A., p. i.
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CHAP. V I . ] NOTA R I A L  ACTS . 9 7  
the beginning. The j u rist  D e  Ferriere represents 
the fu nctions of a Deputy I ntendant to have be n 
j udicial as well as ministe rial , and such wa 
probably the case in Detroit .  The notary, (who 
at this  t ime general ly  performed all fu nction con­
nected with transfers ,  contracts and succession ,) 
had no incompatibl e du ties, and Navarre wa -
Royal Notary. In  1 7 5 3 , M .  Landrieve was acting 
temporari ly as Deputy In ten dant, Navarre be in -
then probably absent on other duty, as he had a 
great influence with the I ndians .  In 1 7 66, we 
find Navarre and Baptiste Campau_ both acting 
together  as notaries, the latter performiNg, appar­
ently the duties of Tabellz'on or  notarial c lerk and 
regis trar. It i s  not l ikely the j udicial du ties were 
very heavy, but the receipts for the K ing were 
cons iderable ,  both in  money and wheat, and the 
sub- In tendant was curato r of the pu bl ic  p roperty 
not strictly mi l i tary. �! e find at this period that 
the Commandant made grants of lands within the 
fort, and possibly in the preci nct or  domain 
adjoin ing. M .  de Bel lestre declared in a subse­
quent inqu i ry that th is was his absolu te right, the 
rents, however, belonging to the · C rown. 1  In  
some cases a ratification was requ i red from tLc 
Governor General ,  as indicated b) · the Decree of 
1 7 2 2 . Such cases are found recorded in 1 7  54- 5 ,  
on  grants from M .  de  Mu)  confirmed by Du  
Quesne.2 In  1 7 4 1 , such a grant i s  made by De 
1 W ayne Record, B . ,  p. 1 28. 2 Id . ,  A. , p. 1 .  
7 
98 CONDITIONS OF TOWN GRANTS (Chap. VI.
Noyan to Navarre, without confirmation.' The
terms of tenure were two sols per' foot front, not
redeemable, but payable in cash, and the main-
tenance of the fortifications in proportion to
such front." This was one pile or picket, var-
iously stated from fifteen feet upward in length,
for each foot front of the lot. In 1 745, a sale
is recorded of a house within the fort, and of
*' forty fort pickets, which are all of cedar, appur-
tenant to the said house. "^ This obligation to
supply pickets was afterwards a source of con-
tention, and the duty was disputed. But the
deeds are explicit. In addition to the annual
dues, and to taxes, there were fines of alienation.
On what basis these were settled does not appear,
but it was probably according to the Coutume de
Paris. In 1 760, upon a purchase by De Belles-
tre, the fines on a purchase of 12,000 livres were
666 livres, 13 sols, or more than five per cent."^
Even while no war was existing between
France and England, the British agents (claiming
ostensibly under the Iroquois grant, which was
much more shadowy than the French claims
which they professed to regard as theoretical,)
kept up with their Indian allies a continued series
of attempts to reach the western trade, and get
» Wayne Record, A., p. 29.
2 Id., A., p. r, 17.
3 "Quarante pieux de fort, que sent tous de cedre, dependants de la
dite maison." — A., p. 17.
4 Wayne Record, B., 128.
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9 8  CON D I T I ONS OF TOWN GRANTS . ! CHAP. VI . 
Noyan to Navarre, without  confirmation . 1  The 
terms of tenu re were two sols per · foot front, not 
redeemable, bu t payable in  cash, and the main­
tenance of the fortifications in  proportion to 
such front. 2 This was one pi le or  picket, var­
iously  s tated from fifteen feet  u pward in  length, 
for each foot fron t  of the lo t. In I 7 45 ,  a sale 
is recorded of a house within the fort, and of 
" forty fort pickets ,  which are all of cedar, appu r­
tenan t to the said house. " 3 This obl igation to 
supply pickets was afterwards a source of con­
ten tion, and the du ty was disputed . Bu t  the 
deeds are expl ic i t .  In  addi tion to the annual 
dues, and to taxes, there were fines of al ienation .  
On what bas is these were settled does not appear, 
bu t i t  was probably according to the Coutume de 
Par£s. In I 7 60, u pon a purchase by De Bel les­
tre , the fine  ..s on a purchase of  I 2 ,000 l ivres were 
666 l ivres,  r 3 sols ,  or more than five per cent. 4  
Even while no war was ex1stmg between 
France and England, the B rit ish agents (claiming 
ostensibly under the I roquois grant, which was 
much more shadowy than the French claims 
which they professed to regard as theoretical , )  
kept  u p  with their Indian al l ies a continu ed series 
of attempts to reach the western trade, and get 
z Wayne Record. A . ,  p .  29. 
2 Id . ,  A., p. I, 1 7 . 
3 " Quarante pieux de fort, que sont tous de cedre, dependants de la 
dite maison. "-A . ,  p .  I 7. 
4 Wayne Record, B., 1 28. 
Chap. VI.] INTRIQUE5 WITH HURONS. 99
control of the country. The Hurons, who had
been deadly enemies of the Iroquois and all their
friends, and who had stood fast by the French,
were approached by these tempters, and by
degrees led away from their fidelity. Their posi-
tion was such as to make this very dangerous.
When Charlevoix was in Detroit he mentioned
that it was desired to establish a Huron mission,
which was not then determined on. In 1742, this
was setded on Bois-blanc Island, on the Canada
side of the mouth of Detroit River, commanding-
the main channel. Father Potier had charge, and
the village was very extensive, regularly laid out,
and containing several hundred people. It was
then of several years' standing. It is likely it
had been removed thither from Detroit, and
Father de la Richardie is said to have at one
time been a missionary in the tribe. For a per-
iod of some years these intrigues went on, and
the Commander at Detroit was diligent in oppos-
ing them. Hearing that the English had designs
on White River and the Wabash country, Celoron,
a former Commandant of Detroit, in i 743, allowed
men and supplies to go from Detroit to open a
trade at White River with a body of Senecas,
Onondagas and others of the Five Nations, who
had settled there to the number of about 600, and
who professed friendship. Robert Navarre was
sent out to examine and report on the prospects..
Beauharnois and Hocquart directed M. de Lon-
gueuil, then in command at Detroit, to send out
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CHAP . V I . ]  INTR IQUE5 W I T H  HURONS. 99 
control of the coun try. The H u rons, who had 
been deadly enemies of the I roquois and all the i r  
friends, and who had stood fast  by the French, 
were approached by these tempters ,  and by 
degrees led away from the i r  fidel i ty.  The ir  posi­
t ion was such as to make th is  very dangerous .  
When Charlevoix was in  Detro i t  he  mentioned 
that i t  was des i red to establ ish a H u ron mission, 
which was not then determin ed on .  In I 7 42 ,  thi s  
was settled on Bois-blanc Is land,  on the Canada 
side of the mouth of Detroit River, commanding 
the main chan nel .  Fathe r  Poti e r  had charge, and 
the vi l lage was very extens ive ,  regu larly laid ou t, 
and contain ing several hundred people .  I t  was 
then of several years' standing. It i s  l ikely i t  
had been removed thi the r from Detro i t, and 
Father de la R ichardie is  said to have at one 
time been a m issionary in the tribe. For · a per­
iod of some years these intrigues went  on,  and 
the Commander at  Detroit  was d i l igen t  in oppos­
ing them.  Hearing that the Engl ish had designs 
on Whi te River and the Wabash country, Celoron, 
a former Commandant of Detroit, i n  I 743 ,  allowed 
men and suppl ies to go from Detroi t  to open a 
trade at  White River with a body of Senecas, 
Onondagas and others of the Five Nations, who 
had settled there to the number of about 600, and 
who professed friendship .  Robert · Navarre was 
sent  ou t to exam ine  and report on the prospects .. 
Beau harnois and H ocquart d irected M .  de Lon­
gueui l ,  then in command at Detroit, to send out  
100 TRADE AT DETROIT INJURED. [Chap. VI.
goods and supplies on die King's account, and
expressed themselves as desirous, since the settle-
ment could not be broken up, of getdng it, if
possible, to be friendly. But there was evidently
suspicion of mischief.'
In 1 744, the hostilities existing made it neces-
sary to make preparations, and Longueuil suc-
ceeded in securing the adhesion of the nations
near Detroit, and sent out Indian forces to prevent
the English traders from reaching White River,
as well as to guard the approaches to the Ohio.
Celoron and Joncaire were able for a time to
ensure the neutrality of several of the New York
bands of Senecas and others.^
But the disturbed condition of the country
operated injuriously on Detroit. In 1745, com-
plaint was made by Beauharnois, in his letters to
France, that the licenses to trade at Detroit and
Mackinaw could hardly be given away, although
those places were not well supplied ; and he
expressed misgivings as to the conduct of the
Indians when trade should fall off.^ About the
same time the country was troubled by deserters
and renegades from Louisiana, who found their
way up to Detroit and its vicinity. The Chevalier
de Longueuil, who was at this time decorated
with the Cross of St. Louis for his services, was
very active and energetic, and did much to
keep the country quiet. But some of the Detroit
Indians held back.^
I 9 N. Y. Doc, 1099. 3 10 N. Y. Uoc , 21.
a 9 N. Y- Doc, nil, II 12. 4 10 N. Y. Doc, 34, 37, 38.
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1 00 T R A D E  AT DETROIT I NJUR E D . [CHAP. VI . 
goods and suppl ie on  the King' s account, and 
expressed themselves as  desirous, s ince the settle­
ment  cou ld  not be broken up, of getting i t, i f ' 
possible ,  to be friendly .  But  there was evidently 
suspicion of mischief. 1  
In 1 7 44, the hosti l it ies existi ng made i t  neces­
sary to make preparations ,  and Longueui l  · suc­
ceeded i n  securing the adhesion of the nations 
near Detroit, and  sent  out I n dian forces to prevent  
the English traders from reaching Whi te River, 
as well as to guard the approaches to the Ohio.  
Celoron and J o ncaire were able for a time to 
ensu re the neutral i ty of several of the N ew York 
bands of  Senecas and others .2 
But  the distu rbed condition of  the country 
operated i nj u riously on Detroit. I n  r 7 45 ,  com­
plain t  was made by Beauharnois, i n  his letters to 
F ranee, that the l i censes to trade at  Detroit and 
Mackinaw coul d  hardly be given away, although 
those places were not  wel l  suppl ied ; and he 
expressed misgivings as to the conduct of the 
Indians when trade should fall off.3 About the 
same time the cou n try was troubl ed by dese rters 
and  renegades from Lou isiana, who found the ir  
way up  to Detroi t  and i ts vic inity. The Cheval ier  
de Longueui l .  who was at  this t ime decorated 
with the Cross of St. Louis for his services, was 
very active and energetic, and did much to 
keep _ the country quiet . But  some of the Detroit 
Indians held back.  4 
1 9 N .  Y. Doc. , 1 099. 3 10 N. Y. Doc. , 2 r .  
2 9 N .  Y .  Doc. , I I I  I ,  I I  1 2. _. IO N. Y. Doc. ,  34, 3 7, 38. 
Chap. VI. J SERIOUS TROUBLES. 101
The supply of provisions from the lands about
Detroit began to fail, and for a while there was
danger of suffering on this account. The Hurons
became mutinous, and it was evident they had
been effectually tampered with.' In 1 747, Father
Potier was obliged to leave Bois-blanc and go up
to Detroit. They committed outrages in various
places, killing several Frenchmen at Sandusky.
They had also planned a massacre of the people
in the fort at Detroit, which was overheard by a
squaw, by whom it was revealed to a Jesuit lay-
brother, who informed Longueuil. The rising was
general, and manifestations were made in all parts
of Michigan and the Northwest. Longueuil
succeeded in persuading a deputation of several
tribes to go with Bellestre to Quebec to confer
with the Governor. Among these were the great
chiefs Sastaretsi and Taychatin. After his
departure the Hurons held a council, in which
they desired Father de la Richardie to be sent up.
Arrangements were made that he should accom-
pany Bellestre to Detroit. Unfortunately, both
the chiefs died before these gentlemen started.^
The year 1747 was one of constant trouble
about Detroit. The Indians who had agreed to
attack the Huron village at Bois-blanc, when the
troubles broke out, refused to do so. Longueuil,
however, had succeeded in getting the upper hand
of the Miamis and others to the southward, and
they sent to sue for peace. Three of the treach-
I 10 N. Y. Doc, 38, 83, 114, 115, 119. 2 Id., 123, 124.
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CHAP. V l . j  S E RIOUS T ROUBLES .  1 0 1  
The supply o f  p rovi sions from the lands about 
Detroit  began to fail ,  and for  a while there was 
danger of suffering on this accou nt. The H u rons 
became mutinous ,  and it was eviJent  they had 
been effectually tampered with . 1  In 1 747 ,  Father 
Potier was obl iged to leave Bois-blanc and go tip 
to Detroit .  They committed outrages in various 
places, k i l l ing several Frenchmen at Sandusky. 
They had also planned a massacre of the people 
in  the fort at Detroit, which was overheard by a 
squaw, by whom i t  was revealed to a Jesuit  lay­
brother, who informed Longueu il .  The ris ing was 
general, and manifestations were made in all parts 
of M ichigan and the Northwest. Longueui l  
succeeded in  persuading a deputation of several 
tribes to go with Bel lestre to Quebec to confer 
with the Governor. Among these were the great 
chiefs Sastaretsi and Taychatin .  After his 
departu re the H u rons held a cou ncil ,  in which 
they desired Father de la Richardie to be sent up .  
Arrangements were mad� that he should accom­
pany Bel lestre to Detro it. Unfortu nately, both 
the -chiefs died before these gentlemen started.2 
The year I 747 was one of constant trouble 
abou t Detroit. The Indians who had agreed to 
attack the H u ron vi llage at Bois-blanc, when the 
troubl es .broke out, refused to do so. Longueui l ,  
however, had succeeded in  getting the upper hand 
of the Miamis and others to the sou th ward, and 
they sent to sue for peace. Three of th treach-
1 IO N. Y .  Doc. , 38, 83, l 1 4, I 1 5 , 1 1 9. 2 Id. , 1 23 ,  1 24. 
102 Indian outrages. [Chaf. Vi.
erous Huron chiefs, Nicolas, Orotoni and Anioton,
who had been most deeply implicated, came also
for the same purpose. While these were at
Detroit, news came that a party had waylaid three
Frenchmen at Grosse He, and attempted to
murder them. The Frenchmen themselves soon
appeared, wounded, but not fatally. Longueuil
immediately sent a force of thirty men after the
marauders. The deputies, fearing for themselves,
informed the Commander that the criminals were
concealed at Bois-blanc, and volunteered to arrest
them. Longueuil accepted their offer, and gave
them ten more men to accompany them. They
overtook the first detachment, and brought back
the five Indians to the fort. They turned out to
be one Onondaga, as leader, one Huron, one
Seneca, and two Mohegans. The populace killed
the leader as soon as he landed. The rest were
confined in the fort in irons. This event created
great excitement among the Ohio Indians, but
Longueuil pacified them, insisting however, on
retaining the prisoners, and giving the nations to
understand the fate of these depended on the
conduct of the tribes. On the morning of the
29th of December, 1747, the Seneca was found
dead, it being doubtful whether he killed himself
or was killed by the Huron, who was to kill him-
self also. It turned out they had all nearly
succeeded in escaping, as they had loosened
their irons and prepared to kill the guard.
Afterwards, in February, 1748, Longueuil re-
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1 02 l N  DIAN O U TRAGES. [CHAP. VI . 
erous H u ron ch iefs, N icolas, Orotoni and An ioton ,  
who had been most deeply impl icated, came also 
for the same purpose. Whi le these were at 
Detroi t, news came that a party had waylaid three 
Frenchmen at G rosse I le , and attempted to 
murder them . The Frenchmen themselves soon 
appeared, wou nded, but not fatally. Longueuil  
immediately sent a force of thi rty men after the 
marauders .  The depu ties, fearing for themselves, 
informed the Commander that the criminal s were 
concealed at Bois-blanc, and volun teered to arrest 
them.  Longueui l  accepted their  offer, and gave 
them ten more men to accompany them.  They 
overtook the first detachment, and brought back 
the five I ndians to the fort. They tu rned out to 
be one Onondaga, as leader, one H uron, one 
Seneca, and two Mohegans. The populace ki l led 
the leader as soon as he landed. The res t  were 
confined i n  the fort i n  i rons .  Thi s  event  created 
great exci tement among the Ohio I ndians,  but 
Longueu il pacified them,  ins ist ing however, on 
retain ing the prisoners,  and giv ing the nations to 
understand the fate of these depended on the 
conduct of the - tribes. On the morning of the 
2 9th of December, r 747 ,  the Seneca was found 
dead, i t  be ing doubtful whether he  ki l led himself 
or was ki l led by the H u ron, who was to ki l l  h im­
self also. I t  turned ou t they had al l  nearly 
succeeded in escaping, as they had loosened 
the ir  i rons and prepared to ki l l  the guard. 
Afterwards, in February, r 748 ,  Longu eu il re-
Chap. VI.] HURON MISSION. ] 08
leased the three survivors, upon the request of
formal deputations of northern and southern
tribes, and upon very fair promises. He did this
against the wishes and protests of the French at
Detroit, and was censured by the Governor Gen-
eral. But the event proved fortunate, as the In-
dians sought eagerly to show their sincerity by
taking the war-path ; and he had no further serious
trouble with them, although there were some abor-
tive attempts made here and there to do mischief.'
In April, 1748, Galissonniere reports prospects of
future tranquility.^
In 1748, it was questioned whether it might
not be well to remove the fort to Bois-blanc ;
but it was not thought best to do so, as the In-
dians had settled at Detroit. The Huron Mission
was re-established,3 under strong recommendations
from the Governor to renew it, but with great
precautions to have it in a safe place ; and at this
time it was accordingly removed, to the present
town of Sandwich, opposite the western part of
the city of Detroit. Father de la Richardie became
attached to it, at the Governor's request. Father
Potier also appears to have remained with it. A
church was built of respectable dimensions, which,
until about twenty years ago, was the place of
worship of the Catholic population of that region.
It was then taken down, — a commodious and spa-
I 10 N. Y. Narratives of 1747-1748, passim.
* 10 N. Y. Doc, 133.
3 10 N. Y. Doc, 162, 148.
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CHAP. VI.]  HURON M ISSION . 1 03 
l eased the three su rvivors, upon the request of 
formal depu tations of northern and southern 
tribes, and upon very fai r promises.  He did this 
again st the wishes and protests of the French at 
Detroi t, and was censured by the Governor Gen ­
eral .  Bu t the event proved fortu nate, as the I n ­
dians sought eagerly to show the i r  s incerity by 
taking the war-path ; and he had no fu rther se riou s 
trouble with them,  although there were some abor­
tive attem pts made here and there to do mischief. 1 
I n  April ,  I 7 48 , Gal issonniere reports prospects of 
futu re tranqu i l i ty .2 
In  I 7 48 , i t  was .questioned whether  i t  might 
not be well to remove the fort to Bois-blanc ; 
but it was not thought  best to do so as the In­
dians had settled at  Detroit .  The H u ron Mission 
was re-establ ished,3 u nder strong recommendations 
from the Governor  to renew it, bu t with great 
precautions  to have it in a safe place ; and at th is 
time i t  was accordingly removed, to the present 
town of Sandwich, opposi te the western part of 
the city of Detroit .  Father de la Richardie became 
attached to it ,  at the Governor' s requ est. Father 
Potie r also appears to have remained with it .  A 
chu rch was bui l t  of  respectable dimensions  .. which, 
un til abou t twenty years ago, was the place of 
worship of the Cathol ic population of that region .  
I t  was then taken down ,-a commodious and  spa-
1 I O N. Y. Narrat ives of 1 747 - 1 748, pass im.  
2 1 0  N .  Y. Doc. , 1 33. 
3 I O  N. Y. Doc. , 1 62, 148. 
104 MEMOIR ON THE COLONIES. [Chap. VI.
cioLis brick church having been built in its imme-
diate vicinity. The point at Sandwich where they
settled is named in the Governor's report " Point
Montreal."' This name is not retained, and has
not been noted except in that document.
In October, the Governor instructed Longueuil
that, although the French and English were at
peace, the English, if seeking to settle on the Ohio,
White or Rock Rivers, or any of their tributaries,
must be resisted by force.^ He expressed the
strongest convictions of the importance of Mack-
inaw and Detroit.^
In December, 1750, the late Governor, De la
Galissonniere, who had been succeeded by De la
Jonquiere, prepared an elaborate memoir on the
French colonies, which is one of the most enlight-
ened documents ever written on that subject.^ He
pointed out the utility of colonies, and the reasons
why the French, with less population, had obtained
advantages over the English in dealing with the
Indians ; which he, as well as the English officials
in this country, attributed to the habits of the
French inhabitants in woodcraft, and in living with
and like the Indians. But he warned the Govern-
ment that this was accidental, and could not always
be relied on.
After noting the weak points as well as
advantages of various places, he makes special
1 10 N. Y. Doc ,178. 3 10 N. Y. Doc , 183-4.
2 10 N. Y Doc ,179. 4 10 N. Y, Doc, 220.
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1 04 MEMOIR ON THE COLON IES .  [CH AP. V I .  
oous brick chu rch having been bui l t  m i ts imme­
d iate vicin i ty. The po int  at Sandwich where they 
settled i named i n  the Governor's report " Point  
Montreal . " 1  This  name i s  not retained, and h as 
_ not been noted except i n  that document. 
I n . October, the Governor instructed Longueu i l  
that, al though the French and  English were a t  
peace, the Engl i sh ,  i f  seeking to  settle on the Ohio, 
White or Rock Rivers, o r  any of the i r  tributaries, 
must be res isted by force.2 He expressed the 
strongest convictions of the importance of Mack­
inaw and Detroit .  3 
I n  December, I 7 50, the late Governor, D e  la 
Gal issonn iere, who had been succeeded by De la 
J onqu iere, prepared an elaborate memoir on the 
French colonies ,  which is one of the most enl ight­
ened docl}ments ever wri tten on that subj ect . 4  He  
. po in ted ou t  the u ti l i ty o f  colonies, and the reasons 
why the French, w i th less population ,  had obtained 
advantages ove r the English in  deal ing with the 
J ndians ; which he ,  as well as the Engl ish officials 
in  this country, attributed to the habits of the 
French i nhabitants in  woodcraft, and i n  l iving with 
and l ike the I ndians .  But he warned the Govern­
ment that th i s  was acciden tal , and could not always 
be . rel ied on .  
Afte r noting the weak poin ts as  well as  
advan tages of variou s places, he  makes special 
1 1 0  N .  Y .  Doc , 1 78. 
2 10 N. Y Doc , 1 79. 
3 1 0 N. Y. Doc , 1 83 -4 . 
4 10 N. V. D oc. , 220. 
Chap. VI.] GALISSONNlfeRE'S MEMOIR. 105
reference to Detroit. "This last place demands
now the greatest attention. Did it once contain
a farming population of a thousand, it would feed
and defend all the rest. Throughout the whole
interior of Canada it is the best adapted for a
town, where all the trade of the lakes would con-
centrate; were it provided with a good o-arrison
and surrounded by a goodly number of setde-
ments, it would be enabled to overawe almost all
the Indians of the Continent. It is sufficient to
see its position on the map to understand its
utility. It would stand on the River St. Lawrence
within reach of the Oyo, the Illinois, the River
Mississippi, and in a position to protect all these
different places, and even the posts north of the
Lakes."
He concludes his memoir by urging that "the
resolution ought to be adopted to send a great
many people to New France, in order to enable
those who have the administration thereof, to
work at the same time at the different proposed
forts.. These people ought to be principally sol-
diers, who can in a very short time be converted
into good settlers."
He suggests that some fmix-sauimers, and
even a few paupers might be sent, the latter to
be very sparingly furnished as needed. Other
persons of doubtful character should not be sent
unless called for.
Many suggestions are made as to the estab-
lishment of profitable industries. In this regard
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CHAP. Vl.]  GALISSONNIER E'S MEMOI R .  105 
re ference to Detroit .  " This last place demands 
now the greatest attention .  Did i t  once contain 
a farming popu lation of a thousand, it  would feed 
and defend all the rest .  Throughou t  the whole 
in terior of Canada it is the best adapted for a 
town, where all the trade of the lakes wou ld con­
centrate ; were it p rovided with a good garrison 
and surrou nded by a goodly number of settle­
ments ,  i t  would be enabled to overawe almost al l 
the Indians of the Continent. I t  i s  sufficient to 
see its . position on the map to u nderstand its 
u ti l i ty. It wou ld stand on th� River St. Lawrence 
with in  reach of the Oyo, the I l l inois ,  the River 
Mississippi ,  and in  a position to protect all these 
different  places, and even the posts north of  the 
Lakes. " 
He  conclu des his memoir by u rging that " the 
resolu tion ought to be adopted to send a great 
many  people to New F ranee, in order to enable 
. 
those who have the admin istration there0f, to 
work at the same time at the d ifferent  proposed 
forts .. These people ought to be principally sol ­
diers ,  who can in a very short time be converted 
into good settlers . "  
He  suggests that some faux-saulniers, and 
even a few paupers might be sent, the latter to 
be very sparingly fu rn ished as needed. Other 
persons of doubtful character should not be sent 
u nless called for. 
Many suggestions  are made as to th estab-
l ishment of profitable i ndu strie.s . In this regard 
106 NEW SETTLERS. [Chap. VI.
there was a great contrast between the French
and EngHsh. The whole current of ParHamentary
and Royal regulation was towards preventing the
English colonies from producing anything but raw
material. Manufactures were obstructed and
prohibited. In New France there was constant
encouragement to industry, and the restrictions
were confined to the fur trade and dealings with
the Indians.
In 1750 and 1751, in pursuance of these views
and of previous similar suggestions, a consider-
able number of settlers were sent out, and
advances were made to them by the government
imtil they were able to take care of themselves.
They prospered after they had become fairly
settled. But in 1752, it appears that provisions
were scarce, so that Indian corn reached twenty
livres a bushel in peltries, and it was feared some
of the Canadians would have to be sent away.
The Hurons and other Indians on whom reliance
had been formerly had for corn, could not, trom
recent disturbances, have been able to furnish it ;
and the Commandant at the Illinois would not
permit provisions to be sent thence.' Both
Celoron and Longueuil had been censured for
not being more alert in furthering the Ohio expe-
ditions, but this was perhaps the reason.^ Famine
was not the only danger at Detroit. The small
pox also began its ravages in the adjacent villages
of the Ottawas and Potawatamies.
I 10 N. V Doc, 249. * 10 N. Y. Doc, 249.
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1 06 NEW SETTLERS. [CHAP. V I .  
there was a great contrast between  the French 
and English. The whole  cu rren t  of Parl iamentary 
and Royal regu lation was towards preven ti ng the 
English colon ies from producing  anyth ing bu t raw 
material . Manu factu res were obstructed and 
prohibited . I n  N ew France there was constant  
encouragement  to  indu stry, and the restrictions 
were confined to the fur trade and deal ings with 
the I ndians. 
In r 7 50 and I 7 5 I ,  in pu rsuance of these views 
and of previous s imi lar suggestions, a consider­
abl e number of settlers were sen t  out, and 
advances were made to them by the government 
un t il they were able to take care of themselves .  
1'hey prospered after they had become fairly  
settl ed .  But  in I 7 5 2 ,  i t  appears that provis ions 
were scarce, so that I ndian corn reached twen ty 
l ivres a bushel i n  pel tries, and i t  was feared some 
of the Canadians wou ld have to be sent  away. 
The Hurons and other I ndians on whom rel iance 
had been formerly had for corn, could not, trom 
recent distu rbances, have been  able to fu rnish i t ; 
and the Commandant at the I l l inois wou ld not 
permit  prov1s1ons  to be sent thence . 1 Both 
Celoron and Longueui l  had been censu red for 
not being more alert in fu rthering the Ohio expe­
d i tions, bu t this was perhaps the reason .2 Famine 
was not the on ly danger at Detroit. The small 
pox also began its ravages in the adjacent vi l lages 
of the Ottawas and Potawatamies. 
1 1 0  I\ .  \' . Doc , 249 . 2 1 0  N. Y .  Doc., 249. 
Chap. VI.] DETROIT ENLARGED 107
About this time the fort and stockade at
Detroit were considerably enlarged. In 1750, the
Chevalier de Repentigny began his settlement,
and built a fort at the Sault Ste. Marie. In 1754,
reference was made by Duquesne to his progress
in that- work, which " was essential for stopping
all the Indians who came down from Lake
Superior to go to Choueguen, but I do not hear
that this post yields a great revenue."'
In 1755, Vaudreuil, writing to France to Ma-
chault, the Minister of the Marine, makes the fol-
lowing reference to the settlement at Detroit: ''I
doubt not, my Lord, but you have been informed
of the excellence of the Detroit lands. That post
is considerable, well peopled, but three times more
families than it possesses could be easily located
there. The misfortune is that we have not enouo^h
of people in the colony. I shall make arrange-
ments to favor the settlement of two Sisters of
the Congregation at that post, to educate the
children, without costing the King a penny."^
In 1759, Bigot, the Intendant, stated that the
settlers of 1 750-1 had taken care of themselves
and been selling wheat since 1754, from which
time they had entailed no expense on the crown. ^
During the border war that was going on be-
tween the French and English, in the settlements
and regions between the Ohio and the Lakes, the
Detroit militia appear to have taken an active
1 10 N. Y. Doc, 263. 3 10 N. Y. Doc, 1048.
2 10 N. Y. Doc, 376.
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CHAP. VI.]  DET ROIT ENLARGED 1 0 7 
About this time the fort and stockade at 
Detroit were considerably enlarged .  I n  r 7 50, the 
Cheval ier  de Repentigny began his settlement, 
and bui l t  a fort at the Sau lt Ste . Marie. In  r 7 5 4, 
reference was made by Duquesne to h is  progress 
in that· work, which " was essen tial for stopping 
all the I ndians who came down from Lake 
Superior to go to Chou eguen ,  but  I do not hear 
that this post yields a great revenue . " 1  
I n  I 7 5 5 , Vaudreui l ,  writing to  France to Ma­
chaul t, the Min ister of the Marine, makes the fol­
lowing reference to the settlement at Detroit : " I  
doubt not, my Lord, but you have been informed 
of the excel lence of the Detroit lands .  That post 
is considerable, well peopled, but three times more 
famil ies than i t  possesses coul d  be easily located 
there .  The misfortune  is that we have not enough 
of people i n  the colony. I shall make arrange­
ments to favor the settlement  of two Sisters of 
the Congregation at that post, to educate the 
chi ldren ,  without costing the King a penny.  ' 2  
In 1 7 59 ,  Bigot, the In tendant, stated that the 
settlers of r 7 50- 1 had taken care of themselves 
and been sell ing wheat since I 7 5 4, from \\ hich 
time they had entai led no expense on the crown .3 
During the border war that was going on be ­
tween the French and English, i n  the settlement 
and regions between the Ohio and the Lakes the 
Detroit mi l i tia appear to have taken an active 
1 r o  N .  Y .  Doc. , 263 . 
2 I o  N. Y .  Doc. , 3 76. 
3 IO N. Y. Doc. , r n48. 
108 DIFFICULTIES WITH ENGLISH. [Chap VI.
part, and the number of French soldiers — apart
from the Indians — must have been quite large/
Hellestre was especially active, and commanded in
several sharp engagements. The Reports speak
of him repeatedly with very high encomiums. The
supplies for the operations on the Ohio, and in
Pennsylvania and Virginia, came largely from De-
troit.
Before hostilities broke out there was much
crimination and recrimination between the Cana-
dian Government and the English authorities in
New York, the former accusing British emissaries
with conspiring to assassinate the Commander at
Detroit, and the latter charging similar misdeeds
on the French/ The old dispute was also renewed
in regard to priority of claim to Detroit, which
had been so bitter in the early part of the century.^
Colden, Delancey, and Pownall, in various ways,
urged the necessity of getting control of this re-
gion."* Pownall referred to it at length in the
Albany Congress of 1754, which was intended to
unite the Ensflish colonies in a confederation for
general defence, and the management of their
common interests. ^
When the English performed the cruel deed
of banishincr the Acadians from their homes, and
scattering families as well as communities, with a
cold-blooded inhumanity that no excuse can miti-
1 10 N. Y. Doc , 425. 4 6 N. V. Doc, 990.
2 6 N. V. Doc, 105, 107, 489, 493, 579. 5 6 N. Y. Doc, 893.
3 6 N. Y. Doc, 743, 773, 731.
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1 08 DIFFICU LT I ES \ I TH ENGLIS H .  [CHAP V I .  
part, and the number of French sold iers-apart 
from the I nd ians-must have been qu ite large . 1  
Be l l estre was especially active, and commanded i n  
seve ral sharp engagements .  The Reports speak 
of him repeatedly wi th very high encomiums .  The 
suppl ies for the operation s on the · Ohio ,  and  i n  
Pennsylvania and V i rgin ia, came largely from De­
t ro i t .  
Before hosti l i t ies broke ou t there was much 
cr im i nation and rec rim ination between the Cana­
dian Government and the Engl ish au thorit ies in  
N ew York, the former  accus ing B ri tish em issaries 
w i th conspi ring to assass inate the Commander at 
De troit ,  and the latter charging s im ilar misdeeds 
on the Fren ch.2 The old dispu te was also renewed 
in regard to priori ty of claim to Detroit ,  which 
had been so bitte r in  the early part of the cen tu ry. 3 
Colden ,  Delancey, and Pownall ,  i n  various ways ,  
u rged the necessity of gett ing control of this re ­
gion.4  Pownall referred to i t  at l ength i n  the 
Albany Congress of r 7 5 4, which was in tended to 
un i te the Engl ish colon ies in a confederation for 
ge neral defence ,  and the management o f  thei r  
common in te rests . 5  
W hen the Engl ish performed the cruel deed 
of  ban ish ing the Acadians from thei r homes, and 
scattering famil ies as wel l  as commun i ties, with a 
cold-blooded inhumanity that no excuse can m iti-
I I O N .  Y .  D c '  42 5 . 
2 6 N .  \' . Doc. , 1 0 5 ,  1 07, 489, 493 , 5 79· 
3 6 N. Y. oc. , 743 , 7 7 3 ,  7 3 1 .  
{ 6 N .  Y .  Doc. , 990. 
s .6 N. Y. Doc. , 893. 
Chap VI.
SURRENDER 109
gate, some of the untortunate victims found a
refuge in Detroit, as well as in other French set-
tlements. The beautiful story of Evangeline is a
sad but not exaofcrerated tale of these atrocities.
As the war on the lower St. Lawrence drew
towards its close, Bellestre was chosen to take
charge of the post of Detroit,' and to gather in
all the western forces to preserve it at all events.
He had been in command there for some years,
but was too valuable a man to leave unemployed;
and so long as there was any service to be done
elsewhere he was given large powers. Vaudreuil,
in June, 1760, wrote to the French Minister
Berryer : " M, de Bellestre is preparing to receive
the English, who I think are not going to Detroit ;
it may cost them very dear, because all the na-
tions are disposed to join the French."^
But, on the 8th of September, 1 760, the whole
Province was surrendered. In November, 1760,
Major Robert Rogers, with a force consisting of
part of the 60th (Royal Americans) and 80th
regiments, appeared below the town and demanded
its surrender. The Commandant was justly aston-
ished, and in no way inclined to accept the truth
of the capitulation of a post he had been so care-
fully warned to defend. But the evidence was
unanswerable, and he was compelled to submit ;
and the British flag was raised over the astounded
settlement.
I 10 N. Y. Doc , 1093. 2 10 N. Y. Doc, 1094.
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CHAP VI . ] . U R R EN D ER . 1 09 
gate , ome of the u nfo rtu nate 1ct 1m · fou n d  a 
refuge i n  Detro i t, a wel l  as i n  oth e r  re n ch t­
tle m e n ts .  The beau t iful  sto ry of  Eva n e l i n e  i .  a 
sad bu t not exagge rated tale of these atroc i ti 
As th war on the lower t .  Lawre n c e  d r "' 
towards i ts close,  B el lestre was c hosen to take 
charge of the post of  Detro i t, 1 an d to gath e r  i n  
a l l  t h e  western fo rces t o  p re s e rve i t  at  a l l  ev n ts .  
H e  had b e e n  i n  com m and the re fo r  some year , 
bu t was too val u able a man to leav u n em ployed ; 
a n d  so  long as the re was any s e rv ice to be don 
elsewhe re he  was given l a rge powers .  Vau�r u i l  
i n  J u ne,  r 7 60, w rote t o  t h e  F rench M i n i ste r 
B e rrye r : " M .  de  B el lestre i s  p reparing to rece ive 
the E ngl ish ,  who I thi n k  a re n o t  going to Detro i t : 
i t  may cost them v e ry dear, because all the na­
t ion s  a re d is  posed to j o in  the F re n c h .  " 2 
B u t, o n  the 8 th o f  e p tem be r, r 7 60, t h  \Vhole 
Provin ce was s u rre n d e red.  In N ovem be r, r 7 60. 
M aj or Robe rt  Roge rs,  with a fo rce cons ist ing of 
part  of the 6oth ( Royal America n s )  and 8oth 
regi m e n ts ,  appeared below the tow n  and demanded 
i ts su rrender .  The Commanda n t  was ju stly asto n ­
ished,  and i n  n o  way i n cl i n ed t o  accept the tru th 
of the cap i tu lation o f  a po t he had bee n so car -
fu l ly warn ed to defe n d .  B u t  th  evide n ce wa s 
u na nswerable  a n d  h e  wa com pel l ed to u bm i t : 
and the B ri ti sh flag was raised ove r th e a tou n ded 
settl e m e n t. 
· r 1 0  N. Y. Doc. ,  1093. 2 10  N. Y. Doc. , 1094. 
110 PIQUOTE DE BELLESTRE. [Chap. VJ.
Francois Marie, commonly called and signing
himself Piquote de Bellestre, was so highly es-
teemed by the French authorities, that it seems
strange to find him spoken of lightly by some of
our writers as a fanfaron and a man of small
account. There are few names so often and so
honorably mentioned during the period of his
entire manhood. He was head of one of the
oldest houses of Canada, and was a Knight of St.
Louis. Immediately after the organization of the
Legislative Council of Lower Canada, under the
Royal proclamation of 1763, he was made one of
its m'embers, and was also Superintendent of
Public Ways. In 1775, the Canadian noblesse
were enrolled under his command, and he did
notable service to the British, in opposing the
American invasion at St. Jean, for which he
received public thanks from the commanding gen-
eral. He lived to a good old age, and saw the
inauguration of the new government of Lower
Canada in 1791. He left no son. His daughter
married Major Mc Donell, of the British Army.
As the last of the French Commanders, he
deserves a prominent place in the History of
Michigan.
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1 1 0  PI QUOTE DE BELLES TR E. (CHAP. V J .  
F ranc;ois Marie, commonly called and signing 
h imself Piquote de Bel lestre, was so h ighly es­
teemed by the French authori ties, that it seems 
strange to find him spoken of  l ightly by some of 
our writers as a fanfaron and a man of small 
account. There are few names so often and so 
honorably mentioned du ring the period of his 
ent ire manhood. He was head of one of the 
oldest houses of Canada, and was a Knight of St. 
Lou is .  Immediately after the organization of the 
Legislative Counc i l  of Lower Canada, u nder the 
Royal p roclamation of r 7 63 ,  he was made one of 
i ts members, and was also Superi n tendent of 
Public Ways. In  1 7 7 5 ,  the Canadian noblesse 
were enrolled u nder his command, and he did 
notable service to the Brit ish, in  opposing the 
American i nvasion at St. J ean, for which he 
received publ ic  thanks from the commanding gen­
eral .  H e  l ived to a good old age, and saw the 
i naugu ration of the new government of Lower 
Canada in  r 7 9 r .  H e  left no son.  H is daughter 
married Major  Mc Donel l ,  of the B ri tish Army. 
As the last of the French Commanders ,  he 
deserves a p rominent place in the H istory of 
M ichigan .  
CHAPTER VII.
MICHIGAN UNDER BRITISH MILITARY RULE.
The assumption of possession of Michigan by
the EngHsh, when there was but a single town,
properly so called, and when the settlers near it
were few in number, and all within a line of ten
miles long, did not give occasion for any imme-
diate change of legal systems. In fact there was
so little for law to operate upon, that the people
knew nothing about its niceties. By the articles
of capitulation of Montreal, those Frenchmen who
chose to do so could leave the colony, and,
under some limitations, dispose of their estates.
Repentigny would not stay in America, but w^ent
to France, and his infant colony almost disap-
peared. In May, 1762, Alexander Henry found
there a stockaded fort and four houses, which
had formerly been used by the Governor, inter-
preter and garrison. At this time there remained
but one family, that of Mr. Cadotte, the inter-
preter, whose wife was a Chippew^a. During that
season Lieutenant Jamette arrived with a small
detachment to garrison the fort. In December of
that year, all but one of the houses were burned.
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C H A P T E R V I I . 
M I C H I GAN U N DE R  BR ITISH M I LI TARY RULE.  
THE assumption of possess ion of M ichigan by 
the Engl ish, when there was bu t a s ingle town ,  
properly so cal led, and when the settlers near i t  
were few in  number, and al l  with in  a l ine of ten 
m iles long, did not give occas ion for any imme­
diate change of legal systems. In  fact there was 
so l i ttle for law to operate upon, that the people 
knew noth ing abou t i ts n iceties. By the arti cles 
of capi tu lation of Montreal, those Frenchmen who 
chose to do so could leave the colony. and 
u nder some l imi tations, d ispose of the ir  estates .  
Repentigny wou ld not stay in  America, bu t wen t 
to France, and h is  infant  colony almost disap­
peared . In May, I 762 ,  Alexander H enry fou nd 
there a stockaded fort and fou r houses ,  wh ich 
had formerly been u sed by the Governor, in ter­
preter and garrison . At this t ime there remained 
bu t one family, that of Mr. Cadotte, the i n ter­
preter, whose wife was a Chippewa. During that 
season Lieu tenant Jamette arrived with a small 
detachment to garrison the fort. In December of 
that year, al l  but one of the houses were burned, 
112 MACKINAW. DETROIT. [Chap. VII.
and a part of the stockade, which was just below
the rapids.
The Island of Michilimackinac was at this
time the seat of a Chippewa village. The fort
was, where it had been in Charlevoix's time, south
of the strait. When the French ^farrison aban-
doned it, there was a time during which it was
not looked after at all; but there were some
French inhabitants. The fort was built of cedar
pickets, and had an area of two acres. It stood
so near the beach that the waves beat against
the stockade in a high wind. Within the enclosure
were thirty neat and commodious houses, and a
church. There were two small brass cannon
which had been captured by the Canadians on
some raid in the Hudson's Bay country.'
The population of Detroit and its vicinage
has been variously estimated. Rogers estimated it
at 2,500, with 300 dwellings. Croghan, in 1764,
says there were * 300 or 400 families. There must
have been a considerable settlement, as a large
force was sent up and quartered there until re-
duced by detachments. All the accounts are
somewhat unreliable as they seldom define the ex-
tent of the settlement. Very few, if any, of the
population left the country after the surrender.
Some went to Illinois. Bellestre and his garrison
were escorted to the East. The settlement was
on both sides of the Strait, extending to Lake St.
Clair.
I Henry, 40, 41.
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1 1 2  MACKI N AW. D ETRO IT. [CHAP. VII .  
and a part of the stockade, which was j u st below 
the rapids. 
The Is land of Michi l imackinac was at this 
time the seat of a Chippewa vi l lage . The fort 
was, where i t  had been i n  Charlevoix ' s t ime , sou th 
of  the strait .  When the French garrison aban­
doned i t, there was a time  during which it was 
not looked after at al l ; but there were some 
French i nhabitants .  The fort was bui l t  of cedar 
pickets ,  and had an area of two acres. I t  s tood 
so near the beach that the waves beat against 
the s tockade in a h igh wind.  With in  the enclosure 
were thi rty neat and commodious houses, and a 
church . There were two small brass cannon 
which had been captured by the Canadians on 
some raid in the Hudson ' s  Bay cou ntry. 1 
The population  of Detroit  and its vic inage 
has been variously estimated . Rogers estimated i t  
at 2 , 500, with 300 dwel l ings . Croghan, i n  I 7 64, 
ays there were " 300 or 400 famil ies .  There must 
have been a con siderable settlement, as a large 
force was sent  up and quartered there u nti l  re ­
duced by detachments. All the accoun ts are 
somewhat u n rel iable as they seldom define the ex­
ten t  of the settlement. Very few, i f  any, of the 
population left the coun try after the surrender. 
Some wen t  to I l l inois .  Bel lestre and his garrison 
were escorted to the East .  The settlement  was 
on both s ide of the Strai t, extending to Lake St .  
Clair. 
x H enry, 40, 4 1 .  
Chap. VII.] PANIS. BUFFALOES. 113
There were in this, as in other parts of the
colony, a good many slaves. A very few were of
African descent. Most were Pams or Pawnees,
who were originally captives brought by the hi-
dians from the west and south, and most of
them belonging to distant tribes. Such captives
included Cherokees, Choctaws, Pawnees, Osaoes,
and some others, but the name Pani was applied
to all Indians in slavery. The treaty of peace
secured the title to these servants as of other
property, and the old records contain many refer-
ences to them and conveyances of them. They
continued to be kept after the American posses-
sion, and the last of the race that our generation
has known was (though not then a slave) in the
service of Governor Woodbridge a few years
since."
At the time of the change of sovereignty, in
1760, the wilderness had not been encroached
upon, and, besides a great abundance of other game,
buffaloes were very numerous in the Lower Penin-
sula, and for many years after were found in herds
along the River Raisin, and all through the oak
opening and prairie country.
The Treaty of Peace was not signed until
1763. Till then no regulations were adopted by
the Crown for the government of the country,
and it was under the control of General Gaoe ;
o
I Judge Burnet, in his '' Notes on the Northwest," speaks of the Detroit
Pawnee servants as exceptionally good and docile.
8
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CHAP. V I I . ]  PAN IS. BUFFALOE · .  1 1 3  
There were i n  th is ,  as in other part of the 
colony, a good many slaves. A very few we r of 
African cl.escent. Most were Pan£s or Pawnees, 
who were original l y  captive brought by th e In ­
dians from the west and sou th ,  and most of 
them belonging to distant  tribes .  Such captives 
i ncluded Cherokees, Choctaws, Pawnees, Osages 
and some others, bu t the name Pani was appl ied 
to all I ndians i n  s lavery. The treaty of peace 
secured the title to these servants as of othe r 
property, and the old records contai n many refer­
ences to them and conveyances of them.  They 
con tinued to be kept afte r the American posses­
s ion ,  and the last of the race that ou r generation 
has known was (though not then a slave) in the 
service of Governor Woodbridge a few years 
s ince .  1 
At  the time of the change of sovere ignty, m 
I 7 60, the wil derness had not been encroached 
upon , and, besides a great abu ndance of other game, 
buffaloes were very numerous i n  the Lower Penin­
su la, and for many years afte r were found in  herds 
along the River Raisin , and all through the oak 
opening and prairie cou ntry. 
The Treaty of Peace was not signed u nti l 
I 7 63 .  Til l  then no regulations \\ ere adopted by 
the Crown for the government of the cou ntry, 
and it was u nder the control of General Ga ·e ; 
r J udge Burnet,  i n  h i ,  '' Notes on the or�hwe t,' '  . peak ut t h e  Det ro i t  
Pawnee servant a ex cepti onally good a n d  docile. 
8 
114 CHARERT DE JONCAIRE. [Chap. VII.
but he was much aided by the judicious counsels
of Sir WiUiam Johnson, whose advice was always
honest and generally wise, but not always heeded.
The most active and intelligent Frenchman of
consequence, who continued in this part of the
country, was the Chevalier Chabert de Joncaire, a
celebrated partisan leader among the French, who
had great influence with the Senecas, and acted
on occasion as interpreter. He was an object of
suspicion to the English after the conquest, and
received frequent mention in the reports. He
afterwards became an officer in the British service,
and was active among the Indians in the British
interest during Wayne's campaign. After the
Americans took possession, he was always reckoned
a worthy citizen, and was one of the first dele-
gates from Wayne County to the Legislature of
the Territory Northwest of the Ohio, in 1799. He
was then generally known as Colonel Chabert,
though using for his signature his name of Jon-
caire.^
As soon as Montreal capitulated, Major Rob-
ert Rogers, who had gained reputation as a par-
tisan ranger, was appointed to accompany the
detachments which were to take possession of the
western posts. A large part of the forces con-
sisted of several companies of the 60th or Royal
I His father and grandfather, like himself, appear to have had much to
do with the Senecas and other New York Indians, and to have acted as
agents and interpreters in some of their negotiations His name seems to
have puzzled both Dutch and English, who write it sometimes as JohnCoeur,
and Jean Caire, but seldom correctly.
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1 1 4 CHABERT DE JONCA I R E. (CHAP. V I I .  
but he was much aided by the j udicious counsels 
of Sir Wi l l iam Johnson,  whose advice was always 
honest and generally w ise ,  bu t not always heeded .  
The most active and in tel l igent  Frenchman of  
consequence, who continued i n  this part of the 
cou ntry, was the Cheval ier  Cha be rt de J onca ire, a 
celebrated parti san leader among the French ,  who 
had great influence with the Senecas, and acted 
on occasion as i n terprete r. H e  was an object  of 
suspic ion to the English afte r the conquest, and 
received frequent  mention in the reports. He  
afte rwards became an officer in  the B ri tish service, 
and was active among the I ndians in the B ri tish 
in terest duri ng Wayne 's  campaign.  Afte r the 
Americans took possession ,  he was always reckoned 
a worthy cit izen, and was one of the first dele­
gates from Wayne Coun ty to the Legislature of 
the Territory Northwest of  the Ohio, in r 799.  H e  
was then general ly known as Colonel Chabert, 
though usmg for h is  s ignatu re h is  name of J on­
cai re . 1  
As soon as Montreal capitu lated, l\1ajor Rob­
ert Rogers, who had gai ned reputation as a par­
tisan ranger, was appointed to accompany the 
detachments which were to take possess ion of the 
western posts. A large part of the forces con­
s isted of  several compan ies of the 6oth or  Royal 
r His fath er and grandfather, l ike h i msel f, appear to have h ad m uch to 
do with the Senecas and ot her New York I n d i ans,  and to h ave a ct ed as 
agents and in terpreters i n  some of their  negot i at i ons H i s  name seems to 
have puzzled both D utch and Engl ish,  who wri te i t  sometimes as John C re ur, 
and Jean C aire, but seldom correctly.  
Chap. VII. J ROYAL AMERICANS. 115
American Regiment, officered cliiefly by American
gentlemen from New York and other Eastern
colonies, several of them of Scottish birth or des-
cent. Colonel George Croghan, who had long
experience with the Indians, accompanied the ex-
pedition. On their way up in Ohio, near Cuya-
hoga River, they encountered Pontiac, the great
chief of the Ottawas, who had for more :han
twenty years kept his village a litde above Detroit,
on the eastern side of the river. After a parley
he parted with them peaceably, and with apparent
friendliness. In November, 1760, as before men-
tioned, after some difficulty in persuading Bellestre
that the Province had capitulated, Rogers took
possession of De'troit.
The officers of the 60th seem to have been
much better qualified to deal with the Indians
than some of their associates. Sir William John-
son, whose correspondence on Indian affairs marks
him as a just man, repeats over and over again
his complaints that the hostility pf the Indians
was originally excited and always kept up, by the
arrogance and insolence of the English. In 1768.
reviewing the course of the past few years, he re-
curred to this in reference to the Pondac War.'
And it is mentioned in one of the Reports, that
on the first expedition this spirit was offensively
manifest. Rogers and Croghan were better skilled
in dealinor with the savao^es, and the officers of the
60th were generally well thought of in the coun-
I 8 N. Y. Doc, 85.
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CHAP. V I I . J ROYAL Al\1 ERICAN S .  1 5 
Ame rican Regi ment, office red chiefly by Ame rican 
gen tlemen from N ew Yo rk and othe r Eastern 
col o nies ,  seve ral of  them of  Scottis h  bi rth or des­
cent.  Colonel Geo rge C roghan,  who had long 
exp e rience w i th the I nd ians ,  acco m panied the ex­
pedit ion .  On the i r  way up in Ohio, near Cuya­
hoga R ive r, they e n cou n te red Pon tiac, the great 
ch ief  of the O ttawas, who had for m o re ·-han 
twe n ty years kept h is  v i l lage a l i ttle above D e troit , 
o n  the easte rn s ide of the r iver.  A fte r a pa rley 
he parted with the m  peaceably, and w i th appare n t  
friendl iness .  I n  N ovembe r, r 7 60, as before m e n ­
t ioned,  afte r  som e d i fficul ty i n  persuading Bel lestre 
that  the P rovince had capi tu lated,  Rogers took 
possess ion o( Detro i t. 
The office rs of  the 6oth seem to have been 
m u ch better qual ified to deal  with the I ndians 
than some o f  the i r  associates.  Sir  \�! il l iam J ohn­
son,  whose correspon dence o n  I n di a n  affa i rs marks 
him as a j u s t  man,  repeats over and ove r again  
h is  compla i n ts that the  hosti l i ty of  the I ndians 
was o rigi nal ly  excited and always kept  u p, b) the 
arrogan ce and i nsolence of  the Engl ish .  In 1 7 68 .  
reviewing the cou rse of the past few year , he re­
cu rred to this  i n  refe re nce to the Pon tiac \\ ar. 1  
And i t  i s  m e n tioned i n  o n e  o f  the Repo rt , that 
on the first  expedit ion thi s  spir i t  was offe n s i  ely 
manifest. Rogers and C roghan we re be tte r skil led 
in deal i ng w i th the savages,  and the office rs of  the 
6oth we re ge n e rally well  though t  of in the cou n-
1 8 N. Y. Doc. , 8 5 .  
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DETROIT TRADERS. [Chap. VII.
try. Some of them, however, knew very little of
the Indians.
Captain Donald Campbell, of the 6oth, was
made first commandant, and continued in command
till superseded by Major Gladwin, his superior in
rank, in 1763.
Immediately in the train of the expedition,
came traders from Albany, who got a very early
foothold in the country. They were mostly Dutch,
and bore names still familiar in New York. There
were also some roving English traders, whom Sir
William Johnson refers to with much bitterness.
In his elaborate Review, of September, 1767, he
mentions numerous instances of the mischief done
by the greedy and unscrupulous adventurers, who
cheated and deceived the Indians and made all
Englishmen obnoxious to the savages.'
The greatest number of permanent traders
who finally settled in Detroit were of Scottish
birth or origin, and their eastern connections were
principally with Schenectady and Albany. These
gentlemen obtained and kept a great ascendancy
among the Indians. They came mostly after the
Pontiac war.
Sir Jeffery Amherst stated in 1762, that up to
that time trade had been entirely free.^ It appears,
however, that passes were required to go into the
Indian country, but they were at first granted al-
.most as a matter of course. Under the King's
I 7 N. Y. Doc , 953, et seq. 2 7 N. Y. Doc, 508.
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1 1 6 D ET R O IT T RADERS.  [CHAP. V I I .  
try .  Some of them, howeve r, knew ve ry l i tt le of  
the I ndians .  
Captai n Donald Campbel l ,  of the 6oth, was 
made fi rst  commandant, and con tinued i n  command 
t i l l  superseded by Major  Gladwin ,  h is  supenor m 
rank, i n  1 7 63 . 
Immediately m the tra in  of the expedit ion ,  
came traders from Albany, who got a very early 
foothold in the cou ntry. They we re mostly Dutch,  
and bore names st i l l  fami l iar in New York .  There 
were also some rov ing Engl ish traders, whom S i r  
Wi l l iam Johnson refers to  with much b i tterness .  
In h is  e laborate Review. of  September, r 7 67 ,  h� 
mentions numerous  i nstances of the m ischief done 
by the greedy and u nscrupu lous  adventu rers, who 
cheated and deceived the I nd ians and made al l  
Englishmen obnoxious to the savages . 1  
The greatest number of · pe rmanent  traders 
who fi nal ly settl ed i n  Detro i t  were of Scottish 
b irth or  origin ,  and the i r  eastern connections were 
p rincipally with Schenectady and Albany. These 
gen tlemen obta ined and kept a great ascendancy 
among the I ndians .  They came mostly after the 
Pontiac war. 
S i r  J effery Amherst  s tated in I 7 62 ,  that up to 
that time trade had been ent i rely free .2 It appears, 
however, that passes were requ i red to go in to the 
Indian country, ·bu t they were at first  gran ted al­
most as a matter of cou rse .  Under the K ing's 
1 7 N. Y. Doc , 953,  e t  seq. 2 7 N .  Y. Doc. , 508. 
Chap VII.] TREATY RIGHTS. 117
proclamation of 1763, they issued to all who gave
security/ The Albany merchants appear to have
been quite arrogant in their claims.^
While the access to Detroit was made easy, very
few were allowed to go into the upper country.
The French who remained in that remon, as well
as in the Illinois country and Detroit, were not
contented, and were in many instances very active
in stirring up the Indians. As early as June, 1761,
General Gage had discovered that Pontiac was
busy in the French interest, and Alexander Henry
on this account had great trouble in procuring
permission to go to Mackinaw.^ The Indians did
not regard themselves as subject to be disposed
of by French and English treaties, and were very
partial to their old friends.
A period of eighteen months after the Definit-
ive Treaty of 1763 was allowed to the inhabitants,
to determine whether to remain in the colony or
remove to France ; and they were allowed to sell
their lands, on such removal, to British subjects.
Many Acadians had come into Canada to escape
the oppression which they had met at home, and,
efforts were made to secure to them the same
terms given to the Canadians ; but the preliminary
capitulation rejected these, and left them in many
respects at the mercy of the British. The Definit-
ive Treaty seems to have put them all on sub-
stantially the same footing, and it is not known
1 7 N. Y. Doc, 535, 637. • 3 Henry, ii.
2 7 N. Y. Doc, 613.
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CHAP V1I . ]  T R EATY RIGHT . 1 1 7  
proclamation of I 7 63 ,  they issued to all who gave 
security . 1  The Albany merchants appear to have 
been qu i te arrogant  i n  the ir  cla ims .2 
While the access to Detro i t  was made easy, very 
few were al lowed to go in to the upper country .  
The French who remained in that region ,  as well 
as in the I l l ino is  country an d Detro i t, were not 
con tented, and were in many i nstances very active 
in st i rring up the Ind ians .  As early as J une ,  I 7 6 I ,  
General Gage had d iscovered that Pontiac was 
busy in the French i nterest, and Alexander Henry 
on this accoun t  had great trouble in procu ring 
permiss ion to go to Mack inaw.3 The I ndians d id 
not  regard themselves as subject to be d isposed 
of by French and Engl ish treaties, and were very 
partial to thei r  old friends .  
A period of e ighteen months after the Defin i t­
ive Treaty of I 7 63 \Vas al lowed to the inhabitants, 
to determine whether to remain i n  the colony or  
remove to F ranee ; and they were allowed to sell 
the ir  lands, on such removal, to Bri tish subjects. 
Many Acadians had come in to Canada to escape 
the oppress ion which they had met at  home, arid. 
efforts were made to secure to them the same 
terms given to the Canadians ; bu t the prel iminary 
capitu lation rejected these, and left them in man) 
respects at  the mercy of the B rit ish .  fhe Defini t­
ive Treaty seem to have put  them all on sub­
stantial ly the same footi ng, and i t  i s  not known 
1 7 N .  Y .  Doc. , 535,  63 7. 
2 7 N. Y .  Doc. , 6 1 3 .  
3 Henry, I 1 .  
Il8 FRENCH DISAFFECtlON. [Chap. Vtt.
that any difference was afterwards made between
them. The inhabitants of French descent for a
lonor time regarded themselves as treated with
quite impartial harshness.
The French inhabitants had hoped that Canada
might be restored to France. In 1763, a plan of
insurrection is found to have been communicated
to the French Government/ but there was little
material except Indians to work with, since the
French officers had then mostly left the country.
Nevertheless, there is no doubt the interval
between the fall of Montreal and the final pacifi-
cation of Canada, was filled with plots and schemes
to shake off the English yoke. Joncaire was very
active, and others less noted. The garrison and
traders in Detroit, in their correspondence, show
a very uneasy feeling in regard to their Canadian
neighbors, who were unmistakably disgusted with
the chancre of eovernment, althoucrh havinor no
particular reason for ill-will against their own
garrison. Sir William Johnson, when in Detroit,
in 1 761, did what he could to secure a pleasant
state of things with the tribes, but went home full
of misgivings.^ When Alexander Henry went to
the upper country that year, he found it necessary
to disguise himself* to save his life from the savages;
and even at Mackinaw he was in constant
danger until the troops came up under Ether-
ington and Leslie. Lieutenant Gorrell, who was
sent on to Green Bay with the same expedition,
1 10 N. Y. Doc, 1 157. 2 7 N. Y. Doc, 525, 575.
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1 1 8  FR ENCH D I �AFFECtI ON.  [CHAP. Vit .  
that any difference was afterwards made between 
them.  The inhabitants of French descent  for a 
long t ime regarded themselves as treated with 
qu i te impartial harshnes�. 
The French inhabi tants had hoped that Canada 
might be restored to France.  I n  I 7 63 ,  a plan of  
i nsu rrection is  found to have been commun icated 
to the French Government, 1  bu t the re was l i ttle 
material except I ndians to work wi th,  s ince the 
French officers had then mostly left the country. 
Nevertheless ,  there 1s  no  doubt the i n terval 
between the fall of Montreal and the final pacifi­
cation of Canada, was fi l led with plots and schemes 
to shake off the Engl ish yoke.  J onca ire was very 
active,' and others less noted . The garrison and 
traders in Detroit, in the i r  correspondence, show 
a very u neasy fee l ing in regard to the i r  Canadian 
ne ighbors, who were unmistakably d isgusted with 
the change of  government, al though hav ing no 
particular reason for i l l -wi l l  against the i r  own 
garrison .  Sir Wi l l iam Johnson, when in Detro i t, 
i n  r 7 6 1 , did what he cou ld  to secure a pleasant 
.state of things w i th the tribes, but went home ful l  
of misgivings .2 When Alexander Henry �ent to 
the upper country that year, he fou nd it necessary 
to disgu ise h imself to save h is  l i fe from the savages ; 
and even at Mackinaw he was m constant  
danger unti l  the troops came up  u nder Ether­
i ngton and Les l ie .  L ieu tenant Gorrel l ,  who was 
sent on to Green Bay with the same expedition ,  
.1 1 0  N .  Y .  Doc., u 5 7.  2 7 N .  Y .  Doc. , 525, 5 75 . 
Chap. VII.] CONDUCT OF THE INDIANS. 119
found himself unable to meet the demands of the
Indians for what they claimed to be the customary
presents; and the Commandant at Detroit had,
not means to supply him. The Green Bay Indians,
however, were from the first quite friendly, while
the deadliest hatred towards the English was
among the Chippewas. The northern Ottawas,
whom we generally in later times have been
accustomed to regard as practically united with
the latter, were then not so disposed, and in more
than one instance prevented the Chippewas from
doinof mischief. The conduct of the Sakis or Sacs
and Ottawas at L'Arbre Croche in befriending
Captain Etherington and Gorrell, with their asso-
ciates, after the massacre at Mackinaw, in 1763,
was very v/armly commended by Sir William John-
son and the colonial office.' Pontiac himself was
a chief of the Ottawas, and his band adhered to
him ; but they were a more humane and civil-
ized race than the Chippewas, and the northern
Ottawas were not always in the closest relations
with all of the other bands. Some doubts have
been expressed by careless writers about Pontiac's
tribal relations. But in the Mission Records of
1 742 he is mentioned as chief of the Ottawas,
near Detroit. A chief of the same name — per-
haps a relative — is found among the Ottawa signers
of the treaty made at the Miami Rapids in 181 7,
though his reputed nephew, the celebrated cen-
tenarian Okemos, was a chief of the Chippewas.
I Gorrell's Narrative. 7 N. Y. Doc, 543, 552, 561.
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CHAP. V I I . ]  CONDUCT O F  T H E  I N D!AN S.  1 1 9 
found himself u nable to meet the demands of the 
I ndians for what they claimed to be the customary 
presents ; and the Commandan t  at ·Detroit had 
not  means to su pply h im.  The Green Bay I ndians, 
however, were from the first qu i te friendly, while 
the deadl iest hatred toward the Engl i h was 
among the Chippewas. The northern Ottawas, 
whom we generally in late r t imes have been 
accustomed to regard as practical ly un i ted wi th 
the latter, were then not  so d isposed, and in more 
than one instance prevented the Chippewas from 
doing mischief. The conduct of the Sakis or Sacs 
and Ottawas at  L' Arbre Croche in befriending 
Captain Etherington and Gorrel l ,  wi th the ir  asso­
c iates, after the massacre at Mackinaw, in r 7 63 ,  
was very warmly commended by S i r  Wi l l iam John­
son and the colon ial office. 1 Pontiac h imself was 
a chief of the Otta was, and his band adhered to 
him ; but they were a more humane and civi l­
ized race than the Chippewas, and the northern 
Ottawas were not  always in  the closest relations 
with al l  of the other bands. Some doubts have 
been expressed by careless wri ters abou t Pontiac 's 
tribal relations .  Bu t  i n  the M ission Records of 
r 7 42 he is mentioned as ch ief of the Ottawas, 
near Detroit .  A chief of the same name-per­
haps a relative-is found amon the Ottawa i0 ners 
of the treaty made at the M iami Rapids in  r r 7 ,  
though his repu ted nephew, the celebrated cen­
tenarian Okemos, was a chi f of the Chippewas. 
1 Gorrel l's Narrative. 7 N .  Y. Doc. , 543, 5 5 2 ,  5 6 1 .  
120 PONTIAC. [Chap. Vtl.
In 1766, Pontiac executed alone, on behalf of the
Ottawa Nation, a conveyance to Doctor George
Christian Anthon,' of land adjoining his village.
As this was done at a public treaty, at the time
when he made his peace with the English, and in
presence of Colonel Croghan, the Indian Superin-
tendent, and Colonel Campbell, the Commander of
Detroit, there can be no question of his tribal
position.
Except for the uneasiness concerning the schemes
of Pontiac, there seems to have been nothing im-
portant in the affairs of Michigan at this period.
The history of his final assault upon the western
posts, and its terrible success at all of them except
Detroit, has been made familiar by the fascinating
pages of Mr. Parkman. The only occupied points
in the territory now belonging to Michigan were
St. Joseph, Mackinaw and Detroit. The wSault Ste.
Marie had been abandoned before the outbreak.
St. Joseph was held by an ensign and fourteen men,
who were suddenly attacked by the Potawatamies
on the 25th of May, 1763, and all but Ensign
Schlosser and three men were tomahawked.
These four were taken to Detroit and exchanged.
At Mackinaw, Captain Etherington, in spite of the
plainest and surest warnings, neglected all precau-
tions, and was entrapped by a simple contrivance.
I This grant was made in token of the good will of the Nation to Doc-
tor Anthon, probably for his medical services. He was father of the emin-
ent scholars Henry, Charles and John Anthon, of New York, some of whom
were natives of Detroit.
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1 20 PONTIAC. [CHAP. Vi l .  
I n  r 7 66, Pontiac execu ted alone,  on behalf of the 
Ottawa Nation ,  a conveyance to Doctor George 
Christian Anthon, 1  of land adjoi n ing his v i l lage . 
As th is was done at a publ ic  treaty, at  the t ime 
when he made h is  peace with the Engl i sh ,  and i n  
pr  se nce of  Colonel Croghan, the I ndian Superin­
tendent, and Colonel  Campbell ,  the Commander of 
Detroit, there can be no question of h is  tribal 
position . 
Except for the u neasi ness concern ing the schemes 
of Pon tiac, there seems to have been noth ing im­
portant  in the affairs of M ich igan at this period . 
The history of h is  fi nal assault  upon the western 
posts, and i ts terrible success at al l of them except 
Detroit, has been  made fami l iar by the fascinating 
pages of M r. Parkman . The only occupied po ints 
i n  the te rri tory n ow belonging to M ichigan were 
St. J oseph, Mack inaw and Detro i t . The Sau l t  Ste. 
Marie had been aban doned before the outbreak.  
St .  J oseph was held by an ensign and fourteen men ,  
who were suddenly attacked by the Potawatamies 
on the 2 5 th of  M ay, r 7 63 ,  and all . but Ens ign 
Schlosser and three men were tomahawked. 
These fou r were taken  to Detro i t  and exchanged. 
At l\!Iackinaw, Capta in Etherington ,  i n  sp i te of  the 
plainest  and su rest warnings, neglected all precau­
tions , and was entrapped by a simple contrivance .  
1 Th i s  grant was m ad e  i n  token o f  t h e  good w i l l  of t he Nation to  Doc­
tor A n th o n ,  probably for bis medi cal serv i cec:. He was fat her of the emin­
ent schul ars H e nry ,  Charles and J ohn A n th o n ,  of New York , some of whom 
were nati ves of Detroi t .  
Chap. Vll.] MASSACRE AT MACKINAW. 121
The Indians organized a great game oibaggattaway,^
or la crosse, (named from the long handled net
or racket with which the ball is thrown to a
great distance.) In this game there are two posts
or goals at a long distance apart, and the two
parties each seek to drive the ball to opposite
points. Etherington was leisurely observing the
game (on which he had laid wagers) and, as if
by chance, the ball was thrown into the fort, and
the Indians rushed in pell mell" after it. Once
within the fort, they began the slaughter. Ether-
ington and Lieutenant Leslie, with a handful of
men, were hurried away as prisoners, together
with Mr. Bostwick, a trader who had preceded
Henry, and Father Jonois, the missionary at
L'Arbre Croche. Henry was concealed by a
Pani woman in the garret of Mr. Lanelade, a
Frenchman, who was an off-shoot of the distin-
guished colonial family of that name, but who
showed an utter want of common humanity in
his dealings with the unfortunate fugitive. He
was finally saved by the intercession of an Indian
named Wawatam, who had become attached to him
and adopted him as his brother. The Jesuit mis-
1 Pagaadowan. The Indian crosier or raquette, with which the game is
played. Pagaadoivewin \\i^ g?iXi^^ '\i?>€i{.— Baraga. The l)all is called ///{■-
wakwad.—Id. The raquette resembles a long handled battledore. Charle-
voix describes two games of ball with these implements — Letter 22.
2 There was one fashion of playing the old English game of pall mall
with a racket, and this term pell-mell may have been derived from the con-
fused rush which is always made for the ball in such games, as in the game
of shinty, {viilgo shinny.) See quotations under " Pall Mall " in Richard-
son* s Dictionary.
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CHAP. Vil .] MASSACRE AT M ACKINAW . 1 2 1  
The I ndians organized a great game of  baggattaway,1 
or la crosse, (named from the long handled net 
or racket with which the ball is thrown to a 
great distance . )  In  this game there are two posts 
or goals at a long distance apart, and the two 
parties each seek to drive the bal l to opposite 
points .  Etherington was le isu rely observing the 
game (on which he had laid wagers) and, ·as if 
by chance, the ball was thrown in to the fort, and 
the I ndians rushed in pel l  mel l2 afte r it .  Once 
within the fort, they began the slaughter. Ether­
i ngton and Lieutenant  Lesl ie, with a handful  of 
men ,  ;vere hurried away as prisoners, together  
with M r. Bostwick, a trader  who had preceded 
H en ry, and Father J onois ,  the missionary at 
L'Arbre Croche. H enry was concealed by a 
Pani  woman in  the garret of M r. Langlade, a 
Frenchman, who was an off-shoot of the d istin­
gu ished colon ial family of that name, but  who 
showed an u tter want of common humanity in  
h is  deal ings wi th the u nfortu nate fugitive. He 
was ·finally saved by the in tercession of an I ndian 
named \!Vawatam, who had become attached to him 
and adopted him as his brother. The J esuit  mis-
1 Pagaadowan. The Indi an cro ier or  raquette, with which the  ame is  
p layed. Pagaadowewin the game itself. -Baraga . The bal l i cal l ed jzl•­
wakwad.-.ld. The raquette resembles a l ong handled battledore . Charle­
voix describes two games of bal l  with t hese implements -Letter 22.  
2 There was one fashion of  play ing the old Engl ish game f pall mall 
with a racket, and th is  term ;oell-me!/ m ay have been derived fr m the con­
fused ru h which is alway made for the ball in such game , a in the �ame 
of s!tinty, (vulgo shinny. ) See quotations under " Pal l  Mall ' in  Ric!tard­
son1 s Dutionary. 
122
RESCUE OF PRISONERS. [Chap. VII.
sionary, who was a good and sensible man, was
sent to Detroit with messages to Major Gladwin.
Henry was taken to the Island of Mackinaw, and
concealed for a time in Scull Cave. He was
afterwards taken safely to the lower lakes. The
other captives were carried to L'Arbre Croche,
and kindly treated. During this carnival of cru-
elty, the bodies of the slain were boiled and
eaten by the Indians, and Henry's friend Wawa-
tam partook of the horrid feast.
Etherington managed to send a letter to
Lieutenant Gorrell, at Green Bay. That gallant
officer gathered a force of friendly Indians, and
set out to the rescue of his comrades. ^He
stopped near Beaver Island, expecting to find
them there. He was met by a canoe sent out
from L'Arbre Croche, and then pushed on to
meet them at that place. By the good offices of
the Ottawas, who would not let the Chippewas
stop or injure them, they were all enabled to
reach Montreal.'
In these massacres the French were left un-
harmed, and were evidently on good terms with
the Indians. Some of them showed the qualities
which become Christian and civilized people.
Some of them betrayed no signs of humanity. It
is wonderful to see how often both Frenchmen
and Englishmen on the borders have not only
tolerated but encouraofed Indian barbarities ao^ainst
the whites. The period between the beginning
» Gorrell's Narrative.
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1 22 R ESCUE OF PR ISONERS. LCHAP. Vif .  
. s ionary, who was a good and sensible man,  was 
sent to Detro i t  with messages to Maj or Gladwin .  
H enry was taken to  the Is land of Mackinaw, and 
concealed for  a t ime in  Scu l l  Cave.  He was 
afte rwards taken safely to the lower lakes .  The 
othe r captives were carried to L' Arbre Croche, 
and k indly treated . Du ring th is carn ival of cru­
e l ty, the bod ies of the slain were boil ed and 
eaten by the I nd ians, and H enry's friend Wawa­
tam partook of the horrid feast. 
Etherington managed to send a letter to 
Lieu tenant Gorrel l ,  at Green Bay. That gallant 
officer gathered a force of friendly I ndians, and 
set  out  to the rescue of his comrades. "H e  
stopped near Beaver I sland, expecting to find 
them there. He was met by a canoe sent out 
from L'Arbre Croche, and then pu shed on to 
meet them at that place. By the good offices of 
the O ttawas, who would not  le t  the Chippewas 
stop or  inj u re them,  they were all enabled to 
reach Montreal .  1 
I n  these massacres the French were left u n­
harmed, and were ev idently  on good te rms with 
the Indians .  Some of  them showed the qual i ties  
which become Christian and civi l ized people .  
Some of them betrayed no signs of human ity. I t  
is wonderfu l to see how often both Frenchmen 
and Engl ishmen on the borders have not  only 
tolerated bu t encou raged I ndian barbarit ies against  
the whites .  The period between the beginn ing 
1 Gorrell' 5 Narrative. 
Chap VII.] WHITE SAVAGES. 123
of the American Revolution and the Battle of the
Thames, in 1813, witnessed many cruel scenes,
for which men of standing and consequence were
far more responsible than the red men whom
they stirred up to mischief Few, if any, of the
great Indian outbreaks originated with the sava-
ges. No more indignant complaints against this
conduct of influential Englishmen were ever heard
anywhere than those of leading British statesmen
in Parliament against the use of such barbarous
instruments for the slauo^hter of the American
settlers. And Tecumseh, at Fort Meigs, was
active in restraining barbarities, which he rebuked
General Proctor in the most cuttingr lano-uao^e for
allowing and encouraging.
Detroit alone escaped capture. Pontiac had
been very cunning in preparing a device to enable
him and his warriors to o-et within the fort and
destroy the English. They cut their gun barrels
short and concealed them under their blankets,
and sixty head-men thus equipped were allowed
to enter the council house, their followers being
left outside in the road, waiting for the signal.
Major Gladwin had been warned, and had heeded
the warning, and had learned what was to be
Pontiac's signal for attack. As soon as he nodced
the chief preparing for it, he gave a sign, and at
once the drums beat and the soldiers handled
their guns. The great chief was for once thrown
off his balance, and could not conceal his chagrin.
He and his myrmidons departed with lame
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CHAP VII . ]  WHITE SAVAGE . 1 2 3 
of the American Revolu tion and the Battle of the 
Thames, in I 8 1 3 , witnessed many cruel scenes, 
for which men of standing and consequence were 
far more responsible than the red men whom 
they stirred up to mi chief. Few, i f  any, of the 
great I ndian outbreaks originated with the ava­
ges .  No more ind ignant  complaints against this 
conduct of influential Engl ishmen were ever heard 
anywhere than those of leading Brit ish statesmen 
in  Parl iament  against  the u se of su ch barbarous 
i nstruments for the slaughter of the Ame rican 
settlers .  And Tecumseh, at Fort Me igs, was 
active in restra in i ng barbarit ies, which he rebuked 
General Proctor in the most cutting language for 
allowing and encouraging. 
Detroi t  alone escaped captu re . Pontiac had 
been very cu nn ing i n  preparing a device to enable 
him and his warriors to get with in  the fort and 
destroy the Engl ish .  They cu t their  gu n barrels 
short and concealed them u nder their blankets, 
and sixty head-men thus  equ ipped were allowed 
to enter the counci l  house, the ir  followers being 
left ou tside in the road, waiting for the signal. 
Major  Gladwin had been warned, and had heeded 
the warn ing, and had learned what was to be 
Pontiac 's  signal for attack .  A soon a he noticed 
the chief preparing for it, he :rave a s ign and at 
once the drum beat and the nldier handled 
their  guns .  The great chief was for once thrO\\ n 
off his balance, and cou ld not conceal h i  chab rin .  
He  and his myrmidon departed \� i th lame 
124 PONTlAC AT DETROIT. [Chap. VII.
explanations, while Gladwin abstained from showing
the extent of his knowledge of their treachery.
The next day Pontiac made a visit of ceremony,
with the calumet or pipe of peace, which he left
with Major Campbell on his departure as a token
of sincerity. That afternoon he got up a ball-
play, intending a stratagem like that at Mackinaw,
but the garrison were on their guard and took
no part in it. The next morning. May 9th, the
French inhabitants went to mass at the church
above the town, returning before 1 1 o'clock, and
havino- then seen no sions of mischief. But the
common around the fort was soon crowded with
a multitude of warriors of all the neighboring-
tribes, and Pontiac approached the gate and
asked to be admitted. He was told that he could
come in himself, but not his followers. On say-
ing that they wished to smoke the calumet, Glad-
win gave him to understand, very curtly and
plainly, that they must keep out. This ended the
pantomime. The hate and wrath of the savages
were no longer concealed ; but they did not begin
the war by attacking soldiers. They first ran
across the common to the cottage of an old En-
glishwoman, and killed and scalped her and her
family. Hence they proceeded up the river to
Hog Island,' and there found an old English
1 This island was first named He a Ste. Claire. Being infested with
rattlesnakes, several hogs were turned loose on the island to destroy them ;
and in time they in turn became numerous and very wild. This obtained tur
it the name of He aux Cochons, or Hog Island. In 1845, a party of ladies
and gentlemen on a picnic solemnly named it Belle Isle — its present title.
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1 24 p()NT!A AT DETROIT. [CHAP. V 1 1 .  
explanations , while Gladwin  abstained from showing 
the extent  of h is  knowledge of the ir treachery. 
The next day Pontiac made a vis it of ceremony, 
wi th the calu met or p ipe of peace, which he left 
with M ajor  Campbel l  on his departu re as a token 
of s incerity. That afte rnoon he got up a ball ­
play, i n tending a stratagem l ike that at Macki naw, 
bu t the garrison were on the i r  ffUard and took 
no part in it . The next morn ing, May 9th, the 
French inhabitants went to mass at the church 
above the town,  retu rn ing before r r o'clock, and 
hav ing then seen no signs of mischief. B u t  the 
com mon around the fort was soon crowded with 
a mult itu de of warriors of all the ne ighboring 
tribes, and Pontiac approached the gate and 
asked to be adm i tted. He was told that he cou ld  
come m himself, bu t not  h i s  fol lowers .  On say­
ing that they wished to smoke the calu met, Glad­
wm gave h im to u nderstand, very cu rtly and 
plainly , that they must  keep ou t. This ended the 
pantom ime.  The hate and wrath of  the savages 
were no longer concealed ; bu t they did not  begin 
the war by attacking sold iers .  They first ran 
across the common to the cottage of an old En­
glishwoman, and k i l led and scalped her and her 
family .  Hence they proceeded up the river to 
H og Island, 1 and there fou nd an old Engl ish 
1 T h i .  i � l an ct was fi r s t  named I l e a Ste. C l a i re. Being infested with 
ratt l esnakes, several hogs were t urned loose on the isl and to destroy t h em ; 
and i n  t i me  they in turn became numerous and very wi ld .  This obtained fur 
it t he  name of f l e  aux ochons, or H og Isl and. In 1 845,  a party of l adies 
and gentl emen on a pic- n ic  olemnly named i t  Bel l e  Is le-i ts present t i t le. 
Chap. VII.] ALEXIS CUILLERIEK. 125
I
sergeant named James Fisher, whom they also
murdered. Tradition says that the dead man's
body, which was decendy Interred by Canadian
neighbors, would not rest, though covered more
than once, but thrust out its imploring hands
until quieted by the rites of the church.
A curious legal episode Is connected with this
murder. When the war was over, a Frenchman
named Alexis Cuillerier (an ancestor or relative,
it is believed, of the Beaublen family, their name
being properly Cuillerier de Beaublen) was tried by
a court of inquiry, and sentenced to banishment
from the settlement for drowning Fisher's child.
In 1769, Captain Turnbull (then commanding) pub-
lished an order' recalling him from banishment,
and ordering all people to abstain from charging
him with guilt. The order recites that he was
convicted on the tesdmony of a false witness,
who Is declared to have been found oulltv of in-
famous offences and utterly unworthy of credit.^
1 Wayne County Records, A., 91.
2 This curious document, having been issued in French and English,
(both originals), is subjoined in both languages as recorded. The verbal pe-
culiarities were probably correctly preserved. The French copy gives the
correct name of the accuser.
" By George Turnbull Esqfe Capt. in His Majesty's 60th Regi-
ment, Commanding Detroit & its Dependencies, &c.
Whereas Mr. Alexis Cuillierie has been wrongfully accused by Jno Myer
of having (during the Indian War of 1763) been Guilty of drowning a Child
belonging to the late James Fisher ; the many Circumstancis in favour of
Mr- Cuillierie that were at that time desinedly Conceal'd, but which have ap-
peared since, together with the Testimony of several Creditable Inhabitants,
Concerning the Infamous Character of thatperjur'd Villain Jn'^ Myer who has
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CHAP. V I I . ] ALEXI CUI LLER I E K .  1 2 5 
se rgeant  named James Fishe r, whom they al so 
murdered.  Tradi tion says that th dead man' 
body, which was decently i n terred by Canadian 
neighbor  , wou ld not rest though covered mor 
than once, bu t thrust out i ts implorino- hand 
un ti l  qu ie ted by the rites of the chu rch .  
A curious legal ep isode 1s con nected wi th  this 
murder.  When the war \Vas o e r, a Frenchman 
named Alexis  Cu i l lerier  (an ance to r or re lati e ,  
i t  i s  bel ie ved, of the Beaubien fam i ly, their name 
being properly Cu i l l eri e r  de Beaubien ) wa tried by 
a court of inqu i ry, and sentenced to ban i  hment 
from the settlement  for drown ing Fisher ch i ld .  
I n  1 7 69, Captain Tu rn bu l l  ( then commanding pub­
l i shed an orde r1 recal l ing h im from banishment, 
and order ino- all people to abstain from charging 
h im with gui l t . The order rec ites that he ' as 
convicted on the testimony of a false ' i tness ,  
who i s  declared to have bee n found gu i lty of in ­
famous offences and u tte rly u nworthy of cred i t.� 
x Wayne County Record , A . ,  9 I .  
2 This curious document,  having been i sued in  French and Engli  h ,  
(both originals) ,  i s  subjoined i n  both l anguages a recorded. The \' erbal pe­
cul iarit ies were probably correctly preserved. The �·rench cop give the 
correct name of the accu er. 
" By George Turnbul l Esqre Capt. in Hi �1aje  ty 6oth Regi ­
ment, C ommanding Detroit & it Dependencie , &c. 
Wlzereas Mr. Alexis Cui llieri e has been wrongful ly accu eel by Jno �Iyer 
of h aving (during the Indian War of I 763 ) been Guilty of drown in CT a Chi ld  
belonging to  the late Jame Fi  her ; the  many Circum tanci in favour of 
Mr.  C m llierie that were at t hat t ime de inedly Conceal 'd.  but ' hich ha,·e ap­
peared since, together with the  Te timony of several r di table Inhabitants , 
Concerning the Infamous Character of that perjur'd Yi l lain J no " 1  yer who ha, 
126 VINDICATION OF CUILLERIER. [Chap. VII.
This gentleman was very intimate with Pontiac,
and Parkman gives a description of him as a fan-
himself since given a very Glaring & but too Strong proof of said Testimony
by premedilately Murdering James Hill Clark, Trader at the Miamis River,
these and many other sufficient proofs Convmcing me throughly ot M''- Cuil-
lierrie's Innocence, I was determined then to recall him and revoke the or-
ders Publish'd to his prejudice in Consequence of said fals accusation ; but
thought it best, first to Communicate the Same to His Excellency General
Gage, Commander in Chief of all His Majesty's Forces in North America ;
Now, in consequence of Orders receiv'd from his Excellency, the said Mr-
Alexis Cuillierrie is permitted to return and remain here unmolested as soon
as he pleases. And all manner of Persons are hereby strictly forbidden to
seize, stop, injure, molest, or reproach under any pretence whatsoever the
said Mr. Cuillierrie for or on account of the said Malicious & fals Accusation
as they shall answer to the contrary on their peril
Given under my Hand and Seal at Detroit, June 4th, 1769.
For a Coppy sign'd George Turnbull."
" Par George Turnbull Ecuyer Capt Commandant Le Detroit
et Ses Dependences &c.
Comme Mr. Alexis Cuillierier a ete Injustement accuze par Jean Mayet,
davoir pendent La Guerre Sauuage, fait noyer un Enfent, appartenant a feu
Jacques fischer et que maleuresement toutes Les Circonstances en faveur du
susdt Sr Cuilberies etuient dans Ce temps la Malicieuzement Cachees Mais
qui ont Depuis paru authentiquement [par] Le temoignage de plusieurs
Domicilies Dun Caractere Irreprochable Concernant Linfame Conduite de
Cet Indigne par Jure Jean Mayet, qui a par lui meme donne depuis des
preuves Claires et Convinquentes des Temoignages Cydessus enplongean ses
pcrfides Mains dans le sang de Jacques hill Clark Dans la riviere des Mis
amis tout Cecy et plusieur autres preuues Mayant entierement Con vincu
Delinnocence du Susdt Sr Cuillieries Jetois Determine de le Rappeler et
anuUer Lordre que Javois donne et fait publier Contre Iny en Consequence
de la fausse accusation. Mais ayant pence, quil etoit plus apropos, de la
Communiquer a son Exelence Le General Gage, Commandant en Chef de
toutes Les forces de sa Majeste dans Lamerique du nord Maintenant en
Consequence des ordres Regue de Son Exelence; il est permis au-
susdt S>". Alexis Cuillieries de Revenir aussitot quil luy plaira, et y Rester
paisible : il est done en Joint et ordonne atoutes personnes quelconques de ne
point Injuner, ou Reprocher La Mt>indre Chose, au Susdt Sr Alexis Cuilleries
au sujet de la fause et Malicieuze accusation intente Contre Luy tous
Ceux qui Contreviendront a lordre Cy dessus en Repondront a leur
Risque et peril.
Donne au Detroit le 4, Juin 1769
Pour Copie. Signe Geo: Turnbull."
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1 2{) V I NDICATION OF CUILLE R I ER. [CHAP.  V I I . 
This gentleman was very in timate with Pon tiac, 
and Parkman <=)ves a description of him as a fan-
hi mself since given a very Gl aring & but  t o o  Strong proof o f  said Testimony 
by premedi tately Mur dering James H il l  C lark, Trader at  the M i amis River, 
these and many other u fficient proofs Convmci ng me thro ughl y of Mr . Cu i l ­
l ierr i e's [nnocence, I was determi ned t hen to recall h i m  and revoke the or­
ders Publ ish 'd to  his prej udice i n  Conseq uence of said fals accusation ; but 
thought i t  be�t ,  first to  Commun icate the  Same to His  Excell ency General 
Gage, Commander in Chief of all H i s  M ajesty's Forces in  North America ; 
Now, i n  consequence of Orders receiv'd from his  Excel lency, the said M r. 
Alexi · C u i l l i err ie  i permi t ted to return and remain here unmolested as soon 
as he pleases . And a1 l m anner of Persons are h ereby str ict ly forbidden to 
seize, stop, inj ure, m olest, or reproach u nder any prete nce \\hatsoever t he 
said Mr. C u i l l ierri e for or on acconnt  of the said M al ic ious & fals Accusation 
as they shal l  answer to the contrary on their peril 
G iven under my H and and Seal at Detroit ,  J une 4th, 1 769. 
For a Coppy sign'd GEO RGE T U R N B U LL. ' '  
" Par George Turnbul l  Ecuyer Capt Commandant Le Detro i t  
et  Ses Dependences &c. 
Comme Mr.  Alexis Cu i l l i er ier a ete I nj ustement accuze par Jean Mayet, 
davoir pendent La Guerre Sauuage� fai t n oyer un Enfent, appartenant a feu 
Jacques fischer et que maleuresement tou tes Les C i rconstances en faveur du 
susdt Sr C ui l l 1 er ies etui ent clans Ce temps l a  Mal i cieuzement Cachees M ai s  
q 1 1 i  on t  Depuis paru authent iguement [par] Le  temoignage de pl usieurs 
Domici l ies Dun  Caractere l rreprochab le Concernant Linfame Condui te de 
Cet Ind igne par Jure Jean Ma yet, qu i  a par ] ui meme donne depuis des 
preuves C laire et Convinguentes des Temoignages Cydessus enplongean ses 
pcrfides Mains dans le sang de Jacques h i l l  C lark Dans la r iviere des Mis  
amis tout  ecy  et p l usieur autres preuues Mayant ent ierement Con v incu 
Del innocence du  Susdt ' r  C u i l l ier ies Jetois Determ ine de  le Rappeler e t  
an uller Lorclre que Javois clonne et fai t  p ubl ier  Contre l ny en C0nsequence 
de l a  fau. se accusa t ion. M ais  ayant pence ,  q u i l  etoit pl us apropos, de la  
Comm uniquer a son Exelence Le General Gage, Commandant en Chef de 
toute Les forces de a Maje  te cl ans Lamer ique d n  norcl Maintenant en 
Con.  equence des or<lrc Re<;:ue de Son Exelence ; i l  est perm is an ­
susdt Sr. Alex i s  C u i l l i er ies de Reven i r  aussi tot qu i l  l uy pl a ira ,  et y Rester 
pai ible : il t.:st done en Jo int  et  ordonne atoutes personnes quel conques de ne 
poi n t  I nj uner, ou Reprocher La Muindre Chose, au Suscl t  Sr A l ex i s  Cu i l leries 
au sujet de la fause et Mal icieuze accusat ion i ntente Contre Luy tous 
Ceux qui Contrevi encl ront a lordre Cy dessus en Repondront a leur 
Risq ue et peri 1 .  
Donne au Detroi t l e  4, Ju in  1 769 
Pour Copie. Signe GEO: TURN B U LL." 
Chap. VII.] MAJOR CAMPBELL VISITS PONTIAC. 127
tastic and foppish person, whom the chief used as
a tool.' The tradition, it appears, did him injustice.
The settlers were generally on good terms with the
chiefs, and in some instances they were no doubt
unjustly suspected of plotting with Pontiac. Glad-
win reported that several, whose characters always
stood well in Detroit, were at the bottom of the
plot, and guilty of the worst treachery ; and Sir
William Johnson, and Lord Shelburne, more than
once repeated the charge,^ and some were very earn-
est for their punishment. Our own writers, best
informed, have not been satisfied of their miscon-
duct. And until the final cession of the country
in 1763. it is difficult to see any reason why they
should have been active for the English.
At first Gladwin did not believe the outbreak
was very serious ; and even after the Indians had
attacked the fort, and been driven off with con-
siderable loss, he attempted to negotiate. Messrs.
Chapoton and Godfroy were sent with an inter-
preter, La Butte, to parley with Pontiac. He com-
pletely deceived them into supposing he was dis-
posed to treat ; and desired that Major Campbell,
who was Gladwin's predecessor, and esteemed by
French and Indians for his probity and fairness,
should come to his camp. This officer, against
Gladwin's misgivings, ^ desired to go, and was ac-
I Conspiracy of Pontiac, p. 224. 2 7 N. V. Doc, 600, 6S7.
3 Gladwin's conduct in permitting their departure was approved, as ne-
cessary to enable him to get provisions lor the fort — as he gained this advan-
tage by temporising — 7 N. Y. Doc, 617.
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CHAP.  VI I . ] MAJOR CAM PBELL \ !SITS PONTIAC. 1 2 7 
tast ic and foppish person ,  whom the ch ief u sed as 
a tool . 1  The trad i t ion ,  i t  appears, did him i nju st ice .  
The sett lers were general ly on  good terms w i th the 
chiefs, and in some i ns tances they were no  doubt 
u nj u stly suspected of plott ing w i th Pontiac.  Glad­
win reported that several , whose characte rs always 
s tood wel l  in Detro i t , were at the bot tom of the 
plot, and gu i l ty of the worst treachery ; and S i r  
Wi ll iam Johnson,  and Lord Shelbu rne , more than 
once repeated the charge,2 an d some ;vere ver) earn­
est for the i r  pu n ishmen t. Our own wri ters ,  best 
i nformed, have not been satisfied of  the i r  miscon ­
duc t .  And u nt i l  the final cession of the  cou ntry 
i n  r 7 63 ,  i t  i s  d ifficu l t  to see any reason why they 
should have been act ive for the English .  
At  firs t  Gladwin d id no t  bel ieve the outbreak 
was very serious ; and even afte r the Ind ians had 
attacked the fort ,  and been  driven off wi th con­
s iderable loss ,  he attempted to negotiate.  M essrs .  
Chapoton and Godfray were en t  w i th an i n ter­
preter, La Bu t te ,  to parley w i th Pon tiac. He co·m­
pletely dece ived them i n to supposing he was d is­
posed to t reat ; and des i red that Major  Campbell . 
who was Gladwin ' s  predecessor, and esteemed by 
French and I nd ians  for h is  probi ty and fai rne , 
should come to h i s  camp. Th is  officer aaains t  
Gladwin '  s m isgivings,3 des ired to go, and was ac-
x Conspiracy of Pont iac, p. 2 24. 2 7 N. Y. Doc. , 600, 6 � 7-
3 Gladwi n's  con duct in per m i t t i ng the ir  departure was approved, a n e ­
cess ary t o  enable h i m  t o  g e t  prov isions for t h e  fort-a he gained t h i  advan­
t age by temporising-7 N. Y. Doc. , 6 1 7 . 
128 McDOUGALL ESCAPES. CAMPBELL KILLED. [Chap. VIL
companied by Lieutenant George McDougall, of his
regiment. They went up to Pontiac's camp, at
Bloody Run, where an angry mob set upon them,
and if the chief had not interfered they would have
been killed. He retained them as prisoners, and,
instead of negotiating, immediately made prepara-
tions to cut off any reinforcements which might
come from below. He took Major Campbell with
the canoes down the river. They intercepted the
despatch schooner at the entrance of Lake Erie,
and in making their attack on it placed the officer
in the bow of a canoe as a screen between them
and the vessel, to prevent her firing on them.
The veteran called to the crew to do their duty
without regard to him ; but a fresh wind carried
her beyond pursuit, and she reached Niagara
River in safety. Pontiac desired to make terms
with the fort by using him as a hostage, but
without effect. After the original treachery was
discovered, McDougall, with a trader named Van
E*ps,' escaped. His older companion would not
attempt it, being short-sighted, and fearing to im-
pede his comrade. He was afterwards murdered
by Wasson, a chief of the Chippewas. Pontiac was
not a party to this crime, and regretted it.
The first force sent to aid the beleaguered
town, under Lieutenant Cuyler, was intercepted
» 7 N, Y. Doc , 533. McDougall remained in Detroit. His two sons,
Colonel George McDougall and Colonel John R McDougall were promin-
ent citizens forty years ago. The latter was grandfather of Mr. Alexander
M. Campau of Detroit. He owned the farm west of Meloches, near Bloody
Run.
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1 2 8  McDOUGALL ESCAPES. CAM PB ELL K I LLED. [CHAP. V I I .  
compan ied by Lieutenant George McDougall ,  of his 
regiment. They went up to Pontiac ' s  camp, at  
B loody Ru n ,  where an angry mob set upon  them, 
and if the chief had not interfered they would have 
been ki l led.  He retained them as prisoners, and, 
instead of negotiat ing, immediately made prepara­
tions to cu t off any reinforcements which m ight 
come from below. He took Maj or Campbell with 
the canoes down the river. They intercepted the 
despatch schooner at  the entrance of Lake Erie, 
and in making the ir  at�ack on i t  placed the officer 
in  the bow of a canoe as a screen between them 
and the vessel ,  to prevent her fi ring on them.  
The veteran called  to the c rew to do their duty 
without regard to him ; but a fresh wind carried 
her beyond pursu it , and she reached N iagara 
R iver i n  safety. Pontiac desired to make terms 
with the fort by using him as a hostage, but 
without effect. Afte r the original treachery was 
d iscovered, McDougal l ,  with a trader named Van 
E']?s,1 escaped. H is older companion would not  
attempt i t ,  being short-sighted, and fearing to im­
pede his com rade. He was afterwards mu rdered 
by Wasson,  a chief of the Chippewas . Pontiac was 
not a party to this crime,  and regretted i t. 
The fi rst force sent to aid the beleaguered 
town, u nder Lieu tenant Cuyler, was i n tercepted 
1 7 N. Y. Doc , 533. McDougall remained i n  Detroit .  H i s  two sons, 
Colonel George Mc Dougal l and Colonel John R McDougall were promin­
ent c i t i zens forty year ago.  The latter was grandfather of Mr. Alexander 
M .  Campau of  Detroi t. He owned the  farm west of Meloches, near Bloody 
Run. 
Chap. VII. J MASSACRE OF BLOODY RUN. 129
at Pointe Pelee, and turned back.' In July, Cap-
tain Dalzell, an aid of Sir Jeffery Amherst, arrived
with suppHes, and with 280 men, inckiding, in
addition to detachments from the 55th and 80th
regiments, twenty rangers, all under the command
of Major Robert Rogers. A heavy fog favored
their landing. Dalzell on his arrival foolishly in-
sisted on making a night march, and attacking
the Indians in their camp. The secret leaked out,
and Pontiac was advised of the plan. At two
o'clock in the morning of July 31, 1763, 250 men
marched out of the fort and up the River Road,
protected in part on the river by two large boats
with swivels. Two miles above the fort the road
crossed a bridge at the mouth of a stream then
known as Parent's Creek, but since as Bloody
Run. The banks formed a ravine, through which
the stream ran rapidly until it neared the Detroit
River, when it spread out into a little mere, or
marsh-bordered pond, narrowing at the bridge to
about twenty feet, and being there quite deep.
As soon as the troops reached the bridge they were
assailed by a murderous 'fire, and the ravine became
a scene of carnage. The darkness bewildered
them, and they were compelled to retreat, fighting
against ambuscades all the way, until they reached
the fort again at eight o'clock, after six hours of
marching and fighting in that short road. DalzclP
1 7 N. Y. Doc, 526.
2 This officer's name is written Ualyell in many documents, and Dr.
D'Callaghan takes Parkman to task tor writing it Dalzell. The latter form is
9
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CHAP. V I I . J  M A  SAC R E  O F  BLOODY RUN . 1 29 
at Poin te Pelee, and tu rn d back. 1 I n  Ju ly, Cap­
tai n  Dalzel l ,  an aid of Sir J effe ry Amher t, arrived 
with suppl ies ,  and with 2 80 men,  inc luding, in 
addition to detachments from the 5 5 th and 8oth 
regiments, twen ty rangers, all u nder the command 
of Major Robert Rogers . A heavy fog favored 
thei r  landing. Dalzel l  on his arrival fool ishly in­
s isted on making a n ight march, and attacking 
the I ndians i n  the ir  camp. The secret  leaked out, 
and Pontiac was advised of the plan . At  two 
o 'c lock i n  the morn ing of J u ly 3 1 ,  1 7 63 ,  2 50 men 
marched out  of the fort and up  the Rive r Road, 
protected in  part on the river by two large boats 
with swivels .  Two m iles  above the fort the road 
c rossed a bridge at the mou th of a stream then 
known as Parent 's  Creek, bu t ince as  B loody 
Run .  The banks formed a ravine ,  through which 
the stream ran rapid ly un ti l  i t  neared the Detroi t  
River, when i t  spread out  in to a l i ttle mere or 
marsh-bordered pond,  narrowing at the bridge to 
about  twenty feet, and being the re qu i te deep.  
As soon as the troops reached the bridge they we re 
assailed by a murderous fi re, and the ravine became 
a scene of carnage . The darkness bewilde red 
them, and they we re compelled to retreat, fightint; 
against ambuscades all the way, un ti l  they reache l 
the fort again  at  e ight o' clock, after six hou r of 
marching and fighti ng in that short roa 1 .  al zcll 2 
1 7 N. Y .  Doc. , 5 26. 
2 Thi officer 's name i. \ ri t ten Dalyel l  in  many document , and Dr. 
O'Cal laghan t akes Parkman to  t a  k for wri t ino- it Dal zel l . The l at ter form is 
9 
130 SIEGE RAISED. [Chap. VII.
was killed while gallantly striving to save a wounded
sergeant.
The battle of Bloody Run, though fought by a
small force, was important in its results, and was
a remarkable instance of a continuous hand to hand
fight with Indians. The scene has now entirely
changed. The stream has disappeared, and no
relic is left but a huge tree riddled with bullets,
which has not yet been sacrificed to city improve-
ments.
The siege went on with various noteworthy
episodes, which have been described by able
writers, and which are too long in recital for this
sketch. In October, the besiegers began to dis-
appear ;' and Pontiac retired to the Maumee coun-
try, when he found the final treaty of peace was
signed between France and England, and that no
help could henceforth come from the French in
Canada. But he still cherished some plans of
mischief. The next year [1764] Bradstreet came
with a force and relieved the worn-out garrison.
He held a council with the Wyandots and other
tribes, and made a treaty, in which, by the fraud
or incapacity of the interpreters, they were made
to acknowledge an abject subjection to the Eng-
also found, and is the original family name, sometimes also called Dalziel.
In the days of the covenanters, one of their most savage foes was General
Dalziel or Dalzell, a veteran who vowed never to shave his beard after the
execution of Charles T., and who was as merciless as Claverhouse. Mrs.
Grant, of Laggan, who knew him, calls the officer who was killed at Detroit
Dalziel, and says he was related to the Dalziels of Carnwath. — Memoir of an
American Lady, Ch. 51.
» 7 N. Y. Doc, 589, et seq.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
22
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
1 3 0 SIEGE RAISED. [CHAP. VII.  
was kil led while gallan tly s triv ing to save a wounded 
sergeant .  
The battle of Bloody Run ,  though fought by a 
smal l  force, was importan t  in  its resul ts, and was 
a remarkable instance of a continuous hand to hand 
fight with I ndians .  The scene has now ent irely 
changed. The stream has d isappeared, and no 
re l ic  i s  left bu t a huge tree riddled with bul lets, 
which has not yet been sacrificed to c i ty improve­
ments .  
The siege went  on with vanous noteworthy 
episodes, which have been described by able 
wri ters ,  and which are too long in recital for this  
sketch. In October, the besiegers began to dis­
appear ; 1 and Pontiac reti red to the Maumee coun­
try, when he fou nd the final  treaty of peace was 
signed between France and England,  and that no 
help could henceforth come from the French in  
Canada. Bu t  he  s ti l l  cherished some plans of 
mischief. The next year [ r 764] B radstreet came 
with a force and rel ieved the worn-out  garrison .  
He  held a counc il with the Wyandots and other 
tribes, and made a treaty, i n  which, by the frau d 
or  incapacity of the in te rpreters, they were made 
to acknowledge an abj ect  subj ection to the Eng-
also found,  an d i s  the original fam i ly name, somet i mes also call ed D alziel . 
In t h e  days of the covenanters, one of their  most savage foes was General 
D alziel  or Dalzell ,  J. veteran who vowed never to sh ave his beard after the  
execution of  C h arl es I . ,  and who was as  m erci less as  C l averhouse. Mrs. 
Grant, of Laggan, \Yh o  knew h i m ,  calls the officer who was ki l l ed at  Detroit 
D alziel ,  and says he was rel ated to the Dalziels of C arnwath . -:Wem11ir of an 
American Lady, Ch . 5 I .  
1 7 N .  Y. D oc. , 589, e t  seq . 
Chap VII.] WANT OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 131
lish, which they never dreamed of. Bradstreet
was a very unwise and arrogant negotiator, and
his conduct was not regarded with approval. Sir
WIlHam Johnson censured it severely in his Re-
ports, as calculated to offend the tribes. By this
treaty the land was ceded from Detroit to Lake St.
Clair.^
The importance of Detroit was now fully recog-
nized, and it was made the central point for all the
western interests. The want of some sort of ofov-
ernment was felt, and representations were re-
peatedly made by Johnson, Bradstreet, Croghan,
Governor Moore, Golden, and all interested in
American affairs. Dr. Franklin was also active in
England in laboring with the Board of Trade to
I 7 N. Y. Doc, 649, 650, 674, 678. No one can calculate how much of
the trouble between whites and Indians has come from the ignorance and ras-
cality of interpreters. If there is no one that can detect their errors, they
can and will make up such stories and give such versions as they choose,
without regard to accuracy, and represent each side to the other as saying
what is really colored or made up by the person whom each is obliged to re-
ly on. The French missionaries and the officers long in the country were
familiar with Indian languages, andweie seldom if ever imposed on. But the
sounds of the Indian languages cannot well be expressed by English forms,
and the English negotiators, and most of the Americans, have been com-
pelled to trust almost implicitly to their interpreters. Some of these, like
Joncaire, La Butte, Henry Connor and Whitmore Knaggs, were men of char-
acter and reliable. But many have been dishonest and ignorant. An in-
terpreter will seldom admit that he does not comprehend any phrase that is
used, and will always report something as dictated to him, whether truly or
falsely. These men, too, are very apt to soften down or leave out plirases
and charges that -are offensive, and put cnil speeches in their place. It is
evident this was done by Bradstreet's interpreter. Sir William Johnson, to
illustrate the danger of relying on such persons, tells an anecdote of an oc-
currence in his presence where when an English missicjnary gave out as his
text that there was no respect of persons with God, the interpreter rendered
it that God did not care for the Indians; and Sir William had to intervene
and translate the sermon himself. 7 N. Y. Doc, 970.
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CHAP VU.] WANT OF CIVIL GOVERN 1ENT. 1 3 1 
l ish, which they never dreamed of. Bradstreet 
was a very unwise and arrogant  negotiator, and 
his conduct was not regarded with approval .  S i r  
Wil l iam Johnson censu red i t  severely in h is  Re­
ports, as calcu lated to offend the tribes. By this 
treaty the land was ceded from Detroi t  to Lake St. 
C lair. 1 
The importance of Detroi t  was now fu l ly recog­
n ized, and i t  was made the cen tral po int  for all the 
western in terests. The wan t  of some sort of gov­
ernment was fel t, and representations  \Vere re­
peatedly made by J ohnson, B radstreet, Croghan, 
Governor Moore, Colden,  and all i n terested m 
American affairs. Dr. Frankl in was also active m 
England i n  laboring with the Board of Trade to 
r 7 N. Y. Doc. , 649, 650. 674, 678.  N o  on e can calculat e  how m uc h  of  
t h e  trouble between whi tes and I nd ians h as come from the ignorance and ras­
cality of i nterpreters. I f  there i s  n o  one t h at can detect the ir  errors, t h ey 
can and wi l l  m ake up such stories and give such Yer i ons as t h ey choo e,  
without regard to accuracy, and represent each side t o  t he other as say i ng 
what is really colored or m ade up by t h e  person w h om each i obliged t o  re­
ly on. fhe French missionari es and t h e  officers long in t h e  cou ntry were 
familiar with I ndian langu age�, and wer e seldom if e' er imposed on. But t he 
sounds of t h e  I nd i an l anguages cannot wel l be expres ed by Engli h forms, 
and the Engl ish negoti ators, and mo t of t he A m erican · , h aYc been com ­
pel led t o  trust almost i mp l i ci t l y  t o  t he i r  i n terpre ter . Some of these, l ike 
J oncaire, La Butte,  Henr y  Connor and W h i t more K nagas, ·w ere men of char­
acter and rel iable. But many h av e  been di honest and ignorant. An i n ­
t erpreter will  seldom adm i t  that  he doe not comprehend any ph rase that  i �  
used, and wi l l  a l ways repor t something as dictated t o  h i m ,  w h et h er t ruly or 
falsely. The e men, too, are very apt t o  . often dmn1 or le :-tve out  phra ·es 
and c h arges that 1 are offen� 1ve,  and put civ i l  peeches i n  t heir p lace. I t  is 
evi dent this was done by Bradstreet's m terpre ter.  Sir  \\ i l l i am Juhn on,  to  
i l l ustrate the  danger of relyin� on such persons, t e l l s  an anecdo t e  of an oc­
c urrence in  h i  presence where w h e n  a n  Engl i  h m i  i onary gave out  a hi 
text that t h ere was no respect o f  per on � \\' i th  G oel , the i n t e rpreter rendered 
it  that  od did not care for the I n d i an ; and ." i r  \\' i l l i am had t o  interYene 
and transl ate the sermon him elf. 7 N. Y .  Doc.,  970. 
132 ROVAL PROCLAMATION. [Chap. VII,
establish governments there and elsewhere in the
west, but without success.'
As soon as the Treaty of Paris had been rati-
fied, the King of Great Britain issued a proclama-
tion for the orovernment ot the various French
possessions acquired by it. So much of Canada
as constitutes what was afterwards known as Lower
Canada, he established as the Government of
Quebec, to be governed in the first instance by a
governor and council, who were to establish courts
and tribunals to decide all cases as nearly as possi-
ble according to the laws of England, with an ap-
peal in civil causes to the Privy Council. When
circumstances should permit, an assembly was to
be called. Lord Mansfield was very indignant at
this action, as revolutionizing the whole laws of the
Province,^ and introducing a system unknown to the
people. Afterwards, in Campbell v. HalL [Cowper,
20^,) after four successive arguments, he decided
that, althoueh the old civil and criminal laws remain
until changed, yet the King, until Parliament should
intervene, had absolute legislative authority over
conquered countries ; but that by this proclamation
the sovereign had exhausted his powers, and could
not legislate further. This last proposition is doubt-
ful law, but it was followed immediately by the pass-
ing by Parliament, (whose power was beyond
cavil) of the Quebec Act, to be noticed hereafter.
The country west of Lower Canada, not ceded
by the Indians, was by this proclamation to be
I See N. Y. Docs., and Mills' Report, passim. 2 Mills, p. 190.
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1 3 2  ;ROYAL PROCLAMATION. [CHAP. V I I .  
establ ish governments there and elsewhere i n  the 
west, but withou t su ccess . 1  
As soon as the Treaty of Paris had been rati ­
fied,  the King of Great Britain issu ed a proclama­
tion for the government of the various French 
possess ions acqu i red by it .  So much of Canada 
as con sti tu tes what was afte rwards known as Lower 
Canada, he establ ished as the Government  of 
Quebec, to be gove rned i n  the fi rs t  instance by a 
governor and cou nci l ,  who were to establish cou rts 
and tribu nals to decide al l  cases as nearly as possi­
ble according to the laws of England, with an ap­
peal in civi l  causes to the Privy Counci l . \i\!hen 
circumstances shou ld permit, an assembly was to 
be cal led.  Lord Mansfield was very i ndignan t at 
this action ,  as revolutioniz ing the whole laws o( the 
Province,2 and introducing a sys.tern unknown to the 
people .  Afterwards ,  in Campbel! v. Hal!, ( Cowper, 
204, ) after fou r successive arguments, he decided 
that, al though the old civi l and criminal laws remain 
u n ti l  changed, yet the King, un ti l Parl iament  shou ld  
in tervene,  had absolu te l egislative au thority over  
conquered coun tri es ; bu t that by this proclamation 
the sovereign had exhausted his powers, and could 
not legi slate fu rthe r. This last proposit ion is doubt­
fu l  law, bu t it was followed immediately by the pass­
ing by Parl iament, (whose power was beyond  
cavil ) o f  the Quebec Act, to be noticed hereafter. 
The country west of  Lower Canada, not ceded 
by the I ndians, was by this proclamation to be 
x See N. Y. Docs. , and Mil ls' Report, passim.  2 Mills, p .  I 90. 
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left unmolested for their hunting grounds, and no
purchases were to be made from them except by
public treaty for the Crown. Trade was to be
open and free to all who desired licenses, under
such regrulations as mioht be established.
Provision was made for arresting and returning
all fugitives from justice to the colonies whence
they fled. There was to be no law or govern-
ment west of Quebec, except under military con-
trol.
As several cases had been decided in the
English courts against even governors of colonies,
who had. overstepped the laws to the prejudice of
citizens, the officers sent to Detroit before the
Quebec Act had a wholesome fear of prosecution,
and were generally very careful to keep within safe
bounds. The case of Governor Eyre, (Z. R, 6 O.
B. I. Phillips V. Eyre,) who was sued for his course
in the Jamaica troubles of 1865, anci exonerated by
a statute of indemnity, is the most recent attempt to
enforce such liabilities.
It is not generally understood by our people
that, after the war with Mexico, the Territory of
New Mexico remained under military government
until the territorial government was established
by the Compromise Acts of 1850; and that it had
a whole system of revised statutes, known as the
" Kearney Codey which were passed by no legis-
lature, and obtained their only sanction from the
general commanciing that country. The British
Parliament, at the time of the Treaty of Paris,
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CHAP V I I . ]  MI LITARY RULE. 1 3 3 
left u nmolested for the i r  hu nting grou nds, and no 
purchases were to be mad from them except by 
publ ic treaty for  the C rown .  Trade was to be 
open and free to al l who desired l icenses, unde r 
such regulations as might be establ ished. 
Provis ion was made for  arrest ing and retu rn ing 
all fugitives from ju st ice to the colon ies whence 
they fled.  There was to be no law or govern -
ment  west of Quebec, except u nde r m i l i tary con­
trol . 
As several cases had been decided in  the 
Engl i sh cou rts against  even gove rnors of colon ies ,  
who had. overstepped the laws to the prej udice of 
c i tizens, the officers sent to Detroit  before the 
Quebec Act had a wholesome fear of prosecu t ion ,  
and were generally ve ry carefu l to keep with in safe 
bounds .  The case of Governor Eyre, (L.  R. 6 Q .  
B .  I .  Plzillips v .  Eyre, )  who was sued for h is  cou rse 
in the Jamaica troubles  of 1 8 65 ,  and exonerated by 
a statute of indemni ty, is the mo·st recen t  attempt to 
enforce such l iabi l i t ies . 
I t  is  not general ly u nderstood by ou r people 
that, after the war w i th Mexico, the Territory of 
New Mexico remained u nder mi l i tary government 
u ntil the terri torial government  was establ i shed 
by the Compromise Acts of I 8 50 ; and that it had 
a whole system of rev ised statu tes, known as the 
" Kearney Code," which were passed by no legis­
latu re, and obta ined the ir  only sanction from the 
general commanding that cou ntry. The Brit i  h 
Parl iament, at the t ime · of the Treaty of Paris, 
134 MILITARY RULE. [Chap VU.
was not much disposed to spend time In fostering
colonial interests, and roval colonies had not then
been more misgoverned than others. The Ameri-
can Congress, after the treaty with Mexico, could
not agree upon the territorial schemes before it.
As some government was needed, the military
rule, for the time being, was unavoidable, and
General Kearney adopted a system which was in
effect civil. But Detroit, before 1775, was not
governed by any system whatever, and the com-
manding general and his subordinates could do
as they chose. Their course was generally mod-
erate and reasonable ; and although the inhabit-
ants grumbled at the burdens laid upon them to
keep up the fortifications, there were no extor-
tions or peculations for private or doubtful pur-
poses, as there were In many posts under the
French control. Most of the British commanders
were honest a^nd reputable men, and obtained
respect and good will from the people in their
charore.
Bradstreet, with whatever deficiencies he may
be charged, had sense enough to discover that
Detroit was a point of much political as well as
military Importance, and needed some civil gov-
ernment. His desire was that English settlers
might be encouraged to come in, and that, whether
held under civil or military control, there should
be courts of justice established.'
I He wrote as follows : " All posts upon the banks of the lakes, from
Niagara upwards, to be under the control of the officer commanding at De-
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1 34 M I LITARY RULE. [CHAP V II .  
was not much disposed to spend time in fostering 
colon ial in te rests, and royal colonies had not then 
been more misgoverned than others .  The Ameri­
can Congress, after the treaty with M ex ico, could 
not agree upon the te rritorial schemes before i t. 
As some government  was needed, the mil i tary 
ru le ,  for the time being, was u navoidable, and 
General Kearney adopted a system which was i n  
effect c ivi l .  B u t  De troi t, before r 7 7  5 ,_ was not 
governed by any system whatever, and the com­
manding general and his subordinates could  do 
as they chose. Thei r cou rse was gen erally mod­
erate and reasonable ; and although the . inhabit­
ants grumbled at the bu rdens laid upon them to 
keep up the fortificat ions, there were no extor­
tions  or  peculations  for  private or  doubtful pu r­
poses, as there were i n  many posts u nder the 
French con trol . Most of the B ri tish commanders 
were honest and repu table men ,  and obtained 
respect and good wil l  from the people i n  thei r  
charge. 
Bradstreet, with whatever deficienc ies he may 
be charged, had sense enough to discover that 
Detro i t  was a point  of much pol it ical as wel l  as 
mi l itary importance, and needed some civil gov­
ernment. H is desire was that Engl ish settlers 
might be encou raged to come in ,  and that, whether 
held u nder civi l  or mi l itary control ,  there shou ld 
be cou rts of j u stice establ ished. 1 
r H e  wrote as fol lows : " A ll posts upon the ban ks of t h e  l akes, from 
N i agara upwards, to be under the control of the officer comm andi ng at De-
CftAP. VII.] OPPOSITION TO SETTLEMENT. 13'^)
But the Idea, made prominent, that these were
important for the advantage and protection of In-
dian deahngs, and that Indians would resort to
them, was not very practicable.' Their necessity
for the whites was more apparent. The importance
of introducing more settlers was continually urged
by the well-wishers of the Province. But the
trade interests of Great Britain were as much op-
posed to encouraging American settlements as
any of the French intriguers had been, and the
future was not very promising.^
The distant officials were very vindictive against
the French settlers, and if their sentiments had pre-
vailed there would have been trouble at Detroit.^
But the gentlemen who were on the spot had
more wisdom than to create disgust among the
people with whom they were placed in intimate
and friendly relations, and who, when they found
their allegiance irrevocably transferred, demeaned
themselves quietly and amicably. Care was taken,
troit; and should Government judge it improper to establish a civil govern-
ment there, and not encourage the colony, still some court of justice is neces-
sary, to the end offenders, inhabitants, Indians, Indian traders and others,
might be brought to justice, and punished by a law that might prevent liti-
gious suits, and satisfy the savages that the strictest justice is done them. —
7 N. Y. Doc, 691.
1 7 N. Y. Doc, 641, 663, 668, 691.
2 "The colony of Detroit grows fast, and the inhabitants have great influ-
ence over the savages ; the removing them would occasion a general war
with the Indians, and to leave them as they now are will take a great length
of time before they become proper English, subjects." This hint is followed
by urging the introduction of British colonists — 7 N. Y. Doc, 693
3 7 N. Y. Doc, 579.
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CHAP. VI I . ] OPPOSITION TO SETTLEM ENT . 13 f· 
But  the idea, made prominent, that these were 
important for the advantage and protection of In ­
dian deal i ngs, and that I ndians would  resort to 
them, was not very practicable . 1  Their necess ity 
for the whites was more apparent .  The importance 
of i ntrodu c ing more settl ers was continual ly u rged 
by tlie wel l -wishers of the Province .  B u t  the 
t rade in terests of Great Britain were as much oo-.l 
posed to encou raging American se ttlements as 
any of the French i ntriguers had been ,  and the 
fu tu re was not  very promis ing.2 
The d is tant officials were very vi ndictive against 
the FreQch settlers, and if  the ir  sent iments had pre­
vailed there would  have been trouble at Detroi t . 3 
Bu t the gentlemen who were on the spot had 
more wisdom than to create disgust  among the 
people with whom they were placed in in timate 
and friendly relations ,  and who, when they fou nd 
their al legiance i rrevocably tran sferred, demeaned 
themselves qu ietly and amicably. Care was taken ,  
troi t ; and should Government judge i t  improper t o  establish a civi l govern­
ment  there, and not encourage the  cobny, still some court o f  j ustice is neces­
sary, to the end offPnders, i nhabi tants ,  Ind ians, Indian traders and others, 
might be brought to just ice ,  and punished by a law that might prevent l i t i ­
gious sui ts, and sati:-.fy the savages that the  st rictest j u:-t ice is done them.-
7 N. Y. Doc. , 69 r .  
1 7 N .  Y .  Doc. , €>4 1 ,  663, 668, 69 r .  
2 " The colony o f  Detroit  grows fast ,  and the inhabitants have great influ­
ence over the  savages ; the removing them would occasion a general war 
with the Ind ians, and to leave them as they now are \\ i l l  take a great length 
of t ime  before they become proper Engl i h subj ect . ' '  This h int is fol lowed 
by urging the introduction of Brit ish colonists-7 N. Y.  Doc. , 693 
3 7 N. Y. Doc., 5 79. 
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SCOTTfSH OFFICERS AND MERCHANTS. [Chap. VIl.
however, to appoint British agents in Heu of French,
over Indian affairs, and in the trade matters.
Lieutenant John Hay, (afterwards Colonel and
Lieutenant Governor,) was one of the first ap-
pointed ; and when Pontiac afterwards came in
and treated with the British, he specially requested
that Hay and Crawford should be retained in the
agency.
The Scottish officers and merchants became
favorites with the Indians, for reasons similar to
those which attached the tribes to the French.
Many gentlemen of good family, but narrow
means, came to America from the highlands and
west of vScotland, where the old feudal relations
had produced a habit of courtesy and kindness to
inferiors, and a disregard of any claims of wealth
alone to superior social consideration. These
persons, although sometimes high-tempered and
punctilious, were much more careful to avoid
giving offence to the Indians than some of their
English associates were. The subsequent history
of the country shows them to have had more
intimate relations with the French also. And when
the Americans succeeded to the possession of this
region, the Scottish merchants far outnumbered
all the rest, and there were found among them
representatives, and subsequent inheritors, of the
best houses in Scotland.'
I Angus Mackintosh, of Detroit, inherited the estates which belonged
to the old earldom of Moy, the earldom itself having been forfeited in the
rebellion against the House of Hanover. Being entailed upon heirs male
general, and the direct line failing, it was found that Angus Mackintosh
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
22
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
136 SCOTT I S H  OFFICERS AND M ERCH ANTS. [CHAP. V I i .  
however, to appoin t  B ri tish agen ts in  l ieu of French ,  
over I nd ian affai rs, and m the trade matters .  
Lieu tenant  J ohn Hay, (afterwards Colonel and 
Lieu tenant  Governor, )  was one of the fi rst ap­
poi n ted ; and when Pontiac afterwards came i n  
and treated wi th the B ri tish ,  h e  spec ial ly requested 
that Hay and Crawford shou ld be retai ned in the 
agency. 
The Scottish officers and merchants became 
favorites with the Ind ians, for reasons s imi lar to 
those which attached the tribes to the French.  
Many gentlemen of good fami ly, bu t narrow 
means ,  came to America from the highlands and 
west of Scotland,  where the old feudal relations 
had produced a habit of cou rtesy and kindness to 
inferiors ,  and a d isregard of any cla ims of wealth 
alone to superior social consideration .  These 
persons,  al though sometimes high-tempered and 
pu nct i l ious ,  were much more carefu l to avoid 
givi ng offence to the I ndians than some of thei r  
Engl ish associates were .  The su bsequ ent  h istory 
of the country shows them to have had more 
in t imate relations w i th the French also. And when 
the Americans su cceeded to the possession of thi s  
region,  the Scott ish merchants far outnumbered 
al l the rest, and there were found am ong them 
representatives, and su bsequ ent  in heritors ,  of the 
best houses i n  cotland.  1 
r Angus Mackintosh , of Det;oit ,  i nherited the  estate whi ch belonged 
tu the old earldom of  Moy,  the earldom i tself having been forfeited in  the  
rebel l ion against t h e  House of H anover. Being entailed upon h eirs male 
general , and the di rect  l ine fai l i ng, it was found that Angus Mackintosh  
Chap. VII.] COURTS OF INQUIRY. 137
Bradstreet, while at Detroit, made military
appointments in the militia, and held courts for
the trial of persons who had favored Pontiac and
adhered to him durino^ the war. There were
probably no capital sentences, but such as were
convicted were banished. This was perhaps the
time when Cuillerier was condemned.
The courts, so far as we fmd any trace
of their proceedings, were called courts of inquiry,
and there is some reason for supposing they
were made up in occasional instances, if not gen-
erally, of a jury, instead of being confined to
military officers. There are some references
which indicate the use of a mixed jury of French
and English, after the fashion of the jury de
medietate lingiuie, formerly used for controversies
with aliens. Sir William Johnson refers to the
conviction of a trader by court of inquiry, for
using false weights, and it appears that he set
the Commander at defiance, and threatened him
with legal prosecution.' It was such occurrences,
and the uncertainty how far an officer could
safely go in punishing civil offenders, which led
to strong appeals from Johnson, and Governor
Moore, for some tribunals for dealing with crim-
inals in the country outside of the Quebec Gov-
ernment. The eastern colonies, acting on the
principles of the common law, could punish no
and Sir James Mackintosh were the two nearest of kin, the former being
one degree nearer than the latter. A claimant was also found for the
estates of Annandale, but unsuccessfully.
I 7 N. Y. Doc, 895.
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CHAP. VII . ]  COURTS OF I NQUIRY.  137  
Bradstreet, while a t  Detroit, made mi l i tary 
appoin tments i n  the mi l i tia, and held cou rts for 
the trial of persons who had favored Pontiac and 
adhered to h im du ring the war. There were 
probably no capital sentences, but ·such as were 
convicted were ban ished. This was perhaps th 
t ime when Cui l leri er  was condem ned.  
The cou rts, so far as we find any trace 
of thei r p roceedings, were cal led courts of inqu iry, 
and there is some reason for supposing they 
were made up  i n  occasional i nstances, if not gen ­
erally, o f  a j u ry, i ns tead of be i ng GOnfined to 
mi l i tary officers .  There are some references 
which indicate the u se of a m ixed j u ry of French 
and English ,  after the fashion of the j u ry de 
nzedietate lz"nguae, formerly u sed for controversies 
wi th aliens .  Si r Wil l iam Johnson refers to the 
convict ion of a trader by cou rt of inqu iry, for 
u sing false weights, and i t  appears that he set 
the Commander at  defian ce, and threatened him 
with legal prosecut ion . 1 I t  was such occu rrences, 
and the uncertain ty how far an officer cou ld 
safely go in  pun ish ing civil offenders, iVhich led 
to s trong appeals from Johnson,  and Governor 
Moore, for some tribunals for deal ing with crim­
i nal in the country ou tside of the Quebec Go' -
ernment. The eastern colon ies ,  acting on the 
principles of the common law, could pun i  h no 
and ' i r  James Mackintosh were t h e  two neare t o f  k i n ,  t h e  f rmer being 
one degree nearer t han the  l atter. A claimant wa also found for the  
estates of Annandale, but unsuccegsfu l ly. 
r 7 N. Y. Doc . ,  895 .  
138 SETTLEMENTS HINDERED. [Chap. Vfl.
offenders outside of their own borders, and mili-
tary law was very distasteful to English courts
and people.' There was much lawlessness among
the roving adventurers outside of the posts,"" and
especially about Mackinaw, which was for some
time after the massacre left without commander
or garrison. It was not restored till 1764 or 1765.
The Lords of Trade opposed any extension
of settlements, on the notion that the settlers
would become manufacturers, and the English
tradesmen would lose their market. The public
men who favored settlements, instead of exposing
the folly of using colonists as inferiors and con-
tributors of all their energies to serve the greedy
demands of home-abiding Englishmen, met the
arrogant claims by urging that new settlers would
enlarge instead of narrowing the market, and
could not furnish their own domestic articles.
The spirit that drove America into revolution was
manifest in the whole correspondence of the govern-
ment agents. Unfortunately there was an interest
in this country opposed to civilization. The fur
trade was still a power, and anything which drove
out the wild beasts and opened the land to cul-
ture was in the way of this powerful ministry of
barbarism. The early associated fur traders were
the worst enemies to improvement which this
region ever encountered; and in the sequel they
very nearly succeeded in changing our political
destiny. But the natural disposition of British
X 7 N. Y. Doc, 877, 895. a 7 N. Y. Doc, 871-2.
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1 3 8 ETTLEM ENTS . H I N DERED.  (CHAP. V f f .  
offenders ou t ide of  the ir  own borders, and mil i ­
tary law wa v ry distastefu l to Engl ish cou rts 
and people . 1 There was much lawlessness among 
the rov i ng adven tu rers outside of  the pos ts,2 and 
e pecial ly abou t Mackinaw, w hich was for some 
time after the ma sacre left without commander 
or garnson . I t  was not restored ti l l I 7 64 or  I 7 65 .  
The Lo rd o f  Trade opposed any extension 
of � ttlements ,  on the not ion that the settlers 
wou ld become manufactu rers, and the Engl ish 
tradesmen wou ld lose thei r market. The publ ic 
men who favored settlemen ts, i nstead of exposing 
th e fol l )  of u sing colon ists as i n feriors and con­
tribu tors of all the i r  energies to serve the greedy 
demands of home-abid ing Englishmen . met the 
arrogan t  claims by urging that new settlers would 
en large instead of  narrowing the market, and 
cou ld not  fu rnish thei r own domestic articles .  
The sp iri t  that drove America in to revolu tion was 
man ifest  in the whole correspondence of the govern­
ment agen ts .  Unfortunately there was an in terest 
in th is cou ntry opposed to civi l i zation .  The fu r  
trade was st i l l  a power, and anythi ng which drove 
ou t the wi ld beasts and opened the land to cul­
tu r was in the way of th is  powerful minis try of 
barbarism . The early associated fu r traders were 
the ·worst  enemies to improvement which this 
region ever encou n tered ; and in the sequel they 
very n arly succeeded in changing ou r pol i t ical 
destiny .  Bu t the natu ral disposition of B ri ti sh 
1 7 N. Y. Doc . ,  877 ,  895 .  2 7 N. Y.  Doc., 87 1 - 2. 
Chap. VII.] LANDS SOUGHT FOR. 139
and Americans to seek their fortunes in new
countries was not to be repressed. Although not
numerous, settlers came in by degrees as soon
as the end of hostilities made it safe ; and in
1767, and probably sooner, there were found in
Detroit persons of British birth and descent
whose families and descendants are well known
there. From the beginning of the occupation the
Commandants were beset with applications for
lands, and they were compelled to give per-
mission to occupy, although they could do no
more. It had been customary for the French
Commandants, w^ith or without the ratification of
the Governor or commanding general, to dispose
of lots of land w^ithin the fort and adjacent
domain, although Mr. Navarre, in 1767, stated
that the power did not exist in the domain.'
But grants of land for farming purposes were
within the control of the authorities at Quebec,
and the action of the Commandant at Detroit
was nugatory unless confirmed. The Indian title*
had not been given up, except east of the fort
to Lake St. Clair, and a trifling distance west.
The Royal Proclamation distinctly forbade private
Indian purchases.
In 1765, when Colonel John Campbell was in
command, George Croghan held a council at
Detroit, where eighteen Indian tribes were repre-
sented, and was more fortunate than Bradstreet
in getting their confidence. Croghan was the
I I St. Papers.
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CHAP. VII . ]  LANDS SOUGHT FO R .  1 3 9 
and Americans to seek thei r  fortunes m new 
countries was not to be repressed. Although not 
numerous, settlers came in by degrees as soon 
as the end of hostil i t ies made i t  safe ; and i n  
I 7 67 ,  and  probably sooner, there were found in  
Detro i t  person s  of B ri t ish bi rth and descent  
whose famil ies and descendants are well known 
there. From the beginn �ng of the occu pa t i  on the 
Commandants were beset wi th appl ications for  
lands, and  they were compelled to  give per­
m ission to occupy, although they cou ld do no 
more .  It had been customary for the French 
Commandants, with or  w ithou t the ratification of 
the Governor or commanding general , to dispose 
of lots of land wi th in  the fort and adjacent 
domain ,  although M r. Navarre, in r 7 67 ,  stated 
that the power d id not  ex is t  in the domain .  1 
But  grants of land for farming pu rposes were 
within the con trol of the au thorit ies at Quebec, 
and the action of the Commandant at Detroit 
was nugatory u nless confirmed.  The I nd ian tit le 
had not been given up, except east of the fort 
to Lake St .  Clai r, and a trifling distance west .  
The Royal Proclamation disti nctly forbade private 
I ndian purchases .  
In 1 765 ,  when Colonel J ohn  Campbell was in 
command, George Croghan held a cou nci l  at 
Detroit, where eighteen I n dian tribes were repre­
sented, and was more fortunate than B radstreet 
m getting the i r  confidence. Croghan was the 
x I St. Papers. 
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ablest British acrent that ever dealt with the
Indians In the Northwest. On this occasion he
persuaded Pontlac to enter Into friendly relations
with tlie British, and the grant to Dr. Anthon
previously mentioned, made at this council, was
probably the first Indian grant made in this region
to any one.' It was not good within the letter
of the King's proclamation, but such grants made
In treaties have generally been respected, and
while this was by separate deed, it was very
likely one of the means whereby the chief was
conciliated. The suggestions he made to appoint
as agents persons in whom he had confidence,
were deemed worthy of consideration by vSIr
William Johnson, and It would have been a very
cheap privilege to allow him to give away his
own lands to a British officer and surgeon, who
had earned his gratitude. There were, however,
many dealings with the Indians for private grants,
which were connived at or openly favored by later
Commandants, without any color of right.
It appears Incidentally that the Inhabitants of
Detroit had been regularly taxed to keep up the
forufications. In 1765, when Colonel Campbell
was expecting to leave, a remonstrance was sent
to him against these taxes as oppressive. The
burden, however, does not seem to have been a
new one. Not long after, a subscription was
made by the traders and others, to put the fort
I At the same time, or within a tew days, Pontiac made several
other grants in the same vicinity, all four arpents by eighty.
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1 4  0 l N D I A N  C0NCESSION S .  [CHAP. V I I .  
abl est  B rit ish age n t  that eve r deal t with the 
I nd ians  in th e N o rth west.  On this  occas ion he 
l e rsuaded Pon tiac to e nte r i n to friendly  relation s 
with the B ri tish,  and the gran t to D r. A n thon 
1 rc viou sly m e nt ioned,  made at this cou n c i l ,  was 
I robably the fi rst  I nd ian gra n t  made i n  this  regio n  
t any o n e . 1  I t  w a s  n ot good with in  the lette r 
o f  the Ki ng's p roclamat ion ,  bu t s u ch grants made 
i n  treaties have e n e rally b e e n  respected,  a n d  
whi le  th i s  was by separate d e e d ,  i t  w a s  v e ry 
l ik ely one of the m eans whe reby the ch ief  was 
co n c i l iated.  The suggest ions  he made to appo i n t  
a s  age nts p e rson s  i n  �horn he had confiden ce,  
w e re deemed worth y  of conside ration by Si r 
\V i l l iam J oh n so n ,  a n d  i t  wou l d  have bee n a very 
c heap p riv i lege to al low h i m  to give away h i s  
O \v n  lands to a B rit ish offi c e r  and su rgeon ,  w h o  
h a d  earn ed h is gratitu de .  The re we re ,  however ,  
many deal i ngs with the I n d ia n s  fo r  p rivate g rants,  
which w e re con n ived at or openly favo red by later 
Com mandants,  wi thou t  any color of right. 
I t  appea rs i n c id e n tally that the i n hab i ta n ts of 
De troit  had been regularl y  taxed to keep u p  the 
fortifications .  I n  r 7 65 ,  w h e n  Colonel Campbel l  
was expecti ng to l eave,  a remonstrance was sent  
t h im aga i n .  t these taxes as opp ress ive .  The 
bu rde n ,  howev e r, does not  seem to have been a 
n w o n e .  N ot long afte r, a su bscription was 
mad by the trade rs a n d  othe rs, to pu t th fo rt 
1 A t  t h e  same t ime, or within a few days, Pontiac made  several 
other grant� i n  the same vicinity, al l  four arpents by eigh ty. 
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and stockade in complete order. In 1766, a
receipt is found for three pounds York currency,
on a farm outside the fort, levied by Colonel
Campbell for lodging troops/
In 1765, Philip Le Grand appears to have been
acting as justice of the peace, and notary, proba-
bly appointed by Bradstreet. He seems to have
held the office for several years. In 1776, he
acted in a matter where Philip Dejean was inter-
ested. He could not have clone much except
when the latter could not act, and there are
some indications that Dejean was expected by
General Gage to practically supersede Le (}rand.
The common law powers of a justice did not
extend to the trial of causes, but only to the
examination and committal of offenders.
In 1767, we find the first steps taken to pro-
vide for the administration of justice. On the
24th day of April, 1767, Captain George Turnbull,
of the 60th or Roval American Reo^iment, Com-
mandant of Detroit and its Dependencies, issued
a commission to Philip Dejean, merchant in
Detroit, of a somewhat peculiar and comprehen-
sive character, which ran as lollows :
"I do hereby nominate and appoint you jus-
tice of the Peace, to Inquire into all complaints
that shall come before you, for which purpose
you are hereb)' authorised to examine b)' oath
such Evidences as shall be necessary that the
Truth of the matter may be better known; Pro-
I Wayne Records.
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CHAP. VI I . ]  EARLI EST JU DICIAL COl\I M l ' S IO  1 4 1 
and stockade i n  complete o rd e r .  . I n  r 7 66, a 
rece i p t  i s  fou n d  fo r  th ree pou nds Yo rk cu rrency, 
-o n a farm ou tside the fo rt, levied by Colone l 
Campbell  fo r  lodging t roop . 1  
I n  r 7 65 ,  Ph i l ip  L e  G rand appea rs to ha e bee n 
acting as j u st ice o f  the peace,  and notary p roba­
bly appointe d  by B rads t reet .  H e  seems to have 
held the office fo r  s e v e ral years . I n  1 7 7 6, he 
acted in a ma tte r w h e re Phi l ip  Dej ea n  was i n ter­
ested . H e  could not have done m u ch except 
when the latte r
. 
cou ld  n o t  act ,  and the re a re 
some i ndication s  that Dej ea n  was expe cted b) 
G e n e ral G age to p ractically s u p e rsede Le G rand . 
The common law powers o f  a j ust ice did not  
exte n d  to  th e trial of  c·au es ,  b u t  on ly  to  the 
exam i n at ion and com m i ttal of  offe n d e r ' .  
I n  r 7 6 7 ,  w e  fi n d  the fi rs t  s teps take n  to p ro­
vide fo r  the admi n istrat ion of  j u st ice .  On the 
2 4th day of Ap ri l ,  r 7 6 7 ,  Capta i n  G eo rge Tu rnbu ll ,  
o f  the 6oth o r  Royal Ame rican Regiment , Com­
mandant o f  Detro i t  and i ts Dependencies, is ued 
a comm 1ss 1on to Ph i l i p  Dej ean ,  m e rc hant i n  
De tro i t, of a som ew0at pecu l iar  a n d  co m p r  h � n ­
s ive characte r, which  ran as  follows : 
" I  do h e re by n o m inate and appoint  y u J us ­
t ice  of  the Peace, to  I n q u i r  i n to a l l  com plai n ts 
that s hall come before you , fo r  wh ich pu rpose 
you a re h e reb) au thorised to exam i n e  y oath 
such Evidences as  hall  be n e cessary that the 
Tru th of  the matte r may be better known ; Pro-
1 W ayne Record . 
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vided always that you give no Judgement or final
award but at their joint Request, and which by
bond they bind themselves to abide by, but
settle the Determination of the matter by Arbi-
tration, which they are likewise to give their
bond to abide by, one or two persons to be
chosen by each ; and if they cannot agree and
have named Two only you name a third, and if
Four, a fifth, and their Determination or award
to be approved by me before put in Execution.
I further authorise and Impower you to act as
chief and sole Notary and Tabellion, by drawing
all wills Deeds &c, proper for that Department,
the same to be done in English only, and I also
appoint you sole Vendue Master for such sales
as may happen here, in the usual and accustomed
manner. Given under my hand and seal at
Detroit this 24th day of April 1767." (signed)
Geo. TMrnbidl.
On the 28th day of July, 1767, Robert Bayard,
major commanding, gave him a further commission,
as follows :
"Whereas it has been represented to me by
the Trading People and others reciding at Detroit
that some Tempery form of Justice for the recovery
of Debts &ca, was become absolutely necessary,
and having taken this matter into consideration,
and finding the utility of such an Establishment,
I have accordingly granted them a Tempery Court
of Justice to be held twice in every month at
Detroit, to Decide all actions of Debts, Bonds,
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142 SECOND JUDICIAL COM MISSION. 
vided always that you give no Judgement  or final 
award bu t at the ir  join t  Request, and which by 
bond they b ind themselves to abide by, but 
settle the Determinat ion of the matte r by Arbi­
tration ,  which they are l ikewise to give their 
bond to abide by, one or two persons to be 
chosen by each ; and if they cannot agree and 
have named Two only you name a third, and if  
Fou r, a fifth, and the ir  Determination or award 
to be approved by me  before pu t in Execu tion .  
I further au  tho rise and Im power you to  ac t  as 
chief  and sole Notary and Tabel l ion ,  by drawing 
all wil ls Deeds &c, proper for  that Department ,  
the same to be done in Engl ish only ,  and I also 
appoin t  you sole Vendue Master for such sales  
as  may happen here, i n  the u sual and accustomed 
manner. Given u nder my hand and seal at  
Detroi t  thi s  2 4th day of Apri l  r 767 . "  (s igned) 
Geo. Turnbull. 
On the 2 8.th day of Ju ly, 1 7 67 ,  Robert Bayard , 
major commanding, gave him a fu rther commission, 
as follows : 
" Whereas i t  has been  represen ted to me by 
the Trading People and others reciding at Detroi t  
that some Tempery form of  J u stice for  the recovery 
of Debts &ca, was become absolu tely necessary, 
and having taken this matter i nto cons ideration, 
and finding the u ti l i ty of such an Establ ishment, 
I have accordingly granted them a Tempery Court 
of J ustice to be held twice in every month at 
Detro i t, to Decide all actions of Debts, Bonds, 
Chap. VII.] JUDGE DEJEAN INVESTIGATED. 143
Bills, Contracts and Trespasses, above the sum
of Five Pounds' New York CWcency, . and.
confiding in Philip Dejean for his uprightness
and Integrity, I do hereby nominate and appoint
him the second Judge of the said Court of Jusdce
at Detroit. Given under my hand and seal at
Detroit, the 28th day of July 1767. "(Signed)
''Rob* Bayard, Major' Comm-< at Detroit. To Philip
Dejean Esq^''-'^
The first judge was doubtless the Commandant,
who always retained control of affairs.
Major Bayard at the same dme established a
fee-bill, approved by a committee of citizens. Mr.
Dejean, of whom we shall hear further, was a
merchant who had been unfortunate in his busi-
ness. Within the next year he seems to have
given occasion for complaints — apparently tor
extordon. But for some reasons not apparent —
(although from his after life it may be assumed
it was a peculiar influence at head-quarters) no
one dared to come out openly and oppose him.
On the 28th of May, 1763, at Dejean's request,
Captain Turnbull called a court of inquiry, "in
consequence of complaints made against him,"
who reported that they, "having Duely heard and
carefully examined into the Grievances set iorth
by the said Philip Dejean Esq^'^' are of opinion
First, That the Fees established by the Committee
appointed by Major Robert Bayard on the estab-
lishment of the Court of Justice at Detroit are
« Twelve dollars and a half.
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CHAP. V I I .] JUDGE D EJ EAN I N V EST!GATED.  1 4 3  
Bil l s , Con tracts and  Trespasses, the sum 
of Five Pou nds 1 New York and 
confiding i n  Phi l ip  Dejean for his uprightnes · 
and I ntegri ty, I do hereby nominate and appoint 
him the second J udge of th said Cou rt of Ju stice 
at  Detroit . Given under my hand and seal at 
Detro i t, the 28 th day of J u ly 1 767 .  " (Signed) 
" Robt Bayard, Major C01nm.<: at Deb/'od To Philip 
Dejean Esqrr. ' '  
The first judge was doubtless the Commandant, 
who always retained control of affairs .  
Major Bayard at  the same t ime establ ished a 
fee-bi l l ,  approved by a com mittee of cit izens .  l\ti r. 
Dejean,  of whom we shall hear fu rther, was a 
merchant who had been unfortunate i n  his bus i ­
ness .  Within the next year he seems to have 
given occas ion for complaints-apparently for 
extortion .  Bu t  for some reasons not apparent­
(al though from his afte r l i fe i t  may be assumed 
it  was a pecu l iar influence at head-quarters ) n o  
one dared to come out  open l) and oppose h im .  
On the 28 th of May, r 7 63 ,  at Dejean 's  request, 
Captain Tu rnbull cal led a cou rt of i nqu ir) , ' ' i n  
consequence o f  complain ts made again st h im," 
who reported that they, " hav ing Duely heard and 
carefully examined i n to the Grievances set  fi rth 
by the said Phi l ip  Dejean Esq re , are of opi n ion 
F£rst, That the Fe es e tabl ished by the Comm ittee 
appointed by Major  Robert Bayard on the estab­
l ishment' of the Cou rt of Justi ce at Detroit  are 
1 Twelve dol lars and a hal f. 
144 DEJEAN APPROVED.
[Chap. VII.
just and reasonable and ought not to be less.
Secondly, That evry Prisoner confin'd in the
Guard House, whether for Debt or Misdemeanor,
shall on his being sett at Liberty, pay One Dol-
lar, and evry Batteau or Canoe arriveing here
loaded with Merchandize belonging to any Person
or Persons not possessing in Property any Lot
or Building within this Fort, shall pay Two
Dollars, and the monies ariseing from thence to
be aply'd as in the time of the French Govern-
ment to keep in Good and sufficient Repairs the
Fortifications around the Town, as will more
fully appear in our former Petition to Capt" Turn-
bull for that Purpose. Thirdly, No Person
having appear'd before us to make any Com-
plaints against said Philip Dejean with respect to
his publick office, we are of opinion that they
were ill-founded and without cause." This is
signed by yaines Sterling, Colin Andrews, T.
Williams, Will"^ Edgar, John Robison, Eustache
Gamelin, P. St. Cosnie, y. Cabacier, Cicote, T.
M oiler c, A. Bar the.
It would seem that some movement was on
foot to remove Dejean, as on the 26th of May
a very brief certificate, whereby the signers "do
vote for and unanimously approve of Philip
Dejean to be Judge and Justice of the District
of Detroit and its Dependencies " was signed
by thirty-three persons, of whom five were
French, and the rest English, Scotch and Dutch.
On the 13th of June, 1768, a petition in French
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144 DEJ EAN APPROVED. [CHAP. V i l .  
j ust and reasonable and ought not to b less. 
Secondl y, That evry Prisoner con fin' d in the 
Guard H ouse, whether for Debt or M isdemeanor, 
shall on  his being sett at Liberty, pay One Dol­
lar, and evry Batteau or Canoe arriveing here 
loaded with Merchandize belonging to any Person 
or  Persons not possess ing in  Property any Lot 
or B u i lding with in  this Fort, shall pay Two 
Dollars ,  and the monies ariseing from thence to 
be aply 'd as in the time of the French Govern­
ment  to keep in  Good and sufficient  Repairs the 
Fortifications arou nd  the Town, as wil l more 
fully appear i n  our  former Petit ion to Capt11 Turn­
bull for that Purpose .  Thirdly, No Person 
having appear'd before us to make any Com­
plain ts agains t  said Phil ip Dejean with respect to 
his pu blick office, we are of opin ion that they 
were i l l -founded and without cause . ' '  This i s  
s igned by 7a1nes Sterling, Colz'n Andrews, T. 
Williams, Wzllm Edgar, 7olzn Robison, Eustache 
Gmnelin , P St. Cosme, J· Cabacier, Cicote, T. 
Mollere, A. Barthe. 
I t  would seem that some movement was on  
foot to remove Dejean,  as  on  the 2 6th of May 
a very brief certificate, whereby the signers " do 
vote for and u nanimously approve of Phi l ip 
Dejean to be J u dge and J u stice of the District 
of Detroit  and its Dependencies " was signed 
by thirty-three persons, of whom five were 
French, and the rest  English, cotch and Dutch. 
On the r 3th of J u ne, 1 7 68 ,  a petit ion in French 
Chap. VII ] MISCONDUCT OF ROGERS. 145
was drawn up addressed to General C}age, and
signed by twenty-five signers, to the same effect,
the principal reason given being that Dejean
" understands both English and French, and is
therefore much better able to decide the difficul-
ties which may arise between the ancient and
new subjects* of His Britannic Majesty." General
Gage did not disturb the appointment.'
About this time a court of inquiry was held
to pass upon Bellestre's title to several lots in
Detroit, and he appeared before them and estab-
lished his claims.^
Meanwhile Mackinaw had been re-established.
In 1766 complaints were made that affairs were
not going on properly there. The next year
evidence was obtained that Robert Roeers, who
was sent there in 1765, was intriguing by lavish
presents and otherwise to get influence with the
Indians, for the ultimate purpose, as was then
supposed, of getting a separate colony or other
establishment for his own emolument. He ob-
tained the means by drawing large drafts which
were not honored, and became involved very
heavily, and completely demoralized the savages.
He was afterwards charged with having meditated
surrendering Mackinaw to the French or Spani-
ards, and was taken down to Montreal under
arrest, and as some say in irons, and tried by
court mardal. He could not have been convicted
^ Wayne Records, A , 35. 2 Id., B., 128.
10
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CiuP. VI I . )  M ISCON DUCT O F  R OG E RS. 14 5 
was drawn up  address d to r. eneral Gage, and 
signed by tw n ty-five sig ners, to the same effect, 
the principal reason riven bein - that Dejean 
' '  understands both Engl i h and French, and is 
therefore much better able to decide the difficu l­
t ies which may arise between the ancient and 
new su bjec ts· of H is B ri tann ic l\1ajesty. " General 
Gage did not d isturb the appoi n tment . 1  
Abou t th is  t ime a cou rt of inqu i ry was held 
to pass upon Bel lestre 's  t it le to several lots in 
Detro i t, and he appeared before them and estab­
l ished his cla ims .  2 
Meanwhile Mackinaw had been re-establ ished. 
In r 7 66 complain ts were made that affairs were 
not  going on p roperly there. The next  year 
evidence was obta ined that Robert Rogers, who 
was sent there in r 7 65 ,  was i ntrigu ing by lavish 
presents and otherwise to get influence with th 
I ndians, for the u l t imate purpose, as \ as then 
supposed, of ge tting a separate colony or other 
establ ishmen t  for his own emolumen t. He ob­
tained the means by drawing large drafts which 
were not . honored, and became involved ver) 
heavily, and completely demoral ized the savages .  
He  was afte rwards charged with having meditated 
surrendering Mackinaw to the French or pani ­
ards, an d was taken down to Montreal under 
arrest, and as some say m iroris and tr i  d by 
cou rt martial .  He  cou ld  not have been convicted 
1 W ayne Kecord , A , 3 5 .  2 l d . ,  B. , 1 2  • 
1 0  
146 SUBSEQUENT CAREER OF ROGERS. [Chap. VII.
of treason, for he was soon afterwards at large,
and went to Algiers and entered the service of
the Dey.
The narrative of his doing^s at Mackinaw, as
given by the depositions which led to his arrest,
shows that he must have had some designs
inconsistent with honesty as well as loyalty, but
it is difficult to say just what they were. A letter
was intercepted from Colonel Hopkins, (who
appears to have been well acquainted in Detroit,
but through some discontent or other cause to
have entered the French service,) urging Rogers,
in a vague way, to gain over the Indians, and
offering to use influence, if he should desire it, to
get him employment from France. But the
writer was evidently desirous of having the
American colonies independent, and urges Rogers
to strive for that ultimate end.' The letter is
one of the earliest writings looking towards
American independence. Rogers was unquestion-
ably a dishonest and selfish adventurer, who was
inordinately ambitious and unscrupulous, and his
course gave much uneasiness to the British
authorities. It is not likely he determined his
course by any standard but his own profit or
advancement. When the Revolution opened he
played a double part, professing patriotism ; but
as the Americans had no faith in him he joined
the British and obtained a colonel's commission,
I 7 N. Y. Doc, 988, 993. 8 N. Y. Doc, 36
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1 4 6  SUBSEQU E N T  CAR EER O F  ROGERS. [CHAP .  V I I .  
of treason ,  for  he was soon afte rwards at large, 
and went  to Algiers and entered the se rvice of 
the Dey.  
The narrative of  his doings at Mack inaw. as 
given by the depositions  which led to his arrest, 
shows that he must have had some designs 
inconsisten t  with honesty as well as loyal ty, but 
i t is d ifficu lt to say just what they were .  A lette r 
was in tercepted from Colonel Hopkins ,  (who 
appears to have been well acquain ted i n  Detroit, 
bu t through some d iscon ten t or other cause to 
have entered th e French service,) u rging Rogers, 
in  a · vague way, to gain over the I ndians, and 
offering to u se influence, if  he should des ire i t, to 
get him employm ent  from France .  Bu t  the 
writer was evidently des i rous  of having the 
American colonies independent, and u rges Rogers 
to strive for that u l timate end .  1 The letter is 
one of the earl iest  writ ings look ing towards 
American i ndependence. Rogers was unquestion­
ably a dishonest and selfish adventu re r, who was 
inordinately ambitiou s and un scrupulous, and his 
course gave much uneas iness to the Brit ish 
authori ties .  I t  i s  not l ikely he determined his 
course by any s tandard bu t his own profit  or 
advancement. When the Revolu tion opened he 
played a dou ble part, profess ing patriotism ; but 
as the Ame ricans had no faith i n  him he jo ined 
the Bri tish and obtained a colonel ' s  comm1ss10n, 
1 7 N. Y.  Doc. 1 988, 993. 8 N.  Y .  Doc. , 36 
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but never distinguished himself, and passed into
utter obscurity.'
The British Ministry, in March, 1768, wrote
very strongly to Sir William Johnson in regard
to both Rogers and Chabert cle Joncaire, as dan-
gerous and treacherous men, whose conduct
revealed the necessity of " the utmost circumspec-
tion and attention of His Majesty's servants in
America, as In the present state of some men's
dispositions in that country, when one corres-
pondence of that dangerous tendency is discovered,
there is reason to apprehend there may be more
of the same kind."^
The recent cession to Spain of the French
possessions on the Mississippi very naturally sug-
gested the danger of dealings by the discontented
colonists with Spain. The idea of any independ-
ent resistance was not at that time familiar in
England.
The Lake Superior country at this time
assumed a temporary importance. Alexander
Henry, on his second journey, examined the
mineral country, which had been known long
before to the French, though not worked. In
1768, Hillsboro' informed Sir William Johnson
1 He raise! a corps of American Tories called the Queen's Rangers,
and after he went to England (about 1777) he was succeeded in it? com-
mand by Simc(je, who was afterwards Governor of Upper Canada, nnd
bitterly hostile to the United States. — See Caimiff's Scit'cnicut oj Upper
Canada, /. 71.
2 Hillsboro' to Sir W. Johnson, 8 N. Y Doc, 36.
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CHAP. Vi l .  I �1 I 1 ES 0 r LAKE . U P E R I  R .  1 4 7  
bu t never distinau ished h im .  el f, and  I assed i n to 
utter obscu rity. 1 
The B ri tish M in is try, in  March, 1 7 6  , wrote 
' ery strongly to S i r  W il l iam J ohnson in regard 
to both Rogers and habert de J oncai re, as dan­
gerous and treache rou men .  whose conduct 
revealed th necess i ty of " the u tmost ci rcumspec­
tion and attention of H is Majesty '  sen ant in 
America, as in the present state nf some men '  
d ispositions in that coun try, when one corres­
pondenc o t  that dangerou s tendency is d iscovered, 
there i reason to apprehend there may be more 
of the same k ind . ' ' 2 
The recen t  cession to pain of the Fren ch 
possess ions on the Mississippi ve ry natu ral ly sug­
gested the danger of dealings by the di contented 
colon ists with Spain .  The idea of  an) i ndepend­
ent  res istan ce was not  at that t ime famil iar i n  
England. 
The Lake Superior  cou n tr) at th is t ime 
assumed a temporary importance .  Alexander 
H enry, on  his second jou rney, examined the. 
mineral cou ntr) , which had been known long 
before to the French, though not worked. I n  
I 7 68 ,  H il lsboro '  informed i r  \i\ i l l iam J ohnson 
1 H e  rai � erl a corp of A m erican Tori es ca l l ed the ueen ' s  Ranger:-. 
an d after h e.  \Vent t o  Engl a n d  ( about  1 7 7 7 )  h e  \\' a �  succecc!ecl i n  i t. c u m ­
m an d  by , i mcoe, w h o  w a. afterwarcL overnor of C pper · anada,  :r nd 
b ' t terly ho. t i le  t o  the  Urn t�d ' t ate  . .  - , ' ee Caw·l_fl s S·tt 1,·mi11t 11} Cpper 
c anada, p. 7 1 .  
2 H illsboro' t o  . ' ir \ r J o h n .  on, L • Doc , "'6. 
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that an application had been made for a grant
of all the lands within 60 miles of Lake Superior,
and desired him to report on the subject.' His
report has not, it is believed, been published, but
Henry seems to have gone on his second expe-
dition to explore for copper, and was probably in
the scheme. He visited the east shore of the
lake, and examined Michipicoten and Caribou
Islands. At Point Iroquois, on his return, his
companion, Mr. Norburg, of the 60th Regiment,
found a semi-transparent blueish stone of eight
pounds weight, which, on assay, produced sixty
per cent, of silver. It was deposited in the
British Museum. A mining company, consisting
of several noblemen and other prominent men,
including Sir William Johnson and Alexander
Henry, opened a mine on the Ontonagon River,
and did some work ; but the inconvenience of
access and other difficulties led to its abandon-
ment. The great copper boulder" which Henry
had visited in 1 766, and from which he had cut
with an axe a piece weighing 100 pounds, was
the attraction which led to the enterprise. It
was an object of superstition among the Indians,
who never disturbed articles left on it.
1 8 N. Y. Doc, 92.
2 This was about thirty years ago taken to Washington by Julius
Eldred, of Detroit, and it is now in the possession of the Government.
Several masses much larger have since been taken from the mines, but
this is the largest mass ever found as a boulder at a distance from any
mining ground.
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14  8 f\I I N I N G  ON LAKE SUPERIOR. [CHAP. VI I .  
that an appl ication had been made for a grant 
of all the land with in  60 miles of Lake Superior, 
and desired him to report on the subj ect. 1 H is 
report has not ,  i t  i s  bel ieved, been publ i shed, bu t 
H enry seems to have gone on his second expe­
dition to explore for copper, and was probably i n  
the scheme .  H e  vis i ted the east shore of the 
lake, and examined M ichip icoten and Caribou 
Islands.  At Point  I roquois , on his retu rn ,  his 
compan ion , M r. Norbu rg, of the 6oth Regiment, 
fou nd a semi-transparent  blu eish stone of eight 
pou nds weight, which ,  on assay, produced s ixty 
per cent. of s i lve r. I t  was depos i ted i n  the 
Bri ti sh Museum .  A min ing company, cons isting 
of several noblemen and other p rom inent  men ,  
inclu d ing S ir  W ill iam Johnson and Alexander 
Henry, opened a mine on the Ontonagon Ri;:rer, 
and did some work ; but the inconvenience of 
access and other d ifficu l ties led to i ts abandon­
men t. The great copper bou lder2 which Henry 
had vis i ted i n  I 7 66, and from which he had cut 
with an axe a piece weighing I oo pou nds, was 
the attraction which led to the enterprise .  I t  
was an obj ect of  superstit ion among the l ndian s ,  
who never distu rbed articles left on i t. 
x 8 N. Y .  Doc. , 9 2 .  
2 This was about  thirty years ago taken to  Washington b y  J uliu� 
Eldred, of Detroi t ,  and it i s  now in the possession of the Government. 
Several masses much larger have since been taken from the m ines, but  
th is  is t h e  l arges t ma � ever found as a boulder at a d istance from any 
mining ground. 
Chap. Vll.] CONDITION OF TttE SETTLEMENTS. H9
As no such grant was ever set up afterwards,
and as the Indian title was not extinguished till
within the last forty years, it is probable nothing
was obtained beyond a license. The ideas of
these early speculators were not limited by mod-
erate bounds. The tirst attempt to get access
to the mines in our day was in 1822, when a
company of persons in New |ersey sought to get
a grant of 40,000 acres of the same lands, to be
selected in parcels and not in one tract, at a
rent to be fixed at that time.' The proposition
was not accepted.
The Mackinaw settlement was long without
any great importance. The post had become less
valuable than in the clays of the French. At
Detroit, although some of the people had gone
westward, there was a steady but slow increase,
and the inventories of estates show that domestic
animals were abundant. By confounding the
estimates of the people within the fort with those
of the settlement, some confusion and apparent
contradictions have arisen. The settlement, as
early as 1774, extended on both sides of the
river, for several miles above and a few miles
below the fort. Although no Indian land grants
were lawful, vet as before mentioned, several were
connived at. The Potawatamie village and
cemetery, then below, but now within Detroit,
were conveyed by that tribe to Robert Navarre
the younger, and Isidore Chene, on the charge
» 4 St. Papers, Pub. Lands, 341.
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CHAP. V ! I . 1  CON D ITION OF THE ' ETTLEM ENTS. 1 4  9 
As no such grant  was ever set u1'  afte rwards, 
and as the Indian ti tle was not extingu i hed ti l l  
with in the last forty years it i s  probable nothing 
was obtained beyond a l icense .  The ideas of 
these early specu lators were not l imi ted by mod­
erate bounds .  The fi rst attempt to get access 
to the mine i n  ou r day was in  r 2 2 , when a 
company of persons i n  New Jersey sought  to ge t 
a grant of 40,000 acres of the same lands, to be 
selected i n  parcels and not in one tract, at a 
ren t  to be fixed at that time . 1 The proposition 
was not accepted. 
The Mackinaw settlement was long withou t 
z.ny great importance .  The post had become less 
valuable than in  the days of the French . At 
Detro i t, although some of the people had gone 
westward the re was a stead) bu t l ow increase, 
and the i nventories of estates show that domestic 
an imals were abundant .  By confounding the 
estimates of the people with in the fort with those 
of the settlement, some confusion and apparent 
contradictions  have arisen .  The settlement, as 
early as r 7 74, extended on both sitjes of the 
river, for several m iles above and a few miles 
below the fort .  Although no I ndian land grants 
were lawfu l , yet as before mentioned, several were 
conn ived at. The Potawatamie vi l lage and 
cemetery, then below, bu t now with in Detroit, 
were conveyed by that tribe to Robert Navarre 
the you nger, and Is idore Chene, on the charge 
1 4 St .  Paper�, Pub. Lands, 34 I .  
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that the several grantees should dwell there and
care for the dead. The Navarre sale was approved
by Major Bassett, in 1772. That to Chene was
sanctioned by Lieutenant Governors Hamilton (in
1776), and Sinclair (in 1781.)' In 1774, Major Bas-
sett, on the complaint of the inhabitants that their
lands were encroached upon, appointed James
Sterling to survey them, and directed that his sur-
veys should be conclusive. The people, since the
Pontiac war, had not been disturbed, and many who
had before lived in the fort were now dwelling on
their estates.
The King's Receiver collected the same dues
which had before accrued to the French Govern-
ment for annual rents and fines of alienation.
Captain Turnbull in one case (and very likely in
others) commuted the dues of a farm four arpents
wide for '" six slay loads of wood, French measure!'
The traiiieau, drawn by one pony, usually held
about one-third of a cord, so that this made about
two cords, in lieu of one bushel of wheat, and four
livres, two sols, cash or peltries.''
The cammission de grand voyer (road commis-
sioners) had charge of roads and bridges, and
apportioned the taxes for their support. Where a
bridge was a private charge, it was allowed to re-
lieve the owner from other bridge taxes to the
amount of its expenses. ^
In spite of their increasing prosperity, the British
refused to give the people any government.
I Wayne Records, A., 256-7. » Id., 116. 3 Id., 158.
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1 50 A FFAI RS AT D ETROIT.  (CHAP. Vil .  
that the several grantees should dwell there and 
care for the dead. The N avarre sale was approved 
by Major Bassett, in r 7 7 2 .  That to Chene was 
sanctioned by Lieu tenant G overnors Hamilton  ( in · 
1 7 7 6) ,  and Sinclair ( in  r 7 8 r . ) 1  I n  1 7 74, Major  Bas­
se tt, on the compla int  of the inhabitan ts that the ir  
lands were encroached upon ,  appointed James 
Sterl ing to su rvey them, and d irected that h is  su r­
veys shou ld be conclusive. The people, s ince the 
Pon tiac war, had not been distu rbed, and many who 
had before l ived in the fort were now dwel l ing on 
their  estates. 
The King's Receiver col lected the same dues 
which had before accrued to the French Govern­
ment  for annual rents and fines of alienation .  
Captain Tu rnbul l  i n  one  case (and very l ikely i n  
others) commu ted the du es  of a farm four arpen ts 
wide for " six sla)1 loads of wood, French 1neasure. " 
The traineau, drawn by one pony, u sual ly held 
abou t one-th ird of a cord, so that this  made about 
two cords, in  l ieu of one bushel of wheat, and fou r 
l ivres, two sols ,  cash or peltries.2 
The ccJ.m1nz'ssion de g-rand VO)leJ'' ( road commis­
s ioners) bad charge of roads and bridges, and 
apportioned the taxes for their  support. \i\There a 
bridge was a private charge, it  was allowed to re­
lieve the owner from other bridge taxes to the 
amount  of its expenses. 3 
I n  spite of their  increasing prosperity, the British 
refused to give the people any government. 
x W ayne Records, A . ,  256- 7 .  2 I d . ,  I 1 6. 3 I d . ,  1 5 8. 
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Although Johnson and Shelburne, as well as others,
had urged it, and the two Franklins were unwearied
in their efforts, the Board of Trade setded down
upon the selfish course which was so soon to arouse
resistance in all the English-speaking colonies.
Their whole policy was " to prevent manufactures."'
This they thought '' would not be promoted by these
new colonies, which being proposed to be estab-
lished, at the distance of above fifteen hundred miles
from the sea, and upon places which, upon the
fullest evidence, are found to be utterly inaccessible
to.shipping, will, from their inability to find returns
wherewith to pay for the manufactures of Great
Britain, be probably led to manufacture for them-
selves." They meet the argument that such colon-
ies will raise provisions, in this way. ''The
present French inhabitants in the neighborhood
of the lakes, will, in our humble opinion, be suffi-
cient to furnish with provisions whatever posts may
be necessary to be condnued there ; and as there
are also French inhabitants settled in some parts of
the country, lying upon the Mississippi, between the
Rivers Illinois and the Ohio, it is to be hoped that a
sufficient number of these may be induced to fix
their abode, where the same convenience and
advantage may be deriyed from them. ^' •"•= *
The setdements already existing, as above described,
which being formed under military establishments,
and ever subject to military authority, do not, in our
humble opinion, require any further superintendence
I Mills, 30.
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CHAP. VII . J  OPPOSITION TO COLON IES .  1 5 1  
Although John on  and Shelbu rne,  as wel l as others ,  
had u rged i t, and the two Frankl ins  were unwearied 
in the ir  efforts, the Board of Trade settled down 
upon the selfish cou rse which was so soon to arouse 
res istance in al l  the Engl ish-speak i ng colon ies .  
The ir  whole pol icy was to pre ent  manufactu res . " 1  
This they thought " would not  be  promoted by these 
new colon ies, which being proposed to be estab­
l ished, at the d istance of above fifteen hundred m iles  
from the sea, and u pon p laces which ,  upon the 
fullest eviden ce, are found to be u tte rly i naccessible 
to shipping, w il l ,  from the ir  inab i l i ty to fi nd re tu rns 
wherewith to pay for the manufactu res of Great 
Bri tai n ,  be probably led to manufacture for them­
selves . "  They meet  the argument  that such colon­
ies wi l l  raise prov is ions ,  i n  th is way .  " The 
present  French i nhabitants i n  the neighborhood 
of the lakes, will ,  in our  humble opi n ion ,  be suffi­
c ien t  to fu rn ish wi th provis ion s whatever posts may 
be necessary to be continued there ; and as the re 
are als·o French i nhabitants settled i n  some parts of  
the cou ntry, ly ing upon  the Miss iss ippi ,  between the 
Rivers I l l inois and the Ohio, it is to be hoped that a 
sufficient nu mber of these may be i nduced to fix 
the i r  abode, where the same conven ience and 
advantage may be deri yed from them . * * * 
The settlements al ready exist i ng, as above de cribed, 
which be ing formed unde r mi l i tary establ ishments, 
and ever su bjec t  to m i l i tary au thori t; , do not in ou r 
hu mble opin ion ,  requ i re any fu rther superin t ndence 
I �1 i JL 1 JO. 
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than that of the miHtary officers commanding at
these posts."'
The necessity of conciHating that part of the
Province which was well settled, and had been
before under laws and civil institutions, led to the
enactment, in 1774, of the Quebec Act, whereby,
ostensibly, the whole country was to be assured
these privileges. It was delusive everywhere, and
the Historian Garneau finds a lack of words to
express his indignation at the course pursued under
it.^ By our Declaration of Independence it was
denounced as unfavorable to libertv. If the Detroit
colonists heard of it, it was but as a distant rumor
of something which did not affect them. No news-
papers then circulated in the Province, and the
Michigan colonists, perhaps, would not have seen
them if they had existed. Nevertheless, stirring
times were approaching.
I Mills, ^2. » Garneau, passim.
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152  QUEBEC ACT . [CHAP. Vl t .  
than that of the mil itary office rs comm�nding at  
the e posts . " 1 
The n ecessity of conci l iating that part of the 
Province which was well settled, and had been 
before under laws and civil institut ions,  led to the 
enactment , in  1 7 7 4, of the Quebec Act, whereby, 
ostensibly, the whole coun try was to be assured 
these privileges .  It was delusive everywhere, and 
the H istorian Garneau finds a lack of words to 
express his indignation at the cou rse pu rsued under 
it . 2 By ou r Declaration of I ndependence it was 
denounced as unfavorable to l iberty. If the Detroit 
colon ists heard of i t, i t  was bu t as a distant rumor 
of something wh ich did not affect them. No  news­
papers then circu lated in  the Prov ince ,  and the 
Michigan coloni sts, pe rhaps, would  not have seen 
them if they had ex isted .  Nevertheless, s ti rring 
times were approaching. 
x M i lls ,  32 .  2 Garneau, passim. 
CHAPTER VIII.
.^r MICHIGAN UNDER BRITISH LAW.
In 1774, an act was passed by the British
Parliament, commonly called the Quebec Act, by
which the entire British possessions west of New
York, north of the Ohio, and east of the
Mississippi River, were incorporated into the
Province of Quebec, and made subject to its
government. The laws of Canada, as they had
been in force before the Conquest, were nominally
made the rule of decision in civil matters, and
the English law in criminal matters; and this has
been quite generally supposed to be the scope
and chief design of the statute. If this had been
so, the strong condemnation of this Act in the
Declaration of Independence would have been
exaggerated. It is there described as an act
" for abolishing the free system of English laws
in a neighboring province, establishing therein an
arbitrary government, and enlarging its bounda-
ries, so as to render it at once an example and
a fit instrument for introducing- the same absolute
rule into these colonies."
Although this statute was smuggled through
the House of Lords, and urged in the Commons,
as an act of justice to the Canadians, it was
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C H A P T E R  V I I I . 
MICHIGAN UNDER BRITISH LAW. 
IN 1 7 74, an act was passed by the Bri tish 
Parl iament, commonly cal led the . Quebec Act, by 
which the ent ire B ri tish possessions west of New 
York, north of the Ohio, and east of the 
M ississippi River, were in corporated into the 
Province of Quebec, arid made subject to i ts 
gove rnment. The laws of Canada, as they had 
been in force before the Conquest, were nominally 
made the rule  of decision in civi l matters ,  and 
the English law in crim inal matters ; and th is has 
been qu i te generally supposed to be the scope 
and chief des ign of  the statu te.  I f  th is had been 
so, the strong condemnation of this Act in  the 
Declaration of I ndependence would  have been 
exaggerated . It i s  there descr ibed as an act 
" for abol ishi ng the free system of English laws 
in  a ne ighboring provi nce, establ ishing therein an 
arbitrary gove rn ment, · and enlarging i ts bou nda­
ries, so as to render i t · at once an example and 
a fit  i nstrument  for introduc ing the same absolu te 
rule i n to these colonies ."  
Although this  statute was smuggled through 
the H ouse of Lords, and u rged in  the Commons, 
as an act of jus tice to the Canadians i t  was 
154 QUEBEC ACT. (Chap. VIII.
contrived and really intended to prevent settle-
ments in the colony, and discourage Englishmen
from going there, by depriving them of the
benefit of English law, both civil and criminal.
Hillsborough and Thurlow had combined to resist
all new settlements, and when Franklin had at
last succeeded in obtaining the consent of the
council to establish a colony south of the Ohio,
Thurlow contrived to prevent the sealing of the
order/ When the Quebec Act was sent down to
the House of Commons, the course of the Minis-
try was such as would not be tolerated in
modern times. Burke, Colonel Barre, Fox, and
many other distinguished men, opposed it bitterly.
But, before discussing its provisions, calls were
made on the Government for information and
documents in the public offices, and tor the
official opinions of the law officers of the Crown
on various matters laid before them. This
information they failed to get. The law officers
who were summoned before the House refused
to make any disclosures, on the ground that
their opinions belonged to His Majesty. Dr.
Marriott, the civilian, not only refused to make
disclosures of the tenor of his official reports, but
treated the other questions put to him in a
strain of impertinence not often parallelled. The
opposition succeeded in correcting a few defects,
and in procuring for the inhabitants a right to
make wills according to either English or French
law. But beyond this they had no success.
1 5 Bancroft, 47.
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1 54 QUEBEC ACT. f CHAP. V I I I .  
contrived and real ly i n tended to prevent  settle­
ments in t11e colony ,  and d iscou rage Engl ishmen  
from going there ,  by depri v i ng them o f  the 
benet1 t  of Engl i sh law, both c iv il and c rim i nal .  
H i l l sborough and Thurlow had combined to res ist  
a l l  new settlemen ts, and when Frankl in  had at 
last succeeded in obta in ing the con.sent of the 
cou nci l  to establ ish a colony sou th of the Ohio, 
Thurl ow contrived to preven t the seal ing o f  the 
order. 1 When the Quebec Act was sent  down to 
the H ouse of Commons, the cou rse of the Min is­
tr; was such as wou ld not be tolerated in 
modern t imes. B u rke, Colonel Barre, Fox, and 
many other d ist i ngu i shed men ,  opposed i t  bi tterly. 
But, before d iscuss ing i ts provis ions ,  call s  were 
made on the Government  for i nformation and 
docu ments i n  the publ i c  offices, and for the 
fficial op in ion s of the law office rs of the Crown 
on vanou s matters laid before them.  This 
i nformation they failed to get .  The law officers 
who were summoned before the H ouse refused 
to make any di sclosu res, on the grou nd  that 
th e i r  opin ions belonged to H is Majes ty. Dr. 
Marriott, the c iv i l ian ,  not on ly refused to make 
disclo u res of the tenor of his official reports, bu t 
treated the other que stions pu t to h im i n  a 
strai n of impe rt i nence not often parallel led . The 
opposi t ion su cceeded i n  correcting a few defects, 
and in procu ring for the i nhabitan ts a right to 
make wi l ls  accord ing to e i ther Engl ish or French 
law. But  b �yond  this they had no success. 
i 5 Bancroft ,  47 .  
Chap. VIII.] QUEBEC ACT 155
The Statute, while estabHshing nominally the
Canadian and English law, as furnishing rules of
decision in civil and criminal cases respectively,
made no attempt to determine what were to be
deemed the old laws of Canada, although there
had been much dispute upon that subject. Chief
Justice Hay, of Canada, who was a witness before
the House, admitted he knew nothing about the
French law ; and when an objection was made
to the act that it put all the existing judges out
of office, it was answered by an assurance that
they would be continued. The whole legislative
power was put in the hands of the Governor,
(and in his absence the Lieutenant Governor or
Commander-in-Chief) and a council of not less
than seventeen nor more than twenty-three, all
appointed by the Crown, whose acts might be
reviewed by the King in council. All the ordin-
ances of the Province, whether under French or
British authority, were annulled.* No provision
was made for a future assembly, except as a
possibility. Ordinances of the new legislative
board extending imprisonment be3^ond three
months were to require the Royal approval, but
there was no limit to .the imposition of fines or
forfeitures. No provision was made for the
regulation of courts, which were left entirely at
the pleasure of the King, to create* and regulate
as he chose. An attempt to introduce a right to
the writ of habeas corpus was opposed by the
Ministry, and defeated. The claim that a repre-
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CHAP. VIII . ]  QUEBEC ACT . 1 5 5 
The statu te, whi le establ ishing nominally the 
Canadian and English law, as furnishing ru les of 
decision in civi l  and criminal cases respectively, 
made no attempt to determine what were to be 
deemed the old laws of Canada, al though there 
had been much d ispute u pon that subject. Chief 
J ustice Hay, of  Canada, who was a witness before 
the H ouse, admitted he knew nothi ng abou t the 
French law ; and when an objection was made 
to the act that i t  pu t  all the exist ing ju dges out  
of office, it  was answered by an assu rance that 
they would be continued .  The whole legislative 
power was pu t in the hands of the Governor, 
(and i n  his absence the Lieu tenant Governor or 
Commande r- in-Chief) and a cou nci l  of not less 
than seven teen nor more than twen ty-three, all 
appoin ted by the Crown , whose acts might be 
rev iewed by the King in counci l .  Al l  the o rdin­
ances of the Province, whether- u nder French or  
Bri tish au thority, were annul led .· No provision 
was made for a futu re assembly, except as a 
possibi l i ty. Ordinances of the new legislative 
board extending imprisonment beyond three 
months were to requ i re the Royal approval, bu t 
there was no l imit  to the im position of fi nes or 
forfeitures .  No p rovision was made for the 
regulation of cou rts, which were left enti rely at 
the pleasu re of the King-, to create and regulate 
as he chose. An attempt to in troduce a right to 
the writ of lzabeas corpu was opposed by the 
Min i  try, and defeated .  The claim that a repre-
156 QUEBEC ACT. [Chap. Vlll.
sentative legislature should be introduced, was
resisted on the orround that there were less than
o
four hundred Englishmen in the Province, and
that although the French population had become
numerous, the idea that they should have any
such civil rights was preposterous. They were
spoken of as if they had no claim to be regarded
as British subjects, but only as a conquered peo-
ple holding all their privileges by favor. When
Lord Mansfield was attacked by Lord Camden
for his course in sustaining the bill, as incon-
sistent with his former advocacy of the rights of
the Canadians, he practically recanted his old
assertions, and went all leno-ths with Thurlow.
Mansfield, with all his ability as a judge, was no
friend to freedom. The House of Lords, on the
return of the amended bill from the Commons,
was compelled to listen to Chatham and Camden,
who with sound law and manly eloquence
denounced the atrocious measure, and were
answered with nothing better than the impudent
audacity ot men who cared nothing for colonial
liberty, or fior any human rights beyond the four
seas. Even Ireland was pressed into the service,
to show that Canada was treated in the same
way, and that there were already places under
the control of the Government where the writ of
habeas coTp7is was denied.
It was soon made manifest that Canada was to
be governed by unmixed Royal prerogative, and
used to annoy the other colonies. The control of
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1 56 Q U E B EC ACT . [CHAP. V t! l .  
sentative legislatu re shou ld be in troduced, was 
res isted on the ground that there were less than 
four hu ndred Engl ishmen in the Province, and 
that although the French populat ion had becom e 
numerous, the idea that they should have any 
such civil righ ts was preposterou s .  They were 
poken of as i f  they had no claim to be regarded 
as Bri tish subj ects ,  but only as a conquered peo­
ple holding all their  privileges by favor. When 
Lord Mansfield was attacked by Lord Camden 
for his cou rse in  susta in ing the bi l l ,  as i ncon­
si s tent  with his fo rmer  advocacy of the rights of 
the Canadians ,  he practically recan ted his .old 
asse rtions , and went  all lengths with Thurlow . 
lVIan sfield ,  wi th all his abi l i ty as a j udge, was no 
frie nd  to freedom. The · H ouse of Lords, on the 
. re tu rn of the am ended bil l  from the Commons, 
was compelled to l i sten to Chatham and Camden ,  
who with sou n d  law and m anly eloquence 
denou nced the atrocious measu re, and were 
answered with noth ing bette r than the impudent 
audacity of  men who cared nothing for colonial 
l ibe rty, or for any hu m an rights beyond the four 
seas .  Even I relan d was pressed into the service, 
to sl ow that Canada was treated in the same 
way, and that the re were al ready places u nder 
the con trol  of the Gove rnment where the wri t  of 
habeas corpus was denied.  
I t  was soon made manifest that Canada was to 
be go".erned by u nmixed Royal prerogative, and 
used to annoy the other  colonies .  The control of 
Chap. VIII. j PETITIONS AGAINST THE QUEBEC ACT. 157
Indian affairs was taken awa)- entirely from the
English-speaking colonies, and centred in Quebec.
Judges were appointed who had no knowledge of
French law, and the Governor and Council showed
no desire to supply the deficiencies of the Act. Sir
Guy Carleton, afterwards Lord Dorchester, was
much respected, but not calculated to manage civil
reform.
Within a few months repeated protests and peti-
tions came to Eno^land from the British and French
people of the Province, but when they reached
official custody they were laid aside without notice.
When Lord Camden presented such a petition
in the House of Lords, he was much abused lor
doing so, and the Lords on the Government benches
admitted that they had received and suppressed
such documents, and insisted he had no right to
introduce it. Chatham and Camden labored zeal-
ously for the repeal of the Quebec Act, and claimed
that its mischief had now become palpable. But
they failed, and their bill was defeated, after a hard
fight in both houses. It is stated that an intimation
was given to the petitioners, (who especially de-
manded an assembly and habeas corpus,) that the)'
might have what they chose if they would allow the
principle to be maintained that Parliament had an
unlimited right of legislation over the colonies.
This principle apparently was not manifest to the
petitioners. In the original Quebec Act, as it went
down to the Commons, the right in the colonial
authorities to levy any taxes whatever was pro-
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CHAP. VI I I .  PETITIONS AGA I NST T H E  QUEBEC ACT . 1 5 ,.., 
I ndian affairs was taken awa) nti re ly from th 
English-speaking colonies, and cen tred in Q u ebec.  
Judges were appoin ted who had no knowledge of 
French la\i\ , and the Governor and Cou nci l  showed 
no desire to supply the deficien cies of the Act. Sir 
Gu ) Carleton ,  afterwards Lord Dorchester, was 
much respected, bu t not  calcu lated to manage c i \  il 
reform .  
Within a few months repeated protests and  pet i­
tions  came. to En
.
gland from the Brit ish and French 
people of �he Province, but  when they reache 
official custody they were laid aside without notice . 
\l\lhen Lord Camden presented such a peti tion 
in  the House of Lords, he was much abused for 
doing so, and the Lords on the Governmen t benches  
admitted that they had received and su ppres �ed 
such documents ,  and insisted he had no rib h t  to 
i n troduce it. Chatham and Camden labored zea l ­
ous ly for the repeal of  the Quebec Act, and claimed 
that i t  mischief had now become palpable .  B u t  
they failed, and their bil l was defeated, afte r a hard 
figh t in  bo th houses .  I t  i stated that an in t imati n 
was given to the pe titioners, ( '  rh espec ial ly de­
manded an assembly and /zabeas corpus, that they 
might have what they chose if the; \ ould al lO\\ th ' 
principle to be maintain ed that Parl iament had an 
unl imited right of legislation O\  er the colon ies .  
This  princ iple apparently wa not man ifest to the 
pet1 t10ners .  In  the o riginal Quebec Act, as  i t  wen t 
down to the Common , the righ t in the colon ial 
authori ties to levy any taxes whatever was pro-
I 
158 LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR FOR DETROIT. [Chap. VITJ.
hibited. In the Commons an amendment was ob-
tained, allowing the council to impose such taxes as
the inhabitants of the various local districts should
vote for roads, buildings, and other local purposes ;
but this was all.
It is a matter worth recording that at the head
of the Quebec committee on the principal petition,
which was signed by nearly every leading person of
British origin in Quebec and Montreal, stands the
name of Zachary Macaulay. This patriotic gentle-
man, from his peculiar name, must have been a
kinsman of the able man who afterwards became
one of the principal supporters, if not the origina-
tor, of the movement against the slave trade, and
was a friend and counsellor of Clarkson and Wil-
berforce, and the other " wise men of Clapham,"
who were always on the side of free institutions.
The fame of that second Zachary Macaulay has
been overshadowed by that of his eminent son,
Lord Macaulay, the historian. His relationship to
the Quebec merchant is not known.
Although in the lower parts of the Province,
where the settlements were more dense, the system
of government assumed an external appearance ot
legal formality, no attempt or pretence was made to
relieve the western region from martial law. A
lieutenant governor was sent to Detroit, who had
almost, if not quite, absolute authority. Henry
Hamilton was first appointed in that capacity, and
he arrived at Detroit in 1775. The old system was
to terminate May i, 1775. It was not till 1788 that
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1 5 8 LI EUTENANT GOV ER NO R FOR D ET ROIT. [CHAP. VII J .  
hibited. In the Commons an amendment was ob­
tained_, al lowing the cou nci l  to impose such taxes as 
the inhabitan ts of the various local d i  tricts should  
vote for roads, bu i ld i ngs and other local pu rposes : 
bu t this  was all . 
I t  i s  a matter worth record ing that at the head 
of the Quebec committee on the p rincipal peti t ion ,  
which was signed by nearly every lead ing person of 
Bri tish origin in  Quebec and Montreal, stands the 
name of Zachary Macaulay. This patriotic gentle­
man, from his pecu l iar name,  must have been a 
k insman of the able man who afterwards became 
one of the pri nc ipal supporters, i f  not  the origina­
tor, of the movement against  the slave trade, and 
was a friend and counsel lor of Clarkson and W il­
berforce, and the other " wise men of Clapham," 
who were always on the s ide of free insti tu tions .  
The fam e of that second Zachary Macaulay has 
been overshadowed by that of his eminent  son, 
Lord Macau lay, the h istorian . H is re lationship to 
the Q uebec merchant  is not  known . 
Although in  the lower parts of the Province, 
where the settlements were more dense, the system 
of governmen t  assumed an external appearance of 
legal formal i ty, no attempt or pretence was made to 
rel ieve the we tern region from martial law. A 
l ieu tenan t governor was sent  to Detro it ,  who had 
almo t, if not qu i te, absolute au thori ty. H enry 
Hamilton was first  appointed in  that capacity. and 
he arrived at Detro i t  in 1 7 7 5 .  The old system was 
to te rminate May r ,  r 77 5 .  I t  was not ti l l I 788 that 
Chap. VIII.] COURTS ESTAnUSHED l^.Q
any courts whatever were established in Upper
Canada. In that year, on the 24th of July, Lord
Dorchester, by proclamation, created four districts
in Upper Canada. The District of Hesse embraced
all the country west of Long Point, on Lake Erie ;
and as Detroit was still retained in British posses-
sion, it came within the jurisdiction of that district.'
The courts were called Courts of Common Pleas,
being courts of record, with a clerk and sheriff
Their jurisdiction was plenary, with no appeal unless
to the Governor and Council.
These judges were not bred to the law, as there
were no lawyers in Upper Canada until 1794. They
were generally men of wealth and influence, and in
civil matters their judgments were probably just.
They knew nothing of criminal law, and banished,
imprisoned, whipped or pilloried, such unlucky cul-
prits as were convicted before them. It is errone-
ously stated by Canniff that the first person hanged
in Upper Canada was convicted before fudge Cart-
wright, of the Mecklenburg District.^ The honor
(or dishonor) of that judicial exploit belongs to
Judge Dejean, although there were perhaps some
court-martial capital convictions before.
These lay officials of all ranks in the remote
districts magnified their office. The Wisconsin
annals contain many curious anecdotes of one
Reaume, who in early dmes had a commission as
justice of the peace at Green Bay, which is said
(perhaps incorrecdy) to have run through various
' Canniflf, 506. 2 Cannifi; 50S.
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CHAP.  V I I I . ] COURTS E TA D LJ S H E D  
a n y  cou rts whateve r  we re establ ished m U p per 
Canada. In that year, on the 2 4th of J u ly,  Lord 
D orchester, by p roclamation ,  c reated fou r dis trict  
i n  Uppe r Can ada. The D i str ict  of H e sse embraced 
all the cou n t ry west  of  Long Poi n t, on La k e  E rie ; 
and as Detroit was st i l l  retai ned i n  B riti sh po ses­
s ion ,  i t  came with in  the j u risd ict ion of  that  d istr ict .  r 
Th e cou rts we re cal led Cou rts o( Common Pleas , 
being cou rts of  record ,  with a cl e rk a n d  sheriff. 
The i r  j u risdict ion was p lenary, with n o  appeal  u n l ess  
to the Governor  an d C o u n ci l .  
These j u dges w e re not  b red t o  t h e  law, as the re 
we re no lawye rs i n  U pper  Canada u n t i l  r 7 94. They 
we re gene ral l y  men o f  wealth and i n fl u e n ce,  a n d  i n  
civil  matters thei r j u dgm e n ts we re p robabl) j u st .  
They knew nothi ng o f  cr iminal lav\ , and ban i sh ed ,  
i m p risoned, whi pped o r  pi l lo ried s u ch u n lu ck y  cu l ­
p rits  as we re convicted be fo re the m .  I t  is  erron e­
ously s tated by Can n i ff  that th e fi rst  pe rson han ged 
i n  Uppe r Canada was convi cted be fo re J u dge Ca rt­
w right, of the M eckl e n bu rg D istr i ct . 2  The h o n o r  
( o r  d i �honor) o f  that j u dic ial expl oi t bel ongs to 
J u dge Dej ean,  al though the re w e re pe rhaps som e  
cou rt-ma rtial cap i tal con v iction s befo re .  
These lay officials o f  al l ran k s  i n  the re mote 
di stricts magn ified thei r office.  The v\ iscon in 
an nals  con tain many cu ri ou s an ecdotes of on e 
Reau m e, who in ea rl y t imes had a com m ission as  
j u st ice of the peace at G reen Bay,  which is  , aid 
(pe rhaps i n co r rectly) to have run th rough variou s 
1 Can n i ff, 506. 2 Canniff, 50 
160
ROUGH JUSTICE. [Chjlp. VIII.
regimes without renewal, and to have served as a
support for judicial powers at discretion. An an-
cient settler,' in his reminiscences, speaks of it as
rather creditable to Judge Reaume, that he never
inflicted capital punishment. In emulation of the
great Oriental potentates, but lacking a signet, he
summoned parties before him by sending his jack-
knife, in lieu of process ; and no one who saw the
symbol ventured to disobey. His judgments were
also Oriental. Where specific duties had been
violated, he granted specific performance. In other
cases, he served the ends of justice by requiring the
party or parties in fault, (for sometimes he gave
judgment against both,) to furnish him a supply of
wood, or work in his garden. As, during his long
term of service, he was within the jurisdiction of
Michigan, we can safely claim the fame of this
worthy magistrate for our own glory, whereof pars
magna fuit. He has not been without followers in
our State county courts, when for a few years the
Law Reformers assumed the mantle of Jack Cade,
and tried causes by the light of nature. A very
upright magistrate of this stamp, some twenty-five
or thirty years ago, having a culprit before him,
charged with larceny, of which there was no
proof, deemed it his duty, nevertheless, to convict
him ; because, though innocent of the charge in
question, he had committed depredations on the
judge^s woodpile, and thereby disturbed the peace
and dignity of the State of Michigan.
I Grignon's Narrative.
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1 6 0 ROUGH JUSTICE. (CHAP. v m .  
regimes without renewal, and  to have served as  a 
support for j udicial powe rs at d iscretion .  An an­
c ient settler, r i n  h is  remin iscences, speaks of i t  as 
rather creditable to J u dge Reaume, that he never 
· infl icted cap ital punishment. In emu lation of the 
great Oriental  potentates, bu t lacking a signet, he 
summoned parties before him by send ing his j ack­
kn i fe, in l ieu of p rocess ; and no one who saw the 
symbol ven tu red to disobey. His j udgments were 
also Oriental . W here specific duties had been 
violated, he granted specific performance. I n  other 
cases, he served the ends of ju stice by requ iring the 
party or parties in faul t, (for sometimes he gave 
judgment against  both,) to furn ish h im a supply of 
wood, or work i n  his garden .  As, du ring h is  long 
term of serv ice, he was within the j u risdiction of 
M ichigan ,  we can safely claim the fame of this 
worthy magistrate for our own glory, whereof pars 
-magna ju-it. He has not  been without  fol lowers i n  
ou r  State county courts, when for  a few years the 
Law Reformers assumed the mantle of Jack Cade, 
and tried causes by the l ight of natu re . A very 
upright magistrate of this stamp, some twe nty-five 
or thi rty years ago ,  having a culpri t  before h im ,  
charged with larceny of which there was no 
proof, deemed i t  ·h is  du ty, nevertheless ,  to convict  
him ; because, though i nnocent  of the charge in  
question ,  he had committed depredations on the 
j u.dg�' s woodpi le .  and thereby distu rbed the peace 
and d ign i ty of the State of M ichigan .  
1 Grignon's Narrati ve. 
Chap. VIII.] COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. I6l
The Common Pleas Judges of Detroit were
usually educated and intelligent gentlemen, whose
decisions received and deserved respect. It was
not remarkable that such of them as were of
F'rench extraction, and entirely ignorant of British
law, should commit blunders and exceed their
powers. These latter have not generally been
guilty of intentional wrongs, but it w^as a long
time before they had the means of knowing any-
thing about legal matters, and under martial law
they went very far.
The first Judge of Common Pleas for the
District of Hesse was the Honorable William
Dummer Powell, whose reputation has not been
questioned. He was appointed in 1789, and
assumed his functions in 1790. It is supposed
the office had been declined by some previous
appointee,' (conjectured to have been W'illiam
Robertson,) as all the other judges, and the clerk
of Hesse, were appointed in 1788. Gregor
McGregor of Detroit was appointed by Lord
Dorchester sheriff, and Thomas Smith of the
same place, as clerk and commissioner of the
peace, on the 24th day of July, 1 788, the day
when the districts were created.^ Thomas Smith
according to General Cass, w'as in 1 794 captain
of a company of militia associated with the Indians,
when Wayne routed them before the British fort
at Maumee, and was killed in that battle.^
I Canniff, 507. 2 Wayne Records, C.,380. 3 Cass, Historical Lecture.
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CHAr.  V I I I . ]  C O  R T  O F  COM MOi\ PLEA . 1 6 1  
The Common Pleas J udges o f  De troit  were 
u sually educated and in te l l igent  gentlemen,  whose 
decis ions received and dese r ed respect . I t  was 
n t remarkable that uch of them a � ere of 
French extraction ,  and enti rely ignorant  of Briti sh  
law, shou ld commit blu nders and exceed thei r 
powers. These latter have not generally been 
gui l ty of in tentional wrongs, bu t it was a long 
time before they had the mean of knowing any­
thing abou t legal matte rs, and under martial law 
they went  very far. 
The first J udge of  Common Pleas for the 
District of Hesse was the Honorable \!V i l l iam 
Dummer Powell ,  whose repu tat ion has not been 
questioned.  He was appointed m 1 789, and 
assumed his funct ions in I 790. It is supposed 
the office had been  decl ined by some prev10us 
appointee/ (conjec tu red to ha\ e been \A/ i l l iam 
Robertson, )  as all the other judges, and the c lerk 
of  H esse, were appoin ted i n  1 788 .  G regor 
McGregor of  Detro i t  was appointed by Lord 
Dorchester  sheriff, and Thomas Smith of the 
same place, as c le rk and commissioner of the 
peace, on the 2 4th day of Ju ly, r 788 ,  the day 
when the districts were created.2  Thomas Smith 
according to G eneral Cass, was in 1 794 cap tain 
of a company of mi l i tia associated wi th the Indians ,  
when \Vayne routed them before the Brit ish fort 
at Maumee, and was ki l led in that battl . 3 
1 Cann i ff, 507. 2 W ayne Records, C.,  380. 3 Ca s, H i  · torical Lecture. 
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DELAY IN CIVIL GOVERNMENT. [Chap. VIII,
The court held its first session in 1790, and
an execution sale of lands (an innovation on the
common law) was made by Sheriff McGregor,
under a judgment rendered in August, 1790/
But this is anticipating. Until the action of
the Governor General, in 1788, the Detroit settle-
ment and its dependencies, including all the
western posts, remained without any civil govern-
ment. Although the preamble of the Quebec
Act gave as a reason for its enactment the fact
that, under the King's Proclamation of 1763, there
were several colonies and settlements which had
been left without any provision for civil govern-
ment, neither the act itself, nor the administration
under it, made any approach toward such a
provision, until five years after the Treaty of
Peace of 1783 had rendered the retention of
possession of Detroit by the British a wrongful
and arbitrary usurpation.
Accordingly we find Mr. Dejean continuing in
his old functions. As he kept the public records,
any new appointments would probably have been
recorded as carefull)- as the old ones. He was
evidently one of those men who had qualities
which made him useful, and possibly gave him
the means of securing himself against opposition.
In October, 1774, he used the public records in
his custody to perpetuate an apology from George
Meldrum,^ for some abusive language used by the
I Wayne Records, C, 380. 2 Id., A., 278.
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The cou rt held i ts fi rs t  session in  1 790, and 
an execu tion sal e of lands (an innovation on the 
common law) was made by Sheriff McGregor, 
u nder a ju dgment rendered in August, 1 7 90. 1 
Bu t  th is i s  an ticipating. Unti l  the action of 
the Governor General , i n  I 7 8 8 ,  the Detroit settle­
ment and its dependencies , including a1 1 the 
western posts, remained wi thout any civi l  govern­
ment. Although the preamble of the Quebec 
Act gave as a reason for i ts enactment  the fact 
that, u nder the K ing's Proclamation of I 7 63 ,  there 
were several colon ies and settlements which had 
been left withou t any provis ion for civi l  govern­
men t, ne i ther the act i tself, nor the administration 
under i t, made any approach toward such a 
p rov1s1on ,  un til five years after the Treaty of 
Peace of I 783  had rendered the reten tion of 
possess ion of Detroit by the Bri ti sh a wrongful 
and arbi trary u su rpat ion . 
Accordingly we find Mr. Dejean cont inu ing in 
his old fu nct ions.  As he kept the publ i c  records ,  
any new appointments would probably have been 
recorded as carefu l ly as the old ones.  He was 
eviden tly one of those men who had qual i ties 
which made him useful ,  and poss ibly gave him 
the means of securing himself against opposition .  
I n  October, 1 7 74, he used the publ ic  records i n  
h i s  cus tody to perpetuate an apology from George 
Meldrum,2 for s?me abusive language u.sed by the 
1 Wayne Records, C., 380. 2 Id . ,  A . ,  278. 
Chap. VIII.] LEGAL FORMALITIES 163
latter at a public assembly, and for which he
declared his regret as having been the result of
intoxication. What the particular charges were
which the wine unloosed, does not appear, nor is
anything said of their falsehood, but it is plain
it was not safe to offend Mr. Dejean.
In March, 1775, occurs a curiousTTtlstration
of the limits of his judicial powers under his old
commission to the presidency of a board of
arbitration. One Francis Milhomme was charged
by John Peck with having stabbed him in the
stomach. Thereupon James Sterling, John Porteous,
(British merchants,) and Duperon Baby and Benoit
Chapoton, (French citizens,) were chosen arbi-
trators, but did not agree. William Edgar, having
been made umpire, gave his opinion, to which the
rest assented, that Milhomme " do pay unto the
said John Peck sixty Pounds New York currency,
and give such security for his future behaviour
as the Commandant may think proper." Mr,
Dejean then, as justice of the peace, took
Milhomme's recognizance with sureties, to keep
the peace and for his good behavior, reciting
that he was then detained in prison for the
offence. The instrument is drawn up in French,
but is an exact and formal recognizance, answerino-
precisely to the best precedents. Dejean had
evidently a good knowledge of legal forms, and
although, perhaps wisely, he paid no attention to
that part of his commission which directed him
to use the Enorlish lanoruao^e, he was well enoug-h
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CHAP. V I I I .]  LEGAL FO R MALITIES . 1 6 3  
latter a t  a public assembly, and for which he 
declared his regret as having been the resu l t  of 
in toxication .  \;\That the particu lar charges were 
which the wine unloosed, does not  appear, nor is 
anything said of their falsehood bu t i t  is plain 
it was not safe to offend Mr. Dejean .  
In M arch, 1 7 7 5 ,  occu rs a cu nous 1 u stration 
of the l imits of his j udicial powers under his old 
commission to the p residency of a board of 
arbitration .  One Francis Milhomme was charged 
by John Peck with having stabbed him in the 
stomach.  Thereupon James Sterl ing, John Porteous, 
(B ritish merchants,) and Duperon Baby and Benoit 
Chapoton,  (French c i tizens,) were chosen arbi­
trators, but did not  agree.  Wil liam Edgar, having 
been made umpire, gave his opinion,  to which the 
rest  dssen ted, that l\tl ilhomme " do pay un to the 
said John Peck s ixty Pou nds New York cu rrency,  
and give such secu rity for his fu tu re behaviou r 
as the Commandan t may think proper. " l\1 r. 
Dejean then ,  as j u stice of the peace, took 
1V1 i lhomme's  recognizance wi th su re ties, to keep 
the peace and for his good behavior reciting 
that he was then detained in  prison for the 
offence.  The instrument  is drawn up in French. 
but is an exact and formal recogn izance, answering 
precisely to the best precedents .  Dejean had 
evidently a good k nowledge of legal forms, and 
al though, perhaps wisely, he paid no atten tion to 
that part of his comm ission which dir  ct d him 
to use the Engl ish languab e, he wa wel l  enough 
164 RESTRAINT OF LIQUOR SELLING. [Chap. VIII.
qualified, so far as intellis^ence went, for his
position. His records of depositions and legal
entries, as well as his conveyances, show him to
have been thoroughly educated. There must have
been some good reason undisclosed why such a
man was confined by the earlier commandants to
the business of a conservator of the peace, and
allowed no broad powers. So long as Detroit
remained subject to the rule of the commanding
ofificer, before the Quebec Act, there was nothing
made public to indicate that Dejean had done or
could do anything seriously out of the way. The
commanders did not venture to trust his discretion.
In the beginning of June, 1775, for some
reason or other, the merchants of Detroit found
it necessary to take steps themselves to prevent
the sale of rum to the Indians, and they adopted
very stringent rules to bind themselves, and to
keep others from transgressing. James Abbott,
James Sterling, Alexander Macomb, and John
Porteous, were appointed a committee to enforce
the rules. A penalty of three hundred pounds
York currency was imposed for any infraction.
All questions were to be settled by arbitration,
and the committee were empowered to distrain
property to enforce the award. The whole matter
was carefully kept out of the courts.
*
The arrival of the Lieutenant Governor made
a change in various ways, and the few circum-
stances which have come to light during this
period show unmistakable evidence of a more
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1 64 R EST R A INT OF LIQUOR S ELLING. [C HAP.  V I I I .  
qual ified,  so far as in te l l igence went, for h i s  
position .  H is records of  depositions and legal 
entries ,  as wel l  a his conveyances, show him to 
have been thoroughly educated . There must  have 
been some good reason  un disclosed why such a 
man was confined by th earl ier  commandants to 
the business of a conse rvator of the peace, and 
allowed no broad powers. So long as Detroit 
remained subj ect  to the ru le  of the comm anding 
officer, before the Quebec Act, the re was nothing 
made publ ic to indicate that Dejean had done or 
cou ld do anything seriou sly ou t of the way. The 
commanders d id not ventu re to trust his discretion .  
In the beginn ing of June, I 7 7 5 ,  for some 
reason or  other, the merchan ts of Detroit found 
i t  necessary to take s teps themselves to p revent  
the sale of rum to  the Indians, and  they adopted 
very stringent  rules  to bind themselves, and to 
keep others from transgressing. James Abbott, 
J ames Sterl ing, Alexander Macomb, and J ohn 
Porteous ,  were appointed a committee to  enforce 
the ru les .  A penal ty of three hundred pou nds 
York cu rrency was imposed for any infraction .  
All questions  were to be se ttled by arbitration ,  
and the committee were empowered to distrain 
property to enforce the award. The whole matter 
was carefU lly -kept ou t of  the courts . 
The arrival of the Lieu tenant Governor  made 
a change in various  ways and the few ci rcu m­
stances which have come to l ight during this  
period show u nmistakable evidence of a more 
Chap. VIII.] ARBITRARY ACTION. 155
arbitrary system. The Boston Port Bill which
changed the government of Massachusetts, and
that for trying American offenders in England
and depriving them of trial by a jury of the
vicinage, were introduced with the Quebec Bill,
and as parts of one scheme. The Ministry had
inaugurated a period of high prerogative. Ham-
ilton came out prepared to be as tyrannical as
circumstances might require. Although Detroit
was not within reach of communication with any
of the EngHsh common-law setdements, it com-
manded the whole Indian country, and he was
ready to use any means to hound on the Indians
against the American malcontents. In December,
1775' appears the first and apparendy the only
case where any one in the setdement came under
suspicion of disloyalty, and the subsequent exper-
iences of this gendeman seem to show that, while
he was probably loyal enough, in the proper
sense, it was not safe in Detroit to be very plain
spoken. Garret Graverat, (a name very familiar
to the old residents of Michigan,) one of the
Albany traders who setded in Detroit, was, in
December, 1775, compelled, (so far as appears
without any complaint or showing,) to give bail
m four hundred pounds sterling, conditioned that
he "does not correspond with, carry intelligence
to, or supply any of his Majesty's Enemies, nor
does anything Determental to this setdement in
Pardcular, or against any of his Majesty's good
subjects, during the space of one year and one
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CHAP. V I I I . ]  A R BITRARY ACTI O N .  1 6 5 
arbitrary system . The Bo ton Port B il l  which 
changed the government of Ma sachusett , and 
that for trying American offenders in England 
and depriving them of trial by a j u ry of the 
vicinage, were introduced with the Qu ebec Bi l l ,  
and as parts of one cheme .  The M in istry had 
inaugurated a pe riod of high prerogative .  Ham­
i l ton  came ou t prepared to b as tyrann ical as 
circumstances might requ ire .  Al though Detroit 
was not within reach of commu nication with any 
of the English common-la'A settlements, i t  com ­
manded the whol e I ndian cou n try, and he  was 
ready to use any means to hound  on the Indians 
against the American malcon tents .  In Decembe r, 
r 7 7  5 ,  appears th e first  and apparently the only 
case where any one i n  the settlemen t cam e under 
suspic ion of d isloyalty and the su bsequent exper­
iences of this gentleman seem to show that, whi le 
he was p robably loyal eno'ugh,  in  the prope r 
sense,  i t  was not safe i n  Detroi t  to be very plain 
spoken .  Garret Graverat, (a  name very famil iar 
to the old residents of M ichi
.
gan , ) one of the 
Albany traders who settled in Detroit  was, in 
December, r 7 7 5 ,  compel led, (so far as appears 
withou t any complaint  or showing,) to give bail 
in fou r hu ndred pounds sterl ing, condi tioned that 
he " does not correspond with, carry in tel l igence 
to, or supply any of h i  Maje  ty' s  Enemies, nor 
does anything Determental to this ettl ement in 
Particu lar, or against any of  his Maj t) ' ood 
ubjects, du ring the space of one year and one 
166 CRIMINAL PROSECUTION. [Chap. VIIl.
day," &c. The form of this document is not
equal to Dejean's own recognizances, although
nominally taken before him, and it is very com-
prehensive and open to dangerous construction.'
On the 1 8th of March, 1776, a transaction
took place which has been much discussed, and
was certainly peculiar. It shows Dejean going
very much beyond his old commission, and it has
been assumed as the act of an ignorant and
mulish magistrate, incited or favored by a lieutenant
governor, careless of law and propriety. Facts
recently discovered, and not before published,
show that the proceeding was not a hasty one,
as it was not one done in ignorance. How far
they divest it of its supposed atrocity cannot be
so easily determined. It is evident there is much
in its unwritten history yet unknown.
On that day a mixed jury of twelve persons (six
English and six French) found a special verdict, in
the form of an inquest, convicting a Frenchman
named Jean Contencinau, of stealing furs from Ab-
bott & Finchley, (a commercial firm in Detroit) and
Ann Wyley, a negro slave, of stealing or being
accessory to stealing a purse of six guineas
from the same, found on her person. They
were both tried for attempting to set fire to
the house of Mr. Abbott, but as to this the jury
were not satisfied, although they said the circum-
> The narrative of Mr. Dodge, of his treatment at Detroit during the
Revolution, by Hamilton and Dejean, places them in a very unfavorable
light.
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1 6 6  C R I M I NAL PROS ECUTI O N .  fCH AP. VI I l .  
day," &c.  The form of this document  is  not  
equal to Dejean 's  own recogn izances, although 
nominal ly taken before him, and i t  is very com­
prehensive and open to dangerou s construction . 1  
On the r 8th of March, r 7 7 6, a transaction 
took place which has been much discussed, and 
was certa in ly pecul iar. It shows Dejean going 
very mu ch beyond his old commissi on ,  and i t  has 
been  assumed as the act of an ignorant  and 
mul ish  magistrate ,  incited or  favored by a l i eutenant  
gove rnor, careless of law and proprie ty. Facts 
recently  di covered, and not before publ i shed, 
show that the proceeding was not a hasty one,  
as i t  was not one done i n  ignorance.  H ow far 
they divest it of i ts supposed atroci ty cannot  be 
. o easily determined.  I t  i s  evident  the re is much 
in i ts u nwritten h istory yet u nknown . 
On  that day a m ixed j u ry of twelve persons (six 
Engl ish and s ix French) fou nd a special verdict, in 
the form of an  i nquest, convict ing a Frenchman 
named Jean Con tenc inau ,  of steal ing fu rs from Ab­
bott & Finchley, (a commerc ial firm in Detroit) and 
Ann Wyle:), a negro slave, of steal ing or  being 
accessory to steal ing a pu rse of six gu ineas 
from the same, fou nd on her person .  They 
were both tried for attempting to set  fire to 
the hou se of M r. Abbott, bu t as to this the j u ry 
were not satisfied, al though they said the circum-
1 T h e  narrat ive o f  M r. Dodge, of h i s  treatment a t  Detroit duri ng the 
Revolution.  by f- 1 ami l ton and Dejean, pl aces them in a very unfavorable 
l ight .  
Chap. VIII.J PRISONERS HANGED. 167
Stances were very strong against the prisoners. Up-
on this verdict Dejean sentenced them to be hanged
on the Domain, and this sentence was carried out a
few days afterwards. Dejean's address to the pris-
oners has been preserved, and is pubhshed, with the
verdict, in Lanman's History.^ There is one serious
error in the translation, which represents him as
stating Ann Wyley was "accused" of the crime of
steahng, whereas she was found by the jury to have
been "accessory" to it, and doubdess this is what
the judge said. It is said that Carleton and the
Chief Justice proposed, when they heard of this
execution, to have both Hamilton and Dejean ar-
rested and taken to Quebec for trial. If so, the
stirring times probably interfered to prevent it, for
both remained in Detroit more than two years un-
molested. Sir Guy soon left his office for military
duty, and was succeeded by Haldimand.
Recent searches have brought to light the result
of two preliminary examinations of Contencinau
held by Dejean as justice of the peace ; and it
appears that, instead of being a summary proceed-
ing, nearly a year and a half elapsed between
examinadon and trial, and a much longer time
between the commission of the offence and the
conviction. And it also shows either that the ex-
aminadon was unfair, (and this does not seem
likely) or that some of the tesdmony failed before
the trial. Ann Wyley made no confession — or at
least signed none. Contencinau signed two, or
1 Pages 133, 134, 135.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
22
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAI'. V I I I . J  P R I SON ERS HANGED. 1 6 7  
stances were very strong against the prisoners .  Up­
on  this verd ict  Dej ean sen tenced them to be hanged 
�:m the Domain ,  and th is sentence was carried out  a 
few days afterwards .  Dej ean 's address to the pris­
oners has been preserved, and is  publ ished, with the 
verd ict, in Lanman' s  H istory. 1 There is  one serious 
error i n  the translation, which represents h im as 
stating Ann Wyley �as " accused " of the crime of 
steal ing, whereas she was fou nd by the j u ry to have 
been " accessory " to i t, and doubtless thi s  is what 
the j udge said .  I t  is said that Carleton and the 
Chief J ustice proposed, when they heard of this 
' execution ,  to have both Hami l ton and De jean ar­
rested and taken to Qu ebec for trial .  I f  so, the 
stirring t imes probably interfered to prevent  i t, for 
both remained in  Detroit more than two years un ­
molested . S i r  Guy soon left h i s  office for m il i tary 
duty, and was succeeded by Haldimand. 
Recent  searches have brought to l ight the resu l t  
of  two prel im inary examinations of Contencinau 
held by Dejean as j us tice of the peace ; and i t  
appears that, i nstead of be ing a summary proceed­
ing, nearly a year and a half elapsed between 
examination and trial , and a · much longer t ime 
between the commission of the offence and the 
conviction .  And it also shows e i ther that the ex­
amination was unfair, (and this does not seem 
l ikely) or  that some of the testimony failed before 
the trial . Ann Wyley made no confession-or at 
least signed none .  Contenc inau s igned two, or  
1 Pages 1 33 ,  1 34, 1 3 5 ·  
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EXAMINATION OF THE PRISONERS. [Chap. Vlll.
rather affixed his mark. At the second, Captain
LernoLilt, the commanding- officer, was present, and
certified that the statement was read to the prisoner
in his presence, and he confessed to its several
articles. From this confession it would appear that
on the 24th of June, 1774, Ann Wyley, who was a
domestic slave of the house, gave Contencinau a
cartridge to use in setting fire to the house. He
took it and wrapped it up with more pow^der in a
linen cloth, and when the family were at dinner put
it on a shelf and fired it, and then carried off the
money-box and gave it to Ann. That evening she
gave him several dollars in specie and bills, and also
handed him the casket to burn, which he did. He
and one Landry both confessed to stealing furs, and
Contencinau admitted stealing some knives. Jane
Wassenton, (Washington,) a soldier's wife, testified
to havinor various articles left with her on false
pretexts by both Jean and Nancy, and that
the latter, in sendino- a lot of soiled linen for
the wash, included some of Jean's shirts, in a
pocket of one of which she found a green
purse containing six guineas, which Jean claimed
he knew nothing about, and charged Nancy
with concealing there. The last examination was
November 2, 1774. The evidence was enough to
put the respondents on trial. The only explanation
of the delay is that no one was authorized to try a
prisoner for a capital felony, and Captain Lernoult
probably did not care to venture on exercising" or
conferring such a power. Under the Quebec Act,
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168  EX A M I N ATIO_ O F  T H E  PRISONERS.  [CHAP. V I t l . 
rather affixed his mark .  At the second,  Captain 
Lernoult, the com manding officer, was presen t, and 
ce rt ified that the statement was read to the prisoner 
in  h is  presence, and he confessed to i ts several 
articles .  From this confession i t  wou ld appear that 
on the 24th of Ju ne ,  1 7 74, Ann Wyley, who was a 
domestic slave of the house, gave Contencinau a 
cartridge to use in se tting fire to the house.  H e  
took i t  and wrapped i t  up  with more powder i n  a 
l inen cloth, and when the family were at dinner  put 
i t on a shelf and fi red it , and then carried off the 
money-box and gave i t  to Ann .  That evening she 
gave h im seve ral dollars in specie and bi l ls ,  and also 
handed him the casket  to burn,  which he did. H e  
and one Landry both confessed to s teal ing furs ,  and 
Contencinau admitted stealing some kn ives.  Jane 
Wassenton ,  (Washington , )  a soldier' s wife, testified 
to having various  articl es left with her on false 
pretexts by both J ean and Nancy, and that 
the latter� in sending a lot of soiled l inen for 
the wash, included some of Jean 's  shi rts, in a 
pocket of one of which she found a green 
pu rse containing s ix gu ineas, which Jean claimed 
he knew nothing about, and charged Nancy 
with conceal ing there. The last examination ·was 
November 2, 1 7 74. The evidence was enough to 
pu t the respondents on trial . The only explanation 
of the delay is that no one was au thorized to try a 
prisoner for a capital felony, and Captain Lernoul t  
probably d id not care to ventu re on exerc1smg or  
conferring uch a powe r. Under the Q uebec Act, 
Chap. VIII.] PROCEEDINGS BEFORE TRIAL. 169
the offence could have been punished, If there had
been any court, or any ascertained venue, tltit
Detroit was unattached to any county, and there
were no courts. The delay of a year, from the
spring of 1775 to that of 1776, was too long to be
accounted for, except on the idea that Hamilton
either consulted the authorities at Quebec, or sought
light from some quarter. As both he and Dejean
were both afterwards within reach of civil and
criminal jurisdiction, and not only were not prose-
cuted, but Hamilton was made Governor General
of Canada, it may be doubted whether the state-
ment of their intended arrest was not erroneous.
The trial was apparendy a fair one, and the jury did
not convict of arson which was made out on the
examination. If there was any irregularity, (although
Ann Wyley could not technically have been held on
such a finding,) it did not go to the general merits ;
and the jury was made up of the best citizens of
Detroit. The punishment was according to our
notions beyond justice, but it was in accordance
with the spirit of the laws of England. Dejean's
address was humane and temperate. It seems
difficult to believe that after su'ch long delays he
would have ventured upon an act which he had
shrunk from before, without some assurance of its
legality or some powerful prompting ; and the case
was not otherwise one of public concern. Of course
the act was illegal, and both he and the Lieutenant
Governor were liable to punishment for it.'
' The appointment by the Crown of a special trial commission, would
have involved creating auxiliary local officers and magistrates, which would
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CHAP. VIiI . J  PROCEED INGS BEFO R E  TRIAL 1 6 9  
the offence cou ld have been pu nished, if the re had 
been any court, or any ascertained venue,  bu t 
Detroit was u nattached to any coun ty, and there 
were no courts. The delay of a year, from the 
spring of r 7 7  5 to that of r 7 7 6, was too long to be 
accou nted for except  on the idea that H amil ton 
either consu l ted the authori ties at Quebec, or sought 
l ight from some quarter. As both he and Dejean 
were both afte rwards within reach of civil and 
criminal j u risdiction ,  and not only were not prose­
cu ted, bu t H ami l ton  was made Governor  General 
of Canada, i t  may be doubted whether the state­
ment  of thei r  in tended arrest was not erroneous. 
The trial was apparently a fair one ,  and the ju ry did 
not convict of arson which was made out on the 
examination .  If there was any i rregulari ty, (although 
Ann Wyley cou ld not technical ly have been held on 
such a finding·,) i t  did not go to the general merits ; 
and the j u ry was made up of the best cit izens of 
Detroit .  The pun ishment  was according to ou r 
notions beyond j u stice, bu t i t  was in accordance 
with the sp irit of the laws of England .  Dejean 's  
address was humane and temperate . I t  seems 
difficu l t  to believe that afte r su·ch long delays he 
would have ventu red u pon an act which he had 
shru nk from before, withou t  some assurance of its 
legali ty or some powerfu l prompting ; and the case 
was not otherwise one of publ ic concern . Of course 
the act was i l legal and both he and the Lieu tenant 
Governor were liable to punishmen t for i t . 1  
1 The appointment by t he Cro' n o f  a pecial trial commi  s ion , would 
have involved creat ing auxiliar · local officer and magistrates, which would 
170 DEJEAN A PLURALIST. [Chap. VIIL
There is, on the other hand, full reason to regard
h(m as implicated with Hamilton in his various
official transactions, and he was evidently a favorite
and confidant, and probably a very accommodating
one. He was made Secretary to the Lieutenant
Governor, and given the only remaining lucrative
post in the settlement — that of King's Receiver ; so
that he was at once justice of the peace, judge,
notary, auctioneer, recorder, receiver of moneys,
and private secretary. A man must have been very
virtuous, or very subservient, to get control of all the
paying public business of the post ; and events
showed that Mr. Dejean felt safest with his patron.
There is very little of interest to be learned con-
cerning the Michigan settlements during the
revolutionary period. Under the illegal Indian
grants, which the commandants had found it neces-
sary or desirable to sanction, (as their own were
usually much larger than those of private citizens,)
settlements crept slowly along the great water-
courses, reaching the St. Clair River to the north and
the Raisin on the south. Several grants were made
by the commanders at Mackinaw, on the mainland,
and on Bois-blanc Island. Grosse He and Hog
Island, in Detroit River, were granted — the former,
with some smaller islands near it, to Alexander
Macomb, and the latter to George McDougall.
The sentiments of the French settlers towards
Great Britain were in general loyal. They had no
have given permanent civil government. While this was promised by the
implications of the Quebec Act, it was not intended by the Ministry to be
fulfilled.
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1 7 0 D EJ EAN A PLU RA L! . T. l C HAP. V l l l .  
There is ,  on the other hand,  ful l reason to regard 
hrt1 as implicated with Hamil ton in his vario.u s  
official transactions ,  and he  was eviden tly a favorite 
and confidant, and probably a very accommodating 
one .  He was made Secretary to the Lieutenant 
Gove rnor, and given the only remaining lucrative 
post in the settlement-that of King's Receiver ; so 
that he was at once j ustice of the peace, j udge, 
notary, auctione·er, recorder, receiver of moneys, 
and private secretary. A man mu t have been very 
v i rtuous, or  very su bservient, to get control of all the 
paying publ ic bu siness of the post ; and events 
showed that M r. Dejean fe lt safest with his patron . 
There is very l i ttle of i n terest  to be learned con­
cerning the Michigan settlements during the 
revolu tionary period. U nder the i l legal I ndian 
grants, which the commandan ts had fou nd i t  neces­
sary or  desirable to sanction, (as their own were 
usual ly much larger than those of private c i tizens, )  
settlements c rept slowly along the great wate r­
cou rses, reaching the St. Clair River to the north and 
the Rais in on the sou th .  Several grants were made 
by the commanders at Mackinaw, on the main land, 
and on Bois-blanc Island.  Grosse Ile and H og 
I sland, in  Detroit River, we re granted-the former, 
with some smal ler  islands near it, to Alexander 
Macomb, and the latte r to George McDougall .  
The sentiments of tb e French settlers towards 
Great Britain were in gen eral l oyal . They had no 
have given perm anent c ivi l government. Wh i le  th i s  was promised by the 
implicat i ons o f  the  Quebec A c t ,  i t  was n o t  in tended b y  t h e  M i n i stry to  be 
ful filled. 
Chap. VIII.] FRENCH INHABITANTS. 171
intimate relations with the American colonies, and
had never been in the enjoyment of such civil rights
as made the British rule irksome, merely because
despotic in form. There were other grievances
which they felt heavily, but which did not form any
peculiarly close bond of sympathy with their Amer-
ican neighbors. The old war with France on this
continent was conducted effectively by American
troops, and there had been for a long time a jealousy
between Canada and the other colonies. One im-
mediate object of the Congress at Albany, in 1754,
was to furnish more effective protection against
French hostilities. But the evident disregard of
England for the feelings and customs of the Cana-
dians, the cruel treatment of the Acadians, and
the haughty insolence which for many years
after the conquest the original settlers of Cana-
da had encountered, as if they had no rights in
the country, did not fail to dampen their attach-
ment for their new sovereignty, although it failed
to excite them to rebellion. The greatest evil of
the French colonial system was its complete
centralization. Nothing was left to people or com-
munities ; and however desirous the settlers mio-ht
o
have been to assert themselves, they lacked those
habits of organization which from inheritance and
usage were instinctive in British and American so-
ciety. They were brave and manly, but they had
not learned to make their own leaders. Their dis-
content impelled them as a body to nothing more
dangerous than neutrality, and when they went into
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�HAP. VIII . ]  FRENCH INHA B I TANTS. 1 71 
in timate relations  with the American colon ies, and 
had never been in the e njoyment  of such civi l  rights 
as made the Brit ish rule irksome, merely because 
despotic in form .  There were other grievances 
which they fel t  heavily, bu t which did not form any 
pecul iarly close bond of sympathy with their Amer­
ican neighbors. The old war with France on  this 
con ti nen t  was conducted effectively by American 
troops, and there had been  for a long time a j ealousy 
between Canada and the other colon ies .  One im­
mediate object of the Congress at Albany, in I 7 5 4, 
was to fu rnish more effective protection against  
French hosti l it ies . But the evident  disregard of 
England for the fee l ings and customs of the Cana­
dians, the cruel treatment  of the Acadians ,  and 
the haughty i nsolence which for  many years 
after the conquest  the original settlers of Cana­
da had encoun tered, as i f  they had no  rights in  
the coun try, d id not fail to  dampen their attach­
ment  for their new sovereignty, al tho ugh it failed 
to excite them to rebell ion .  The greatest evi l  of 
the French colonial system was its complete 
central ization .  Nothing was left to people or com­
mun ities ; and however desi rou s the settlers might 
have been to assert themselves, they lacked those 
habits of organization which from i nheritance and 
usage we re i nstinctive in British and American so­
ciety. They were brave and manly, but they had 
not learned to make their own leaders .  Thei r dis­
con tent  impelled them as a body to noth ing more 
dangerous than neutral i ty, and when they went  i n to 
1/2 SENTL\iENTS OF THE PEOPLE. [Chap. Vtlt.
the military service at all, it was not strange that
they enlisted under the British flag and fought- with
spirit. Some care seems to have been taken at
Detroit to conciliate Frenchmen of influence, and
commissions in the militia were given to prominent
citizens. There was no period during the Revolu-
tion when any success worth mentioning attended
the efforts of the Americans to conciliate the
French Canadians, except in Kaskaskia and Vincen-
nes, although a close alliance was kept up with
France, and many natives of that country were
found in our own army as well as amone the auxil-
iaries. The British residents, as is not unusual in
colonies, were more bitter and vindictive than any
other portion ot the King's subjects. If there were
any American sympathizers in Detroit, their names
have not come down to us ; unless Garret Graverat
was one, which is not altogether unlikely.
Both governments saw from the beginning
the importance of Detroit. As the influential
centre of all Indian affairs, whoever occupied it
controlled their movements. The settlement of
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, by Americans, was sure
to lead sooner or later to a control over the
remainder of the Northwest. If the Americans
secured their independence, those countries, if
settled at all, would become American States.
Ihe British could only secure their dominion
in this region by preserving it as a wilderness.
The plan was early adopted of depopulating so
much of the western country as was settled by
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1 7� ' EN T DI E  .L O F  T H E  PEOPLE.  l CH AP.  v t t t .  
the mi l i tary ervice at al l ,  i t  was not strange that 
they en l i  ted under  the Bri ti sh flag and fought · with 
sp i ri t. Some care seems to have been taken at 
Detro i t  to conci l iate Frenchmen of in fl uence, and 
commiss ions in the mi l i t ia were given to prominent  
c1t1zens .  There wa no period du ring the  Revolu ­
tion when any su ccess worth ment ioning attended 
the fforts of the Americans to conci l iate the 
French Canadians,  except  in Kaskaskia and Vincen­
nes,  although a close al l iance was kept up with 
Fran ce, and many natives of that cou ntry we re 
found in  ou r own army as well as among the auxi l -
1anes .  The Brit ish res idents ,  as i s  not unusual in 
colonies ,  were more bitter and v ind ict ive than any 
o ther  portion of the K ing' s subjects . I f  there were 
any American S)  m path izers i n  Detroi t, their names 
have not come down to us  ; u nless Garret Graverat 
was one, which i s  not al together un l ikely .  
Both governments saw from the begin n ing 
the importance of Detroit . As the influential 
cen tre of all In dian affairs ,  whoever occupied i t  
con trolled the ir  movements .  The settlement  of 
Ohio I ndiana and Il l i nois ,  by American s ,  was su re 
to lead sooner or later to a control over the 
remainder of the N orthwest. If the Americans 
secu red the i r  independence, those cou ntries, i f  
settled at all ,  would become American States .  
The Brit ish cou ld  only secu re the i r  domin ion 
in thi s  region by preserv ing it as a wi lderness .  
The plan was arl y adopted of depopu lating so 
much of th weste rn country as was settled by 
Chap. VIII.) BRITISH AND INDIAN ALLIANCE. 173
Americans, and of keeping off inhabitants by
rendering it unsafe for them to go there. I JeUber-
ately and remorselessly the plans were laid to
excite the Indians to indiscriminate slaughter, and
from 1775 to 1814 the tribes were urged on and
stirred up by British commanders or emissaries
against the American settlements. Men who
were usually reasonable and humane in their own
transactions, felt no compunction against inciting
the savages to the worst cruelties; and gentlemen
and scholars paid rum and money to their brothers
in ferocity for the scalps of women and children
slain at their bidding. There are names that no
American borderer has yet learned to speak,
without finding it hard to restrain a malediction.
The Lieutenant Governor of Detroit controlled
all the western posts. At that time the next in
importance was Mackinaw. Kaskaskia and
Vincennes were the only two remaining points of
prominence. Rocheblave, a Frenchman, com-
manded at Kaskaskia, and Lieutenant Edward
Abbott at Vincennes.
The well-known polic)- of the British Ciovern-
ment, which drew forth the eloquent invectives of
Chatham and many other statesmen, was accepted
by Hamilton without hesitation or reluctance, and
he readily offered to assume the office of setting
on the savages. He gained their adhesion and
aid by the usual methods, and found about him
emissaries enough to help him. Several raids
were made upon the settlements in Ohio and
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CHAP.  V I I I .  J B R I TI S H  A N D  n, D 1 A l\  A L LI ANCE .  1 7 3 
Ame ricans ,  a n d  o f  k eeping off in hab i ta n ts by 
re nder ing it u n safe for them to go the re .  Del ibe r­
ately a n d  r m o rseless ly  the p lans  w e re laid to 
exci te the I nd i a n s  to i n d isc ri m i n ate s laughte r, and 
from r 7 7  5 to r 8 1 4  the tribes w e re u r  ed on a n d  
sti rred u p  by B rit i sh  co m m a n d e rs o r  em is a ries  
agai nst  the Ameri ca n  settlements .  M e n  w ho 
were u su al l )  reason able a n d  h u m a n e  in  the i r  own 
tra n sactio n s ,  fe l t  no com p u n c t ion agai nst  i n c i t ing 
the savages to the  wo rst c ru e l t ies ; an d gent lemen 
a n d  scholars pa id  r u m  a n d  money to  the i r  b ro the rs 
i n  fe roc i ty for the scalps of women and c h i l d ren 
s la in  at  the i r  b idd i n g. The re a re names that  no 
A m e rican bo rd e re r  has  yet  learned to speak , 
witho u t  fi nd i ng i t  h a rd to res t ra in  a maledict ion . 
The Lieu te na n t  G o  e rn o r  of  D e t roi t  con trol led 
al l  the weste rn posts .  A t  that ti me the next i n  
i m p o rtance was Mack i naw.  K askask ia and 
V i nc e n n e s  we re the only two remai n i ng po i n ts of  
p ro m i n e n ce .  Rocheblave,  a Fre n ch m a n ,  com­
manded at K askask ia, and L i e u te n a n t  Ed ward 
A bbott at V i n ce n ne s .  
The wel l - k no w n  pol i cy of the B ri t ish  G overn­
m e n t, which d rew fo rth the eloq u e n t  in  ct i  es of 
C hatham and many o th e r  statesme n .  \\ a acce pted 
by H am i l to n  withou t hesi tatio n o r  rel u ctance,  and 
he readi ly  offe red to ass u m  th e office f e t t i ng 
on the savage . H e  gai n ed the i r  adh 'i on and 
aid by the u su al m ethods a n d  fau n l abou t h i m  
e missaries enough t o  h e l p  h im.  ev ral raids 
we re made upon the settl e m e n ts in h io a n d  
174 CLARK'S CAMPAIGN. [Chap. VIII.
Kentucky, till at length George Rogers Clark
set out from Virginia, and began to change the
face of affairs. It was not long before he captured
Kaskaskia by surprise and without bloodshed, on
the fourth of July, 1778. Rocheblave was taken
to Virginia tas a prisoner of war. His wife
contrived to conceal or destroy his papers. The
French people of Kaskaskia, after having their
fears excited by apocryphal stories of the ferocity
of the Long Knives, and expecting the fate of
their Acadian kinsmen, were agreeably surprised
at meeting very friendly and cordial treatment ;
and Clark's judicious management secured their
attachment. By their means Vincennes surrendered
without a struggle ; and the hostility of the Indians
in that quarter was quieted.
The news of this mishap caused some excite-
ment in Detroit, and Hamilton began preparations
for raising a force to reconquer the country. He
finally set out early in October, and Major De
Peyster, commanding at Mackinaw, sent out Lan-
glade to go to the head of Lake Michigan and rouse
up the Indians. Hamilton reached Vincennes about
the middle of December. At this time, by reason of
General Mcintosh's failure to do what was expected
of him. Captain Helm and one soldier made up all
the garrison. As the army approached it, Helm
planted a loaded cannon in the gateway, and refused
to surrender without the honors of war, which were
granted, and the garrison of one officer and one
private marched out accordingly. Hamilton now
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1 74 CLAR K'S CAMPAIGN. [CHAP. VIII . 
Kentucky, t i l l  at length George Rogers Clark 
set ou t from Virgin ia, and began to change the 
face of affairs. I t  was not long before he captu red 
Kaskaskia by su rprise and withou t bloodshed, on 
the fou rth of Ju ly, I 7 78 .  Rocheblave was taken 
to Virginia •as a prisoner of war. H is wife 
contrived to conceal or destroy his papers . The 
French people of Kaskaskia, after having their 
fears excited by apocryphal stories of the ferocity 
of the Long Kn ives, and expecting the fate of 
their Acadian k insmen ,  were agreeably surprised 
at  meeting very friendly and cordial treatment ; 
and Clark 's  j udiciou s management secured the i r  
attachment. By their means Vincennes su rrendered 
withou t a struggle ; and the hosti l i ty of the I ndians 
i n  that quarter was qu ieted. 
The news of  this mishap caused some excite­
ment  in Detroit, and Hami l ton began preparations 
for rais ing a force to reconquer the country. H e  
finally set ou t early i n  October, and Maj or De 
Peyster, commanding at Mackinaw, sent  ou t Lan­
glade to go to the head of Lake Michigan and rouse 
up the I ndians. H amilton reached Vincennes about  
the m iddle of  December. At this t ime, by reason of  
General Mcintosh ' s  failu re to  do what was expected 
of him, Capta in  H elm and one soldier made u p  all 
the g�rrison.  As the army approached it, H elm 
planted a loaded cannon in the gateway, and refu sed 
to su rrender without the honors of war, which were 
granted, and the garrison of one officer and one 
private marched out  accordingly. Hamilton now 
Chap. VIII.] ATTACK ON BOONE 175
dismissed his Indians for the winter, intending in the
spring to organize a large expedition and sweep
the borders.
An expedition against Detroit had been planned
the same summer, but it was broken up mainly by
the delays of General iMcIntosh. At the same time
predatory excursions went out from Detroit. Isi-
dore Chene (a Detroit Frenchman, and an adopted
chief among the Indians,) set out with a few Cana-
dians, and a large body of savages, on a marauding
expedition, which was conducted in the usual
fashion. In August they appeared before Boones-
borough, and demanded a surrender. Boone had
just returned from an Indian captivity. In February,
1778, he had been taken by the Indians to Detroit,
and had been kindly treated there, but the Indians,
who had taken a fancy to him, refused to let him be
ransomed. Remembering this, Boone was inclined
to place some confidence in Chene's promise of fair
treatment, and agreed to meet him with eight com-
rades outside of the fort, but under cover of his
garrison's guns. After terms were made, the
Indians treacherously endeavored to seize Boone
and his associates, but the marksmen shot down the
leaders, and they crot back safelv throuo-h a cross-
fire into the fort, from which the assailants, after a
siege of ten days, and such a waste of ammunition
that the garrison picked up 125 pounds of their bul-
lets, retired with considerable loss.
Clark, having learned Hamilton's plans, did
not wait for spring, but started for Vincennes on
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CHAP.  V I I I . ] A TT ACK ON BOONE .  1 75 
dismissed his Indians for the win ter, i n  tending in  the 
spring to organize a large exped it ion and sweep 
the borders .  
An exped it ion against Detro it had been planned 
the same summer, but  it was broken up  main ly by 
the delays of General Mci ntosh. At the same time 
predatory excu rs ions went  out from Detroit .  Is i ­
dore Chene (a Detroi t  Frenchman, and an adopted 
chief among the Indians , )  set ou t with a few Cana­
dians,  and a large body of savages ,  on a ma rauding 
expedition which was conducted in the u sual 
fashion .  In August they appeared before Boones­
borough, and demanded a su rrender .  Boone had 
j u st retu rned from an Indian captivi ty .  In F ebruar) , 
r 7 78 ,  he haJ been taken by the I ndians to Detroit ,  
and had been kin dly treated there, bu t the I ndians, 
who had taken a fancy to him, refused to let him be 
ransomed. Rememberi ng this , Boone was inc l ined 
to place some confidence i n  Chene's prom ise of fai r 
treatment, and agreed to meet him with e ight com­
rades ou tside of th0 fort, bu t under cover of his 
garrison 's  gu n . After te rms were made, the 
I ndians treache rously endea\ ored to seize Boone 
and h is  associates, bu t the ma rk men shot down the 
leaders ,  and they got back safely th rough a cross­
fire i n to the fort, from which the assai lants, after a 
siege of ten days, and such a "' a  te of ammun it ion 
that the garrison pie k ed up r 2 5 pou nds of their  bu 1 -
lets ,  reti red with considerable loss . 
Clark,  ha i na  learned Hamilton 's  plans did 
not wait for pring, bu t started for \ incennes on 
176 HAMILTON CAPTURED AT VINCENNES. [Chap. VIII.
the 7th of February, with 1 76 men, partly French
volunteers. The country was almost impassable,
and no thought of clanger entered the mind of
the Governor. On the 23rd of February, Clark,
whose men had marched several miles throu^-h
water, appeared before the town and began the
attack. It was kept up until the next morning,
with no loss to the Americans, who kept well
under cover, and, being good marksmen, picked
off the gunners through the ports. At nine on
the morning of the 24th, Clark demanded an un-
conditional surrender, in very explicit and not al-
together civil terms. Refusing to grant a truce,
he agreed to meet Hamilton at the church, about
eighty yards from the fort, who came there with
Major Hay. Clark through this interview adhered
to his demands, and gave as a reason, when
asked, that as the principal Indian partisans from
Detroit, including Major Hay, were with Hamilton,
and as their course had been so atrocious, he
would on no account give up the right to deal
with them as he saw fit. The capitulation was
made that afternoon. Clark during the parley
had become more favorably impressed with
Hamilton, and consented to better terms. A few
days thereafter, a company from Detroit of forty
men under command of Mr. Adhemar, with
supplies and despatches for Hamilton, was captured
on the Wabash. Dejean was with them, having
gone, it is said,' to obtain means of justifying
himself for his judicial excesses before mentioned.
I C. I. Walker's Address.
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1 76 HAM I LTON CAPTU R E D  T VI NCENNES. [CHAP. V I I I . 
the 7 th of February, with I 7 6  men,  partly French 
volunteers .  The cou ntry was almost impassable 
and no thought of danger entered the mind of 
the Governor. On the 2 3 rd of February, Clark, 
whose men had marched several mi les through 
water, appeared before the town and began the 
attack . I t  was kept up  un ti l  the next morning, 
with no los to the Americans ,  who kept well 
u nder cover, and, being good marksmen,  picked 
off the gun ners th rough the ports . At nine on 
the morning of the 24th, Clark demanded an u n­
conditional surrender, in very explicit and not  al­
together civil terms. Refusing to grant a truce, 
he agreed to meet  Hami l ton at the chu rch, abou t 
eighty yards from the fort, who came there with 
Major H ay.  Clark through this  interview adhered 
to his demands, and gave as a reason,  when  
asked, that a s  the principal I ndian partisans from 
Detroi t, includi ng M ajor  H ay, were with Hamilton ,  
and as their course had been so atrocious, he 
would . on no account  give up  the right to  deal 
with them as he saw fit. The capitu lation was 
made that afternoon .  Clark during the parley 
had become more favorably impressed with 
Hamil ton ,  and consented to better terms. A few 
days the reafter, a company from Detroit of forty 
men under command of  Mr. Adhemar, with 
suppl ies and despatches for Hamilton ,  was captured 
on the Wabash. Dejean was with them, hav ing 
gone, 1 t  1s  said, 1 to obtain means of j u stifying 
himself for his j udicial excesses before mentioned. 
r C .  I .  W alker's Address. 
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Thomas Williams was 'acting in Dejean's
offices of justice and recorder in March, about
the time of his capture, probably by appointment
of the local commander, but if Dejean was under
censure — possibly from superior authority.
A part of the prisoners were discharged
on the usual terms, and returned to Detroit.
Hamilton, Hay, Dejean, (who figures as Grand
Judge of Detroit,) Lamothe, an officer in the
Indian Department, and Jonathan Schiefflin, with
a few others, were taken to Virginia. Hamilton,
Hay, Dejean and Lamothe, were put in irons. The
rest were paroled. The severity exercised towards
the former, was because they had been especially
responsible for Indian atrocities, and had offered
rewards for scalps instead of prisoners. Governor
Jefferson and the Virginia Legislature refused to
exchange them or mitigate their treatment, which
Washington admitted was richly deserved, although
he urged its relaxation on other grounds. Finally
they were released from their irons, and Lamothe
and Dejean having given the somewhat stringent
parole demanded of them, (which General W^ash-
ington said was the same required of our officers,)
were allowed to go to New York. Dejean rtevet
came to Detroit again. Hay and Hamilton, after
holding out a long time, finally gave their parole
also, and were released. Hamilton said afterwards
that this imprisonment continued twenty-two
months.'
^ Wayne Record, C , p. 392.
12
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
22
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
178
NEW FORT. Dh PEYSTER ARRIVES. [Chap. VIII.
During Hamilton's absence in Vincennes, the
fort at Detroit was in command of Major R. B.
LernoLilt, (sometimes erroneously written Le Noult,)
who, anticipating an attack from below, built a
new fort on the rising ground then called the
second terrace, (between Griswold and Wayne,
Congress and Michigan Avenues,) which remained
until about 1827. This was called Fort Lernoult,
until the Americans changed its name to Fort
Shelby.
Major De Peyster, of Mackinaw, sent out in
the spring of 1779 a second expedition to join
Hamilton in Illinois, but his capture foiled it, and
that country remained in American hands there-
after. Had it not been for this, the boundary
might have been fixed at the Ohio instead of the
lakes.
De Peyster was sent to Detroit to succeed
Hamilton, but was not made Lieutenant Governor.
The only others who held that title were Patrick
Sinclair, De Peyster's successor at Mackinaw,
and John Hay. From this time on, although the
forays continued with unabated fury through the
Revolution, the Indians were encouraged to bring
in live prisoners.
Major Arent Schuyler De Peyster, who came
to Detroit in 1779, was a man of some distinction,
and although on some occasions very arbitrary,
was undoubtedly a good officer. In one respect
his course was open to criticism. The largest
number of Indian grants ever made at one time
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1 78 N EW FORT. DE PEYSTER ARR I V ES.  L CHAP. V I I I .  
During H ami l ton ' s  absence i n  Vincennes, the 
fort at  Detro i t  was in  command of  Major R. B .  
Lernoult, (sometimes erroneously written Le N oult , )  
who,  anti c ipating an attack from below,  bui l t  a 
new fort on  the ris i ng ground then cal led the 
second terrace, (between G ri swold and Wayne, 
Congress and M ichigan Avenues , )  which remai ned 
u nti l about  1 8 2 7 . Thi s  .was cal led Fort Lernoul t, 
u n ti l  the Americans changed i ts name to Fort 
Shelby. 
Major De Peyster, of Mack inaw, sen t out in 
the spring of r 7 79 a second expedit ion to join  
H amil ton i n  I l l inois ,  bu t  h i s  capture foi led i t, and 
that country remained in  Ameri can hands there­
after. Had it not been for th is ,  the bou ndary 
m ight have been fixed at the Ohio instead of the 
lakes. 
De Peyster was sen t to Detro i t  to succeed 
Hamilton,  bu t was not made Lieutenant  Governor. 
The only others who held that tit le were Patrick 
S inclai r, De Peyster's successor at Mackinaw, 
and J ohn Hay. From th is  time on ,  al though the 
forays continued with u nabated fu ry through the 
Rev lu tion ,  the I ndians were encouraged to bring 
in  l ive prisoners .  
Major  Arent  Schuyler De Peyster, who came 
to · Detroit  i n  r 7 79 ,  was a man of some dist inct ion ,  
and although on some occas ions very arbitrary, 
was undoubtedly a good officer. I n  one respect 
his course was open to crit icism.  The largest  
number of I ndian grant  - ever made at  one t ime 
Chap. VIII.] De PEVSTER. 179
during the legitimate British possession, were
made in July, 1 780, soon after his arrival ; and
the largest one of those (of 5,000 acres) was
made to himself Many years afterwards he
relinquished it to a nephew, but it was so plainly
illegal that it was not respected. He also made
some large concessions of public property without
legal right, to Captain Bird and others. From
the numerous indications of his character, appear-
ing in records and elsewhere, the general inference
is favorable. He had some literary pretensions,
was a bon vivant, patronized liberally the card-
parties, balls and assemblies, and was very happy
in his domestic relations, though childless. On
occasion he performed the duties of chaplain, and
in that capacity married Thomas Williams (father
of Gen. John R. Williams) to Miss Cecilia Campau, *
on the 7th of May, 1781. John Kirby, of Grosse
Pointe, was baptized by one of the commanding
officers, and this is said not to have been an
uncommon occurrence. Whether Major (then
Colonel) De Peyster performed this rite also does
not appear, but it is quite likely. In many respects
one is reminded, in considering him, of a modern-
ized and slightly toned down Baron of Bradwar-
dine. In his latter days he retired to Dumfries,
where, in 1796, he commanded the volunteers
among whom Burns was enrolled, — the "awkward
squad" whom he did not wish to fire over his
grave. Very kindly relations existed between the
veteran and the poet, * who addressed and dedi-
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CHAP. V I I I .  l DE P E Y ST E R .  1 79 
du ring the le i timate Bri tish possess10n were 
made i n  Ju ly, r 780 soon after h is  arrival ; and 
the largest one of those (of 5 ,000 acre ) was 
made to h imself. Many years . afterwards he 
rel inquished it to a nephew, bu t it was so plain ly 
i l legal that i t  was not respected . He also made 
some large concess ions of publ i c  property withou t 
legal right, to Captain B i rd and oth.ers . From 
the numerous i ndications of his character, appear­
i ng i n  records and elsewhere, the general inference 
i s  favorable .  He had some l i terary p retens ions ,  
was a bon vivant, patronized l iberally the card­
parties , balls and assemblies ,  and was ery happy 
in his domestic relation s, though chi ldless .  On  
occasion he  performed the du t ies of chaplain ,  and 
i n  that capaci ty married Thomas \iVi l l iams father 
of Gen . John R. Wil l iams) to M iss Ceci l ia Campau , 
on  the 7 th of May, r 78 r .  John Kirby, of Grosse 
Pointe, was baptized by one of the commanding 
officers, and this i s  said not to have been  an 
uncommon occurrence .  \Mhether Major  ( then 
Colonel) De  Peyster performed thi s  ri te· also does 
not appear, bu t i t  i s  qu i te l ikely .  In many respects 
one is reminded, i n  considering h im,  of a modern­
ized and sl ightly toned down Baron of Bradwar­
dine .  In  h is  latte r days he re tired to Du mfries 
where ,  1 11 r 796, he commanded the -olu nte rs 
among whom Burns was enroll d,-th ' ' a\" kward 
squad" whom he d id not wi h to fi r  o er h i  
grav . Very k indly r lations existed betv\ e n the 
veteran and th oet, ' ho address d and dedi-
180
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cated one of his latest poems to his old friend
and commander.
He was unquestionably arbitrary in his official
dealings, but probably no more so than his own
predecessors, who did pretty much as they pleased.
In the summer of 1783, upon the application of
one Cuyler, who came on from the east to collect
a claim of Garret Graverat, De Peyster com-
pelled the latter to turn over to Cuyler more
than ten thousand dollars worth of furs and other
property belonging to the firm of Graverat
& Visgar and their late partner Colin Andrews,
under duress of being sent down immediately by
boat to the lower country. Graverat, to prevent
the ruin of his Detroit business, submitted ; but
entered a formal sworn protest on the public
records. As De Peyster, when he retired, went
abroad, there was no opportunity to hold him
responsible in the American or colonial courts ;
but it was an atrocious act of tyranny, done with-
out even a hearing, and with profane threats
unbecomiho^ an officer. As the existence of the
treaty of peace must have been known before
this time, and the exercise of extreme and sum-
mary violence was as much against English as
against American law, such conduct can only be
accounted for on personal grounds ; and the ex-
planation must probably be found in Graverat's
being obnoxious to the commander. If he was an
American in feeling, the success of the American
arms, and the annexation of Michigan to the
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1 8 0 DE PEYSTER. fCHAP. V I I I .  
cated one of his latest poems to his old friend  
and .commander. 
H e  was unquestionably arbi trary i n  h is  official 
deal ings, bu t probably no  more so than his own 
predecessors, who did pretty much as they pleased. 
In the summer of r 7 8 3, upon the appl ication of 
one Cuyler, who came on from the east to col lect 
a claim of Garret Graverat, De Peyster com­
pel led the latter to turn over to Cuyler more 
than ten thousand dollars worth of fu rs and other  
prope rty belonging to the firm of Graverat 
& Visgar and · the ir  late partner Col in  Andrews, 
under duress of be ing sent  down immediately by 
boat to the lower country. G raverat, to prevent 
the ru in  of h is  Detroi t  business, submitted ; but 
entered a formal sworn protest on  the publ i c  
records. As D e  Peyster, when he retired, wen t  
abroad, there was n o  opportuni ty to hold h im 
responsible in the American or colon ial courts ; 
bu t  i t  was an atrocious act of tyranny, done with­
out even a hearing, and with profane threats 
u nbecoming an officer. As the existence of the 
treaty of peace must  have been known before 
this  t ime, and the exercise of extreme and sum­
mary violence was as much against  English as 
against American law,  such conduct can only be 
accoun ted for on personal grou nds ; and the ex­
planation must  probably be found in Graverat's 
being obnoxiou s to the commander. If he was an 
American in  feel ing, the success of  the American 
arms, and the annexation of M ichigan to the 
Chap. VIII.] BIRD'S EXPEDITION. 131
United States, might very naturally have embit-
tered such a fierce loyalist as De Peyster ao-ainst
him.
In 1778 there is a record of quite as summary
an order by Lieutenant Governor Hamilton, stop-
ping the sale of a negress whose ownership was
questioned, and sending her to Rocheblave at Kas-
kaskia to have the matter examined, instead of
having it tried in Detroit.
In 1780, Captain Bird's famous expedition set
out southward, and among other depredations, des-
troyed several Kentucky setdements. This was
organized at great expense, under orders of Gen-
eral Haldimand, who had succeeded Sir Guy
Carleton in his command of the Province. The
expenses of outfit at Detroit alone were nearly or
quite $300,000. Bird found it difficult to restrain
the Indians, who made complete work ; and it is
supposed that motives of humanity induced him to
suspend going further. The inhabitants were made
Indian prisoners, and stripped of all their posses-
sions. In August, 1784, Bird, in selling a mulatto
woman, warranted his title by stating that at
Martin's Fort she was among the booty captured by
the Indians, and- given to him afterwards by the
captors.
This expedition was accompanied by Detroit
militia, commanded by Chabert De Joncaire, Jona-
than Schiefflin, Isidore Chene, and others.
This aroused great excitement in the United
States, and various plans were proposed to send
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CHAP. V I I I . ]  B I R D'S EXPEDITION.  1 81 
Uni ted States, m ight very natu rally have embit­
tered such a fierce loyalist  as De Peyster against  
h im.  
In  1 7 78 there is a record of qu ite as  summary 
an order by Lieutenant Gove rnor Hami l ton ,  stop­
ping the sale of a negress whose ownership was 
questioned, and sending her to Rocheblave at Kas­
kaskia to have the matte r examined, instead of 
having it tried in Detroit. 
I n  r ']80, Captain B ird 's  famous expedition set 
out  sou thward , and among other depredations, des­
troyed several Kentucky settlements. This was 
organized at great expense, u nder orders of Gen­
eral Haldimand, who had succeeded Sir Guy 
Carleton in  h is  command of the Province.  The 
expenses of outfit  at Detroit alone were nearly or 
quite $300,000. Bird found it d ifficul t  to restra in 
the I ndians, who made complete work ; and i t  i s  
supposed that motives of human ity i nduced him to 
suspend going further. The i nhabitants were made 
I ndian prisoners,  and stripped of al l  their posses­
s ions .  In August, r 7 84, B i rd, in  sell ing a mulatto 
woman, warranted his  title by s tating that at 
Martin ' s  Fort she was among the booty captu red by 
the I ndians, and· given to him afte rwards by the 
captors. 
This expedition was accompanied by Detroit 
mi l i tia, commanded by Chabert De Joncaire Jona­
than Schieffiin ,  I s idore Chene, and oth rs . 
This aroused great exci,tement  i n  the C nited 
States, and vanous plans were propo ed to end 
182 MORAVIANS IN MICHIGAN. [Chap. VIII.
expeditions under Brodhead and Clark to capture
Detroit. Clark was very anxious to undertake it,
but the invasion of Virginia by Cornwallis suspend-
ed these side issues, and nothing effective was done.
During the various Indian expeditions, and
other frontier warfare, there had been some diffi-
culty in keeping all the tribes contented under
the British control, and all sorts of expedients
were resorted to, in order that this might be
secured.
Not long before the Revolution, David Zeis-
berger, an eminent Moravian missionary, with
Heckewelder and some others, founded missions
on the Muskingum at Schonbrunn, Lichtenau and
Gnadenhutten, and the converts, particularly among
the Delawares, were numerous. Colonel Alex-
ander McKee, Matthew Elliott, and Simon Girty,
made repeated attempts to induce these Indians
to join the British and fight against the Amer-
icans, but without success. The Detroit Hurons
were no more successful in their efforts to per-
suade or frighten them, although the Delaware
chiefs were wavering. The English agents
persuaded Governor Hamilton that the mission-
aries were acting as spies in the American
interest, and he became very much incensed, and
made threats, which the emissaries used to influence
the chiefs against them. One of the chiefs, Cap-
tain Pipe, was at last cajoled into declaring for
the English, and the tribe became divided. When
De Peyster was in c'ommand, Elliott persuaded
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1 82 1\IORA V IANS lN M I C H IGAN . (CHAP. V I I I .  
expeditions under Brodhead and Clark to capture 
Detroit .  Clark was very anxious to u ndertake i t , 
but the invasion of Virginia by Cornwall i s  suspend­
ed these side issues,  and nothing effective was done.  
Du ring the variou s  I ndian expeditions, and 
other frontier  warfare, the re had been some diffi­
culty in  keeping all the tribes contented u nder 
the B ri tish control, and al l  sorts of expedien ts 
we re resorted to, in  order that th is  might be 
secu red. 
Not long before the Revolu tion, David Zeis­
berge r, an eminent  Moravian missionary, with 
H eckewelder and some others, founded missions  
on the Muskingum at Schonbru nn ,  Lichtenau and 
Gnadenhutten ,  and the converts, particu larly among 
the Delawares, were numerous .  Colonel Alex­
ander M cKee, Matthew Ell iott, and Simon Gi rty, 
made repeated �ttempts to induce these I ndians 
to join  the British and fight against the Amer­
icans ,  but without  su ccess. The Detroit H u rons 
were no more successful in their efforts to per­
suade or frighten them, although the Delaware 
chiefs were wavering. The Engl ish agents 
persuaded Governor H amilton that the mission­
aries were acting as spies in the American 
in terest, and he became very much incensed, and 
made threats, which the emissaries u sed to influence 
the chiefs against  them.  One of the chiefs, Cap­
tain  Pipe, was at  last cajoled into declaring for 
the Engl ish ,  and the tribe became divided. When 
De Peyster was in  c·ommand, Ell iott persuaded 
Chap. VIII.] MORAVIANS AT DETROIT. 183
him, by representations that Captain Pipe had
denounced the missionaries, to send a force
under ElHott to capture them and bring them
in. After much suffering, they reached Sandusky,
whence Captain Pipe was to bring them to
Detroit. During this whole journey they com-
plained especially of the affronts and injuries
received from Simon Girty. Pipe being on a
drunken frolic, the missionaries started for
Detroit ahead of him on the 25th of October,
1 78 1. The winter was early, and the country
through the Black Swamp, and round the head
of the lake, was nearly impassable ; but after
much labor and exposure they reached Detroit.
Their reception by De Peyster was very
ungracious, and he put off their hearing for sev-
eral days. They were kindly sheltered by Mr.
Tybout, a French inhabitant, and received atten-
tion and courtesies from others. On the 9th of
November, they were confronted with Captain
Pipe before the Commandant, when the chief
expressed himself very bitterly concerning the
manner in which he had been urged on by the
English to join them, and completely denied all
the stories against the missionaries, who had
studiously avoided any conduct which could favor
either side, and had endeavored to preserve the
Indians from hostilities. De Peyster was finally
satisfied, and thereafter was very kindly disposed
and aided them liberally. Having returned to
Sandusky, they were subjected to renewed threats
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
22
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. V I I I . ]  MORAVIAN A T  DETRO IT.  1 8 3 
him, by representations that Captain Pipe had 
denou nced the m issionaries, to end a force 
under Ell iott to captu re them and bring them 
m. After much suffering, they reached Sandusky, 
whence Captain Pipe was to bring them to 
Detroit . Du ring this whole journey they com­
plained especial ly of the affron ts and inju rie 
received from Simon Girty. Pipe being on a 
dru nken frolic , the miss 10nanes started for 
Detroit  ahead of h im on  the 2 5 th of October, 
I 7 8  I .  The winter was early, and the country 
through the Black Swamp, and rou nd the head 
of the lake was nearly impassable ; bu t after 
much labor and exposure they reached Detroit .  
Thei r  reception by De Peyster was very 
u ngracious, and he put  off their hearing for  sev­
eral days. They were kindly shelt� red by Mr. 
Tybou t, a French inhabitant, and received atten­
t ion and courtesies from others .  On the 9th of 
November, they were confronted with Captain 
Pipe before the Commandant, when the chief 
expressed himself very bitte rly concern ing the 
manner in  which he had been u rged on by the 
English to j oin  them, and completely denied all 
the stories agains t  the missionaries, who had 
studiously avoided any conduct which cou ld favor 
either side, and had endeavored to preserve the 
I ndian s from hostil it ies . De Peyste r was fi nally 
satisfied, and thereafter was very kindly disposed 
and aided them l iberally. Ha ing retu rned to 
andusky, they were subjected to renewed threats 
184 NEW GNADENHUTTEN. [Chap. Vtll.
and indignities from Girty. De Peyster sent
word to bring them back to Detroit, but to treat
them kindly; and in April, 1782, they came back
under escort. The Commandant told them he
had taken this course for their safety, and offered
to give them means of returning to the central
mission at Bethlehem, or to allow them to remain.
They decided to remain, if they and their
flock could settle near Detroit. By arrangement
with the Chippewas, dwelling on the Clinton (then
known as the Huron) River, about twenty miles
northeast of Detroit, they fixed their colony near
the mouth of that stream, a few miles from Lake
St. Clair. De Peyster contributed such outfit as
they needed of utensils and provisions, with some
horses and cattle, his estimable lady also adding
other useful presents. The Church of England
"Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts " sent them a draft for one hundred
pounds sterling, which was a very timely gift.
On the 2 1 St of July, 1782, Zeisberger and Jung-
man, (married missionaries with their families,)
and Edwards and Jung, (unmarried missionaries,)
with some white families, including that of Rich-
ard Connor, and several Indian converts, reached
their new refuge, and solemnly in prayer conse-
crated it to the service of the Lord, under the
name of Gnadenhutten, in memory of their old
home on the Muskingum. It was usually called
New Gnadenhutten. In August they had com-
pleted a village, consisting of a street of block-
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1 84 NEW GNADENHUTT�N. [CHAI'. Vtll . 
and indigni ties from Girty. De Peyster sent 
word to bring them back to Detroit, bu t to treat 
them k indly ; and in April ,  I 7 8 2 ,  they came back 
u nder escort. The Commandant told them he 
had taken th is cou rse for their safety, and offered 
to· give them means of retu rning to the central 
mission at Bethlehem, or to allow them to remain .  
They decided to remain ,  i f  they and their 
flock cou ld settle near Detroit .  By arrangement 
with the Chippewas, dwell i ng on  the Cl inton  ( then 
known as the H u ron)  River, about twenty miles 
northeast of Detroit, they fixed their colony near 
the mou th of that stream, a few miles from Lake 
St. Clair. De Peyster contributed such outfit as 
they needed of u tensi ls and provisions, with some 
horses and cattle, his est imable lady also adding 
other useful presents .  The Chu rch of England 
" Society for the Propagation of the Gospel i n  · 
Foreign Parts " sen t  them a draft for one hu ndred 
pounds sterl ing, which was a very timely gift. 
On the 2 1 st of J u ly, 1 78 2 , Zeisberger and Ju ng­
man, (married missionaries with their famil ies ,) 
and Edwards and Jung, (u nmarried missionaries , )  
with some white famil ies ,  inc luding th.at of Rich­
ard Connor, and several I ndian converts, reached 
thei r new refuge, and solemnly in p rayer conse­
crated i t  to the service of the Lord, u nder the 
name of Gnadenhutten ,  in memory of their qld 
home on the Muskingum.  I t  was u sual ly cal led 
New Gnadenhu tten .  In August they had com­
pleted a vi l lage, consisting of a street of block-
Chap. VIlI.] COLD WINTER. 185
houses with substantial outbuildings. De Peyster,
(now colonel) was an active friend, and Governor
General Haldimand also befriended them. On
the 5th of November, 1782, they opened their
new church. In 1783, the sugar crop was large,
and the people, white and red, were enabled by
their hunting and manufacture of wooden wares,
to keep themselves supplied with all they needed.
On receiving news of the peace, which reached
them in May, they endeavored to gather in from
Ohio more of their Indians, and succeeded quite
well in doinor so.
By a mistake in the kind of corn which they
had planted, they lost that crop by early frosts.
The next winter of 1783-4 was one of the
severest on record. The ice on Lake St. Clair,
a mile from shore, was three feet two inches
thick, and the snow five feet deep. The winter
of 1874-5 resembled it more closely than any
year within living memory. The deep snow
interfered with hunting, and the ice with fishing.
The winter was a trying one, but they succeeded
in getting a large quantity of venison from a
herd that strayed into the neighborhood, and
with the surplus of this they purchased corn. In
the spring they made sugar, and caught an abund-
ance of fish, and, when the snow melted, gathered
quantities of cranberries. Detroit furnished a
ready market for all they could spare.
A straight road had been run for their accom-
dation from Tremble's mill, on Tremble's (now
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CHAP. VltI .]  COLD WINT E R .  1 85 
houses with substantial ou tbui ld ings. De Peyster, 
(now colonel )  was an ac�ive friend, and Governor 
General H aldimand also befriended them. O n  
the 5 th o f  November, r 7 8 2 ,  they opened the ir  
n ew chu rch.  In  I 783 ,  the sugar crop was large 
and the people, white and red, were enabled by 
the ir  hu nti ng and manufactu re of wooden wares, 
to keep themselves suppl ied with all they needed. 
On receiving news of the peace, which reached 
them in May, they e ndeavored to gather in from 
Ohio more of the i r  I ndians, and succeeded qu i te 
well i n  doing so. 
By a m istake m the k ind  of corn which they 
had planted, they lost  that crop by early frosts. 
The next  win ter of r 783 -4 was one  of the 
severest on r cord.  The ice on  Lake St. Clai r, 
a m ile from shore, was three feet two inches 
thick,  and the snow five fee t  deep . The winter 
of 1 8 74- 5 resembled i t  more closely than any 
year with in  l iv ing memory. The deep snow 
i n terfered with hun ti ng, and the ice with fish ing. 
The win ter  was a trying one, but they succeeded 
in getting a large quantity of venison from a 
herd that strayed i n to. the ne ighborhood, and 
with the su rplus of this  they purchased corn .  I n  
the spri ng they made sugar, and caught an abund­
ance of fish, and, when the snow melted, gathered 
quantit ies of cranberries. Detroit  fu rn ished a 
ready mark et for all they cou ld spare. 
A straight road had been ru n for the ir  accom­
dation  from Tremble's mi l l ,  on Tremble's ( now 
186 GOVERNOR HAY. [Chap. Vlll.
Connor's) Creek, to the Moravian village, thus very
much shortenino^ the otherwise longr and round-
about lake shore road. This was the first inland
road made in Michigan.
In May, 1784, they came to Detroit to bid fare-
well to Colonel De Peyster, who was about depart-
ing, and who commended them to Governor Hay,
(Hamilton's companion,) who had just been sent
out to take charge of the post. Hay had recently
been in England, where the case of the mission-
aries had received attention, and he had been
directed to encourage them. As this was a year
after the peace, and before any serious controver-
sies, it indicates pretty clearly the insincerity of the
British Government in regard to their treaty obli-
gations to quit the post.
Governor Hay died the same summer, having
had no time to make any mark on the settlement.
His character was respected. He left a family
of three sons, one of whom, Henry Hay, be-
came an * officer in the British Army, and was
stationed at Detroit in the last British com-
mand. The writer Was many years ago informed,
by a family connection of Governor Hay, that his
remains were first buried behind and near the
Chateau or Governor's House, on the corner of
Jefferson Avenue and Griswold Street, and after-
wards removed by the informant to the new ceme-
tery, established in 1827, and placed in the Catholic
portion of that ground. That cemetery has now
been vacated, and probably there has been another
removal.
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1 8 6 GO ERNO R HAY . [CHAP. v I I I . 
Connor's )  Creek, to the Moravian vil lage, thu s very 
mu ch shorten ing the otherwise long and r_ou nd­
abou t lake shore road . This was the fi rst  inland 
road made in M ichigan .  
I n  May, r 784, they cam e to  Detroit  to  bid fare­
·wel l  to Colon 1 D Peyste r, who was abou t depart­
i ng, and who com 111ended them to Governor H ay, 
( Hami l ton '  compan ion , )  who had j u st been sent 
ou t to take charge of the post .  H ay had recently 
been in  England,  where the case of the m ission­
aries had received atten tion , and he had been 
directed to encou rage them . As th is  was a year 
afte r the peace, and before any serious controver­
sies, i t  i nd icates pretty clearly the ins inceri ty of  the 
Bri tish Governmen t in regard to their treaty obl i ­
gations to quit  the post .  
Governor Hay died the same summer, having 
had no t ime to make any mark on the settlement .  
H is character was respected. He left a family 
of three sons, one of  whom,  Henry H ay, be­
came an · officer in the Bri tish Army, and was 
stationed at Detroit  i n  the last B rit ish com­
mand .  The writer was many years ago informed, 
by a family con nect ion of Governor Hay, that his 
remains  were firs t  buried behind and near the 
Chateau or Go ernor 's House, on the corner  of 
Jeffe rson  Avenue and Griswold treet ,  and after­
ward removed by the informant to the new ceme­
te ry, establ ished in i 8 2 7 , and placed in  the Cathol ic 
portion of that ground .  That cemetery has now 
been vacat d, and probably th re has been anothe r 
rem al . 
Chap. Vltl.] DEPARTURE OF THE MORAVIANS.
187
Major William Ancrum succeeded to the com-
mand. By this time the Moravian town had become
a neat and pleasant village, well laid out and sub-
stantially built, with considerable clearings. The
Chippewas, however, were getting tired of agri-
cultural neighbors, and the setders determined to
move to some other place. They went from New
Gnadenhutten to the south side of Lake Erie,
whence, in 1 790, a large number moved over into
Upper Canada, and settled on the Thames River,
near the battlefield where Harrison defeated Proc-
tor, in 18 1 3. Richard Connor and his family re-
mained behind, and kept their farm. His sons,
Henry, William and James, became prominent
citizens. Henry Connor was a noted interpreter,
(known as Wabishkindibe, or White Hair,) in
whom Indians and whites placed implicit confidence,
which he fully deserved. He was a very upright
man.
In 1788, Ancrum and John Askin, who had been
kind to the missionaries, and who claimed to have
purchased out their rights for a sufficient considera-
tion, obtained from the Chippewas a grant of
24,000 acres, including 'the Moravian town and a
large tract besides. Askin subsequently testified
that there were more than twenty houses and their
outbuildings, and that the Moravian road had been
built by himself and Ancrum, with some help from
the Moravian Indians. Askin and his son, with
one John Cornwall, obtained also a Chippewa
grant of twenty-four miles long by two leagues
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CHAP. V I l I . ]  D EPARTURE O F  THE MORAVIANS.  1 8 7  
Major  William Ancrum succeeded t o  the com­
mand. By this time the Moravian town had become 
a neat and pleasant vi l lage, well laid out and sub-
tantial ly bu ilt, with considerable clear�n s .  The 
Chippewas, however, were getting tired of agri­
cu l tu ral ne ighbors, and the settlers determined to 
move to some other place . They wen t  from New 
Gnadenhu tten to the south side of Lake Erie, 
whence, in  r 790, a large number moved over i n to 
Upper Canada, and settled on the Thame River, 
near the battlefield where Harrison defeated Proc­
tor, in r 8 r 3. Richard Con nor and his family re­
mained beh ind, and kept their farm .  H is sons, 
Henry, Will iam and James, became prominent  
c1t1zens .  H enry Conn or was a noted interpreter, 
(known as V\ abishkindibe, or  White H air, )  i n  
whom I ndians and whites placed implic it confiden ce,  
which he  fully dese rved. He was a very u pright 
man.  
In r 788 ,  Ancrum and John  Ask in ,  who had been 
k ind to the m issionaries, and who claimed to have 
purchased out  the ir  rights for a sufficien t  considera­
tion ,  obtained from the Chippewas a grant of 
2 4,000 acres, i nclud ing the Moravian town and a 
large tract besides. Askin subsequently testified 
that there were more than twen ty hou es and their 
outbu ildi ngs, and that the Moravian road had been 
bu ilt by himself and Ancrum,  with some help from 
the Moravian Indians.  Ask in  and hi son , V\ ith 
one John Cornwal l ,  obtained also a Chippewa 
gran t of twenty-fou r miles long by two leao-ue 
188 REMOVAL OF FORT MACKINAW. [Chap. VIII.
wide, Including that road, and a league in breadth
on each side of it. These grants were made after
the treaty of 1783, and were in violation of the
British and American laws, and were disallowed.
Connor and some neiofhbors were confirmed In their
claims to single farm holdings, as actual settlers.
After Patrick Sinclair went to Mackinaw, and
toward the close of the Revolution, he made prepa-
rations for removing the fort from the main land to
the Island of Michillmackinac, for which he obtained
the consent of the tribe of Chippewas in occu-
pancy. The new fort was occupied in 1783.
By the preliminary treaty of peace of Novem-
ber 30, 1782, It was unconditionally agreed that
" His Britannic Majesty shall, with all convenient
speed, and without causing any destruction, or car-
rying away any negroes, or other property of the
American inhabitants, withdraw all his armies, gar-
risons and fleets from the said United States ; and
from every part, place and harbor within the same ;
leaving in all fortifications the American artillery
that may be therein ; and shall also order and
cause all archives, records, deeds and papers be-
longing to any of the said States, or their citizens,
which In the course of the war may have fallen Into
the hands of his officers, to be forthwith restored
and delivered to the proper States and persons to
whom they belong." And by further articles It
was, January 20, 1783, agreed that In all places
without exception, (unless when a shorter term was
specified,) five months should be the utmost term of
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188  R E M OVAL O F  FORT MACKINAW. [CHAP. VIII .  
wide, inclu ding that road, and a l eague in breadth 
on each side of it. These gran ts were made after 
the treaty of I 7 8 3 , and were i n  violation of the 
British and American laws, and were disal lowed.  
Connor and some ne ighbors were confirmed in their 
claims to s ingle  farm holdings, as actual se ttlers .  
After Patrick S inclai r went  to Mackinaw, and 
toward the close of the Revolu tion,  he  made prepa­
rations for rerr:oving the fort from the main land to 
the I sland of M ichi l imackinac, for which he obtained 
the consent of the tribe of Chippewas in occu­
pancy. The new fort was occupied in  I 783 .  
By  the prel iminary treaty of  peace o f  N ovem­
ber 30, 1 7 8 2 , i t  was unconditionally agreed that 
" H is Bri tannic Majesty shall ,  with all convenient 
speed, and withou t caus ing any destru ction ,  or  car­
rying away any negroes, or other p roperty of the 
American inhabitants , withdraw all h is armies, gar­
risons and fleets from the said Uni ted States ; and 
from every part, p lace and harbor within the same ; 
leaving i n  all fortifications the American arti l lery 
that may be therein ; and shall also order and 
cause al l  archive s, records,  deeds and papers be­
longing to any of the said States, or the ir  c i tizens, 
which i n  the course of the war may have fallen in to 
the hands of his officers, to be forthwith restored 
and delivered to the proper States and persons to 
whom they belong." And by fu rther articles i t  
was, January 2 0, I 783 ,  agreed that in  a l l  places 
withou t exception ,  (unless when a shorter term was 
specified,) five months shou ld be the u tmost te rm of 
Chaf. VIII. J FORTS RETAINED BY THE BRITISH.
189
hostilities, or for the validity of hostile acts. Notice
was received in Detroit in May, 1783, if not earlier.
The final treaty of September, 1783, recognized
and adopted ■ the preceding- action from its original
date.
General Washington was persuaded, and de-
clared from the first, that the British Government
were not acting in good faith in this matter. In
August, 1783, when Baron Steuben was sent to
Governor General Haldimand to demand posses-
sion of the western forts, he was not only refused,
but was not even permitted to visit them ; and the
Governor declined in any way to facilitate or ex-
pedite the business. His course towards Steuben
was reported by the latter as uncivil. He wrote to
General Washington a letter, respectful in form, in
which he excused himself for the refusal on the
ofround that he had received no orders from His
Majesty. New York was evacuated on the 25th
of November, 1783, and the Continental Army was
disbanded. Great Britain never notified the
Governor of Canada, or any one else, to give up
the western posts, and they were retained, in spite
of protests and remonstrances, until the breaking
out of the French Revolution, and the prospect of
further wars, made it expedient to surrender them.
But during nearly all this period, and especially
from 1 786, the emissaries of Great Britain were
busy in keeping up a hostile feeling among the
Indians in the Northwest against the Americans.
There were, in 1786, and thereafter, some mutual
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CHAI'. V I I I . J  FORTS R ETA I N E D  B Y  T H E  BRITISH.  189 
hostil it ies, or for the val idity of hostile acts. Notice 
was received in Detroit in May, r 783 ,  if  not earl ier. 
The final treaty of September, r 783 ,  recognized 
and adopted · the preceding action from i ts original 
date. 
General Washington was persuaded, and de­
clared from the firs t, that the Bri tish Government 
were not acting in good faith in th is  matter. In  
August, 1 78 3 ,  when Baron Steuben was sen t  to 
Governor General H aldimand to demand posses­
sion of the western forts, he was not only refused, 
bu t was not even permitted to vis it  them ; and the 
Governor decl ined in any way to faci l i tate or ex­
pedite the business .  H is course towards Steuben 
was reported by the latter as uncivil . He wrote to 
General Wash ington a le tte r, respectful in  form, in 
which he excused himself for the refusal on the 
grou nd that he had rece ived no orders from H i s 
Majesty. New York was evacu ated on the 2 5 th 
of  November, r 783 , and the Continental Army was 
disbanded. Great Britain never notified the 
Governor of Canada, or any one else, to give up  
the we�tern posts, and  they were retained,  i n  spite 
of protests and remonstrances,  u n til the breaking 
ou t of the French Revolu tion ,  and the prospect o f  
fu rther wars, made i t  expedien t to su rrende r them. 
But during nearly al l  this period, and especial ly 
from r 786, the emissaries of Great B ritai n we re 
busy i n  keeping u p  a hosti le feel ing among the 
Indians in the Northwest against the Americans. 
There were, i n  r 7 8 6, and thereafter, some mutual 
190 VIOLATION OF TREATY. [Chap. VIII.
grounds of complaint for alleged violations of the
treaty, but none in 1783, '84 or '85, that were set
up as solid pretexts for retaining the posts. There
can be no reason to doubt the conclusion of General
Washington, that the mother country meant to
speculate on dissolution, and to retain the unsettled
country and western forts if she could. In 1 784, it
would seem, however, that the Canadian Governor
may possibly have expected to be compelled to
comply with our demands ; as he removed the pub-
lic records from Detroit to Quebec, where they
were retained until Lord Dorchester, in 1789, sent
out Judge Powell to establish a court. At this lat-
ter period, it seems to have been assumed that the
United vStates would be compelled to submit to
losing the posts. That removal of records was in
direct violation of the treaty, and the records so
removed were never put in American custody until
the present decade, when they were partially res-
tored, (as far as found,) by order of Her Majesty's
Government. The responsibility of the British
authorities for the intentional and unprovoked re-
tention of the posts does not rest on surmise. On
nearly every occasion when attempts were made to
treat with the Indians, they represented they could
not act without the consent of the Detroit Com-
mandant. When Brant went to England, after the
formation ol his confederacy in 1785, he asked an
explicit assurance that the British would stand by
him, which Lord Sidney, the Colonial Secretary,
evaded, but did not discourage. John Johnson, the
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1 9 0  7 10LATION O F  TR EAT Y .  [CHAP. V I I I .  
grounds of complaint for alleged violations of the 
treaty, but none in  1 7 8 3 ,  '84 or  '8 5 ,  that were set 
up as solid pretexts for retain ing the posts. There 
can be no reason to doubt the conclu  ion of General 
Washington ,  that the mother country meant to 
specu late on d issolu tion ,  and to retain the un settled 
coun try and western forts if she could.  In I 784, i t  
would seem, however, that the Canadian Governor 
may possibly have expected to be compelled to 
comply with our demands ; as he removed the pub­
l ic records from Detroi t  to Quebec, where they 
were re tained un ti l  Lord Dorchester, in I 789 ,  sent  
out  J udge Powell  to establish a court. At this lat­
ter period, i t  seems to have been assumed that the 
U nited States wou ld  be compelled to submit to 
los ing the posts .  That removal of records was in 
d irect violation of the treaty, and the records so 
removed were never p u t  in American custody un ti l  
the presen t  decade, when they were partially res­
tored, (as far as fou nd,) by order of H er Maj esty's 
Government. The responsibil i ty of the Bri tish 
authori ties for the intentional and u nprovoked re­
tention of the posts does not rest  on su rmise. On 
nearly every occasion when attempts were made to 
treat with the I ndians, they represen ted they could 
not act without the consent of the Detroit Com­
man dant. When Brant went to England, after the 
formation of his confederacy in r 7 8 5 ,  he asked an 
expl ic i t  a su rance that the B rit ish wou ld tand by 
him, which Lord Sidney, the Colonial Secretary, 
evaded, but did not  di courage . John Johnson ,  the 
Chap. VIII. J BRITISH AND INDIAN DEALINGS. 191
Indian Superintendent, on his 'return, gave him that
assurance in writing, and impressed upon him very
strongly not to allow the Americans to come into
the country, or to approach the posts, saying: "It
is for your sakes, chiefly, if not entirely, that we
hold them." -''■ -^ "By supporting them, you encourage
us to hold them, and encourage the new settlements,
already considerable, and every day increasing
by numbers coming in, who find they cannot live in
the States." Lord Dorchester was more explicit,
and speaking through Captain Mathews, whom he
sent to command at Detroit, he expresses regret
that the Indians have consented to let the Ameri-
cans make a road to Niagara, but, notwithstanding
this blameworthy conduct, the Indians shall never-
theless have their presents, as a mark of approba-
tion of their former conduct ; and then proceeds :
" In future his lordship wishes them to act as is best
for their interests. He cannot begin a war with
the Americans because some of their people en-
croach and make depredations upon parts of the
Indian country ; but they must see it is his lord-
ship's intention to defend the posts, and that while
these are preserved, the Indians must find great
security therefrom, and consequently the Americans
greater difficulty in taking possession ot their
lands. But should they once become masters of
the posts, they will surround the Indians, and ac-
complish their purpose with little trouble." '•'' ••' ■•• " In
your letter to me, you seem apprehensive that the
English are not very anxious about the defence
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CHAP. V I I I . ]  B R L T I .  H AJ. D I i  D I A N  DEALIN ' ." .  1 9 1  
I ndian Superin tenden t, o n  his retu rn , ave him that 
assu rance in writing, and impressed u pon  him v ry 
s�rongly not to allow the Americans to come in to 
the cou ntry, or to approach the posts, say ing : ' I t  
is for you r ·sakes, chiefly, i f  no t  en ti rely, that we 
hold them . "  * * "By u pporti ng them, you encou rage 
us  to hold them, and e ncou rage the new settlements, 
al ready considerable ,  and every day increasing 
by n umbers coming in ,  who find they cannot l ive in 
the States. " Lord Dorchester was more explicit, 
and speaking through Captain Mathew , whom he 
sen t  to command at Detroit, he expresses regret 
that the I ndians have consented to let  the Ameri­
cans  make a road to Niagara, bu t, notwithstanding 
this blameworthy condu ct, the Ind ian s shall neve r­
theless have their  presen ts ,  as a mark of approba­
tion of their former  conduct ; and then proceeds : 
" In futu re his lord shin wishes them to act as is best .t 
for their in terests. H e  cannot  begin a war with 
the Americans because some of their people en­
croach and make depredations upon parts of  the 
I ndian cou ntry ; bu t they must see it is  his lord­
ship ' s  i n tention to defend the posts, and that whi le 
these are preserved, the I ndians· m u st fin  great 
security therefrom, and con sequently the American 
greater difficul ty in taking posse s ion of th i r  
lands. Bu t shou ld they once become maste rs of  
the posts ,  they wil l  su rrou nd  the I ndians ,  and  ac­
complish their pu rpo e with l ittle trou ble . ' '  : ; �  : : ;  :;: ' 1  I n  
you r letter to me, ) ou eem apprehensive that the 
English are not ve ry anxiou abou t the defence 
192 SCHEMES TO RETAIN MICHIGAN. [Chap. VIII.
of the posts. You will soon be satisfied that
they have nothing more at heart, provided that
it continues to be the wish of the Indians,
and that they remain firm in doing their part
of the business, by preventing the Americans
from coming into their country, and conse-
quently from marching to the posts. On the
other hand, if the Indians think it more for their
interest that the Americans should have possession
of the posts, and be established in their country,
they ought to declare it, that the English need no
longer be put to the vast and unnecessary expense
and inconvenience of keeping posts, the chief
object of which is to protect their Indian allies, and
the loyalists who have suffered with them.'
The proofs are abundant that the British
depended on the Indians to keep the Americans
from approaching the forts to get possession, and
that this was not done for any claims of violated
treaty, but because they desired to retain the
western country and its trade for their own pur-
poses.
In 1 784, as before mentioned, a new lieutenant
governor was sent out to Detroit, and in 1789 it
was brought under partial civil government.
This was also, if we may credit the information
received from our diplomatic agents in England,
in pursuance of a definite plan whereby Lord
Dorchester was vested with enlarged powers.
I Stone's Brant, iii , 271.
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192  SCHEMES TO R ETAIN M IC H IGAN .  [CHAP. VII I .  
of the posts .  You will soon be satisfied that 
they have nothing more at  heart, provided that 
it continues to be the wish of the I ndians, 
and that they remain firm in doing their part 
of the business, by preventing the Americans 
from coming in to their cou ntry, and conse­
quently from marching to the posts. O n  the 
other  hand,  if the I ndians think i t  more for their 
i n terest that the Americans should have possession 
of the posts, and be establ ished in their country, 
they ought to declare i t, that the English need n o  
longer b e  pu t to the vast and unnecessary expense 
and inconvenience of keeping posts ,  the chief 
obj ect  of  which i s  to protect their I ndian all ies ,  and 
the loyal ists who have suffered with them.  1 
The proofs are abundant that the Bri tish 
depended on the I ndians  to keep the Americans 
from approaching the forts to get possession, and 
that this was not done for any claims of violated 
treaty, but because they desired to re tain the 
western country and its trade for their own pur­
poses . 
I n  r 784, as before mentioned, a new l ieutenan t 
governor was sent  out  to Detroit, and in r 789 i t  
was brought under partial civi l government .  
This was also, if  we may credit the information 
received from our diplomatic agen ts in England ,  
i n  pursuance of a defin ite plan whereby Lord 
Dorchester was vested with enlarged powers .  
1 Stone' s Brant, i i i  , 27  I .  
Chap. VIII.] CANADA DIVIDED. 193
During the period of unlawful possession, there
was apparently no restraint put on the acquisition
of Indian grants, and, unless the chiefs were
ubiquitous, it appears in some cases as if no par-
ticular care was taken to be sure of their identity.
Congress had at once, upon the peace, prohibited
any such purchases.
Very few facts of local interest are noted
within the next few years. The Ordinance of
1787, which furnished a wise constitution for the
territory northwest of the Ohio, did not become
practically operative in this region until the
Americans gained possession. Before that time,
although no laws passed after the treaty could
attach except for the time being, yet, so long as
the country was held by Great Britain, all trans-
actions were governed by the law of the pos-
sessors.
In 1792, Quebec was divided into Upper and
Lower Canada ; and Colonel John Graves Simcoe
was made Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada,
the Governorship General covering both divisions.
The Quebec Act, so far as it applied to Upper
Canada, was repealed, as well as all legislation
under it abrogated. Upper Canada was made a
common law country, and trial by jury was intro-
duced in both civil and criminal cases.
«
Simcoe, who had commanded during the
Revolution the Oueen's Ranorers, a reo-iment of
American tories, first raised by Rogers, and
13
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Dur. Vlll . ]  CANADA DIVIDED.  1 9 3  
Du ring the period o f  u n lawfu l  possession ,  there 
was apparen tly no restrain t  put  on the acquis ition 
of I ndian grants, and,  u nless the chiefs were 
ubiqu itous, i t  appears i n  some cases as i f  no par­
ticular care was taken to be su re of the i r  iden tity. 
Congress had at once, upon the peace, prohibited 
any such purchases . 
Very few facts of local in terest are noted 
with in the next few years. The Ordinance of 
r 78 7 ,  which fu rn ished a wise consti tu tion for the 
territory northwest of the Ohio, did not become 
practically operative in  this region u n til the 
Americans gained possession .  Before that time, 
although no laws passed after the t reaty could 
attach except for the time being, yet, so long as 
the cou ntry was held by Great B ri tain ,  al l  trans­
actions were governed by the law of the pos­
sessors. 
In r 792 ,  Quebec was divided into Upper and 
Lower Canada ; and Colonel John Graves Simcoe 
was made Lieutenant  Governor  of Upper Canada. 
the Governorship General cove ring both d ivisions .  
The Quebec Act, so far as it applied to U pper 
Canada, was repealed, as well  as al l  legislation 
u nder i t  abrogated. Upper Canada was made a 
common law country, and trial by j u r) wa in tro­
duced in  both c iv i l  and criminal cases . 
. 
Simcoe, who had commanded du ring the 
Revolution the Q 1 1 een ' s  Rangers a regiment nf 
American tories ,  fi rst raised by Roo- r , and 
1 3  
194 BORDER DIFFICULTIES. [Chap. VIII.
somewhat noted for their cruelties, took no pains
to conceal his sentiments. The Upper Canada
Legislature established permanent courts in the
regular way at Detroit and Mackinaw, as posts
of the Province. In 1 789, provision was made
for orantine lands in the Province to American
refugees, and the region lying east of the Detroit
River and north of Lake Erie was largely
settled by Dutch tories from New York. The
result was to excite among the Americans who
afterwards settled in Michigan a fierce animosity
against that class of their neighbors, which was
of long standing. In regard to the other British
people, the feeling was more kindly, except as to
the Indian agents and emissaries, who were never
forgiven for their share in the massacres of the
Americans.
The results of St. Clair's disastrous defeat in i 791
rendered it more difficult to treat with the Indians,
and their depredations were multiplied. It became
evident that, unless some peaceable arrangement
could be made, the American people would be
obliged to resort to effectual measures to put an
end to these scenes. The western people had
desired again and again to be allowed to take mat-
ters into their own hands. But in this troubled
period the Governor General, Lord Dorchester,
and the Lieutenant Governor, Simcoe, went
great lengths in urging on the Indians, and
both evidently believed that the time was at
hand when Great Britain would regain the whole
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194 BOR DER D I FFICULT I ES . [CHAP. V l l l .  
somewhat noted for their cruelties, took no pains  
to  conceal h i s  sen tim n ts .  The Upper  Canada 
Legislatu re establ ished permanent  cou rts in  the 
regu lar way at Detroit and Mackinaw, as posts 
of the Province. I n  r 789 ,  provision was made 
for granting lands in the Province to American 
refugees ,  and the region lying east of  the Detroit 
River and north of Lake Erie was largely 
settled by Dutch tori es from N ew York. The 
resul t  was to exci te among the Americans who 
afterwards ettled in  Michigan a fierce animosity 
against that class of the i r  neighbors, which was 
of l ong standing. In regard to the other British 
people ,  the feel ing was more kindly, except as to 
the I ndian agents and emissaries, who were never 
forgiven for  their share i n  the massacres of the 
Americans .  
The resu lts of St .  Clai r ' s  di sastrous defeat in  r 79 1 
rendered i t  more difficu l t  to treat with the I ndians, 
and the i r  depredations were mu l tipl ied.  It became 
evident that, u nless  some peaceable arrangement  
cou ld  be made, the Ame rican people ·would be 
obliged to resort to effectual measu res to put  an 
end to these scenes .  The weste rn people had 
des ired again and again to be al lowed to take mat­
ter into the ir  own hands. Bu t  in th is troubled 
period the Governor  General ,  Lord Dorchester, 
and the Lieutenan t overno�r, Simcoe, ;ven t 
great lengths i n  u rging on the I ndians, and 
both evidently believed that the time was at 
hand when Great B ritain would  regain the whole 
Chap. VIII. J WAYNE'S CAMPAIGN. 195
Indian country. Negotiations with the Indians
having failed, General Wayne began his effective
campaigns. Simcoe not only favored the sav-
ages, but built a fort in 1794 at the Maumee
Rapids, and garrisoned it with regular British
troops. Wayne arrived in the neighborhood in
August, and on the 20th defeated the Indians and
their -alHes, driving them under range of the
guns of the fort, and destroying Colonel McKee's
stores, and everything else of value up to its very
walls. The post commander took no part in the
batde, and the Indians were very much incensed at
such cold support. Wayne could not, under his
orders, attack the fort, unless assailed, and the
British officer in charge had similar orders. Gener-
al Wayne went as far as he could to induce that
gendeman to attack him, but without effect. The
Indians were, however, aided in the fight by a body
of Canadian militia, under Colonel Baby ; and Sim-
coe, McKee, Elliott and Girty were not far off. In
September these four persons held a council at
Maiden to prevent a peace, and to induce the
Indians to cede their lands to the British ; promis-
ing that the latter could then guarantee their pos-
session, and join in a general attack which would
sweep the country clean of Americans. Although
this was aided by presents, and other inducements,
the Indians were divided, and many of them com-
plained that the British had urged them on into
ruinous wars, and had not helped them.
January 29th, 1795, the tribes made a prelimin-
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CHAP. V I I I . ]  WA YN E' A i PAIGN.  1 9 5  
I ndian cou ntry. Negotiations with the Indians 
having failed, General Wayne began his effective 
campaigns. S imcoe not only favored the sav­
ages, bu t bu i l t  a fort in I 794 at the Maumee 
Rapids, and garrisoned i t  with regular Bri tish 
troops. Wayne arrived i n  the ne ighborhood i n  
August, and on the 20th defeated the I ndians and 
their · al l ies, dr iv ing them under range of the 
guns  of the fort, and destroying Colonel McKee's 
stores, and everyth ing else of valu e up  to i ts very 
wal ls .  The post commander took no part in  the 
battle, and the I ndians we re very much in censed at 
such cold su pport. Wayne could not, under his 
orders, attack the fort, un less assailed, and the 
Bri ti sh officer in charge had similar orders .  Gener­
al Vv ayne went as far as he cou ld to induce that 
gentleman to attack him, but withou t effect. The 
Ind ians were, however, aided in the fight by a body 
of Canadian m il itia, u nder Colonel Baby ; and Sim­
coe, McKee, Ell iott and Girty were not far off. In 
September these fou r  pe rson held a counc i l  at 
Malden to prevent  a peace and to i nduce the 
I ndians to cede their lands to the British ; promis­
i ng that the latte r could then guarantee thei r pos­
session, and j oin in a general attack which wou ld 
weep the cou n try clean of American s. Alth u -h 
this was aided by presents ,  and other inducement . 
the Indian were divided, and many f them m­
plained that the Bri tish had urged them on i n t  
ru inous wars, and had not helped them . 
January 2 9th, I 795 ,  the trib made a rel imin-
196 TREATY OF GREENVILLE. INDIAN GRANTS. [Chap. VIII.
ary treaty of peace at Greenville, with General
Wayne. They appointed the next June, at the
same place, for the final treaty. The conferences
lasted through July, all of the chiefs giving and
receiving full explanations, and laying the previous
hostilities to the encouragement of the British
authorities. The treaty was signed on the third of
August.
In November, 1 794, a treaty had been executed
between Mr. Jay, as American Minister, and the
British Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Lord Gren-
ville, whereby it was agreed the posts should be
given up on or before June i, 1796. News of this
reached the country in due time, and at once a last
effort was made to render it abortive. In 1783, the
Northwest Fur Company had been organized to
control the fur trade, not reached by the Hudson's
Bay Company, and the Detroit traders were all
interested in keeping the country, as far as possible,
unsettled. All of Michigan away from the Detroit
River and the Island of Mackinaw, was a wilderness,
and so was the adjacent belt of country in northern
Ohio and Indiana. Between the treaties of January
and August, grants, or pretended grants, were
obtained to Jonathan Schiefflin, Jacobus Visgar,
Richard Pattinson, Robert Innis, Alexander Henry,
John Askin Senior, John Askin Junior, Robert Mc-
Niff, William Robertson, Israel Ruland, and John
Dodemead, of various parcels of land, covering the
whole country from the Cuyahoga River westward
to about the centre line of Michigan, and northward
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Chap. VIII.] AMERICAN POSSESSION. WAYNE DIES. 197
to Saginaw Bay, including all the land that was then
supposed possibly available for settlement for ages.
The time at last came for taking possession.
The British garrison evacuated the fort some time
before the Americans arrived, and left it in very bad
condition, with the wells filled up with rubbish, and
widi other mischief to the premises.
General Wayne came with Winthrop Sargent,
the Secretary and acting Governor of the Northwest
Territory, and took possession of the fort, putting
Captain Porter in command. Mackinaw was also
garrisoned. On the first of July, 1796, Michigan,
for the first time, became an American possession.
On his return from this duty. General Wayne
started eastward, to deal with charges made against
him by General Wilkinson, who had acted a very
ungenerous part in striving to belittle the exploits
of an officer whose fame has been amply vindicated
by time, and with whom now his assailant's reputa-
tion will bear no comparison. No one ever had a
stronger hold on the administration of the western
people than Mad Anthony, and his memory has not
faded.
The brave soldier, who had escaped the perils of
many battles, was seized on his way to Erie with a
violent attack of gout which proved speedily fatal.
He was buried at Erie. Many years afterwards,
when his son disinterred the remains to remove
them to a place among his kindred, the body was
found uncorrupted and sound as if it had been
embalmed.'
I Burnet.
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CHAP. VIII . ]  AMERICAN POSSESSION. WAYNE DIES. 19 7 
to Saginaw Bay, i ncluding all the land that was then 
supposed possibly available for  settlement for ages. 
The time at last came for tak ing possession. 
The Brit ish garriso� evacuated the fort some time 
before the Americans arrived, and left i t  in very bad 
condition ,  with the wells fi lled up with rubbish, and 
with other m ischief to the premises. 
General Wayne came with Winthrop Sargent, 
the Secretary and acting Governor of the Northwest 
Territory, and took possession of the fort, putting 
Capta in  Porter i n  command. Mackinaw was also 
garrisoned. On the fi rst of J uly,  r 796, M ichigan, 
for  the first  t ime, became an  American possession . 
On  h is  retu rn from this  du ty, General Wayne 
started eastward, to deal w ith charges made against 
h im by General Wilk inson, who had acted a very 
u ngenerous part i n  striv i ng to bel i ttle the exploits 
of  an officer whose fam e has been amply vindicated 
by time, and with whom now his assailant's reputa­
t ion wi l l  bea.r no compari son .  No  one ever had a 
stronger hold on the admin istration of the western 
people than Mad Anthony, and his memory has not 
faded. 
The brave sold ier, who had escaped the peri ls  of 
many battles, was se ized on his way to Erie with a 
violent  attack of gou t  which proved speedi ly fatal .  
He was buried at Erie .  Many years afterwards, 
when his son dis interred the remains  to remove 
them to a place among his k indred, the body was 
fou nd u ncorrup�ed and sound as if  it  had been 
embalmed. 1  
1 Burnet. 
CHAPTER IX.
MICHIGAN UNDER THE NORTHWEST TERRITC^R^' AND
INDIANA.
The peninsula of Michigan was not allowed to
pass into American hands without a struggle. It
was not until two days after the time fixed by
Jay's Treaty for surrendering the western posts,
that the Legislature of Upper Canada reluctantly
passed an act to discontinue holding courts at
Detroit and Mackinaw.
In the summer of 1795, when it became cer-
tain that the execution of the Treaty of Green-
ville would remove the last obstacle to the posses-
sion of the country by the Americans, a plan was
formed by several merchants residing in Detroit
and in the Parish of Assumption in Canada across
the river, to secure the control of the Territory,
by purchasing all the land. To do this it was
thought necessary to impress upon the minds of
congressmen the" idea that no reliance could be
placed on the peaceable disposition of the Indians,
and that the Detroit merchants were the only
persons that could control them. Where such
persuasion failed to produce conviction, a gigantic
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C H A P T E R  I X . 
_ I I  H T  TA1 . l N D E R T H E  N O RTff \i\T EST TE R R I TO R Y  N D  
L 1 D I N . 
T H E  peninsu la of Michigan was not allowed to 
pass in to Am rican hands withou t a s truggle .  I t  
was not u n ti l  two days after the t ime fixed by 
Jay 's  Treaty for su rr ndering the western posts, 
that the L gislatu re of  Upper Canada reluctantly  
passed an act to  d isconti nue  hold ing cou rts at  
Detroit and Macki naw. 
In the summer of 1 795 ,  when i t  became cer­
tai n  that the execu tion of the Treaty of Green­
v i l le  wou ld  remove the last obstacle to the posses­
sion of the country by the Americans, a plan was 
formed by everal merchants res id ing in Detroi t  
and i n  the Parish of Assumption i n  Canada across 
the river, to secure the con trol of the Territory, 
by pu rchasing all the land .  To do this  it was 
thought nece sary to impress upon the m inds  of 
congressmen the · idea that no  rel iance could be 
placed on  the peaceable disposition  of the I ndians, 
and that th Detroit  merchants were the on ly 
persons that cou ld  control them.  Where such 
persuasion failed to produce conv iction ,  a gigantic 
Chap. IX.] CONSPIRACY TO REGAIN MICHIGAN. 199
system of bribery was to be used to accomplish
the desired end. A company, the known western
members of which were the two Askins, Jonathan
Schiefflin, Wilham and David Robertson, Robert
Innis and Richard Pattinson, was ororanized, with
a proposed stock of forty-one shares, of which
five were for the Detroit partners, six allotted to
Ebenezer Allen, of Vermont, and his eastern
associates, six to one Robert Randall, of Phil-
adelphia, and his associates, and the remaining
twenty-four to members of Congress, with the
understanding that they could take money instead,
if they preferred it. Ebenezer Allen and Charles
Whitney, of Vermont, and Robert Randall, of
Philadelphia, were to deal with the members.
Randall and Whitney began the task, and
approached several representatives. They desired
to obtain from Congress a grant of the whole
Lower Peninsula of Michigan, for which they
offered to pay half a million of dollars, or, if need
be, a million, and to assume the risk of getting
up the Indian title.
Among others applied to were Theodore
Sedgwick, William Smith of South Carolina, Mr.
Murray of Maryland, William B. Giles of Virginia,
and Daniel Buck of Vermont. They conferred
with the President, and by concert all avoided
exciting the suspicion of the agents, and managed
to get precise information of the w^hole extent
and details of the scheme. Mr. Sedgwick was
entrusted with the memorial, to present it to the
House.
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system of bribery was to b u sed to accompl i .  h 
th des ired end.  A company., the known west rn 
members of which were the two A. k in  J onathan 
chi ffiin, Wi l l iam and David Robe rtson ,  Rob rt 
Inn i s  and R ichard Patt inson,  was or anized, with 
a proposed stock of forty- ne shares ,  of hi h 
five were for the Detro i t  partners ,  s ix al lotted t 
Ebenezer Al len ,  of Vermont, and hi eastern 
associates ,  s ix to one Robe rt Randal l ,  of Phi l ­
adelphia, and h i  associates ,  and the remain ing 
twen ty-fou r to members of Congres. , with the 
u nderstanding that they cou ld take money instead , 
i f  they preferred i t .  Ebenezer Al len an d Charles 
Whitney, of Vermont, and Robert Randall , of 
Phi ladelphia ,  were to deal with the members .  
Randall and Whitney began the task,  and 
approached several representatives. They des i red 
to obta in from Congress a arant of the whole 
Lower Peni nsu la of  Mich igdn ,  for which they 
offered to pay half a mi l l ion of dollars ,  or, if need 
be, a m il l ion ,  and to assume the ri sk of getting 
up the I ndian t i t le .  
Among others appl ied to were Theodore 
Sedgwick, Wil l iam Smith of Sou th Carol ina, Mr. 
Mu rray of Maryland,  \i\Ti l l iam B .  G iles of i rgm1a 
and Daniel Buck of Vermont .  They conferred 
with the President, and by concert all avoided 
exci t ing the susp ic ion of the agents, and managed 
to get precise i nformation of the whole extent 
and detai ls  of the scheme.  M r. ed;wick wa 
en trusted with the memorial , to present  it to the 
Hou . 
200 RANDALL AND WHITNEY ARRESTED. TChap. IX.
On the 28th day of December, 1795, these
gentlemen, after the petition had been presented
and referred, arose in their places and divulged
the whole matter to Congress. Randall and
Whitney, who were the only ones that had
approached either of them, were arrested, and
ordered to answer for contempt. Whitney, who
does not appear to have done much, answered
fully and was finally discharged. Randall was
more pugnacious, and was punished by imprison-
ment. He claimed to have obtained pledges
from several members, who took no part in expos-
ing him. The House, with a very ill-judged
squeamishness, objected to having names of mem-
bers given, and questions calling for them were
ruled out. It is sadly to be feared that it was
not impossible, in those days, for members of
Congress to be attracted by an operation with a
certainty of great profit in it.
Of course^ after this exposure, the scheme
failed. The Indian purchases before referred to,
which would have been legalized if Congress had
made this sale, were no doubt concocted with a
view to it. That it was not designed to- keep the
country for American purposes, will appear from
the fact that, under Jay's Treaty, all the partners
residing on the American side of Detroit River
made their election in writing to remain British
subjects ; and all but Schiefflin afterwards retired
to Canada.
It is needless to speculate on the probable
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200 RANDALL A N D  WHITNEY A R R ESTED. rcHAP. 1x. 
On the 28 th day of December, I 795 , these 
gentlemen,  after the petit ion had been presented 
and referred, arose in the ir  places and d ivulged 
the whole matter to Congress. Randall and 
Whitney, who were the only ones that had 
approached either  of them, were arrested, and 
ordered to answer for con tempt. W hitney, who 
does not appear to have done much,  answered 
ful ly and was finally discharged .  Randall was 
more pugnacious, and was pun ished by imprison­
ment. He claimed to have obtained pledges 
from several members, who took no part in expos­
ing h im.  The H ouse, with a very i l l -j udged 
squeam ishness, obj ected to having names of mem­
bers given ,  and questions  cal l ing for them were 
ru led out .  I t  i s  sadly to be feared that i t  was 
not impossible, i n  those days, for members of 
Congress to be attracted by an operation with a 
certa inty of great profit i n  i t. 
Of cou rse: after thi s  exposure, the scheme 
failed. The I ndian pu rchases before referred to, 
which would have been legal ized if Congress had 
made this sale ,  were no doubt concocted with a 
view to i t. That i t  was not designed to· keep the 
cou ntry fo r American pu rposes, will appear from 
the fact that, u nder Jay's Treaty, all the partners 
residing on the American side of Detroi t  River 
made the ir  election in  writing to remain B ri ti sh 
subjects ; and all bu t  Schiefflin afterwards retired 
to Canada. 
I t  i s  needless to specu late on the probable 
Chap. IX.J BRITISH ADHERENTS. 201
results of the success of such a scheme. MIchiean
would never have become a prosperous American
State, and the whole northwest might have been
a British Province. No part of the country was
Americanized for a long time, except the country
immediately depending on Detroit and Mackinaw.
The white settlers at the Sault Ste. Marie, and
about Green Bay, remained attached to the British
interests, and raised volunteers to aid in the
capture of Mackinaw in the war of 1812. Mack-
inaw itself, as appears from the State Papers of
the United States, was infested by treasonable
inhabitants, who were never adequately dealt with
for their treachery, beyond receiving a good share
of contempt among their neighbors.
How Schiefflin withdrew from his election, or
how he became rehabilitated as an American
citizen, does not appear ; but he certainly became
one, and, not many years after, he was a judge
of common pleas in Detroit, and a useful delegate
at Chillicothe. He had large landed possessions,
and failed to make out a good title to many
more, which he claimed from Indian grants.. He
was a favorite among the Indians, and an adopted
member of some of the tribes, being styled in a
grant from the Ottawa, Chippewa and Potawa-
tamie tribes as " our adopted brother and chief
in our said Nations, by the names of Ottason
and Minawinima."'
I Ottason (with the French pronounciation Atasson,) signifies a store-
keeper or trader. Minawinima, a foul talker. This last name was that of
a chief who probably exchanged names with Schiefflin. — Vide Baraga.
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CHAI'. I X . J  BRITISH ADHERENTS. 201 
resul ts of the success of such a scheme. M ichigan 
would never have become a prosperous American 
State, and the whole northwest might have been 
a Bri tish Province .  No part of the cou n try was 
American ized for a long t ime, except the country 
immediately depending on  Detroit and Mackinaw. 
The white settlers at the Saul t  Ste. Marie ,  and 
about Green Bay, remained attached to the British 
in terests ,  and raised volun teers to aid in the 
capture of Mackinaw in the war of I 8 I 2 .  Mack­
inaw i tself, as appears from the State Papers of 
the Un i ted States, was i n fested by treasonable 
i nhabitants, who were never adequately dealt with 
for the i r  treachery, beyond receiving a good share 
of contempt among their neighbors . 
How Schiefflin withdrew from h is  election, or  
how he became rehabil i tated as  an American 
citizen ,  does not appear ; but he certainly became 
one, and, not  many years after, he was a j udge 
of common pleas i n  Detroit, and a u seful delegate 
at Chi l l ic;othe.  He had large landed possessions, 
and failed to make out  a good title to many 
more,  which he claimed from I ndian grants. . He  
was a favorite among the Indians, and an adopted 
member of some of the tribes, being s tyled i n  a 
grant from the Ottawa, Chippewa and Potawa­
tamie tribes as " our  adopted brother and chief 
in our said Nations, by the names of Ottason 
and M inawinima." 1 
1 O tt ason (with the French pronounciation Atasson , )  igni fies a store ­
keeper or trader. M inawini m a, a fo ul ta l ker. T h i s  last name was t hat of 
a chief who probably exchange d  names with Schieftlin.- Vide Baraga. 
202 SOCIAL RELATIONS. [Chap. IX.
He subsequently returned to his old home in
New York, and lived to a good old age. In
T 797 he, with Jacobus Visgar, Richard Pattinson
and Robert Innis, sold theit Indian title to the
south-eastern part of Michigan to William S.
Smith of New York City, for two hundred
thousand pounds York currency, or half a million
dollars, taking back a mortgage (never paid) for
the entire purchase money. If any further ex-
periments were made with Congress, they were
not published, and the speculation failed.
The chanore of alleg^iance made no chancre in
the social relations of most of the citizens. They
had been old associates and good neighbors, and
had no personal quarrels over it. It was generally
felt that in the main the course of the British
sympathizers was such as might fairly have been
expected from those who had felt no political
ofrievances, and it was also known that the British
Ministry, in its extreme courses, did not fairly
represent the British people, from whom the entire
heritage of American liberty had descended. The
tory .refugees from New York were not, however,
looked upon with much complacency by the
Americans ; and the new comers from the Eastern
States were not much better received by the
French, who had a vague dread of being talked
out of their farms before they knew it, by these
glib-tongued bargainers. But time, and the enforced
companionship of a little frontier town, soon
smoothed away their prejudices ; and Detroit
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202 SOC I A L  RELATIONS . [CHAP. I X . 
He subs quen tly retu rned to hi  old home in 
New York,  and l ived to a good oid age . I n  
1 79 7  he, with Jacobus Visgar, R ichard Pattinson 
and Robert I nn i s  sold thei t I ndian titl e to the 
· ou th-eastern part of M ichigan to Wil l iam S. 
Smith of New York Ci ty, for  two hundred 
thousand pounds York cu rrency, or half a mi l l ion 
dol lars ,  tak i ng back a mortgage (never paid) for 
the ent ire pu rchase money. I f  any fu rther  ex­
periments were made with Congress, they we re 
not publ i shed, an d the specu lation failed .  
The change of all egiance made no change in 
the social re lations of most of the ci t izen s . They 
had been old associates and good ne ighbors, and 
had no personal quarrels ove r it .  I t  was generally 
fe l t  that i n  the main the cou rse of the Brit ish 
sym pathize rs was such as might fairl) have been 
expected from those who had fel t  no pol i tical 
grievan ces, and it was also known that the B ri ti sh 
M i n is try, i n  i ts extreme cou rses, did not fairly 
represent the B ri ti sh people, from whom the enti re 
he ritage of American l ibe rty had descended.  The 
tory .refugees from N ew York were not, however, 
l ooked upon wi th much complacency by the 
Americans · and the new comers from the Easte rn 
States were not much better received by the 
French, who had a vagu e d read of being talked 
ou t of the i r  farms  before they knew i t, by these 
gl ib-tongued bargainers .  Bu t  time, and the enforced 
companionship of a l ittle frontier  town ,  soon 
smoothed away the i r  p rejud ices ; and Detroi t  
Chap. IX.]
LEGAL AFFAIRS. 203
was, in its early days, a place of more than usual
social harmony.
It now became evident that the policy of pre-
venting settlements had produced one very fortu-
nate result. The amount of land lawfully owned or
claimed by private persons in actual occupancy, was
so insignificant, that the change from French to
English, and from English to American rule, was
not felt in our legal relations. As there had never
been any law regularly administered, unless for a
very short time, and as, under the Quebec Act, wills
could be made according to either English or
French law, no questions were likely to arise except
as to inheritances ; and here the American law was
more like the French than the English, as it did not
devolve estates by primogeniture. It was very
common for French land-owners to make disposition
of their estates amono^ their children, which became
operative before their own decease. The ordinance
of 1787, which attached when the cession was com-
plete, produced no shock whatever ; as the English
traders had always followed the common law, which
was the basis of all proceedings under the Ordi-
nance.
As the statutes of Upper Canada had all been
passed during the usurpation, they required no
repeal ; and, although some rights had grown up
under them, they were not important legally, and
are of small consequence historically, unless, per-
haps, in relation to slavery. The Ordinance of
1787 had declared that "there shall neither be
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CHAP. IX . ]  LEGAL AFFA I R  . 203 
was, in  its early days, a place f more than u ual 
ocial harmony. 
It now became eviden t that the pol icy of  p re-
enting settlements had produced one very fortu­
nate resu lt .  The amount  of land lawfu l ly own d or 
claimed by private persons  i n  actual  occupancy, wa 
so ins ign ificant, that the change from French t 
Engli sh, and from English to American ru le ,  vas 
not felt in ou r legal relations .  As there had never  
been any law regularly administered, u nless for  a 
very short time,  and as, u nder the Quebec Act, wi l l  
cou ld be made according to either Engl ish or  
French law, no questions were l ikely to arise except 
as to inhe ri tances ; and here the American l aw was 
more l ike the French than the Engl ish, as it did not 
devolve estates by p rimogenitu r . I t  was very 
common for  French land-owners to make disposit ion 
of their  estates among their  ch ild ren,  which became 
operative before thei r own decease. The ordinance 
of r 787 ,  which attached when the cession was com­
plete, produced no shock whatever ; as the Engl i. h 
t raders had always followed the common law, which 
was the basis of al l  p roceedings under  the Ordi­
nance .  
As the statu tes of  Upper Canada had a l l  been 
passed during the u su rpation ,  they requ ired no 
repeal ; and, although some right had grown up  
u nder them, they were not importan t legally ,  and 
are of small consequ ence hi torical ly , u nles , per­
haps, i n  relation to slavery. The O rdinance of 
1 78 7 had declared that " there hall neith r b 
204 PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION. [Chap. IX.
slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said Terri-
tory, otherwise than in the punishment of crime,
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted."
Not only had slavery always existed in Canada, but,
in I 790, an Act of Parliament authorized the Gov-
ernor to grant licenses to import negroes and other
slaves into the Province. A very early Act of the
Legislature of Upper Canada prohibited further
importations, and provided for the emancipation of
all slave children thereafter born, on reaching the
age of twenty-five. An Act was also passed for
greater caution, and not from any real difficulty,
whereby all marriages solemnized theretofore by
magistrates, commanders of posts, adjutants or
surgeons, acting as chaplains, were legalized. By
the remarks of some of the advocates as well as of
the opponents of the Quebec Bill, it appears that
some doubts arose originally in regard to the legal
powers of the clergy and others in various cases,
and there were times when there were neither Pro-
testant nor Catholic ministers in some of the settle-
ments. When Father Richard arrived at Detroit, in
1798, he celebrated with the rites of the church
many marriages that had previously been performed
civilly. No other provincial legislation requires
reference.
The only provisions of Jay's Treaty, under which
litigation subsequently arose, were Article 2,
which protected all traders and others in the enjoy-
ment of all their property of every kind, and which
allowed them though resident to retain their old
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204 PROVI NCIAL LEGISLATION. [CHAI'. I X .  
slavery nor involu ntary servitude in the said Terri­
tory otherwise than in the punishme nt of crime, 
whereof the party shal l  have been duly convicted ."  
N ot on ly had lavery alway existed in  Canada, but, 
in 1 790, an Act  of Parl iament authorized the Gov-
rn r to gran t l icenses to import negroes and other 
slaves i n to the Province.  A very early Act of the 
Legislatu re of Upper  Canada prohibited fu rther 
importations, and provided for the emancipation of 
all slave children  thereafter born, on reaching the 
age of twenty-five . An Act was also passed for 
greater caution ,  and not from any real d ifficul ty, 
whereby all marriages solemnized theretofore by 
magistrates, commanders of posts, adj utants or 
su rgeons ,  acting as chaplains, were legal ized . By 
the remarks of some of the advocates as well  as of 
the opponents of  the Quebec Bil l ,  i t  appears that 
some doubts arose originally in regard to the legal 
powers of the c lergy and others in variou s  cases, 
and there were times when there were neither Pro­
testant nor Catholic min isters in some of the settle­
ments .  When Father Richard arrived at Detroit, in  
1 798 ,  he celebrated with the rites of  the chu rch 
many marriages that had previously been performed 
civil ly. No other p_rovincial legislation requ i res 
reference.  
The only provi sions of Jay's Treaty, under which 
li ti ation subsequently arose, were Article 2 ,  
which protected all traders and  others i n  the enjoy­
ment of all their property of every kind, and which 
allowed them though resident to retain thei r  old 
Chap. IX.] WAYNE COUNTY.
205
allegiance, by declaring their intention within a year
after the evacuation of the posts ; and Article 9,
which allowed existing estates to be transferred,
or to descend, without reference to alienage.
On the 1 8th of August, 1796, Winthrop Sargent,
acting Governor of the Northwest Territory, by
Letters Patent under the Great Seal, set apart the
new County of Wayne. Its boundaries extended
from the Cuyahoga River westward about to the
dividing line now existing between Indiana and
Illinois, and thence northward to the national
boundary line, including all of the subsequent
Territory of Michigan, and a portion of Ohio and
Indiana. The county seat was Detroit, which is
still the county seat of the County of Wayne,
much shrunken from those generous dimensions.
At or about the same time Governor Sargent
organized the militia, and the Court of Common
Pleas for Wayne County, which was, like the
former Canadian court of the same name, a^
court of record of extensive jurisdiction, presided
over by lay judges, who "^ were business men
chosen for their probity and mtelligence. Louis
Beaufait was first Senior Justice, and James May,
Charles Girardin, Patrick McNiff and Nathan
Williams, were early Justices. The appointments
to all judicial offices were made by the Executive.
There was one session at Detroit each year, of
the Supreme Court of the Territory. Those
judges were appointed by the President and
Senate, and, at the time of the organization of
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CHAP. IX. ]  WAYNE COUNTY . 205 
allegiance, by declaring the ir  intention within a year 
after the evacuation of the posts ; and Article 9,  
which allowed exist ing estates to be transferred, 
or to descend, wi thou t reference to alienage. 
On the I 8th of August, 1 796, \i\T inthrop Sargent , 
acting Governor of the Northwest Territo ry, by 
Letters Patent  u nder the Great Seal, set apart the 
new Cou nty of Wayne.  I ts bou ndaries extended 
from the Cuyahoga River westward abou t to the 
d ividing line now existing between I ndiana and 
I l l inois, and thence northward to the national 
boundary l ine ,  i ncluding all of the subsequent 
Terri tory of Michigan, and . a portion of Ohio and 
Indiana. The cou n ty seat was Detroit, which is 
stil l the county seat of the County of vVayne ,  
much shru nken from those generous dimensions .  
At or about the same time . Governor Sargent  
organized the mi l i tia, and  the Cou rt of  Common 
Pleas for Wayne Cou nty, which was, l ike the 
former Canadian cou rt of the same name, a 
court of record of extensive j u risdiction, presided 
over by lay j udges, who were business men 
chosen for  the ir  probity and mtel l igence .  Lou is 
Beaufait was first Senior J us tice, and Jam es May, 
Charles Girardin ,  Patrick McNiff and Nathan 
Will iams, were early J ustices . The appointments 
to all j udicial offices were made by the Execu tive. 
There was one session at Detroit each year, of 
the Supreme Cou rt of the Territory .  Those 
j udges were appointed by the President  and 
Senate, and, at the time of the organization of 
.. 
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Wayne County, were Rufus Putnam, John Cleves
Symmes, and George Turner. Putnam resigned
the same year, and was succeeded by Joseph
Gillman. Turner had left the Territory in the
spring of 1796, and resigned while absent. Return
J. Meigs was appointed to succeed him in 1798.
By the laws then in force one judge could hold
the court. Judge Symmes attended every term
that was held in Detroit, until Michigan was
separated from Ohio.
As the Ordinance of 1787 was the constitution
of the whole northwest, it demands some refer-
ence, although familiar to the readers of American
history. After the peace of 1783, it became a
serious question what to do with the lands be-
longing to the United States, and not within any
single State. All of Michigan and Wisconsin,
and parts of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, were un-
questionably treaty acquisitions ; while the re-
mainder of the Northwest Territory was claimed
by conflicting States. The Articles of Confeder-
ation did not provide for such an emergency
expressly, and the government of the confeder-
ation was not adapted for orciinary legislation,
having neither executive nor judiciary.
The States having pretensions over the country
finally made cessions of it, upon jealously drawn
conditions, not for their own benefit, but tor that
of the people of the Territory. The whole trans-
action was more in the nature of a supplementary
treaty, or convention, than of a law ; and the
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Wayne Cou nty, were Rufu Putnam, J ohn  Cleves 
Symmes, and George Tu rner. Pu tnam resigned 
the same year, and was succeeded by J oseph 
Gil lman.  Turner  had left the Territory i n  the 
spring of I 796, and resigned while absent. Return 
J .  Me igs was appoin ted to succeed him in I 798 .  
By the laws then i n  force one j udge could hold 
the court. J udge Symmes attended every term 
that was held in Detroit, u n ti l  M ichigan was 
separated from Ohio .  
As the Ordinance of I 78 7 was the consti tu tion 
of the whole northwest, i t  demands some refer­
ence, although familiar to the readers of American 
history. After the peace of I 783 ,  i t  became a 
erious question what to do with the lands be­
longing to the U nited States, and not  within �ny 
s ingle State. All of M ichigan and Wisconsin ,  
<:tnd parts of Ohio, I ndiana and I l l i nois ,  were u n­
questionably treaty acquisi tions ; while the re­
mainder of the N orthwest Territory was claimed 
by confl icting States. Th Articles of Confeder­
ation did not  p rovide for such an emergency 
expressly, and the governmen t of the confeder­
ation wa not adapted for ordinary legislation , 
having neither execu tive nor j udiciary. 
The ' tates having pretens ions over the cou n try 
finally made c s ions of it , upon j ealously drawn 
con i t 1on , not for the ir  own benefit, bu t for that 
f the p ople of the Terri tory. The whole tran -
action wa more i n  the natu re of a supplementary 
treaty, or convention ,  than of a law ; and the 
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Ordinance ot 1787, if it is regarded as a statute,
is the only instrument of that nature ever passed
by the Congress of the confederation. It was
not, however, properly a statute; for all public
statutes are subject to repeal. This instrument
was not subject to be altered in its most im-
portant provisions, although as to others it prob-
ably was liable to alteration. It is somew^hat
singular that, in adopting a large stream for the
southern boundary of the Territory, Virginia, in-
stead of making the middle thread of the Ohio
River the dividing line, retained jurisdiction over
all the stream.
This important Act of State, adopted on the
13th day of July, 1787, may most properly be
called a constitution; since it vested the whole
original legislative authority in other bodies than
Congress, and in some particulars was meant to
operate as a permanent compact between the
United States and the people of the Territory.
Its general features were as follows : It established
temporary rules of descent and succession, and for
the manner of disposing of property inter vivos
and by will. A governor was to be appointed
from time to time by Congress, for terms of three
years, but removable. A secretary was to hold
for four vears unless removed, and three judges
were to hold during good behavior. A majority
of the governor and judges were to adopt from
the States such laws as were suited to the Terri-
tory, to be in force till disapproved by Con-
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Ordinance of r 7 7 ,  i f  i t  is  regarded as a statu te , 
i s  the only i nstrument  of  that natu re ever passed 
by the Congress of the confederation .  It was 
not, however, properly a statu te ; for all publ ic  
statu tes are u·bject to repeal . This instrument 
was not subject to be al te red i n  i ts most im­
portan t provisions ,  al though as to others i t  prob­
ably was l iable to alteration . It is somewhat 
s ingular that, in adopting a large stream for the 
sou thern bou ndary of the Territory, Virgin ia, in -
tead of making the m iddle thread of the Ohio 
River the dividing l ine , retained j urisdiction over 
al l  the stream . 
Th is  important Act o f  State, adopted on the 
r 3 th day of Ju ly, r 7 8 7 , may most properly be 
cal led a con stitu tion : i nce i t  vested the ' ho le 
original legislative au !hority i n  other bodies than 
Congress, and in some particu lars was meant to 
operate as a permanent  com pact between the 
U n ited States and the people of  the Te rritory. 
I ts general featu res ;ve re as fol lows : I t  establ ished 
temporary ru l es of descent  and success ion , and for 
the manner of  disposing of property z·ntcr <- 1z°z,os 
and by wi l l .  A gove rno r  was to b appoin ted 
from time to time by Con gr s � ,  for te rms of thre 
years, bu t removable .  A sec re tary wa t hol 
for four  year u n les removed,  and th ree judge 
wer to hol d  l u r i n c r good beha ior. majori ty 
of_ the governor  and j udge were t adopt from 
the States such law as wer su ited t the Terri­
tory, to be in force ti l l d i  approve b T Con-
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gress, or altered by the future Legislature. The
Board afterwards obtained the power of alteration
and repeal. The Governor made all appointments
except judges and secretary, (who were appointed
by Congress,) and could lay out counties and
townships, and appoint magistrates and other civil
as well as military officers, at his pleasure. In
this he had the amplest prerogative. When the
popular assembly should be organized, all this was
subject to their legislative control. But Congress
retained no powers of immediate legislation for
itself.
As soon as there should be five thousand free
male inhabitants, an assembly was to be elected,
with one member for each hvG hundred free male
inhabitants, until the assembly should contain
twenty-five members, when the number was to be
fixed by them. An upper house or council, of five
members, was to be selected by Congress, from
ten persons nominated by the representatives.
Representatives were to serve two years, and coun-
cillors five. The Governor had an absolute veto,
with power to assemble, prorogue, and dissolve
the Legislature.
Six articles were declared to be articles of com-
pact between the original States and the people
and States of the Territory, to forever remain un-
alterable, unless by common consent. These were.
First, Religious toleration. Second, A declaration
or bill of rights and liberties. Third, That " reli-
gion, morality and knowledge being necessary to
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
22
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
208 ORDINANCE OF 'EIGHTY-SEV EN. [CHAP. IX. 
gress, or altered by the futu re Legislatu re . The 
Board afterwards obtained the power of alteration 
and repeal . The Governor made al l  appoin tments 
except j udges and secretary, (who were appointed 
by Congress, ) and cou ld lay ou t counties  and 
townships, and appoin t  magistrates and other civil 
as well  as m il i ta ry officers, at  his pleasu re .  I n  
thi s  h e  had the amplest prerogative. When the 
popular assembly should  be organized, al l  thi s  was 
subj ect to thei r  l egislative control .  · But  Congress 
retained no powers of immediate legislation for 
itse lf. 
As soon as there should be five thousand free 
male i nhabitants, an assembly was to be elected, 
with one member  for each five hundred free male 
i nhabitan ts, un ti l  the assembly should contain 
twenty-five members, when the number was to be 
. 
fixed by them .  An upper house or  cou nci l ,  of five 
members ,  was to be selected by Congress, from 
ten persons  nominated by the represeptatives .  
Representatives were to serve two years , and coun­
c i l lors five. The Governor had an absolu te veto, 
with power to assemble ,  prorogue, and d issolve 
the Legislatu re . 
Six articles were declared to be articles of com­
pact between the original States and the people 
and States of the Territory, to forever remain un­
al terable, un less by common consent. These were, 
Fz'rst, Religiou s toleration .  Second, A declaration 
or bil l of rights and l iberties .  Thz'rd, That " rel i ­
gion,  moral ity and knowledge being necessary to 
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good government, and the happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education shall forever
be encourao^ed." Also that the Indians should be
protected in their rights and security, and fairly
dealt with. Fourth. Perpetual union, and proper
contribution to the general burdens ; immunity
from taxation, and respect for United vStates lands
and titles ; equality of taxes for non-residents ; and
free use of ways and waters for citizens of other
States. Fifth, That not less than three, nor more
than five, States should be formed ; — if three, to
be divided by north and south lines from points
named ; if four or ^vo., they were to be divided by
the same lines running north and up to an east
and west line through the extreme south point of
Lake Michigan ; and all north of that line was to
form one or two States, as Congress should de-
termine. Each State had assured to it a right to
be admitted into the Union, as soon as it should
contain sixty thousand free inhabitants. Sixth,
That neither slavery nor involuntary servitude
should be allowed except in punishment of crime ;
but fugitives from labor should be subject to
reclamation.
When the Constitution of the United ^States
came into complete operation, in 1 789, one of
the first acts of Congress adapted the ordinance
to it, by transferring to the President and Senate
the powers of a purely executive nature which
had before been vested in Congress. The only
other change made the Secretary acting Governor,
14
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CHAP. I X . ]  O R D I NANC E OF ' E I GHTY -SEVEN . 209 
good government, and the happiness of mankind,  
schools and the means of education shall forever 
be encouraged ."  Also that the Indians shou ld be 
protected in thei r rights and securi ty, and fai rly 
dealt with. Fourth Perpetual un ion ,  and proper 
contribution to the general bu rdens ; immu nity 
from taxation , and respect for  Un ited States lands 
and titles · equality of taxes for  non-residen ts ; and 
free use of ways and waters for citizens  of other 
States.  Fifth, That not less  than three, nor  more 
than five, States shou ld be formed ; - if th ree, to 
be divided by no rth and south l ines from points 
nam ed ; if four or five,  they were to be divided by 
the same l ines run ning north and up  to an east 
and west l ine th rough the extreme sou th poi n t  of 
Lake Mich igan · and al l north of that l ine was to 
form one or two States, as Congress should de­
te rmine .  Each State had assu red to i t  a righ t to 
be admitted in to the Un ion ,  as soon as it should 
contain sixt) thousand free i nhabitants .  S£xtlz, 
That neither slavery nor involun tary servi tude 
should be all owed except in pun ishment of crime ; 
but fugitives from labor should be su bject  to 
reclamation . 
When the Consti tu tion of the U n ited States 
came into complete operation , in r 789 ,  one of  
the first acts of Congress adapted the ordi nance 
to i t, by transferring to the Presiden t  and Senate 
the powe rs of a pu rely execu tive natu re which 
had before been  v c  ted in Congres . The onl) 
other change made the ecretary acting Gove rnor, 
14 
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during the Governor's absence, removal or
resignation.
One term of the Supreme Court was held
each year at Detroit ; and Judge Burnet informs
us that from 1796 until 1803, when the separa-
tion took place, neither he, Judge Symmes, nor
Mr. St. Clair, (who was the Governor's son and
attorney general) ever missed a term. He gives
a lively account of the difficulties and hardships,
as well as amusing incidents, attending the long
horseback rides from Cincinnati to Detroit, and
to the other counties. Among other things, he
describes a curious orame of foot ball at the Au
Glaize village, where the Shawnee Blue Jacket,
and Buckongahelas, the old Delaware chief, resided,
between men and women, in which, by the
prowess of a gigantic squaw, the game was decided
for the women. On their return several weeks
after, they found Blue Jacket had obtained a large
quantity of whiskey, and the people were all
drunk. He tells with much humor how a very
ancient squaw insisted on preferring Mr. St.
Clair above the rest, whom she scornfully char-
acterised as " milish," not to be compared to the
'' big man — Governor's son" whom she honored
with a profusion of drunken motherly kisses.
Judge Burnet, (who in this regard speaks from
his own observation, and is confirmed by his
contemporaries,) expresses himself very strongly
upon the wrongs done the Indians, in not pro-
tecting them from the vices of the whites, until
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2 1 0  I N DIAN R ES P ECT FOR DIGN I T I E  . (CHAP. l X. 
du ring the Go e rnor 's  abse nce,  removal or  
resignation .  
n e  term o f  the S u p re m e  Cou rt was held 
each year a t  D e t roit ; a n d  J udge B u rnet  i n forms 
us that from r 796  u n ti l  r 803,  when the separa­
tion took place n e i th e r  he ,  J u dge Sym mes,  n o r  
M r. S t .  C lai r, (who wa the Gov e rn o r' s s o n  a n d  
atto rn e y  ge n e ral ) eve r m i ssed a te r m .  H e  giv es 
a l ively accou n t  o f  the d ifficul ti e s  and hardships,  
a wel l  as amu s i n g  i nc idents ,  atte n d i ng the long 
ho rseback r ides from C i n ci n nat i  to Detroit, and 
to the other cou n ties .  Among oth e r  things, he 
describes a cu rio u s  gam e  o f  foot bal l  a t  the Au 
Glaize v i l lage, w h e re the Shaw n e e  B l u e  J acket, 
and Bu ckongahelas,  the old D e laware chief, resided,  
betwe e n  men and wom e n ,  1n which ,  by the 
p rowess of  a giga n tic squaw, the gam e  was decided 
for the wom e n .  O n  the i r  retur n  several weeks 
afte r, they found Blu e  J acket  had obtained a l a rge 
quan tity of  whiskey, and the people w e re a l l  
d ru nk .  H e  tel ls  w ith m u ch h u m o r  how a v e ry 
ancien t  squaw ins isted o n  p re fe rr ing M r. St .  
Clair  abov e  the rest, w horn she scornfu lly char­
acterised as " mi l ish/ ' not  to be compared to the 
' ' big man - Governor 's  son" whom she h o n o red 
with a p rofus ion of d ru n ke n  moth e rly k isses .  
J u dge B u rn e t, (who i n  th is  regard peaks from 
his  wn observation ,  and is con firmed by h i s  
con temporaries , )  exp resses h imself  v e ry strongly 
u pon the w ro n  d o n e  the I nd ia n  i n  n o t  p ro­
tecting the m from the vices of  the wh i tes, u nti l  
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.they could have become settled down in peaceful
industry. He says distinctly that until 1 795, after
the Treaty of Greenville, they were dignified and
independent in their intercourse with • the whites,
and received as equals, and that they were in no
respect an inferior race . by nature, and were as
capable of improvement as any people. History
shows that, for a couple of centuries after the
first settlement in Canada, the Indian tribes were
in several instances the only farmers in the
country, and supplied the whites. In Michigan,
Ohio and Indiana, their villages were neat, and
their lands well laid out and well tilled. Those
who have attended Indian councils can bear w^it-
ness to the keenness of their intellects, and the
w^onderful accuracy of their memories ; and such
of them as have received an education are as
well advanced by their training as any people.
If white men were compelled to live as nomads,
and hold no lands as private homesteads, all the
resources of education and civilization would be
equally thrown away upon them. The cold blooded
policy which has first demoralized the Indians,
and then refused to help them because they were
demoralized, is a disgrace to humanity.
The establishment of a regular course of justice
opened a wide field of litigation, and for several
years the court business at Detroit w^as large and
lucrative. The British and other travellers who
visited the country in 1 796, and shorth' there-
after, expressed their surprise at the number and
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CHAP. I X . ]  r-'...._DIAN CHARACT ER .  2 1 1  
they cou l d  have becom settl ed d o w n  m peace fu l  
indu stry .  H e  say dist inct ly  that u n ti l  r 7 9 5 ,  afte r  
the Treaty of  G reenv i l le ,  t h  y w e re dign ifi d and 
i ndepen d e n t  in  the i r  i n te rcou rse with · the whit  
and received as equals ,  and that they we re in no 
respect  an i n fe ri o r  race . by natu re, and were as  
capable o f  improve m e n t  a any people .  H i sto r) 
shows that, for a cou p l e  of  c e n tu ries  afte r th e 
fi rs t  settl e m e n t  in  Canada the I n dian tribe. were 
i n  seve ral  in stan ces the only fa r m e rs m the 
cou n try, and s u ppl ied the whites.  In M ichiga n ,  
Ohio  and I n d iana,  the i r  v i l lages we re neat,  and 
the i r  lands  Vi. ell  la id  o u t  and wel l  t i l led .  Those 
who have atte nded I ndian cou n ci l s  can bea r w i t­
ness to the k e e n n e ss of the i r  i n te l le cts ,  and the 
wonde rfu l accu racy of the i r  m e m o ries ; and such 
of  the m as hav e received an education a re a 
wel l  advan ced b) the i r  tra i n i n g  as a n y  people .  
I f  white men were compel led to  l ive as  n omads, 
and hold n o  l a n d s  as  p ri ate homesteads a l l  the 
resou rces of  educat ion and c iv i l izat ion wou ld be 
equal ly  th ro w n  away u po n  the m .  The cold bl ooded 
pol icy which has fi r  't demoral ized th e I ndian � ,  
and then refu sed to help them becau e they were 
demoral ized i s  a d i sgrace to h u m a n i ty. 
The establ i shmen t of  a r � u la r  cou r ·e  o f  j u s  t ic . 
opened a wide field of  l i t ig-ation , and fo r s e ra l  
years t h  co u rt b u  i n  ss at  D e tro i t  \ as l a r? and 
l u c rat ive .  The B ri tish an l th r t raY e l l  r \\  b 
v is i ted the cou n try in  r 7 9 6, and ho rtly the r  -
afte r, exp re d th i r  . u rp ri at the n u m  r and 
212 SOCIAL LIFE AT DETROIT. [Chaf. IX.
wealth of the merchants, and the extent of their
business, and stated that all kinds of articles were
nearly as cheap in Detroit as in Xew York and
Philadelphia. The people were gay and pros-
perous, and indulged as freely in the pomps and
vanities of dress and amusements as their contem-
poraries in the elegant circles of the east. The
truthtelling- inventories of the estates of the in-
habitants who had done with the world, include
plate and silks, and all manner of luxuries, as
well as the '* litres de noblesse'^ which had ceased
to be important among the new fledged republi-
cans. On the 4th of June, 1800. during the term
of court at Detroit the court and bar, and all the
officers who could be spared of the vwo regiments
quartered at the fort, with a host of citizens, were
invited to Sandwich to a banquet and ball in
honor of the King's birthday : and a company of
betvs'een four and live hundred, from both sides
of the river, enjoyed a pleasant and courteous
intercourse. The next day, the court and bar.
with others, were taken on a Government vessel
to Fort Maiden, (then not completed,) and after
hospitable treatment proceeded across the lake.
The macrnates of the fur trade had not lost their
Scottish habits of conviviality' : and ludo^e Burnet's
stories of Angus Mackintosh's liberal feasting and
wassailing remind one of Scott's pictures of the
same period in the land of their origin.
I Many Canadian gentlemen received letters of nobility for services in
war and discovery. In making up the inventories ofestates it was customary
to include all pap>ers and titles. Such an item occurs in the inventory of
Fontenay Dequindre, and probably in many more.
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Chap. IX.] DETROIT DESCRIBED. 213
As there are not many printed descriptions
of Detroit belonging to the period of the first
American occupation, some extracts from the
Letters of Isaac Weld/ an Irish gentieman of
subsequent literar\' prominence, who \*isited this
region in the autumn of 1 796. may be worth
copying.
** The houses in this part of the countn.' are
all built in a similar st\'le to those in Lower
Canada : the lands are laid out and cultivated
also similarly to those in the lower province : the
manners and persons of the inhabitants are the
same. French is the predominant language, and
the traveller may fancy for a moment if he
pleases, that he has been wafted by enchantment
back a^ain into the neicrhborhood of Montreal or
Three Rivers. All the principal posts throughout
the western countr\\ aloncr the lakes, the Ohio,
the Illinois, etc.. were established by the French :
but except at Detroit and in the neighborhood,
and in the Illinois country-, the French setders
have become so blended with the greater number
who spoke English, that their language has ever\*-
where died away.
" Detroit contains about three hundred houses,
and is the largest town in the western countr}-.
It stands contiguous to the river, on the top of
I Mr. Weld spent parts of the years 1795, 1796 and 1797 in America,
and much of his time was passed in the United States. He was a good
observer, though very bitterly prejudiced. Mr Ticknor met him in Ireland
many years afterward, and he then assured Mr. T. that his views had
become changed. — i Tickxor's Bu^a^kyy /. 424.
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214 DETROIT. [Chap. IX.
the banks which are here about twenty feet high.
At the bottom of them there are very extensive
wharfs for the accommodation of the shipping,
built of wood, similar to those in the Atlantic
sea-ports. The town consists of several streets
that run parallel to the river, which are inter-
sected by others at right angles. They are all
very narrow, and not being paved, dirty in the
extreme whenever it happens to rain ; for the
accommodation of passengers, however, there are
footways in most of them, formed of square logs,
laid transversely close to each other. The town
is surrounded by a strong stockade, through which
there are four gates ; two of them open to the
wharfs, and the two others to the north and
south' side of the town respectively. The gates
are defended by strong block-houses, and on the
west [north] side of the town is a small fort in
form of a square, with bastions at the angles.
At each of the corners of this fort is planted a
small field-piece, and these constitute the whole of
the ordnance at present in the place. The British
kept a considerable train of artillery here, but
the place was never capable of holding out for
any length of time against a regular force ; the
fortifications, indeed, were constructed chiefly as a
defence against the Indians."'' P. 351.
1 Mr. Weld, like most strangers, mistook the points of the compass,
by failing to notice the bend at the town, which fronts southward and
not eastward. The gates were at the east and west ends.
2 In this'the writer is in error. Major Lernoult constructed this fort
during the American Revolution, to defend the place against the Americans.
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21 4 bETROtT. [ClIAr. I X .  
the banks which a re h e re abou t twen ty feet  high.  
At the bottom of  the m  there are very exte n sive 
wha rfs for the accomm odati o n  of the sh ipping, 
bu i l t  of  wood, i mi la r to th ose i n  the A tlan tic 
ea-po rts.  The town con s ists of seve ral  s treets 
that ru n paral lel  to the rive r, which a re i n te r­
sected by oth e rs at  righ t angles .  They a re all  
v e ry narrow, and not be i n, paved ,  d i rty in the 
extreme whe nev e r  it  happens to rai n  ; fo r  the 
accom m odat i o n  of  passe nge rs ,  however, the re a re 
footways i n  most  of the m ,  fo rm ed of  s q u a re logs, 
laid t ransve rsely c lose to each o the r. The town 
i s  s u rrou nded by a strong stockade ,  th rough which 
the re are fo u r gates ; two of them open to the 
wha rfs, and the two oth e rs to the n orth and 
ou th1 s ide  of  the tow n respec tively. The gates . 
a re d e fen ded by s t rong block-hou ses ,  and on the 
west  [nor th J s ide of  the town is  a small  fort in  
fo rm of  a squ are ,  with bastions at  the angl e s .  
A t  each of t h e  c o r n e rs of  this fo rt i s  pla n ted a 
smal l  fie ld-p iece,  and these consti tu te the whole of  
the  o rdnance at  p re s e n t  in  the place.  The B ri ti sh  
kep t a cons iderable tra i n  of  arti l le ry h e re ,  bu t 
the place was n ever  capable of  holding ou t fo r  
a n y  le ngth o f  t ime aga i n s t  a regu l a r  fo rce ; the 
fo rt ificat ions ,  indeed ,  we re constru cted chiefly  as a 
defence aga i n st the l n dian s . "2 P. 3 5  r .  
1 M r.  \V e l d ,  l i ke most  strangers, mi t o o k  t h e  points of t h e  compass, 
l )y fai l i ng to not ice t h e  l end at t h e  town,  w h i ch front. outhward and 
not e ast \\'a rd.  T h e  gates w ere at the east and we t ends.  
2 J n  thi  ' t h wri ter j �  in error. '.\f ajor Lern o u l t  constru cted this fort 
d ur i ng t h e  A m eri can lZevo l u t i o n ,  to defend t h e  pl ace again t t h e  A m er icans. 
Chap. IX.] DETROIT. 215
" About two-thirds of the inhabitants of Detroit
are of French extraction, and the greater part of
the inhabitants of the settlements on the river,
both above and below the town, are of the same
description. The former are mostly engaged in
trade, and they all appear to be much on an
equality. Detroit is a place of very considerable
trade ; there are no less than twelve trading
vessels belonging to it, brigs, sloops and schooners,
of from fifty to one hundred tons burthen each."
" The stores and shops in the town are well
furnished, and you may buy fine cloth, linen, etc.,
and every article of wearing apparel, as good in
their kind, and nearly on as reasonable terms, as
you can purchase them at New York or
Philadelphia.
" The inhabitants are well supplied with pro-
visions of every description ; the fish in particular,
caught in the river and neighboring lakes, are of
a very superior quality. The fish held in most
estimation is a sort of large trout, called the
Michillimakinac white fish, from its being caught
mostly in the straits of that name." P. 352.
" The country round Detroit is uncommonly flat,
and in none of the rivers is there a fall suf^cient
to turn even a orist mill. The current of Detroit
River itself is stronger than that of any others,
and a floating iPiill was once invented by a
Frenchman, which was chained in the middle of
that river, where it was thoucrht the stream would
be sufficiently swift to turn the water-wheel ; the
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CHAP. I X . ]  DETROIT. 2 1 5  
" Abou t  two-thi rd s  o f  the i nhabi ta n ts o f  e troi t  
are o f  F re nch extraction ,  a n d  the greate r part o f  
the inhabita n ts of  the s e ttl e m e n ts on the ri e r  
both above a n d  below the tow n ,  a re o f  the sam e 
descr ipti o n .  The form e r  a re mostl y  engaged i n  
trade,  and they a l l  appear t o  b e  m u ch o n  an 
equ al i t) . Detro i t  is a p lace of e ry considerabl e 
t rade ; the re a re no l ess than twelve trad i n  
vessels belonging to i t, b rigs, s loops and choo n e r  
of  from fi fty t o  o n e  hu nd red to n s  bu rth e n  each . 
" The sto res and shops i n  the town a re wel l  
fu rn i shed, and y o u  m ay buy fi n e  cloth ,  l i nen ,  e tc . ,  
and every a rt ic le o f  wearing apparel ,  a s  good 1 n  
the i r  k ind, and n e a rl y  o n  a s  reasonable te rms,  as 
· you can pu rchase them at N ew York or 
Philadelphia.  
" The i n habitants a re wel l s u p pl ied with p ro­
v1s 1ons o f  every description ; the fish i n  particu lar, 
caught in the r ive r  and n e ighboring lakes are of 
a very su p e ri o r  qual i ty .  The fish held i n  most  
e stimation is  a sort  of  l a rge trou t, cal led the 
M ichi l l i m ak i n ac w h i te fish,  from i ts being caught 
mostl y  in the s t raits  of  that  name . "  P. 3 5 2 .  
" The cou n t ry rou n d  D e t ro i t  i u n commonly flat, 
and i n  none o f  the ri'  ers is  there a fall  u fficien t 
to tu rn  even a -ri s t  m il l .  The cu rre n t  of  Detro i t  
Rive r i tse lf  is t ro nge r than that of  any othe r ,) 
and a floating m i l l  was o nce invented by a 
Fre n chman , which wa chai ne i n  the mid 1 o f  
that r ive r, whe re i t  wa tho u o-ht the s t ream -v otd 
be s u ffi ciently  swift to tu rn th wate r-wh el  ; th 
216 MILLS. [Chap. IX.
building of it was attended with considerable
expense to the inhabitants, but after it was
finished it by no means answered their expect-
ations. They grind their corn at present by wind
mills, which I do not remember to have seen in
any other part of North America." P. 354.
The author was mistaken concerning the
absence of water power. There is a consider-
able though gradual rise from the Detroit River
northward, and the water is distributed from a
reservoir upon high ground within the city so as
to reach the upper stories of high buildings.
Within living memory, there were streams within
the present limits of the city on which water-mills
once existed. Campau's mill has been referred
to already. A mill also stood on the Cass Farm,
upon the River Savoyard. Two mills were driven
by the waters of Bloody Run, one near the
" Pontiac Tree," where the stream crossed what
is now Jefferson Avenue, and one near the Fort
Gratiot Road. Mr. Tremble also had a water
mill on Tremble's (now Connor's) Creek, at or
near the starting point of the Moravian Road.
The wind mills, which have now mostly dis-
appeared, were once seen on every headland and
point and their white sails revolving in the wind
presented a pleasant spectacle on a fair summer
day. They were all built alike, in circular form,
with a broad sloping stone foundation and up-
right wooden body, surmounted by a conical roof,
which was turned by a long timber sweep, so as
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216  M I LLS . LCHAP. IX.  
bu ilding of i t  was attended with con siderable 
expense to the i nhabitants, bu t after it was 
fin ished it by no means answered the ir  expect­
ations .  They grind  thei r  corn at p resen t  by wind 
m il ls ,  which I do not remember to have seen m 
any other part of North Ameri ca . "  P.  3 5 4. 
The au thor was mistaken concern i ng the 
absence of wate r power. There is a consider­
able though gradual ri se from the Detroit  River 
northward, and the water is d istributed from a 
reservoir  u pon h igh ground  with in  the c i ty so as 
to reach the u pper  stories of high bui ld ings.  
With i n  l iv ing memory, there were streams with in  
the p resen t  l im i ts of the c i ty on  which water-m ills 
o nce exi sted. Campau ' s  m il l  has been referred 
to al ready. A mill also stood on the Cass Farm, 
u pon the River Savoyard . Two mi l ls were driven 
by the waters of  Bloody Run ,  one near the 
" Pontiac Tree, " where the stream crossed what 
is  now Jefferson Avenue , and one near the Fort 
Gratiot Road . M r. Tremble also had a water 
mil l  on  Tremble 's  (now Connor's) Creek, at  or  
near the starting poi n t  of the Moravian Road . 
The wind m il l s, which have now mostly dis­
appeared , were once seen on  every headland and 
poin t  and their  white sails revolving in the wind 
presen ted a pleasant spectacle on a fair summer 
day. They were all bu i l t  al ike, i n  c i rcular form, 
with a broad slop ing stone fou ndation and up­
right wooden body, su rmou n ted by a con ical roof, 
which was tu rned by a long timber sweep, so as 
Chap. IX.] MARIETTA COLONISTS. 217
to bring the sails into position. One of these
wind mills, on the American side opposite Sand-
wich or Montreal Point, (on the Gobaie Farm,
since known as the Knaggs, and Bela Hubbard
Farm) had the reputation of being haunted, but
the legend has escaped the antiquarian, and is
now lost.
The town of Marietta, Ohio, was founded in
1 789 by a colony from New England, embracing
some of the ablest men that came to the West ;
and the pattern they set, of caring for schools and
churches in the very beginning of their undertak-
ing, was of infinite service in shaping the future of
the Territory. Most of them had seen honorable
service, and borne rank in the Revolutionary Army,
and they were men of culture and refinement, as
well as good sense and energy. In after days
Michigan received many valuable citizens from
that colony. The first new settler in Detroit after
the occupation was from that place. Solomon
Sibley arrived in 1797. He was then a promi-
nent lawyer, and, as the first member in time, was
also during his professional career second to no
one in character or ability. After filling other pub-
lic stations, he became one of the Judges of the
Supreme Court, and so remained until he felt com-
pelled to retire in old age from deafness. He was
one of those men of sturdy honesty and native
sagacity, whose learning and judgment are never
obscured by egotism or warped by eccentricity,
and who by manly frankness and solid wisdom
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CHAP. IX.]  MARIETTA COLONISTS. 217 
to  bring the sails in to position . One of  these 
wind m il ls, on the American side opposite Sand­
wich or Montreal Poin t, (on the Gobaie Farm, 
s ince known as the Knaggs, and Bela H ubbard 
Farm) had the reputation of being haunted, but 
the legend has escaped the antiquarian, and 1s 
now lost. 
The town of Marietta, Ohio, was founded in  
I 789 by  a colony from New England, embracing 
some of the ablest men that came to the West  ; 
and the pattern they set, of caring for schools and 
chu rches in the very beginning of their u ndertak­
ing, was of infit 1 i te service in shaping the futu re of 
the Terri tory. Most of them had seen honorable 
service, and borne rank in the Revolut ionary Army, 
and they were men of cu l tu re and refinement, as 
well as good sense and energy. In after days 
Michigan received many valuable citizens from 
that colony. The firs t  new settler in Detroit  after 
the occupation was from that place. Solomon 
Sibley arrived in r 797 .  He was then a promi­
nent lawyer, and, as the first member in t ime, was 
also during his professional career second to no 
one in character or  abi l i ty .  After fil l ing other pub­
l ic stations ,  he became one of the Judges of the 
Supreme Cou rt, and so remained un ti l  he fel t  com­
pelled to retire in  old age from deafness. He was 
one of those men of stu rdy honesty and native 
sagacity, whose learni ng and judgment are never 
obscu red by egotism or warped by eccentricity, 
and who by manly frankness and solid wisdom 
218 GENERAL CASS. [Chap. IX.
are the best guides and safest reliance of young
commonwealths. Those distinguished pioneers
found it easy to adapt themselves to the ways of
the wilderness, and the trainincr of the schools did
not unfit them for the work of the settler. When,
three or four years later, Judge Sibley brought
home from Marietta his young bride (a daughter
of Colonel Ebenezer Sproat, and granddaughter of
Commodore Whipple, both of Revolutionary repu-
tation,), they halted their horses one evening at
the hospitable home of Major Jonathan Cass, where
Lewis Cass, then fresh from Dartmouth, was pound-
ing samp in a hollow stump. This was the first
meeting of two gentlemen who were destined to
be friends and coadjutors through many years of
stirring events, and both of them lived to see the
Northwest Territory transmuted into populous and
prosperous States.
The early days of all communities are full of
amusing occurrences. Where newspapers are not
in circulation, and there are no frequent comings
and orointrs of travellers, each town and hamlet
furnishes its own comedies and dramas, and every
one feels bound to contribute what he can to en-
liven it. The Bar is somewhat noted for its prone-
ness to such mischief, and the young barristers,
who found plenty of leisure in the intervals of
Court, did their full share. The distino^wished elders
of the Common Pleas were on one occasion, re-
corded in their journal, led into furnishing their
quota. They held their sessions in the ball-room
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2 1 8  GENERAL CAS ' . fCHAP. I X .  
a re the best  gu ides  and safi  st  rel iance of  you ng 
com m o n weal th s .  Those d ist ingu i shed p i o n e e rs 
fo u n d  i t  asy to adapt th em selve to the ways of  
the  wi lde rn e s,  a n d  the t ra i n i ng of the schools  d i d  
not  u nfi t  th e m  for t h e  w o rk of t h e  s e ttl e r. W h e n  
th ree o r  fou r years later, J u dge S ibley brought 
hom e from M a rie tta his  you n g  bride (a  daughte r 
of Colonel  Ebe n ez e r  Sproat, a n d  g randdaugh te r  of 
Com m odo re W h i p pl e ,  both o f  Revolu ti o n a ry repu ­
tation , ) , they halted the i r  horses o n e  eve n i ng a t  
t h e  hospitable home of M aj or J onathan Cass,  whe re 
Lewis Cass,  then fresh from Dartmou th ,  was pou nd­
ing sam p  in  a hollow stu m p .  This  was the fi rs t  
meet ing of two ge n tl e m e n  w h o  we re dest ined to 
be friends and coadj u to rs through m a ny years of  
st i rr i ng events ,  and both o f  them l ived to see the 
N o rthwest Terri tory t ra n sm u ted i n to popu l o u s and 
p rosperou s States .  
The early days o f  al l com m u n it ies  a re fu l l  of  
amu sin g occu rrences .  W h e re newspape rs a re n o t  
i n  c i rcu lat io n ,  a n d  the re a re no frequ e n t  com ings 
and goi ngs of  travel l e rs,  each town and ham l e t  
fu rn ishes i ts own com edies  and d ramas,  and eve ry 
one feels  bou nd to con t ribu te what h e  can to en­
l iven i t. The B a r  i s  som ewh at n oted fo r  i ts  p rone­
n e s  to  u ch m i sch ief, and the you ng bar riste rs,  
who fo u n d  p l e n ty of  le isu re in the i n te rvals of  
Cou rt, d id the i r  fu l l  share .  The di  ti ngH ished e lders 
of the o m m o n  Pleas we r on one occasion ,  re­
corded Fn thei r j ou rnal ,  led i n to fu rn i sh i ng the i r  
q u ota. Th y h el d  the i r  s e  s io n s  i n  the bal l - room 
Chap. IX. J ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES. 219
of Mr. Dodemead, who kept a noted tavern near
the present Michigan Exchange. His bar-room
having proved tempting to the soldiers, Colonel
Strong, the Commander, placed a sentry at the
door to keep them out. Colonel Elijah Brush, the
Public Attorney, noticing this .on his way up stairs,
proceeded to startle the Court by suggesting to
their Honors a doubt whether, as being under
military duress, their proceedings might not be in-
valid. The Court, after due consideration, refer-
red the matter to the wao-o-ish counsel to be
reported upon. In due time he made his report,
so skilfully drawn as to leave the main question
in hopeless obscurity. The commanding officer,
however, removed his sentinel, and the civil au-
thority regained its liberty.
In 1 798, the Territory had acquired the num-
ber of inhabitants which entitled it to a General
Assembly, and three members were allotted to
Wayne County. The elections were then held
viva voce, and not by ballot. Solomon Sibley, Jacob
Visger, and Charles F. Chabert de Joncaire (the
Chevalier de Joncaire before mentioned), were
chosen Representatives. The Legislature was sum-
moned to meet at Cincinnati, on the 4th of Feb-
ruary, 1 799. The first Council consisted ot James
Findla}^ (afterwards Colonel during the war of
181 2, and with the army at Detroit,) Judge Jacob
Burnet, of Cincinnati ; Henry Vanderburgh, (after-
wards a Judge of Indiana Territory) ; David Vance
and Robert Oliver, (a Colonel of the Revolution.)
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CHAP. I X . J  ELECT ION OF R E P R E  ENTATIVES. 219 
of M r. Dodemead, w h o  k e p t  a noted tave rn near  
the  p rese n t  M ichigan Exchange . H is bar- room 
hayi ng p roved tem p ti ng to the soldie rs, Colon el 
Stro ng, the Com m a n d e r, p laced a sen try at the 
door to keep them ou t .  Colonel  El ij ah B ru sh ,  the 
Pu bl ic  A ttorney, not ic ing this .on  h i  way u p  s tai r , 
p roceeded to s tartl e  the Cou rt by suggesting to 
the i r  H on o rs a doubt  whe th e r, as being u n d e r  
m il i ta ry du ress ,  the i r  p roceedings m ight n o t  b e  i n ­
' al i d .  The Cou rt, a fte r d u e  con s i d e ration ,  refe r­
red the matte r to the waggish cou n sel  to be 
repo rted u po n .  In d u e  t im e  he made h i s  repo rt, 
so sk i lfu l ly d rawn as to l eave the main  qu estion 
in hopeless obscu ri ty.  The com manding offic e r, 
howeve r, removed h is  s e n ti n e l ,  and the c iv i l  au­
thori ty regained i ts  l ibe rty.  
I n  1 7 98 ,  the Te rrito ry had acqui red the n u m ­
b e r  of  i n habi ta n ts which e ntit led i t  t o  a General 
Assembl y, an d thre� m e m b e rs ' e re al lotted to 
Wayn e Cou n ty .  The e lections  w e re then held 
viva voce, a n d  n o t  by ballot .  Solom o n  S ibley, J acob 
Visge r, and Charl e s  F. Chabert  de J o n caire (the 
Cheval i e r  de J o n ca i re before m e n tioned) , w e re 
chosen R e p resentatives.  The Legislatu re was su m ­
m on ed to m e e t  a t  C in c i n n ati ,  o n  the 4th o f  Feb­
ruary,  r 7 9 9 .  The fi rs t  Cou n ci l  cons isted of Jam es 
F i ndlay (afte rwards Colonel du ring the v\ ar  of 
r 8 r 2 ,  and with the a rm y  at D etroit ) J u dge Ja cob 
B u r n e t, of C i n c i n nat i  · H e n ry \ anderbu rgh, after­
,, ards a J u dge o f  I nd iana Te rri tory) ; Da id  \ ance 
a n d  Robert Ol ive r, (a Colon e l  o f  the R evolu tion . )  
220 TERRITORIAL LAWS. [Chap. IX.
General William Henry Harrison was chosen
Delegate to Congress.
The previous Territorial Code adopted by the
Governor and Judges was found very imperfect,
and the Legislature had much woik to do in sup-
plying its defects, especially in regard to that large
class of cases Involving remedies not found in
common law proceedings, and usually granted in
equity. The courts had not been granted equity
powers. The delegate was instructed to obtain
for the Territory the title to the sixteenth section
of lands in each township, and the entire township
of land, which had been promised by the Govern-
ment In aid of schools and colleges. The Legis-
lature also passed laws for the protection of the
Indians, and especially to prevent the sale of ard-
ent spirits. There was a strong feeling against
the extent of the Governor's veto power, as well
as his assumed power to control the entire di-
vision and erection of towns and counties ; and
Congress was petitioned to restrict them. Gover-
nor St. Clair was very much inclined to use the
veto power, and did it so freely that legisla-
tion was almost suspended, and the organization
of the State became desirable to avoid further
trouble.
The munificent scheme of devoting a certain
proportion of the public lands to education,
was devised in the earliest days of the Re-
public. In 1785, the sixteenth section in each
township of six miles square was first pledged to
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220 TERRITORIAL LAWS. [CHAP. J X. 
General Wil l iam Henry H arrison was chosen 
Delegate to Congress. 
The previous Territorial Code adopted by the 
Gov ernor and J udges was found very imperfect, 
and the Legislatu re had much wor k to do in  sup­
plying i ts defects ,  especially in  regard to that large 
class of cases involving remedies not  found in  
common law proceedings, and u sually granted in  
equ i ty. The cou rts had not been granted equi ty 
powers. The delegate was instructed to obtain 
for the Terri tory the t i tle to the sixteenth section 
of lands in each township, and the entire township 
of land, which had been promised by the Govern ­
ment  in  aid of  schools and colleges. The Legis­
latu re also passed laws for the protection of the 
I ndians, and especially to p revent  the sale of ard­
ent sp1n ts .  There was a strong feel ing against 
the exten t  of the Governor 's veto power, as well 
as his assumed power to c?n trol the entire di­
vision and erection of towns and coun ties ; and 
Congress was petit ioned to res trict them.  Gover­
nor St. Clair was very much incl ined to use the 
veto power, and did it so freely that legisla­
tion was almost suspended, and the organ ization 
of the State became desi rable to avoid fu rther  
trouble. 
The mun ificen t  scheme of devoting a certain 
proportion of the publ ic  lands to education, 
was devised in  the earl iest days of the Re­
publ ic .  In 1 7 8 5 ,  the sixteenth sect ion in  each 
township of six miles square was firs t  pledged to 
Chap. IX.] SCHOOLS. LAND TITLES. 221
the support of the schools of such townships, and
in the great Symmes purchase one township was
to be used for the purpose ot higher education.
This early recognition of the necessity of schools
and colleges, enforced in the form of a perpetual
compact between the Government and the people
and States in the Territory, has been a source
and stimulus of intelligence, the importance of
which cannot be estimated. The duty of the State
to educate her children, generously and thoroughly,
can never be disregarded without violating the
pledges on which the rights of the State and Ter-
ritory were created.
While the population of Wayne County was
large compared with that of other parts of the
Territory, there was a serious obstacle in the way
of its advancement. The Indian tide had only
been extinguished in a strip six miles wide be-
tween the River Raisin and Lake St. Clair; a
small tract about Mackinaw, and a few detached
parcels that afterwards fell within Ohio. The De-
troit settlement was regarded as the most pros-
perous in the Northwest. That at Mackinaw was
likely to become important. But until more lands
should be brought into market there could be no
rapid growth. No steps had yet been taken to
ascertain what lands had been lawfully transferred
under the French and British rule, and this also
stood in the way of further setdement. Efforts
were made to bring these matters into adjust-
ment, but some years passed before any progress
was reached.
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CHAP. I X . ]  SCHOOLS. LAN D  TI TLES. 221 
the support of the schools of such townships, and 
in the great Symmes purchase one township was 
to be u sed for the pu rpose of higher education .  
This early recognition of the necessity of school 
and coll eges, enforced in the form of a perpetual 
compact between the Government  and the people 
and States in the Territory has been a sou rce 
and stimulus of intel l igence, the importance of 
which cannot be estimated. The duty of the State 
to educate her children ,  generously and thoroughly, 
can never be disregarded withou t violating the 
pledges on which the rights of the State and Ter­
ritory were created .  
While the popu lation of Wayne Cou nty was 
large compared with that of other parts of the 
Territory, there was a serious obstacle in the way 
of i ts advancement .  The I ndian title had only 
been extingu ished i n  a strip s ix miles wide be­
tween the River Raisin and Lake St. Clair ; a 
small tract abou t Mackinaw, and a few detached 
parcels that afterwards fe l l  within Ohio. The De­
troit settlement  was regarded as the most pros­
perous in the Northwest .  That at Mackinaw was 
l ikely to become importan t. But  un til more lands 
should be brought in to market the re cou ld be no 
rapid growth . No steps had yet  been taken to 
asce rtain what lands had been lawfully transferred 
under the French an d B ri tish rule and th is also 
stood in  the way of fu rther ettlement. Effort 
were made to bring these  matters in to adju  t­
ment, but some year passed before any progres 
was reached.  
222
DIVISION OF THE TERRITORY. [Chap. IX.
In 1 800 an act of Congress provided that after
July 4th of that year the Territory should be divided^
throwing into the new Territory of Indiana the
country included in two of the three originally
proposed States contemplated by the Ordinance of
1787. The line between Indiana and the remainder
was run due north from Fort Recovery to the
National boundary in Lake Superior, passing a
few miles west of Mackinaw. It was for a time
in doubt whether Mackinaw was in Indiana or the
Northwest Territory. General Harrison was first
Governor of Indiana, and Judge Vanderburgh's
residence there made a vacancy in the Council,
which was filled by the selection of Judge Sibley.
The seat of crovernment was removed bv Con-
gress from Cincinnati to Chillicothe, a step which
caused much discontent, and which was reo^arded
as an infraction of the stipulations of the Ordi-
nance of 1787, which gave the Legislature of the
Territory plenary powers of legislation. The
Council thereupon passed a bill fixing the meet-
ings in rotation at Marietta, Cincinnati and Chilli-
cothe. The House agreed in the right to do this,
but disagreed as to the places, and nothing more
was done at that time.
Accordingly, in November, 1801, the Legis-
lature assembled in Chillicothe, where they re-
mained in session, until January 23, 1802. At
this session the town of Detroit was incorporated,
with a Board of Trustees, and with power to
make by-laws and ordinances for the regulation
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222 DIV ISION O F  T H E  T E R R ITOR . L HAP.  I X .  
I n  1 oo an a c t  o f  Co ngress p rovided that afte r 
J u ly 4th of that year the Te rri to ry sho u l d  be divided, 
th rowing i n to the new Te rri tory of I n diana the 
cou n t ry i n c l uded in two of the th ree origi nal ly  
p roposed S tates conte mplated by the O rdin ance of  
I 7 8 7 .  The l i n e  between I ndiana and the remain d e r  
was ru n d u e  n orth from Fort Recovery t o  the 
N ational  bou nda ry in Lake S u p e ri o r, pass ing a 
few mi les  w e s t  o f  M ackinaw.  I t  was for a tim e 
i n  doubt  wheth e r  M ackinaw was in  I n diana or the 
N o rthwest  Terr ito ry.  G e n e ra l  H a rrison was fi rst  
Governor of  I nd iana,  a n d  J u dge Vanderbu rgh ' s  
reside n ce there made a vacan cy i n  the Cou nc i l ,  
which w a s  fi l led b y  t h e  select ion of  J u dge Sibl ey .  
The seat  of  gov e r n m e n t  was  re moved by Con ­
gress from C i n ci n nat i  to C h il l icothe,  a s tep w hich 
cau sed m u ch discon te n t, and which was regarded 
as an i n fraction of th e sti p u lat ions  of the O rdi­
nance of  I 7 8 7 , which gave the Legislatu re of  the 
Territo ry p l e n a ry powers of  l egisla.tio n .  The 
Cou n ci l  the re_u p o n  passed a b i l l  fixing the m e e t­
i ngs i n  rotation a t  M arietta, C in c i nnati a n d  Ch'il l i ­
coth e .  The H ou se agreed i n  the right to do this ,  
b u t  d isagreed.  as to the places,  and n othing mor� 
was done at  that t im e .  
Accordingly, i n  N ovember, r 80 1 ,  the Legis­
latu re assembled in C h i l l icothe,  whe re they re­
mained i n  sess io n ,  u n t i l  J an u a ry 2 3 , r 802 . At 
this se sion the town of  Detroit  was i ncorporated,  
w i th a Board o f  Tru stee  , and
· 
with power to 
mak e  by-laws and ordinances  for the regu lation 
Chai'. IX.J disturbance at CHILLICOTHE. 223
of the town. Judge Sibley was succeeded In the
House by Jonathan Schiefflin of Detroit, who
played a prominent part during the session.
The removal of the seat of government to
Chillicothe was very severely criticised by various
members, and the people of that town were
charged with intriguing for it, and the Governor
had also expressed himself against it. Mr.
Schiefflin had been especially emphatic in de-
nouncing it. A mob of townspeople, coun-
tenanced by prominent citizens, created a riot,
and assembled before the house where the Gover-
nor and Schiefflin lodged. They at length forced
the door, when Mr. Schiefflin met them with a
brace of loaded pistols, and drove them back into
the street. They kept up their disturbances two
nights without serious harm to any one. But
the Legislature, to signify their sense of this con-
duct, adjourned to meet at Cincinnati the next
November.
Movements were now set on foot which were
to terminate in the speedy establishment of a
new State. Wayne County was not consulted
by the promoters of the scheme, as Judge Burnet
states, for political reasons. On the 30th of
April, 1802, an , Act of Congress was passed
authorizing the people In that part of the Territory
east of Indiana, and south of the line runnino-
east from the southerly point of Lake Michigan,
to adopt a constitution. All north of that line
was annexed to Indiana, but Cono-ress reserved
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CH AP. I X . ]  DISTUR BANCE AT CH I LLICOT H E .  223 
of t h e  tow n .  J u dge Sibley w a s  su cceeded in  the 
H ou se by J on athan Schie ffi i n  of Detroit , who 
p layed a p romi n e n t  pa rt d u ring the se s 1o n .  
The removal o f  t h e  e a t  of  gove rn m e n t  to 
Chi l l ico th e  was v ry sev rely c ri tic ised by variou s 
m embers ,  a n d  the people of  that tow n  were 
cha rged with i n trigu i ng fo r  i t, and the Go e rn o r  
had a l s o  exp ressed h i m self  against  i t . M r. 
Sch ieffiin had been especial ly em phatic in  de­
nou nc i ng i t . A mob of tow nspeople,  cou n­
tenanced b) p ro m i n e n t  c i tize n s, c rea ted a riot,  
and assem bl e d  before the hou s e  whe re the Go e r­
n o r  and Schi e ffi i n  lodge d .  They a t  l e ngth torced 
the door, wh e n  M r. Schieffiin met  them with a 
b race of loaded pistols ,  and d rove them back i n to 
the s t re e t. They kept  u p  the i r  d istu rbances t\· o 
n ights w i tho u t  se r iou s ha rm to any one .  B u t  
the Legislatu re to sign i fy thei r sense o f  thi con­
d u c t, adj ou rned to  m e et  at  C i n c i n nati  the  nex t  
N ovembe r. 
M ovem e n ts w e re now set on foot which w e re 
to te rmi nate i n  the speedy establ ish men t of  a 
new State . V\ ayne Cou n ty was not  con u l ted 
by the p rom oters of  the scheme,  .as J u dge Bu rnet  
tates ,  for pol i tical reason . On th  30th of  
A p ri l ,  1 80 2 ,  an • A c t  of  Co ngress wa passed 
au tho riz ing the people in  that pa rt of th Te rritory 
east of  I n diana ,  and o u th f the l ine  ru nn ing 
east  from th sou the rly poi n t  f Lak M i chiga n ,  
t o  adop t  a c o n  titu tio n .  · A l l  n o rth of  that l i n e  
was an nexed t o  I n diana b u t  o n g r  � r n l 
224
ANNEXATION TO INDIANA. [Chap. IX.
power either to make it a separate State or to
attach it to Ohio. The people of Wayne County
were very much incensed at being given no voice
in the determination of their future, and at being
deprived of the right of representation ; while
there was a similar feeling in some parts of Ohio,
arising from a conviction that it was a political
trick to secure particular results. Judge Burnet
published in his Notes on the Northwestern
Territory some interesting documents showing
the extent of the feeling concerning the treat-
ment of Wayne County.
The union with Indiana was so brief that it
has left no traces behind it. The Legfislative
power being thrown into the hands of the Gov-
ernor and Judges, the people lost their voice in
the Government. If there were any laws passed
in the interval they are not accessible to ordinary
research, and they never affected rights in Michi-
gan appreciably.
The town of Detroit made use of its new
prerogatives concerning the prevention of fires,
and the use of streets as bowling alleys. There
had been some changes in the town since the
French days, but not many. The streets were, as
before, sixteen and twenty feet wide, and the
Chemin de Ronde twelve feet wide, but with some
jogs and angles widening it further in places.
The main fort was outside of the town, and north
of the River Savoyard. In front, on the Detroit
River, were two commodious wharves. Governor
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224 ANNEXAT ION T O  I N DIANA . [CHAP. I X .  
power e i ther to make it a separate State or to 
attach i t  to Ohio.  The people of Wayne Coun ty 
were very much i ncensed at being given no voice 
i n  the determination of the ir  fu tu re ,  and at be ing 
deprived of the right of representation ; while 
there was a similar feel ing i n  some parts of Ohio, 
aris ing from a conviction that it was a pol i tical 
trick to secu re particular results .  Judge Burnet 
publ ished in h is  Notes on the Northwestern 
Territory some i n teresting documents showing 
the extent  of the feel ing concerning the treat­
ment  of Wayne Coun ty. 
The u nion with I ndiana was so brief that it 
has left no traces behind it .  The Legislative 
power being thrown in to the hands of the Gov­
ernor and Judges,  the people lost the ir  voice in 
the Government. I f  there were any laws passed 
in the i nterval they are not accessible to ordinary 
research, and they never affected rights i n  M ichi­
gan appreciably. 
The town of Detroi t  made use of i ts new 
prerogatives concern ing the prevention of fi res, 
and the u se of s treets as bowl ing alleys .  There 
had been some changes in  the town s ince the 
French days, but not many. The streets were, as 
before, sixteen and twen ty f ee·t wide, and the 
Chemin  de Ronde twelve feet wide, bu t w i th some 
j ogs and angles widening i t  fu rther in  places .  
The main fort was outside of the town,  and north 
of the River Savoyard. I n  front, on the Detroit  
River, were two commodious wharves. Governor 
Chap. IX. J BUILDINGS IN DETROIT. 225
Hamilton had replaced the original chateau by a
large and fine house of hewn timber. The houses
generally were well-built block-houses, one-and-a-
half stories high, with peaked roofs starting but a
few feet from the oround, and dormer windows.
The only sidewalks that could be afforded in such
narrow w^ays were single timbers, squared and
about a foot in diameter. East of the stockade
were the navy garden and navy yard and ceme-
tery, extending a little east of Woodward Avenue.
There were probably some scattered dwellings on
the Domain outside. A space of one arpent wide
sold from the westerly side of the Askin or Brush
Farm, which joined the Domain on the east, was
built up from the river to Michigan Avenue with
for the most part good buildings, that survived the
fire of 1805. The lots wathin the old town were
too small and closely built to afford room for courts
or gardens. A few^ however, had purchased enough
to indulge in this luxury, and these were men of
wealth who could afford to follow their tastes and
beautify their abodes. The houses, like those
built after 1805, were furnished with stout doors
and shutters, and the outer door, as in the ancient
New^ York mansions, was divided in two, so that
the lower half might be kept closed and the upper
half open, allowing all the benefit of light and air
without the intrusion of trespassers of the human
or brute creation. No vehicles were used that
could not be drawn by a single pon\-. In the
centre ot each house arose an enormous chimney
15
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C H A P. I X . J  M U I L D ING IN D ET R O I T .  225 
Hami l ton had replaced t h e  o riginal chateau b y  a 
large and fi ne hou s e  of hewn ti m be r. The house 
ge n e ral ly were wel l -bu i l t  block-houses ,  on e-and-a­
half sto rie h igh, w i th peak ed roofs s ta rt ing bu t a 
few feet from the grou nd,  and dorm e r  wi ndov . 
The only  sidewal ks that could be affo rded i n  such 
narrow ways we re s i rrgle ti mbers, , quared an d 
abou t a foot i n  diamete r.  East of  the stockade 
w e re the navy garden and navy yard and ceme­
te ry, exte nd i ng a l i ttl e eas t of \l\l oodwa rd Ave n u e .  
The re we re p robably some scatte red dwel l ings on 
the  Domai n ou tside .  A space of one a rpen t wide 
sold from the weste rly s ide o f  the Askin or  B ru sh 
Farm, which j o i n ed the Domain on the east ,  was 
bu i l t  u p  from the riv e r  to M ichigan A e n u e  �· i th 
fo r  the most  part good bu i ldi ngs, that  su rv i ed thf: 
fi re of I 805 . The lots w i thin th e old town we re 
too smal l an d closely b u i l t  to affo rd room fo r  cou rt 
or ga rde n s .  A few, howe e r, had pu rchased en ough 
to i ndu lge in  th is l u xu ry, an d these w e re m e n  of 
weal th who coul d  afford to fol low the i r  taste and 
beau ti fy the i r  abodes.  The houses ,  l ike  tho e 
b u i l t  afte r I 805 , were fu rni  hed w i th stou t doors 
and s h u tte rs, and the ou te r  doo r, as i n  the a n ci e n t  
N ew Y o rk man sion s , w a s  divided i n  t w o ,  o that 
the low e r  hal f m ight be kept closed and th u pper  
half  open,  al lowing a l l  the be n efi t  of  l ight a n d  a i r 
w i thou t th i n tru i o n  of trespa se r of th h u m a n  
or  bru te c reation .  N o  ehicl  _ �  we re u e d  that 
cou ld not b d rav' n b) a ingl e pony.  I n  th 
cen t re of each hou s aro 
1 5  
an e n o rmou . chim ney 
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with flues of large capacity, not reaching far above
the roof, but affording a vent to the great volumes
of smoke that arose from generous fire places
kept heaped with long beech and maple or hickory
wood. Cooking-stoves were not invented yet, and
the baking was done in large dome-like ovens,
built in the yard or attached to the chimney, or
else in bake-kettles or Dutch ovens, where coals
beneath and coals on the broad iron cover ac-
complished the work speedily. The cremaiUere,
or crane, (made classic by Longfellow's beautiful
poem, the '* Hanging of the Crane'') swung from
stout staples in the side of the chimney, with its
array of pots and kettles, hung on the pot-hooks
and trammels that gave names in our youth to the
first efforts of the penman ; and the savory roast
turned before the fire beneath the chimney-piece
and under the open flue, or on long horizontal
spits before a tin reflector. These low roofs and
great chimneys were not without their inconveni-
encies. It is told of a gentleman who in early
times was an exemplary judge and magistrate, that,
notwithstanding his dignity, he on one festival oc-
casion, when a good neighbor was preparing a
grand banquet, went up to the roof, and without
Caleb Balderstone's necessities, dropped a line
with a fish-hook down the kitchen flue, while a
confederate sent off the cook for a moment, and
attached the hook to a fine turkey that had just
reached the proper brownness. The frightened
servant, returning when the bird had flown up the
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226 C H I MN EY ARRANGEMENT • [ CHAP. I X .  
with flues of large capacity, not reaching far above 
the roof, but affording a vent  to the great volumes 
of smoke that arose from generous fire places 
kept heaped with long beech and maple or hickory 
wood. Cooking-stoves were not  invented yet, and 
the baking was done in large dome-l ike ovens, 
bui lt  in  the yard or attached to the chimney, or 
else in  bake-kettles or Dutch ovens, where coals 
beneath and coals on the broad i ron cover ac­
complished the work speedily. The cremaillere, 
or crane, (made classic by Longfellow 's beau tiful 
poem the " Hanging of the Crane,") swung from 
stout s taples in the side of the chimney, with its 
array of pots and kettles, hu ng on the pot-hooks 
and trammels that gave names in ou r you th to the 
first efforts of the penman ; and the savory roast 
tu rned before the fire beneath the chimney-piece 
and u nder the open flue, or  on  long horizon tal 
spi ts before a tin reflector. These low roofs and 
great chimneys were not withou t  their inconveni­
enc1es .  I t  i s  told of a gentleman who in  early 
times was an exemplary j udge and magistrate, that, 
notwithstanding his dignity, he on one festival oc­
casion,  when a good neighbor was preparing a 
grand banquet, went up  to the roof, and withou t 
Caleb Balderstone 's  necessities , dropped a l ine 
with a fish-hook down the kitchen flue, while a 
confederate sent off the cook for a moment, and 
attached the hook to a fine tu rkey that had j u st 
reached the proper brownness. The frightened 
ervant, retu rning when the bi rd had flown up  the 
Chap. IX.] CIVIC MISDEMEANORS. 227
chimney, was firmly convinced the disappearance
was due to nothing short of witchcraft. In 1828.
on a brig-ht summer afternoon, the passers-by on
Jefferson avenue were surprised and startled to
see a large bear promenading along the ridge-
pole of Mr. Thibout's house (directly opposite the
Michigan Exchange); and although the alarm given
brought out half the settlement, Bruin escaped
safely to the woods.
The records of the Irustees show a large
weekly list of fines, against the inhabitants who
failed to keep their water-butts full, or their leather
buckets complete and within reach, or their fire-
bags (large canvas bags for removing goods)
empty, or their ladders sound. The zeal with
which these precautions were followed up shows
the constant fear and dano-er of fires: and was
almost prophetic. It was no slight charge to keep
up a water supply, for there were few wells, and
no means of drawing water but from the river by
carts, or in buckets swung on shoulder-yokes.
There were no engines, and at fires the people
formed double lines to the river, the men to pass
the full buckets and the women and children the
empty ones.
The other misdemeanors most common were
horse racing and bowling. Canadian ponies and
their masters were as prone to racing as the he-
roes of the turf in Eng-land; and no amount oi
fining could keep the prosperous burghers irom
trying their speed in the narrow streets of the
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CH AP .  I X . ] C I V I C M I S D E M E A N O R  . .  22 7 
chim n ey, wa fi rm l y  co nvi nced the d isap peara n ce 
was d u e  to noth i ng sh o rt of wi tchc raft.  I n  1 8 2 8 ,  
op a bright su m m e r  afte rnoo n ,  the passe rs-by on  
J effe rson ave n u e  w e re su rprised a n d  s ta rtl ed to 
see a l a rge bea r p romenad i ng along the ridge­
pole of M r. Thi bou t ' s  house ( d i rect l)  oppos i te the 
M i ch igan Exchang ) ; a n d  al though the alarm given 
brought out half  the settl e m e n t, B ru i n  escaped 
safely to the woods.  
The records of the Tru stees shov\ a large 
weekly l i s t  of  fi nes ,  aga i n s t  the i nhabita n ts w ho 
failed to keep chei r wate r-b u tts fu l l ,  o r  the i r  l eath e r  
buckets com p lete a n d  with in  reach,  o r  thei r fi re­
bags ( l a rge can vas bags for removing goods) 
e m p ty o r  the i r  lad d e rs sou n d .  The zeal with 
which these p recau tion s  w e re fol lowed u p  shows 
the con s tant  fear  and dange r  of fi res · and was 
almost p rophetic .  I t  was n o  s l ight charge to keep 
u p  a wate r su pp l y, for the re we re few wel ls, and 
no m ea n s  of  d rawing wa te r bu t from the rive r b) 
carts,  or in bu c k e ts swu ng on shou lde r-yokes .  
The re w e re no e ngin e s ; and at fi res the people  
fo rm ed dou ble l i nes  to  the rive r,  the m e n  to pass 
the full bu ckets and the women and chi ld re n  the 
empty on es .  
The othe r misdemea n o rs m ost  common we re 
horse racing and bowl i ng.  Can adian pon ies  and 
the i r  maste rs were as p ro n e  to rac i ng as th he­
roes of the tu rf in E ngland ; and no amou nt  of  
fi n i ng cou ld keep th� p ro .  perou bu rghe r from 
try i ng the i r peed i n  th P n a r r w str  eL of  the 
228 PASTIMES. BRITISH FORT. [Chaf. IX.
town. But a more dangerous pastime was rolling
cannon balls in the streets. Ninepin alleys required
more room than the short blocks afforded, and
the narrow highways were tempting substitutes,
while an eighteen-pound ball required strength
and skill to send it swiftly and straight along the
ground. It is not without interest to see that
the culprits brought before the Trustees for these
transorressions were not vao^abonds and loafers,
(for the brisk settlement had no toleration for
such nuisances), but the solici men of business, who
indulged in these simple amusements with the
same overflowing mirth that made their kinsmen
in Auld Reekie spend Saturday at e'en at high
jinks.
The change of the sovereignty took many of
the wealthiest merchants into Canada, where a
part settled in Sandwich and a part at Amherst-
burgh. The British Government at once prepared
to build a fort at the mouth of the river on Bois-
blanc Island, which had been the seat of the Hu-
ron mission, and commanded the entrance to Lake
Erie. Objection was made by the United States,
and the question was serious enough to induce
the British to change their plan and build on the
main land, near by.' Under the Treaty of 1783,
the boundary line was to run along the middle of
the water-communication between Lake Erie and
Lake Huron, and nothing was said about particu-
lar channels or islands. It was not until the close
I Weld's Letters.
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228 PASTI M ES. B RITI S H  FORT.  [CHAr. I X . 
tow n .  B u t  a more dange rou s  pasti m e  was rol l i ng 
can non bal ls  i f:1  t h e  s treets . N i n ep i n  alleys requi red 
m o re room tha n  the short blocks affo rded,  and 
the narrow h ighways were .te m pting s u bst i tu tes,  
whi le  an eighte e n -pou n d  ball req u i red stre ngth 
and skil l  to send it swi ftly and straigh t along the 
grou n d .  It  is  not withou t in terest to see that 
the cu l p rits b rought b e fo re the Tru s tees  for these 
transgress io n s  w e re n ot vagabon ds and l oafe rs ,  
(for t h e  brisk s e ttl e m e n t  h a d  n o  tol e ratio n fo r  
u c h  n u isances) , bu t th e s o l i d  m e n  of b u s i n ess, who 
i nd u lged in these s imple  amuseme n ts w i th the 
same ove rflow i ng m i rth that made thei r  k i n s m e n  
i n  A u l d  Reeki e  spend Satu rday at e ' e n  at h igh 
j in k � .  
The change o f  t h e  sove reignty took m a n y  of 
the weal thiest  m e rchants i n to Canada, whe re a 
p a rt settled i n  Sandwich · a n d  a part at A m h e rs t­
bu rgh. The B rit ish Gov e r n m e n t  at o nce p repared 
to bu i ld a fo rt at the mou th of the r iver on Bois­
blanc I sland,  which had been the seat o f  the H u ­
ro n m iss ion ,  and commanded the en t rance to Lake 
E ri e .  O bj ect ion was made by the U n i ted S tates, 
and the q u e stion was se riou s e n ou gh to i nduce 
the B ri ti sh  to change the i r  plan and bu i ld  o n  the 
main  land,  n ear  by .  1 U nd e r  the  T reaty of  r 7 8 3 ,  
· the bou ndary l i n e  wa t o  ru n along the middle  of  
the water-l:ommu n ication between Lake E ri e  and 
Lake H u ron,  and nothing was said abou t particu ­
lar  cha n n el s  o r  i slands ,  I t  was n o t  u n ti l  the close 
r Weld' Letter . 
Chap. IX.] DISPUTED BOUNDARY. 229
of the last war with Great Britain that provision
was made, in the Treaty of Ghent, for ascertain-
ing the ownership of- the various islands, by a
commission app*ointed under the 6th article of that
treaty. Peter B. Porter and Anthony Barclay
were appointed commissioners b) their respective
governments, and, on the i8th of June, 1822, they
determined that the line should^ run west of Bois-
blanc. The channel between that island and Am-
herstburgh was the main ship channel, and under
the common usage of nations (as recently con-
firmed by the award of the PLmperor of Ger-
many on the San Juan boundary question on
the Pacific coast) the national boundary line is
generally presumed to follow that channel. The
nearness of Bois-blanc to the British mainland
made it very unpleasant to have such a foot-
hold for a possible enemy, and it probably would
not have been agreed to had attention been
called to it. The decision of the commissioners
was equitable, and no one has found fault with
it. In 1796 it was found necessary, in order to
protect the Indians, that the United States should
establish trading posts, where goods were to be
furnished at a low profit and of good quality.
The agents and their employees were restrained,
under heavy penalties, from dealing on their own
account, directly or indirectly, and from purchasing
from the Indians any articles of use in hunting,
cooking, or husbandry, or any articles of clothing.
The laws providing for this, which were temporary,
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CHAP. I X . )  D I  P UTE D B U T DARY . 229 
f the la t war wi th G reat B ri ta in  that p ro i .  i on 
wa made, i n  t h  T r  at) o f  Ghen t, fo r  ascertai n-:  
ing the own e r  h ip of. th ariou s i slands,  by a_ 
com mission appoi n ted u n d  r the 6th artic le  of that 
treaty.  Peter B. Po rte r and Anthony Barclay 
we re appo i nted com m i ssio n e rs by th e i r  respe ctive 
go Ternments, and, on  the 1 8 th of J u ne ,  1 8 2 2 , they 
determined that the l i n e  shou l d  ru n west of Bois­
bl anc .  The channel betwe en that island and Am­
he rstbu rgh was the mai n ship  chan nel ,  and u nder  
the com mon u sage of nations  (as rec ently con ­
fi rm ed by t h e  award of the Empero r  of  Ge r­
many on the San J u an bou ndaq qu estion on 
the Pacific coast) th national  bou nda ry l i n e  i s  
ge n e rally presu med t o  follow that chan nel .  The 
n ea rness of Bois-blan c to the B rit ish mai nland 
made it  v e ry u n pl easant  t have su ch a foot­
hol d fo r  a possible e n emy, and i t  p robably would 
n ot have been agreed to had atte n tion been 
cal led to  i t .  The decis ion of the com miss ione rs 
was equ i tabl e ,  a n d  no one has fou n d  faul t  \\ i th 
i t .  I n  r 7 9 6  i t  was fou n d  n e·cessary, i n  o rder  to 
p rotect the Ind ians, that the U n i ted State�  hou l d  
establ ish trading posts v h e re good we re to be 
fu rni shed at a low p rofit and of good qual i t) . 
The agen ts and the i r  employee we re restrain d.  
u nd e r  heavy pe nalt ies .  from deal i ng on the i r  wn 
accou n t, d i re ctly o r  i n d irectly, and from pu rchasin 
from the I n dian any a rt icle of u i n  h u n ti n  -
cooki ng, or  husband ry o r  any articl of c loth in  . 
Th laws providi n for thi , ·wh ich w r te m 1  ra ry, 
230 INDIAN TRADE. PUBLIC LANDS. [Chap. IX
were extended from time to time until after the erec-
tion of Michigan into a Territory. The plan was not
perpetuated, although it had some advantages, as
it was liable to fraud. The Indians who received
annual presents from the British and from our own
government of guns, hatchets, knives, cloth, blankets,
kettles, and many other articles of use as well as of
personal adornment, generally disposed of a large
share of these articles before they left the set-
tlements; and when they reached home they were
not much better off than when they started, be-
sides having been exposed to the temptation of
drunkenness. They would no doubt have taken
much better hold of civilization if the appliances
had always remained in their possession.
On the 26th of March, 1804, an act was
passed proviciing for the disposal of the public
lands within the Territory, to which the Indian
title had been extinguished, and directing all claims
under the French and English Governments to be
presented to the Registers and Receivers of the
several Land Offices for proof. By this act, sec-
tion 16 in each township was reserved for the use
of schools within the same, and an entire town-
ship was to be located in each of the districts
afterwards forming Michigan, Indiana and Illinois,
for a seminary of learning. This was the germ
of the University Fund of Michigan, and of the
Primary School Fund. No surveys could be made
with safety until it was known what valid private
grants existed. The Register and Receiver of the
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230 I N Di A N  TRADE.  PU BLIC LAN DS . [CHAP. lX . 
were extended from time to time un ti l  after the erec­
tion of Michigan i nto a Territory .  The plan was not 
perpetuated, although it had some advantages, as 
i t  was l iable to fraud .  The Indians who received 
annual presents from the Brit ish and from our own 
government of guns,  hatchets; kn ives, cloth, blankets, 
kettles, and many other articles of use as well as of 
personal adornment, general ly disposed of a large 
share of these articles before they left the set­
tlements : and when they reached home they were 
not much better off than when they started, be­
sides having been exposed to the temptation of  
J runkenness .  They would no doubt have taken 
mu ch bette r hold of  civi l i zation if  the appliances 
had always remained i n  the i r  possession .  
On the 2 6th of March, r 804, an act  was 
passed providing for the disposal of the publ ic  
lands with in the Territory, to which the I ndian 
ti tle had been extingu ished, and d irect ing all cla ims 
under the French and Engl ish Governments to be 
presented to the Registe rs and Receivers of the 
several Land Offices for proof. By this act, sec­
tion r 6 in each townsh ip  was reserved for the u se 
of schools with in  the same, and an enti re town­
sh ip was to be located i n  each of the d istricts 
afterwards form ing Mich igan ,  I ndiana and I l l ino is , 
for a seminary of  learn ing. Th is was the germ 
of the Un ivers i ty Fund of Michigan,  and of the 
Primary School Fu nd .  No su rveys cou ld be made 
with safety un til i t  was known what val id private 
grants existed.  The Register and Rece iver of the 
Chap. IX.] MICHIGAN TERRITORY CREATED. 231
Detroit (or Michigan) District did not complete
their labors until after the erection of the new
Territory. In March, 1806, George Hoffman, Re-
gister, and Frederick Bates, Receiver at Detroit,
reported to the Secretary of the Treasury that
only six valid titles had been made out before
them, outside of the town.
It was under these circumstances that, on Janu-
ary iith, 1805, Congress enacted "that from and
after the 30th day of June next, all that part of
Indiana Territory which lies north of a line drawn
east from the southerly bend or extreme of Lake
Michigan, until it shall intersect Lake Erie, and
east of a line drawn from the said southerly bend
through the middle of said lake to its northern
extremity, and thence due north to the northern
boundary of the United States, shall, for the pur-
poses of temporary government, constitute a sepa-
rate Territory, and be called Michigan."
Detroit was made the seat of government, and
the ordinances of 1787 and 1789 were adopted
as the charter of the Territory.
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CHAP. IX.] MICHIGAN TERRITORY CREATED. 231 
Detroit (or Michigan) District did not  complete 
their labors until after the erection of the new 
Territory. In March, I 806, George Hoffman, Re­
gister, and Frederick Bates, Receiver at Detroit, 
reported to the Secretary of the Treasu ry that 
only six val id titles had been made ou t before 
them, outside of the town.  
I t  was u nder these circumstances that, on J anu­
ary r r th ,  I 805 , Congress enacted " that from and 
after the 30th day of J u ne next, al l  that part of 
Indiana Territory which lies north of a l ine drawn 
east from the sou therly bend or extreme of Lake 
Michigan, u ntil i t  shall intersect Lake Erie, and 
east of a l ine drawn from the said sou therly bend 
through the middle of  said lake to  its northern 
extremity, and thence due north to the northern 
boundary of the Uni ted States, shall , for  the pu r­
poses of temporary governmen t, constitu te a sepa­
rate Terri tory, and be called Mich igan . 
Detroit  was made the seat of government, and 
the ordinances of r 7 8 7  and r 789 were adopted 
as the charter of the Territory. 
CHAPTER X.
CnVERNOR hull's CIVIL ADMINISTRATION.
The transition to a separate territorial existence
was not in all respects fortunate. The people
were entirely deprived of self-government, and
the times were such that the use of the Territories
as political counters, and as rewards for political
services, was becoming a recognized practice.
The discontented citizen of our own time, who
repeats with sadness the perennial story that
the former days were better than these, can have
no intimate knowledge of those former days.
The course of time has removed from sight all
but the more prominent features ot the period.
Those who were on the whole useful and sagaci-
ous have been forgiven their lesser delinquencies
and unworthiness, and the mutual charges of
political corruption and dishonesty, which people
forget as easily as they make them, have been
lost sight of in the quarrels of their successors.
Then, as now, most men who were not very soon
cast out, were probably in the main well-meaning
and patriotic ; and like modern politicians, they
persuaded themselves for the time that their
personal or party success was so essential to the
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C H A P T E R  X .  
� O \  E R N O H. H U LL' s CI \  I L A D M I N I ST R AT I O N .  
THE trans i tion to a separate terri torial existence 
wa not in  all respects fortu nate .  The people 
we re enti rely deprived of self-gove rnment, and 
the t imes we re such that the u se of the Territories 
a pol i t ical cou n ters, and as rewards for  polit ical 
e rvices ,  was becom ing a recognized p ractice . 
The discon ten ted cit izen of our own t ime, who 
repeats wi th sadness the perennial story that 
the former days were better than these, can have 
no int imate knowledge of those former days .  
The cou rse of t ime has removed from sight al l  
bu t the more promine nt featu res of the period.  
Those who were on the whole u sefu l  and sagaci­
ous  have been forgiven the ir  lesser del inquenc ies 
and u nworth iness, and the mutual charges of 
pol i t ical co rruption and dishonesty, which people 
forget as eas ily as they make them, have been 
lost s igh t of in  the quarrels of the i r  successors .  
The n, as  now, most men who were not very soon 
cast ou t, were probably in  the main well -mean ing 
and patriotic ; and l ike mode rn pol i tic idns ,  they 
persu aded themselves for the time that the ir  
p rsonal o r  party success was so essen tial to the 
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public welfare that it was better to use means
questionably good, or unquestionably bad, than
have the country ruined by falling into other
hands. It is not pleasant for sensitive men to
have their names and reputations bandied about
and smirched, as recklessly as it is too often done
by careless writers of items and editorials ; but
there was not an early statesman, from Washington
down, who has not had meaner things said of him
than are often ventured on by decent papers now
concerning any one. The first half century of the
Republic was conspicuous for the malignity of
political quarrels, and the utter disregard of the
sanctity of the private reputation of public men.
In our day men who abuse each other in print, or
on the stump, do not generally carry their warfare
into social intercourse ; and a person who allows
his politics to lead him into discourtesy and
malevolence in private life, is justly considered
unworthy of respect. But in the early years of
this century, men believed as well as spoke all
manner of evil against their antagonists. Diplomacy
had not yet lost the habit of lying and duplicity,
and weak nations or communities had no riorhts
which stronger ones respected. The reign of
George the Third was a time when many great
and patriotic statesmen did honor to their re-
spective countries on both sides of the Ocean.
It was also a time when political morality, and
the manners as well as ethics of public life, every-
where presented ample room for improvement ;
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
22
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP .  X.]  POLITICAL A P E R I T Y .  2 3 3  
publ ic  welfare that i t  was better to use means 
questionably good, or u nquestionably bad than 
have the coun try ru i ned by fall ing i n to other 
hands .  I t  is not pleasant for sensitive men to 
have their names and reputations  bandied about  
and smirched, as  recklessly as i t  i s  too often done 
by careless writers of i tems and editorial s ; but  
there was not an early statesman,  from Washington 
down ,  who has not had meaner things said of  him 
than are often ventu red on by decent  papers now 
concern ing any one. The first  half century of the 
Repu bl ic was conspicuous for the malignity of 
pol i ti cal quarrels ,  and the u tter d isregard of  the 
sancti ty of the private repu tation of publ ic men .  
I n  ou r day men who abuse each other i n  p rin t, or  
on the stump, do not  generally carry their  warfare 
i n to social i n tercou rse ; and a person who allows 
h is  poli tics to lead h im i n to d iscourtesy and 
malevolence in private l i fe, i s  j ustly considered 
u nworthy of respect. But  i n  the early years of 
th is cen tu ry, men  bel ieved as well as spoke all 
manner of evil aga inst  the i r  antagonists .  D iplomacy 
had not yet lost the habit of ly ing and du pl ic ity, 
and weak nations  or communit ies had no rights 
which stronger ones respected. The reign of 
George the Thi rd was a time when many great 
and patriotic statesmen did honor to the ir  re­
spective countries on  both sides of the Ocean . 
I t  was al so a t ime when politi cal moral i ty, and 
the manners as wel l  as ethics of publ ic  l i fe ,  every­
\Vhere p resented ample room for improvement ; 
234 POPULATION. [Chap. X.
and they have been very much bettered. While,
therefore, we may find in the history of this region
plain marks of bad and selfish management, it
would be quite unfair to lay too much stress upon
it. Our territorial governments have been im-
proved in some respects, but selfishness and mis-
rule have not yet ceased to be found among them.
The country which became Michigan Territory
after the 30th day of June, 1805, contained at
that time no white settlements except Detroit and
Frenchtown, and the river settlements, and
Mackinaw. Beyond these there may have been
a few straggling traders, but no communities. In
1800 the population, (not including Indians,) was
only 3,206. This census return must be nearly
correct, as in 1 799 there were three representa-
tives, each representing at least five hundred free
male inhabitants. In 18 10 the population had only
increased to 4,762. Of these 144 were Indians
taxed' or colored persons, 24 of whom were slaves.
In 1 8 10 there were 2,837 ^^^^ white males, and
1,781 free white females, showing an excess of
males of 1,036. It is evident that a large portion
of the immigration was of single men. In 18 10
Detroit had a population of 1,650, or more than
St. Louis, and nearly as many as Vincennes and
Kaskaskia combined, these two being the chief
Indiana settlements. There was not a hamlet or
farm in the Territory five miles away from the
boundary. Immediately across the Detroit River
was a province which had begun to improve, and
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234 POPULATION . [CHAP. X. 
and they have been very much bettered . While, 
therefore� we may find in the history of this region 
plain marks of bad and selfish management, it 
wou ld be quite u nfai r to lay too much stress upon 
i t . Our  terri torial governments have been im­
proved in some respects, but selfishness and mis­
ru le have not yet ceased to be found among them.  
The country which became M ichigan Terri tory 
aft e r  the 30th day of J u ne, r 805 ,  contained at 
that time no white settlements except Detroit and 
Frenchtown, and the nver settlemen ts, an d 
Mackinaw. Beyond these there may have been 
a few straggl ing traders, but no communities. I n  
I 800 the population ,  (not i n cluding I ndians , )  was 
only 3 , 206. This census retu rn  must be nearly 
correct, as in l 799 there were three representa­
tives, each representing at least five hundred free 
male i nhabitants .  In 1 8 1 0 the popu lation had only 
i ncreased to 4, 7 6 2 .  Of these l 44 were I ndians 
taxed · or  colored persons, 24  of whom were slaves .  
In  1 8 1 0 the re were 2 ,83 7 free whi te males, and 
I ,  78  r free �hite females, showing an excess of 
males of l ,03 6 .  I t  is evident that a large portion 
of the immigration was of s ingle men .  In r 8 r o 
Detroit had a popu lation of r , 6 50, or more than 
St. Lou is ,  and nearly as many as Vincennes and 
Kaskask ia combined, these two being the chief 
I ndiana settlements .  There was not a hamlet or 
farm in  the Territory five miles a way from the 
boundary. Immediately across the Detroit River 
w a s  a prov ince which had begu n to improve, and 
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increased in population very fast. Its people had
representative government, and were kindred in
blood and actual relatives of a large share of the
people of Michigan, and on the most friendly
terms with them. Surrounding all the white
settlements in Michigan, and lying between them
and the other American States and Territories,
were gathered considerable numbers of the Indians
of the northwest, who had settled down in
Michigan and northern Indiana and Ohio, and still
retained tide to all bu: a trifling part of the lands
in the Territory. Each of these tribes was in the
regular receipt from Great Britain of arms,
annuities and supplies, and great pains were taken,
without resistance by our Government, to keep
up respect and attachment for the British. With
the previous warning derived from the withholding
ot the posts and the encroachments on American
territory, it might have been foreseen to be danger-
ous to leave thus isolated from American sur-
roundings or attachments a community whose
allegiance had just been changed, and not changed
by their own procurement. It offered a strong
temptadon to our neighbors across the Strait, to
make a further effort to get back the peninsula
before it could be setded ; and, while it is not
established that the Bridsh Government was
direcdy responsible for all that was done, the
sequel showed that the land was coveted, and the
effort was speedily made at a terrible cost to the
border.
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C H AP. X.J  CRIT ICAL POSI T I ON OF MICHIGAN.  235 
i ncreased in  popu lation very fast. I ts people had 
representative government, and were kindred in 
blood and actual relatives of a large share of the 
people of Mich igan ,  and on the most friendly 
terms with them. Su rrounding all the white 
settlements in  M ichigan, and ly ing between them 
and the other American States and Terri tories , 
were gathered considerable numbers of the Indians 
of the northwest, who had settled down m 
Michigan and northern I nd iana and Ohio, and stil l 
retained t itle  to all bu.. a trifl i ng part of the lands 
in the Te rritory .  Each of these tribes was in  the 
regu lar receipt from Great B ritain of arms, 
annuities and suppl ies, and great pains  were taken,  
without  res istance b) our Government, to keep 
up respect and attachment for the Brit ish. With 
the previous warn ing derived from the w i thhold ing 
of the posts and the encroachments on American 
terri tory, i t  m ight have been foreseen to be danger­
ous to leave thus i solated from American su r­
rou ndings or attachments a commu nity whose 
all egiance had just been changed, and not changed 
by the ir  own procu rement. I t  offered a strong 
temptation to ou r neighbors across the Strait, to 
make a fu rther effort to get back the pen insu la 
before i t  cou ld be settled ; and, whi le i t  is  not 
establ i shed that the B ri tish Government  was 
directly responsible for all that was done, the 
sequel showed that the land was coveted, and the 
effort was speed i ly made at a te rrible cost to the 
border. 
236 UNWISE APPOINTMENTS. [Chap. X.
The selection of rulers for such a country,
who were to have the entire control both of
legislation and of administration, required more
care than it received. The appointments were not
open to any apparent objection, and perhaps the
wisdom that comes after the fact should not blame
what was not generally supposed to be unsafe.
The principle of appointment followed then is
very generally followed now, and none more dis-
creetly. No sufficient heed was given to the char-
acter of the population or its ways. No wiser or
better men were to be found in the United States
than those who had settled in the Northwest Ter-
ritory after the Revolution. They were men of
sagacity and adaptability, with large experience of
old as well as new countries, accustomed to every
kind of society, and possessing the confidence and
regard of their neighbors. The Indians also knew
both their worth and their prowess, and had a
wholesome respect for the Long Knives. The
Governor of Indiana, General Harrison, had been
wisely chosen from this class, and that Territory
had gone on rapidly in improvement, while the new
State of Ohio wa's increasing with wonderful
speed. Michigan needed a western governor and
western ideas, but it failed to get the benefit of
either.
It is a great mistake to suppose the adoption
of good laws is a necessary sign of prosperity.
If they emanate from popular bodies, they may
indicate (though not always) the popular sense.
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236 UNW� E A P POINT I ENTS . ( HAP.  X .  
Th s lect ion o f  ru l e rs fo r  u ch a cou n t ry,  
who we r to hav the e n ti re co n t rol  both of 
legislation and o f  adm in is t ration ,  requ i red m o r  
care than i t  received.  The appo i n tm e n t  were n o t  
pen t o  a n y  appare n t  obj e cti o n ,  and p e rhap th 
wi  dom that com e s  afte r the fact  shou l d  n o t  blam e 
what was n o t  ge n e ral ly su pposed to be u nsafe .  
The p ri nciple of appoi n tm e n t  fol l owed the n  i s  
ve ry ge n e rally fol lowed n o w  a n d  n o n e m o re dis­
creetly. N o  s u ffi ci e n t  heed was given to th e char­
acte r of the popu lat ion o r  i ts way s .  N o  w i s e r  o r  
be tte r m e n  we re t o  be fo u n d  in the U nited tates 
than those who had s e tt led in the N o rthwest Te r­
ri t o ry afte r the . R e vol u tion .  They w e re m e n  of 
sagacity and adaptabi l i ty ,  w i th large expe rie nce of 
old as well  as n ew cou n tries ,  accu stomed to eve ry 
k i n d  of soci e ty.  a n d  possess ing the confide nce and 
regard of  the i r  n e ighbors .  The I n dian s  also k new 
both thei r wo rth and th e i r  p rowess,  and had a 
wholesome respect fo r  the Long K n ives .  The 
Gove r n o r  of  I ndiana,  G e n e ral H a rrison , had been 
wisely chosen fro m  this c lass ,  and that  Te rr i tory 
had gone o n  rapidly in  i m p rove m e n t, w hi l e  the new 
State of  Ohio was i nc reas ing w i th won d e rfu l  
speed . M ich igan n eeded a western governor  an d 
weste rn ideas,  bu t i t  fai led to get the benefi t  of 
e i the r . 
I t  i s  a great m istake to u ppose the adopt ion 
of  good laws is  a necessary · 1  n f p ro pe ri ty. 
If they emanat from popu lar bod ies ,  they may 
indicate ( though n o t  al ways) th popular  se ns  . 
Chap. X.] TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 237
But there are often good laws upon our statute
books that have never really governed the action
of the people, and there are bad laws which have
never hurt them, because never carried out fully..
It is not on legislation, so much as on the actual
conduct of affairs, that prosperity depends. The
rottenest governments have had written codes
which have been gready admired, but which never
prevented mischief. The codes adopted by the
Governor and Judges of Michigan were substan- *
tially like those of their neighbors, and were not
complained of. But the first decade of the Ter-
ritorial life was unfortunate. As the time ap-
proached for organizing the Territory, Mr. Jeffer-
son sent to the Senate for confirmation the names
of William Hull for Governor, Stanley Griswold
for Secretary, and Augustus Brevoort Woodward,
Samuel Hundngton and Frederick Bates as Judges.
Mr. Hundngton declined the office, and in 1806
his place was filled by John Griffin. As the Gov-
ernor, under the ordinance, had the entire control
of establishing local offices and appoindng officers,
the character of the local organizadon depended
almost entirely upon his judgment.
Of these persons, Governor Hull was an old
Revoludonary officer from Massachusetts ; Mr.
Griswold an able man but a red-hot polidcian
from Connecticut, who had left the pulpit to be-
come an editor, and who was only comfortable
when he had his own way ; Judge Bates was a
resident land officer at Detroit, of sterlino- worth.
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CHAP. X . J  T E R R ITORIAL O F F I C ER . 237 
But the re a re often good law u po n  ou r statute 
books that have never really  gov e rn e d  the action 
of_ the people ,  and the re a re bad laws whi ch have 
n e v e r  h u rt the m ,  becau se never  carried ou t ful ly  . • 
I t  is  n o t  on l egis lation ,  so m u ch as on the actual 
condu ct  of  affa i r  that p rospe r i ty depe n d s .  The 
rottenest  gov e rn m e n ts have had written codes 
wh ich have been greatly ad m i red,  bu t which n e ve r  
p reven ted m ischief. Th e codes adop ted b y  the 
G ove rno r and J u dge s of M ichigan were su bstan­
tial ly  l i k e  those of thei r n e igh bors,  and were not  
com pla ined o f. But  the  fi rst  decade of  the  T e r­
r i  to rial l i fe was u n fo rtu nate.  As the t ime ap­
p roached for o rga n i z i ng the Te rrito ry, M r. J effe r­
son s e n t  to the S e nate fo r  confi rmat ion the names 
of  W ill iam H u ll  fo r  G overnor, S tanle)  G ri · ;vold 
fo r  Sec reta r) , a n d  Augu stu s  B revo o rt W ood ward ,  
Sam u e l  H u nti ngton a n d  F rede rick Bates a s  J udges .  
M r. H u n ti ngto n  decl i n ed the office,  and in  r 806 
his place was filled by J oh n  G ri ffi n .  As the Gov­
e rn o r  u nd e r  the o rd inance ,  had the e n t i re con trol 
of establ ish ing l ocal offices a n d  appointing office rs 
the characte r  of the local o rganizati on depe nded 
almost  ent i rely u po n  h is  j u dgm e n t. 
O f  these p e rsons ,  G ov e rno r H ul l  was an old 
R olu t ionaq office r from Ma ssachu etts · M r. 
G ri � \, old an abl e man b u t  a red-hot pol itic ian 
from C o n n  ct icu t, \\ ho had left the pulp i t  to be­
come an edito r, a n d  who was only  com fo rtable 
when he had h i  own way ; J udge Bates wa a 
re ide n t  land offi ce r at D e troit .  of te rl i nh w o rth , 
238 TERRITORIAL OFFICERS [Chap. X
and admirably fitted in all respects for his place ;
Judge Grif^n was a man of elegant accomplish-
ments, but no great force of character or con-
victions; and Judge Woodward was one of those
strange compounds of intellectual power and wis-
dom in great emergencies, with very frequent ca-
price and wrongheadedness, that defy description.
Two of the three Judges, Bates and Griffin,
were Virginians by birth, and old friends of Jeffer-
son. Woodward, though generally credited to Vir-
ginia, was not, it is believed, a native of that State,
but of New York. He resided in the District of
Columbia, and had attracted considerable attention
from some ambitious writings of a somewhat specu-
lative character, to which Mr. Jefferson had taken
a fancy. They had many points of resemblance
in their tastes. The executive officers were doubt-
less selected (being otherwise regarded as compe-
tent) because of their peculiar prominence as his
supporters, in a region where he was not very
popular.
Mr. Griswold, who had made himself useful in
various ways in land matters, was for some reason
unable to harmonize with the Governor, and it is
said desired to supersede him. In this, how^ever,
he failed, and was himself removed at the end of
his first term of three years; and his place was
filled by Reuben Atwater of Vermont. This gen-
tleman was universally respected for his integrity
and good sense; and having been uniformly cour-
teous and diligent and having attended to his own
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238 T ER R ITO R IAL O F F I  ER fCHAP . X. 
and admirably fitted in all respect for his place ; 
J u dge Griffin was a man of e legan t accomplish­
ments ,  but no great force of character or con­
victions ; and J udge Woodward was one of those 
trange compou nds of in tel lectual power and wis­
dom in great emergencies, wi th ery freq uent  ca­
price and wrongheadedness, that defy description . 
Two of the three J udges Bates and Griffin ,  
were Virgin ians by birth, and  o ld friends of  J effer­
son . Woodward, though generally credited to Vir­
gin ia, was not, i t  i s  bel ieved, a native of that State, 
but of N ew York .  H e  resided in the D istric t  of 
Columbia, and had attracted considerable atten tion 
from some ambitious  writi ngs of a somewhat specu­
lative character, to  which M r. Jefferson had taken 
a fancy. They had many points of  resemblance 
in  their tastes .  The execu tive officers were doubt­
less selected (being otherwise regarded as compe­
ten t) because of the i r  pecul iar prominence as hi 
supporte rs, in a region where he was not very 
popular. 
Mr. Gri swold ,  who had made h imself u sefu l  i n  
various ways in  land matte rs, was for some reason 
. u nable to harmonize with the Governor, and it i .  
said desired to supersede h im .  In this, howeve r, 
he failed and was himself removed at the end of 
his fi rst term of three years ; and hi place was 
fi lled by Reuben Atwater of Vermont .  Th is  gen ­
tleman was u n ive rsal ly respected for  h i s  i n tegrity 
and good ense ; and hav ing been un iformly cou r­
teo and  di l ige n t. and havi ng atte nd  d t h i s  w 
Chap. X.] ARRIVAL AT DETROIT 239
business without disturbing or squabbling with his
neighbors, he has failed to make as conspicuous a
place in our local annals as if he had been less
exemplary.
Judge Bates remained on the bench a little
over a year. He found his associations unpleas-
ant, and with Judge Griffin more than unpleasant,
so much so as to have nearly led to a duel. He
resigned his commission in November, 1806, and
during the next winter was made Secretary of
Louisiana Territory, at St. Louis, where he remained
continuously in this and other responsible posi-
tions, and died in 1825, while Governor of the
State of Missouri. His resignation was a serious
misfortune for Michigan. After he left there was
no interruption in the unseemly quarrels and in-
trigues which brought the legislative board and
the court into contempt, and effectually checked
the prosperity of the Territory. But in the out-
set, and apparendy until Griffin came, there was
no serious clashing. The latter apparendy was not
entirely above mischief-making between Woodward
and his colleagues ; and while he generally ad-
hered to the views of Woodward, he never struck
out in any original path of good or evil.
The judges were appointed during good be-
havior, and Judge Woodward was presiding judge.
He arrived in Detroit on the 29th of June, 1805.
The Governor reached the town on the i st of
July. On Tuesday, July 2d, the Governor admin-
istered the oath of office to the other officers, and
organized the government
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C H AP.  X . ]  A R R I V AL A T  D ET R O I T .  239 
busines without d istu rbin or quabbl ing with h is  
ne ighbors he has fai led to make as conspicuous a 
place in ou r local an nal as if he had been les 
exemplary .  
J udge Bate remained on the bench a l i ttl 
over  a year. He found hi  a ociations unpleas­
ant, and with J udge riffm more than unpleasant .  
o much so as to have nearly led to a duel .  He 
resigned h i  comm1ss1on m ovem ber, 1 806 and 
du ring the next w in ter  was made ec retary of 
Lou isiana Territory, · t St .  Louis ,  where he remained 
continuous!) in thi s  and other respons ible posi­
tions  and died in 1 8 2 5 ,  whi le Governor of the 
State of Missouri .  H i  res ignation was a serious  
mis fortune for M ichigan .  Afte r he  left there wa 
no i n terruption i n  th unseemly quarrels and in ­
trigues which brought the leg islative board and 
the cou rt into contempt, and effectually checked 
the prosperity of the Territo ry . But  in  the ou t­
set, and apparentl) un til Griffin came the re was 
no ser ious clash ing. The 13:tte r apparently was not 
enti rely above m ischief-mak ing between Woodward 
and his colleagues · and while he generall) ad­
hered to the views of Woodward, he neve r truck 
ou t in any original path of good or  evi l .  
The judges were appointed du ring good be ­
havior and Judge \tVoodward wa pres id ing jud e .  
He  arrived in Detro it on the 29th of J u ne I o� . 
The Governor reached the town o.n the I t of 
J u ly .  On Tuesday, J u ly 2d the Gove rnor admin ­
istered the oath of office t the ther  ffi r . and 
' rganized th  g- v rnm n . 
240 DETROIT BURNED. TChap. X.
They found a very sad state of affairs. On
the iith day of June, 1805, a fire destroyed every
pubhc and private building in the town, except a
warehouse owned by Angus Mackintosh, and a
log-built bakery on the water's edge below the
bluff. The warm season had enabled the people
to camp out without discomfort, and those who
could not find refuge in the hospitable abodes
near by, and in Canada, had found rude shelter
on the domain adjoining. Some had already put
up new houses. The narrow streets and small
lots in the old town were not well fitted for the
growth of a settlement, and it was seen by all
that a more commodious plan should be devised.
In the uncertainty that existed concerning the
ownership and control of the domain, it was con-
cluded to lay out a town, and provide for the
present emergency, leaving all questions to be
settled in future. Lots were disposed of enough
to meet the necessity, and the case was held over
for the action of Congress.
Within the next three months a code of laws
was prepared, and adopted seriatim in sections
from day to day, by unanimous concurrence. The
statutes were well drawn and judicious, so far as
can be seen. Judicial matters received early at-
tention.
Small cases were left to be disposed of by
justices of the peace, and the Supreme Court was
vested with exclusive original jurisdiction over land
cases and capital criminal cases, and concurrent
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
23
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
240 D ETRO IT BU R N E D .  f H AP.  X .  
They fou nd a very sad state of  affairs .  On  
the 1 1 th day of J u ne,  1 80 5 ,  a fire destroyed every 
publ ic  and private bu i lding in the town, except a 
warehouse owned by Angus Mackin tosh, and a 
log-bu i lt  bakery on the water ' s  edge below the 
bluff. The warm season had enabled the people 
to camp out w ithou t discomfort, and those who 
could not find refuge i n  the hospitable abodes 
near by, and in Canada, had fou nd rude shel ter  
on the domain adjoini ng. Some had al ready pu t  
u p  new houses .  The narrow streets and  smal l 
lots in  the old town were not wel l  fi tted for the 
growth of a settlement, and it  was seen by all 
that a more commodious plan shoulq be devised. 
I n  the uncertain ty that existed concern ing the 
owne rship and control of the domai n ,  it was con ­
cluded to lay out  a town ,  and provide for the 
p resent emergency, leav ing all questions to be 
settled i n  futu re .  Lots were disposed of enough 
to meet the necessity, and the case was held over 
for the action of  Congress .  
Within the next three months a code of laws 
was prepared, and adopted serz'a tim in  ections 
from day to day, by u nanimous concu rrence .  The 
statutes were well drawn and judic ious ,  so far as 
can be seen .  Judic ial matte rs rece ived early at­
tention . 
Small cases  were left to be disposed of by 
j ustices of the peace , and the Supreme Cou rt was 
vested with exclusive original j u risdiction over land 
cases and capi tal cr iminal cases,  and concu rrent 
Chap. X.] COURT DISTRICTS. LOTTERIES. 241
jurisdiction over other civil controversies involving
more than two hundred (afterwards five hundred)
dollars, with appellate power g-enerally. The in-
termediate jurisdiction was vested in district courts
presided over by one of the judges. Three dis-
tricts were created by the Governor in the first
instance, called the Districts of Erie, Detroit and
Huron; the District of Erie comprehending the River
Raisin country from Ohio northward to the Huron
River, and the Detroit and Huron Districts, which
were temporarily thrown into one, extending to
Lake Huron. A fourth district was created which
extended to Mackinaw.
One of the earliest acts provided for raising
by four successive lotteries the sum of twenty
thousand dollars, for the encouragement of litera-
ture and the improvement of the city of Detroit.
This act, passed on the 9th of September, 1805,
is the first official recognition of its existence as
a city. Doubdess the Chief Jusdce had already
drawn in imaginadon the curious plan which his
sanguine fancy, looking forward seven or eight
centuries, saw filled out with the completest city
ever devised. Less than half a century saw more
than threefold its space completely built, but the
symmetrical scheme w^as not as fair in other eyes
as in his own. Colonel McKenney, in his "Tour
to the Lakes," aptly described it as representing
a spider's web with all its lines arranged with
reference to a principal centre. The affecdon of
its author for this device was extreme, and his
16
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CHAP. X . ]  COURT D I STRICTS. LOTTERI ES . 24 1 
j u risdiction over other  civi l  controversies i nvolving 
more than two hundred (afterwards five hundred) 
dqllars ,  with appel late power generally. The in­
termediate j u risdiction was vested in  d istric t  courts 
pres ided over by one of the judges. Three dis­
tricts were created by the Governor in the first 
instance, cal led the Districts of Erie ,  Detro i t  and 
H u ron ; the District of  Erie comprehending the River 
Rais in country from Ohio northward to the H u ron 
River, and the Detro i t  and H u ron D is tricts, which 
were temporarily thrown i nto one, extend ing to 
Lake H u ron .  A fourth d istrict  was created which 
extended to Mackinaw. 
One of the earl iest  acts provided for rais ing 
by four successive lotteries the su m of twenty 
thousand dollars, for  the encou ragement of l i tera­
tu re and the improvement of the c i ty of Detro it .  
This act, passed on the 9th of September, I 805 , 
i s  the first official recogni tion of i ts existence as 
a c i ty .  Doubtless the Chief J ustice had al ready 
drawn i n  imagination the curious plan which his 
sangu ine fancy, looking forward seven or e ight 
centuries , saw filled out with the completest city 
ever devised. Less than half a cen tury saw more 
than threefold its space completely bu i l t, bu t the 
symmetrical scheme was not as fair i n othe r eyes 
as in  his own.  Colonel McKen ney, in his " Tour 
to  the  Lakes," aptly described it as re pre e n  t ing 
a spider 's web with all i ts l ines arranged w i th 
reference to a principal centre . The affection of  
i ts author for this device was extreme,  and his 
1 6  
242 MILITIA. [Chap. X.
pride in it excessive ; and much of the trouble
that afterwards arose, and had its influence on the
peace of the Territory, came from the want of
respect among his colleagues for this darling child
of his genius, which was shorn of its fair propor-
tions and dislocated.
The Governor took immediate steps to enroll
the militia. Francis Chabert de Joncaire, Judge
Woodward, Elijah Brush and John Anderson, were
commissioned colonels, with other officers subordi-
nate. The act adopted for their government gave
the Governor power to call them out whenever
he chose, and his ill-advised course concerning
them was a source of trouble. He appears (as well
as some of his subordinates) to have had very high
views of military prerogative in time of peace ;
and the attempt to enforce the same nicety of
clothing and equipment customary in the regular
service, led to insubordination on the one hand
and anger on the other, which did not raise him
in popular esteem. But this trouble was not im-
mediate.
The appropriation bills show that a temporary
shelter, called a " bower," was built for the court.
The grand jury, when the court first met, pre-
sented the subject of land titles as requiring im-
mediate attention. No orovernment lands were in
market, and the unsettled condition of private es-
tates was an effectual hindrance to prosperity.
Until the commissioners reported, no one felt any
assurance of title, and their report showed that
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242 M I LITIA. [CHAI'. X .  
pride in i t  excessive ; and much of  the trouble 
that afterwards arose, and had its influence on the 
peace of the Territory, came from the want of  
respect among h is  colleagu es  for this  darl ing child 
of his gen iu s, which was shorn of i ts fair propor­
tions and dislocated. 
The Governor took immediate steps to enrol l  
the mi l i tia. Francis Chabert de J oncaire, J u dge 
Woodward, El ijah Brush and J ohn  Anderson ,  were 
commiss ioned colonels, with other officers su bordi­
nate. The act adopted for the ir  government  gav� 
the Governor power to cal l them ou t whenever 
he chose, and h is  i ll -advised course concern i ng 
them was a source of trouble. H e  appears (as well 
as some of his subordinates) to have had very high 
views of mi l i tary prerogative i n  t ime of peace ; 
and the attempt to enforce the same n icety of  
cloth ing and equ ipment customary i n  the regular 
service, led to i nsubordination on  the one hand 
and anger on the other, which did not raise him 
in popular esteem. Bu t  this trouble  was not im­
mediate. 
The app ropriation  bills show that a temporary 
shelter, called a " bower,"  was bui l t  for the court. 
The grand j u ry, when the cou rt first  met, p re­
sented the subj ect of land t itles as requiri ng im­
mediate attent ion .  N o  government lands were i n  
market, and the u nsettled condi tion of private es­
tates was an effectual h indrance to prosperity. 
Un til the commissioners reported, no one fel t  any 
assu rance of t itle ,  and their report show d hat 
Chap. X.| LAND TITLES. 243
there were only six good farm titles in the Ter-
ritory. The Governor and Chief Justice both
went to Washington, and obtained favorable legis-
lation. April 2 1 St, 1806, the Governor and Judges
were authorized by Congress to lay out a town,
including the old town of Detroit and ten thous-
and acres adjacent, to settle all private claims for
lots, and to convey a lot of fifty feet by one hun-
dred to every person over seventeen years old
owning or inhabiting a house at the time of the
fire. The remaining land was to be sold to build
a court house and jail. Both of these were built
many years thereafter, and the court house became
the Territorial and State Capitol, until the seat of
government was removed to Lansing. It was
then devoted to the purposes of a union school,
and is now, with additions, the Detroit High
School.
On the 3d of March, 1807, an act of Congress
was passed granting to each person, or the grantees
or heirs of each person, who possessed and
occupied lands on the first day of July, 1796, a
title to such lands, not exceeding six hundred and
forty acres in each tract. Subsequent laws were
from time to time passed giving additional grants
and pre-emptions to such persons, and in Macki-
naw and the remoter districts fixincr die date of
possession at July first, 181 2. Most of these
claims had already been presented to the Land
Commissioners for allowance, as held under color
of British, French and Indian titles. The lands
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CHAP. x. 1 LAN D  TITLES .  24 3 
there were only six good farm titl es in the Te r­
ritory. The Governor  and Chief Ju stice both 
went  to Washington , and obtained favorable legis­
lation . April 2 r st, r 806, the Governor and J udges 
were authorized by Congress to lay ou t a town,  
including the old town of Detroi t  and ten thous­
and acres adjacent, to settle al l private claims for 
lots, and to convey a lot  of  fifty feet by one hun­
dred to every person over seven teen years old 
own ing or inhabit ing a house at the time of the 
fi re .  The remain ing land was to be sold to bui ld 
. a cou rt house and jai l .  Both of these were bu i lt  
many years the reafter, and the court house became 
the Terri torial and State Capitol , unti l the seat of 
government was removed to Lansing. I t  was 
then devoted to the purposes of a u n ion school , 
and is now, with addit ions, the Detroit H igh 
School . 
On the 3d of  March, r 807 ,  an act of Congress 
was passed granting to each person, or the grantees 
or  he irs of each person, who possessed and 
occupied lands on the fi rst day of  J u ly, r 796, a 
t itle to such lands, not exceeding six hu ndred and 
forty acres in  each tract. Subsequent laws were 
from time to t ime passed giving addi tional grants 
and pre-emptions to such persons, and in Mack i­
naw and the remoter districts fixing th e date of 
possession at J u ly  first, 1 8 1 2 . l\!I ost of these 
claims had al ready been presented to the and 
Commissioners for allowance, as held u nder colo r 
of British, French ancl I ndian titl e . The land 
244 BANK OF DETROIT. [Cmap. X.
outside of Detroit were not managed by the
Governor and Judges. After providing for all
these cases there were adjacent lands extending
back about three miles further from Detroit
River, which might have been put into the market,
but were not, as the surveys were postponed.
Much discord arose in the meetings of the
Governor and Judges, in their new functions as a
land-board for Detroit lands. They are of no
interest as matters of history, except as explain-
ing how the various Territorial functionaries be-
came embroiled, so as not only to prevent proper
legislation, but also to impair confidence in all
of them.
Another transaction was not without bitter
fruits. Early in 1806, Russel Sturges and other
Boston capitalists made arrangements to organize
a bank in Detroit, with a capital of ^400,000,
a very large sum in those days. It was designed
to be used in connection with their fur-trade.
Their petition to the Governor and Judges was
dated early in the spring, and they not only
appointed their cashier, but built their bank, before
they received their charter, which was given in
September, 1806. Judge Woodward was made
President of the bank, which began operations,
and issued bills. The act creating it was dis-
approved by Congress, in March, 1807, and gave
rise to very severe attacks on the Governor and
Judges. Judge Woodward was threatened with
impeachment for this and other misconduct, and
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244 B A N K  OF D ETROIT. (C:HAP. X. 
outside of Detro i t  were not managed by the 
Governor and Judges. After provid ing for all 
these cases there were adjacen t  lands extending 
back about three miles fu rther from Detroit  
River, which might have been put into the market, 
but were not, as the surveys were postponed. 
Much discord ar�se in  the meetings of the 
Governor and J udges, in the i r  new functions as a 
land-board for D etro i t  lands. They are of no 
in terest as  matters of history, except as  explain­
ing how the various Territorial fu nctionaries be­
came embroi led,  so as not only to prevent p roper 
legislation, but also to impair confidence in all 
of them. 
Another transaction was not wi thou t b i tter 
frui ts .  Early in  r 806, Russel S tu rges and other  
Boston capi tali s ts made arrangements to  organize 
a bank in  Detroi t, with a capi tal of $400,000, 
a very large sum i n  those days. I t  was designed 
to be u sed in connection with the i r  fu r-trade. 
Their  petit ion to the Governor  and J udges was 
dated early in the spring, and they not only 
appointed the i r  cashier, but built the ir  bank, before 
they received the i r  charter, which was given i n  
September, 1 806.  Judge Woodward was made 
President  of the bank, which began operations, 
and issued bi l ls .  The act creating it was d is­
approved by Congress, i n  March, r 807 ,  and gave 
rise to very severe attacks on the Governor and 
Judges. J udge Woodward was threatened with 
impeachment for this  and other m isconduct, and 
Chap. X.] DISCORDS IN THE BOARD. 245
Governor Hull's re-nomination in 1808 was op-
posed, but unsuccessfully. On the 23d of April,
1808, Judge Witherell was appointed judge to
succeed Judge Bates. It appears that after Bates'
departure, Woodward and Griffin had everything
their own way, and paid no attention to the Gov-
ernor, who was left in a hopeless minority ; and
that they used their power with some insolence
and malice. Judge Witherell was as firm as
Woodward, but much more quiet in his ways.
His coming gave the Governor the support he
needed, as well as the suggestions of a more
masculine intellect, and the tables were turned.
Henceforth, upon the question of the plan and
various other matters of difference, the absence of
any one of the four sometimes led to hostile
legislation by the opposing majority present.
The bank, in spite of the action of Congress,
continued to do business. In September, 1808,
when Judge Woodward was absent in Washington,
Judge Witherell introduced and passed, against
Griffin's opposition, a criminal bill of various pains
and penalties, which, among other things, punished
unauthorized banking. This ended the Bank of
Detroit, but was never forgiven by Judge Wood-
ward, who, as long as he remained on the bench,
was never on pleasant terms with Judge With-
erell, and they never exchanged words, if they
could avoid it, except officially.
Much feeling is said to have been roused by
the course of Woodward in 1806, concernino- cer-
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CHAP. X , ]  DISCORDS I N  T H E  BOARD. 245 
Governor Hu ll 's  re-nomination i n  I 808 was op­
posed, but u nsuccessfully. On the 2 3d of Apri l ,  
r 808 ,  Judge Wi therell was appointed judge to 
succeed J udge Bates. It appears that after Bates' 
departure, Woodward and Griffin had everything 
thei r  own way, and paid no attention to the Gov­
ernor, who was left in a hopeless minori ty ; and 
that they used the ir  power wi th some i nsolence 
and malice. Judge Witherell was as fi rm as 
Woodward, but much more qu iet  in his ways. 
H is coming gave the Governor the support he 
needed, as well  as the suggestions of a more 
mascul ine intellect, and the tables were tu rned. 
H enceforth, upon the question of the plan and 
various other matters of d ifference, the absence of 
any one of  the fou r  sometimes led to hosti le  
legislation by the opposing major ity present .  
The bank, i n  spite of the act ion of Congress, 
continued to do bus iness. In September, 1 808, 
when Judge Woodward was absent in Washington, 
Judge W itherell i n troduced and passed, against 
Griffin's  opposit ion, a crim inal bi l l  of various pains 
and penalties ,  which, among other thi ngs, punished 
u nauthorized bank ing. This  ended the Bank of 
Detroit, but was never forgiven by Judge Wood­
ward, who, as long as he remained on the bench,  
was never on pleasant terms with Judge With­
erel l ,  and they never exchanged words, if they 
could avoid i t, except official ly. 
Much feel ing is said to have been roused by 
the course of Woodward in I 806, concerning cer-
246 SLAVES. rcHAP. X.
tain persons convicted of kidnapping. Some Brit-
ish deserters were captured in Detroit by British
officers, aided by one or more American officers,
and the offenders were tried by jury and sentenced
to fine and imprisonment. Some days thereafter
Woodward changed the punishment to a nominal
fine of a few cents. Why this was done does
not appear. He was not a man of British sym-
pathies, and on a subsequent occasion, many years
later, expressed himself in favor of a heavier pun-
ishment for such cases than his brethren assent-
ed to.
In 1807 a very curious case arose concerning
slavery. Mrs. Catharine Tucker was required, upon
habeas corpus, to answer for the detention of
Elizabeth and Scipio Denison, persons of color,
and she justified on the ground that they were
held as slaves at the time of the surrender of
the post in 1796, and were assured to her under
Jay's Treaty, in spite of the provision against
slavery in the ordinance of 1787. Judge Wood-
ward gave the matter a very elaborate examina-
tion, and wrote a full opinion sustaining her right.
The case was decided on the 23d of September.
A few days after, application \vas made for the
arrest and delivery of some Pawnee and mulatto
slaves who had escaped from their masters, Mr.
Pattinson and Matthew Elliott, who resided in
Canada. In this case the decision was emphatic
that there was no obligation to give up fugitives
from a foreign jurisdiction. Thereupon Lisette
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246 fCHAP. X. 
tain  pe rsons convicted of k idnapping. Some B ri t­
i sh dese rters were captu red i n  Detroi t  by B rit ish 
officers, aided by one or  more American officers,  
and the offenders were tried by j u ry and sentenced 
to fine and imprisonment. Some days thereafter 
Woodward changed the punishment to a nominal 
fine of_ a few cents .  Why this was done does 
not appear. H e  was not  a man of Bri tish sym­
pathies ,  and on a subsequent  occasion,  many years 
later, expressed himself i n  favor  of a heavier pun­
ishment for such cases than h is  brethren assent­
ed to . 
I n  r 807 a very cu  nous case arose concern mg 
slavery.  M rs .  Catharine  Tu cker was requ i red, upon 
lzabeas corpus, to answer for the detention of 
Elizabeth and Sc ipio Den ison, persons of color, 
and she j u stified on the ground that they were 
held as slaves at the time of the su rrender of 
the post in 1 796, and were assured to her  under 
Jay 's  Treaty, i n  spite of the provision against 
s lavery in the ordinance of r 78 7 .  Ju dge Wood­
ward gave the matter a very elaborate examina­
tion ,  and w rote a ful l  opin ion susta in ing her right .  
The case was decided on the 2 3d of September. 
A few clays after, appl i cation as made for the 
arrest and del ivery of some Pawnee and mulatto 
laves who had escaped from the ir  masters ,  M r. 
Pattinson and Matthew Ell iott, who resided in  
Canada. In  this  case the decis ion . was  emphatic 
that the re was no obl igation to give up fugi tives 
from a foreign j u risdiction . Thereupon Lisette 
Chap. X.J INDIAN TREATY. 247
and Scipio went over the river into 'Canada,
where the same doctrines were enforced, and took
refuge with Mr. Askin ; and they were for a
time employed in the family of Angus Mackin-
tosh. They subsequently came back and were
never molested, — remaining with Colonel Brush,
Judge Sibley and Major Biddle, most of their
lives. Lisette accumulated some property. The
attempt to obtain Mr. Elliott's servants led to
a disturbance. His agent was tarred and feath-
ered, and himself treated with some indignity.
During the year 1807, Governor Hull held a
council at Detroit with the Ottawas, Chippewas,
Wyandots and Potawatamies, and a treaty was
signed on the 17th day of November, whereby
they ceded to the United States (excepting some
small reserves) the country in the southeast
part of the Territory, bounded west by the prin-
cipal meridian, which is about seventy-five miles
west of Detroit River, running as far up as the
latitude of the present Fort Gratiot, and thence
northeast to White Rock in Lake Huron. This
tract coincides very nearly with the land pur-
chased from the Indians and sold by Schiefflin
and others to Smith in 1 797. By this cession a
large region was opened and made subject to
survey and sale ; but the surveys were postponed,
and there was no more land to be bought after
the treaty than before.
No doubt a chief reason for not hastening the
surveys and sales of lands was found in the fear
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and Scipio went over the river in to 1Canada, 
where the same doctrines were enforced, and took 
refuge with M r. Askin ; and they were for a 
time employed i n  the family of Angus Mackin­
tosh.  They subsequently came back and were 
never molested,-remain ing w ith Colonel Brush, 
Judge Sibley and Maj or Biddle, most of the i r  
l ives.  Lisette accumulated some property. The 
attempt to obtain M r. Ell iott 's servants led to 
a distu rbance. H is agent was tarred and feath­
ered, and himself treated with some indignity .  
During the year 1 807 ,  Governor H ul l  held a 
cou ncil at Detroit  w ith the Ottawas, Chippewas, 
Wyandots and Potawatamies, and a treaty was 
signed on the 1 7th day of November, whereby 
they ceded to the U ni ted States (excepting some 
small reserves) the country in the sou th east 
part of the Territory, bounded west by the prin­
cipal meridian, which is about seventy-five miles 
west of Detroit  River, ru nning as far up  as the 
latitude of the present Fort Gratiot, and thence 
northeast to White Rock in  Lake Huron. This 
tract coincides very nearly wi th the land pu r­
chased from the Indians and sold by Schieffiin 
and others to Smith in r 797 .  By this cession a 
large region was opened and made subj ect to 
su rvey and sale ; bu t the su rveys were postponed, 
and there was no more land to be bought after 
the treaty than before. 
No doubt a chie f reason for not hastening the 
su rveys and sales of lands was found in the fear 
248 t)ETkOlT FORTIFIED. [Chap. X.
of Indian troubles. In memorials sent to protest
against Hull's reappointment in 1808, he is charged
with timidity, and exciting groundless alarms con-
cerning Indian attacks, and with using undignified
means to conciliate individual Indians who should
have been punished. It is difficult now to know
how much he was censurable for these alarms,
but their open expression was not prudent. They
were not then, though they were soon after, shared
by others. A timid bearing has always encouraged
hostilities from whites and Indians both ; and Gov-
ernor Hull's conduct is generally regarded, during
his administration, as characterized by alternate fits
of activity and vacillation, not traceable altogether
to want of courage so much as to infirmity of
purpose. He at any rate must have convinced
the War Department of the correctness of his
suspicions, as in 1807 the town was ordered to be
stockaded; and accordingly he or the Secretary
(for accounts differ) ran a line of high pickets,
with occasional block houses, along the eastern
bound of the settlement, including the Domain
and adjoining houses, as far north as the street
now known as Michigan avenue, and thence
west to the Cass Farm and south to the river,
including the fort and all public and private build-
ings. Where the stockade crossed Jefferson Ave-
nue, at the upper end of the Biddle House (then
Governor Hull's own mansion), there was a large
block house with artillery; and a gate contiguous
to the old citadel stood at the western end of
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of Ind ian troubles .  I n  memorials sent  to protest 
against H ul l ' s  reappoin tment  i n  1 808 , he is charged 
with t imidity, and excit ing groundless  alarms con­
cern ing Ind ian attacks, and with u s ing u ndign ified 
means to conci l iate i ndividual Indians who shou ld  
have been  pun ished. I t  i s  d ifficu l t  now to know 
how much he was censurable for these alarms, 
but the ir  open expression was not  pru dent. They 
were not then ,  though they were soon after, shared 
by others .  A tim id bearing has always encou raged 
hosti l i t ies from whites and I ndians both ; and Gov­
ernor H u l l ' s  conduct i s  generally regarded, du ring 
his admin istration ,  as characterized by alternate fi ts 
of activi ty and vac il lation , not  traceable altogether . 
to wan t  of cou rage so much as to infirmi ty of  
purpose.  H e  at a ny rate must  have . convinced 
the War Department  of the correctness of h is  
su spicions, as in  r 807 the town was ordered to be 
stockaded ; and accordingly he or  the Secretary 
(for accou n ts differ) ran a l i ne  of high pickets, · 
with occasional block houses, along the eastern 
bound  of the settlement, including the Domain 
and adjoi n ing houses ,  as far north as the street 
now k nown as Mich igan avenue, and thence 
west to the Cass Farm and sou th to the r iver, 
i nclu di ng the fort and al l publ ic and private bui ld­
ings. \i\There the s tockade c rossed J efferson Ave­
nue ,  at the upper end of the B iddle House (then 
overnor Hul l ' s  own mans ion) ,  there was a large 
block house with artil lery ; and a gate contiguous 
to the old c itadel stood at the western end of 
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Jefferson Avenue, where the high bluff crossed it,
commanding the approaches from the west.
The memorials complain not only that this
work was imperfect, but that the Governor had,
without authority, compelled companies of militia
to labor in digging trenches and planting pickets,
as if they had been in regular pay and service.
While the evident share of Judge Woodward in
getting up the memorials requires the use of care
in judging of the correctness of the criticism of
the Governor's acts, it cannot be assumed that
statements of specific facts are unfounded ; and
his stretch of vexatious authority over the militia
in some matters is shown by his own statements.
The early military governors had been too famil-
iar with the habits of the British commanders be-
fore the Revolution, to be as careful as they should
have been concerning popular rights. In this re-
spect Governor Hull did not stand alone, but such
conduct was very obnoxious to the people on the
frontier.
The Governor also incurred universal censure
by enrolling a separate company of negro militia
composed entirely, or almost entirely, of recent
fugitives from Canada, who were not native citi-
zens, and could not then become naturalized. The
act of Congress allowed none but whites to be
enrolled, and the state of feeling at that time did
not authorize such a violation of law.
In 1808, Judge Woodward, on his departure
for Washington, laid before the Legislative Board
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J efferson Avenue, where the high bluff crossed it ,  
commanding the approaches from the west. 
The memorials complain not only that this  
work was imperfect, but that the Governor had, 
without authority, compelled companies of mil i tia 
to labor in  digging trenches and planting pickets, 
as if  they had been in regular pay and service. 
While the evident  share of Judge Woodward in 
getting up the memorial s requ ires the u se of care 
in j udging of the correctness of the criticism of 
the Governor's acts, it cannot be assumed that 
statements of specific facts are un founded ; and 
his stretch of vexatious authority over the mil i tia 
in  some matters is shown by his own statements .  
The early mil itary governors had been too famil­
iar with the habits of the B ritish commanders be­
fore the Revolu tion, to be as careful as they should 
have been concerning popular rights. I n  thi s  re­
spect Governor H u ll did not stand alone, but such 
conduct was very obnoxious to the people on the 
f rontier. 
The Governor also incu rred u niversal censure 
by enroll ing a separate company of negro mil i tia  
composed entirely, or almost enti rely, of recent 
fugitives from Canada, who were not native citi­
zens, and could not then become natu ralized. The 
act of Congress allowed none but whites to be 
enrolled, and the state of feel ing at that time did 
not au thorize such a violation of law. 
I n  r 808, J udge Woodward, on his  departure 
for Washington, laid before the Legislative Board 
250 QUARRELS. [Chap. X.
a series of abusive resolutions and charges against
the Governor, which the latter was unwise enough
to reply to at length ; — and this was all that
Woodward desired. He knew very well that no
such resolutions could pass without his own vote,
if at all. This, and some other transactions, seem
to indicate that the Legislative Board (properly
resembling very closely a privy council) had
adopted the habit of holding public sessions, and
airing its dissensions before the populace. There
is no other means of accounting for the ridiculous
vaporing and pomposity of the Chief Justice, and
his indecent strictures upon his associates, nor for
the counter-blasts, more decent and dignified, but
not judicious, which came from his antagonists.
There was a general spirit of pugnacity manifest
at their meetings.
But Woodward's conduct at times reached
such a pitch as to be beyond excuse. Having
on one occasion made an order in a cause which
created some feeling. Major John Whipple,
(father of the chief justice of that name), meeting
him in the street, used some severe and opprobri-
ous language. Judge Woodward undertook to
treat this as a contempt of court, and imposed a
fine. Some months afterwards, in February, 1809,
Governor Hull pardoned the offence, as he had a
right, and as was perhaps required in common
justice. This led afterwards to difficulty.
The district courts, first created in 1805, had
been modified by a statute of 1807, which gave
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250 QUARR ELS. [CHAP. X. 
a series of abus ive resolu tions and charges against 
the Governor, which the latter was u nwise enough 
to reply to at l ength ; - and thi s  was all that 
Woodward desired.  He knew very wel l  that no 
su ch resolut ions could pass without his own vote, 
i f  at all . This ,  and some other transactions, seem 
to indicate that the Legislative Board (properly 
resembling very closely a privy counci l )  had 
adopted the habit  of hold ing publ ic  sessions,  and 
a iring i ts d issensions before the populace .  There 
is no other means of accou nting for the rid iculous 
vaporing and pomposity of the Chief J u stice, and 
his indecen t strictu res u pon h is  associates, nor for 
the counter-blasts, more decent and dignified, but 
not j udic ious ,  which came from his antagonists. 
There was a general spiri t  of pugnacity manifest 
at the i r  meetings . 
Bu t  Woodward's conduct at t imes reached 
such a p i tch as to be beyond excuse.  H aving 
on one occasion made an order in a cause which 
created some feel ing, M ajor John Whipple, 
(father  of the chief  j u stice of  that name) , meeting 
him in  the street, u sed some severe and opprobri­
ous language . J u dge Woodward u ndertook to 
treat this as a con tern pt of cou rt, and imposed a 
fine. Some months afterwards, in  February, 1 809, 
Governor H ul l  pardoned the offence, as he had a 
right, and as was perhaps requ i red in common 
j ustice . This l ed  afterwards to difficu l ty. 
Th d istrict cou rts, first creat d in I 80 5, had 
been modified by a statute of 1 807 ,  which gave 
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them some of the financial and administrative
duties generally performed by the quarter-sessions
or county boards, and provided that they should
be held by a chief justice and two associates " of
integrity, experience and legal knowledge," ap-
pointed by the Governor. George McDougall was
first chief justice, and James Abbott and Jacob
Visger' associates. These gentlemen were not
admitted attorneys or counsellors, but were fairly
educated and judicious men, fully competent for
their duties. In August, 1809, Major Whipple
was appointed associate judge of this court for
the District of Detroit and Erie. In the latter
part of September, Judge Woodward, treating
this as a personal slight, procured a grand jury
to present the Governor as having granted an
illegal pardon ; and the same subservient body,
doubtless in response to suggestion, recommended
the enforcement of the fine, w^hich Woodward
carried out by process against Major Whipple.
While this presents the chief justice in a very
disgraceful light, it indicates great weakness in a
governor who year after year submitted to such
insults and invasions of right, without seeking any
remedy beyond proclamations and counter resolves.
The same grand jury was induced not only to
present the Governor, but also Judge Witherell,
for unwise legislation, and to declare their laws
passed in W^oodward's absence as " unnecessary,
I The writer first read Blackstone in what had been Judge Visger's
Copy of that author, now in his possession.
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them some of  the financial and admin istrative 
duties generally performed by the quarter-sessions  
or  county boards, and provided that they should 
be held by a chief j u stice and two associates " of 
i ntegrity, experience an d legal knowledge," ap­
poin ted by the Governor .  George McDougall was 
fi rst chief j u stice, and James Abbott and Jacob 
Visger1 associates .  Th ese gen tlemen were not 
admitted attorneys o r  cou nsellors, but were fairly 
educated and judic ious  men, ful ly competent  for 
the ir  du ties .  I n  August, I 809, Major  Whipple 
was appointed associate j u dge of  this  cou rt for  
the D istr ict of Detroit  and Erie .  In the latter 
part of September, J udge Woodward, treating 
this as a personal s light, procured a grand j u ry 
to present the Governor  as having granted an 
i l legal pardon ; and the same subservient body, 
doubtless in response to suggestion ,  recommended 
the enforcement of the fine, which Woodward 
carried ou t by p rocess against Major  Whipple .  
Whi le  this presents the chief j ustice in  a very 
disgracefu l  l ight, i t  i nd icates great weakness i n  a 
gove rnor  who year afte r year submi tted to such 
insu l ts and invasions of right, withou t seeking any 
remedy beyond proclamations and cou n ter  resolves .  
The same grand j u ry was induced not only to 
present the Governor, bu t al so J u dge V\ i therel l ,  
for u nwise legislation, and to declare the i r  laws 
passed in V\T oodward 's  absence a " u nnecessary, 
1 1'he wri ter first read Blackstone in what had heen Judge Visger's 
cupy of t h at auth or, 1 1 0 1, i n  his possessi n .  
252 JUDGE WOODWARD. • [Chap. X.
nugatory and a nuisance." Fortified by this pro-
found legal authority, Woodward and his echo
Griffin, a few days after, declared the whole body
of laws passed in Woodward's absence invalid,
because not signed by the individual names of
the members of the board, instead of by the
chairman and secretary. Sometimes the grand
jury presented Woodward; but their action in such
case was not deemed so correct.
That conduct like this should effectually
destroy all the moral force of authority was
inevitable. The peculiarities of Judge Woodward
were such as almost to render it doubtful at
times whether he was not something more than
eccentric; while on the other hand his conduct
was usually reasonable and becoming, when he
was in a position where he was not tempted to
act insolently, or where there were strong reasons
of policy. During the war of 1812, he was
intrepid and active as well as useful in mediat-
ing with the British authorities, and was long the
only person who effectually interposed to protect
the American citizens in Detroit, and to urge
redress for their injuries elsewhere. Under
General Cass's administration, while often enough
provoking resentment from private and official
individuals, he did not indulge in such conduct in
the board or elsewhere as he used towards Hull,
against whom he had a peculiar antipathy. On
the bench, however, the recollections of business
men indicate that there could not have been any
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252 JUDGE WOO DWARD .  [CHAP. X .  
nugatory and a nui sance . "  Fortified by this p ro­
found legal authori ty, Woodward and his echo 
Griffin, a few days after, declared the whole body 
of laws passed in Woodward's absence inval id, 
because not signed by the indiv idu al names of 
the members of the board, i nstead of by the 
chai rman and secretary. Sometimes the grand 
j u ry presented Woodward ; but their action in such 
case was not deemed so correct. 
That conduct like thi s  should effectually 
destroy all the moral force of authority was 
inevitable .  The pecul iarities of J udge Woodward 
were su ch as almost to render it doubtful at  
times whether he was not something more than 
eccentri c ; while on the other hand his conduct 
was usual ly reasonable an? becoming, when he 
was in  a pos ition where he was not tem pted to 
act insolently, or where there were strong reasons 
of policy .  Du ring the war of 1 8  r 2 ,  he was 
intrepid and active as well as useful in  mediat­
ing with the B ritish authorit ies ,  and was long the 
only person who effectually interposed to protect 
the American c itizens in Detroit, and to u rge 
redress for the ir  mJu ries elsewhere . Under 
General Cass's administration, while often enough 
provoking resentment  from private and official 
individuals, he did not i ndulge in such conduct in  
the board or elsewhere as  he u sed towards Hu ll, 
against whom he had a pecul iar antipathy. On 
the bench, however, the recollections of business 
men indicate that there could not have been any 
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thorough improvement in harmony, and both he
and Griffin were finally legislated out of office.
His personal habits were slovenly, and his room
was conspicuous for disorder. His worst habit,
however, was that sort of audacious impudence
which, under the name of eccentricity, has some-
times characterized men of mark, and even made
them to be imagined greater than if they had
behaved themselves with more civility. John
Randolph was an instance of this kind.
In the early Territorial days it had not become
so discreditable as it has been in our time for
persons insulted to use what Blackstone would have
classed among "remedies by act of the party;"
and Judge Woodward often provoked, and some-
times received this treatment, while no doubt he
much oftener deserved it. If the Governor had
ever forgotten his dignity in this way, instead of
in less effective conduct, he might perhaps have
secured peace, and had better fortune. But
Woodward, who never respected him, had dis-
covered his weak points, and that he was more
prompt in asserting his rights than in defending
them, and so took a malicious pleasure in aggra-
vating him. But beyond this, the Chief Justice
regarded himself as the only man in the Territory
whose views should pass current without question ;
and enforced this doctrine when he could.
These quarrels had a bad effect on the public
peace. Each of the contending powers had pre-
rogatives which made it to the interest of various
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thorough improvement in harmony, and both he 
and Griffin were final ly legislated out · of office. 
H is personal habits were slovenly, and his room 
was conspicuous for disorder. H is worst habit ,  
however, was that sort of audacious impudence 
which, u nder the name of eccentric i ty, has some­
times characterized men of  mark, and even made 
them to be im·agined greater than i f  they had 
behaved themselves with more civi l i ty .  John 
Randolph was an i ns tance of this k ind .  
In the early Territorial days i t  had not become 
so discreditable as i t  has been in  our  time for  
persons insulted to  use  what B lackstone would  have 
classed among " remedies by act of the party ; "  
and  J u dge Woodward often provoked, and some­
t imes received thi s  treatment, whi le no doubt he 
much oftener deserved i t . I f  the Governor had 
ever forgotten his d ign ity in this way, instead of 
in less effective conduct, he m ight perhaps · have 
secu red peace, and had better fortu ne.  But  
Woodward, who never respected him, had dis­
covered his weak po ints ,  and that he was more 
prompt i n  asserting h is  rights than i n  defending 
them, and so took a mal ic ious pleasure i n  aggra­
vating him. But  beyond this ,  the Chief Jus tice 
regarded h imself as the only man in the Territory 
whose v iews should pass cu rrent without  question · 
and enforced this  doctrine when he cou ld.  
These quarrels had a bad effect on the publ ic  
peace. Each of the contending powers had pre­
rogatives which made it to the interest of various  
254 SOCIAL CONDITION. [Chap. X.
persons to conciliate him. Each had, therefore,
his greater and lesser satellites, and among them
personal encounters were common. Whether the
town was more turbulent than other border towns
at that period may be doubted. But the offend-
ers were oftener brought before the courts, and
were generally men of standing.
The social condition of the town was good.
It had an unusual proportion of educated and
refined people, and a fair general standard of edu-
cation. Unfortunately the earliest school law,
passed in 1809, was never printed, and has dis-
appeared. There was no permanent newspaper
press until 181 7, although in 1809 a small paper
was published a little while. We have no full
knowledge of the number or condition of schools.
But an examination of our public records shows
that a very large portion of the inhabitants, both
French and English, had at least an ordinary edu-
cation. Their papers and signatures show a habit
of using the pen, and their accounts are neatly
and accurately kept. • In spelling French words
there are tokens that much was taught by the ear
instead of the eye, but the orthography of that
language was not perfectly followed by many
very distinguished men under the French regime,
and the blunders found occasionally in our French
papers are no worse than abound in public docu-
ments. Napoleon has credit for similar mistakes ;
and in our own language fifty years ago (if not
to-day) inaccurate spelling was not proof of ig-
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254 O C I A L  CON DITIO N . [CHAP. X .  
persons to concil iate him. Each had, therefore,  
his greate r and lesser satel l i tes, and among them 
personal encou nters were common.  Whether the 
town was more turbu lent  than other border towns 
at that period may be doubted. But the offend­
e rs were oftener  brought before the courts, and 
were generally men of  standing. 
The social condition of the town was good. 
I t  had an u nu sual proportion of educated and 
refined people ,  and a fai r general standard of edu­
cation.  U nfortu nately the earl iest  school law, 
passed m r 809, was never printed, and has dis­
appeared. There was no permanent newspaper 
press u ntil I 8 I 7 �  although i n  r 809 a small paper 
�as publ ished a l i ttle while .  We have no ful l  
k nowledge of the number or  condition of  schools .  
But an examination of ou r publ ic records shows 
that a very large portion of the inhabi tants ,  both 
French and Engl ish, had at least an ordinary edu ­
cation .  Their  papers and  signatures show a habit 
of u s ing the pen, and the ir  accounts are neatly 
and accu rately kept. · In spell ing French words 
there are tokens that much was taught by the ear 
instead of the eye, bu t the orthography of  that 
language was not perfectly followed by many 
very distingu ished men u nder the French regime, 
and the blu nders found occasionally in ou r French 
papers are no worse than abound in public docu ­
ments .  Napoleon has credit for  s imilar m istakes ; 
and in o u r  ow n language fifty years ago ( i f n t 
to-day) inaccurate spell ing was not proof of ig-
<^"AP. X.] FATHER RICHARD. 255
norance. In most garrisons where there were
children some pains were taken to teach them.
We know from the character of the early immi-
grants and natives of Detroit that they would not
allow their children to lack education ; and so far
as we have facts they all tend to prove this. In
1798 Father Gabriel Richard, a priest of the Or-
der of St. Sulpice, first came as resident pastor
of the Catholic church of St. Anne. His tall and
sepulchral figure was familiar to every one during
the long period during which he filled his sacred
mission. He was not only a man of elegant
learning, but of excellent common sense, and a
very public-spirited citizen. He encouraged edu-
cation in every way, not only by organizing and
patronizing schools for the immediate trainino- of
his own people, but by favoring all other proper
schemes for general intelligence. He brought to
Detroit the earliest printing-press that was known
in the Territory, and in 1809 published a small
gazette called the ''Michigan Essay, or Impartial
Observer." He also compiled and published some
religious and educational works for his own flock,
and some selections from French authors for read-
ing. He was an early officer of the University,
and a teacher or professor in it. His acquaint-
ance was prized among Protestants as well as
Catholics. His quaint humor and shrewd sense,
m no way weakened by his imperfect pronuncia-
tion of English, are pleasantly remembered by all
who had the fortune to know him; while his brief
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CHAP. X . ]  FATH ER R I C H ARD.  255 
norance .  In most garrisons where there were 
children  some pain s  were taken to teach them. 
We know from the character of the early immi ­
grants and natives of Detroi t  that they would not  
allow the ir  chi ldren to  lack education  ; and so far 
as  we have facts they all tend  to  prove this .  I n  
1 7 9  Father  Gabriel Ri chard, a priest of the Or­
der of St .  Sulp ice, fi rst came as residen t  pastor 
of  the Cathol ic chu rch of St .  Anne .  H is tal l and 
epulchral figure was famil iar to every one du ring 
the long period du ring which he filled h is  sacred 
m iss10n .  He was not only a man of elegant 
learn ing, but of excel lent  common sense, and a 
very publ ic-sp iri ted cit izen .  H e  encou raged edu ­
cation i n  every way, not  only by organiz ing and 
patron iz ing schools for the immediate train ing of 
h is  own people, bu t by favoring all o ther  proper 
schemes for general in tell igence.  He brought to 
Detroi t  the earl iest p rin ting-press that was k nown 
i n  the Terri tory, and i n  1 809 published a small 
gazette cal led the " Michigan Essay, or Impartial 
Observer. " He  also compiled and publ ished some 
rel igiou s  and educational works for h is  own flock, 
and some selections from French au thors for read­
mg. H e  was an early officer of the Un ivers i ty, 
and a teacher or professor in i t. H is acquain t­
ance was prized among Protestants as well as 
Cathol ics .  H is uain t humor and shrewd sense ,  
m n way weak n d b) h is  imperfect pronu nc ia­
tion of En l i  h, a r  pleasantly remembered by all 
'vho had the fortune  to know him ; while h i s  brief 
256 SCHOOLS. [Chap. X.
prayer for the Legislature, that they might make
laws for the people and not for themselves, was
a very comprehensive summary of sound political
philosophy.
The researches of some of our citizens have
led to the discovery of several names of teachers
who flourished before the days of newspapers,
although no doubt many more have been forgotten.
The Reverend David Bacon (father of Dr. Leo-
nard Bacon) taught a school at Detroit in 1802.
Miss Elizabeth Williams, (daughter of Thomas
Williams before mentioned), and her cousin Miss
Angelique Campau, taught schools as early as
1808, and the school of the former and of her
associates and successors was continued many
years. From 1 8 1 2 to 1 8 1 8 a classical school was
kept up by Mr. Payne and Reverend John
Monteith. In 181 6 a common school on the New
England plan was opened under Mr. Danforth.
After the organization of the University, in 181 7
or 1 81 8, teachers were abundant, and schools
thorough and excellent, and more than one of
these teachers became eminent in civil and military
life. Teaching was a common occupation among
ambitious men preparing for their future career.
Not very long after Michigan Territory was
organized, the Indians began to complain of the
advance of the white men, and that they had
signed treaties which they did not understand.
No encroachment had been made on the Indians
in Michigan, and the Indians there had not
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256 SCHOOLS . rcHAP. x .  
prayer for the Legislature, that they might make 
laws for the people and not for themselves, was 
a very comprehensive summary of sound pol i tical 
philosophy. 
The researches of some of ou r c 1t1zens have 
led to the d iscovery of several names of teachers 
who flourished before the days of newspapers, 
al though no doubt many more have been forgotten .  
The Reverend David Bacon (father o f  Dr. Leo­
nard Bacon) taught a school at Detroit in 1 802 . 
M iss Elizabeth W il l iams, (daughter of Thomas 
Will iams before mentioned) , and her cousin M iss  
Angelique Campau, taught schools as early as  
1 808, and the school of the former and of her  
associates and successors was continued many 
years. From 1 8 1  2 to 1 8 1  8 a classical school was 
kept up by M r. Payne and Reverend John 
Monte ith. In 1 8 1  6 a common school on the N ew 
England plan was opened u nder M r. Danforth . 
After the organization of the Un iversity, i n  1 8 1  7 
or 1 8 1 8 , teachers were abundant, and schools 
thorough and excel lent, and more than one of 
these teachers became eminent in civ i l  and mil i tary 
l ife .  Teaching was a common occupation among 
ambitious men p reparing for their  futu re career. 
Not very long after Michigan Territory was 
organized, the Indians began to com plain of the 
advance of the white men,  and that they had 
s ign.ed treaties which they did not u nderstand. 
No encroachment had been made on the I ndians 
. 
in M ichigan, and the Indians there had not 
Chap. X.J INDIAN DISCONTENT. 257
generally preceded the white men in the southern
part of the State. But it was true enough that
their future was doubtful, unless they learned
some of the arts of civilizadon. Their discontent,
however, if it originated witli themselves, was
chiefly due to the promptings of others. The
Northwest Company was deeply interested in
keeping the country a wilderness, and the control
of it was earnesdy coveted by British interests.
From all parts of the Indian country reports came
that Elliott, the agent at Maiden, was tamperino-
with the tribes. Their annual presents were con-
tmued on a liberal scale, and they received an
extra share of guns and munidons of war. Even
as early as 1807 and 1808, there were indications
of some mysterious plan of mischief. The wonder-
ful organizing power of Pontiac had long before
shown the value of unity to the Indians, and tribes
that had once been hostile were found seeking
strength in brotherhood. The lesson was not for-
gotten; and in all the early treaties made by the
United States with the Indians east of the Mis-
sissippi, it was found that the tribes had become
confederated, and that they had counsellors who
were not Indians. In 1784, and thereafter. Brant
appeared as the great centralizing agent; and in
1794 and 1795, i" Wayne's Campaigns, and at the
Treaty of Greenville, it was found that although
there was much tribal independence, there was
nevertheless a very general union, and this was
influenced chiefly from Maiden by McKee and
Elliott, through various chiefs.
17
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CHAP. X . J  I N DIAN DISCONT EWt. 257 
generally p receded the white men m the southe rn 
part of  the State. Bu t i t  wa true  enough that 
the ir  futu re was doubtfu l ,  un less they learned 
some of  the arts of c iv il ization .  Their discontent , 
however, if  i t  originated with themselves, was 
chiefly due to the prompting of  others .  The 
Northwest Company was deeply in te re ted m 
keeping the cou ntry a w ilderness and the control 
of it was earnestly cove ted by B ri tish interests . 
From all parts of the I ndian cou ntry reports came 
that Ell iott, the agen t  at Malden,  was tampering 
wi th the tribes .  The i r  annual p resents were con­
tinued on a l iberal scale ,  and they received an 
extra share of  gu ns and mu nit ions of war. Even 
as early as r 807 and r 808 ,  there were ind ications 
of  some mysterious plan of m ischief. The wonder­
ful  organiz ing power of Pontiac had long before 
shown the value  of  u n i ty to the Indians, and tribes 
that had once been hosti le were found seek ing 
s trength in brotherhood. The lesson was not  for­
gotten · and in  al l  the early treaties made by the 
Uni ted States with th e I ndian s east of the M is­
sissippi ,  i t  was fou nd that tne tribes had become 
confederated, and that they had cou nse l lor who 
were not I ndians .  In r 784, .and the reafter, Brant  
appeared as the c;reat c ntral iz ing agent ; and i n  
r 794 and  r 795 in  Wayne '  Campaign , and at  t1 1 
Treaty of Gre n v i l le ,  i t  was fou nd that alth uh;h 
there was much tribal in ependence ,  there \\ as 
nevertheless a very ieneral un ion and thi . \\ a<.: 
i nfluenced chiefly from l\1ald n by f cKe and 
Ell iott, through various chiefs .  
1 7  
258 TECUiM^EH AND THE PROPHET. [Chap. X.
The new representative of this unifying policy
was Tecumseh, a chief of the Shawanoes, or Shaw-
nees, a body of whom, after the Treaty of Green-
ville, had established themselves by permission of
the Potawatamies and Kickapoos on the Tippe-
canoe River — a branch of the upper Wabash.
This chief was a wise and statesmanlike charac-
ter, and his ambitions were noble. He desired to
advance the prosperity of the Indians by bring-
ing them into unity and civilization. The Iroquois
had once advanced far in that direction. The
Wyandots, or Hurons, were intelligent and indus-
trious. Some of the southern tribes, especially
the Cherokees, had begun the work which still
continues as a development of progress made
under very great difficulties.
Tecumseh knew the danger of contact with
the whites, and he also knew the advantages of
Michigan and the adjacent country for Indian set-
tlement. No country on the continent was better
adapted for his confederacy. The annual subsi-
dies of the British Government and the blandish-
ments of the Maiden agency had done much to
retain the old influence, and the sagacious chief
was not left in doubt concerning the approval of
his scheme by his Canadian friends. The letters
from all parts of the country very soon showed
that he had come to a good understanding with
them, and that he was working under their inspira-
tion. In iSo8 and 1809, the scheme became more
apparent. His brother, the Prophet, from a
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� 5 8  TECUM�EH AND T H E  PROPHET.  (CHAP. X.  
The new representative of this u n ifying pol icy 
was Tecumseh, a chief of the Shawanoes, o r  Shaw­
nees, a body of whom, after the Treaty of Green­
vi l le ,  had establ ished themselves by perm iss ion of 
the Potawatamies and K ickapoos on the Tippe­
canoe River-a branch of the upper Wabash . 
This chief was a wise and statesmanl ike charac­
ter, and his ambitions  were noble .  He des i red to 
advance the prosperity of the I ndians by bring­
i ng them in to u ni ty and civi l ization . The I roquois 
had once advan ced far in that di rection . The 
Wyandots, or H u rons, were i n te l l igen t  and i ndu�­
trious .  Some of the southern tribes, especially 
the Cherokees, had begu n the work which st i l l  
con tinues as a ·developmen t  of progress made 
u nder very great difficulties .  
Tecumseh knew the danger of contact w i th 
the whites, and he also knew the advantages of 
M ich igan and the adjacent  country for I ndian set­
tlement . No  country on  the continent  was better 
adapted for h is  confederacy. The annual su bsi­
dies of the Brit ish Government  and the blandish­
ments of the Malden age ncy had done m u ch to 
reta in the old i nflu ence, and the sagacious chief 
was not left in  doubt concern ing the approval of 
his scheme by his Canadian friends .  The le tters 
from al l  parts of  the cou ntry very soon showed 
that he had come to a good u nderstanding with 
them, and that he was work ing u nder the ir  i nspira­
tion .  In  r So8 and r 809, the scheme  became more 
apparen t. H is brother, the Prophet, fro m  a 
Chap. X.] TECUMSEH AND THE PROPHET. 259
dreamer of dreams and seer of visions, became
invested with the character of an inspired teacher,
and so worked upon the superstition of the Indi-
ans that he was looked upon by tribes near and
remote with reverence and fear. Like other such
characters, he no doubt became more or less de-
ceived by his own fanaticism; and Tecumseh, from
pohcy or superstition, or both, also assumed to be
a believer, although he probably contrived to shape
the inspirations very much as he chose. He was
not so much of a fanatic as to lose his diplomatic
craft, for he contrived for a time to persuade
General Harrison (who was a very keen observer)
that his schemes w^ere all for the improvement
of the Indians, and were not aimed against the
whites; and no doubt such was his principal de-
sign, if it could have been compatible with white
settlements.
The purposes of Tecumseh became known to
the Governor General of Canada, and he warned
our government of them. It has generally been
conceded that while Sir James Craig desired to
dismember the union, he did not wish to turn
loose the savages upon the American settlements.
He prohibited the Maiden agency from furnishing
arms to the Indians. He expected rather to win
over a part of the States by diplomacy. He sent
John Henr)" into New England for that purpose,
and had a notion that the Union was about to
drop asunder. He, at least, may be acquitted of
any complicity with Tecumseh, and it is quite
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CHAP. X . ] TECUMSEH AND T H E  PRO P H ET.  � 5 9  
dreamer of  dreams and eer of vis ions, became 
invested with the characte r of an inspired teache r, 
and so worked u pon the su perst ition o f  the I ndi­
ans that he was looked upon by tribes near and 
remote with reverence and fear. Like othe r such 
characters, he no doubt became more or less de­
ceived by his own fanaticism · and Tecumseh,  from 
pol icy or  su pe rstit ion or both, also assu med to be 
a be l ie:rer, although he probabl y contrived to shape 
the insp irations very much as he chose.  He was 
not so much of a fanatic as to lose h is  diplomatic 
c raft, for he contrived for a t ime to persuade 
General Harrison (who was a very keen observe r) 
that h is  schemes were all for  the improvement 
of the I ndians , and were not  a imed against  the 
whites ; and no doubt such was h is  princ ipal de­
sign, i f  it cou ld  have been compatible with white 
settlements .  
The purposes of Tecu mseh became known to 
the Governor General of  Canada, and he warned 
ou r governmen t of them .  It has general ly  been 
conceded that whi le Sir Jam es Craig desired to 
d ismember the u n ion ,  he d id not ·w ish to tu rn 
loose the sa ages upon the American sett lemen ts .  
He prohibited the Malden agency from fu rn ishing 
arms to the Indians .  He expected rathe r to ' i n  
over a part of  the States by dip lomacy . H e  sen t  
J ohn Henry into New E'ngland fo r  that pu rpo �c ,  
and had a notion that the Un ion wa abou t to 
drop asunder. He , at least, may be acqui tte of  
any complic ity with Tecumseh, and i t  is qu i te 
260 INTRIGUES. HOSTILITIES. [Chap. X.
probable that the Indian agents, while fomenting
these troubles, and endeavoring to avenge some
personal grievances, were acting independently, and
in confidence that they would ultimately be re-
warded. There is much mystery about the whole
relations with Great Britain at this time. The
British Minister at Washington professed ignor-
ance of Henry's mission, and claimed that he had
no official relations with the Governor General. The
attack on the Chesapeake, made in 1807, was only
apologized for in 18 11, when the accumulation of
other grievances had made war inevitable. Perhaps
it is not entirely discreditable that Great Britain
has been very forgiving to officers who have ex-
ceeded instructions, in order to do what they
thought she would be glad to see done. In those
days it was certainly not deemed an unpardon-
able sin to try experiments on the United States.
The time at last came when Tecumseh's plans
could no longer be concealed. He failed in get-
ting control of many of the Indians on the bor-
der; and while some of them were friendly to him
and to the English, the most of the Wyandots,
Delawares, Senecas, and even the Shawanoes, re-
mained friendly to the United States. In the au-
tumn of 181 1, General Harrison began a move-
ment upon the hostile confederacy, and on the 7th
of November he fought the celebrated battle of
Tippecanoe, where the Prophet and his warriors
were routed, and the peace of that region was
secured till after Hull's delays had enabled the
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260 I NTRIGUES.  HOSTI LITIES. LCHAP. x .  
probable that the I ndian agen ts, while fomenting 
these troubles ,  and endeavoring to avenbe some 
personal grievances, were acting i ndependently, and 
i n  confidence that they would u l timately be re­
warded. There is much mystery about  the whole 
relations  with Great Brita in  at thi s  t ime. The 
Bri tish M in ister at Washington professed ignor­
ance of Henry 's  m iss ion,  and claimed that he  had 
no official relation s  wi th the Governor Gen eral . The 
attack on the Chesapeake, made i n  I 807,  was only 
apologized for i n  I 8 I I ,  when the accumulation of 
o ther grievances had made war i nevitable .  Perhaps 
it is not  e ntirely di scredi table that Great B ritain 
has been very forgiving to officers who have ex­
ceeded instruction s,  in order to do what they 
thought she would be glad to see done .  I n  those 
days i t  was certainly not  deemed an u npardon­
able sin to try experiments on the U ni ted States .  
The time at last came when Tecumseh's  plans 
could no longer be conceal ed. He failed i n  get­
ting control of many of the Indians on the bor­
der ; and whi le some of them were friendly to h im 
and to the English, the most of the Wyandots, 
Delawares, Senecas, and even the Shawanoes, re­
mained friendly to the U ni ted States. I n  the au­
tumn  of r 8 r r ,  General H arrison began a move­
ment  upon the hosti le con federacy, and on the 7 th 
of November he fought the ce lebrated battle of 
Tippecanoe, where the Prophet and his warriors 
were routed, and the peace of that region was 
secu red till after H ul l ' s  delays had enabled the 
Chap. X.] HULL'S DEPARTURE. 261
British to become aggressive, and to use the In-
dians effectively. Tecumseh betook himself to
Maiden, and thereafter his attachments were un-
concealed. He was well received and much fa-
vored, and obtained a high rank in the army.
The Michigan settlements could make no head-
way under such circumstances, and the local affairs
of the Territory remained in the same state of
discord.
Governor Hull left for Washineton before he
heard of the batde of Tippecanoe. While in that
city he made some useful suggestions concerning
the possession of the lakes by American vessels.
His earlier advice on this subject had been ju-
dicious, and at this time, on the strength of his
Revolutionary merits, he was well thought of as
a military officer. He had never commanded
any large force, nor performed any striking de-
tached service on a large scale. While some
of the more distinguished and successful soldiers
who afterwards had reason to complain of him
became suspicious of his fitness in the earliest
days of his command, he left Washington for the
west in good general repute.
His civil administration practically terminated
when he left for the seat of government. But
there was one last civil function performed in
the sad interval between his return from Canada
and the surrender which followed it, inclicatine a
o
dangerous omission in the previous legislation
of the Territory. On the 13th of August, 181 2,
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CHAP. X . ]  HULL'S DEPARTURE. 261  
Bri tish to become aggressive, and  to use the I n­
dian� effectively. Tecumseh betook h imself to 
Malden ,  and thereafter his attachments were un ­
concealed. He  was well rece ived and  much fa­
vored, and obtained a h igh rank  in the army. 
The M ichigan settlements could make no head­
way u nder su ch c ircumstances, and the local affairs 
of the Terri tory remained i n  the same state of 
d iscord. 
Governor  H u ll left for Washington before he 
heard of the battle of Tippecanoe. While in that 
c i ty he made some u seful suggestions  concern i ng 
the possess ion of the lakes by American vessel s .  
H is earl ier  advice on  this  subj ect had been j u ­
dic ious,  a n d  a t  this  t ime, on  the strength o f  h is  
Revolu tionary meri ts, he was wel l  thought of as 
a mi l itary officer. H e  had never commanded 
any large force, nor performed any striking de­
tached service on a large scale .  \!Vhi le some 
of the more d ist ingu ished and successful soldiers 
who afterwards had reason to complain of h im 
became suspiciou s of his fitness in the earl iest 
days of h is  command, he left Washington for the 
west i n  good general repute .  
H is civi l  admin istration practically terminated 
when he left for the seat of government. Bu t  
there was one last civi l function performed i n  
the sad i n terval between his retu rn from Canada 
and the surrender which followed it, i ndicating a 
dangerous  omission i n  the previous le islation 
of the Te rritory. O n  the I 3 th of August, I 8 I 2 ,  
262 OLD Laws abolished. [Chap. x.
a bill was passed forbidding die sale of intoxi-
cadng liquor to die Indians.
There are not many peculiar features in the
laws of the first Territorial period, but some fur-
ther reference is necessary to a few of them.
The want of a press, and the difficulty which
was found in determining the legal condition of
the country, led in 1810 to a very wise measure,
whereby all the French laws and customs, and
all English and Canadian statutes, as well as those
of the Northwest Territory and Indiana, were
abolished. This left the people subject only to
the laws of the United States, the Territorial
statutes, and the general rules of the common
law.
No counties were laid out during the time
of General Hull. The districts were the only di-
visions, and the district judges acted as local ad-
ministrators. Although there were highway com-
missioners, there were few roads, and those either
in Detroit or up and dowm the Detroit River.
There was no access to the interior except by
streams or Indian trails.
The money then in circulation was mostly
Spanish dollars, halves, quarters, pistareens, and
pieces of twelve and a half and six and a quarter
cents. In the absence of small coin the larger
coins were cut into quarters and eighths. Accounts
were kept in York currency, of two dollars and a
' half to the pound, or twelve and a half cents to
the shilling.
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262 OLD LA \V S  A BO LI SH E D .  (CHAP. X .  
a bil l  was passed forbidding the sale of in toxi­
catin g l iqu or to the I ndians.  
There are not  many pecu l iar featu res in the 
laws of the first Terr itorial period, but  some fu r­
ther reference i s  necessary to a few of them. 
The want  of a press, and the difficu l ty which 
was fou nd in determin ing the legal condition of 
the cou ntry, led i n  r 8 r o to a very wise measu re, 
whereby all the French laws and customs, and 
al l  Engl ish and Canadian statu tes, as wel l  as those 
of the Northwest Territory and Indiana, were 
abol ished. This left the people subj ect only to 
the laws of the Un i ted States, the Territorial 
statu tes, and the general ru les of the common 
law. 
No cou nties were laid ou t du ring the t ime 
of General H ul l .  The districts were the on ly di ­
vis ions, and the dis trict j udges acted as local ad­
min istrators . Although there were highway com-­
missioners, there were few roads, and those either 
i n  Detroit or  up and down the Detroit River. 
There was no access to the in terior except by 
stream or I ndian trai ls .  
The money then  in c i rculation was mostly 
Span ish dollars, hal ves, quarte rs, p istareens, and 
p ieces of twelve and a hal f, and six and a quarte r 
cent  . I n  the absence of small coi n the larger 
co in were cut  in to quarte rs and eighths. Accou nts 
were k pt in  York cu rren cy, of two dollars and a 
half to the pound ,  or twelve and a half cents to 
the shi l l ing. 
Chap. X.] LEGAL AFFAIRS. 263
Several of the early tax laws were never
printed, and are lost, and there is no index to
their contents. It seems, however, that revenue
was raised almost entirely from capitation taxes of
one dollar on each male over sixteen years, specific
taxes on dogs, horses, asses and mules, and upon
vehicles, and taxes and license fees on various
occupations. The tax on dogs was ingeniously
devised. It assessed fifty cents on a dog it only
one was owned, one dollar for the second, and
a dollar and a half for each beyond two. The
license law^ for liquor selling punished with se-
verity every dealer who allowed drunkenness or
noise on his premises, in-doors or without. It
seems that the deputy marshal, who was jailor,
had been charged a full tavern license; as a law
was passed requiring him to pay but one dol-
lar, instead of the greater sum, for the privilege of
entertaining his involuntary guests.
The district courts were abolished in 1810,
and there appears a hiatus for some years in
the published laws, as to compulsory jurisdiction
over the cases they had dealt with. Probably
they were remitted to the Supreme Court. Par-
ties in the district courts could waive a jury.
On the other hand, cases tried there by jury could
be appealed for a new jury trial in the Supreme
Court — a practice which afterwards, under a some-
what modified system, was found oppressive. Tes-
timony in equity cases could be taken in open
court, if desired. This was allowed in the United
States courts by the early judiciary act.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
23
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. X.]  LEGAL AFFA I R S .  26 3 
Several of the early tax laws were never 
prin ted, and are lost, and the re is  no  i ndex to 
the i r  conten ts .  I t  seems, however, that revenue 
was raised almost enti rely from capitation taxes of 
one dollar on  each male over s ixteen years, specific 
taxes on dogs, horses, asses and mules,  and upon 
veh icles, and taxes and l icen se fees on vanou s 
occupations .  The tax on dogs was i ngen iously 
dev ised. I t  assessed fifty cents on a dog i t  only 
one was owned, one dollar for the second,  and 
a dollar and a hal f for each beyond two.  The 
l icense law for l iquor  sel l i ng pu n ished with se­
ve rity every deale r  who allowed drunkenness or 
noise on h is  premi�es, i n-doors or without. I t  
seems that the deputy marshal, who was jai lor, 
had been charged a full  tavern l icense ; as a law 
was passed requi ri ng him to pay bu t one dol­
lar, instead of the greater sum,  for the priv ilege of 
entertain i ng his involu ntary guests. 
The d istrict courts were abol i shed in 1 8  I o  
and there appears a h iatu s for some years in 
the publ ished laws as to · compulsory j u risdict ion 
over the cases they had deal t with .  Probably 
they were rem i tted to the Supreme Cou rt. Par­
t ies i n  the d istrict cou rts cou ld waive a j u ry. 
On the other hand, cases tr ied there by j u r) cou ld 
be appealed for a new j u ry trial in the Su preme 
Cou rt-a practice which afte rwards, u nder a some­
what modified system, was found oppressiv . Te -
t imony i n  equ ity cases cou ld be taken in  open 
cou rt, i f  desi red. This was allo\\ ed i n  the United 
States cou rts by the early j udiciary act. 
264 BURR'S CONSPIRACY. [Chap. X.
On the 19th day of January, 181 1, Judge Wood-
ward appeared in die legislative board clad in a
suit of American cloth, (as the record carefully
recites), and introduced resolutions in favor of
American industry. This was no doubt meant for
the audience. It is not reported what effect it
produced, at home or abroad.
In the early part of 1807, on the 23d day of
January, a law was passed which seems to have
been in some way connected with Burr's conspir-
acy, but which is not explained. It is a very
elaborate and carefully framed statute to prevent
and punish acts hostile to the peace of the
United States, reaching all attempts and incipient
preparations by land or water, authorizing the sei-
zure of persons, arms, supplies and boats or ves-
sels, and giving unusual powers to call out forces,
and punishing with great severity military officers
neglecting or refusing to respond.
It is known that Mr. Jefferson received infor-
mation in October, 1806, which excited his sus-
picions against Burr, and that he notified some ©f
the western governors to be on their guard. In
November, Colonel Daviess was foiled in an at-
tempt to have Burr held to bail in Kentucky ;
but the Ohio Legislature, before the middle of
December, passed an act from which ours was
copied. Whether there were any suspicious
movements in this region, or whether the act was
passed merely from abundant caution, is now un-
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264 BtJR R;S CONSPIRACY. r tHAP. X. 
On the 1 9th day of January, 1 8 1  r ,  J u dge Wood­
ward appeared i n  the legislative board clad in  a 
su it of Ame rican cloth, (as the record carefully 
recites) , and in trodu ced resolu tions in favor of 
American industry. This was no doubt meant  for 
the audience .  I t  i s  not reported what effect i t  
produced, at home or abroad . 
I n  the early part of r 807 ,  o n  the 2 3 d  day of 
J anuary, a law was passed which seems to have 
been in some way connected wi th Burr' s consp ir­
acy, but which i s  not explained .  I t  i s  a very 
elaborate an d careful ly framed statu te to prevent 
and pun ish acts host i le to the peace of the 
U n i ted States, reachi ng all attempts and inc ipien t  
preparations by  land o r  water, authoriz ing the se i ­
zu re of persons, arms, su ppl ies and boats or  ves­
sels , and giv ing u nusual powers to cal l out forces, 
and pun ishi ng wi th great severity mi l i tary officers 
neglecting or  refus ing to respond .  
I t  is  known that M r. Jefferson received infor­
mation i n  October, r 806, which excited h is  sus­
picion s against  B urr, and that he notified some �f 
the western governors to be on the i r  guard. I n  
November, Colonel Dav iess was foiled in  a n  at­
tempt to have Burr held to bail i n  Kentucky ; 
bu t the Ohio Legislatu re, before the m iddle of 
December, passed an act from which ours was 
copied. Whether there were any susp1c10us 
movem nts in this region, or  whether the act was 
passed merely from abundant  caution ,  is now u n-
Chap. X. ] WAR. 265
known. The news of Burr's arrest could not have
reached Detroit for some time after its passage.
The war of 1812 and its consequences made
a sorrowful ending to a period of no political
progress, and which was not an auspicious open-
ing to our public career.
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CHAP. :X. J WAR. 265 
known . The news of  Burr's arrest could  not have 
reached Detroi t  for some time after its passage . 
The war of r 8 r 2 and its consequences made 
a sorrowful ending to a period of no pol i tical 
progress, and which was not an auspicious open­
ing to ou r public career. 
CHAPTER XI.
GOVERNOR hull's MILITARY ADMINISTRATION.
The discussion of the events of the War of
1812 in a purely military point of view, is not
within the purpose of this sketch, and not within
the writer's skill. But they were events of such
great political and social importance to Michigan
that an outline of them is necessary. This involves
unavoidably a reference to the surrender of Detroit.
Upon this, whatever may have been the laudable
desire of personal friends and affectionate relatives
to remove obloquy from an officer of very kind
heart and many good qualities, there has been a
substantial agreement among military men, and
no appreciable difference of opinion among the
citizens and officers who had most reason to
understand and observe the circumstances. The
details of the war, and of this most disgraceful
and lamentable occurrence in it, have been made
familiar by many historians, and givQn in the Field
Book of the War of 181 2, with much fullness as
well as with general accuracy, by Mr. Lossing,
who has done so much with pen and pencil to
perpetuate our military history. No attempt will
be made to go into these particulars at length.
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C H A P T E R  X I . 
G V E R N R H U LL' ' M I LITARY A D M I N I STRATI ON . 
THE discuss ion of  the eve n ts of  the War of 
r r 2 in  a p u rely m il i tary poi n t  of v iew, i s  n o t  
with i n  t h e  pu rpose of  th is  sketch,  and n o t  with i n  
the wri ter 's  sk i l l .  B u t  they we re ev e n ts o f  su c h  
great pol i ti cal and social i m porta n ce t o  M ichigan 
that an ou tl i n e o f  the m  is n e cessary .  Thi s  i nvolves 
u n avoidably a re fe re n ce to the s u rre n d e r  of De troit . 
U po n  this ,  whatever  may have been the laudabl e 
des i re o f  p e rsonal  fri e nds and affectionate relatives 
to re m ov e  obloq u y  from an officer of  v e ry k i nd 
hea rt a n d  many good qual i ti es ,  the re has been a 
su bstantial agre e m e n t  among m il i tary m e n ,  a n d  
no apprec iable d iffe rence of  opi n io n  a m o n g  the 
c i ti zens  and office rs who had most reason to 
u nderstand and observe the c irc u m s tances .  The 
detai ls  of the war, and of  th i s  most d isgrac e fu l  
and lame n table occu rre n ce i n  i t, have been made 
fam i l iar  by many h i sto rians ,  a n d  giv�n i n  the Field 
Book of the W a r  o f  r 8 1  2 ,  with m u ch fu l l ness as 
well  as with ge n e ral accu racy, by M r. Lossi ng, 
who has do ne o m u ch w i th pen and penc i l  to 
pe rpetuate ou r m il i tary h isto ry.  N o  atte m p t  w i l l  
be  made to  go i n to these  part icu la rs at  le ngth.  
Chap. XI.] DELAYS AND MISTAKES. 267
The conduct of the War Department of the
United States in delaying important preparations,
and in not using greater diHgence in sending out
knowledge of the declaration of war, was very
reprehensible. And so far as it really interfered
with any military successes, the excuse should be,
and has been, allowed to all officers and others
who did their best. But it is also no more than
just and reasonable to discard from allowance any
difficulties or dangers, which, although they might
have been possible, either had no effect upon
results or were not in fact existing ; and when
existing, were not of such a character that at the
time any one should have acted, or did rationally
act upon them. The delays and difficulties were
not confined to American movements and prepara-
tions ; and the antecedent fears of some wise men
and good officers at a distance, concerning the
precise nature of perils on the frontier, would
not all have been entertained had they been on
the spot, and known the condition of affairs on
both sides of the line.
Th-ere was opposition to the declaration of war,
and of course it was among the possibilities that
it would not be made. It appears from various
sources, and especially from those brought to
light in General Hull's behalf, that he w^as opposed
to declaring it at that time, and especially opposed
to it so early, as endangering his civil jurisdiction
and the people living under it. He claims also
to have been opposed to the invasion of Canada
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CHAP. X I . ]  DELAYS AN D M ISTAKES. 26 7 
The conduct of the War Department of the 
Uni ted States i n  delayi ng important  preparations, 
and i n  not us ing greate r di l igence i n  sending out 
knowledge of the declaration of war, was very 
reprehensible .  And so far as i t  real ly in terfered 
with any mi l i tary successes , the excuse should be, 
and has been, al lowed to all office rs and others 
who did the ir  best. Bu t  i t  is also no more than 
j ust and reasonable to discard from allowance any 
difficul ties or dangers, which, although they m ight 
have been possible, e ither had no effect upon 
resu l ts or were not  i n  fact  existing ; and when 
existi ng, were not of such a character that at the 
time any one shou ld  have acted, or did rational ly 
act  upon them.  The delays and difficu l ties were 
not confined to American  movements and prepara­
tions ; and the antecedent fears of some wise men 
and good officers at a di stance, concerning the 
precise natu re of peri ls  on the frontie r, would 
not al l  have been enterta ined had they been on 
the spot, and known the condit ion of affairs on 
both s ides of the l i ne .  
There was opposition to the declaration of  war, 
and of cou rse it was among the possibil i ties that 
it would not be made.  I t  appears from various 
sources, and especially from those brought to 
l igh t i n  General H ul l ' s  behalf, that he was opposed 
to declaring it at that t ime, and especially opposed 
to i t  so early, as endangering his civi l j u ri diction 
and the people l iv ing u nder  it .  He claims also 
to have been  opposed to the invasion of Canada 
268 HULL'S VIEWS. [Chap. XI
(although his previous letter may bear a different
construction) on similar grounds, and for the reason
that he regarded it as too strong to be overcome
by the American forces, and as likely to be
dangerously aggressive in return. He was re-
luctant to accept a military command, not because
of any doubt of his own ability, but as it now
appears for the reason, among others, that it
might involve an expectation on the part of the
Government that he would attempt to invade
Canada; while he saw fit to think it his paramount
duty not only to look chiefly to the interests of
the Michigan settlements, but to put his private
judgment on this policy against all other consider-
ations, and carry it out at all events. No one can
read his own defence, or the undisputed facts of
history, without seeing that he claims credit for
having been constantly moved by this sentiment.
He was acquitted on the charges of treason. It
was not believed he meant to deliberately injure
or betray his country. But while free from that
design, which would have made his memory as
black as Arnold's, he was not, if we accept his
own vindication of himself, free from that fault,
which, though not so disgraceful morally, is not
much less daneerous, and which has been the
destruction of many promising reputations, of
imagining that military officers have a right to
determine the policy of their government, and are
only bound to carry out such measures as they
deem expedient. An officer who prophesied failure
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
23
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
268 HULL'S VIEWS. [CHAP. XI 
(al though his previous letter may bear a different  
construction )  on s imilar grou nds ,  and for the reason 
that he regarded i t  as too st rong to be overcome 
by the American forces, and as l ikely to be 
dangerou sly aggressive in retu rn . He  was re­
lu ctant  to accept a m il i tary command ,  not  becau se 
�f any doubt of his own abil i ty, bu t as it now 
appears for the reason,  among others ,  that i t  
might i nvolve an expectat ion on the part of the 
Government  that he wou ld  attempt  to i nvade 
Canada ; while he saw fit to th ink it his paramou nt  
du ty not  on ly  to look chiefly to  the i n terests of  
the M ichigan settlemen ts, bu t to  pu t h i s  p rivate 
judgment  on this pol icy against  al l o ther cons ider­
ations ,  and carry i t  out at al l even ts .  No  on e can 
read his own defen ce, or the undisputed facts of 
hi story, wi thou t see ing that he claims  credit  for 
hav ing been constantly moved by this  sen timent. 
He  was acqu i tted on  the charges of  treason . I t  
was n o t  bel ieved h e  mean t  to del iberately i nj u re 
or betray h is  cou ntry. Bu t  while free from that 
des ign , which would have made his memory as 
black as Arnold ' s ,  he was not, i f  we accept his 
own v indication  of  h imself, free from that fault, 
which, though not  so disgracefu l  morally, i s  not  
much less dangerous, and  which has been the 
destruction of many promis ing repu tations, of 
imagin ing that mi l i tary officers have a right to 
determine  the pol icy of their government, and are 
only bou nd  to carry ou t  such measu res as they 
d em expedient. An  officer who prophesied failu re 
Chap. XI. j HULL'S QUALri'lES 269
before war was declared, unless his views were
accepted, and whose anterior views, as to the
means of preventing mishap, were not carried out
by Congress or the War Department, was cer-
tainly in danger of fulfilling his prophecies, and of
convincing himself that the failure was inevitable.
If Hull was really as frank in his prophecies to
the War Department before his appointment, as
he was increnious in findino- out afterwards rea-
sons why he ought to have failed, there can be
no doubt that his selection, reluctant or unre-
luctant, was one of the worst faults that could
have been char^^ed ao^ainst that office. But this
is hardly credible. At any rate it was not known
to the public, and is very doubtful in fact. The
General had a reputation for bravery in the
Revolution that was honestly earned. The miser-
able squabbles at Detroit had not become so far
known outside that any one had discovered his
personal foibles and infirmity of purpose; and ver)
good soldiers have had weak points, and been led
into ridiculous positions by such anno)ances, with-
out losing their military qualities. The selection,
so far as we can now see, was justified by exist-
ing appearances. With the aid of subsequent
events to suggest a full inquiry, we can now, with
that ex post facto wisdom, which no one then could
be expected to possess, easily see that the indecision
and readiness to avoid trouble which led him into
so much mischief, and his fussy attempts to per-
suade others and himself that he had some energy.
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CHAP. XI. J HULL' QUALlTl E 2 6 9  
before war was declared, u n less h is  views were 
accep ted, and whose an terior v iews, as to the 
means of preven ting m ishap, were not carried ou t 
by Congress or the War Department, \ as ce r­
tain !  y i n  danger of  fu lfil l i ng his prophecie , and of 
convinc ing h imself that the fail u re was inevitable .  
I f  H ul l  was real ly a s  frank  in h i s  p rophecies to 
the War Department  before his appoin tment, a 
he wds ingen ious i n  finding ou t afterwards rea­
sons why he ought to have failed ,  the re can be 
no doubt that h is  select ion, reluc tan t  or u nre­
l uctant, was one of  the worst  faul ts that could  
have been charged against that office. But  this 
i s  hardly cred ible .  At  any rate it was not known 
to the publ ic, and is  very doubtfu l in fact .  The 
General had a reputation for brave ry in the 
Revol u tion that was honestly  earned.  The m iser­
able squabbles at Detro i t  had not  become so far 
known outside that any one had discovered his 
personal foibles and i nfirmi ty of purpose ; and very 
good sold iers have had weak poin ts, and been led 
in to ridicu lou s posit ions by such annoyances, with­
ou t los ing the i r  m il i tary qual it ies .  The . ' lection ,  
so far as we can now see vvas j u st ified by exist­
i ng appearances .  \Vi th the aid of su b equen t  
events to  suggest a fu l l  inqu iq , "' e can nO\\ , with 
that ex post .facto wisdom , which no one the n cou ld 
be expected to possess, eas i l )  see that the indecis ion 
and read iness to av.o id trouble which led h im into 
so much m isch ief, and hi  fu sy attempt to per­
suade others and hims lf that he had som e nerg) , 
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had not been of entirely new origin, although ad-
vancing years had made it easier to yield to them
and harder to resist them. He had never, durino-
his Revolutionary career, held command of an
army, or any command of any great responsibility,
or one which called for much more than personal
bravery and devotion, which he certainly had shown.
He had been sent on two missions to Canada,
one to General Haldimand, to seek the delivery
of the posts, in i 784, and one to Governor Simcoe,
during the pendency of Jay's negotiations, to ar-
range for the access of commissioners to the
western Indians in our Territory. In the former
he accomplished nothing. In the latter he was
certainly evaded and misled, by the address of
Simcoe, and showed very little sagacity. In both
he had talked with vigor and spirit, and in both
he had been easily satisfied. The British gover-
nors had resorted to much personal flattery and
attention, which he greatly appreciated, and prob-
ably produced some effect on his judgment by so
doing. In the steps which led to the final sur-
render. General Brock deliberately and understand-
ingly calculated on the result, and worked on his
fears with a confidence which would have utterly
destroyed the British expedition, if any one else
had succeeded to, or assumed command. It is not,
indeed, to General Hull's discredit, that his char-
acter was open enough to enable those who were
dealing with him to discern his defects. And they
were of that character which are very seldom
recognized by their possessor.
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2 7 0  H U LL'S ANTECEDENTS. [CHAP. XI . 
had not been of enti rely new origin,  although ad­
vancing years had made it eas ier to yield to them 
and harder to res ist  them . H e  had never, du ring 
his Revolu tionary career, held command of an 
army, or any command of any great responsibi l i ty, 
or one which cal led for much more than personal 
bra very and devotion ,  which he ce rtainly had shown .  
He  had been sen t  on  two miss ions to Canada, 
one to General H aldimand, to seek the del ivery 
of the posts, i n  r 7 84, and one to Governor  Simcoe, 
du ring the pendency of Jay 's  negotiations, to ar­
range for  the access of commiss ioners to the 
western I ndians in ou r Terri tory. In the former  
he accomplished noth ing. I n  the latte r he was 
ce rtainly evaded and misled, by the address of 
S imcoe, and showed very l ittle sagaci ty .  In both 
he had talked with vigor and spi rit, and i n  both 
he had been easi ly satisfied. The B rit ish gover­
nors had resorted to much personal flatte ry and 
attent ion,  which he greatly appreciated, and prob­
ably produced some effect on his j udgment by so 
doing. I n  the steps which led to the final su r­
render, General B rock del ibe rately and u nderstand­
ingly calcu lated on the result, and worked on his 
fears with a confidence which would have u tterly 
destroyed the B ri tish expedit ion,  i f  any one else 
had succeeded to, or assu med com mand . It i s  not, 
i ndeed, to General H u l l ' s  discredi t , that his char­
acte r was open enough to enable those who were 
deal ing with h im to discern his defects. And they 
we re of that characte r  which are very seldom 
recognized by their possessor. 
Chap. XL] DECLARATION OF WAR 2~1
The war was declared on the i8th of June,
1812. News of it should have reached General
Hull several days earlier than it did; and, as he
received one communication of that date from
Washington, written earlier in the day, by express
on the 24th, it may be assumed that the same
diligence should have informed him on that day,
or the next, of the declaration. News reached
Maiden on the 30th of June. It reached Hull,
near the River Raisin, on the 2nd of July. As
declarations of war are not made in a corner,
and as the British would not have been foolish
enough to have no means of immediate knowl-
edge at Washington, there was no reason why
the British post should not have been informed
as early as any Americans near by. Maiden was
practically nearer Cleveland, where Hull's dispatch
was sent from, than Hull himself was. But there
was equally no reason why every exertion should
not have been made to inform the Americans.
The fall of Mackinaw w^as due directly to the
fault of the War Department in failing to send
news. The- fall of Detroit may be palliated by it
just so far as it was affected by it, which was very
little, if at all, as this happened six weeks later.
Governor Hull spent the winter of 1811-12
in WashincTton, and knew^ all that was croino- on.
It is possible that he entertained the idea that a
Bridsh \var would be avoided. He felt much
more kindly to the Bridsh than most Americans
did, except in a small part of the country; and on
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The war was declared on the I 8 th of J u ne, 
I 8 I 2 .  News of it should have reached General 
H ul l  several days earl ier  than it did ; and, a he 
received one com mun icat ion of that date from 
Washington ,  written earl ier in the day, by express 
on the 2 4th , it may be assumed that the same 
di l igence shou ld have informed h im on that day, 
or the next, of the decl aration .  News reached 
Malden on  the 30th of J u ne .  It reached Hu l l ,  
near  the River  Rais in ,  on the 2n d of Ju ly .  As 
declarations  of war are not made i n  a corn er, 
and as the Brit ish wou ld not have been fool ish 
enough to have no means of im mediate knowl­
edge at \V ashi ngton ,  there was . no reason why 
the B ri ti sh post should not have been i nformed 
as ea rly as any American s n ear by. Malden was 
practica l ly nearer Cleveland where Hu l l ' s  d ispatch 
was sent  from, than Hu l l  h imself was .  Bu t there 
was equally no  reason why eve ry exe rt ion should 
not have been made to inform the Americans .  
The fa l l  of Macki naw was due d i rectly to the 
faul t  of the War Department  i n  fai l ing to send 
news .  The. fal l  of Detro i t  ma be pal l iated by i t  
j ust so  far as  i t  was affected b)  i t  which \\ as veq 
l i ttle ,  i f  at al l ,  as  th is  happened s ix weeks later .  
Governor H u ll spen t  the win ter  of I 8 I I - I  2 
i n  V\ ashi ngton and knew all that was goin  - on .  
I t  is possible that he en ter ta ined the idea that a 
Brit ish war would be avoided. H e  fe l t  much 
more ki ndly to the Bri tish than most Americans 
d id ,  except  m a smal l  part of the cou n try ; and on 
272 HULL'S STRANGE VIEWS. [Chap. XI.
his journey down, he had been furnished with a
passage across the lake by a British armed ves-
sel detailed on purpose; — a handsome courtesy
recognized by our journals, and creditable to both
parties. But he himself expected Indian hostili-
ties, and he knew perfectly well that the adminis-
tration expected war with Great Britain. He knew
that the force under his command was raised with
that anticipation, if not for that immediate service.
He also knew that Congress had, by sufficient
majorities, adopted legislation that would have
been absurd except in that view. The infatuation
that could make any reasonable man suppose war
would not be declared, after all these prelimina-
ries, was marvellous, and would be incredible, if
we did not know there were sections of the coun-
try, and other more able men than General Hull,
among his old neighbors, that entertained that no-
tion. That a general sent out to the frontier
with an army, did not at least feel bound to act
in all his course as if war might be declared at
any moment, and then one party or the other must
do some fiorhtinof, was one of the fatalities of
Hull's unfortunate career. No administration could
have delayed it, and it is strange he should have
thought so, it such was his notion.
The invasion of Canada was very openly dis-
cussed early in the winter. Before accepting com-
mand, General Hull had, in writing, expressed his
views on the subject, in which he plainly expressed
his opinion in favor of putting at Detroit a force
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272  HULL'S STRANGE V IEWS. [CHAI'. X I . 
his jou rney down,  he had been fu rn ished with a 
passage across the lake by a Brit ish armed ves­
sel detailed on pu rpose ; - a handsome cou rtesy 
recogn ized by ou r j ournals, and creditable to both 
parties .  Bu t  he himself expected I ndian hosti l i ­
t ies, and he knew .perfectly well  that the admin is­
tration expected war with Great B ri tai n . He knew 
that the force u nder  his command was raised with 
that anticipation, i f  not  for  that immediate service .  
He also knew that Congress had, by sufficient  
maj ori ties, adopted legislation that would  have 
been absurd except i n  that v iew.  The infatuation 
that could make any reasonable man suppose war 
would  not be declared, after all these prel imina­
ries, was marvellous, and would be incredible, i f  
we did not know there were sections of the coun­
try, and other more able men than General H ul l ,  
among his old ne ighbors, that entertained that no­
tion .  That a general sent  out to the frontier 
with an army, did not at l east feel bou nd to act 
in all his course as if war m ight be declared at 
any moment, and then one party or the other must  
do some fighting, was one of the fatal i ties of 
H ul l ' s  u nfortunate career. No admin i stration could 
have delayed i t, and it is strange he shou ld have 
thought so, it such was his notion . 
The invasion of  Canada was very openly dis­
cu ssed early in the winter. Before accepti ng com­
mand, General H ul l  had, in writi ng, expressed his 
views on the subj ect, in which he plai nly expressed 
his opin ion in  favor of putting at Detroi t a force 
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adequate to protect that place, as an alternative,
and not as an appendage to a plan for getting
control of the lakes ; and that, with Detroit pro-
tected, the Indians could be kept from Maiden,
and the British, unable to hold Canada without
them, would leave it, and the command of the
lakes would be obtained without a fleet. Mr.
Eustis did not corroborate his statements concern-
ing his further representations, as being quite as
positive as he asserted them from recollection to
have been. Before the middle of January, the
President had been not authorized but required
to add to the regular army a force of more than
25,000 men. On the 6th of February he was
authorized to accept 50,000 volunteers. On the
14th of March a loan of eleven millions was au-
thorized. On the 4th of April an embargo was
laid. And during all this time the necessary sup-
plementary laws were passed, for supplies, ord-
nance and ships, and for organizing the customary
corps and appliances for the staff department.
It was during this period that the President
called for 1,200 Ohio volunteers, and planned a
movement to Detroit with an army including those
and the 4th Regiment of United States Infantry,
which had been engaged in the Battle of Tippe-
canoe, and was commanded by Colonel Miller,
who afterwards obtained distinction on the Nia^'ara
frontier, and was made famous by his modest ''111
try, sirr Hull, after declining command in the
first instance, afterwards accepted it, and did so
18
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C H A P .  x L) PR EPA R ATIONS FOR WA R .  � 7 3  
adequate to  . .p rotect that place, as  an alte rnative ,  
and  not  as  an appendage to  a plan for getting 
control of the lakes · and that, with Detroi t  pro­
tected, the I nd ians could be kept from Malden ,  
and the British, u nable to  hold Canada withou t 
them, wou ld leave i t, and the command of the 
lakes would  be obtained without  a fleet .  M r. 
Eustis d id not corroborate his statements concern­
i ng his fu rther  representations ,  as being qu ite as 
posit ive as he asse rted them from recol lection to 
have been .  Before the m iddle of January. the 
Presiden t  had been not au thorized bu t requ i red 
to add to the regular army a force of more than 
2 5 ,000 men . On the 6th of  February he was 
authorizec;l to accept 50,000 volu n teers .  On  the 
r 4th of March a loan of eleven mil l ions was au ­
thorized.  On the 4th of April an embargo was 
laid .  And during all this time the necessary sup­
plemen tary laws were passed, for su ppl ies ,  ord­
nance and ships, and for organiz ing the customary 
corps and appliances for  the staff department . 
I t  was during this pe riod that the President 
cal led for  r , 200 Ohio volun teers, and planned a 
movement  to Detroit  with an army includ ing those 
and the 4th Regime nt  of Un i ted States I n fan try, 
which had been  engaged in the Battle of Ti p p e ­
canoe, and was command�d by Colonel  Mi l l e r. 
who afterwards obtai ned distinction on the N iaga ra 
frontier, and was made famous by his mode t " / '// 
try, sir. " Hull ,  afte r decl i n i ng command in the 
first  instance, afterwards accepted i t , and did . 
1 8  
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QUALITY OF THE TROOPS [Chap. XI,
unconditionally. The volunteering went on very
rapidly, and much greater numbers came in than
had been called for, but all were accepted. Three
regiments of foot and a considerable force of
cavalry were mustered in. Duncan McArthur,
James Findlay, and Lewis Cass, were chosen
colonels of the first, second and third regiments.
Their other field officers were Majors James Denny
and William A. Trimble of the first, Thomas Moore
and Thomas B. Van Home of the second, and
Robert Morrison and J. R. Munson of the third.
It is not known or reported that there was in the
whole command an unworthy officer of any
standinor. Some of them were men of tried
bravery and personal distinction. All the superior
officers were already well known and trustworthy.
Colonel Miller's command was one never surpassed
in soldierly qualities, and Duncan McArthur was
spoken of by Brock as "an officer of high repu-
tation." All of them soon earned it.
Some stress has been laid by Hull's apologists
upon the fact that the troops were chiefly militia
men, and not under proper subordination. They
were no part of the ordinary militia, in the proper
sense of the term, and were the same kind of
troops that in all our wars have been the chief
reliance of the government. One of Hull's con-
spicuous faults was his notion (drawn partly, per-
haps, from his old experience with Steuben) that
troops who were not trained and apparelled ac-
cording to the army regulations were not to be
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2 74 QUA LITY O F  T H E  TROO PS . [C H AP . X I . 
uncondi tionally. The volunteering went on very 
rapidly, and much greater numbers came in  than 
had been called for, bu t all we re accepted. Three 
regimen ts of foot and a considerable force of 
caval ry were mustered i n .  Duncan M cArthu r, 
James Findlay, and Lewis Cass, were chosen 
colonels of the fi rst, second and th ird regiments .  
Their  other  field officers were Majors James Denny 
and Wi l l iam A.  Trimble of the first  Thomas Moore 
and Thomas B .  Van Horne of the second, and 
Robert Morrison and J .  R .  Munson of the thi rd .  
I t  i s  not known or  reported that there was in  the 
whole command an u nworthy officer of any 
standing. Som e of them were men of tried 
bravery and personal d istinction .  All the superior 
officers were already well  known and trustworthy. 
Colonel M il ler' s  command was one never surpassed 
in sold ierly  qual i ties, and Du ncan McA rthur was 
spoken of by B rock as " an officer of h igh repu ­
tation ."  Al l  of them soon earned i t . 
Some stress has been laid by H ul l ' s  apologists 
upon the fact that the troops were chiefly m il i tia 
men,  and not u nder proper subord ination .  They 
were no part of the ordinary mi l i tia, in the proper 
sense of the term, and were the same kind of 
troops that in al l our wars have been the chief 
rel iance of the government .  One of H ul l ' s  con­
spicuous faults was his notion (drawn partly, per­
haps, from his  old experience with Steuben) that 
troops who were not tra ined and apparelled ac­
cord ing to the army regu lations were not to be 
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implicitly trusted. He had before made trouble
in Michigan by this finical disposition, and it may
have been one of the causes of dislike which
arose in the army quite early. No one doubts
that it is advantageous to secure uniformity and
system in little things as well as in great, w^hen it
can be done without too great delay and the sacri-
fice of other things. But it is idle to expect vol-
unteers to become martinets, and it is very ques-
tionable how far it is best to go in that direction.
In the wars of the west, there was a great deal
of hard fighting in a very rough way, and those
were generally found to be the best commanders
who least annoyed their men. It is very certain that
if there was insubordination it did not interfere very
seriously with the proper work of the army, although
there was some which arose from its being kept
back from its work. This fault-finding with the
volunteers is the less to be respected, if the court
was justified in finding him guilty on the specific
charge of neglecting the inspection, training and
exercise of these troops, during the period between
his arrival at Detroit and the surrender. The
testimony covered the whole period after he took
command; but the court very justly exonerated
him from liability for such neglect on the march
through the wilderness, but condemned him for the
rest.
On the 30th day of June, Hull and his army,
after a tedious and fatiguing march of nearly three
weeks, arrived at the Rapids of the Maumee, a
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
23
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. X I . ]  VOLUNT EERS. ' ) 7 r  - •) 
impl icitly tru sted. He had before made trouble 
in M ichigan by this finical d isposi t ion, and i t  may 
have been one of the causes of dis l ike which 
arose in the army qui te early .  No one dou bts 
that it is advantageous to secu re un iform i ty and 
system in  l ittle things as well as in great, when it  
can be done w ithou t too great delay and the sacri­
fice of other thi ngs . Bu t  i t  is idle to expect vol­
unteers to become martinets, and i t  is ve ry qu es­
tionable how far i t  is best to go in that d i rection . 
I n  the wars of the west, the re was a great deal 
of hard fighting in a very rough way, and those 
were generally found to be the best commanders 
who least annoyed the ir  men .  I t  i s  very certain that 
if there was insubord ination it did not  i nterfe re very 
seriously wi th the proper work of the army, al thou gh 
there was some which arose from i ts being kept 
back from i ts work. This  faul t-find ing with the 
volun teers is  the less to be respected, i f  the cou rt 
was j ustified i n  finding h im gu i l ty on the specific 
charge of neglecting the inspection ,  tra in ing and 
exercise of  these troops, du ring the period between 
his arrival at Detroi t  and the su rrender. The 
testimony covered the whole pe riod afte r he took 
command ; bu t the cou rt very ju stly exonerated 
him from l iabi l i ty for su ch neglect on the march 
through the wi lderness, bu t condem ned him for th 
rest. 
On the 30th day of J u ne,  Hul l and his army, 
after a ted ious and fatigu i ng march of nearly three 
weeks, arrived at the Rapids of the Mau mee a 
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few miles above the present city of Toledo. On
the 24th, as before stated, Hull had received let-
ters from Washington saying nothing about the
declaration of war, but urging haste. He had
also heard from Sejcretary Atwater, at Detroit,
that affairs looked threatening. On the 24th
Colonel McArthur also received letters showing
that an immediate declaration was certain, and that
it must before that have been made. General
Hull refused to credit this, although coming from
sure sources, because he could not imagine any
one could be informed earlier than himself. On
the first day of July he sent forward, by vessel,
some of his invalids, his baggage and entrenching
tools, and hospital stores, and a trunk containing
all his instructions and military papers, with the
muster rolls of the whole army. Three officers'
wives went as passengers. A smaller vessel, under
charge of a surgeon's mate, was sent up at the
same time. The army moved on by land the same
day.
The laroer vessel sailed throug^h the main
channel of the Detroit River, which passes in a
narrow space between Maiden and Bois-blanc
Island, and was there captured on the next day.
The smaller vessel followed the American channel
west of Grosse He, and reached Detroit without
interruption. The first specification against Gen-
eral Hull under the charge of treason, related to
sending the vessels to Detroit, with his sick men,
papers and baggage. Although he successfully
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few miles above the presen t  c i ty o f  Toledo. On  
the 24th, a before stated, H u l l  had received let­
te rs from Wash ington aying noth ing abou t the 
declaration of  war, bu t u rging haste. He had 
also heard from Secretary Atwate r, at Detroi t, 
that affairs looked threaten i ng. On the 24th 
(:olonel McA rthu r also received le tters showing 
that an immedia te declaration was certa in ,  and that 
i t  must  before that have been made .  General 
H ul l  refused to credit  th is ,  although coming from 
su re sou rces ,  because he could  not  imagine any 
one cou ld be i nformed earl i er  than h imself. On 
the fi rst  day of J u ly he sent forward, by vessel ,  
some of h is  i nval ids ,  his baggage and entrench ing 
tools , and hospital stores, and a trunk con tain i ng 
al l  h is· i nstructions  and mi l i tary papers,  wi th the 
muster rolls of the whole army. Three office rs' 
wives wen t  as passengers . A smal ler  vessel ,  u nder 
charge o f  a su rgeon ' s  mate ,  was sen t  up  at  the 
same time .  The army moved on by land the same 
day. 
The large r vessel sai led th rough the mam 
channel of the Detro i t  R iver, which passes m a 
narrow space between Malden and Bois-blanc  
Island, and  was there captu red on  the next day . 
The smal ler vessel followed the American channel 
west of Grosse I le , and reached Detroit  withou t 
i n terruption .  The fi rst specification aga in  t Gen ­
eral Hu l l  u nder the charge of  treason ,  related to  · 
sending the vessels to Detro i t, with his s ick men ,  
paper. and baggage.  Although hP successfu l ly 
Chap. XL] ARRIVAL AT SPRINGWELLS. 277
pleaded to the jurisdiction of the court martial to
try him for treason, the court were satisfied he
had no treasonable design, and so certified, and
also acquitted him of criminal neglect in the
matter. It is very doubtful whether he knew of
the transmission of his papers before the vessel
sailed. But as they were in the hands of his son,
whom he had a right to trust, he was not at
fault for not making special inquiry on the subject
of their transmission, and so the court found.
It was discovered, some time before they
reached the Maumee, that those among the Indians
whose fidelity was doubted had already left the
country and gone to Canada. The number of
these from Ohio was not very great. The road
to Detroit was not difficult, and it was traversed
at the rate of twenty miles a day. One day (the
4th of July) was spent at the Huron River, near
Browmstown, in building a bridge. Having learned
of the declaration of war the day after leaving
Maumee, there was some anxiety about an attack
from Maiden. But no difficulty occurred, and the
troops arrived at the Sandhill, at Springwells, just
below Detroit, on the evening of the 5th of July.
This spot, just above the present fort, was then re-
markable for a multitude of small springs or natural
wells, amounting to hundreds, a few^ feet apart,
and generally coming up to within a few inches
of the top of the bluff, in holes of from three to
six inches in diameter. On the continuation of
the knoll, not many rods below, were three Indian
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pleaded to  the j u ri d iction of the cou rt martial to 
tr) him for treason, the cou rt were satisfied he 
h�d no treasonable design , and o certified, and 
al o acqui tted him of  cr iminal neglect in the 
matter. It i very doubtfu l  � hether he knew of 
the transmission of his papers before the vessel 
ai led. Bu t as they were in the hands of his son , 
whom he had a right to trust ,  he was nnt at 
faul t  for not making special i nqu i ry on the subj ect 
of thei r  transmiss ion ,  and so the cou rt fou nd .  
I t  was disco e red, some t ime before they 
reached the Mau mee, that those among the I ndians 
whose fidel i ty was doubted had al ready left the 
cou ntry and gone  to Canada. The numbe r of 
these from Ohio was not  very great. Th.e road 
to Detroit  was not  difficu l t, and it was traversed 
at the rate of twenty mi les a day. One day ( the 
4th of J u ly) was 3pent  at the H u ron  River, near 
Brownstown, in bu i ld ing a bridge . Having learned 
of the declaration of  war the day afte r leaving 
Maumee, there was some anxiety about  an attack 
from Malden .  B u t  no difficu l ty occu rred and the 
troops arrived at the Sandhil l ,  at Springwells ,  j us t  
belo\\ Detro i t, on the even ing of the 5 th of J u ly .  
This  spot, j u st above the present  fort, was then re­
ma rkable for a m ul ti tude of smal l  sp rings or natu ral 
wells ,  amou nting to hu ndreds, a few feet apart 
and generally com ing up  to w ith in  a few i nche 
of the top of the bluff, in holes of from thre t 
i x  i nch in diameter. n the con tinuation f 
th kn  1 1 ,  n t many r d bel w,  w re th r In  l ian 
278 ENTRY INTO CANADA. [Chap. XI.
mounds, circular in form, one of which was covered
w^idi timber. These were removed when the
present Fort Wayne was built, and were found
full of Indian remains and ornaments. The sand-
hill and springs, which have been destroyed by
removal of much of the bank, reached consider-
ably further up the river than the fort. This
beautiful spot was known among the French as
Belle Fontaine, and was, on account of its dryness
of soil and salubrity, a favorite camping ground.
It was the camping place of the troops who,
twenty years later, were sent out against Black
Hawk ; and six years thereafter, for a few hours,
of the motley array that were enlisted in the
so-called Patriot War. As a point commanding
the river both up and down from the only bend
in it, the place is of military value and now fortified.
Immediately on reaching Detroit, the army
clamored to be led to Maiden. Colonel Cass
had been sent to that fort to communicate with
the commander, St. George, concerning the persons
captured on the Cuyahoga schooner. He had
opportunities to see its condition, and made it
known to the general. The latter put himself
upon the terms of his Washington letters, and
refused to move without orders. On the 9th, the
orders came, authorizing him to commence offen-
sive operations; and, after dallying a day or two,
he moved across to Sandwich, at the centre of
the present town of Windsor, and issued a spirited
proclamation, which was penned by Cass, and which
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278  ENTRY I NTO CANADA.  [CHAP. XI.  
mou nds, c ircu lar in form, one of which was covered 
with f mber. These were removed when the 
present Fort Wayne was bui l t, and were found 
fu l l  of I ndian remains and ornaments.  The sand­
hil l and springs, which have been destroyed by 
removal of much of the bank,  reached consider­
ably further up  the rive r than the fort. This 
beautiful spot was known among the French as 
Bel le Fontaine, and was, on account  of its dryness 
of soil and salubrity, a favori te camping ground. 
I t  was the camping place of the troops who, 
twen ty years later, were sent out against B lack 
Hawk ; an d six years thereafter, for a few hours, 
of the motley array that were enl i sted in the 
so-called Patriot War. As a point  commanding 
the river both up and down from the only bend 
in i t, the place is  of mil i tary value and now fortified. 
Immediately on reaching Detroit, the army 
clamored to be led to Malden .  Colonel Cass 
had been sent  to that fort to communicate with 
the commander, St .  George, concerning the persons 
captu red on the Cuyahoga schooner. H e  had 
oppo rtuni ties to see its condition, an d made it 
known to the general .  · The latter pu t himself 
upon the terms of his Washington letters, and 
refused to move without orders .  On the 9 th, the 
orders came, au thorizing him to commence offen-
ive ope rations ; and, after dallying a day or two, 
he moved across to Sandwich, at  the centre of 
the present town of Windsor, and issued a spi rited 
proclamation, which was penned by Cass, and which 
Chap. XI. | HULL'S INERTNESS. 279
General Brock found much in his way.' This
ended his serious work of invasion. Cass and
McArthur, with others, made several expeditions
and reconnoisances in force, and demonstrated the
weakness of that part of the Province, — McArthur
pushing up the Thames as far as the Moravian
towns, and bringing back considerable supplies,
and Cass reaching the Canard River, five miles
above Maiden, and driving back from the bridge,
where a battery was erected, its original guard
and reinforcements sent up from Maiden, and only
pausing when darkness set in. The refusal of
Hull to follow up their advantage was a charge
on which he was convicted. The garrison at Mai-
den was actually preparing to evacuate the place,
in expectation of an attack which they had no
force to resist.
I The following passages from Brock's Life are fully sustained by
Brock's official and private letters :
" The invasion of the western district by Brigadier General Hull, and
the artful and threatening language of his proclamation, were productive
at the outset of very unfavorable effects among a large portion of the
inhabitants of Upper Canada; and so general was the despondency, that
the Norfolk militia, consisting, we believe, chiefly of settlers of American
origin, peremptorily refused to march.
* * * -jf i« ]\Jq|. only among the miiitia was a disposition evinced
to submit tamely, but five hundred in the western district sought the
protection of the enemy. It is true that the people were then far removed
from the seat of government, and the more subject to hostile influence,
as they were principally composed of French Canadians and of the natives
of the United States, or their immediate descendants ; but even the
Indians, who were located on the Grand River, in the heart of .the pro-
vince, positively refused, with a few exceptions, to take up arms ; and
they announced their intention, after the return of some of their chiefs
from General Hull, to remain neutral, as if they wished the authorities
to believe that they would remain in peace in the midst of war." — Ltje
oj Brock, p. 204-5.
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CHAP. X I . I HULL'S INERTNES._ . 279 
General Brock found much m his way. 1 This 
ended his se rious work of invasion .  Cass and 
McArthur, with others, made seve ral expeditions 
and reconnoisances in  force, and demonstrated the 
weakness of that part of the Province,-McArthu r 
pu shing u p  the Thames as far as the Moravian 
towns, and bringing back considerable suppl ies 
and Cass reaching the Canard River, five mi les 
above Malden,  and driving back from the bridge, 
where a batte ry was erected i ts original guard 
and re inforcements sent up from Malden, and only 
pausing when darkness set m .  The refusal of 
Hu ll to follow up their  advantage was a charge 
on which he was convicted. The garrison at Mal­
den was actually p reparing to evacuate the place, 
in  expectation of an attack which they had no 
force to resist .  
1 T h e  foll o wi ng passages from Brock' s Life are ful ly sustained by 
Urock' s offici al and private l etters : 
" The invasion of the western district by Brigadier General Hul l ,  and 
t h e  artfu l  and t hreateni ng l anguage of h is  p rocl am ati on,  were prod uctive 
at the outset of very u nfavorable effects among a l arge portion of the 
inhabitant of Upper Canada ; and sn general w a  the despondency, t h at 
t h e  Norfolk mi l i t ia ,  consisting, we beli eve, chiefly of settl ers of A meri can 
origin,  peremptorily refused to m arch. 
* * ''+ * " Not only among the miiitia was a disposi t i on evinced 
to subm i t  tamely, but five h un dred in the western di strict sought the 
protecti on uf the enemy. It i s  true t hat the people were then far removed 
from t h e  seat of go•1ernment, and the more s ubj ect t o  h ost i le  infl uence, 
as they were principally composed o f  French Canad i ans and of the n atives 
of the nit ed States, or t heir i mmediate de cenclants ; b u t  even the 
Indians, who were l ocated on the Grand R i ver,  in the h eart of . t h e  pro­
vince, posit ively refused, with a fe\v exceptions, t o  t ake up arms ; and 
they announced t h e i r  i ntent ion,  aft er the return of ome of their chief 
from General Hul l ,  t o  rem ain n eutral ,  a if  t h ey w i  heel t h e  auth or i t i e. 
to believe that  t h ey would rem ain i n  peace in the m i d. t of war.' '-L1je 
oj Brork, p. 204-5 . 
280 WEAKNESS OF iMALDEN. [Chap. XL
General Brock, complaining of the apathy or
disaffection of the people, referred to the success
of ''one Watson, a surveyor from Montreal, of a
desperate character," in penetrating unopposed
with a small cavalry force as far as Westminster.'
This was no doubt Captain Joseph Watson, at one
time Secretary to the Governor and Judges, and
City Register.
The story of this period has been amply told
by many others. Maiden was exposed and weak,
and its condition was known to the army, not only
from Cass, but from spies and prisoners. The
capture was certain, and would have given the
Americans command of the Detroit River and its
approaches, as well as broken up the Indian head-
quarters ; and the line of supplies would have
been open by land to Ohio and Indiana, as he
had anticipated in his manifesto of March 6th to
the Department. The Indians along the Ameri-
can side of the Detroit River did not go over to
the British until the early part of August, and then
did it unwillingly, if not under compulsion; and if
Maiden had been taken, it would probably never
have happened. No vessel could have gone up
and down the river without coming within easy
range of batteries. The British vessels were not
formidable against land-batteries, and, more-
over, during all this time the American ves-
sel, Adams, was idle at the navy-yard on
the River Rouge, repairing, but capable of
I liiock's Life. 199.
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2 8 0  W EA K N ESS F i\! A L D E N .  lCHAP. X l .  
General B rock ,  complain ing of the apathy or  
d isaffection of  the  people,  referred to  the success 
of " one Watson ,  a su rveyor from Mon treal , of a 
desperate characte r," i n  penetrat ing u nopposed 
with a small  caval ry force as far as W estminster . 1 
This was no doubt Captain Joseph Watson,  at one 
t ime Secretary to the Governor and Judges, and 
City Registe r. 
The sto ry of this period has been amply told 
by many others .  Malden was exposed and  weak, 
and its cond it ion was known to the army, not only 
from Cass, bu t from spies and prisoners .  The 
captu re was ce rtain ,  and would have given the 
American command of the Detroit River and its 
approaches ,  as well as broken  up the I ndian head­
quarters ; and the l ine of suppl ies would  have 
been open by land to Ohio and Indiana, as he 
had anticipated in his manifesto of March 6th to 
the Department. The Indians along the Ameri­
can side of the Detroit  River did not go over to 
the B ri tish u n ti l  the �arly part of August , and then 
did i t  u nwil l ingly, i f  not  u nder compu lsion ; and if 
Malden had been taken ,  i t  wou ld p robably never 
have happened.  No vessel cou ld have gone up 
and down the river withou t coming with in easy 
range of batteries .  The Brit ish vessels were not 
formidable aga ins t  land-batte ries, and, more­
ove r, du ring all this t ime the American ves­
sel , Adams, was idle at  the navy-yard on 
the River Rouge, repairi ng, bu t capable of 
1 Bro 'k' .  Li fe .  1 99. 
Chap. XI.] DELAYS. 281
Speedy fitting, and stronger than the Queen
Charlotte. Within a very short period after the
surrender she was armed by the British with i8
guns, as the " Detroit," and on the 8th of October
was captured near Buffalo, with the Caledonia, by
Lieutenant Jesse D. Elliott, of the navy. She was
burned and General Hull lost some of his bagp-ao-e
and papers in her.
Up to the fourth of August, there was no in-
timation given by the General to the Secretary
of War, that he felt any anxiety for lack of forces
or support. In his letter of July 9th, in answer
to that allowing him to move forward, he does in-
deed say that he does not think his force equal
to the reduction of Amherstburg, and that the Sec-
retary must not be too sanguine, but that he will
do everything possible to be done. But on the
2 2d he speaks much more decidedly. He writes
that he is making preparations for the siege, which
will be ready in two weeks; that his army is able
to take Maiden by storm, but thinks it would be
with too great a sacrifice under present circum-
stances; that he is making preparations for an
attempt on the Queen Charlotte, and that if Mai-
den was in his possession he could march his
army to Niagara or York in a very short time.
At this time he knew there was to be no lake
force, and he asked for no reinforcements, and the
tone of his despatch was that of a resolute and
firm commander. His communications had not
been disturbed, and no detachments of Indians
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speedy fitting, and stronger than  the ,._, ueen 
Charlotte . With in  a very short period afte r the 
su rrender she was armed by the B ri ti sh with r 8 
guns, as the " Detroit ," and on  the 8 th of October 
was captu red near Buffalo, with the Caledonia, b) 
Lieu tenan t Jesse D .  Ell iott, of  the navy. She was 
bu rned and General Hu l l  lost some of h is  baggage 
and papers i n  -her. 
U p  to the fourth of August, there was no in ­
timation given by the General to the Secretary 
of War, that he fel t  any anxiety for lack of forces 
or support. In his lette r  of J u ly 9th, in answer 
to  that al lowing h im to  move forward, he does in­
deed say that he does not think his force equal 
to the redu ction of Amherstbu rg, and that the Sec­
retary must not be too sangui ne, but that he wi l l  
do everyth ing poss ible to be done .  But on  the 
2 2d he speaks much more decidedly. He writes 
that he i s  mak ing preparations  for the s iege, which 
wi l l  be ready i n  two weeks ; that his army i s  able 
to take Malden by storm, bu t thi nks it would  be 
with too great a sacrifice u nder p resent c i rcum­
stances ; that he i s  making preparations for an 
attempt on the Queen Charlotte, and that i f  Mal ­
den was i n  h is  possession he could  march his 
army to N iagara o r  York in a very short time.  
At this  time he knew there was to be no lake 
force, and he asked for no reinforcements, and the 
tone of his despatch was that of a resolu te and 
firm commander. His communications had not 
n d i stu rbed and no deta hment f I n  i a tL 
282
DELAYS. [Chap. XI
had been sent across the river. The ordinary
mails came through in about fifteen days from
Washington, and he had never sent expresses,
which could have gone in half the time, or resorted
to any cypher or other device to prevent mischief
by this interception. He did not inform the Sec-
retary of the opinions or urgency of his officers,
but left him to understand that they were all of
one mind with him; and in every instance when
he resorted to a council, he followed it if a single
vote of an inferior officer made a tie or a ma-
jority against action, though opposed by the su-
perior officers ; and when the majority was in favor
of prompt action, he as uniformly disregarded it.
The long delay, and the General's obstinacy in
refusing to allow any decisive action, led to all
the worst evils that followed. Knowing the delay
in his own advices, he must have known the Brit-
ish would get news of the war to the upper coun-
try first, as he was in the only American line of
travel. He took no steos to forward advices, and
does not seem to have paid any heed to the ex-
istence of Mackinaw, or the dangers it must in-
evitably run from a surprise. It was a very im-
portant post in his own civil jurisdiction, and the
lives of its garrison and people were as important
as those of his Detroit neiofhbors. He had dwelt
much in his former communications to the gov-
ernment upon the influence of the trading com-
panies over the Indians, and their inveterate ha-
tred to the Americans; and the prospect of the
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282  DELA YS. rcHAP. xi . 
had been sent across the nver. The ordinary 
mails came through in abou t fifteen  days from 
Washington ,  and he had never sen t  expresses, 
which cou ld have gone in  half the time, or  resorted 
to any cypher  or other device to prevent  mischief 
by this in terception . He did not inform the Sec­
re tary of the opin ions  or u rgency of  his officers,  
bu t left him to u nderstand that they were all of 
one mind with h im ; and in every i nstance when 
he resorted to a cou nci l ,  he followed i t  i f  a single 
vote of an i n ferior  officer made a t ie or a ma­
jori ty against action ,  though opposed by the su ­
perior officers ; and when the majo ri ty was i n  favor 
of prompt action ,  he as u niformly disregarded it .  
The long delay, and the General ' s  obst inacy in 
refus ing to al low any decisive · action,  led to al l 
the worst  evils that followed . Knowing the delay 
i n  h is  own advices ,  he must  have known the B ri t­
ish would get news of  the war to the upper cou n­
try first, as he was in the only American l ine of 
travel .  He took no steos to forward advices, and .L 
does not seem to have paid any heed to the ex-
istence of M ackinaw, or the dangers it must  in­
evitably ru n from a su rprise .  I t  was a very im­
portant  post in h i s  own c iv i l  j urisdict ion, and the 
l ives of i ts garrison and people were as importan t 
as those of h is Detroit neighbors. He  had dwelt 
much i n  h is former  commun ications to the gov­
ernment  upon the influence of the trading com­
panies ove r the I nd ians, and the ir  inveterate ha­
tred to the Americans ;  and the prospect of the 
Chap. XI.J CAPTURE OP MACKINAW. 283
capture of Mackinaw, and of the consequent let-
ting loose of the northern tribes upon the lower
country, was one which could not have escaped
his notice, if he had given ordinary thought to his
duties. The capture of that post, and the rising
of these tribes, are dwelt upon in his apology
and defence as justifying his timid course after-
wards. But they were inevitable, unless by some
vigorous course at Detroit. The rallying place
of British influence at Maiden could have been
broken up; and he had, in March, declared that
this would be an effectual measure, as no doubt
it would have been. If he had been more dili-
gent beforehand, and less astounded afterwards,
the long list of massacres on our borders would
have been diminished, if not entirely prevented.
The news of war reached the British post at
the Island of St. Joseph, and the American friends
and abettors of the British at the Sault, about
the middle of July. The force of regulars sent
from there was forty-two men and four officers,
which probably comprised most of the garrison.
On the 1 6th of July they started for Mackinaw.
The expedition consisted, besides, of the armed
brig Caledonia (afterwards captured with a large
cargo of furs at Buffalo, and doing good service
under Lieutenant Turner in Perry's fleet), 250 Ca-
nadians, servants and agents of the Northwest
Company, and traders, and 500 Indians, the sava-
ges being under command of Robert Dickson,
and John Askin, Junior, and his son. The white
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CHAP. X t . J  CAPTURE O F  MACKINAW. 283 
capture of Mack inaw, and of the consequent let­
ti ng loose of the northern tribes upon the lower 
cou ntry, was one which could not have escaped 
his notice, if he had given ordinary thought to h is  
du ties . The captu re of  that post, and the ri sing 
of these tribes, are dwelt upon in his apology 
and defence as ju stifying h is  timid course after­
wards.  
.
Bu t  they were i nevitable, u nless by some 
vigorous cou rse at Detroit .  The ral lying place 
of Brit ish influence at Malden could have been 
broken up ; and he had, in March, declared that 
this would be an effectual measu re, as no doubt 
i t  would have been .  I f  he had been more di l i­
gent  beforehand,  and less astounded afte rwards, 
the long l i st of massacres on ou r borders would 
have been d imin ished, i f  not enti rely prevented. 
The news of war reached the Bri tish post at 
the Island of St. J oseph, and the American friends 
and abettors of the British at the Sau l t, about 
the m iddle of Ju ly. The force of regulars sent 
from there was forty-two men and four officers, 
which probably comprised most of the garrison .  
On the r 6th of Ju ly they started for Mackinaw. 
The expedition consisted, bes ides, of the armed 
brig Caledonia (afterwards captu red with a large 
cargo of fu rs at Buffalo, and doing good service 
under Lieu tenant Tu rner i n  Perry' s fleet) , 2 5 0 Ca­
nadians, se rvan ts and agents of the Northwest 
Company, and traders, and 5 00 Indians, the sava­
ges being under  command of Robert Dickson 
and John Ask in ,  J u nior, and his son . The white 
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Canadians were led by John Johnston, Crawford,
Pothier, Ermatinger, La Croix, Rolette, P>anks,
Livingston and others, all traders. From 80 to
100 Indians joined them on the way, and they
found about 70 allies In Mackinaw.
Lieutenant Porter Hanks, a brave and estim-
able gentleman, commanded at Mackinaw, with a
garrison of 57 effective men and officers. On the
16th, he had hearci from an interpreter some
rumor of an intention of the Indians at St. Joseph
to make trouble, and the coolness of the chiefs at
Mackinaw induced him to believe mischief was
brewing. He consulted with the American gentle-
men on the island, and it was agreed to send
Captain Michael Dousman of the militia, who
volunteered to go out and watch the Indians. He
started in the evening near sunset, and was
captured about 15 miles out. The British landed
that night on the side of the island away from the
fort, at a beach ever since known as the British
Landing. Dousman gave his parole to take the
people and assemble them on the west side of the
island, and put them under protection of the
British guard, warning them not to go to the fort,
and telling them, if any resistance was made from
the garrison, there would be an indiscriminate
massacre of the whole population. He also agreed
not to inform the commander of anything. Pursu-
ing these directions, he succeeded in collecting the
people, and in concealing all movements from the
garrison, until the surgeon Dr. Day, passing
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2 8 4  CAPT RE O F  l\IAC K l NA W. [CH AP.  X I .  
Canadian were led by John  J oh nston,  Crawford, 
Poth ier, Ermatinger, La Croix, Rolette, Franks, 
L iv i ngston and o thers, al l traders .  From 80 to 
1 00 I ndians j oi ned them on the way, and they 
fou nd abou t  70 all ies in  Macki naw. 
Lieutenant Porter Hanks, a brave and estim­
able gen tleman,  commanded at Mack inaw, wi th a 
garri on of 5 7 effective men  and officers . O n  the 
r 6th, he had heard from an i n te rpreter some 
ru mor of an i n tention of the Ind ians at St .  J oseph 
to make trou ble, and the cool ness of  the ch iefs at 
Mack inaw i nduced him to bel ieve mischief was 
brew ing.  He consu l ted wi th the American gen tle­
men on the is land, and i t  was agreed to send 
Captain M ichael Dousman of the mi l i t ia, who 
vol un tee red to go ou t and watch the I nd ians .  H � 
started i n  the even ing near su nset, and was 
captu red abou t r 5 miles out .  The B ri tish landed 
that n ight on the s ide of  the is land away from the 
fort, at a beach ever s ince known as the Bri tish 
Landing.  Dousman gave h is  parole to take the 
people and assemble them on the west s ide of the 
is land, and put  them u nder protection of the 
B ri tish guard, warn i ng them no t  to go to the fort, 
and tel l ing them, if any resistance was made from 
the garrison, there would be an i ndiscriminate 
mas acre of the whole population .  H e  al so agreed 
not to in form the com mander of anythi ng. Pursu­
ing these d i rections , he succeeded in col lecti ng the 
peopl e , and in  cone  aling all movements from the 
garri son ,  u n ti l  the su r on Dr. Day, pas mg 
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through the village, noticed and inquired into the
excitement, and informed Hanks, who at once
prepared for defence. He discovered, however,
that the height known as old Fort Holmes, a short
distance back of the fort, and completely command-
ing it, was already occupied by the British with
artillery, and that resistance was useless. This
was the first notice he received of the declaration
of war. He did not surrender until he had sent
three American gentlemen, besides his officers,
with a flag, to ascertain the force ot the enemy,
and obtained honorable terms; nor until the un-
animous opinion of both garrison and citizens
declared it necessary.
The prisoners marched out with the honors of
war, and were paroled ; and Lieutenant Hanks
and his associate officers arrived at Detroit with
the news, on the 29th of July. The inhabitants
who refused to take the oath of allegiance were
compelled to leave the island. Some of them be-
came more than submissive, and were active and
willing renegades. The conduct of the Indians at
Mackinaw, as well as subsequendy in the lower
country, showed that they were sufficiently under
control of some, at least, of the British officers and
agents, to restrain their savagery until allowed to
indulge it by their white leaders ; and while these
deserve such credit as is due for any forbearance,
the responsibility for outrages actually committed
in the presence and under control of similar
agents elsewhere, is jusdy chargeable to all who
intentionally favored or allowed them.
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CHAP  x I . J  
through the v i l la6-e, not iced and i nq u i r d i n to th 
excitement, and in formed H anks, who at one 
prepared for defence .  H e  d iscovered, ho we er 
that the height k nown as o ld Fort H ol mes a short 
d istance back of the fort, and complete ly com man -
i ng i t , was al ready occup ied by th B ritish with 
arti l ler) and that res istance was u seless .  This  
was the fi rst notice he rece ived of  the declaration 
of  war. He did not su rren der u n ti l  he had sen t  
three American gen tlemen ,  beside h i s  officer 
with a flag, to a certain the force of the en emy 
and obtained honorable terms ; nor  un ti l  the u n ­
ani m ous op in ion of  both garrison and c i tizens 
declared i t  necessary. 
The prisoners marched out w i th the honors of 
war, and were paroled ; and Lieu tenant Hanks 
and his assoc iate officers arri ed at Detro i t  \ i th 
the news, on the 29 th of  J u ly .  The inhabitants 
who refused to take the oath of al l egiance were 
compel led to leave the is land .  Some of them be­
came more than su bm issi e ,  and were acti e and 
w il l ing renegades .  The condu ct of  the I nd ians at 
Mack inaw, as well as s ubsequentl y  in the lower 
cou ntry, showed that they were su fficient ly u n der 
control of some, at least  of the Brit i h officers and 
agent  , to restrai n thei r a a ery un ti l  a l lo \  ed t 
indu lge i t  by the ir  white leaders ; and whi le  the 
dese rve such credit a is du e for any forbearance, 
the respons ibi l i ty for outrage actua l ly  committ  d 
i n  the presence and under control  of i m i lar 
ab en  ts e lsewhere, i s  j u st ly chargeabl t al l wh 
i n tentional ly  favor d or a l low d them.  
286 DISLOYALTY IN THE NORTHERN POSTS. [Chap. XI.
Whatever allowance may be made for the old
predilections of those traders who had taken up
their abode in the United States, without electing
to retain their British allegiance, their voluntary
and unnecessary enlistment in such expeditions
was a plain act of treason, for which they deserved
punishment. But by some strange oversight in
the subsequent legislation of Congress, or by an
interpretation of their statutes which was at the
extreme verge of liberality, every one of the
settlers at Mackinaw, Green Bay, or the Sault
Ste. Marie, who occupied land on the first of
July, 1812, was confirmed in it, as a donation and
not as a right, although the testimony was clear
that nearly the whole Green Bay settlement, and
many of the people at Mackinaw and the Sault,
were actively disloyal. How far, if at all, Dous-
man, against whom the land office affidavits were
very strong, was engaged in active disaffection,
was never judicially examined. Some of the
commissioners regarded the charges as malicious.
The arrival of Lieutenant Hanks disturbed
Hull's quiet, and gave him natural alarm, and he
called for reinforcements on the day when he
received the news. But he spoke in the same
confident tone to the Secretary, and to Governors
Scott and Meigs, as he had done before, with the
air of a general who had been constantly on the
alert, saying : '* The operations of this army have
been hitherto successful, and it is of the greatest
importance that the objects should be effected."
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286 DISLOYALTY I N  T H E  NO R T HERN POSTS. fCHAP.  X I .  
Whatever allowance may be made for the old 
predi lections of those traders who had taken up  
their abode i n  the U ni ted States, wi thou t electing 
to reta in their  B ri tish al legian ce, th8'i r volun tary 
and u nnecessary en l istment  i n  such expeditions 
was a plain act of treason ,  for which they deserved 
pu n ishment. Bu t by some strange oversight i n  
the subsequent  l egislation of Congress ,  or  by an 
in terpretation  of their  statu tes which was at the 
· extreme verge of l ibe ral i ty, eve ry one of the 
settlers at Mack inaw, Green Bay, or the Sau lt 
Ste . Marie, who occu pied land on  the first  of 
Ju ly, I 8 I 2 ,  was confirmed in  i t, as a donation and 
not as a right, although the testimony was clear 
that n early the whole Green Bay settlement, and 
many of the people at  Mack inaw and the Sau lt, 
were actively d isloyal. H ow far, i f  at al l ,  Dous­
man, against whom the land office affidavi ts were 
very strong, was engaged in active d isaffection ,  
was never j udicially exam ined .  Some of the 
commissioners regarded the charges as mal ic ious .  
The arrival of Lieu tenant  Han ks distu rbed 
H u ll ' s  qu iet, and gave h im natu ral alarm, and he 
cal led for re inforcemen ts on the day when he 
received the news. Bu t  he spoke i n  the same 
confiden t  tone to the Secretary, and to Governors 
Scott and Meigs, as he had done before, with the 
air of a general who had been constan tly on the 
alert, saying : " The operations of this army have 
heen h i therto successful ,  and it is of the greatest 
importance that the objects should be effected ."  
Chap. XI.] INDIAN DEFECTION 287
It is needless to add that those patriotic gover-
nors acted with their usual promptness, and that
Detroit was not lost through their remissness, nor
from any reason to fear their duty would not be
performed.
Colonel Proctor reached Maiden a day or two
before the arrival of Hanks. He came by Lake
Erie and brought no force with him. But the
news from Mackinaw had its natural effect in de-
ciding the Brownstown Wyandots, under Walk-in-
the-Water, to submit or adhere to the British.
Information being received that Captain Henry
Brush of Ohio was coming up with supplies, Hull,
on the 4th of August, detached Major Van Home
of Findlay's Regiment to meet and escort him.
Proctor sent over a force of soldiers and Indians
to intercept him, and he was, after a gallant fight,
compelled to return. On the day when he sent
down this detachment, General Hull had written
to the Secretary of War, informing him of the
movements on the upper Thames by Major
Chambers of the British army, whom he expected
to hear from as gathering the Indians and militia to
reinfdrce Maiden, but who, as it turned out, failed
to accomplish anything, because they would not
join him. He also mentioned Proctor's arrival,
and the capture of the Brownstown Indians, b\'
whites and Indians from Maiden, as not unwilling
captives. He speaks of consulting the principal
officers, and says, as if there had been no discord,
that an attempt to storm the fort without artillery
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CHAP. XI . ]  IN DIAN DEFECTI ON 287  
I t  i s  needless to add that those patriotic gover­
nors acted with the i r  usual promptness, and that 
Detro i t  was not lost th rough their  remissness, nor 
from any reason to fear their duty would not b 
performed. 
Colonel Proctor reached Malden a day or two 
before the arrival of  Hanks .  He came by Lake 
Erie and brought no force with h im.  But  the 
news from Mack inaw had i ts natu ral effect in de­
ciding the B rownstown Wyandots ,  under Walk- in­
the-Water, to submit or adhere to the British . 
I nformation being received that Captain Henry 
Brush of Ohio was coming u p  with supplies ,  Hu l l , 
on the 4th of August, detached Maj or Van H orne 
of Findlay's Regiment  to meet and escort h im.  
Proctor sen t  over a force o f  sold iers and I nd ians 
to in tercept h im,  and he was, afte r a gal lant fight, 
compel led to retu rn . On the day when he sen t  
down this detachment, General H ul l  had written 
to the Secretary of \J\1 ar, informing h im of the 
movements on the upper Thames by Major  
Chambers of  the B ritish army, whom he expected 
to hear from as gathering the I ndians and mi l i tia to 
re inforce Malden bu t who as it tu rned out, failed 
to accomplish anything, becau se they would not 
join h im .  He also men tioned Proctor 's arri al 
and the captu re of the Brownsto\� n I ndian , by 
whites and I ndians from Malden,  as not  un\  · i l l in  · 
captives .  He  speaks of consul t ing the principal 
officers, and says, as if  there had been no discord, 
that an att mpt to s torm the fort with ut arti l l er: 
288 PECULIAR PRETEXTS. LChap. XI.
was deemed unadvisable. He also shadows forth
the Idea that possibly he may be compelled to re-
cross the river to keep open his communications
with Ohio, and states that "I am constantly obliged
to make a strong detachment to convey the pro-
visions between the foot of the rapids and De-
troit."
Some of these statements are singular, when
compared with the testimony and his own defence.
Van Home's was the first detachment he had ever
sent out for the purpose, and this, in view of the
known facilities of Proctor to send troops and In-
dians over from Maiden, was represented by Mc-
Arthur, at least, to be, as it was, grossly insufficient.
One of the charo^es Hull was convicted of was
neglect of duty in not keeping open his commu-
nications, and in sending out Van Home without
adequate force. He leaves the Secretary to infer
that he has always kept them open, that a large
force was necessary to do it, and that it might
need a movement of his entire army. This move-
ment meant, as was afterwards avowed, a conver-
sion of the whole army into a couple of garri-
sons at Brownstown and on the Raisin, which
would have left Detroit with no considerable force,
and which would almost have insured the capture
in detail of the whole line. But in fact this pro-
ject of re-crossing the river, though submitted to
a council on the first of August, had been unan-
imously scouted; and the opinion was given, with
no serious, (if any) dissent, that the only effectual
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288 P ECULI A R  P R ETEXTS.  LCHAP .  X I .  
was deemed unadvisable .  H e  also shadows forth 
the idea that poss ibly he may be compel led to re­
cross the river  to keep open h is  commu nications 
w ith Ohio, and states that " I  am constantly  obl iged 
to make a strong detachment to convey the pro­
v is ions between the foot of the rapids and De­
tro i t . "  
Some of these s tatements are s ingular, when 
compared with the testimony and h is  own defence .  
Van H orne ' s  was the fi rst detachment he had eve r  
sent  o u t  for  the purpose,  and this, i n  v iew o f  the 
known faci l i ties of Proctor to send troops .and I n ­
dians over from Malden,  was represented by  Mc­
Arthu r, at l east, to be, as i t  was, grossly insu fficien t. 
One of the charges H ull was convicted of was 
neglect of  duty in  not keeping open his commu­
nications, and i n  sending ou t Van H orne withou t 
adequate force .  H e  leaves the Secretary to i nfer  
that he  has always kept them open ,  that a large 
force was necessary to do i t, and that it m ight 
need a movement  of his enti re army. This move­
ment  meant, as was afterwards avowed, a conver­
s ion of  the whole army i n to a couple  of garri­
sons at Brownstown and on the Rais in ,  which 
would have left Detroi t  w i th no considerable force, 
and which would almost have insu red the captu re 
i n  detai l  of the whole l ine .  Bu t  i n  fact this pro­
j ect of re-cross ing the river, though subm itted to 
a counci l on the fi rst of August, had been unan ­
imously scouted ; and the opin ion was given,  wi th 
no  seriou , ( i f  any) dissent, that the only effectual 
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way to keep open communications with Ohio was
to take Maiden. The General assented to this,
and, upon the assurance that the artillery would be
ready in a day or two, it was carried by Hull's
casting vote that they should wait for the artillery.
At this time one of the two guns was ready, and
the other nearly so, and prepared in five days
after. All the colonels were in favor of an im-
mediate movement.
The mail was sent on immediately behind Van
Home, with a small mounted escort, which caught
up with him and was captured during the en-
gagement. It is a little singular, and shows dili-
gence and activity in Proctor, as well as a lack
of secrecy or fidelity in some one in the Amer-
ican camp, that both \'an Home's and Colonel
Miller's detachments, which started in the even-
ings of the 4th and 8th of August, were encoun-
tered in the morning at Brownstown and Mon-
guagon, by forces sent across the river by boats
during the night. Monguagon, the present site of
Wyandotte, (the old home of Walk-in-the- Water,)
is about six miles from Maiden, and Brownstown
not far from the same distance, and the river is
very wide, with islands intervening. The news
must have gone down on the Canada side much
faster than the troops did on the American side.
The letters captured in the mail at Browns-
town were very dismal, and furnished Brock with
the intelligence of Hull's state of mind, which gave
19
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C H A P. X I .  I M A I L  CA PTUR E D .  289 
way to keep open com mu n ications with hio \ as 
to take Malden .  The General assen ted to th is ,  
and, upon the assu rance that the arti l lery would be 
ready in a day or  two, i t  was carried by Hul l ' s  
casting vote that they shou ld wai t  for the arti l lery .  
At  th is  t ime one  of  the two gu n s  was ready, and 
the other nearly so ,  and prepared in fi, e days 
after. All the colon els  were i n  favor of an im­
mediate movement .  
The mai l  was sent  on  immed iately behi nd  Van 
Horne, with a small mou n ted escort, which caught 
up  w ith h im and was captured du ring the en­
gagement .  I t  i s  a l ittle singu lar, and shows d i l i ­
gence and activ i ty in  Proctor, as wel l  as  a lack 
of secrecy or fidel i ty i n  some one in the Amer­
ican camp, that both Van H orne s and Colonel  
Mil ler' s  detachments, which s tarted i n  the even ­
ings of  the 4th and 8th of  Augus t, were encou n­
tered
. 
in  the morn ing at Brownstown and Mon­
guagon,  by forces sen t  across the river by boats 
du ring the n ight .  Monguagon ,  the presen t  s i te of 
Wyandotte, ( the old home of \i\Talk - in -the-Wate r, ) 
i s  about s ix mi les from Malden ,  and Brownstown 
not  far from the same di stance, and the river i s  
very wide, with i slands i n terven ing. The news 
must have gone down on  the Canada s ide much 
faster than the troops did on  the Ame rican s ide .  
The letters captu red in  the mai l  at  B ro\vn s­
town were very dismal ,  and furn ished Brock wi th 
the intel l igence of H ul l ' s  state of m ind, which gave 
19 
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HULL RETREATS FROM CANADA. [Chap. XL
him confidence to assume a bold front and count
on success.'
On the 6th of August, the artillery being
ready, General Hull issued an order to attack
Maiden on the 8th. On the 7th everything was
completely prepared, when (as Hull says, because
of certain letters received from Generals Porter
and Hall on the Niagara, intimating that a force
was moving westward from that quarter,) he
suddenly, and against the indignant remonstrances
of his officers, ordered a retreat across the river ;
and the army, except a small detachment left in
an entrenchment, crossed that evening. In his
then asserted desire to open his communications,
and his subsequent profession of a wish to spare
the effusion of blood, which has since come to the
front as a reason for self-gratulation for daring to
be governed by humanity, he proposed to take his
whole army back to the Maumee. How it would
tend to save the blood of the Michigan settlers,
to leave them unprotected, and with the assurance
that the American army would not help them,
to the tender mercies of the thousands of savages
who were expected to overrun the country, is not
manifest. His whole defence against the principal
charp^es aofainst him is based on this notion of
saving blood. But when he came out from
Washington, if he did not expect to fight British,
he did expect an Indian war, and all its attendant
horrors. He knew that Tecumseh was determined
I Brock's Life, p. 267.
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2 9 0  HULL RETREATS FROM CANADA. (CHAP. X I .  
him confidence to assume a bold front  and count  
on success. 1 
On  the 6th of August, the artil lery being 
ready, General Hu ll issued an order to attack 
Malden on the 8 th .  On the 7 th everyth ing was 
completely prepared, when (as H ull says, because 
of certain lette rs received from Generals Porter 
and Hal l  on the N iagara, i n timating that a force 
was moving westward from that quarter, ) he 
suddenly, and against the indignant re�onstrances 
of his officers, ordered a retreat across the river ; 
and the army, except a small detachment left in  
an en trenchment,  c rossed that evening. I n  his 
then asserted desire to open his communications ,  
and his subsequent  profession of a wish to spare 
the effusion of blood, which has s ince come to the 
fron t  as a reason for self-gratu lation for dari ng to 
be governed by humanity, he proposed to take h is  
whol� army back to the Maumee. How i t  would 
tend to save the blood of  the Michigan settlers, 
to l eave them unprotected, and with the assurance 
that the American army would not help them, 
to the tender  mercies of the thousands of savages 
who were expected to overrun the coun try, is not 
manifest. H is whole defence against the principal 
charges-----again st him is based on this notion of 
saving blood. But  when he came ou t from 
Washington,  if  he did not  expect to fight British, 
he did expect an I ndian war, and all its attendant 
horrors. He knew that Tecumseh was determined 
1 Brock's Li fe, p .  267.  
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to clear the land of the Americans, and that the
natural process of depopulation was by unlimited
massacre and barbarity, and that this would come
unless there was fighting. The whole experience
of the west had shown that when the Indians once
begin mischief they never end it until they are
thoroughly put down ; and that the first sign of
timidity is an infallible invitation to the use of
tomahawk and scalping knife. That Hull would
not have quailed from danger that was merely
personal is very possible. He had certainly been
brave enough in his youth. But his conduct
during the whole period, from the arrival of Hanks
to the surrender of Detroit, can only be honestly
as well as charitably explained by supposing him
to have been completely unmanned and confounded
by his responsibilities and surroundings, which
before he had as strangely failed to appreciate.
He was entirely lacking in executive ability; yet
fond of asserting himself. He was afraid to take
decisive action, and a chronic procrastlnator, and
these defects relieved him from the most serious
imputations of disaffection which would otherwise
have been inevitable. If he had not been found
lacking in ordinary military qualities, no chant}-
could have saved him from worse charges.
There is no doubt, as he complains, that from
this time forth, and probably very much earlier,
his officers did not conceal their opinions of his
conduct. The proposal to retire upon the Mau-
mee was met by an unequlvoca^l avowal that his
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CH AP. X I . ]  HULL DEMO R A LIZED . 29 1 
to clear the lan d of the Americans , and that the 
natu ral p rocess of depopulation was by u nl im ited 
m�ssacre and barbarity, and that th is would  come 
u nless there was fighti ng. The whol e experience 
of the west had shown that when the I ndians once 
begin mischief they never end it un til they are 
thoroughly pu t down ; and that the first sign of  
tim idity i s  an in fall ible inv itat ion to the use of  
tomahawk and scalping kn ife .  That Hul l  wou ld 
not have quai led from da nger that was merely 
personal is  very possible .  He had certainly been 
brave enough in h is youth .  Bu t  his conduct 
during the whole period, from the arrival of Hanks 
to the su rrender of Detroit, can on ly be honestly 
as wel l  as chari tably explained by supposing him 
to have been completely un manned and con fou nded 
by his responsibil it ies and su rrou ndings, which 
before he had as strangely failed to appreciate. 
He was enti rely lack ing in execu tive abili ty, yet 
fond of asse rting h imself. He was afraid to take 
decisive action,  and a ch ronic procrastinator, and 
these defects re lieved him from the most se rious 
impu tations of disaffection which would otherwi e 
have been inevitable .  I f  he had not been found 
lacking in ord inary m il itar) qual i tie , no charity 
cou ld have saved h im from worse charges .  
There i s  no  dou bt, as he com plai ns ,  that from 
th is time forth, and probably v ry muc 1 ea rl ic: �· . 
his officers d id not conceal thei r op in ion of 1-:i 
condu ct. The proposal to re tire up n the l\1al· ­
mee was met by an u nequ ivocal avowal that his  
292 DISTRUST OF OFFICERS. MYSTERY. (Chaf. XI.
troops would not follow him. It became clear
that he had become disposed to avoid any fight-
ing. It is quite likely that thus early he saw in-
dications that his command might be divested, then
or soon after, and active measures enforced by
others; for when the time drew near for the final
act in the drama, the two most active volunteer
colonels were on detached service. As early as
the 1 2th of August, Cass and McArthur had in-
formed Governor Meigs that Hull had talked of
a surrender, and they had then determined to dis-
place him. And he probably had either informa-
tion, or else sufficient shrewdness left, not only to
know that they would never tolerate a surrender,
but to know, or infer, how they would have pre-
vented it; and he managed to thwart them.
During the interval of five days, when his army
was awaiting the completion of the siege guns
for attacking Maiden, occurred the most tragic
affair for which he was immediately responsible,
and for which neither General Hull, nor any one
else, has ever given an explanation. That he ap-
preciated the act, or desired, or actually expected
the horrid result, his worst enemy would never
have charged against him. But, so far as can be
known, he kept his action from the knowledge of
his officers, and yet confided it to some one who
made it known to the enemy. And it may be
remarked that the coincidences of evil are so
many, that it seems almost certain either that Hull
himself was a traitor, which no one supposes, or
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292 l ' T RU T O F  FFICER . M YSTER Y .  [ C H AP. X I .  
troops would not follow him.  I t  became clear 
that he had become disposed to avoid any fight­
i ng. I t  is qu ite l ikely that thus early he saw in­
dications that his command might be divested, then 
or soon after, and active n1easu res enforced by 
others ; for when the t ime drew near for the final 
act i n  the drama, the two most active volunteer 
colanels were on detached service .  As early as 
the r 2 th of  August, Cass and McArthu r had in­
form ed Governor Meigs that Hull had talked of 
a su rrender, and they had then determined to dis­
place him. And he probably had either informa­
t ion,  or else sufficient  shrewdness left, not only to 
know that they would never tolerate a su rrender, 
bu t to know, or infer, how they would have pre­
vented i t ; and he managed to thwart them.  
Du ring the i nterval of five days, when h is  army 
was await ing the completion of the siege guns 
for attacking Malden ,  occu rred the most tragic 
affair for which he  was imm ediately responsible ,  
and for which ne ither General H ull , nor any one 
else ,  has ever g iven an explanation . That he ap­
preciated the act, or  desi red, or  actually expected 
the horrid resul t, his worst enemy wou ld never 
have charged against him .  But, so far as can be 
known,  he kept h is  action  from the knowledge of 
h is  officers,  and yet confided i t  to some one who 
made it k nown to the enemy. And i t  may be 
remarked that the coincidences of evil are so 
many, that it seems almost certai n  either  that Hu ll 
h imself was a traitor� which no one supposes, or  
Chap. XI. J HULL'S MESSAGE TO CHICAGO. 293
that he had a spy or traitor constantly with him,
having means of getting possession of his plans.
But that person, whoever he was, has not been
detected and identified, and no reasonable sus-
picions have ever been aimed at any one.
On the 9th of August, 1812, a Potawatamie
chief named Winimeg, or the Catfish^ — said to have
been a faithful friend to the Americans, and a
private friend to the Kinzie family, — made his ap-
pearance at Fort Dearborn, with a letter from
General Hull to Captain Heald, the commander,
ordering him to evacuate the post and proceed
with his command overland to Detroit, leaving it
to his discretion to dispose of the public property
as he thought fit. Chicago was at this time sur-
rounded with Indians, and had been for some time
in a state of siege. Colonel Anderson, of the
Michigan Second Regiment, at the Raisin, notified
General Hull on the 5th of August, that the Indi-
ans were swarming in from the west towards
Maiden. Winimeg privately informed Mr. Kinzie
that he knew what was in the letter, and urged
him to dissuade Heald from obeying it, or to per-
suade him, if he did so, to depart at once, before
the surrounding Indians found it out. But as the
post was strong and well supplied, he urged that
it would be safe to hold out, as they had done
some time, for reinforcements. The Indians never
made much impression on any defended post, and
this advice was wise ; but Heald insisted he must
obey orders, and yet dallied several days and ag-
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CHAP. X I . J  HU LL' .. I E  E TO C H I CAGO. 2 9 3  
that he  had a spy or  trai tor con stantly with h im,  
hav ing means of gett ing possession of his plan . 
Bu t  that person, whoever h was, has not been 
detected and identified, and no reasonable u -
picions  have ever been aimed at any one .  
On the 9th of August, 1 8 1 2 , a Potawatamie 
chief named Win imeg, or  the Catfish-said to have 
been  a faithful  friend to the Americans ,  and a 
private friend  to the Kinzie family,-made his ap­
pearance at Fort Dearborn , with a le tter from 
General Hu ll to Captain Heald, the commander 
orderi ng him to evacuate the post and proceed 
with his command overland to Detroi t, leaving it 
to his discretion to d ispose of  the publ ic  property 
as he thought  fit .  Chicago was at th is  t ime sur­
rou nded with Indians,  and had been for some time 
in a state of siege. Colonel Anderson ,  of the 
M ich igan Second Regiment, at  the Rais i n ,  notified 
General Hu ll on the 5 th of August, that the I ndi ­
ans were swarming in  from the west towards 
Malden .  Winimeg privately informed M r. Kinz ie  
that he knew what was i n  the le tter, and u rged 
him to dissuade H eald from obeying i t, or to per­
suade h im,  i f  he  did so, to depart at once before 
the surrou nding I ndians fou nd i t  ou t. But  as the 
post was strong and well supplied,  he  u rged that 
it would be safe to hold ou t, as they had done 
some time, for rein forcemen t . The I ndians never 
made much impression on any defended post, and 
this  advice was wi e · bu t Heald ins i  ted he mu t 
bey rd r , and y t dal l i  d v ral day and a · -
294 CHICAGO EVACUATED. [Chap. Xl.
gravated the danger. His associates and the
civihans in the fort, who were experienced in In-
dian ways, protested against his giving up the fort;
but he was stubborn. He says in his report that
the Indians knew of his instructions as soon as
he did himself, and came flocking in from all
quarters to receive the goods which he was to
distribute. During the delay, Tecumseh sent over
a message to the Indians informing them that
Hull had crossed the river, and would no doubt
soon surrender, and calling on them to arm and
come over. In spite of all this, Heald was infatu-
ated enough to imagine that the Indians had such
a regard for him that they would not molest him
if he set out. On the 13th, Captain Wells, who
was a near relative of Mrs. Heald, and an adopted
Indian chief, having heard of the state of things
at Chicago, came over from Fort Wayne with 30
Miamis to escort Heald thither if he should be
mad enough to leave. Wells failed to make any
more impression on Heald than the rest had done,
although he assured him it would be almost cer-
tain death to go out. On the 14th Heald de-
stroyed the liquor, and surplus arms and ammu-
nition, and gave everything else to the Indians, who,
although angry at the waste, committed no violence
before he left the fort. There were some chiefs
who were friendly to the garrison, though hostile
to the Americans, and they warned Heald that the
Indians were enraged at his destruction of the
liquor and ammunition, and would murder them
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294 CHICAGO EVACUATE D .  lCHAP. X l .  
gravated the danger. H is associates and the 
civi l ians i n  the fort, who were experienced in  I n­
dian ways, protested against h is  giving up the fort ; 
bu t he was stubborn . He  says i n  his report that 
the Ind ians knew of h is  i nstructions  as soon as 
he d id h imself, and came flock ing in from all 
quarte rs to receive the goods which he was to 
distribute .  Du ring the delay, Tecumseh sent over 
a message to the I ndians informing them that 
H ull had crossed the river, and would no doubt 
soon su rrender, and cal l ing on them to arm and 
come over. In spite of all this ,  H eald was in fatu ­
ated enough to  imagine  that the I ndians had such 
a regard for him that they would not molest him 
if he set ou t. On the 1 3 th , Captain W el ls, who 
was a near re lative of M rs .  Heald, and an adopted 
I ndian chief, having heard of the state of th i ngs 
at Chicago, came over from Fort Wayne with 30 
Miamis  to escort Heald th ithe r if he should be 
mad enough to l eave . Wel ls  failed to !Dake any 
more impression on Heald than the rest had done ,  
although he assu red h im it  would  be almost cer­
tain death to go out. O n  the r 4th Heald de­
stroyed the l iquor, and su rplus  arms and ammu­
nition ,  and gave everything else to  the I ndians, who, 
al though angry at the waste, committed no violence 
before he left the fort .  There were some chiefs 
who were friendly to the garrison ,  though hosti le 
to the Americans, and they warned Heald that the 
I ndians were en raged at his destru ction of the 
l iquor and am mu n ition ,  and would murder them 
Chap. XI.] MASSACRE AT CHICAGO. 29-^)
all. One, the Black Partridge, took off a medal
which he had received from the United States,
and returned it, saying his young men could not
be restrained from shedding their blood, and he
could not wear it as an enemy. He, however,
was active in saving several ot the party.
On the 15th, they set out from the fort, at nine
o'clock, with drums beating and in military array.
Wells had blacked his face, in token of expected
death. They had marched about a mile and a half
from the fort, when they were attacked from be-
hind a row of sand hills. The Miamis took no
part on either side, and after a bloody fight, in
which ^S out of 66 soldiers were killed, as well
as two women and twelve children, the remainder
surrendered and were spared, though made pris-
oners and treated very harshly. The story of the
massacre, and of the sad fortunes of the survivors,
has been made familiar by the narratives of Mrs.
Helm, Mrs. Kinzie, and others, and need not be
enlarged upon. Mrs. Helm afterwards discovered
the scalps of some of the victims, for which boun-
ties had been paid by Colonel Proctor, and her
fearless exposure of the fact led to further im-
prisonment and insult.
In his narrative, and in his defence, Hull claims
to have had no military authority except over
Michigan and the army at Detroit, and towards
the Maumee. He even asserts the fall of Chicago
as having added to the Maiden troops before the
surrender, and as having been referred to in a
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CHAP. XI . ]  M ASSACRE AT CH ICAGO. 
all . One, the Black Partridge, took off a medal 
which he had received from the Un i ted States, 
and returned i t, say ing his young men could not 
be restrained from sheddin thei r  blood, and he 
could not wear it as an enemy. He, however, 
was active i n  saving several of the party. 
On the r 5 th ,  they set out  from the fort, at n ine  
o'clock, with drums beating and i n  m il itary array . 
Wells had blacked h is  face, i n  token of expected 
death . They had marched about a mile and a half 
from the fort, when they were attacked from be­
hind a row of sand hi l ls .  The M iamis took no 
part on e i ther s ide, and after a bloody fight, i n  
which 38  out o f  6 6  sold iers were k i l led, as well 
as two women and twelve chi ldren the remainder · 
su rrendered and were spared, though made pris­
oners and treated very harshly. The story of the 
massacre, and of the sad fortu nes of the su rvivors, 
has been made fami l iar by the narratives of Mrs. 
Helm,  M rs .  K inz ie , and other . and need not be 
enlarged upon .  M rs .  Helm after\!\ ards d iscovered 
the scalps of some of the vict ims, for which bou n­
ties had been paid by Colonel Proctor, and her  
fearless exposure of the fact  led to  fu rther im­
prisonmen t and insu l t . 
I n  h is  narrative, and in  h is  defence, Hul l  claims 
to have had no m il i tary au thori ty except over 
Michigan and the army at etroi t, and tovvards 
the Maumee. He even a sert the fall of Chicago 
as hav ing added to the Malden troops before the 
su rrender, and as having be n referred to i n  a 
296 BATTLE OF MONGUAGON. [Chap. XI.
letter received by him on the 6th of August.
Chicago was not connected with any of his com-
mand; and the mystery remains why he ventured
to assume such an authority, and why, if having
authority, he could have been so utterly ignorant
and reckless as to send what, if obeyed, was a
death warrant. And it is still further a mystery
what spy or traitor at once disclosed and circu-
lated the news. It is said to have become known
afterwards that the Indians were acting under
British orders, but whether this be so or not, they
certainly got their intelligence from that quarter,
and it started as soon as Winimeg, who did not
eet his own knowledoe from Hull.
On the 8th of August, Colonel Miller set out
with a detachment towards the Raisin, to join
Captain Brush. They rested at Monguagon that
night. The next morning they had an encounter
with a strong force of British and Indians, in
which Miller was victorious. He was compelled,
however, after waiting in vain for provisions, to
return.
On the I 2th or 13th, Brock arrived at Maiden,
with 40 regulars and 260 militia. At this time
the American outpost in Sandwich had been
evacuated, and the British began constructing
batteries near by. On the evening of the 14th,
they were discovered, and Captain Dalliba asked
leave to attack them, and said : '' Sir, if you will
give me permission, I will clear the enemy on the
opposite shore from the lower batteries." The
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29 6 B TTLE OF MONGUAGON. [CHAP. X l .  
letter received by him on the 6th of j\ugust. 
Chicago was not connected with any of his  com­
mand ; and the mystery remains why he ventu red 
to assume such an  au thori ty, and why, i f having 
au thority, he cou ld have been so u tterly ignorant  
and reckless as  to  send what, i f  obeyed, was a 
death warrant. And i t  is stil l further  a mystery 
what spy or tra i tor  at once disclosed and circu ­
lated the news. It is said to have· become known 
afte rwards that the I ndians were acting u nder 
Bri tish orders,  but  whether this be so or n ot, they 
certainly got the i r  i n tel l igence from that quarter, 
and it started as soon as Win imeg, who did not 
get his own knowledge from Hu ll . 
On  the 8th of August, Colonel Mi l ler set out  
with a detachment  towards the Rais in ,  to  j oin  
Capta in  Brush .  They rested at Monguagon that 
n ight. The next morn i ng they had an e ncoun ter  
with a strong force of  Brit ish and  I ndians, i n  
which Mil ler was victoriou s .  H e  was compel led, 
however, after waiting in vain for prov isions,  to 
retu rn . 
O n  the I 2 th or I 3 th, Brock arrived at Malden ,  
with 40 regulars and 2 60 mi li tia .  At  this t ime 
the American ou tpost in Sandwich had been 
evacuated , and the British began constructing 
batteries near by. On the evening of the 1 4th, 
they were discovered, and Captain Dall iba asked 
l eave to attack them, and said : " Sir, i f  you will 
give me p rmission ,  I will clear the enemy on the 
opposi te s h  r from th lower batte ri s . " The 
Chap. XL] McARTHUR AND CASS DETACHED. 297
General answered : " Mr. Dalliba, I will make an
agreement with the enemy, that if they will never
fire on me, I will never fire on them," completing
his answer with the aphorism, " Those who live
in glass houses, must take care how they throw
stones."
The Canada batteries were in the same place
with those which had been erected on the 5 th of
July, just before Hull had arrived, which had been
broken up by Captain Dalliba, under Major
Whistler's orders, before Hull's arrival, from the
24-pounder battery at the lower end of the town.
Whistler was then in command. On the 14th,
Hull ordered McArthur and Cass to march with a
considerable force to the River Raisin, by an
inland trail running back from the border, by the
way which has since been known as the Ypsilanti
and Tecumseh trail, striking the Raisin some dis-
tance up, at Godfroy's trading post. This road had
been taken by General Wayne when he first came
to Detroit. Captain Brush had been directed, on
the 14th, to go up and meet them. On the 15th,
Brock unmasked his battery, and sent over a
demand for a surrender, coupled with the stereo-
typed threat, that if resisted, he could not control
the Indians. This demand was received by Hull
about 10 o'clock in the morninor. At this time a
court of inquiry was sitting to examine into the
surrender at Mackinaw. Upon seeing the white
Hag, Colonel Miller adjourned the court, and
Captains Fuller and vSnelling were sent to receive
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CHAP. XI . ]  McARTHUR A N D  CASS D ETAC H ED. 29 7 
General answered : " Mr. Dall iba, I wi l l  make an 
agreement  with the enemy, that if  they wi l l  never 
fire on  me, I wil l  never fire on them," completing 
his answer wi th the aphorism, " Those who l ive 
in glass houses m u st take care how they th row 
stones . " 
The Canada batteries were i n  the same place 
with those which had been erected on the 5 th of 
J uly, j ust  before H ul l  had arrived, which had been 
broken up by Captain Dall iba, u nder Major  
Whistler 's  orders ,  before Hu ll ' s  arrival, from the 
24-pounder battery at the lower end of the town . 
Whistler  was then i n  command. On the 1 4th, 
H ul l  ordered McArthur and Cass to march with a 
considerable force to the Rf ver  Rais in ,  by an  
inland trai l  runn ing back from the border, by the 
way which has s ince been known as the Ypsilan ti 
and Tecumseh trai l ,  stri king the Rais in some dis­
tance up, at  Godfroy's  trading post. This road had 
been taken by General Wayne when he first  came 
to Detroit .  Captain Brush had been d irected, on  
the 1 4th, to  go  u p  and  meet  them. On the 1 5 th, 
B rock u nmasked his battery, and sent  over a 
demand for a surrender, coupled with the stereo­
typed threat, that if res isted, he cou ld not control 
the I ndians .  Thi s  demand was received by H ul l  
about  1 0  o'clock i n  the morning. At th is  t ime  a 
cou rt o f  i nqu i ry was s i tting to examine  in to the 
.... u rrender at Mackinaw .  Upon seeing the white 
flag, Colonel M il ler adjourned the cou rt, and 
aptai ns Fu l l  r and "n l l i n  w r s nt  t r i v  
298
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the flacr. Lieutenant Colonel McDonald and
Captain Gleig were the bearers, and were taken
blindfolded to the house of Major Henry J. Hunt,
and detained for Hull's answer. The answer was
not given until about 3 o'clock in the afternoon,
when it was handeci over. This reply was a proper
one, that the general was prepared to meet
Brock's force and any consequences from its use.
It contained, in addition, a disclaimer of two acts
in Canada, one an unauthorized flag of truce
which had gone about a month before, while Cass
was at the Canard, without that officer's know-
ledge, and the other the burning of a house when
the battery in Canada was abandoned a few
days before, either destroyed by accident or by
others than the troops. It does not appear that
any explanation had been demanded of these acts,
or that complaint had been made of them recently,
if at all. On the same day, Hull sent out a
message to recall Cass and McArthur. They had
been gone not far from twenty-four hours when
the messenger started, and had been sent on
urgent business. They were reached in the even-
ing of the 15th, and the detachment hurried
back by a night march, and arrived at the River
Rouge the next morning, about the time of the
surrender.
On receiving Hull's message, the Canadian
guns opened upon the town, and the cannonade
was kept up until late in the night, being vigor-
ously responded to from the American batteries, not
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29 8 BRITISH -SUMMONS R EJ ECT E D .  LCHAP. XI .  
the flag. Lieutenant Colonel McDonald and 
Captain Gle ig were the bearers, and were taken 
b l indfolded to the hou se of Major  Henry J .  Hun t, 
and deta ined for H u l l ' s  answer. The answer was 
not given u n til abou t  3 o 'clock in the afternoon,  
w hen it was handed over. This reply was a proper 
o n e ,  that the general was prepared to meet 
B rock ' s  fo rce and any consequences from i ts use .  
I t  contained, i n  addition ,  a disclai -mer of two acts 
in  Canada, one an u nauthorized flag of truce 
which had gone abou t a month before, while Cass 
was at the Canard, withou t that officer' s know­
ledge, and the othe r the bu rning of a house when 
the battery in  Canada was abandoned a few 
days before, either destroyed by acciden t or by 
others than the troops. I t  does not appear that 
any explanation had been  demanded of these acts, 
or that complain t had been made of them recen tly, 
if at al l .  On the same day, H ul l  sen t  out  a 
message to recall Cass and l\1cArthur. They had 
been gone not far from twenty-four hours when 
the messenger s tarted, and had been sen t  on 
u rgen t  busin ess. They were reached i n  the even­
ing of  the 1 5 th ,  and the detachment  hurried 
back by a n ight march, and arrived at the R iver 
Rouge the next  morn ing, about  the t ime of the 
su rrender .  
On receivi ng H ul l ' s  message, the Canadian 
guns  opened upon  the town ,  and the cannonade 
was kept up un t i l  late in the n ight, being vigor­
ously responded to from the American batte ries, not 
Chap. XI.] PREPARATIONS FOR ATTACK. 299
without effect. The summons was understood to
be the prelude to an attack, and on the afternoon
of the 15th, Major (afterwards General) Jessup,
who was Hull's brigade-major, inquired into the
arrangement of the forces, which were all ordered
to be posted in proper positions. Colonel Brush
was to command the Michigan militia, at the up-
per end of the town, which bordered on his farm.
Colonel Findlay's regiment and the Michigan Le-
gion, (a corps of four companies of experienced
soldiers, under Major Witherell, Judge of the Su-
preme Court, and a Revolutionary officer,) were
to form back of the town, where the remainder
of McArthur's and Cass's regiments were also
stationed. These positions not being well-chosen,
were changed before daylight the next morning,
so that Findlay's regiment was moved further
west, where he commanded the approaches to the
town under cover of lines of high picket fences
along the road ; and the other Ohio troops were
subsequently, or about the same time, joined to
his.
The movement of the enemy towards Spring-
wells, and the collecting of boats and moving up
of British vessels, began before darl^ on the 15th.
Captain Snelling had been sent clown to the Sand
Hill, with a few men and a small field-piece, to
watch the crossing and report, and to return be-
fore daylight. It was urged by him, and by Major
Jessup and General Taylor, that one or two
24-pounders could be placed so as to drive off
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CHAP. X I . ]  PREPARATIONS FOR ATTACK .  299 
without effect. The summons was u nderstood to 
be the prelude to an  attack, and on the afternoon 
o_f the r 5 th ,  Major  (afterwards General) J essup ,  
who was Hu ll ' s  brigade-major, i nqu i red into the 
arrangement of the forces, which were al l ordered 
to be posted in proper positic;ms.  Colonel B rush 
was to co mmand the Mich igan m il i tia, at the up­
per end of the town ,  which bordered on his farm . 
Colonel Findlay 's  regi�en t and the M ichigan Le­
gion,  (a corps of fou r companies of experienced 
soldiers, u nder Maj or Witherel l ,  J udge of  the Su­
preme Court, and a Revolu tionary officer,) were 
to form back of the town, where the remainder 
of McArthu r 's and Cass 's  regiments were also 
stationed.  These posit ions not being well -chosen ,  
were changed before dayl ight the next morni ng, 
so that F indlay' s regimen t  was moved fu rther 
west, where he commanded the approaches to the 
town u nder cover of l ines  of h igh picket fences 
along the road ; and the other Ohio troops were 
subsequently, or  abou t the same t ime, joined to 
his .  
The movement o f  the enemy towards Spring­
wel ls ,  and the collect ing of boats and moving up 
of Brit ish vessels , began before darl{ on  the r 5 th .  
Captain Snell i ng had been sen t down to  the Sand 
H il l ,  with a few men and a small field-piece, to 
watch the crossing and report, and to retu rn be­
fore dayl ight. It was u rged by him and by Major 
Jessup and General Taylor, that one or two 
24-pounders could be placed so as to drive off 
300 NON-RESISTANCE. [Chap. XI.
the vessels and command the crossing. A proper
place was found on high ground, but Hull re-
fused, on various pretexts, all of which were shown
to be insufficient. Both Jessup and Snelling begged
permission to cross and spike the guns, but vainly.
No movement was made by the enemy to cross
during the night, nor until 7 o'clock in the morn-
ing of the 1 6th. At this time the troops and
guns were all well posted near the town, so as
to command the approaches, and Lieutenant An-
derson had a battery on the bluff directly com-
mandino- the road and ravine where the British
would be obliged to cross the Savoyard on a
narrow bridoe. No resistance was made to their
landing at Springwells, and no attempt was made
to harass them on the road — about three miles
long — which was lined most of the way, on one
or both sides, wdth close pickets and orchards,
which could have been made available to annoy
them. There were also two or three bridges along
the road, the destruction of which would have
made any approach difficult. The British bat-
teries in Canada opened in the morning, and were
answered from the American batteries.
After sonfe time two balls took effect in the
fort, killing Lieutenant Hanks, Lieutenant Sibley,
Dr. Reynolds, and two privates, and wounding Dr.
Blood. Up to this time, the forces outside had
not been allowed to do anything against the ene-
my, who were advancing 750 strong up the River
Road. Upon the fatal result of these balls, which
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300 NON- R ES I  TANC E .  r c HAP .  x 1 .  
th ve sels and command the crossing. A proper 
place was found  on  high ground, bu t H ul l  re­
fu sed, on variou s pretex ts, all of which were shown 
to be insu fficient. Both J e  sup  and Snel l i ng begged 
permiss ion to cross and spike the guns, bu t  vai nly .  
No  movement  was made by the enemy to cross 
d u ri ng the n ight, nor u n ti l  7 o'clock in the �orn­
i ng of the 1 6th. At thi s  time  the troops and 
-u ns were al l wel l  poste0 near the town ,  so as 
to command the approaches, and Lieutenant  An-
erson had a batte ry on the bluff  d i rectly com­
manding the roap and ravine  where the Bri ti sh 
would be obliged to cross the Savoyard on  a 
narrow bridge . No resistance was made to the i r  
land ing at Sp ringwells ,  and no attempt was made 
to harass them on the road-abou t th ree m iles 
long-which was l i ned most of the way, on  one 
or  both s ides ,  w i th close pickets and orchards, 
wh ich could have been made cl vai lable to annoy 
them .  There were also two or three bridges along 
the road, the destruct ion of which would  have 
made any approach d ifficu l t . The Brit ish bat­
te ries i n  Canada opened i n  the morning, and were 
answered from the American batter ies .  
Afte r sorrfe t ime two bal ls took effect in the 
fort, k i l l ing Lieutenant Hanks, Lieu tenan t Sibley, 
Dr. Reynolds·, and two privates,  and wou nding Dr . 
Blood. Up  to thi s  t ime, the forces ou tside had 
not  bee n allowed to do anything against the ene­
my, who were advanc ing 7 5 0  strong up the River 
Road . U po n  the fatal resu l t  o f  these bal ls ,  which 
Chap. XI. J
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appeared to bewilder and terrify him, Hull im-
mediately sent over his son and aid (Captain A.
F. Hull) with a flag of truce, to Canada, to Gen-
eral Brock, whom he supposed to be there. At
this time, and through the morning of the i6th,
(although there was some conflict as to the ap-
pearances on the 15th), there was a general agree-
ment among the majority of the witnesses that
Hull showed signs of extreme agitation and fear ;
that his appearance was squalid, and his face stained
and filthy with tobacco juice, and his self-posses-
sion entirely destroyed.
It has been gravely urged that opinions of
eye-witnesses cannot be given to show their im-
pression of a man's state of mind, from the ap-
pearance of his countenance and his actions.
General Hull has laid great stress upon this, and
some others have thoughtlessly followed him, and
arraigned the court martial as unfair for receiv-
ing it. Such an objection is so palpably absurd
to any one who has ever paid attention to testi-
mony, and the means of proof of human emo-
tions and sentiments, that it is surprising it was
ever started. That this testimony produced great
effect was inevitable, as it was ver)' plain and
forcible, and harmonized with the surroundings.
It convinced the court, as it has convinced others,
and as it can hardly fail to convince any one who
does not accept General Hull's theory, which seems
to have been that the witnesses were perjured
conspirators, and the court a forsworn body of
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CHAP .  X I . J H L L ' ,  A G JT  Tl < >  3 0 1  
appeared to b wi lder  and t rr i fy h im , H u l l  im ­
mediately sen t  o er h is  son .and aid ( Captain A.  F .  Hul l )  with a flag of  truce, t o  Canada, to en­
eral Brock, whom he supposed to be there .  At  
this t ime, and through the m orn ing of the I 6th , 
(although there was some conflict  as to the ap­
pearances on the r 5 th) , there was a general agree­
men t among the majori ty of the witnesses that 
H u 1 1  showed s igns of extreme agi tat ion and fear ; 
that h is  appearance was squal id ,  and hi  face sta ined 
and fil thy wi th tobacco j u i ce and his self-posses­
s ion ent i rely destroyed . 
I t  has been gravely u rged that opi n ions  of 
eye-w i tnesses can not  be given to show the ir  i m ­
pression o f  a man 's  state o f  mind ,  from the ap­
pearance of h i s  cou n tenance an d his act ions .  
General H u ll has la id great s tress u pon th is ,  and 
some others have thoughtlessly followed h im ,  and 
arraigned the cou rt martial as u n fa i r  for receiv­
ing i t .  Such an object ion is  so palpabl) absu rd 
to any one who has ever paid atten tion to test i ­
mony, and the means  of proof of human emo­
t ions and sent imen ts ,  that i t  i s  su rpris ing i t  \\ as 
ever s tarted. That th i s  testimony produced great 
effect was i nevitable, as i t  was very plai n and 
forcible ,  and harmonized with the su rrou nd ing . .  
I t  con inced the cou rt, as i t  has conv in ced other . 
and as i t  can hardly fail to convince any one " ho 
does not  accept General H ul l ' s  theory, which seems 
to have been that the wi tnesses were perj u red 
conspirators, and the cou rt a forsworn body of 
302 SURRENDER. [Chap. XI.
administration satellites, bound to make him a
scapegoat for the transgressions of the President
and War Department.
During this time the British, under Brock,
were advancing up the road, and approaching
within a mile of the fort. Hull ordered Findlay's
regiment to march into the fort, where there was
no room for such a crowd to do anything. Be-
fore they reached it, he hoisted a white flag, and
had sent to General Brock announcing that he
would surrender. And he did surrender, under
the same abject terror and bewilderment, without
the ordinary terms. His troops were not even al-
lowed the honors of war, nor permitted to be
discharged on parole, nor was any arrangement
made for the benefit of the Canadians who had
accepted his protection. He put himself entirely
in the control of Brock, by offering surrender
without any previous parley, and the articles as
drawn and signed by the officers on both sides,
were as nearly as possible the terms of an un-
conditional surrender. He had difficulty in getting
any officers to represent him at all, and only
succeeded upon the representation that it was his
act and not theirs.
A supplementary article allowed the Ohio
troops to go home on parole. A second supple-
ment gave the same privilege to Major Witherell's
Michigan troops. These conditions were no part
of the original stipulation, nor is it explained how
or why they were made. Cass and Mc Arthur
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302 SURREN DER . [CHAP. XI .  
adm inistration sate l l i tes bound to make him a 
scapegoat for the transgressions of the Presiden t  
and  War Department. 
During this t ime the Briti sh,  under Brock, 
were advancing up the road, and approaching 
within a mi le  of the fo rt. H ul l  ordered Findlay's 
regiment  to march in to the fort, where there was 
no room for such a crowd to do . anything. Be­
fore they reached it, he hoisted a white flag, and 
had sent to General B rock annou ncing that he 
would su rrender. And he did su rrender, u nder 
the same abject  terror  and bewilderment, wi thou t 
the ordinary terms .  H is troops were not even al­
lowed the honors of war, nor perm itted to be 
discharged on parole ,  nor was any arrangement  
made for the benefit of the Canadians who had 
accepted his  protection . He  put  himself entirely 
in  the control of B rock, by offering surrender 
without  any previous parley, and the articles as 
drawn and signed by the officers on both sides, 
were as nearly as possible the terms of  an u n ­
con ditional su rrender. H e  had difficu l ty in  getti ng 
any officers to represen t  . him at al l ,  and on ly 
succeeded upon the representation that i t  was h is  
act  and not  the irs .  
A supplementary article  allowed the Oh io 
troops to go home on parole .  A second supple­
ment  gave the same privilege to Maj or Witherel l ' s  
M ichigan troop . These conditions  were no part 
of  the original st ipulation ,  nor is it explained how 
or why they were made. Cass and McA'rthur  
Chap. XI. 1 TERMS OF CAPITULATION. 303
had not come in, and might easily have escaped.
The capitulation would, no doubt, — and Hull so
intimates, — have been gladly accepted without
them, rather than not obtained, and he says he
included them for their own safety. Brock was in
great dread that they would attack him in the rear,
and if the fort had held out an hour or two he
would have been in a very perilous condition.
He states that he hastened his movements to
reach the fort, and attack it, before McArthur
could come up, knowing him to be near. No
proof could be more conclusive that he knew Hull
would capitulate; for the idea of a garrison of
larger force than the assailants being unable
to defend themselves for two or three hours,
never could have entered the head of that
gallant soldier.' He says in his report, somewhat
cautiously: "Certain considerations induced me
to agree to the two supplementary articles."
What these considerations were, he does not ex-
plain. General Hull himself refers to them as
separate private agreements. No doubt it was
for Brock's advantage not to have to furnish ra-
tions to so large a body of men, nor could he
probably have felt very safe in having a force of
unparoled prisoners larger than his own army.
He may also have had some compunctions for
I In a private letter to one of his brothers, General Brock says :
'' I crossed the river, contrary to the opinion of Colonel Proctor, , &c. ;
it is, therefore, no wonder that envy should attribute to good foitune
what, in justice to my own discernment, I must say proceeded from a
cool calculation of the pours and contres:'—Ltfe, p. 267.
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CH AP. X I . ]  TERMS OF C A P I TU LATION . 303 
had not come i n ,  and m ight easi ly have e caped . 
The capi tulation wou ld, no  dou bt, - and Hu ll so 
in timates, - have been gladly accepted w i thou t  
them, rathe r than not  obtained, and  he  says he 
inclu ded them for the i r  own safety .  B rock was in  
great dread that they wou ld attack hi m in  the rear, 
and if the fort had held ou t an hou r o r  two he 
would have bee n i n  a very pe ri lous cond i tion . 
He states that he  haste ned h i s  movemen ts to 
reach the fort, and attack i t, before McA rthu r  
could come up ,  knowing him to be near. No 
p roof cou ld be  more conclus ive that he  knew H ul l  
wou ld capi tu late · for the idea of a garrison of  
larger force than the assai lan ts bei ng unable 
to defend themselves for  two or  three hou rs , 
never could have en tered the head of that 
gal lant soldier. 1 H e  says in his report, somewhat 
cau tiously : " Certa i n cons ide rations  induced me 
to agree to the two su pplementary art icles . ' '  
What these cons iderations we re, he does no t  ex­
pla in . Gene ral H u ll h imself re fe rs to them as 
separate p rivate agreemen ts. No doubt it was 
for B rock ' s  advan tage not  to have to fu rn ish ra­
tion s  to so large a body of men ,  nor  cou ld he 
probably have fe l t  very afe in having a force of 
u nparoled p rison ers Iara-e r than hi  own arm) . 
He may also have had som e compunction for  
1 I n  a pri v at e  letter t o  one o f  h i  brother�, General Br ck , ays : 
" I  crossed t h e ri ver , cont rary to the  opinion of Colon el Proctor,--, c"c. ; 
i t  i , t h erefore, no wonder t h a t  envy should at tr ibute  t o  �uod fort u n e  
what ,  in  j us�ice t o  m y  own di  cern rnent,  I m u-t �ay proceeded from a 
cool calculation of t h e  pours and contres. ' '-Lzfe, p. '267.  
304
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General Hull, whose condemnation and punish-
ment for such an unconditional surrender could
not have been avoided. The article concerning
the Ohio troops was made very shortly, and on
the same day. Cass and McArthur had sent up
Captain Mansfield to inquire into the terms of
the surrender, with notice that they should not
submit if it was unconditional. That concern-
ing the Michigan troops must have been made
later, as Major Witherell was taken down the
lake as a prisoner, and only submitted to parole
at Kingston. There is something curious about
this, as Brock's report implies that it was made
as early as the 1 7th. General Hull was, on his
arrival at Montreal, offered his discharge on parole,
by Sir George Prevost, without request, and was
allowed to go home. The other officers who had
been captured at Detroit, or while fighting else-
where, were not so easily parted with. General
Brock's reports are destitute of any expressions
of respect towards General Hull, and the contem-
porary reports of the private statements of Gen-
eral Brock, and other British officers, indicate that
they did not regard him favorably. '
The garrison and forces thus basely surrend-
ered were enraged and confounded, as well they
might be. The American force at Detroit, with-
out counting Cass and McArthur's detachments,
exceeded Brock's white army by about 400. Upon
this the testimony is full. It is very well known
I 3 Niles Reg., 44.
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3 04 H U L L  PA ROLED rcHAl'.  x 1 . 
General H ull ,  whose condemnation and pu nish-
1nent  for such an  u ncondit ional su rrender could  
not  have been avoided. The article concerning 
the Ohio troops was made very shortly,  and on 
the same day. Cass and McArthu r had sent  u p  
Ca.ptain Mansfield to inqu i re in to the terms of 
the su rrender, w i th notice that they should not 
submit i f  i t  was u ncondit ional . That concern­
i ng the Michigan troops must have been made 
later, as M ajor  W itherell ' was taken down the 
lake as a prisoner, and only submitted to parole 
at  Kingston .  There i s  someth ing cu riou s about 
this ,  as B rock's report impl ies that i t  was made 
as early as the I 7 th .  General Hu l l  was, on h is  
arrival at  Montreal, offered h is  discharge on parole ,  
by Sir George Prevost, w i thout request, and was 
al lowed to go home.  The other officers who had 
been captu red at Detroi t, or whi le fighting else­
where, were not so easily parted with .  General 
B rock ' s  reports are destitu te of  any expressions 
of respect towards General H u ll ,  and the con tem­
porary reports of  the private s tatements of ' Gen ­
eral B rock,  and other B rit ish officers ,  i nd icate that 
they did not regard him favorably. 1 
The garrison and forces thus basely su rrend- · 
ered were enraged and confounded, as well they 
m ight be. The American force at Detroit, w i th­
out coun ting Cass and McArthu r' s detachments ,  
exceeded Brock 's  white army by about  400. Upon 
this  the testimony is fu ll .  I t  is very well known 
1 3 N i l es Reg. , 44. 
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that Indians were never of any use against a gar-
rison in camp; and the forces of Cass and Mc-
Arthur, with the rest, far exceeded Brock's whites
and Indians together. When we remember the
previous sieges of Detroit, under Dubuisson and
Gladwin, and the subsequent events at Fort Meigs
and Fort Stephenson, the course of Hull becomes
so astounding that it excites our amazement to
know what men can be led to do. when their
judgment and courage have utterly deserted them.
On the very day when Detroit was surrendered,
Fort Dearborn — evacuated the day before under
Hull's orders — was burned. At the same time
another Hull was actively engaged in looking after
enemies on the ocean ; and three days thereafter,
m the Constitution, captured the Guerriere from a
gallant enemy, Captain Dacres, who was not long
after exchanged for Colonel Miller, one of the
noblest soldiers of any of our wars.
On the 1 7th of August, Captain Elliott made
his appearance at Brush's camp, near Godfroy's
post on the Raisin, and claimed his surrender
under the capitulation. The oudying troops were
not included in the articles, but Hull undertook
to cover them afterwards. It being'the unanimous
opinion of Colonel Anderson, Captains Rowland
and Brush, and the remaining officers, that they
were not within the surrender, uiey declined lo
accede to the demand. Captain Rowland was in
favor of remaining in camp and keeping up the
■J.0
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N T  �Of.J CHAP. XI. ]  CONTEM POR A N EOUS EV E S ELSE W H ER E .  
that Ind ians were neve r of any u se against a ga r­
ri ·on in camp ; and the forces of Cass and Mc­
Arthu r, with the rest, far exceeded Brock 's  whites 
and I ndians toge the r. \i\lhen w e  remember  the 
p revious sieges of Detroit, u n der D ubu isson and 
Gladwin ,  and the subsequent  even ts at Fort Meigs 
and Fort Stephenson the cou rse of H ul l  becomes 
so astou nding that it exci tes ou r amazemen t to 
know what men can be led to do, wh en th i r  
j u dgment and cou rage hav� u t terly dese rted them .  
On the very day when Detro i t  was su rrendereJ, 
Fort Dearborn - evacuatecl the day before under  
H u l l ' s  orders - was bu rned. At the same time 
another H u ll was acti vely engaged in looking afte r 
enemies on the ocean ; and th ree days the reafte r, 
in  the Cons ti tu  tion ,  captu red the Guerriere from a 
gallant enemy, Captain Dacres, who was not long 
after exchanged for Colonel M i l le r, one of  the 
noblest  soldiers of any of  our  wars .  
On the r 7 th of Augu st, Captain El l iott made 
his appearance at B ru sh 's  camp, near  Godfroy ' s  
post on the Rais in ,  and  cla imed h is s u rrender 
u nder the capitu lation . The ou tly ing troops were 
not  inc luded in  the articles, bu t H ul l  undertook 
to cover them afte rwards. It  being th u nan imous 
opinion of  Colonel Ander on ,  Captain Rovvlancl 
and Bru sh ,  and the remain ing officer · ,  that they 
were not w ithi n  the su rrender, they decl i ned ' o  
accede to the demand . Captain R v land wa · 111 
favor of remain ing in camp and keeping up  the 
:W 
306 TWO COURTS MARTIAL. fCHAP. XI.
post. In this he was overruled, and the troops
retired. Captain Brush having been tried by
court martial for an alleged violation of duty In
regard to the surrender, the court unanimously
decided that his course in refusing to hold it
binding on his force was correct and laudable.
A court martial was ordered in January, 1813,
to meet on the 25th day of February, 181 3, to try
General Hull. This court was dissolved without
meeting. A second court convened at Albany on
the 3d of January, 181 4, consisting of Major
General Henry Dearborn, President; Brigadier
General Joseph Bloomfield, Colonels Peter Little,
William N. Irvine, J. R. Fenwick, and Robert
Bogardus ; and Lieutenant Colonels James House,
William Scott, William Stewart, Samuel S. Conner,
S. B. Davis, and John W. Livingston. Martin
Van Buren acted as special judge advocate, Philip
S. Parker being army judge advocate.
The trial was had on the charges and specifi-
cations drawn up by Alexander J. Dallas for the
first court, including charges of (i) treason, (2)
cowardice, and (3) neglect of duty. He was ac-
quitted upon the charge of treason, and convicted
upon the other two charges, though acquitted on
some of the particular specifications under charges
2 and 3.
The charges of cowardice on which he was
convicted embraced, first, his retreat from Canada
after his entry and proclamation, and other pro-
fessions of activity ; second, fear shown during the
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306 TWO COURTS M ARTI AL. (CHAP. X I .  
post. In this he was overru led, and the troops 
reti red. Captai n Brush having been tried by 
court martial for an al leged violation of duty i n  
regard to the surrender, the court u nanimou sly 
decided that his cou rse in refus ing to hold it 
b inding on his force was correct and laudable .  
A court martial was ordered i n  January, I 8 I 3 ,  
to meet on the 2 5 th day of February, I 8 I 3 ,  to try 
General Hu l l .  This court was di ssolved withou t 
meeting. A second court convened at Albany on 
the 3d of January, . I 8 1 4, consist ing of Major  
General H enry Dearborn, President ; B rigadier  
General J oseph Bloomfield, Colonels Peter Little ,  
W ill iam N. I rv ine, ] .  R .  Fenwick, and Robert 
Bogardus ; and Lieutenant Colonels James H ouse ,  
Wil l iam Scott, Wil l iam Stewart, Samuel S .  Conner, 
S .  B .  Davis, and John W .  Livingston .  Martin 
Van Bu ren acted as special j udge advocate, Phi l ip  
S .  Parker be ing army judge advocate. 
The trial was had on the charges and specifi­
cations  drawn up by Alexander ] .  Dallas for the 
first cou rt, includi ng charges of ( I ) treason ,  ( 2 )  
cowardi ce ,  and  ( 3 )  neglect of  duty .  H e  was ac­
qu i tted upon the charge of treason , and convicted 
upon the other two charges, though acqu i tted on 
some of the particular specifications u nder charges 
2 and 3 .  
The charges o f  cowardice on which h e  was 
convicted embraced, first, his retreat from Canada 
afte r his en try and proclamation ,  and other pro­
fessions of activ i ty ; second, fear shown during the 
Chap. XI. 1 FINDINGS OF THE COURT.
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cannonade and at various times ; third, a series
of delinquencies on the i6th day of August, embrac-
ing cowardly acts and expressions, skulking from
danger, making no attempt to prevent the enemy's
crossing, making no personal reconnoissance on
their approach, and failing to offer battle, and
other acts immediately connected with the sur-
render. These last were hastily sending out flags
of truce tor surrender, keeping away from the
troops in a place of safety, giving fluctuating,
inconsistent, and in some cases incoherent orders,
calling troops from without into the fort where
they were over-crowded, and the precipitate
declaration of surrender before askingr for terms.
Fourth, because in his surrender he did not require
that his men should receive the honors of war ; —
that he did not stipulate for protection to the
Canadians who had joined him, and who would
otherwise be liable for treason ; that he did not
reserve the right to report to the Secretary of
War, but turned everything over to the enemy ;
and that the surrender was not due either to the
superior force or means of the enemy, or to lack
of means in his own army.
The specifications of neglect of duty on which
he was convicted were, first, a neglect to inspect,
train, review and order his men, between their
arrival at Detroit and surrender. The charges ot
previous neglect were not sustained, because there
was no opportunity on the march. Second, his
delays in Canada ; third, allowing his communica-
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CHAP. X I . J  F I N D I NGS OF T H E  COURT . 307 
cannonade and at various times ; thz"rd, a series 
of del inquencies on the I 6th day of August, embrac­
ing cowardly act and  xpress ions ,  sku lk ing from 
danger, makin no attempt to prevent  the enemy's 
c rossing, making no personal reconnaissance on 
the ir  approach, and fai l ing to offer battle, and 
other acts i m mediately connected with the su r­
render. These last were has t i ly sending ou t flags 
of truce for  su rrender, keeping away from the 
troops i n  a place of safety, giv ing fluctuating, 
incons is�en t, and in some cases i ncoherent  orders, 
cal l ing troops from wi thout i nto the fort where 
they were over-crowded, and the prec ip i tate 
declaration of su rrender before aski ng for te rms. 
Fourth, because in h is  surrender he did not requ i re 
that h is  men should receive the honors of war ;­
that he did not  st ipulate for protection to the 
Canadians who had j oined h im and who wou ld 
otherwise be l iable for treason ; that he did not 
reserve the right to report to the Secretary of 
War, but tu rned everyth ing over to the enemy ; 
and that the su rrender was not du e either to the 
superior force or means of the enemy, or to lack 
of means i n  h is  own army. 
The specifications of neglect of duty on which 
he was convicted were, first, a negl ect to in pect 
train ,  review and order his men ,  between the ir  
arrival at De troit and u rrender. The charge� of 
previous neglect we re not  ustained, because the r  
was no opportun i ty on the march . econd h is 
delays i n  Canada ; tlzz"rd, allowin hi commun ica-
308
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tions to be cut off, and failing to supply and
support Van Home. He was acquitted of any
criminal negligence In falling to supply Colonel
Miller. Fourth, his failure to advance upon Maiden
after Cass had taken the bridge on the Canard
River ; fifth, neglect to prevent the erection of the
Sandwich batteries, or to fortify at Springwells,
in advance of the landing, or to annoy or oppose
the enemy while landing.
It has been intimated that the court made a
wholesale and indiscriminate finding, and that the
verdict was only qualified enough to give an ap-
pearance of deliberation. This is not a fair state-
ment. There was testimony, which, if this had
been a trial by jury, would have authorized them
to consider every one of the charges and speci-
fications from treason downwards. That, in weigh-
ing the testimony, the court regarded the treason
as not proven, does not indicate that the charge
was frivolous. Their conclusion was satisfactory
to candid minds. If it had not been, public opin-
ion would have criticized the remission of the
penalty for the other acts. The editor of Niles'
Register, after the first publication of General
Hull's statements, used this language: "We have
now before us the letters of this unfortunate com-
mander. If we give all faith to everything he
says, we must acquit him of treachery, though w^e
may form opinions of his conduct almost as dis-
honorable to him." ' His letters contained the
I 3 Niles R., 57.
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308 CON D UCT O F  T H E  COURT. [ CH AP. X I .  • 
tions to be cu t off, and fail ing to u pply and 
support Van H orne.  He was acqu itted of any 
criminal negl igence i n  fai l ing to supply Colonel 
Mil ler. Fourth , his failure to advance upon Malden 
after Cass had taken the bridge on the Canard 
River ; fifth, neglect to prevent the erection of the 
Sandwich batteries ,  or  to fortify at Sp ringwells, 
i n  advance of the landing, or  to annoy or  oppose 
the enemy whi le  landing. 
It has been i n timated that the cou rt made a 
wholesale and indiscriminate finding, and that the 
verdict was only quali�ed enough to give an ap­
pearance of del iberation .  This is  not  a fair state­
ment. There was testimony, which ,  if this  had 
been a trial by j u ry, would have au thorized them 
to consider every one of the charges and speci­
fications from treason downwards. That, in weigh­
ing the test imony, the court  regarded the treason 
as not proven ,  does not indicate that the charge 
was frivolous .  Their  conclus ion was satisfactory 
to candid m inds .  I f  i t  had not been, publ ic opin­
ion wou ld have cri ticized the rem iss ion of the 
penalty for the other acts. The editor  of N iles ' 
Register, after the first  pu blication of General 
H ul l ' s  statements ,  u sed this language : " We have 
now before u s  the le tters of th is  unfortunate com­
mander. If we give al l faith to everything he 
says, we must acqu i t  him of treachery, though we 
may form opin ions of his conduct  almost as dis­
honorable to him . "  1 H is le tters contained the 
1 3 Niles R., 5 7. 
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whole substance of his subsequent defence, con-
tradicting some things sworn to by witnesses
afterwards ; and this was not the verdict of an
enemy. Under the charge of cowardice he was
convicted of every specification but one, which
was that he was guilty of " forbidding the Ameri-
can artillery to fire on the enemy on their march
to Detroit." The evidence on this, though con-
flicting, was that Anderson was reserving his fire
until the enemy got in grape-shot range, near the
crossing of the Savoyard, and the white flag went
up before they got there. The other specific
charges have been mentioned above.
Under the charges of neglect of duty, he was
acquitted of some very serious charges. Among
those not before mentioned, and not found sus-
tained, were neglect in sending up the vessels from
Maumee, when he had reason to believe there
was war, or likelihood of it ; and neglect in put-
ting the post in proper order, and in using dili-
gence to expedite his artillery preparations. That
there was carelessness in regard to the vessels
can hardly be questioned, but it was not criminal
carelessness of such a degree as to require severe
judgment. Upon the other matters, it appears the
fort was not out of repair to any serious extent,
and that he had been reasonably diligent in giving
orders for the artillery preparations.
Upon the other points there was really no
conflict of fact, unless it may be supposed to have
arisen upon the question of his state of mind.
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whole substance of his subsequent  defence, con­
trad ict ing some things sworn to by witnesses 
afterwards ; and thi s  was not the verdict of an 
enemy. Under the charge of cowardice he was 
convicted of every specification but one,  which 
was that he was gu i l ty of " forbidding th e Ameri­
can arti l lery to fire on the en emy on the ir  march 
to Detroit . " The evidence on this, though con­
fl icting, was that An derson was reserving his fire 
un til the enemy got in  grape-shot range, near the 
cross ing of the Savoyard, and the white flag went 
up  before they got there. The other specific 
charges have been mentioned above. 
U nder the charges of neglect of du ty he was 
acqu i tted of some very se rious charges.  Among 
those not before mentioned, and not found sus­
tained, were neglect in sending up the vessels from 
Mau mee, when he had reason to bel ieve there 
was war, or l ikel i hood of i t ; and neglect i n  put­
t ing the post i n  proper order, and i n  us ing di l i ­
gence to expedite h is  arti l lery preparations. That 
there was carelessnes in regard to the vessels 
can hardly be questioned, bu t it  was not criminal 
carelessness of such a degree as to requ ire severe 
judgment .  Upon the other matte rs, i t  appears the 
fort was not out  of repai r to any se riou s extent, 
and that h had been reasonably di l igent  in  giv ing 
orders for the arti l lery preparations .  
Upon the other points th re wa really  no 
conflict of fact, unless it may be suppo ed to have 
aris n upon the qu estion of his state of mind. 
310 HULL'S DEFENCE. [Chap. XI.
He never seriously asserted that he had done the
acts which he was charged with omitting. He
claimed that some of them were not feasible, or
that he had reason to fear either that they could
not be done at all, or could not be done without
incurring risks which he felt bound to avoid.
And he also relied to some extent upon the ground
that, as matters had been left to his discretion, he
was not subject to censure or responsibility for
following it.
If the defence of General Hull against the
verdict of public opinion merely involved himself,
no one would desire to dwell upon the unfortunate
occurrences, beyond such reference as could not
be avoided. That the surrender was unnecessary,
and that Hull could not only have saved Detroit
but taken Maiden, no one can doubt who believes
in any ordinary probabilities. Nor is there any
more doubt that most commanders would have
done both. No one grudges the sparing of his
life, or disputes the propriety of recognizing his
honorable record in the Revolution, as rendering
his pardon proper. And few would care to inquire
whether the loss of his earlier intrepidity was due
to physical infirmity, or a charge beyond his
capacity to manage, or to both. He was manifestly
unfit for his military responsibilities, in the shape
in which they fell upon him, and he did not design
to be treacherous.
But the case which he undertook to make by
his defence did not rest upon any personal dis-
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3 1 0  H ULL'S D EF ENCE. [CHAP. X I .  
He never seriously asse rted that he had done the 
acts which he was charged with omitting. He  
claimed that some o f  them were not  feasible, o r  
that he  had reason to fear either that they could 
not be done  at al l ,  or cou ld not be done withou t 
incu rring risks which he fel t  bound  to avoid. 
A nd he also rel ied to some extent  upon  the. ground 
that, as  matte rs had been left to h is  discretion ,  he 
was not  subject to  censu re or  respon sibi l i ty for  
following it .  
If the defe nce of  General H ul l  against  the 
verdict of  publ ic  opin ion merely i nvolved himself, 
no  one  would desi re to dwell upo n  the u nfortunate 
occurrences ,  beyon d  such reference as could n ot 
be avoided. That the su rrender was u n necessary, 
and that H ull could not  on ly have saved Detroit  
bu t taken  Malden ,  no  one can doubt who believes 
in any ordinary probabil i ties .  Nor is there any 
more dou bt that most commanders would have 
done both. N o  one grudges the sparing of his 
l ife ,  or d ispu tes the propriety of recognizing his 
honorable record in the Revolu tion , as rendering 
his pardon proper .  A nd few would care to inqu i re 
whether the loss of his earl ier i ntrepidi ty was due 
to physical i nfirm ity, or a charge beyond his 
capacity to manage, or to both . He was manifestly 
u nfi t  for his m i litary responsibi l it ies, in the shape 
m which they fe ll upon h im ,  and he did not design 
to be treacherou s .  
But the case which he u ndertook to make by 
his def enc  _ did not rest upon any personal dis-
Cmap. XI. J HULL'S DEFENCE 311
ability to do what others might have done. It
was not apologetic, but was rested on the ground
that he had not lost his self-possession, but had
acted deliberately, and done what ought to have
been done by any competent and prudent com-
mander. And it rested on the further claim that
a fair court could not have found against him on
any charge, and that the witnesses and court were
both determined and employed to ruin him, in
order to cover up their own defaults and the sins
of the administration. In this point of view the
inquiry concerns the truth of history, and concerns
also the reputation of men without whose services
Michigan would still have been a Canadian
Province.
Attempts have been made by many historians
to reverse the judgments of past generations, and
rehabilitate those who have been under censure.
Such attempts are usually, — however fairly de-
signed, and, however plausible, — extremely so-
phistical, and disregard the contemporary views of
single as well as combined facts. There is but one
case in which they can be very serviceable. It
sometimes happens that there is newly discovered
evidence, which should be allowed weight. Even
this, however, is not always decisive. After the
lapse of many years, it may easily be conjectured
that something has been overlooked which was
not in fact overlooked, but was not reo-arded as
trustworthy and conclusive. In General Hull's case
we know what testimony convicted him, and we
/
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Cit.AP. X I . ]  HULL'S DEFENCE 3 1 1  
abil i ty to d o  what others mfght have done.  I t  
was not  apologetic, but was rested on the ground 
that he had not lost h is  self-possession ,  but  had 
acted deliberately, and done what ought to have 
been done by any competen t and prudent com­
mander.  And it  res ted on the fu rther claim that 
a fair cou rt cou ld not  have found against him on 
any charge, and that the witnesses and cou rt were 
both determined and employed to ru in  h im,  in  
order to cover up  their own defaults and the s ins 
of the admin istration .  In  this poi n t  of v iew the 
inqu i ry concerns the truth of history, and concerns 
also the repu tation of men without whose services 
Michigan would st i l l  have been a Canadian 
Province .  
Attempts have been made by many historians 
to reverse the j udgments of past generations,  and 
rehabi l i tate those who have been u nder censu re. 
Such attempts are u sually, - however fairly de­
signed, and, however plau sible, - extremely so­
phistical , and disregard the contemporary v iews of 
single as well as combined facts. There is  bu t one 
case in which they can be very serviceable .  I t  
sometimes happens that there i s  newly discove red 
evidence, which shou ld be allowed we ight. Even 
th is, however, i s  not al ways decisive. After the 
lapse of many years, it may easily be conjectu red 
that something has been overlooked which was 
not in fact overlooked, bu t wa not regarded a 
trustworthy and conclus ive. In General Hu l l s case 
we know what testimony convicted him, and we 
312 JUSTICE Ot" THE VERDICT. [Chap. Xl.
know what testimony he claimed was not produced.
We have not, as the court had, the power of see-
ing the demeanor of the witnesses, or of the
prisoner on the trial, nor that of seeing the various
persons engaged in the drama. But so tar as
personal qualities are concerned, the estimates
and opinions of eye witnesses and acquaintances,
and the substantial agreement of public sentiment,
are generally safer than the conclusions of their
successors possibly can be ; and courts of justice
as well as the court of public opinion so regard
them. The reputation of many of the witnesses,
and of some of the members of the court, is
familiar to all readers of history, and they were
personally known to very many yet surviving in
this region ; and both their honesty and their
judgment are held in esteem.
If the court had full reason to believe, and
did believe, that Hull had failed to do what every
commander of ordinary firmness and capacity
should have done in his position, there was no
escape from this verdict. Every man who, in
civil or military pursuits, undertakes an office
requiring skill and firmness, is liable to all the
consequences arising from his not possessing them;
and is morally as well as legally blameworthy for
the failure. Any fear of consequences, which it
is a wrong in a military commander to be governed
by, is cowardice, whether in its meanest and most
selfish form or not. A man who for any reason
is afraid to do his duty, cannot avoid that imputa-
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312  JUSTICE OF T H E  V ER D!Ct . [C.HAP. X l .  
know what tes timony he claimed was not produced. 
We have not, as the cou rt had, th� power of see­
ing the demeanor of the witnesses, or of  the 
pri oner on the trial ,  nor that of seeing the various 
pe rsons engaged i n  the drama. Bu t so far as 
personal qual i t ies are concerned the estimates 
and opin ions of eye witnesses and acquaintances, 
and the substan tial agreement  of  publ i c  sen timent, 
are general ly safer  than the conclusions of their  
successors possibly can be ; and cou rts of j u stice 
a well as the cou rt of publ ic  opin ion so regard 
them .  The repu tation of many of  the witnesses,  
and of some of  the members of the cou rt, is 
famil iar to al l reade rs of h istory, and they were 
pe rsonal ly known to very many yet su rviving in 
th is region ; and both the ir  honesty and the ir  
judgment are held in  esteem . 
If the cou rt had fu l l  reason to bel ieve,  and 
did bel i ve ,  that H ull had failed to do what every 
commander of ordinary firmness and capacity 
should  have done in h is  posit ion,  the re was no 
escape from th is ve rdict . Every man who, in 
c ivi l  or mi l itary pu rsu i ts, u ndertakes an office 
requ i ring sk i l l  and firmness ,  i s  l iabl e to al l  the 
consequ ences ar is ing from h is  not possessing them ; 
and is  morally as wel l  as legall y  blameworthy for 
the failu re. Any fear of consequences, which i t  
i s  a w rong in a m il itary commander to be governed 
by, is  cowardice ,  whether in i ts meanest and most 
sel fish form r not. A man who fo r any reason 
is afra id to do his du ty, cannot avoid that impu ta-
Chap. XI.] MILITARY RESPONSIBILITY. 313
tion. It Is rightly regarded in military law as
next to treason, because it demoralizes soldiers
and breaks up the power of the government.
The recent case of Bazaine is one where no one
ever suspected that officer of personal poltroonery,
yet where he was justly sentenced to death for
his neglect of duty, in not acting with that courage
and persistency which the case demanded. The
remission was properly left to the pardoning
power, and not assumed by the court. If Hull
was guilty at all, his military offence was very
great, and the terrible consequences which actually
followed were what might have been expected.
The country came back under the control of the
British, and under the ravages of the Indians.
The advantages of Wayne's and Harrison's victories
were all lost for a season, and the eround was
only regained after many bloody battles and cruel
massacres. Hull no doubt deluded himself at the
time, (or more probably afterwards deluded him-
self into thinking he had been led at the time)
into believing these events might be spared. But
he was, nevertheless, responsible for what he
ought to have foreseen, and this blindness was
itself, if he was not entirely right, one of the
blamable results of his self-deception.
The principal charges against others on which
Hull relied for vindication are in the nature of
what might be termed impeaching testimony, as
indicating faults, and attempts to conceal them
bv sinister means. In his oritrinal defence all
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CHAP.  X l . ]  M I LITARY RE PONSI BILITY.  31 3 
tion .  I t  1s rightly regarded in  mi l i tary law as 
next to treason ,  because it demoral izes soldiers 
and breaks up  the powe r of the gove rnment. 
The recen t  case of Bazaine  is  one  where no one 
ever suspected that officer of personal poltroonery 
yet where he was j ustly sen tenced to death for 
his neglect of duty, in not acting with that cou rage 
and persistency which the case demanded. The 
remiss ion was properly left to the pardoni ng 
power, and not assumed by the court. I f  Hu ll 
was gu i l ty at all ,  h is mi l i tary offence was very 
great and the terrible consequ ences which actual ly 
followed were what might have been expected . 
The cou n try came back u nder the con trol of the 
Bri ti sh, and u nder the ravages of the I ndians .  
The advan tages of  Wayne 's  and Harrison ' s  victories 
were all lost for a season ,  and the ground was 
only regained afte r many bloody battles and cruel 
massacres .  Hu l l no  doubt deluded h imself at the 
time , (or more probably afte rwards deluded him­
self i nto thi nking he had been led at the t ime 
i n to bel ievi ng these even ts m ight be spared. But  
he  was, nevertheless ,  responsible for what h 
ought to have foreseen ,  and thi s bl i ndness was 
i tself, if he was not  entirely right, one  of the 
blamable re u lts of his self-deception .  
The pri n cipal charges against others on which 
H u l l  rel ied for v indication  are in the natu re of 
what m ight be te rmed impeaching testimony,  a 
indicating faults, and attempt to conceal them 
by si n ist r m an . I n  hi ori i nal defence all 
314 AFTERTHOUGHTS. [Chap. Xl.
of those were set out which then occurred to
him, or which were deemed appropriate. Nearly
ten years later, when the general knowledge of
facts may be supposed to have lost some of its
sharpness of outline, an elaborate series of me-
moirs was printed, which left out nothing, but in-
troduced some new suggestions and enlarged and
dwelt more fully upon some old ones. The first
great complaint was against the administration
for getting him into trouble in the tirst instance,
and afterwards trying to ruin him to save its own
credit, by avoiding a trial as long as it dared, and
then packing the court.
Some suggestions in the memoir as to the
desire to use these means in furtherance of a
Presidential election, would not have been made
but for slips of memory. Indeed, while it is the
commonest and most natural thing in the world
for a well-meaning man charged with wrong to
try to persuade himself he cannot possibly have
done it, and to multiply reasons to convince him-
self that its very mischief is conclusive that he
did not do it, such self-deception is necessarily
brought about by means which are not satisfactory
to the judgment of others. Hull speaks of him-
self as having been a prisoner during a consider-
able period. This was nominally so, as he was
not exchanged. But there is no other instance
during the war of a prisoner of his rank being
so soon released and paroled, with or without
solicitation ; and except as a personal favor from
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3 14 AFTER1' HOtJGHT5 . fCHAP. Xl .  
of those were set ou t which then occu rred to 
him, or which we re deemed appropriate . Nearly 
ten years later, when the general knowledge of 
facts may be supposed to have lost some of its 
sharpness of ou tl ine ,  an elaborate series of me­
moirs was printed, which left out  noth ing, bu t in ­
troduced some new suggestions and enlarged and 
dwelt more fully upon some old ones .  The first 
great complain t  was against the admin istration 
for getti ng h im in to trouble in the first  i nstance, 
and afterwards trying to ru i n  him to save its own 
credit, by avoiding a trial as long as it dared, and 
then packing the court . 
Some suggestions in the memoir as to the 
des ire to use these means in fu rtherance of a 
Presidential elect ion,  would not have been made 
bu t for slips of memory. Indeed, while it i s  the 
commonest and most natu ral thi�g in  the world 
for a wel l -mean ing man charged with wrong to 
try to persuade h imsel f he cannot possibly have 
done it, and to mu l tiply reasons to convince h im­
self that its very mischief is concl u sive that he 
did not do it , su ch self-deception is necessarily 
brought abou t by means which are not satisfactory 
to the judgment  of others .  H u ll speaks of him­
self as hav ing been a prisoner  during a conside r­
able period . This  was nom inally so, as he was 
not exchanged. Bu t  the re is no other instance 
du ring the war of  a prisoner of  his rank be ing 
so soon released and paroled, with or withou t 
sol ic itation ; and except as a personal favor from 
Chap. Xl. | HULL'S DISCHARGE ON PAROLE. 315
the enemy, there was no personally creditable
reason for it.' He was at home within a little
more than three weeks after the surrender — beino-
discharged as soon as he reached Montreal. He
was within reach of the press, in a region where
the administration was not popular, and had every
facility for vindicating himself and punishing the
administration before the Presidential election. If
this was not a proper thing for him to do before
trial, it was vigorously done by some one on his
behalf, and the trial was certainly not postponed
for the purpose of getting the case beyond the
election. It would have been gross injustice to
prefer his exchange to that of earlier prisoners,
though he had been bravest of the brave. But
I The real reason is given in a letter from Colonel Baynes to General
Brock, September loth, 1812. Colonel Baynes was Adjutant General ot"
Canada, and an officer of high standing, who was a confidential corres-
pondent of General Brock.
" Sir George has also consented to allow General Hull to return upon
his parole : he is loud in his complaints against the government at
Washington, and the general thinks that his voice, in the general cry,
may be attended with beneficial effects, and has allowed him to return
and enter the lists. General Hull appears to possess less feeling and
sense of shame than any man in his position could be supposed to do.
He seems to be perfectly satisfied with himself, is lavish of censure upon
his government, but appears to think that the most scrupulous cannot attach
the slightest blame to his own immediate conduct at Detroit. The grounds
upon which he rests his defence are not, i fancy, well founded, for he
told us that he had not gunpowder at Detroit for the service of one day.
Sir George has since shown him the return of the large supply found in
the fort ; it did not create a blush, but he made no reply. He professes
great surprise and admiration at the zeal and military preparation that he
has everywhere witnessed ; that it was entirely unlooked for, and that he
has no doubt that his friend, General Dearborn, will share his fate, if he
has the imprudence to follow his example. Hull seems cunning and
unprincipled : how much reliance is to be placed on his professions, time
will show." — P. 289-90.
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CH AP. x t . J H ULL1S DISCHARGE ON PAROLE. 315  
the enemy, there was no personal ly creditable 
reason for i t. 1 He was at home with in  a l i ttle 
more than three weeks after the surrender-being 
d ischarged as ·soon as he reached Montreal . H e  
was with in reach o f  the press, i n  a region where 
the admin istration was not popular, and had every 
faci l i ty for v indicating h imself and pun ishing the 
admin is tration before the Presidential election .  I f  
this was not a p roper th ing for  him to do before 
trial , i t  was vigorously done by some one on his 
behalf, and the tr ial was certa in ly not. postponed 
for the pu rpose of getting the case beyond the 
election .  I t  would have been gross i nj u stice to 
pref er h is  exchange to that of earlier  pri soners,  
though he had been bravest of the brave. But  
1 The real reason is given i n  a letter from Colonel Baynes t o  General 
Brock, September 10th, 1 8 1 2. Colonel Baynes was Adjutant General of 
Canada, and an officer of high standing, who was a confidenti al corres­
pondent of General Brock. 
" Sir George h as also co'nsented to allow General Hull to return upon 
his parole : he is loud in his complaints against the government at 
W ashington, and the general thinks that his voice, in the general cry, 
may be attended with beneficial effects, and has allowed him to return 
and enter the  lists. General H u1 1  appears to possess le s feeling and 
ense of shame than any m an in  his position could be supposed to do. 
He  seems to be perfectly satisfied with himself, is l avish of censure upon 
his government, but appears to think that the most scrupulous cannot attach 
the slightest blame to his own immediate conduct at Detroit .  The grounds 
upon which he rests hi  defence are not, I fancy, well founded for he 
told us that he had not gunpowder at Detroit for the service of one day .  
Sir George has ince hown him the return of  the  large supply found in 
the fort ; i t  did not create a blu h ,  but he m ade no reply.  He profes es 
great surprise and admirat ion at the zeal and mi l itary preparation that he 
has everywhere witnes ed ; that it was entirely unlooked for, and that he 
has no doubt that his friend, General Dearborn, will share his fate� i f  he 
ha the imprudence to follow his example. Hull seem cunning and 
unprincipl ed : how mnch rel i ance is to be placed on his profes ions, time 
will how. "-P. 289-90 . 
316 CAUSES FOR DELAY OF TRIAL. [Chap. XL
an exchange could not have been made, and a
trial had, before the election, even if he had been
the first to be cared for. A note from Eustis to
Dearborn, which is especially relied on as indicat-
ing preparations to aid the election, was written
December i8, 1812, long after the election was over.
The fact, however, that a trial was appointed
for February, 18 13, and then prevented and not
renewed for about a year, is a circumstance
which does call for explanation, and he dwells on
it as showing a distrust in the pliabiHty of the
first court, which was made up of very good offi-
cers. This charge is very disingenuous. It is im-
possible that he could have been ignorant of the
reason, and on his trial no such ground was taken
or alluded to. The facts were these : On the
1 8th of January, 181 3, official announcement was
made by the Adjutant General, of the exchange
of Hull, McArthur, Cass, Findlay, Miller, and the
remainder of the Detroit prisoners, with Winfield
Scott and others from other quarters. The court
martial was at once called for February 25th, 181 3.
On the 8th of February, Sir George Prevost
notified our government that he did not recognize
the exchange, for reasons which, if true, were
valid ; and that, if they claimed and asserted it,
and were captured again, he would hold them
guilty of violating their parole.' The difficulty
necessarily stopped the trial, and the matter was
not settled until December, 1813,^ when he was
I 4 Niles R., 44. 2 5 Niles R., 213.
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3 1 6 CAUS ES FOR DE LA Y OF TR I A L.  [CHAP.  X I .  
an exchange could  no t  have been made, and  a 
trial had , before the election ,  even if  he had been 
the first to be cared for. A note from Eu stis to 
Dearborn ,  wh ich is especially re l ied on  as indicat­
ing preparations to aid the election ,  was written 
December  r 8 ,  I 8 1  2 ,  long after the election was ove r. 
The fact, however, that a trial was appointed 
fo r February, 1 8 I 3 ,  and then preven ted and not  
renewed for  abou t a year, i s  a c ircumstance 
which does call for explanation ,  and he dwells on  
it as  showing a distrust i n  the pl iabil i ty of the 
first cou rt, which was made up of ve ry good offi­
ce rs .  This charge is very dis inge nuous .  I t  i s  im­
possible that he  cou ld have been ignorant  of the 
reason ,  and on h is  trial no such grou nd  was taken 
or  al luded to . The facts were these : On the 
1 8 th of J anuary, r 8 1 3 , official an nou ncement  was 
made by the Adju tant  General, of the exchange 
of Hul l ,  McArthu r, Cass, Findlay, M il le r, and the 
remainder of the Detroit pri soners, with \tV infield 
Scott and others from othe r quarte rs. The cou rt 
martial was at once cal led for February 2 5 th, 1 8 1 3 . 
On the 8 th of February, Si r George Prevost 
notified ou r governm nt that he did not recognize 
the exchange, for reasons  which, if tru e ,  were 
val id ; and that, if they claimed and asse rted it, 
and were captu red again ,  he would hold them 
gui l ty of  v iolati ng- the ir  parole . 1  The difficu lty 
necessarily stopped the trial , and the matte r was 
not settled un til December, I 8 1  3 ,2 when he w a s  
1 4 N iles lZ. , 44. 2 5 N iles R. , 2 1 3 .  
<^HAP- XI.) REASONS FOR DELAY. 317
finally exchanged, and a second court martial was
called at once. The government was not respon-
sible for the delay, and it is very questionable
also, (though of course this would not excuse re-
missness,) whether the delay did not save him
from some peril. There was the same opportun-
ity and temptation to pack the first court as the
second. If the first court had h^ard the testimonv
mtroduced on the trial, and viewed it. as they
might and probably would have done, as the
second court did, such a trial and conviction,
coming just after the massacre of Frenchtown,
would not have been free from the dangerous
pressure of the general horror and indignation
arising from that act, which was the sequel to the
surrender; and mercy would have been very doubt-
ful. The last trial was held when the mischief
had been overcome in a great measure by the
brilliant successes of Perry and Harrison, and the
country restored ; and people were much more
disposed to be lenient.
The idea ot a conspiracy among such officers
as the court and witnesses, the latter of whom
had no losses of reputation to make up, and had
made famous names by their subsequent conduct,
IS too atrocious to discuss. When a prisoner
convicted asks the world to presume that his rep-
utation is to be so sacredly esteemed as to raise
presumptions against the honor of a dozen men,
who have been much better known and tried than
he ever was, and who have acted in his case under
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C H AP. X l . j  R EASo. · s  FO R D ELAY . 3 1 7  
fi nal l y  exchanged,  and a second cou rt martial was 
a l led at once .  The government  was not respon­
sible for the delay, and i t  i .  very qu estionable 
a lso (though of cou rse thi: wou ld  not excu se re­
missne s,) whe the r the delay did not save h im 
from some per i l .  The re was the same opportu n ­
i ty and temptation to  pack the first cou rt as  the 
econd .  I f  the fi rst cou rt had heard the testimony  
in t roduced on  the tria l ,  and  v i ewed it , a s  they 
might and p robably wou ld have done,  as the 
second court did, such a trial and  con viction , 
coming ju st afte r the massacre of Frenchtown , 
\".rou ld not  ha e been free from the dangerous  
p ressu re of  the gene ra l  horror  and  i nd ign ation 
ar is ing from that act, which was the sequ el to the 
su rre nder ; and mercy wou ld have been ve ry dou bt­
fu l . The last trial was he ld when the mischi ef 
had been overcome in a great measu re by the 
bri l l iant  successes of Pe rry and H arrison ,  an the 
cou n try restored ; and people  we re much more 
disposed to be l en ien t. 
The idea of  a conspiracy among such office r 
as the cou rt a n d  witn esses, the latter of whom 
had no losses of r pu tation to make up and had 
made famous names b) the i r  su bseq uen t conduct  
is too atrocious to d iscuss .  \,\Then a prisone r 
convicted asks the wo rld to p resume that his rep­
utation is to be so sacredly  e · teemed as to raise 
presumptions again t the honor  of a dozen men ,  
who have been much better known and tried than 
he ever was, and who have acted in h is  case under 
318 HULL'S MEMOIRS [Chap. XI
rules generally supposed well calculated to secure
justice, he goes beyond the bounds of credulity.
McArthur, and Cass, and Miller, and Van Home,
and Jessup, and Whistler, and Snelling — to say
nothing of the rest, — are names that, in Michigan
at least, cannot be easily smirched with suspicions
of cowardice, or conspiracy or perjury.
The memoirs create an impression that Gene-
ral Hull had dwelt so long upon his case as, after
ten years, to have persuaded himself that all of
the reasons which he gives why he ought not to
have expected to succeed, or to do anything more
than he did, were before his mind and deliberately
acted upon, and actually governed him. Some
facts he has certainly forgotten, and assumed as
very different from what they appeared in other
testimony than his, which is at least as reliable.
In regard to the numbers of Brock's troops, he
resorts to a method of dealing with Colonel Snel-
ling's testimony which is so absolutely ridiculous
as to excite surprise. Snelling estimated the force
of Brock at 750 regulars and militia, which is
within fifteen or twenty of the official returns.
On the trial. General Hull (although not admitting
its accuracy) did not question the effect of this
testimony, if believed, but claimed that, whatever
the numbers were, it was not the force present
merely, but the one which might be expected to
come after it, which he had reason to fear, and
which made a surrender proper in view of future
dangers. In his memoirs, he gravely insists that
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3 1 8  HULL'S M EMO I R S .  r cHAP.  x r . 
rules generally supposed well calcu lated to secu re 
j ustice, he goes beyond the bou nds of credu l ity. 
McArthu r, and Cass, and Mi l ler, and Van H orne,  
and Jessup, and Whistl e r, and Snel l ing-to say 
nothing of the rest,-are names that, i n  M ichigan 
at l east, cannot be easily smirched with suspicions 
of  cowardice,  or consp i racy or  perj u ry. 
The memoirs create an impression that Gene­
ral Hu l l had dwel t so long upon his case as ,  after 
ten years ,  to have persuaded himself that al l  of  
the reasons which he gives why he ought not  to 
have expected to succeed, or to do anyth ing more 
than he d id, were before his m ind  and deliberately 
acted u pon,  and actually governed h im.  Some 
facts he has certainly fo rgotten ,  and assumed as 
very different  from what they appeared in other 
testimony than his ,  which is at least as rel iable. 
In regard to the numbers of  B rock's troops, he 
resorts to a method of  deal ing with Colonel Snel­
l ing's testimony which is  so absolu tely ridicu lous 
as to excite su rprise. Snel l ing estima�ed the force 
of Brock at 7 50 regulars and mil i tia, which is 
with in  fifteen or  twenty of the official retu rns .  
On the trial, General H ul l  (although not adm itting 
i ts accu racy) did not  question the effect o f  this 
testimony, if  bel ieved, bu t claimed that, whatever 
the nu mbers were, it was not the force present 
merely, bu t the one which m igh t be expected to 
come afte r it, which he had reason to fear, and 
which made a su rrender proper in  view of futu re 
dangers. I n  his memoirs, he gravely ins ists that 
Chap. XL] UNRELIABLE ASSERTIONS. 319
Snelling's language indicated that 750 was only, a
third of the whole force, and that the other two-
thirds were regulars and uniformed troops, instead
of showing that one-third of the entire force of
750 was ordinary militia, and two-thirds uniformed
regulars and militia. It appears from the official
reports that there were 400 militia, in command
of a major and four captains, and 330 regulars,
consisting of 30 Royal artillery, 250 of the 41st
Regiment, and 50 of the Royal Newfoundland
Regiment. Colonel Snelling counted them by
platoons, and his count was therefore very
accurate, and slightly in excess.
In accounting for his own numbers, Hull is
equally unreliable. He represents in the i6th
number of his memoirs that 1,200 Ohio militia
and 300 regulars were all he ever had regularly
put under his command, and that "a few strao--
gling volunteers, from the novelty of the scene,
curiosity, or a desire to see the country, followed
the army and were included in the return." Out
of those he intimates that several details were
made along the road, and several invalids left be-
hind, and 180 would not cross the river, makino-
with the rest, at least 300, to be deducted from
his army. To this deficiency was added an offi-
cer and 30 men left at the Raisin. The Michio-an
troops were summarily disposed of by represent-
mg them as drawn from a population of not much
more than 4,000, scattered along over 500 miles
of territory, and of no account.
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• 
Sn el l ing's language indicated that 7 50 was only a 
thi rd of  the whole force, and that the other two­
thi.rds were regu lars and u niformed troops instead 
of showing that one-th i rd of the en ti re force of 
7 50 was ordinary mi l itia, and two-th i rds un iformed 
regulars and mi l it ia . I t  appears from the official 
report that there were 400 mil i tia, in command 
of a maj or and fou r captains ,  and 330 regu lar , 
consist ing of 30 Royal arti l ler) , 2 50 of the 4 1  st 
Regiment, and 50 of the Royal Newfou ndlan d 
Regiment .  Colonel Snel l ing cou n ted them by 
platoons ,  and his  cou nt  was therefore very 
accu rate, and sl ightly in excess .  
In accou n ting for his own numbers ,  Hu l l  is  
equally unrel iable .  He represe n ts in the r 6th 
number of h is  memoirs that r , 200 Ohio mi l i t ia 
and 300 regulars were all he ever had regularly 
put  u nder h is  command, and that " a  few s trag­
gl ing voluntee rs, from the novel ty of the scen e, 
cu riosi ty, or  a des i re to see the cou n try, followed 
the army and were i ncluded in the retu rn . ' Out  
of those he  in timates that several details were 
made along the road, and several i nval ids left be­
hind, and r 80 would not  cross the rive r, making 
with the rest, at least 300, to be deducted from 
his army. To this defic iency was added an offi­
cer and 30 men left at  the Rais in .  The Michigan 
troops were summari ly d isposed of by represent­
ing them as d rawn from a popu lation of  not  much 
more than 4,000, scatte red along over 500 miles 
of territory, and of no accou nt. 
320 MATERIAL OF HULL'S ARMY. [Chap. XT.
The Ohio regiments of mihtia, amounting to
1,200 or more, were all infantry. In addition to
this, there was a cavalry force, to which he makes
no allusion. The whole Ohio troops, at the small-
est calculation, were reckoned as not less than
1,500. At Fort Findlay, on the 26th of June, the
rolls showed there were present 1,960 of regulars
and volunteers. The evidence on the trial showed
that there was no lack of dragoons, to go on
escort duty and special service, and none of these
appear to have been regulars. Two troops of
cavalry were included in the surrender. The as-
sertion that General Brock's return of 2,500 troops
captured w^as a fiction of that officer, is not en-
tirely satisfactory, when that General enumerates
the companies and regiments taken; and their
forces, so far as known, would accord with his
aggregate very closely. But the statements con-
cerning the Michigan troops are equally fallacious.
Although the population was small, it was within
a narrow region, and not scattered all over. The
troops are shown, by clear proofs, to have been
good soldiers. Colonel Anderson, who command-
ed the 2d Regiment on the Raisin, showed by his
letters to Hull of August 4th, that he relied on
his men and expected them to fight, and they
never were disparaged. While insinuations are
thrown out concerning Colonel Elijah Brush's
Regiment at Detroit as disaffected, there is nothing
to indicate they were well founded, beyond Hull's
own assertions. Knaggs, whom he reports as go-
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320 MATE R I A L  O F  H U LL'S AR MY.  [CHAP. X I .  
The Ohio  regiments of m il i t ia, amoun ting to 
r , 200 or more, were all i nfantry. I n  addit ion to 
this ,  there was a caval ry force , to which he makes 
no  al lusion .  The whole Ohio troops at the smal l ­
est  calculation ,  were reckoned as not less than 
r , 500. At Fort Findlay, on the 2 6th of June , the 
rol l s  showed there were present  r , 960 of regu lars 
and volun teers .  The evidence on  the trial showed 
that there was no lack of d ragoons, to go on 
escort duty and special service ,  and none of the. e 
appear to have been regu lars .  Two troops of 
caval ry were i n cluded in the su rrender. The as­
sertion that General B rock's retu rn of 2 , 500 troops 
captu red was a fict ion of  that officer. i s  not en ­
ti rely sat isfactory, when that General enumerates 
the compan ies and regiments taken ; and the ir  
forces, so far as  known ,  would accord with his 
aggregate very closely. Bu t  the statements con­
cern ing the lVI ichigan troops are equal ly fallacious .  
Al though the population was small ,  i t  was wi th i n  
a narrow region ,  and  not  scattered a l l  over. The 
troops are shown , by clear proofs ,  to have been  
good soldiers .  Colonel Anderson ,  who command­
ed the 2d Regiment  on the Raisin ,  showed by h i s  
letters to  H ul l  of  August 4th, that he rel ied on  
h i s  men  and  expected them to  fight, and  they 
never were disparaged. Whi le i ns inuations are 
thrown out  con cern ing Colonel  El ijah Brush 's  
Regiment  at Detroit  as disaffected, the re is  noth in -
to i nd icate they were well fou nded, beyond Hul l ' s  
own assertions . Knaggs,  whom he reports as go-
Chap. XL] MICHIGAN TROOPS 321
ing- over to the enemy, was for many years there-
after government interpreter. Judge Witherell's
troops are passed over in silence. The Legion,
originally organized in 1805, under Colonel Brush,
was a thoroughly reliable force. Captain (after-
wards Colonel) Richard Smythe, a very gallant offi-
cer, commanded a company of horse belonging to
it. Hubert La Croix was captain of another
company, and did good service all through the
troubles. Stephen Mack, another good officer, had
a third company. Antoine L^equindre, also cap-
tain in it, received the thanks of the Michigan
State Legislature many years after, in 1845, ^^^'
his gallantry at Monguagon, where his men and
all the Michigan volunteers under Miller were
specially commended.
Justice would not be done to the Michigan troops
by leaving the character of the First Regiment
undefended. This reoriment had been organized
by Colonel Brush, and w^ell drilled, long before
Hull's arrival. Colonel Brush was a ver^• brave
man, and had got this regiment into thorough
effectiveness, as Hull's own course shows, — inas-
much as he posted it on the northeast side of the
town, which was exposed to the Indians. Its officers
were mostly French gentlemen of character and
spirit, proverbially fearless, and in no wa\- inclined
to Great Britain. General Brock's own letters.
and the memoir compiled from them, show that
the disaffection, if any, was the other way, and
that the French Canadians, both in Upper and in
21
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CHAP.  X I . ]  i\1 I C H I GA T TROOP B2 1 
i ng over  to the en emy, was for  m any years ther  -
after governmen t i nte rpreter .  J udge Witherel l '  
troops are passed ove r in  si lence .  The Legion .  
original ly organ ized in r 05 , under  Colonel  Brush ,  
was a thoroughly rel iable force . Captain (after­
wards Colonel )  R ichard Smythe, a e ry gallant  offi­
cer, commanded a company of horse belonging to 
i t .  H ube rt La Croix was capta in  of anothe r  
company, and  did good se rvice all th rough the 
troubles .  Stephen Mack another good officer, had 
a thi rd company. Antoine  Dequ indre ,  also cap­
tai n i n  i t ,  received the thanks of the Michigan 
State Legislatu re many years after, in  r 45 , for 
h i s  gal lantry at  Monguago n where h i s  men and 
a l l  the M ichigan olu n teers u nder  Mil ler  were 
specially commended.  
J u stice would not  be done to the M ichigan troops 
by leaving the characte r  of the Fi rst Regimen t  
u ndefended. This regiment  had been organized 
by Colonel B rush ,  and well dri l led, long befo re 
H ull s arriva l .  Colo'nel B rush was a ve ry bra e 
man,  and had got this regiment  i n to thorough 
effecti eness ,  as H ul l ' s  ow n course hov s ,-inas­
much as he posted it on the northea t s ide of the 
town which was exposed to the I nd ian . I ts officer · 
were mostly French gen tle men  of charac te r ancl 
spi ri t  proverbial l ;  fearl ess, and i n  n o  V\ ay i n cl i ned 
to Great B ritai n .  General B rock 's ovvn lett - r . 
and the memoir compiled from th m ,  how that 
the disaffection ,  i f  any, was th other way, and 
that the French Canadian , both in T p p  r and in 
2 1  
322
CANADIAN BACKWARDNESS. ^Chap. XI.
Lower Canada, were very lukewarm in their Brit-
ish sentiments, and not at all disposed to be for-
ward against the United States. Early in July,
General Brock was informed by the Adjutant
General of a considerable gathering of French
Canadians at Lachine, who refused to join the
militia, and were only dispersed by a force from
the 49th Regiment, with artillery. Brock, in his
confidential letters, written while Hull was delay-
ing his movements, expressed great discourage-
ment at the prospect, and showed that neither the
western Canadian militia nor the Canadian Indi-
ans would join the British Army in any strength.
Major Chambers, who was sent to the Thames to
enlist their services, utterly failed. The Detroit
Regiment was made up of excellent material, and
in the interval between the discovery that war
existed, (made by the arrest in Canada of Mr.
Moran and a companion,) until Hull's arrival, had
been on the alert for an attack, and ready for it.
The charges against the administration as en-
tirely responsible for his failure, would not exonerate
him, even if true as made. They amount sub-
stantially to these: That war was declared with-
out providing for commanding the lakes by a
naval force, which Hull had represented to be
absolutely necessary ; and that notice was delayed
so that the British got the earliest news ; that
Mackinaw fell, and the Indians were set loose on
the lower country by reason thereof; that the
Province of Upper Canada was more populous
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3 2 2  CA NA DIAN B AC KWA R D N ESS . rcHAP. xi.  
Lower Canada, were very lukewarm in their  Bri t­
ish sen timents, and not at al l disposecl to be for­
ward against  the Un ited States .  Ear�y in  Ju ly, 
General Brock was in formed by the Adj u tant 
General of a considerable gathering of French 
Canadians at Lachine, who refu sed to jo in the 
mi l i tia, and were on ly d ispersed by a force from 
the 49th Regiment, with artil lery. Brock, in his 
confiden tial lette rs, wri tten while Hu l l  was delay­
ing h is  movem ents, expressed great d iscourage­
ment at the prospect, and showed that ne i ther the 
weste rn Canadian mi l i t ia nor the Canadian I ndi­
ans would jo in  the British Army in any strength . 
Major Chambers, who was sent  to the Thames to 
enl ist  the ir  services, u tte rly failed.  The Detroit  
Regiment  was made up  of  excel lent  material , and 
in the interval between the discovery that war 
existed, (made by the arrest in Canada of M r. 
Moran and a compan ion , )  u ntil H ul l ' s  arrival ,  had 
been  on the alert for an attack ,  and ready for i t .  
The charges against the admin istration as en­
tirely respons ible for his fai lu re, would not exonerate 
h im,  even if true as made. They amount  sub­
stantial ly to these : That war was declared with­
out providing for commanding the lakes by a 
naval force, which H ul l  had . represented to be 
absolu tely necessary ; and that notice was delayed 
so that the British got the earl iest news ; that 
Mackinaw fel l ,  and the I ndians were set loose on 
the lower country by reason thereof ; that the 
Province of Upper Canada was more popu lous 
Chap, XL] EXCUSES AND PRETEXTS. 323
than Michigan, and had a force of 4,000 or 5,000
militia, besides the regulars ; that Dearborn, in
August, made an armistice, whereby Brock and his
army were enabled to turn their whole attention
to Detroit ; that the Indians were all in the
British interest, and he was compelled to surren-
der to avoid the terrible evils to be expected
from all these forces, especially Indian massacres ;
and that the administration found it necessary to
ruin him to save its own credit.
It would seem to people generally to be a
sufficient answer to all this, to say that, whatever
may have been the blame belonging to others,
while it might relieve him from fault for not
doing what it prevented, it could be no excuse
for failing to do what he could. Whether it might
or not have been possible for Brock to have
brought an overwhelming force, large enough to
have annihilated Hull, yet, as matter of fact, there
was no occasion where Hull's force was not su-
perior, and none where his men were not willing
and anxious to try conclusions with the enemy.
No superior flesh and blood hosts prevented his
capture of Maiden, or his resistance to Brock at
Detroit. His early experiences should have re-
strained him from such pretexts. The same rea-
soning which made it his duty to give up betore
the spectre of those imaginary forces, would have
made it utter madness, and a sin against human-
ity, for the patriots of the Revolution to enter
that contest. On such a theory wars should be
disposed of by footing up the census.
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CHA.P. X I . ]  EXCUSES AN D PR ETEXTS. 323  
than Michigan, and had a force of 4,000 or 5 ,000 
mil itia, besides the regulars · that Dearborn , in 
August, made an armisti ce, whe reby Brock and h is  
army were enabled to tu rn their whole attention 
to Detroit ; that the I ndians were all in the 
British i n terest, and he was compelled to su rren­
der to avoid the terrible evi ls  to be expected 
from all these forces, especially Indian massacres ; 
and that the adminis tration found it necessary to 
ru in him to save its own credit. 
I t  would seem to people generally to be a 
su fficien t  answer to all thi , to say that, whatever  
may have been the blame belonging to  others ,  
while i t  m ight rel ieve him from fault  fo r not 
doing what i t  preven ted, i t  could be no excuse 
for failing to do what he could .  W hether i t  might 
or  not have been possible  for Brock to have 
brought an overwhelming force, large enough to 
have ann ih ilated H ul l ,  yet, as matter of fact, the re 
was no occas ion where H ul l ' s  force was not su­
perior, and none where h is  men were not wil l i ng 
and anxious to try conclu sions  with the enemy. 
No superior flesh and blood hosts prevented hi  
captu re of Malden ,  o r  his resi stance to Brock at 
Detroit. H is early experiences shou ld have re­
strained him from such pretex ts .  The same rea­
son ing which mad it his du ty to gi e u p before 
the spectre of those imaginary forces would have 
made i t  u tte r madness and a sin again t human­
ity, for the patriot of th Revolu tion to nter 
that con test .  On uch a theory war hou ld be 
dis posed of by footing up  the censu s. 
324 NECESSITY OF THE WAR. [Chap. XI.
We are not concerned, in this generation, with
covering up any faults of Madison's administra-
tion. It had its share of failures and was often
open to criticism, but the President, who is claimed
to be the chief offender, has not been thought by
the people, whose sober second-thought is usually
just, to have forfeited the right to be respected
for his patriotism and general fairness. The war
of 1 812 was one which no administration could
have resisted without popular contempt ; and those
who attempted to prevent its successful conduct
never got rid of the stigma which attached to
lack of patriotism. To the northwest it was a ne-
cessity, and it has been called, with almost literal
truth, the Second War of Independence.
It was undoubtedly one of General Hull's weak-
nesses, (and a very dangerous one), that he be-
lieved it impossible that his views and sugges-
tions as to the proper way of conducting the ex-
pected war should not be accepted and adhered
to. His own witness, General Peter B. Porter, a
very good officer, who went twice with Hull to
visit the President on the subject of a navy, says
that "at first it was agreed to have one; but
afterwards it was agreed to abandon it, doubtless
as inexpedient;" and he also states that while
General Hull proposed 3,000 men, " the Secretary
replied that there would not be so many ; perhaps
2,000." It certainly would be a remarkable thing
for an administration to allow itself to be gov-
erned by the discretion of a brigadier general
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324 NEC ESSITY O F  T H E  W A R .  [CHAP .  XI .  
We are not  concerned, i n  this generation ,  with 
covering u p  any fau lts of Madison 's  admi n istra­
tion .  I t  had . i ts share of fai lu res and was often  
open to  crit ic ism, bu t  the Presiden t, who i s  cla imed 
to be the ch ief offender, has not been thought by 
the people, whose sober second-thought is  usual ly 
j ust, to have forfe i ted the right to be respected 
for his patriotism and general fairness .  The war 
of r 8 r 2 was one which no adm in is tration could 
have res isted withou t popular con tempt ; and those 
who attempted to prevent  its successful conduct 
never got r id of  the stigma wh ich attached to 
lack of patrioti sm.  To the northwest i t  was a ne­
cess i ty,  and i t  has been  cal led, with almost l i teral 
tru th, the Second War of I ndependence .  
I t  was undoubtedly on e of General Hu l l ' s  weak­
nesses, (and  a very dangerous one) , that he be­
l i eved it  impossible that his v iews and sugges­
tions  as to the proper way of conducting the ex­
pected war shou ld not be accepted and adhered 
to. H is own witne�s, General Peter B. Porter, a 
very good officer, who wen t  twice with H ul l  to 
v is i t  the Pres ident  on  the subject  of a navy, says 
that " at first it was agreed to have one ; bu t 
afterwards i t  was agreed to abandon i t, doubtless 
as i nexpedient ; "  and he also states that while 
General H u l l  p roposed 3 ,000 men, " the Secretary 
repl ied that there would not be so many ; perhaps 
2 ,000. " I t  certa in ly would be a remarkable th ing 
for an administration to al low i tself  to be gov­
erned by the d iscretion of a brigadier general 
Chap, XI. J SOPHISTICAL PRETEXTS. 325
concerning the conduct of a war, and there is no
proof that it did so. The notion rests on the
assumption of the General that he had a right
to expect it, and that his subsequent renewal of
his programme should have bound the Secretary
to follow it.
The same lack of judgment appears in his
assurance to himself, that the war could not be
declared before the ist of July; — as if even the
pledge of the President could have retarded the
action of Congress. All this, however, is of small
account, for he never, after his arrival at Detroit,
expected a navy. The occurrences on the Niagara
frontier were, however, important for his protection.
But it is not clear why he was not also bound to
keep up his own end of the line, for the help of
the army at Niagara ; and if he had done his
duty, the results there might have been more satis-
factory. Dearborn's armistice would very possibly
have provided for a cessation of hostilities at
Detroit as well as at Niagara, if it had been
supposed Detroit required it. To all appearance,
a check on the movements of the Detroit army,
if commanded as it should have been, would not
have been in the interest of the United States.
But, be this as it may, the act of Dearborn was
disapproved, and neither Hull nor Brock heard of
the armistice till after the surrender.' Brock's
I " While on his voyage across Lake Erie, in the schooner Chippewa,
he was met, on the 23rd of August, by the provincial schooner, Lady
I'revost, ot" 14 guns, the commander of which, after saluting the CJeneral
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CHAP. X l . j  SOP H I STICAL P R ETEXT . 325 
concern ing the conduct of a war, and there is  no 
proof that i t  did so. The notion rests on the 
assumption of the General that he had a right 
to expect it, and that his subsequent  renewal of 
his programme should have bou nd the ecretary 
to follow i t . 
The same lack of judgment appears in h is  
assu rance to himself, that the war could not be 
declared before the r st  of Ju ly · - as if  even the 
pledge of the President cou ld have retarded the 
action of Congress .  Al l  this, however, i s  of small 
account, for he never, after  his arrival at Detroit, 
expected a navy. The occu rrences on the N iagara 
fronti e r  were, however, important  for h is  protection . 
But  i t  i s  not  clear why he was not  also bou nd to 
keep up  his own end of the l i ne for the help of 
the army at N iagara ; and i f  he had done his 
duty, the resul ts there m ight have been more sati s­
factory. Dearborn ' s  arm istice wou ld very possibly 
have provided for a cessation of hosti l i t ies at 
Detroit as well as at N iagara, if it had been 
supposed Detro i t  requ i red i t .  To all appearance, 
a check on  the movements of the Detroit army, 
if commanded as it shou ld have been ,  would not  
have been in  the i n terest of the U ni ted States .  
But ,  be thi s  as it may, the act of Dearborn was 
disapproved, and ne ither Hu l l  nor B rock heard of 
the armist ice t i l l  after the u rrender. r Brock's 
1 " W hi le o n  h i s  voyage acros, Lake Erie, in  the . chooner hippewa, 
he was met, on the 23rd of Augu ·t, by the  provincial chooner, Lady 
Prevo t, of 1 4  gun , the commander of which ,  after al uting the enera l 
326 BROCK'S INFERIOR FORCES. [Chap. XI.
movement westward was caused by anxiety, and
not by any relief on the New York side. He
brought no such additional force as would have
interfered with Hull's safety, and he is known to
have brought all the men he could spare. His
memoirs show that the condition of the Niagara
frontier made him very uneasy, and that he dared
not lesson its defences.
The militia force of Upper Canada was dis-
covered at once to furnish no basis for any such
fears as are made to appear so natural in the
retrospect. The possible thousands were not men
under arms, but men liable to be called out.
The numbers actually armed and enrolled were
not great, and, while probably about as good
material as the militia forces of the United States,
could not be any better. Brock's first orders at
Maiden, on the 14th of x^ugust, complained bitterly
of the number of desertions. Hull's force of
regulars was larger than Brock's, and his volunteers
at least two or three times greater than the force
of Canadian militia near Detroit, and some of these
were not novices. McArthur's raid into the
Thames country had completely demolished any
theory that the country away from, the garrisons
was dangerous. The abortive expedition of
Chambers was quite as significant.
with seventeen guns, came on board and gave him the first intelligence of
the armistice which Sir George Prevost had unfortunately concluded with
the American General, Dearborn. Major General Brock could not con-
ceal his deep regret and mortification at the intelligence which he found
would prevent his contemplated attack on Sacketts Harbor." — Brock'' s Life,
p. 274.
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326 BROCK'S INFER IO R FORCES. [CHAP. Xl.  
movement westward was caused by anxiety, and 
not by any rel ief on the N ew York s ide .  He  
brought no  such addi tional force a s  would have 
i n terfered with Hu ll ' s  safety and he i s  known to 
have brought all the men  he coti ld  spare .  H is 
memoirs show that the condition of the N iagara 
front ier made h im very uneasy, and that he dared 
not lesson i ts defences. 
The m il i tia force of Upper Canada was d is­
covered at once to fu rn i sh no bas is  for any such 
fears as are made to appear so natu ral in  the 
retrospect. The possible thousands were not men 
under arms, bu t men l iable  to  be cal led out. 
The numbers actual ly armed and enrol led were 
not great, and, whi le probably abou t as good 
material as the mi l i t ia forces of the U ni ted States, 
cou ld not be any better. Brock 's  first  orders at 
Malden, on the 1 4th of August, complained b i tterly 
of the number of desertions .  Hu l l ' s  force of 
regulars was larger than B rock's ,  and his vol unteers 
at least two or three t imes greater than the force 
of Canadian mi l i tia near Detro i t, and some .of these 
were not novices. McArthu r's raid in to the 
Thames cou n try had completely demol ished any 
theory that the cou ntry away from the garri sons 
was dangerous .  The abortive expedit ion of 
Cham bers was qu i te as sign ificant. 
with  seventeen guns. came on  board and gave him the  first intel l igence o f  
the armi t i ce wh i ch . ' i r  George Prevost had u nfortunately concl uded with 
the Amer ican General, Dearborn . M ajor General Brock could not  con­
ceal his deep regret and m orti fi cation at the i n tel l igence which he found 
would p revent his contemplated att ack on Sacketts H arbor. "-Brock's Life, 
p. 274. 
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The fact that the news of war arrived at Maiden
several days before Hull's army reached the
Detroit River, gave the commander of that place
an opportunity of taking Detroit by surprise. As
in spite of his larger garrison and Indian allies,
and his auxiliary naval force, he did not venture
on such a measure, the Inference Is plain that he
had not much confidence in his own position ;
and so it appeared to all but Hull himself.
The effect produced on the mind, in reading
the vindication which the memoirs set forth, is
such as to relieve Hull from any suspicion of
disloyalty, and to excite a certain degree of sym-
pathy for him, as one of those failures which
result from being placed in a false position, for
which he was utterly unsuited, and where his
associates knew his unfitness and could not tolerate
it. In a quiet community, where no perilous sur-
roundings disturb the general security, such a
reputable old citizen, of genial disposition and on
good terms w^th himself, would naturally receive
very flattering treatment, and have his faith in
himself considerably magnified. Such exaggerations
and suspicions as are found in his whole conduct
are so general among the class of characters to
which he evidendy belonged, as usually to receive
a great deal of toleration. Few persons are so
popular at home as the kind-hearted social mao--
nates, who sincerely desire to make all around them
happy, and who, from the universal liking and
deference which they receive, become in dme im-
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CHAP. X I . ]  HULL'S UNFIT NES T O  COMMA N D .  327 
The fact that the news of war arrived at Malden 
several days before H u l l 's  army reached the 
Detroit River, gave the com mander of that place 
an opportu ni ty of taking Detroit  by su rprise. As 
in spite of his larger garrison and Indian all ies, 
and his auxil iary naval force he did not ventu re 
on such a measure, the inference is plain that he 
had not much confidence in his own pos1 t1on ; 
and so i t  appeared to all but Hu l l  himself. 
The effect produced on the mind, in  reading 
the vindication which the memoirs set forth , is 
su ch as to rel ieve H ul l  from any su spicion of 
disloyal ty, and to excite a certain degree of sym­
pathy for  him, as one of those failu res wh ich 
resu l t  from being placed in a false position ,  for 
which he was u tte rly unsu ited, and where his 
associates knew his u nfitness and could not tole rate 
i t. I n  a quiet  comm u ni t) , where no peri lous su r­
roundings distu rb the general secu ri ty, such a 
reputable old citizen,  of genial d isposition and on 
good terms with himself wou ld natu rally receive 
very flattering t reatment, and have his faith in 
himself considerably magn ified . Such exaggerations 
and suspicions as are found in  h is  whole conduct 
are so general among the cla ss of characters to 
which he evidently belonged, a usually to receive 
a great deal of toleration .  Few persons are so 
popu lar at  home as the k ind-hearted social mag­
nates, who s incerely desire to make all arou nd them 
happy, and who from the un ive rsal l ik ing and 
deference which they receive, become in time im-
328 ACCOUNTABILITV of commanders. [Chap. XI.
pressed with the idea, more or less clearly defined
to their consciousness, that their judgment is in-
fallible. No persons are slower to discover their
own deficiencies, or to attribute their failures to
the true cause, and few are less able to bear
opposition or slights.
The stern realities of border war will not
justify deference to any foibles which endanger
the country ; and the necessities of justice demand
that every one shall be held to a strict responsi-
bility, when he assumes a place where the safety
of the community depends on his firmness and
wisdom. The weakness which imperils such large
interests, although it may belong to a well mean-
ing and very amiable man, is, nevertheless, a
moral wrong as well as a legal crime. It may
not injure the transgressor in the eyes of those
who have known his merits, and have not suffered
from his faults. But it would be very dangerous
to society if the true character of such derelictions
of duty should be so far glossed over, as to enroll
convicted offenders among the noble army of
martyrs, or to give them approval when it is
magnanimous to pardon them.
The British Army assumed control of the
fort and Territory, and the people came under
the dominion of martial law. Under such a com-
mander as General Brock, it would have been as
tolerable as such a rule can usually be made.
Under Proctor it was not so tolerable.
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328  ACCOUNTAB I LI T Y  O F  COMMAN DER � .  [CHAP. X I .  
pressed with the idea, more or  less clearly defined 
to the i r  consciousness, that their j udgment  is in­
fall ible .  No persons are slower to discover  their  
own deficiencies, or to attribu te thei r failures to 
the true cause, and few are less able to bear 
opposit ion or sl ights. 
The s tern real i ti es  of border war will not  
j u sti fy deference to any foibles which endanger 
the cou ntry ; and the necess ities of j ustice demand 
that eve ry one shal l be held to a strict responsi­
bi l ity, when he assu mes a place where the safe ty 
of  the commun ity depends on  his fi rmness and 
wisdom.  The weakness which imperi ls  such large 
in terests, al though i t  may belong to a wel l  mean­
i ng and very amiable man,  is ,  n everth eless ,  a 
moral w rong as well as a legal crime.  I t  may 
not i nj u re the transgressor i n  the eyes of those 
who have known his me rits, and have not suffered 
from his faults .  But i t  would  be very dangerou s 
to soc iety i f  the true character o f  such de rel ictions 
of duty should be so far glossed ove r, as to enroll 
convicted offenders among the noble army of 
martyrs ,  or  to give them approval when i t  is 
magnan imous to pardon them .  
The Briti sh Army assumed con trol of the 
fort and Te rri tory, and the people came u nder 
the domin ion of martial law. U nder such a com­
mand r as General B rock, i t  wou ld have been as 
tolerable as such a ru le can usually be made.  
Un der Proctor i t  was not so tolerable .  
CHAPTER XII.
BRITISH POSSESSION AND AMERICAN RE-CONQUEST OE
MICHIGAN.
Immediately after the surrender, the paroled
troops returned home, and the prisoners were
taken down the lake. At the request of his as-
sociates, Colonels McArthur and Findlay, and
Lieutenant Colonel Miller, Colonel Cass made a
report to the government of the whole history of
Hull's career as commander. This was assailed
by a portion of the press with great malignity,
and it was even charged to have emanated from
Mr. Rush, as an administration defence. As his-
tory has thoroughly disposed of these calumnies,
and the document has been abundantly verified
and approved, it may be passed without remark.
The sentiments of Ohio and Pennsylvania, con-
cerning their sons engaged in the transactions
about Detroit, were evinced by their votes of
thanks to the volunteer and regular forces and
their officers. Miller, and others of his regiment,
were brevetted for their orood conduct at Moneu-
agon, and on other occasions named, where they
had distinguished themselves. Cass and McAr-
thur continued after their exchange in active ser-
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380 MILITARY GOVERNMENT. [Chap. XII.
vice, and were advanced in rank by the popular
and State action, as well as by the United States.
Both earned a solid reputation as soldiers and as
civil officers, and few men have done more for
the advancement of the northwest.
General Brock, before he departed, issued a
proclamation, dated on the day of the surrender,
in which he declared that the Territory of Michi-
o-an had been ceded to the arms of His Britan-
nic Majesty, ''without any otJier condition than the
protection of private property T He therefore de-
clares that, "wishing to give an early proof of
the moderation and justice of the government,"
he announces that the laws in force shall con-
tinue until the King's pleasure shall be known,
so long as the peace and safety of the Territory
will admit ; and that all the inhabitants shall be
fully protected in their religion. He required all
public property, and all arms, public or private, to
be delivered up.'
The reference to the alleged sole condition is
remarkable. The copy of the capitulation, ap-
pended to Hull's trial, contains the following ar-
ticle : "Article 3d. Private property, and private
persons of every description, will be respected."
From the charges and specifications against him,
this must have been assumed as correct. There
are several verbal differences between this copy
and the one published in Niles' Register, which
appears to be more correct in names and various
1 3 Niles, 25.
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3 3 0 M I LI TA R Y  GOV ERNM ENT. [CHAP. X I I .  
vice, and were advanced in  rank by the popu lar 
and State action ,  as well as by the U n ited States .  
Both arned a solid reputation as  soldiers and as 
civi l  officers, and few men have done more for 
the advancement  of  the northwest .  
General Brock , before he departed, issued a 
proclamation ,  dated on the day of the su rrender, 
in wh ich he declared that the Te rri tory of M ichi­
gan had been ceded to the arms  of H is Britan­
n ic Majesty, " witlzout an;1 otlzer conditz'on than the 
protectz.on of private propert;1. "  He therefore de-
clares that, " w ishing to give an early proof of 
the mocleration and justi ce of the government,"  
he an nounces that the laws in  force shall con­
ti nue un ti l  the K ing's pleasure shal l  be known ,  
so long as  the peace and safety of the  Territory 
wi l l  admi t ; and that al l  the inhabitants shall be 
fu l ly protected i n  thei r religion .  H e  required all 
public property, and all arms publ ic or private, to 
be del ive red up .  1 
The reference to the al leged sole condition is 
remarkable .  The copy of the capi tu lation ,  ap­
pended to Hu l l ' s  trial , contains  the following ar­
t icle : "Arti cle 3d .  Private property, and private 
persons of every description ,  wi l l  be respected ."  
From the charges and specifications against  him, 
thi s  must have been assumed as correct. There 
are several verbal differences between this copy 
and the one published in N i les '  Register, which 
appears to be more correct in names and various 
i 3 N i les, 25 .  
Chap. XII.] PROCTOR. 331
Other minutiae, as well as in grammar, but which
does not contain this article at all. It appeared
on the trial that Brock erased some words from
the articles as drafted, but it did not clearly ap-
pear what they were. Brock's proclamation recog-
nizes private property (except arms, which were
not excepted in the article as contained in the
appendix,) but does not recognize any stipulation
as to persons. This afterwards became material,
and persons were not respected. It is not im-
possible that the copies interchanged may have
differed. If so, it is not possible to tell which
was correct, as both must have been signed.
Brock would hardly have resorted to a misrepre-
sentation of fact. The omission, if made, was one
which was of great importance, and the fate of
several subsequent complaints shows that Proctor
acted as if no such stipulation existed, although
it was asserted and relied on.
Proctor was left in command. While Brock,
and most of the officers under him, appear to have
conducted themselves without creating any strong
personal dislike against them. Proctor has left in
Detroit a reputation for brutality and tyranny
that has seldom been equalled. Wherever our
people came in contact with him, at Detroit,
Frenchtown, Maiden or Ohio, their report was
uniform. As a natural accompaniment to cruelty
of disposition, he, although by no' means wanting
in activity, was regarded as lacking in the higher
attributes of a brave commander. He was prob-
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CHAP. XII . ]  PROCTOR . 3 3 1  
other minu tia:, as  well as  i n  grammar, bu t which 
does not conta in thi s  article at all .  It appeared 
on the trial that B rock erased some words from 
the articles as drafted, bu t i t  did not clearly ap­
pear what they were .  B rock ' s  proclamation recog­
n izes private property (except arms, which were 
not excepted i n  the article as contai ned in  the 
appendix,) but does not recognize any stipulation 
as to persons .  This afterwards became material , 
and persons  were not  respected. I t  i .  not im­
poss ible that the copies i n terchanged may have 
differed. If so, it i s  not  possible to tell which 
was correct, as both must have been s igned. 
Brock wou ld hardly have resorted to a misrepre­
sentation of fact. The omission if made, was one 
which was of great importance, and the fate of 
several su bsequ ent complaints shows that Proctor 
acted as i f  no  such stipulation existed, although 
it  was asserted and rel ied on .  
Proctor was left in comman d. Whi le  Brock, 
and most of the officers u nder h im,  appear to have 
conducted themselves without creating any strong 
personal disl ike against them Proctor has left i n  
Detroi t  a repu tation for bru tal ity and tyranny 
that has seldom been equal led. \Nherever ou r 
people came in  con tact with h im, at Detroit, 
Frenchtown ,  Malden or Ohio, the i r  report was 
un iform.  As a natu ral accompan iment to cruelty 
of d isposition ,  he, although by no' means wanting 
in  activ ity, was regarded as lack ing i n  the higher 
attribu tes of a brave commander. He was prob-
332 SCHEME OF ADMINISTRATION. [Chap. XIl.
ably not an absolute coward, for he was often
exposed to personal danger, but he had no cool
and dogged bravery, and more than once drew
himself away from opposing forces, where it would
have been much more honorable to prolong re-
sistance. His reputation is not much reverenced
in Canada.
On the 2 1 St of August, he issued a proclama-
tion to organize the civil government. He or-
dained that the courts and civil officers should
continue in their functions, and that in the Legis-
lative Board a majority should not be required if
offices v/cre vacant, and that laws need not be
adopted from the American States. The United
States duties and taxes were to be paid to the
military treasurer, for general expenses, and local
revenues to be expended as before, for local pur-
poses. The land officers and Indian department
were superseded. He assumed the office of civil
governor, and Judge Woodward was made
Secretary.
This scheme was a just and proper one, but
it was very imperfectly carried out. The public
records were in part removed, and some of them
disappeared. The worst act of spoliation related
to land titles. The land claims confirmed by the
commissioners, under the various statutes, for the
benefit of occupants, or heirs or grantees of
occupants, holding in 1796, were not finally ratified
by Congress until April 23, 181 2, when it was
enacted that patents should issue for all confirma-
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ably not an absolute coward for he was often 
exposed to personal danger, but he had no cool 
and dogged bravery, and more than once drew 
himself away from oppos ing forces, where it would 
have been  much more honorable to prolong re-
istance .  H i s  reputation is not much reverenced 
m Canada. 
On the 2 I st of August, he issued a proclama­
tion  to organize the civil government. H e  or­
dai ned that the cou rts and civi l  officers should 
continue  i n  thei r fu nctions, and that i n  the Legis­
lative Board a majori ty shou ld  not  be required if 
offices "':1cre vacan t, and that laws need not be 
adopted from the American States. The Uni ted 
States du ties and taxes were to be paid to the 
m il i tary treasu rer, for general expenses, and local 
revenues to be expended as before, for local pur­
poses. The land officers and Indian department  
were superseded. He assumed the office of civ i l  
governor, and J udge Woodward was made 
Secretary. 
This scheme was a j ust  and proper one) but  
i t  was very imperfectly carri ed out. The publ ic  
records were i n  part removed. and some of them 
d isappeared. The worst  act of spol iation related 
to land titles .  The land claims confirmed by the 
commissioners ,  under the various statu tes, for the 
benefit of occupant  or heir or grantees of 
occu pants ,  holdi ng in I 796, were not finally ratified 
by Congress un ti l  April 2 3 , I I 2, when  it was 
enacted that paten ts should  i ue for all confirma-
Chap. XII. | SPOLIATIONS 333
tions. These patents reached the Detroit Land
Office just before or during the war, and were
lying there awaiting deHvery at the time of the
surrender. They were all seized or destroyed,
although the other office records and files were
not seriously injured.
From a letter written by Brock to Proctor, it
would seem that seizures of private property had
been made for purposes of extortion. " I under-
stand that salvage has been demanded from in-
dividuals on several accounts ; for property re-
covered or restored, for patents, etc. I lament
that such a course has been adopted, for it was
my intention, and it is now my wish, that our con-
duct in these matters should be governed by the
broadest principles of liberality. You will, there-
fore, be pleased to have returned to the several
Individuals the amount which each may have paid
as salvage on any account." '•' '•'■'• (Life, p. 295.)
The Indians began at once to pillage
property and to do mischief, and some of the
captured officers and men were insulted at Mai-
den. On the day of the surrender, Secretary At-
water's house was robbed of a lar^e amount of
personal property, and many outrages were com-
mitted in the country round. Colonel McKee,
the British Indian agent, interfered in some cases
to prevent such outrages, and no doubt did what
he could. But no effective measures were had,
and the savages made great havoc. Their old
friendship for the French setders in some instances
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CHAP. X I I .  I S POLIATIONS .  333  
tions. These patents reached the Detroit Land 
Office just before or  du ring the war, and were 
lying there awaiting del ivery at the time of the 
su rrender. They were all seized or destroyed, 
al though the other office records and files were 
not seriously inj u red .  
From a lette r written by Brock to Proctor, i t  
wou ld seem that seizu res of  priva_te property had 
been made for pu rposes of extortion . " I u nder­
stand that salvage has been demanded from in­
dividuals on seve ral accou nts ; for property re­
covered or restored ,  for paten ts ,  etc. I lament  
that such a cou rse has been adopted, for it was 
my intention,  and it is now my wish, that ou r con­
duct in these matte rs should be gove rned by the 
broadest principles of l iberal i ty .  You wi l l ,  there­
fore, be pleased to have retu rned to the several 
i nd ividuals the amou nt which each may have paid 
as salvage on any accou nt. " =· : �  = = �  (Life ,  p .  2 9 5 . )  
The I nd ian s began a t  once to p i l lage 
property and to do mischief, and some of  the 
captu red officers and men were insu l ted at Mal­
den .  On the day of the su rrender, Secretary At­
water' s  house was robbed of  a large amou nt  of 
personal property and many ou trages were com­
mi tted in the coun tr) round.  Colonel Mc Kee, 
the B ritish I ndian agent, inte rfered in some case 
to prevent  such ou trages, and no doubt did what 
he cou ld .  Bu t  no effective measu res were had, 
and the savages made great havoc. Their old 
friendship for the French se ttlers in some instances 
334 PROCTOR'S ABUSES. fCHXP. XII
protected them from outrage, but before long in-
sidious attempts were made to bring them over
to British allegiance, and the suggestion of Indian
hostility was used to persuade them. Proctor, in
plain violation of the capitulation, resorted to such
efforts so often and so shamelessly as to excite
the plain-spoken indignation of Judge Woodward,
who left the Territory a few months after, to lay
his misconduct, in this and in other matters, be-
fore the government and the public. General
Harrison, after the Battle of the Thames, received
a letter from Proctor asking protection to private
property of inhabitants in Canada, sent under cir-
cumstances so peculiar as to induce him to regard
the bearer as a spy. Nevertheless, he offered him
no indignity, but refused to notice Proctor, and
addressed his reply to General Vincent, his supe-
rior, to whom he gave an indignant account of
that officer's infamous outrages, which V^incent,
whom he respected, made no attempt to excuse
or palliate.
Early in the fall of 1812, Walk-in-the-Water
and Roundhead, two principal chiefs of the Wyan-
dots, wrote a letter to the French people on the
Raisin, addressed to Colonel Navarre, calling upon
them to rise and help their Indian friends, and
threatening, if they failed, to renounce their friend-
ship and subject them to the treatment of ene-
mies.' The letter was short and pithy, but evi-
dently not of Indian originating, though signed by
I State Papers, i Ind. Aff., 371.
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334 PROCTO R'S ABUSES. [CHAP. X I I . 
protected them from ou trage, bu t before long in­
s idious attempts were made to bring them over 
to B ri tish al legiance, and the suggestion of I ndian 
hostil i ty was u sed to persuade them .  Proctor, in 
plain violation of the capitulation,  resorted to such 
efforts so often and so shamelessly as to excite 
the plain-spoken indignation of Judge Woodward, 
who left the Territory a few months after, to lay 
his misconduct, i n  this and i n  other  matte rs, be­
fore the government  and the publ ic .  General 
Harrison, after the Battle of the Thames, received 
a letter from Proctor asking protection to private 
property of i nhabitants in Canada, sent u nder c ir­
cumstances so pecul iar as to induce him to regard 
the bearer as a spy. Nevertheless, he  offered him 
no indignity, but refused to notice Proctor, and 
addressed his reply to General Vincent, his su pe­
rior, to whom he gave an indignant accou nt  of 
that officer' s i nfamou$ ou trages, which Vincent, 
whom he respected, made no attempt to excuse 
o r  pall iate . 
Early i n  the fall of r 8 1  2 ,  Walk- in- the-\\! ater  
and  Rou ndhead, two principal chiefs of the Wyan­
dots, wrote a le tte r to the French people on the 
Rai�in ,  addressed to Colonel Navarre, cal l ing upon 
them to rise and help their I ndian friends ,  and 
threatening, i f  they failed, to renounce their friend­
ship and subject them to the treatment  of ene­
mies .  1 The letter was short and pithy, bu t evi­
dently not of I ndian originating, though sign ed by 
x State Papers, 1 Ind. Aff. ,  37  r .  
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those chiefs, who would have been much more likely
to visit the Raisin themselves, if they desired to
confer with their old acquaintances. The letter
was at once sent up to Judge Woodward, and
was one of the ilhistrations which he afterwards
gave of the dishonorable methods which Proctor
resorted to, in order to intimidate the settlers.
The threat was not an idle one, and the conse-
quences of it were the occasion for Winchester's
expedition of a few weeks later.
The immediate result oi Hull's surrender was
a general uprising all over the west. Kentucky
and Ohio were especially active, and General Har-
rison was by common consent put at the head of
all the forces, receiving a special commission from
Kentucky. These troops were volunteers, not
called out originally by the United States, but
brought into the field by the enthusiasm of the
occasion. Harrison was also commissioned for
the same purpose by the United States. The
Indians were very soon scattered from the Wa-
bash, and driven northward. A campaign was
planned tor the recovery of Michigan and the
capture of Maiden, which was delayed by some
untoward events, and for a time prevented by
General Winchester, who, without orders, under-
took to advance to the Raisin, and there met with
a terrible catastrophe.
The American prisoners from Detroit were
sent over from Quebec for exchange, in October.
At that time, it is stated, that five of the eight
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
23
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP.  XI I . J  UPRISING IN T H E  W EST. 3 3 5  
those chiefs, who wou ld have been much more l ikely 
to vis it  the Raisin themselves if they de5'i red to 
confer  with their old acquaintances. The letter 
was at once sent  up to J u dge Woodward, and 
was one of the i l lu strations which he afte rward 
gave of the dishonorable methods which Proctor  
resorted to, in  orde r to in timidate the settlers .  
The threat was not  an  idle one, and  the conse­
quences of i t  were the occa ion for Win chester ' s 
expedition of a few weeks later. 
The immediate re su l t  of Hu l l ' s  su rrender was 
a general upris ing al l  over the west. Kentucky 
and Ohio were especially active, and General Har­
rison  was by com mon consent  put  at the head of 
al l  the forces, rece iving a pecial com mission from 
Kentucky. These troops were olu ntee rs not  
cal led ou t original ly by the  Un ited States, bu t 
brought in to the field by the en thusiasm of the 
occas10n . Harrison was also commissioned for 
the same purpose by th� U ni ted States .  The 
Indians were very soon cattered from the W a­
bash, and driven northward . A campaign was 
plan ned for the recovery of Michigan and th 
capture of Malden ,  which was delayed by ome 
untoward events , and for a time pre ented by 
General Winchester, who withou t orde r under­
took to advance to the Rais in ,  and th r m et with 
a te rrible catastrophe.  
The American prisoners from etroi t  were 
sent over from Quebec for exchange in ctober. 
At that t ime, it  is s tated, that five of the i;ht 
336 TROPHIES. BROCK'S DEATH. [Chap. XII.
brass cannon captured at the surrender were lying
at the chateau. Among the brass pieces in the
fort were two captured by Stark at Bennington,
and one taken from Burgoyne at Saratoga, as
well as some surrendered at Yorktown. The
British officers are said to have been greatly
pleased at regaining possession of Burgoyne's
trophy, which was a little three-pounder, used for
salutes. It was afterwards recaptured by Harri-
son at the Battle of the Thames, with two others
from Yorktown, and is now at Frankfort, Kentucky,
bearing inscriptions indicating its history and ad-
ventures.
General Brock was created a Knight of the
Bath, for his capture of Detroit. His career was
not prolonged. He was killed on the i 2th of Oc-
tober, at the Battle of Oueenstown, and the
American Army, as well as the British, paid him
military honors at his funeral.
On the 8th day of October, 1812, the Detroit,
(formerly the American brig Adams,) an armed
vessel of 18 guns, and the Caledonia, a smaller
armed vessel, arrived at Fort Erie, opposite Buf-
falo, with a number of prisoners, and with large
supplies of stores and munitions. The Caledonia
had a cargo of furs, estimated at from ^150,000
to ^200,000. A portion of General Hull's family
had come part of the way down the lake in the
Detroit, and his and their baggage was on board.
Lieutenant (afterwards Commodore) Jesse D.
Elliott, with a force of volunteers from the army
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336 TROPH I ES.  BROCK'S DE TH . f CHA P. X I I . 
brass cannon captu red at the su rrender were lying 
at the chateau . Among the brass pieces in the 
fort were two captu red by Stark at Benn ington,  
and one taken from Bu rgoyne at Saratoga, as 
well as some surrendered at  Yorktown . The 
B rit ish officers are said to have been greatly 
pleased at regain ing possess ion of Burgoyne 's  
trophy, which was a l i ttle three-pou nder, used for 
salu tes .  I t  was afterwards recaptured by H arri­
son at  the Battle of the Thames, with two others 
from York town,  and is now at Frankfort Kentucky, 
bearing inscriptions i ndicat ing i ts h is tory and ad­
ventu res. 
General B rock was created a Knight of the 
Bath, for his captu re of Detroit .  H is career was 
not prolonged. H e  was ki l led on the r 2 th of Oc­
tober, at the Battle of Queenstown, and the 
American Army, as well as the Bri tish, paid him 
mi l i tary honors a t  h is  funeral . 
On the 8 th day of October, r 8 r 2 ,  the Detroit ,  
(forme rly the American brig Adams, )  an armed 
vessel of r 8 gu ns, and the Caledonia,  a smal ler 
armed vessel ,  arrived at  Fort Erie ,  oppos i te Buf­
falo, with a number of pri soners ,  and with large 
supplies of s tores and mu ni tions .  The Caledon ia 
had a cargo of fu r , estimated at from $ I  50,000 
to $200,000. A portion of Gen eral Hu l l ' s  family 
had come part of  the way down the lake in the 
Detroi t, and his and their baggage was on board . 
Lieutenant (afterwards Commodore) Jesse D .  
Ell iott, with a force of volun teers from the army 
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and the citizens of Buffalo, boarded and captured
them that night. The Caledonia was run across
to Black Rock and beached. The Detroit grounded
on Squaw Island, and after a series of sharp
encounters, she was finally burned.
In the winter of 1812-13, the cold weather
set in with severity, and it was at one time con-
templated to take advantage of it, by crossing on
the ice, to attack Maiden. But the mistakes and
lack of judgment of some of Harrison's sub-
ordinates prevented any early action, and it
was finally checked by the course of General
Winchester.
The latter had under his command a fine
body, chiefly of Kentucky troops, made up of the
foremost young men in the State, of great intel-
ligence and undaunted bravery. They had gone
into the service with the generous desire to wipe
out the disgrace of Hull's surrender, and put an
end to the frightful barbarities of the Indians, who
had been encouraged by it to renew their old
atrocities. It would be almost invidious to mention
single names, where the whole muster-roll was a
list of heroes. When the new Capitol of the State
shall furnish a proper place for preserving and
perpetuating in public reverence the names of
our benefactors, we shall fail in our diitv if the
soldiers of Frenchtown, and the gallant men who
avenged them, are not made familiar as household
words to the whole people of Michigan.
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388 FIRST BATTLE OF THE RAISIN. [Chap. XII.
News arrived at the Maumee that the inhabi-
tants along the River Raisin were suffering se-
verely from the depredations of the Indians, and
that preparations were making to destroy the set-
tlement in a few days. The impulses of human-
ity stirred up the whole army in their behalf, and
on the 17th of January, 181 3, General Winchester
ordered Colonel William Lewis to proceed to the
Raisin and protect the inhabitants. He reached
the river, at the present city of Monroe, at three
o'clock in the afternoon of the i8th, with a force
of between 600 and 700. They found a body of
the enemy, composed of British and Indians,
posted in the village on the left bank of the
stream, who opened fire on the Americans with a
howitzer, as they approached the river ; but no
one was hurt by it. The line of battle was at
once formed, Lieutenant Colonel Allen command-
ing the right wing, Major Graves the left, and
Major Madison the centre. The whole army
crossed at once on the ice, and Graves and Madi-
son, in spite of the obstructions of the heavy
pickets and fences, soon drove the enemy from
the village. A considerable force, with the how-
itzer, encountered Colonel Allen on the right,
where the battle was very hot ; but by degrees
the British and Indians were driven back, fighting
obstinately, until at nightfall they had been fol-
lowed about two miles into the heavy timber,
where the darkness put an end to the conflict,
and Lewis occupied the village. The number of
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News arrived at the Maumee that the inhabi­
tants along the River Raisin were su ffering se­
verely from the depredations of the I ndians, and 
that preparations were making to destroy the set­
tlement  in  a few days. The impu lses of human­
i ty st irred up  the w hole army in th ir  behalf, and 
on the r 7 th of J anuary, 1 8 1 3 , General Winchester 
ordered Colonel Will iam Lewis to p roceed to the 
Raisin and protect the inhabitants .  H e  reached 
the river, at the presen t  c i ty of Monroe, at  th ree 
o 'clock in the afternoon of the r 8 th, with a force 
of between 600 and 700. They fou nd a body of 
the enemy, composed of B ri tish and Indians, 
posted in the vi l lage on the left bank of the 
stream , who opened fire on the Americans w ith a 
howitzer, as they approached the river ; bu t no 
one was hurt by i t .  The l ine  of battle was at  
once formed, Lieu tenant Colonel Al len command­
ing the right w ing, Major  Graves the left, and 
Major  Madison the centre. The whole army 
crossed at once on the ice, and G raves and Madi­
son, in spite of the obstructions of the heavy 
pickets and fences, soon drove the enemy from 
the vil lage. A considerable force with the how­
i tzer, encou ntered Colonel Allen on the right, 
where the battle was very hot ; bu t by degrees 
the Bri tish and Indians were driven back, fighting 
obstinately, u nti l  at n ightfall they had been fol ­
lowed about two miles in to the heavy t imber, 
where the darkness put an end to the confl ict, 
and Lewis occupied the v il lage . The number of 
Chap. XII. J GENERAL WINCHESTER. 839
casualties on the American side was i 2 killed and
55 wounded. The loss of the enemy was not
published, and, so far as the Indians were con-
cerned, was not known, as they dragged away
their dead. The battle was an obstinate one.
News of this battle was sent to Winchester,
who at once started in person, with about 250
men, and reached the Raisin on the 20th, where
his force, combined with Lewis's, made over 900
men fit for duty. They were all in good spirits,
and ready to meet any emergency. It was largely
owing to the fault of General Winchester that
they suffered any defeat. His personal gallantry
and patriotism led every one to look upon his
mistakes with leniency, and few officers have been
more generously dealt with.
General Winchester, like Hull, was an old Rev-
olutionary officer. He never held rank beyond
that of a subaltern, but his personal conduct had
been brave and devoted, and his large means
were unselfishly used for patriotic purposes. After
the Revolution, he settled in Tennessee, where
he remained in voluntary retirement, declining
public office. Wlien the troops were enlisted
in that part of the country, he was appointed
brigadier general, and at one time, by some
strange mistake, he was supposed to have super-
seded Harrison. He had no faculty for man-
aging an army, and the troops, when he was
in command in Ohio, became mutinous, and
were only pacified by the vigorous efforts of
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CHAP. X I I . ]  GEN ERAL W I NCHESTER,  339 
casualties on the American s ide was r 2 kil led and 
5 5 wounded. The loss of  the enemy was not 
publ ished, and, so far as the I ndians were con ­
cerned, was not known,  as they dragged away 
their dead. The battle was an obstinate one. 
N ews of this battle was sen t  to Winchester, 
who at once started in person,  with about 2 50 
men ,  and reached the Raisin on the 20th, where 
his force, combined with Lewis ' s, made over 900 
men fit for duty. They were all i n  good spirits , 
and ready to meet any emergency. I t  was largely 
owing to the fault  of General Winchester that 
they suffered any defeat. H is personal gallantry 
and patriotism led every one to look upon his 
m istakes �ith len iency, and few officers have been 
more generous! y dealt with . 
General Winchester, l ike H u ll ,  was an old Rev­
olutionary officer. H e  never held rank beyond 
that of a subaltern, but h i s  personal conduct had 
been brave and devoted, and his large means 
were unselfishly used for patriotic purposes. After 
the Revolu tion ,  he settled i n  Tennessee where 
he remained in volun tary retirement, decl in ing 
public office. When the troops were enl isted 
in  that part of the country, he wa appoin ted 
brigadier general, and at one t ime, by some 
strange mistake, he was supposed to have su per­
seded Harrison . H e  had no facu lty for man­
aging an army and the troops when he wa · 
i n  command in  Ohio, became mutinous, and 
were only pacified by the vigorous efforts of 
340
LACK OF VIGILANCE. rCHAP. XII.
Scott and Harrison, in whom they placed, as well
they might, implicit confidence. Winchester's only
strength was in his sincere courage and devotion ;
and for these he was well esteemed. He was
not severely censured for his errors, because they
were those of a brave and good, though not wise,
soldier.
The settlement near the mouth of the Raisin,
where Winchester had his camp, was close by the
Indian country, and only eighteen miles from Mai-
den, which at this time was accessible by land,
and by a crossing on heavy ice, which was much
more convenient than any land road. The Wy-
andot villages at Brownstown and Monguagon
were the headquarters of Walk-in-the-Water and
Roundhead, as well as of other noted chiefs, and
nearly all the Indian bands which had been driven
northward were at Maiden or in southern Michi-
gan. The white force that had been met by
Colonel Lewis was from Maiden, and the Indians
were probably those of the neighborhood. Sav-
ages prowled near the camp during the entire
interval between the arrival of Lewis and the last
battle.
Under these circumstances, prudence required
the utmost vigilance. Here Winchester failed.
He had no personal experience of Indian war-
fare, and had no idea of the small effect of a de-
feat in preventing them from making preparations
for further mischief. He took no efficient means
for fortifying his encampment ; and while the ori-
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cott and Harrison, in  whom they placed, as well 
they might, impl ic i t  confidence. Winchester's only 
strength was i n  his s incere cou rage and devotion · 
and for these he was well esteemed. H e  wa 
not severely censu red for his errors, because they 
were tho e of a brave and good, though not  wise 
soldier .  
The settl ement near the mouth of the Rais in ,  
where Winchester  had his camp, was close by the 
I ndian coun try, and  only eighteen miles from Mal ­
den,  which at  this time was accessible by  land, 
and by a crossing on heavy ice, which was much 
more convenient  than any land road . The Wy­
andot vi l lages at  B rownstown and Monguagon 
were the headquarters of Walk-in- the-Water and 
Roundhead, as wel l  as of other  noted chiefs, and 
nearly all the I ndian bands which had been driven 
northward were at  Malden or  in  southe rn M ichi­
gan .  The white force that had been met by 
Colonel  Lewis was from Malden ,  and the I ndians 
were probably those of the neighborhood . Sav­
ages prowled near the cam p du ring the en tire 
i nterval between the arrival of Lewis and the last 
battl e .  
U nder these circumstances, prudence requ i red 
the u tmost vigi lance. H ere Winchester failed . 
He  had no personal experien ce of I ndian war­
fare, and had no idea of the small effect of a de­
f eat in pr venting them from making preparations 
for fu rther m ischief. He took no efficient means 
for fortifying his encampmen t ; and while the ori -
Chap. XII.]
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ginal command ot Lewis were in quarters which
they could have defended, and did defend, the re-
inforcements brought up by Winchester himself
were in an open camp. The General did not
remain in the vicinity of his men, but was quar-
tered in the house of Colonel Navarre, a promi-
nent French citizen, on the other side of the river,
and more than half a mile from the army.
On the 2 1 St, Winchester was informed that
the British and Indians would be down upon him
that night, or in the morning ; but he was induced
to believe the alarm groundless, and, in spite of
warnings, disregarded it. Colonel Wells, who
commanded the regulars, endeavored in vain to
spur him up to diligence. He neglected to call
a council, or to use any means against surprise.
No scouts were kept out, and he omitted, in spite
of urgent representations, to distribute ammuni-
tion, so that many of the troops had a short sup-
ply. Colonel Wells became so uneasy that he left
his own men in command of his subordinate. Ma-
jor McClanahan, and hurried to the Maumee to
obtain reinforcements, but although led on at once,
they came too late to save the day, and turned
back when they learned of the surrender.
Before day-break on the 2 2d the British at-
tacked the camp with a heavy fire of shells and
canister, and made a desperate assault with regu-
lars and Indians. Lewis's force being protected
by heavy picket fences, which were a very good
defence against muskets and light missiles, were
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CHAP. X I I . )  B R I T I S H  A T T  ACK .  34 1 
ginal command of Lewis were m quarters which 
they could have defended, and d id defend,  the re ­
inforcements brought  up  by Winchester himself 
were m an open camp.  The General did not 
remain i n  the vic in i ty of his men,  but was quar­
tered in  the house of Colonel Navarre, a promi­
nent French c itizen ,  on the other side of  the river, 
and more than hal f a mi le  from the army .  
On  the 2 r s t ,  W inchester was informed that 
the B ri tish and Indians would  be down u pon him 
that n ight, or  i n  the morning ; but he was induced 
to bel i eve the alarm groundless ,  and, in spite of 
warnings d isregarded i t. Colonel Wel ls, who 
commanded the regulars, endeavored in vain  to 
spur h im up to di l igence .  H e  neglected to cal l 
a council ,  or  to u se any means against su rprise . 
No scouts were kept ou t, and he omitted, in spite 
of u rgent  representations ,  to distribute ammun i­
tion ,  so that many of the troops . had a short sup­
ply. Colonel Wel ls  became so u neasy that he left 
his own men in  command of his subordinate, Ma­
jor McClanahan and hu rried to the Maumee to 
obtain reinforcements, but although led on at once, 
they came too late to sav e the day, and tu rned 
back when they learned of the surrender. 
Before day-break on the 2 2 d the B ritish at­
tacked the camp wi th a heavy fire of shells and 
canister, and made a desperate assault  with regu ­
lars and I ndians .  Lewis' force being protected 
by heavy picket fences ,  which were a very good 
defence against muskets and l ight missi les ,  were 
342 SECOND BATTLE OF THE RAISIN. [Cmap. XII.
enabled to hold their own. The regulars outside
were uncovered, and exposed to the full fury of
the assault. Winchester and Lewis, with loo men
out of his force within the enclosures, joined them,
and for a considerable time held the enemy at
bay; but the large body of Indians succeeded in
turning their right flank, and they were compelled
to cross the river, where, though fighting desper-
ately in smaller bodies, they could make no united
defence. The greatest portion of them were
killed and scalped. No quarter was given to the
Americans in this part of the field. Winchester
and Lewis, with a few others, were finally induced
to surrender to Roundhead, who stripped them
and took them to Proctor, who commanded in
person. Colonel Allen was killed. He was a man
of ability and his loss was deeply felt.
The left and centre, under Graves and Madi-
son, maintained their position, and the small ar-
tillery made little impression on them. Their rifle-
men picked off the British gunners whenever
they showed themselves, and Proctor and his white
forces had withdrawn beyond range, so that the
besieeed soldiers had time to eat their breakfast.
At this time Winchester was taken to headquar-
ters, and impressed by the barbarities he had
witnessed and suffered, and by the suggestions of
Proctor that the allies could not be restrained,
and miscalculating the condition of the troops
under Graves and Madison, he consented to a
surrender on condition — as he reported — that the
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342 SECO N D  BATTLE OF THE RAI S I N .  [CH AP. X I I .  
enabled to hold the i r  own .  The regulars ou tside 
were u ncove red, and exposed to the full fu ry of 
the assau lt .  Winchester and Lewis, with 1 00 men 
out of h is  force with in the enclosu res, j oi ned them, 
and for a considerable time held the enemy at 
bay ; bu t the large body of I ndians succeeded i n  
tu rni ng the ir  right flank, and they we re compelled 
to cross the river, where, though fighting desper­
ately i n  smal ler  bodies ,  they could make no u ni ted 
defence .  The greatest  portion of them were 
k i l led and scalped. No quarter was given to the 
Americans i n  th i s  part of the field .  Winchester 
and Lewis, w i th a few others , were final ly induced 
to surrender to Roundhead, who stripped them 
and took them to Proctor, who commanded in  
person.  Colonel  Al len  was k il led. He was a man 
of abi l i ty and his loss was deeply fel t. 
The left and centre, u nder Graves and Madi ­
son ,  maintained the ir  position ,  and the small ar­
til lery made l ittle impression on  them.  Thei r  rifle­
m�n picked off the B ri tish gu nners whenever 
they showed themselves, and Proctor and his white 
forces had withdrawn beyond range, so that the 
besieged soldi e rs had time to eat the ir  breakfast.  
At this t ime W i nchester was taken to headquar­
te rs, and impressed by the barbarit ies he had 
witnessed and suffered,  and by the suggest ions of 
Proctor that the al l ies could not be restra ined, 
and m iscalculating the condit ion of the . troops 
under raves and Madison,  he consented to a 
su rrender on condition-as he reported-that the 
Chap. XII.] WINCHESTER .SURRENDERS. 343
prisoners should be protected, private property-
secured, and the side-arms of the officers restored
to them at Maiden. Unfortunately, this was not
reduced to writing — probably because not conve-
nient, and no one in that army was then acquainted
with Proctor. A white flag was sent to the camp,
accompanied by Proctor in person, and by Major
Overton, one of Winchester's staft'. Graves and
Madison hesitated about submitting, knowing the
habits of the Indians, and refused to do it with-
out full assurance of safety. Proctor pledged
himself to respect the conditions, and to send sleds
for the wounded to take them to Maiden next
morning, and to have them all safely guarded in
the meantime. On these assurances they surren-
dered. Some of the Indians immediately began
to be insolent, and Proctor, on being appealed to
by Major Madison, intimated it was beyond his
power to restrain them. Madison at once ordered
his men to protect themselves with their guns, and
thereupon the savages were called off and did
them no more mischief The unwounded troops
were at once marched off towards Maiden.
Proctor afterwards reported that the surrender
was unconditional. Upon this he is flatly contra-
dicted by Winchester, and the promise to Madison
to the same effect cannot be gainsaid. Those offi-
cers were men of unsullied honor, and no one
can doubt their correctness. The assurances of
Proctor were heard and verified by many others,
and testified to by Colonel Lewis and twenty-one
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CHAP. X I I . ]  W I NC H ESTER S U R R END ER . 34 3 
---
prisoners shou ld be protected , private property 
secured, and the s ide-arms of the officers restored 
to them at Malden .  Unfortu nately, thi s  was not 
reduced to writ ing-probably becau se not conve­
nient, and no one in that army was then acquain ted 
w ith Proctor. A white flag was sent  to the camp, 
accompan ied by Proctor in person,  and by Major 
Overton ,  one of Winches ter s staff. Graves and 
Madison hesitated abou t submitt ing, kn owing the 
habits of the I ndian s,  and refused to do i t  w i th­
out fu l l assurance of safety .  Proctor pledged 
himself to respect the cond itions, and to send sleds 
for the wounded to take them to Malden next 
morning, and to have them all safely guarded in 
the meantime.  On these assu rances they su rren­
dered. Some of the I ndians immediately began 
to be  insolent, and Proctor, on being appealed to 
by Major  Madison ,  i ntimated it was beyond his 
power to restrain them. Madison at once ordered 
his men to protect themselves with the ir  gu ns, and 
thereupon the savages were cal led off and did 
them no more mischief. The u nwounded troops 
were at once marched off towards Malden .  
Proctor afterwards reported that the su rrender 
was uncondit ional .  Upon th is  he is flatly con tra­
dicted by Winchester and the promise to Madison 
to the same effect cannot be gainsaid . Tho e offi ­
cers were men of  u nsul l ied honor, and no one 
can dou bt the ir  co rrectness . The as u rances of 
Proctor were heard and verified by many others, 
and testified t by Colonel Lewis and twenty-one 
344 CONDITIONS BROKEN. [Chap. XII.
Other officers,' immediately after their return in
March, as well as by some who were longer de-
tained, and by civilians at Frenchtown. The reso-
lutions passed by a meeting of returned officers,
held at Erie on the i8th of February, 1813,^ not
only aver distinctly all the conditions, but other
further promises made by Proctor and Elliott for
the safety of the wounded, and how all of them
were disregarded. Private property of officers
and soldiers was allowed to be plundered, and the
officers' side-arms were never restored. Some of
the worst atrocities to individuals were not pub-
licly known until shortly after, though most of the
bloody deeds which have made the River Raisin
terribly famous occurred at once.
The victory was dearly bought. Proctor had
182 killed and wounded among his white forces,
or more than one-third of their whole number.
Of the American troops, not more than 30 or 40
escaped, 537 prisoners were accounted for as first
estimated, and this number was increased by 40
or 50 afterwards ransomed from the Indians. The
number of killed and missing was 397, a large
number of w^hom were not slain in action but
murdered afterwards, and a few^ subsequently came
in and were ransomed. The loss of the Indians
is not known, but it must have been very large.
The men fought desperately, and were only over-
come by numbers.
J 4 Niles R., 83. -' 4 Niles R., 13.
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344 COr D I TI O N  BROKE t .  rcHAP. x n .  
other officers, 1 im mediately after the ir  re tu rn in 
March, as well as by some who were longe r de­
tained, and by c iv i l ians at  Frenchtown .  The re s o ­
l u tions  pass d by a meet ing of retu rned officers ,  
h Id at Erie on the I th of February, r 8 I 3 ,2 not 
only ave r d i  ti nctly all the condit ion s ,  but other 
fu rther promi ses made by Proctor  and Ell iott for 
the safety of the wounded, and how a l l  of them 
were d isregarded . Private property of officer. 
and soldiers was al lowed to be p lundered, and the 
officers s ide-arms we re never restored . Some of 
th worst  atroc i ties to ind iv iduals were not pub­
l icly known un t i l  shortly after, though most of  the 
bloody deeds which have made the River Rais in 
terr ibly famou s  occu rred at once .  
The v ictory was dearly bought. Proctor had 
r 8 2  ki l led and wou nded among his white forces, 
or  more than one-th i rd of the i r  whole number. 
Of the Amer ican troops, not more than 3 0  or  40 
escaped, 5 3 7 prisoners were accou nted for  as fi rst  
estimated.  and thi s  numbe r was increased by 40 
or  50 afterwards ransomed from the I nd ians .  Th_ 
nu mber of  k i lled and miss ing was 3 9 7 ,  a large 
numbe r of whom were not slai n  in action bu t 
mu rdered afterwards, and a few subsequently came 
in  and we re ransomed. The loss of  the I nd ian . 
i s  not known ,  but i t  must have been very large . 
The m e n  fought desperately, and were only ove r­
come y nu mber 
1 4 N i les R. ,  S.) .  2 4 iles R. , 1 3 .  
Chap. XII.l MASSACRE OF PRISONERS. 345
Proctor started at once for Maiden. When it
was discovered that he was leaving no guard be-
hind to protect the woiinded, of whom there were
very many, he was remonstrated with, and some
of those who were able to travel desired to ac-
company the forces, but they were persuaded that
they would be safe, and that the next morning
they should all be taken safely to Maiden on sleds.
The Indians retired to Stony Creek, a few miles
off, and it was represented that the interpreters
who were left behind had full control over the
savages. Personal pledges were given to some
of the officers, and one, Captain Hart, (a very
highly esteemed officer, and brother-in-law of Henry
Clay,) who had met an old acquaintance and friend
in Captain Elliott, who had been entertained in his
own house, received from him positive assurances
of safety and care.
These pledges were not fulfilled, but it is not
certain that Elliott was responsible. The kind-
hearted inhabitants had tenderly cared for the
wounded in their own homes. The next morning
about 200 drunken savages, who had been indulged
by their white leaders with the means of a de-
bauch at Stony Creek, came into the devoted vil-
lage, and in council determined to kill and scalp
all the wounded who could not travel. After
plundering the village, they broke in among the
wounded, and stripped and tomahawked them.
More than 60 were burned up in the houses
where they were confined, those who tried to es-
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CHAP .  x n . 1  . l ASSACRE OF P R I  ONER . 
Proctor started at once for Malden .  When i t  
was discovered that he was leaving no guard be­
bind to protect the wou nded of whom there wer 
1ery many, he was remonstrated with and om e 
of those who were able to travel desi red to ac­
company the forces, bu t they were persuaded that 
they would be safe, and that the next morn ing 
they should all be taken safely to Malden on sleds .  
The I ndians ret ired to Stony Creek, a few mile 
off, and i t  was represented that the in terpreter 
who were left behind had ful l  control over the 
savages .  Personal pledges were given  to some 
of the officers ,  and one,  Captain H art, (a very 
highly esteemed officer, and brother- in- law of  H enry 
Clay,) who had met an old acquaintance and friend 
in  Captai n Ell iott, who had been en tertained i n  h i  
¥n  house, received from h im positive assu rance 
of safety and care . 
These pledges were not fulfil l ed, but it is not 
ce rtain . that Ell iott was responsible .  The kind­
!1earted inhabitants had tenderly cared for th ' 
\ ounded i n  the ir  own homes. The next morn in  -
about  200 dru nken savages ,  who had been indulged 
by the i r  whi te leaders with the means of a d -
bauch at Stony Creek, came i nto the devoted vi l ­
lage, and in cou nci l  determined to ki l l  and cal 
all the wou nded who could not travel .  After 
plu nderi ng the v i l lage , they broke in among th 
wounded, and tri pped and tomahawked them . 
More than 60 were burned up in the houses 
where they w r confin ed, tho who tried to e -
34 6 MASSACRE OF PRISONERS. [Chap. XII.
cape from the fire being driven back and slain.
The streets were strewn with the mangled bodies.
Those who could walk we're started off for Mai-
den, and a few were, for large sums, allowed to
ride. Most of these were killed on the road, and
the number taken to Maiden was very small.
Captain Hart, Captain Virgin McCracken of
Colonel Allen's regiment, Winchester's secretary
Captain Woolfolk, and Ensign Wells, were slaugh-
tered on the road. The bodies of Woolfolk and
Hart were privately rescued, and concealed for
burial, by some French citizens. Many prisoners
were carried to the Indian villages on the Huron
and Rouge, and to Detroit. Many were murdered
and some were ransomed. Major Graves was
seen on the Rouge a few days after the massacre,
but his subsequent fate was never known. He
was beyond doubt put to death. No imagination
can exaggerate the dreadful scenes of those hor-
rid crimes. The brutal tyrant who controlled this
region would not even interfere to allow the bu-
rial of the dead ; and the bodies of the murdered
soldiers were left to be devoured by unclean
beasts. The French inhabitants, whose testimony
was given on oath concerning these transactions,
described the efforts which were made to save
some of the bodies from this pollution, and the
details of the ravages of the dogs and swine are
too dreadful for description.
Dr. McKeehan, who was sent up with a l^ag
of truce to help attend the wounded at Maiden,
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34 6 M ASS C R E  OF P R I SON E R � .  [ CHAP.  X I I .  
cape from the fire being driven back and slain . 
The s treets were strewn with the mangled bodies .  
Those who could walk were s tarted off for Mal­
den, and a few were, for large sums, al lowed to 
ride .  Most of these were ki l led on the road, and 
the number taken to Malden was very small . 
Captain Hart, Captain Virgin McCracken of 
Colonel  Allen ' s  regiment, Wincheste r 's secretary 
Captai n Woolfolk,  and Ensign Wells, were slaugh­
te red on the road.  The bodies of Woolfolk and 
Hart were privately rescued, and concealed for 
bu rial ,  by some French citizens .  Many prisoners 
were carried to the I ndian vil lages on the H u ron 
and Rouge, and to Detroit . Many were murdered 
and some were ransomed. Major  Graves was 
seen on the Rouge a few days after the massacre, 
bu t his subsequent  fate was never known.  H e  
was beyond doubt pu t to death. No  imagination 
can exaggerate the dreadfu l  scenes of those hor­
rid crimes.  The bru tal tyrant  who control led this 
region wou ld not even in te rfere to allow the bu ­
rial of the dead ; and the bodies of the murdered 
soldiers were left to be devou red by unclean 
beasts. The French inhabitants, whose testimony 
was given on oath concerning these transactions, 
described the efforts which were made to save 
some of the bodies from this pol lu tion, and the 
detai ls  of the ravages of the dogs and swine are 
too dreadful for description .  
Dr. McKeehan , who was sent up with a flag 
o f  truce to help attend the wou nded at Malden ,  
Chap. XII.l PROCTOR'S MISCONDUCT. 347
was treated shamefully by Proctor. After being
charged with coming for improper purposes, and
resenting it, as he had* reason, he was for a time
employed as aid to the other surgeons ; but on
the 2d of March he was arrested, under pretext
of carrying on a private correspondence, and in
a few days sent down, with Israel Ruland of De-
troit, to Montreal, being treated ignominiously on
the way, and on his arrival there shut up in a
filthy subterranean dungeon for more than a
month. No charges were ever made or alleged
against him, and no explanation was ever given or
guessed at, unless that he had not taken in silence
the insulting abuse of Proctor. That officer was now
promoted to be a brigadier general for his vic-
tory at the Raisin, where, according to the gene-
ral orders announcing his promotion, his gallantry
" was most nobly displayed, in his humane and
unwearied exertions, which succeeded in rescuing
the vanquished from the revenge of the Indian
warriors." Surely this was penned without knowl-
edge of the cruel sarcasm which was conveyed
in it. Whatever grounds for complaint existed
against others, no one was found anywhere who
competed with ^ Proctor in barbarity. In this he
had neither peer nor rival.
The massacre of the Raisin seemed to arouse
and quicken all his malignant passions. The
Indians who had carried off many prisoners to
their own villages, began to bring them in for
ransom. Ensign Baker, of the 2nd U. S. Infantry
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CH AP. X I I . 1 PROCTOR'S MISCON DUCT. 34 7 
was treated shamefu l ly by Proctor. Afte r being 
charged with coming for improper pu rposes, and 
�esenting i t, as he had· reason , he was for a tim 
em ployed as aid to the other su rgeons ; but on 
the 2d of March he was arrested, u nder pretext 
of carrying on a private correspondence, and in 
a few days sent down, with I srael Ruland of De­
troit, to Montreal, being treated ignomin iou sly on 
the way, and on his arrival there shut up in a 
fil thy subterranean dungeon for more than a 
m onth .  No  charges were ever made or  alleged 
against him, and no explanation was ever given or  
guessed at, u nless that he had not  taken in  si lence 
the insulting abuse of Proctor. That officer was now 
promoted to be a brigadier general for his vic­
tory at the Raisin ,  where, according to the gene­
ral orders announcing his promotion, his gal lantry 
' was most nobly displayed, in h is  humane and 
unwearied exertions ,  which succeeded in  rescu ing 
the vanqu ished from the revenge of the I ndian 
warriors .  Surely this  was penned without knowl­
edge of the cruel sarcasm which was conveyed 
in it .  W hatever grounds for complain t  existed 
against others, no one was fou nd anywhere who 
competed with Proctor  in  barbarity. In this h 
had nei the r peer nor  rival . 
The massacre of  the Raisin seemed to arou 
and quicken al l  h is malignant passion . Th 
I ndians who had carried off many prisoners t 
their own villages, began to bring them in � r 
ransom . Ensign Baker. of th 2 nd . Infantry 
348 FATE OF PRISONERS. [Chap. XII.
was captured on the field of battle, with about 20
others, and on that same day taken a few miles
from the Raisin, where they were left through the
next day, while most of the Indians returned to
the village for the massacre. Their captors on
returning, brought thirty prisoners, and a number
of fresh scalps. These prisoners informed Baker
of what had occurred, and their story agreed with
what has been obtained from many other sources ;
for the testimony is uniform. Four prisoners were
wantonly slain just after they were brought in.
Mr. Baker was employed at Maiden by General
Winchester in prosecuting inquiries concerning
the outrages, and his report, though not complete,
contains some details and testimony of impor-
tance. On the 25th of February, the testimony
showed, there were at least 30 or 40 still alive
and in captivity in the woods. He traced Major
Graves as on the River Rouge, on the 25th or
26th of January, but heard no more of him.
Robert Abbott, (afterwards Auditor General of
Michigan,) stated that on or about the 28th of
lanuarv an Indian woman came to his dwellinor on
the Rouge, and told him an American prisoner
was that morning killed in the Indian camp,
because he had expressed hatred for the Indians.
But whether this was Major Graves or not no one
knows. At the date of Baker's statement, the
mutilated fragments of the dead still remained
scattered over the ground, and the British officers
said the Indians would not suffer them to be
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34 8 FAT E F P R ISONERS.  f CH AP. X I I . 
was captu red on the field of  battle ,  with about  20 
others, and on that same day taken a few miles  
from the Rais in ,  whe re they were l eft through the 
next day, while most of the I ndians retu rned to 
th vil lage for the massacre .  Thei r captors on 
re turni ng, brought  thi rty prisoners ,  and a number 
of fresh seal ps. These prisoners informed Baker 
f what had occu rred, an d their story agreed w ith 
what has been obtained from many other sources ; 
for the testimony is un iform .  Fou r prisoners were 
wantonly slain j u st after they were brought in . 
Mr. Baker wa em ployed at Malden by General 
Wi nchester in p rosecu ting inqu iries concerning 
the ou trages, and hi� report, though not  complete , 
contains som e details and testimony of  impor­
tance .  On the 2 5 th of  February, the testimony 
showed, there were at  least 30 or 40 sti l l  al ive 
and in  captivity in the woods .  He traced Major  
Graves as on the  River Rouge, on the 2 5 th or  
2 6th of January, bu t heard no more of  him . 
Robert Abbott, (afterwards Auditor General of  
Michigan , ) stated that on or abou t the 2 8 th of  
J anuary an Indian woman came to h is  dwel l ing on  
the  Rouge, and told him an  American prisoner  
was that morn ing kil led in  the I ndian camp ,  
ecau se he had expressed hatred for the I nd ian s .  
B u t  whether this was Maj or  Graves or not no  one  
knows. At  the date of Baker's statement, the 
mu ti l ated fragments of the dead sti l l  remained 
scatte red over the grou nd, and the British officers 
said the I ndians wou ld not suffer  them to be 
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buried. But there can be no question of the
power of Proctor to have secured it if he chose.
Baker was taken to Detroit on the 29th of
January, and on that day was purchased from the
Indians. The next day he was sent down to
Maiden, and on the 15th of February was for-
warded to Fort Niagara bv General Proctor. He
gives some interesting statements concerning the
treatment and ransom of prisoners, and mentions
the names of several persons in Detroit, and in
Canada, who had earned their gratitude. Thirty-
three prisoners besides himself were ransomed at
Detroit seven by Colonel I^lliott of Maiden, and
one by Colonel Francis Baby, (the gentleman
whose house was Hull's headquarters when in
Canada). He speaks with grateful warmth of
Major Muir, the commander at Detroit ; Colonels
Baby and Elliott, and Captains Aikins. Curtish
and Barrow, among^ the British officers, as also ot
Reverend Richard Pollard, the Church of England
clergyman at Sandwich, whose memory is still
held in respect at Detroit, and commemorated by
a memorial window in vSt. Paul's Church. The
friends whom he found among the Americans at
Detroit were numerous. Foremost among them
all he dwells upon Judge Woodward, and his
well-deserved eulogy should not be forgotten :
"The exertions of these worthy people were di-
rected, and point given to them, by our ever to
be venerated countryman, Attgushcs B. IW^odward,
who with unwearied zeal exerted himself in our
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CHAP. XI I . )  P R I .  ONERS R A N OMED.  34 9 
bu ried . B u t  th e re can be no q u estion of the 
power of  P roctor to have s cu red it  if h chos . 
Bake r was taken to D tr i t  on the 2 9 th of 
J anuary, and on that day was pu rchased from th 
I ndians .  The next day he was se n t  down to 
Malden,  and on the r 5 th of February was for­
warded to Fort  N iaga ra by � e n e ral Procto r .  H 
gives som e i n t  res t i ng stat m e n ts co nce rn i ng th 
treatme n t  and ransom of p r iso n e r' . a n d  m e n tion , 
the name of se ve ral p e rson s i n  D e t ro i t , a n d  i n  
Canada, who had earned their  gra t i tu de . Thi rt) -
three p rison e rs besides h im self  were ran somed at  
Detro it ,  seven by Colon el Ell iott  of  M alden and 
one by Colonel  Fra n c i s  Baby, ( the ge n tl em an 
whose house was H u l l ' s  head q u a rte rs \ h e n  in 
Canada) . H e  s peaks v\ i th grate fu l  warm th of 
M ajo r M u i r, the com m a n de r at  De troi t ; Colon e l :  
Baby a n d  El l i o tt ,  a n d  Captai n s  Aik i n s , C u rti s h  
a n d  Barro w  am ong t h e  B ri tish office rs ,  as a lso of  
Reve re n d  Richa rd Pol la rd ,  the Ch u rc h o f  Englan d  
c le rgyman at "and� i ch , whose m e rn  r y  i s  s ti l l  
held i n  respect a t  D e t ro i t, a n d  com m e m o rated by 
a m e m o rial wi n dow i n  S t .  Pau l ' s  C h u rch . Th 
friends whom h fou n d  amon · t h e  A m e rican a t  
De troi t w r e  n u m e rou . Foremo t a m on th m 
al l he dwe l l s  u po n  J udg \t\1 ood \ a rel . and h i · 
wel l -dese rved u l ogy h o u ld  n t b fo rgo tte n : 
" Th e  exert ion s  of  the e wo rth)  people  w e re di ­
rec ted and poi n t  gi y·e n  to th e m ,  by ou r ve r to 
be v e n e rated cou n tryman .L.iit <Pzt tu B. i rood'l ard, 
who with u n wearied zeal exe rted h i m sel f in  ou r 
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behalf at Detroit: he was the Hfe and soul of
the remaining Americans, the man to whom they
all looked up for success in the hour of difficulty;
for advice on every occasion. This, added to
the intiuence he at first had with some of the
British officers, enabled him to do wonders for
us. This gentleman, whose exalted understanding
entitles him to the first consideration for talents,
appears to have no wish separate from the inter-
ests of his country ; though eminently qualified
to enjoy society, he gives up all its sweets to
shield the unfortunate of his country from savage
cruelty and British oppression." A man who
made such a record, at such a time, is one of the
nobles of the earth. If the history of his time
requires his foibles and his oddities to be recorded,
let it also be recorded that before such qualities
as he showed during those scenes of trial, his
weaknesses, though magnified an hundredfold, were
of very small account.
Among the names of those most prominent
in these benevolent efforts, he mentions Colonel
Elijah Brush, Major Henry J. Hunt, Richard
Jones, Judge James May, Major Stephen Mack,
Colonel Gabriel Godfroy, Robert Smart, Doctor
William Brown, Oliver W. Miller, John McDonell,
Peter Audrain, Duncan Reid, and Mr. Macomb.
Of ladies who ransomed Kentuckians, he men-
tions Mesdemoiselles Lasselle, Labadie, Scott,
Hays, and others not specified.
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behalf a t  Detro i t : he  was the l ife and soul o f  
the remain ing Americans, the man  to whom they 
all looked u p  for success in the hour of difficul ty ; 
for advice on  every occasion .  This, added to 
the influence he at fi rst had with some of the 
British office rs, enabled him to do wonde rs for 
u . This gentl eman,  whose exalted u nderstanding 
entitles him to the first  consideration for talents, 
appears to have no wish separate from the i n ter­
ests of h is  coun try ; though eminently qual ified 
to enj oy soc iety, he gives up all i ts sweets to 
shield the unfortunate of his cou n try from savage 
cruel ty and B ri tish oppression . "  A man who 
made such a record, at  such a time, is one of the 
nobles of the earth . If the history of his time 
requ i res his foibles  and his oddit ies to be recorded, 
let i t  also be recorded that before such qual i ties 
as he showed during those scenes of trial, his 
weak nesses, though magnified an hu ndredfold, were 
of very small accou nt. 
Among the names of those most prominent 
i n  these ben evolent  efforts, he nlentions Colonel  
l ijah Brush, Major H enry J .  Hun t, Richard 
Jones, J u dge James May, Major  Stephen Mack, 
Colonel Gabriel Godfroy, Robe1:'"t Smart, Doctor 
Will iam Brown ,  Ol iver W. Mil ler, J ohn McDonel l ,  
Peter Audrain ,  Duncan Reid, and M r. Macomb. 
Of ladies who ransomed Kentuckians, he 
t ions Mesdemoisel les Lassel le ,  Labadie, 
Hays, and others not specified.  
men ­
Scott, 
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Of these sterling patriots, Colonel Brush was
a son-in-law of John Askin, and Major Hunt of
Angus Mackintosh, prominent gentlemen of
Canada, but neither ever swerved from his duty.
Judge May was one of the oldest citizens of
Detroit, having lived there since \'j'j'6, and per-
formed many public functions ; Major Mack was
an officer of the Legion ; Mr. Audrain was Clerk,
Register, Judge of Probate, and everything else
which required clerkly skill and strict integrity ;
John McDonell was in after years prominent in
Territorial and State affairs, and an excellent
citizen ; Colonel Godfroy was an Indian trader of
great influence, and the others were business men
of note. Robert Smart and Doctor Brown, lived
to a great old age, bachelors and inseparable
friends, quiet in their ways and full of the milk
of human kindness, and in death they were not
divided. They lie side by side in Elmwood, and
the broad slabs that contain their quaint epitaphs
cover two honest men, well worthy to be held
in remembrance. The rest were not left without
relatives still living among us, and have also an
honorable reputation.
Most of these gentlemen, and one, at least, of
the ladies, incurred Proctor's malignant hatred for
these works of mercy. He at once prohibited an)'
further ransom of prisoners ; the result of w^hich
was that so many as remained among the Indians
forever disappeared, and the manner of their dis-
appearance can easily be divined. If Major
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Of these sterl i ng patriots, Colonel B rush was 
a son- in -la\\ of John Askin and Major  H u n t of 
Angus Mackintosh, prominent  gentlemen of 
Canada, bu t  neither  ever swe rved from his du ty. 
Judge May was one of the oldest cit izens  of 
Detroit, having l ived the re since I 7 78 and per­
formed many publ i c  fu nctions : Major  Mack was 
an officer of the Legion : M r. Audrain was Cle rk ,  
Register, J u dge of Probate, and everything else 
which requ i red cle rkly ski l l  and strict in tegri ty ; 
John Mc Donel l  was i n  afte r years prominent in 
Territorial and State affairs , an d an excel lent  
c i tizen ; Colonel Godfroy was an  I ndian trade r of 
great i nfluence, and the othe rs were bu si ness men 
of note. Robe rt Smart and Docto r Brown ,  l ived 
to a great old age , bachelors and inseparable 
friends ,  qu iet  in thei r ways and fu l l  of the mi lk 
of human k indness, and in death thev were not ,; 
divided . They l ie s ide by side in El m·wood , and 
the broad slabs that con ta in  their  qua in t  epitaphs 
cover two hon est men,  well worth) to be held 
in remembrance . The res t  we re not left withou t 
relatives sti l l l iv ing among u s , and have al o an 
honorabl e repu tation . 
Most  of  these gentlemen ,  and one , at least, of  
the ladies, incu rred Procto r 's mal ignan t hatred for 
these works of  mercy. H e  at once prohibited any 
fu rther ransom of prisoners ; the resu l t  of which 
was that so many as remained among the Ind ians 
forever disappeared, and the manner o f  the ir  dis­
appearance can easily be div ined .  If  11ajor  
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Graves was not the prisoner whose death was
announced to Mr. Abbott, he must have perished
speedily, as he was not seen further, and the
River Rouge was well settled, and constantly
visited.
On the 2nd of February, Judge Woodward,
whose position as Territorial Secretary under
Proctor's own appointment, gave him better means
of knowledge than any one else, and who, as we
have already seen, had been the resort for advice
and help of the people of the whole region, pre-
sented to General Proctor a very plain and direct
letter, which put that officer to some uneasiness.
The following Is the principal substance of it :
" It is well known to you, sir, that the capitu-
lation of the 1 6th of August, 1812, has suffered
many Infractions In every quarter of the Territory,
by the savages In the employ of the British Gov-
ernment. The Inhabitants have borne them with
unexampled patience. They have entertained a
constant apprehension that when the American
forces approach the Territory, and when an en-
gagement has taken place, the fury of the savage
mind at the sight of blood, and In reflecting on
the dead they lose, and perhaps on the retaliatory
treatment of prisoners or of the dead, which their
cruel mode of warfare produced. Is always likely
to drive them to an ignoble revenge on the pris-
oners they find in the country, and the inhabitants
of it who are American citizens. They, therefore,
pressed the subject on your attention previous to
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Graves was not  the prisoner whose death was 
an nou nced to M r. Abbott, he must  have perished 
speedily, as he was not seen fu rther, and the 
River Rouge was well settled,  and constantly  
v is i ted.  
On the 2 nd of February, J udge Woodward , 
rvhose posit ion as Territorial Secretary unde r 
Proctor's own appointment, gave him better mean 
of knowledge than any one else ,  and who, as we 
have already seen ,  had been the resort for advice 
and help of the people of  the whole region ,  pre­
sented to General Proctor a very plain and d irect 
l e tter, which put  that officer to some u neas iness .  
The fol lowing i s  the principal substance of  i t : 
" I t i s  wel l  known to you, s i r, that the capi tu ­
lat ion of the r 6th of August, I 8 I 2 ,  has suffered 
many infractions in every quarter of the Territory, 
by the savages i n  the employ of the Bri tish Gov­
ernment . The inhabitants have borne them with 
unexampl ed pat ience .  They have entertained a 
c nstant  apprehens ion that when the Ame rican 
force · approach the Territory, and when  an en­
gagement  has taken place, the fu ry of the savage 
m ind at the sight of blood, and in reflecti ng o n  
the dead they lose ,  and  perhaps on  the re tal iatory 
treatment of  pri oners o r  of the dead, which the i r  
cruel  mode of  warfare produced, i alway l ikely 
to drive them to an ignoble revenge on the p ris­
oners they find in the cou ntry, and the inhabitants 
of i t  who are American c i t izens . They, therefore, 
pressed the ubject on your attention p reviou s  to 
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o
the battle of the 2 2cl January, 1813, and felt satis-
fied with your assurance, that you considered
your own honor pledged for their effectual pro-
tection. Since the result of that battle, facts are
before their faces which they cannot shut their
eyes upon. Some of them are, perhaps, unknown
to yourself. I will enumerate some which I be-
lieve there will be no difficulty in establishing be-
yond the reach of contradiction :
''First. Some of the prisoners, after the cap-
itulation of the 2 2d January, 181 3, have been
tomahawked by the savages.
''Second. Some of the prisoners, after that
capitulation, have been shot by the savages.
" Third. Some of the prisoners, after that
capitulation, have been burnt by the savages."
The 4th, 5th and 6th charges include shooting
and pillaging the inhabitants, and burning their
houses. The Judge urges that General Proctor
enter into some convention with the citizens, to
rectify the evils. General Proctor having, in writ-
ing, through his aid-de-camp, asked for proofs,
they were furnished abundantly, and have been
preserved and published by the United States
Government. But he also sent a verbal message
through Major Muir, which Judge Woodward re-
orarded as dishonorable, and which led him to ask
his passport. In this message Proctor asserted
"that there was no capitulation on the 2 2d Jan-
uary, and that the prisoners surrendered at dis-
28
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the battle of the 2 2d  January, 1 8  l 3 ,  and fel t  satis­
fied wi th you r assu rance, that you considered 
you r own honor p ledged for their effectual pro­
tection . Since the resu l t  of that battl e , facts are 
before the ir faces which they can not shut their 
eyes upon. Some of them are,  perhaps ,  u nknown 
to you rself. I wil l  enumerate some which I be­
l ieve there wil l  be no  difficu l ty in establ ishing be­
yond  the reach of contradict ion : 
" First. Some of  the prisoners, after the cap­
i tu lation of the 2 2 d January, 1 8 1 3 have been 
tomahawked by the savages. 
" Second. Some of the prisoners, after that 
capi tulation ,  have been shot by the savages.  
" Third. Some of the prisone rs, afte r that 
capi tu lation,  have been burnt  by the savages . "  
The 4th, 5 th and 6th charges include shooting 
and pi l laging the inhabitants ,  and bu rning the ir 
houses .  The J u dge u rges that General Proctor 
enter  into some convention with the citizens ,  to 
rectify the evils .  General Proctor having, in  writ­
i ng, through his aid-de-camp,  asked for proofs, 
they were fu rnished abu ndantly, and have been 
preserved and publ ished by the Un ited States 
Government. But  he also sent  a ve rbal messa 
through Major Mu i r, which Judge Woodward r -
garded as dishonorable ,  and which led him to a k 
his passport. I n  this message Procto r asserted 
" that there was no capi tu lation on the 2 2 d  Jan­
uary, an d that the prison r u rrender d at d i  -
23 
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cretion." As Judge Woodward had not the means
of proof on this subject, he assumed Proctor would
not falsify it. But in this he did him more than
justice. The part of the message which he re-
sented, was Muir's suggestion that the French
citizens should take the oath of allegiance to the
King. Upon the character of such a suggestion,
to persons remaining under a capitulation pro-
tecting them and their property, he used very
strong language. He immediately departed for
Washington, and not only informed the govern-
ment of what had passed, but at the request of
a committee in Albany, published his correspond-
ence, and some of the testimony, for general in-
formation.
Proctor, relieved from the presence of a man
whom he both respected and feared, gave full
scope to his malice. He ordered all the inhabi-
tants of Frenchtown to Detroit. Israel Ruland
and Doctor William McDowell Scott were arrested
and sent below, where they were long held in
close imprisonment on the pretext of being Brit-
ish subjects adhering to the Americans. Scott
was most harshly treated, as a man of much in-
dependence and influence. He had been in the
Territory since 1800, and had occupied a judicial
position under the Territory of Indiana, and was
Marshal of Michigan. He was an Irishman by
birth, and a very pleasant and cultivated gentle-
man. His descendants are still in Detroit. Mr.
Kinzie of Chicago had been previously subjected
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354 TYRANNICAL MEASURES . [CHAP. XII.  
c retion ."  As J udge Woodward had not the means 
of proof on this subject, he assu med Proctor wou ld 
not falsify i t . Bu t  in th is he did him more than 
j ust ice .  The part of the message which he re­
sented, was Mu i r' s  suggestion that the French 
cit izens  should take the oath of al l egiance to the 
King. U pon the characte r of such a suggestion , 
to persons remaining u nder  a cap itu lation pro­
tecting them and the ir  p roperty, he u sed very 
strong language. He  immediately departed for 
Washington ,  and not only informed the govern­
ment of what had passed, bu t at  the request  of 
a commi ttee in  Albany, published his co�respond­
ence,  and some of the testi mony, for general in ­
formation . 
Proctor, rel ieved from the presence of a man 
whom he both respected and feared, gave fu l l  
scope to his mal ice .  He ordered all the inhabi­
tan ts of Frenchtown to Detroit .  I srael Ru land 
and Doctor Wil l iam McDowell  Scott were arrested 
and sent  below, where they were long held in 
close imprisonment  on the pretext of being Brit­
ish subj ects adhering to the Americans .  Scott 
was most harshly treated, as a man of  much in­
dependence and influence.  He had been i n  the 
Territory s ince r $00, and had occu pied a j udicial 
posit ion u nder the Terri tory of I ndiana, and was 
Marshal of Michigan .  H e  was an I rishman by 
birth, and a ve ry pleasant  and cu l tivated gen tle­
man. H is descendan ts are still in Detroit. Mr. 
Kinzie of Chicago had bee n previously subjected 
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to infamous cruelty on some similar pretext, and
Mrs. Helm, after three months' imprisonment
among the Indians, was shut up another three
months in a British prison to gratify his spite.
But he had determined to get rid of all trouble-
some witnesses still earlier. At the end of Janu-
ary, when he stopped the ransom of prisoners,
he went further, and ordered to be banished from
the Territory all the leading Americans, except
those of French origin and other natives. This
explains why the proposition was made to reach
the native French .inhabitants who had once been
British subjects, and terrify them into swearing
allegiance to Great Britain. On the first day of
February, 1813, a meeting was held by several of
these obnoxious gentlemen, to express their views
on the subject, and the names appended embrace
several of those mentioned by Baker. They ex-
press their indignation at Proctor's cruelty in send-
ing them away and separating them from their
families in Detroit, who would be deprived of
their protection ; declare the act a direct violation
of the capitulation, which promised them protec-
tion ; assert their right and duty not to submit
to such wrongs without compulsion, and their re-
solution to enforce against him by proceedings
in justice all rights which can be maintained ;
acknowledge their duty to maintain obedience so
long as protected by the British flag, without pre-
judice to their American citizenship ; pass a high
encomium on Woodward, and request him to urge
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to infamous cru elty on some sim ilar pretext, and 
Mrs .  Helm, afte r three months '  imprisonment 
an)ong the Indians, was hu t u p  another three 
months in a Briti sh prison to gratify hi spite .  
Bu t he had determined to get rid of a I I  trouble­
some witnesses s ti I I  earl ier . At the end of Janu­
ary, when he stopped the ransom of prisoners ,  
he went  further, and ordered to be ban ished from 
the Territory all the leading Americans, except 
those of French origin and other natives. This 
explai ns why the proposi t ion was made to reach 
the native French inhabitants who had once been 
British subjects, and terrify them in to swearing 
allegiance to Great Brita in .  On the firs t  day of 
February, I 8 r 3 ,  a meeting was held by several of 
these obnoxious  gen tlemen,  to express the ir  views 
on the subject, and the names appended embrace 
seve ral of those mentioned by Baker. They ex­
press the i r  i nd ignation at Proctor's cru elty in send­
ing them away and separati ng them from their 
famil ies in  De troi t, who wou ld be deprived of 
their protection ; declare the act a direct violation 
of the capitu lation, which promised them protec­
tion ; assert their right and du ty not to su bmit 
to such wrongs withou t compu ls ion ,  and their re ­
solu tion to en force against him by proceedi ngs 
in justice al l rights wh ich can be maintained : 
acknowledge the ir  duty to maintai n obedience . o 
long as protected by the Bri ti:::ih flag, withou t pre­
j ud ice to th i r  American cit izenship ; pa s a high 
encomium on Woodward, and request him to u rge 
356 NAMES OF THE BANISHED. (Chap. XU.
a revocation of the obnoxious order. His inter-
vention was made in the manner already spoken
of, and he not only failed to do them any good,
but felt compelled to depart himself The names
signed to this document (corrected from personal
information so far as obtained) were, Lewis Bond,
David McClean, William Wilson, John Dicks, Ar-
chibald Lyon, Israel Taylor, Anderson Martin, Wil-
liam M. Scott, David Henderson, William Russell,
Joseph Spencer, James Patterson, George R. Chit-
tenden, William Robertson, John Walker, Conrad
Seek, Elijah Brush, Conrad TenEyck, Peter J.
Desnoyers, Robert Smart, James Bennett, Richard
H. Jones, William Brown, John McDonell, John
Congsett, Duncan Reid, A. Langan, George Batt-
zes (?) James Chittenden.' Of these, Mr. Desnoy-
ers, though French, and bearing a name found in
Canada, was not born in this country, but was a
native of France, and settled in Detroit just after
the Americans took possession. He was a gen-
tleman of great worth, and died a few years since,
universally respected. His son, Peter Desnoyers,
then a lad, and now living, was one of the early
State Treasurers.
Having got rid at home of all troublesome
disturbers of such conscience as he possessed, the
attention of General Proctor was soon called to
matters outside. The news of the massacre of
the River Raisin was received with a general
burst of indignation, and the people of Kentucky,
I 4 Niles, 91.
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356 • NAM E OF T H E  BA N I SH E D .  r cHAP. x 1 r .  
a revocation of  the obnoxious order. H is in ter­
vent ion was made in  the manner al ready spoken 
of ,  and he  not only failed to do them any good, 
but fel t  compel led to depart himself. The names 
s igned to this document (corrected from personal 
information so far as obtained) were, Lewis Bond, 
David McClean, Will iam Wilson ,  John D icks, Ar­
chibald Lyon ,  Isr�el Taylor, Anderson Martin ,  \iVil­
l iam M. Scott, David H enderson, Wil l iam Russell ,  
Joseph Spencer, J ames Patterson ,  George R. Chit-
. tenden,  Wil l iam Robertson,  J ohn Walker, Con rad 
Seek, Elij ah B rush,  Conrad TenEyck, Peter J .  
Desnoyers, Robert Smart, James Bennett, Richard 
H .  J ones ,  Wil l iam Brown,  John McDonel l ,  J ohn  
Congsett, Duncan Reid, A.  Langan,  George Batt­
zes ( ? ) James Chittenden.  1 O f  these, M r. Desnoy­
ers, though French, and bearing a name fou nd in 
Canada, was not born in this country, bu t was a 
native of France,  and settled i n  Detroit j u st afte r 
the Americans took possession .  H e  was a gen­
tleman of great worth, and died a few years s ince, 
u n iversally respected. H is son, Peter Desnoyers, 
then  a lad, and now livi ng, was one of the early 
State Treasurers. 
Having got rid at home of all troublesome 
distu rbers of such con science as he possessed, the 
attention of General Proctor  wa soon cal led to 
matte rs outside . The news of the massacre of 
the .River Rais in  was received with a general 
bu rst of indignation,  and the people of Kentucky, 
:i: 4 N i les, g r .  
Chap. XII.] WESTERN MOVEMENTS. 357
who had especially suffered from die murder of
their friends and kinsmen, determined not to leave
them unavenged. Steps were at once taken to
embody large forces of volunteers in Ohio, Ken-
tucky, and all other parts of the west, and the
service was sought with alacrity. It became evi-
dent that the Indians had put themselves where
their condition was desperate, unless they could
secure undisputed possession of their ancient
hunting grounds; and they gave General Proctor
plainly to understand that as they had allied them-
selves with the Bridsh for their own advantage,
as well as to protect Canada, it was time some
aggressive measures were taken to drive out the
Americans. All the available forces of' the sava-
ges were gathered for the work, and the Bridsh
added their share of white troops, and assumed
the task of defeadng the army in Ohio. General
Harrison had been unable to get intelligence early
enough to reach the Raisin, to take part in the
battle, and its result rendered any immediate ad-
vance on Maiden impracdcable. It was, therefore,
resolved to make complete preparation for a fu-
ture attack, with forces equal to the emergency.
A fort was thrown up at the Maumee Rapids,
named Fort Meigs, after the Governor of Ohio.
On the first of May, 1813, Proctor, with a large
force of British and Indians, well supplied with
artillery, began an attack upon the fort, then oc-
cupied by General Harrison. The siege lasted
undl the 5th, when it was raised, and the besieorers
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CHAP. X I I . ]  W EST E R 1 T f OVEM ENT . 3 5 7  
who had especial ly  suffered from the murder of  
their friends and k insmen ,  determined not  to leave 
them u navenged. Steps were at once taken to 
embody large forces of volu n teers in Ohio,  Ken ­
tucky, and  all other  part of the we t ,  and the 
service was sought with alacrity. It became evi­
dent that the I ndian s had put them selves whe re 
their condit ion was desperate, u nless they could  
secure u ndisputed possession of thei r ancient  
hunting grou nds ; and they gave General Proctor 
plainly to u nderstand that as they had all ied them­
selves wi th the Bri tish for the ir  own advantage, 
as well as to protect  Canada, i t  was time some 
aggressive measu res were taken to drive out the 
Americans .  All the avai lable forces of. the sava­
ges were gathered for the work,  and the Brit ish 
added the i r  share of  white troops, and assumed 
the task of defeating the army in  Ohio .  General 
H arrison had been u nable to get in tell igence early 
enough to reach the Rais in ,  to take part in the 
battle, and i ts resul t  rendered any immediate ad­
van ce on Malden impracticable .  I t  was, therefore, 
resolved to make complete preparation for a fu ­
tu re attack, with forces equal to the emergency. 
A fort was thrown up at the Maumee Rapids, 
named Fort M eigs, after the Governor of Ohio. 
On the firs t  of May, I 8 I 3 ,  Proctor, w ith a large 
force of British and I ndians, well supp l ied with 
arti l lery, began an attack upon the fort then oc­
cu pied by General Harri son .  The sieg lasted 
u nt1 1  the 5 th ,  when i t  was rai ed,  and the besiege r 
358
feAtTLE OF FORT MEIGS. fCHAf. XII.
returned in some haste towards Maiden. The
garrison had been reinforced by General Green
Clay during the siege, and a part of his army,
under- Colonel Dudley, after carrying out a well-
devised plan for capturing the British batteries
on the left bank of the river, had been led away
by their ardor into advancing against orders too
far, and were mostly killed or captured. On this
occasion the barbarities of Frenchtown were re-
newed, under the eyes and approval of Proctor.
The Indians massacred many prisoners, and com-
pelled others to run the gauntlet. Leslie Combs
of Kentucky, then a boy of i8, yet a captain and
scout of great sagacity and dauntless courage,
was among those subjected to this cruelty, and
his description of the occurrences has been pre-
served and repeated on many occasions, and is
well known. Proctor's conduct on this occasion
was rebuked by Tecumseh, who in person inter-
fered and stopped the atrocities, and tauntingly
bade Proctor to go off and put on petticoats, for
he was unfit to command soldiers.
Soon after this Dickson, a noted trader, had
started from Mackinaw, and gone southward
through the Green Bay country and Wisconsin,
gathering the Indians in force ; and early in the
summer he arrived in Detroit, where Proctor and
Tecumseh brought together a large army to make
a second attempt on Harrison's defences in Ohio.
The hopes of the Indians had been excited by
the promise that Michigan should be set apart
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358 BATTLE: OF FUR T  M E I  . I CHAP. Xll .  
returned m some haste towards Malden .  The 
aarrison had been reinforced by General Green 
Clay du ri ng the siege, and a part of his army, 
under- Colonel Dudley, after carrying out a well­
dev ised plan for captu ring the British batteries 
on the left bank of the river, had been led away 
by their  ardor into advanc ing a ainst orders too 
far, and were mostly ki l led or captu red .  On this 
occasion the barbarit ies of Frenchtown were re­
newed un der the eyes and approval of Proctor. 
The I ndians massacred many prisoners ,  and com­
pelled others to run the gau n tlet .  Lesl ie Combs 
of Kentucky, then a bo) of  I 8 ,  yet a captain and 
scou t of great sagacity and dau ntl ess cou rage, 
was among those subj ected to this c ruel ty, and 
his description of  the occu rrences has been pre­
served and repeated on many occas ions ,  and is  
well known.  Proctor's condu ct  on thi s occasion 
w a s  rebuked by Tecumseh who in person in ter­
fe red and stopped the atrocities ,  and tauntingly 
bade Proctor to go off and pu t on petticoats, for  
he  was unfit to  command soldiers. 
Soon after th is Dickson,  a noted trader, had 
started from Mackinaw, and gone southward 
th rough the Green Bay coun try and Wiscons in ,  
gathering the I ndians in  force ; and early in  the 
summer he arrived in Detroi t, where Proctor and 
Tecu mseh brought  together a large army to make 
a second attempt on Harrison 's  defences in  Ohio. 
The hopes of the I ndians had been excited by 
the promise that Michigan should  be set apart 
Chap. XII.] FORT STEPHENSON 359
for the Prophet and his followers, and they set
out with sanguine assurance of success. After
various movements to conceal their plans, they ap-
proached Fort Meigs. Tecumseh had conceived
the plan of deceiving the garrison into supposing
an attack had been made by the allies on an
American force outside, — expecting by this means
to draw out the garrison into an ambuscade.
General Clay was on his guard, and although the
noises were very suggestive of a fierce battle,
and his officers were much excited and anxious
to go out to defend their friends, he had been
sufficiently warned to remain firm, and paid no
attention to the mock fight. After lingering more
than a day in the neighborhood, the allied forces
concluded to let the garrison alone, and separated,
a part returning to Maiden and Detroit, and a
part moving toward Fort Stephenson, on the San-
dusky River. Harrison had his army where it was
ready to move eastward or westward, as might
be necessary, as the whole line of settlements near
Lake Erie was threatened, and it was impossible
to be sure where the blows would fall. The coun-
try being a wilderness, and the savages not mov-
ing in the manner of white troops, much vigilance
was required to keep informed of their plans.
The forces left the vicinity of Fort Meigs on the
27th of July. On the 31st Proctor appeared be-
fore Fort Stephenson, with gunboats, and a force
of 490 regulars and 500 of Dickson's Indians,
with about 2,000 Indians under Tecumseh,
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CHAP. XII . ]  FO RT TEPH ENSON . 359 
for the Prophet and his followers, and they set 
ou t wi th sangu ine assu rance of success. After 
various movements to conceal their plans, they ap­
proached Fort Meigs. Tecumseh had conceived 
the plan of deceiv ing the garrison into supposing 
an attack had been made by the al l ies on an 
American force ou tside ,-expecting by th is means 
to d raw ou t the garrison in to an am buscad� .  
General Clay was on his guard, and al though the 
noises were very suggestive of a fierce  battl e, 
and his officers were much excited and anxious 
to go out  to defen d .the ir  friends,  he had been 
sufficien tly warned to remain firm, and paid no 
attention to the mock fight. After l ingering more 
than a day in  the ne ighborhood, the al l ied forces 
concluded to let the garrison alone, and separated, 
a part retu rn ing to Malden and Detroit, and a 
part moving to:vard Fort Stephenson,  on the San­
dusky River.  Harri son had his army where i t  was 
ready to move eastward or westward ,  as m ight 
be necessary, as the whole l ine  of settlements near 
Lake Erie was threatened, and it was impossible 
to be sure where the blows would fal l .  The coun­
try being a w ilderness, and the savages not mov­
ing in the manner of whi te troops, much vigilance 
was requ i red to keep informed of their plans. 
The forces left the vic in ity of Fort  Meigs on the 
2 7 th of Ju ly. On the 3 r st Proctor appeared be­
fore Fort Stephenson, with gu nboats, and a force 
of 490 regulars and 500 of Dickson 's  Indians, 
with about 2 ,000 I ndians u nder Tecumseh, 
360 FORT STEPHENSON BESIEGED. [Chap. Xll.
who wc^re near by in the woods. He was
accompanied, as usual, by Elhott, the In-
dian agent, who was sent to demand a surrender.
The fort was garrisoned by George Croghan, a
young major of 21 years, with a garrison of 167,
and one six-pounder. As usual, the demand for
surrender was accompanied by the representation
that it was made to prevent the effusion of blood,
and that the Indians could not otherwise be re-
strained. Lieutenant Shipp, who was sent out to
meet the flag of truce, knew, as did Croghan also,
what sort of restraint General Proctor put, upon
his Indians, and surrender was not in their minds
any more appropriate than it had seemed to Har-
rison at Fort Meigs, who had expressed his opin-
ion that such propositions, with such suggestions,
were insulting. Shipp informed them that when
the fort was taken, there would be no one left
to massacre ; and he was called in by Croghan,
not before he had been assaulted by an Indian in
the presence of the bearers of the flag, with the
evident design on their part of intimidating him.
The work was not supposed defensible against
artillery, but the little garrison strengthened it
while the assault went on. They had no fears of
the Indians, so long as they remained in their
entrenchments, and they determined to hold out
against the British until they were relieved or de-
stroyed. All night long, and during most of the
next day, a cannonade was kept up against the
little fort, with no effect. The six-pounder was
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
23
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
360 FO RT STE P H E  S B ES I EGEb. [CHAI'. X!I . 
who were near by in  the woods. H e  was 
accompanied, as u sual ,  by Ell iott , the I n­
dian agen t, who was sen t  to demand a su rrender . 
The fort w�s garrisoned by George Croghan, a 
young maj or of 2 r years, with a garrison of r 67 ,  
and one  s ix-pounder. As usual , the demand for 
su rrender was accompanied by the represen tation 
that it was made to prevent the effusion of blood, 
and that the I ndians cou ld  not otherwise be re­
strained.  Lieu tenant Shipp,  who was sen t  out to 
meet the flag of truce,  knew, as d id Croghan also, 
what sort of restra int  General Proctor  pu t  upon 
h is  I ndians, and su rrender  was not in  the ir  minds 
any more appropriate than i t  had seemed to Har­
rison at Fort Meigs, who had expressed h i s  opin­
ion that such propositions ,  with such suggestions, 
were insul ting. Shipp informed them that when 
the fort was taken ,  there would be  no  one left 
• 
to massacre ; and he was called in by Croghan, 
not before he had been assaul ted by an I ndian in 
the presence of  the bearers of the flag, with the 
evident  design on the ir  part of i ntim idating h im.  
The work was not supposed defensible agains t  
arti l lery, bu t the l i ttle garrison strengthened i t  
while the assaul t  went on. .  They had no fears of  
the I ndians, so l ong as they remained in  the ir  
entrenchments, and they determined to hold ou t 
against the B ritish u ntil they were rel ieved or  de­
stroyed.  All  n ight long, and duri ng most of the 
next day, a can nonade was kept up against  the 
l i ttl fort, wi th no effect. The six-pounder was 
Chap. XII.] SLAUGHTER (W ASSAILANTS. 361
used by the defenders very sparingly, for lack of
ammunition, but their unerring rifles kept the ene-
my at a respectful distance. At last Proctor,
chagrined and exasperated at the effect of the
obstinate defence on his Indian allies, and afraid
of Harrison's approach, determined to storm the
fort. Croghan, calculating that the assault would
be made against a weak angle of the fort, by first
making a breach and then pushing up along the
ditch, strengthened the exposed point by heaping
up bags of sand and fiour, and placed his six-
pounder where it would rake the approach, load-
ing it with a light charge of powder and a double
charge of leaden slugs. The assault was made
late in the afternoon of the 2d of August. After
about half an hour's conflict at close quarters,
where the rifles of the besieged did considerable
damage to the besiegers, Lieutenant Colonel Short,
of the regulars, followed by his men, leaped into
the ditch and approached the point where they
supposed the defences had been weakened. When
they arrived within about twenty yards the gun
was unmasked, and the first discharge threw them
back in disorder, and the ditch was filled with a
mass of dead bodies, and struggling men, wounded
and confounded at the terrible havoc. Those who
could move at once retreated, and the whole in-
vesting force withdrew. The number of the killed
among the British is not known. About fifty were
left in the ditch. The killed and missing were
stated at 91. The wounded there were no means
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
23
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. I I . ]  LAUGHTER · '  ASSA I LANTS . 361 
used by the defenders very paringly, for lack of 
ammunition ,  but the i r  unerring ri fles kept the en  -
my at a respectfu l  distance .  At  last Proctor, 
chagrined and exasperated at the �ffect of the 
obsti nate defence on his I ndian all ies , and afraid 
of Harrison 's  approach, determined to storm th 
fort. Croghan, calcu lating that the assau l t  wou l  l 
be made against a weak angle of  the fort, by fir  t 
making a breach and then pushing u p  along th 
ditch, strengthened the exposed point by heapinb 
up bags of  sand and flou r, and placed his six­
pounder where it would rake the approach > _ load­
ing it with a l ight charge of powder and a double 
charge of leaden slugs. The assaul t  was made 
late in the afternoon of  the 2 d  of August. After 
abou t hal f an hou r' s conflict at close quarters, 
where the rifles of the besieged did considerable 
damage to the besiegers,  Lieutenant Colonel Short, 
of the regulars, fol lowed by his men ,  leaped in to 
the ditch and approached the point where they 
supposed the defences had been weakened .  When 
they arrived with in  about twen ty yards the gun 
was un masked, and the first discharge threw them 
back in disorder, .an d  the ditch was fil led with a 
mass of dead bodies, and struggling men, wou nded 
and confou nded at the terrible havoc. Those who 
could  move at once retreated, and the whole in­
vesting force withdrew. The number of the ki l led 
among the B ritish i s  not kno� n .  Abou t fifty were 
left in  th ditch . The kil led and miss ing wer 
stated at 9 r . The wounded th re were no m ans  
362 INDIANS DEMORALIZED. [Chap. XII.
of estimatincT. The Indian loss could not be as-
certained, as diey took off all their killed and
wounded. The garrison lost one killed and seven
wounded — nqne of them severely.
During the night, Proctor departed with all his
company, leaving behind a gun-boat loaded with
clothing and military stores. He left to avoid
Harrison.
This brilliant defence was one of the most
glorious exploits in our annals, and Croghan was
justly honored with universal applause. The dis-
asters of Proctor at Fort Meigs and Fort Stephen-
son shook the confidence of the Indians, and they
began to regard him as a failure. But they were
now in a desperate case. They had gone into
Canada and in many instances taken their families.
They had brought devastation on all the border
country, and were dependent on the British stores
for rescue from starvation. The United States
had abstained as far as possible from using Indian
auxiliaries, and this policy had been the cause of
the defection of Walk-in-the-Water and Round-
head. Immediately after the Battle of Fort Ste-
phenson the head chiel of the Wyandots Tarhee,
(or the Crane,) Black-hoof, who had fought against
Braddock, and Big Snake, chiefs of the Shaw-
anoes, and Tocktowayning or Anderson, chief of
the Delawares, asked leave of Governor Meigs
and General Harrison to take part in the coming-
campaign. They brought 259 warriors.
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362 I N  D l A N S DEMORALIZED.  [CHAP .  X I I .  
of es timating. The I ndian loss cou ld not be as­
certai ned, as they took off all their ki l led and 
wou nded. The garrison lost one k i lled and seven 
¥ou nded-none of them severely.  
During the night, Proctor departed with all his 
company, leaving behind a gun-boat loaded with 
clothing and m i l i tary s tores .  He left to avoid 
Harrison .  
This bri l l iant defence was one of the most 
o-lorious exploits i n  ou r annals, and Croghan was 
j u �tly honored wi th un iversal applause.  The dis­
asters of Proctor at Fort Meigs and Fort Stephen­
son shook the confidence of  the Indians, and they 
began to regard him as a failu re . But  they were 
now in  a desperate case .  They had gone into 
Canada and in  many instances taken their famil ies .  
They had brought  devastat ion on all the border 
cou ntry, and were dependent  on the B rit ish stores 
for rescu e from starvation .  The LT n i ted States 
had abstained as far as possible from using I ndian 
auxi l iaries, and th is pol icy had been the cause of 
the defection of Walk- i n- the-Wate r and Rou nd­
head. Immediately after the Battle of Fort S te­
phenson the head chief of  the Wyandots Tarhee, 
(or the Crane,)  B la�k-hoof, who had fought against 
Braddock, and B ig Snake, chiefs of the Shaw­
anoes, and Tocktowayning or Anderson, chief of  
the Delaware , asked leave of G overnor Meig 
and G eneral Harrison to takF part in the coming 
campaign . They brought 2 59 warriors . 
Chap. XIl.j SHELBY AND THE KENTUCKIANS. 363
During these transactions a forged letter arrived
in Kentucky, purporting to be signed by General
Harrison, to stop recruiting, which was acted upon
as genuine until orders came for speed and
urgency. The source of it was never discovered.
Kentucky had determined to send forward a
large volunteer force, and enlistments went on
with enthusiasm. The venerable Governor Shelby,
sixty-six years of age, but still active and stirring,
announced that he would lead them in person.
His gallantry during the Revolution, at the Battle
of King's Mountain, had rendered him famous,
and just as these events were progressing the
State of North Carolina, through the hands of
Henry Clay, sent him a magnificent sword, in re-
cognition of his services in that battle. Richard
M. Johnson, afterwards Vice President of the
United States, raised a regiment of mounted rifle-
men, — a class of soldiers not then as well known
as they have been since, — which turned out to be
ot great value. Mounted rangers were in great
demand for many branches of service, and they
were held In mortal terror by the Indians, who
were themselves In many Instances very bold
riders, but never in this region did much fighting
on horseback.
The disaffected tribes in Michioran and Indiana
were chiefly the Ottawas, Chlppewas, Mlamis,
Weas and Potawatamles, although some of the
Wyandots had been gained over, and Tecumseh
had more or less of his own tribe with him.
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During these transactions  a forged letter arrived 
m Kentucky, purporting to be signed by General 
Harrison,  to stop recru i ting, which was acted upon 
as genu ine un til orders came for speed and 
u rgency .  The ou rce of i t  was never discovered. 
Kentucky had determined to send forward a 
large volunteer force, and enl istments went on 
with enthus iasm .  The venerable Governor Shelby, 
sixty-six years of age, bu t sti l l active and s ti rring, 
announced that he would lead them in person.  
H is gallantry during the Revolution, at the Battle 
of King's Mou ntain ,  had rendered him famous, 
and j u st as these events were progressing the 
State of North Carol ina, through the hands of 
Henry Clay, sent  him a magn ificent  sword, in re­
cognition of his services in that battle .  Richard 
M .  Johnson, afterwards Vice Presiden t  of the 
Un ited States, raised a regiment  of moun ted rifle­
men, - a class of  soldiers not then as well known 
as they have been sin ce, - which tu rned out to be 
of great value .  Mounted rangers were in  great 
demand for many branches of service, and they 
were held in mortal te rro r by the Indians, who 
were themselves in many instances very bold 
riders, bu t never in this region did much fighting 
on horseback. 
The disaffected trib s in  Michigan and Ind iana 
were chiefly the Ottawas, Chippewa , Miamis, 
Weas and Potawatamies al though some of  the 
Wyandots had been gained O\ er, and ecumseh 
had more or less of his own tribe w ith him . 
364 OKEMOS. fCHAP. XII.
Dickson's Indians largely represented scattering
tribes of the further west and north, between Lake
Michigan and the Mississippi. Okemos, one of
the principal Chippewa chiefs of Michigan, was
present, with a party of his braves, at some of the
engagements along the Maumee and Sandusky.
While on the Sandusky River, they were startled
one day by the approach of a body of rangers,
and concealed themselves among the limbs of a
large tree, that had recently been felled or blown
over near the trail. The soldiers rode by without
discovering them, but one young brave, after they
had passed, could not resist the temptation of ris-
ing upon the trunk and giving the war-whoop.
The troopers were upon them before they could
escape from their trap, and left them all for dead.
After some time Okemos came to himself, but
his eyes were blinded with clotted blood, and his
limbs so mangled that he could not rise or help
himself. Cautiously imitating the note of an insect,
he was answered, and discovered that his brother
also lived, but as helpless as himself. By painful
efforts they managed to reach a little stream and
wash their eyes and faces clear, and by crawling
and rolling they got down to the Sandusky River,
and into a canoe. They were unable to manage
it, and drifted down, and were discovered and
relieved by friends. By the time they were able
to get about, the Americans had regained control
in Michigan, and Okemos got Colonel Godfroy to
intercede for him with General Cass. He after-
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364 O LZ ET\10 . [C H AP.  X I I .  
Dickson 's  I ndian s largely represen ted scattering 
tribes of the fu rther  west and north ,  between Lake 
Michigan and the Mississippi .  Okemos, one of 
the principal Chippewa chiefs of Mich igan, was 
p resent, with a party of his braves, at some of the 
engagements along the Maumee and Sandusky_. 
While on the Sandusky River, they were startled 
one day by the approach of a body of rangers, 
and concealed themselves among the l imbs of a 
large tree, that had recently been fel led or  blown 
over  near  the t rai l .  The soldie rs rode by w ithou t 
discovering them,  bu t one you ng brave, afte r they 
had passed, cou ld  not resist the temptation of ris­
ing upon the trunk and giving the war-whoop. 
The t roope rs were u pon them before they could 
escape from the i r  trap, and left them al l for dead. 
After some time Okemos came to himself, bu t 
his eyes were bl i nded w ith c lotted blood, and his  
l imbs so mangled that he could not rise or help 
himself. Cautiously imitating the note of an insect, 
he was answered, and discovered that his brother 
al so l ived, bu t as helpless as himself. By painfu l  
efforts they managed to  reach a l i ttle stream and 
wash thei r eyes and faces clear, and by crawl ing 
and rol l i ng they got down to the Sandusky River, 
and into a canoe .  They were u nable to manage 
it, and d rifted down, and were discovered and 
rel i eved by frie nds .  By  the t ime they were able 
to ge t about, the Americans had regained control 
in Michigan ,  and Okemos ot Colonel Godfray to 
in t  reed for him with :r eneral Cass. He afte r� 
Chap. XII. J COMMODORE PERRY. 365
wards, with the rest of the chiefs, executed a treaty
of fidehty, and never again interfered with the
Chemokoman. He hved to nearly a hundred
years of age, being active and vigorous in body
and mind to the day of his death, although a
wound in his shoulder never healed, and his head
was completely furrowed with sabre-cuts. His
habits were temperate, and among his contempor-
aries of the French, he was always welcome and
respected. The township near Lansing, where he
spent his later years, bears his name. His memory
was very accurate and tenacious.
The people were untiring in their efforts, and
the volunteer army began to assume formidable
proportions. About the time that the British were
compelled to retire to Canada, Commodore Oliver
H. Perry, of Rhode Island, had fitted out his little
fleet at Erie, to try conclusions on the water.
The British naval chief Captain Barclay, was a
brave and experienced officer, and the progress
of the American navy, which they had not been
able to interrupt, does not appear to have given
much uneasiness to the enemy. General Harri-
son had made his plans to cross over into Cana-
da by the aid of Perry's fleet, and the time ap-
proached for aggressive measures. On the 31st
of July, 3,500 mounted volunteers had appeared at
Newport, Kentucky, where Shelby had called for
less than half that number. In due time, when some-
what disciplined, they moved northward. At Ur-
bana the army was organized into eleven regiments,
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CHAP. X l l . J  C O M M O DO R E PER R . B65 
wards,  with the res t  of the chiefs, executed a treaty 
of fidelity, and never again interfered w ith the 
Chemokoman . H e  l ived to nearly a hu ndred 
years of age , be ing active and vigorous i n body 
and mind to the day of his death, al though a 
wou nd in hi . shoulder never healed, and h is  head 
was com pletely fu rrowed with sabre-cu ts .  H is 
habits were temperate , and among his  contempor­
aries of the French ,  he was al ways welcome an d 
respected . The township near Lansing, where he 
spen t his later years ,  bears his name .  H is memory 
was ve ry accu rate and tenacious .  
The people were untiring in their efforts, and 
the vol un teer army began to assume formidabl e 
proportions .  About the t ime that the Bri t ish were 
compelled to re tire to Canada, Commodore Ol i  er  
H.  Perry, of Rhode Island, had fi tted ou t h is l i ttl e 
fleet at  Erie, to try conclusions on the wate r. 
The British naval ch ief Captain Barclay, was a 
brave and experienced officer, and the progress 
of the American navy, which they had not been 
able to in terrupt , does not appear to have given 
much u neasiness to the enemy. General Harri­
son had made his p lan s to cross over into Cana­
da by th e aid of Pe rry' s fl eet, and the time ap­
proached for aggressive mea ures .  On the 3 r t 
of J uly 3 , 500 mou nted olu nteer had appeared at 
Newport, Kentucky \\ here Shelby had called for 
less than half that number. In due t ime,  wh n som -
what d iscipl ined, they moved northward . At r­
bana the army was organized into eleven re iments ,  
366 NAVAL MOVEMENTS. [Chap. XII.
five brigades and two divisions. On the 15th and
1 6th of September, the whole of Harrison's army,
except Colonel Johnson's Regiment, was encamped
on Lake Erie, and the prisoners taken by Com-
modore Perry had been landed and put in charge
of a guard. Johnson was to move round the
lake when the embarkation of the rest of the
troops began.
On the 5th of August, Perry floated his ships
over the bar at Erie into deep water, and on the
1 2th moved westward with ten vessels, great and
small, and reached Put-in-Bay on the 15th. Here
he was in communication with Harrison, and their
plans were soon matured. Barclay gathered his
fleet in Maiden, from which place Perry made va-
rious futile efforts to draw him out. Having as-
certained that Proctor's need of provisions would
compel Barclay to communicate with Long Point,
Perry made preparations for an immediate battle,
and on the 9th of September he determined, if
there should be further delay, to proceed to Mai-
den and attack the British fleet. He had received
accurate information of the strength of each of
Barclay's vessels, through Major Henry B. Bre-
voort, of the army. This gentleman, whose family
resided in Detroit, was equally at home on the
land and on the water, and was well known to
all the old citizens of Detroit as one of the most
transparently honest and single-minded of men,
brave, intelligent, and one who when he swore to
another disappointed him not, though it were to
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366 NAVAL MOVEMENTS. [CHAP . X I I . 
five brigades and two divis ions .  On the r 5 th and 
r 6th of September, the whole of H arrison 's  army, 
except Colonel  J oh nson ' s  Regiment, was encamped 
on Lake Erie, and the pri soners take n by Com­
modore Perry had been l anded and pu t i n  charge 
of a guard .  J ohnson was to move round the 
lake when the embarkation  of the rest  of the 
troops began. 
On  the 5 th of  August, Perry floated his ships 
over the bar at  Erie  in to deep wate r, and on the 
r 2 th moved westward wi th ten vesse ls ,  great and 
smal l ,  and reached Pu t- in- Bay on the I 5 th. Here 
he was in  commu nication w i th H arrison ,  and their 
p lans were soon matu red.  Barclay gathered his 
fleet  in Malden,  fro in which place Perry made va­
rious fu ti le efforts to draw him out. Hav i ng as­
certained that Proctor' s  need of p rovis ions wou ld  
compel Barc lay to  commu n icate w i th Long Poin t, 
Pe rry made preparations for  an immediate battle, 
and on the 9th of September he determined, i f  
the re shou l d  be  fu rther de lay, to  proceed to  Mal ­
de n and attack the Bri tish fleet. He  had received 
accu rate i n formation of the strength of each of 
Barclay 's  vessels ,  through Major Henry B .  Bre­
voort, of the army. This gen tleman.  whose fami l y  
res ided i n  Detroit, was equal l y  a t  home on  the 
land and on the wate r, and was wel l  known to 
al l the old c i ti zen s  of De tro i t  as one of the most 
transparently  honest and i ngle-m i nded of men ,  
brave, i n te l l igent, and one  who when he  swore to 
another disappoin ted h im not, though it were to 
Chap. XII.] BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE 367
his own hindrance. He rendered crood service
in the fleet as commander of marines on the Ni-
agara, and the knowledge which he had obtained
enabled Commodore Perry to plan the work of
each of his vessels in advance, so that the o-ene-
ral scheme was arranged the night before the
vessels came out, althouo-h some changes became
necessary when the time of action approached.
At day-break on the loth of September, the
look-out from Gibraltar Island, at the mouth of
Put-in-Bay, discovered the British fleet, and Perry
sailed out to meet it. The vessels enoao-ed on
the Bridsh side were the ships Detroit and Queen
Charlotte, brig Hunter, schooners Lady Prevost
and Chippewa, and sloop Litde Belt, carrying 63
carriage-guns, one pivot-gun, two swivels, and four
howitzers. The American fleet consisted of the
brigs Lawrence, Niagara and Caledonia, schooners
Ariel, Scorpion, Tigress and Porcupine, and sloop
Trippe, carrying 52 guns and two swivels. The
Lawrence and Niagara each had 20 guns, three
of the other vessels having one oun each, and
the others two, three and four. The British had
more long guns, — the Americans more carronades,
but heavier metal. The numerical forces of men
were very nearly equal. Captain Barclay had a
larger proportion of old man-of-war's men.
The engagement began a quarter before noon.
At three o'clock the Bridsh fleet surrendered,
after one of the closest engagements known in
naval history. No endre Bridsh fleet had ever
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CHAP. X II . 1 BATTLE OF LA K E  ER I E . 36 7 
his own hindrance.  He  rendered good se rvice 
in the flee t  as com mander of marines on th Ni ­
<l:gara, and the knowledge which he had obtaine 
enabled Com modo re Perry to plan th work of 
each of his vessel s in advance ,  so that the ge ne­
ral scheme was a rranged the n ight befo re the 
vessels came ou t, al though some changes became 
necessary when the time of action approached . 
At day-break on the r oth of September, th 
look-ou t from Gibraltar I sland,  at the mouth of 
Pu t- i n- Bay , discovered the B ri tish fl eet, and Perr) 
sai led ou t to meet it .  The vessels engaged on 
the B ritish side were the ships Detroit and Queen 
Charlotte, brig H u nte r, schooners Lady Prevost 
and Chippewa, and sloop Little Belt, carrying 6� 
carriage-gu ns, one pivot-gu n ,  two swivels ,  and fou r 
howitzers .  The American fleet cons is ted of the 
brigs Lawrence ,  Niagara and Caledonia ,  schoone rs 
Ariel , Scorpion, Tigress and Porcu p in e ,  and sloop 
Trippe, carrying 5 2 gu ns and two sw iYe ls .  Th 
Lawrence and N iagara each had 20 ;u n s ,  thre 
. of the other vessels having one gu n each, and 
the others two, three and fou r. The B rit i sh ha 
more long gu ns,-the Americans m o re ca rron ad e · . 
but heavier  metal .  The nu m erical fo rces of m e n  
wer ' ery nearly equal .  Capta in  Bare la) had a 
la rger proportion of old man-of-war ' _ .  m n .  
The engagement began a quarte r  before noon . 
At three o 'clock the Bri ti h fleet su rrendered .  
after one of the closes t engagemen ts known in 
naval history. No entire British fleet had ever 
368 PERRY'S VICTORY. [Chap. XII.
been captured before. The utmost bravery was
shown on both sides. The American loss was 27
killed and 96 wounded ; the British 41 killed and
94 wounded. Most of the loss in the American
tieet was on Perry's flag-ship, the Lawrence, which
lost 22 killed and 61 wounded. The brave vic-
tor was as humane as he was valiant, and the
dead of both fleets were buried together, with the
same honors and the same solemn services, while
the wounded were all tenderly cared for, and the
unfortunate British commander, who was dread-
fully crippled, was treated with the generous
kindness which he deserved.
Perry's subordinate commanders of vessels
were Jesse D. Elliott in the Niagara, Stephen
Champlin in the Scorpion, John H. Pocket in the
Ariel, Daniel Turner in the Caledonia, Thomas C.
Almy in the Somers, George Senat in the Porcu-
pine, Augustus H. M. Conklin in the Tigress, and
Thomas Holdress in the Trippe., Brevoort com-
manded a detachment of soldiers acting as ma-
rines.
Immediately after the enemy struck, Perry
wrote upon his cap, on a scrap of paper, his cele-
brated laconic dispatch : " We have met the ene-
my and they are ours," and sent it to Harrison,
who was on the lake shore west of Sandusky,
about 30 miles from the scene of the battle. The
cannonade was heard as far ofl as Cleveland, and
Tecumseh, from his camp on Bois-blanc Island,
had listened to the sounds, and endeavored to
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3 6 8  PERRY'S V I CTO R Y .  [CHAP. X I I . 
been captu red before .  The u tmost bravery was 
shown on both sides .  The American loss was 2 7  
ki l led and 9 6  wounded ; the British 4 1  ki l led and 
94 wounded. Most  of the loss i n  the American 
fleet wa on Perry's flag-ship, the Lawrence,  which 
lost 2 2  kil led and 6 r  · wou n ded.  The brave vic­
tor was as humane as he was valiant, and the 
dead of both fleets were bu ried together, with the 
same honors and the same solemn services, whi le 
the wounded were al l  tenderly cared for, and the 
unfortunate B ritish commander, who was dread­
fu l ly c rippled, was treated with the generou 
kindness which he  deserved. 
Perry's subordinate commanders of vessels 
were Jesse D. Ell iott i n  the N iagara, Stephen 
Champlin i n  the Scorpion ,  J ohn H .  Pocket i n  the 
A riel ,  Daniel Tu rner in the Caledonia, Thomas C .  
Almy in  the Somers, George Senat in  the Porcu ­
pine ,  Augustus  H .  M .  Conklin in the Tigress, and 
Thomas H oldress in  the Trippe .  Brevoort com­
manded a detachment  of soldiers acting as ma­
r ines .  
Immediately after the enemy struck, Perry 
wrote upon h is  cap, on a scrap of paper, h is cele­
brated lacon ic dispatch : " We have met the ene­
my and they are ou rs, ' '  and sen t  it to Harrison , 
who was on the lake . hore west of Sandu sky, 
abou t 30 miles from th scene of the battle .  The 
cannonade was heard a far off as Cleveland, and 
Tecu mseh, from his camp on Boi s-blanc I sland, 
ha l l isten d to th sou nds, and ndeavored to 
Chap. XII. j TECUMSEH TAUNTS PROCTOR. 369
determine the result of the battle, while Proctor,
at Maiden, was equally intent to listen. Proctor
concealed the result from his Indian ally until it
was impossible to prevent his knowledge of it.
On the 1 8th, when the British General prepared
to evacuate Maiden, the Indians became greatly
excited and enraged at his cowardice, and he only
pacified them by promising to make a stand at
the Moravian towns on the Thames. Tecumseh
felt very keenly the desperate position into which
he and his followers had been brought by their
confidence in the British, and insisted that Proctor
should at least stay and fight, or leave the arms
and ammunition to the Indians, who would resist
to the last extremity. In contempt for his cow-
ardice, he compared him to a fat cur, sneaking
off with his tail between his legs, after making a
great show of courage. Maiden was evacuated
on the 1 8th, and an officer was left behind to
burn up everything as soon as the American
army made its appearance.
The fleet was now used to bring over the
troops from the main land. It was impossible to
transport the horses, and these were all left in
Ohio with a guard, while the soldiers acted as
infantry. They at first encamped on Middle
Sister Island, anci on the 27th of September
crossed over the narrow space to the Canada shore
about four miles below Maiden. They at once
marched into Maiden and found it deserted b)' all
24
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CHAP. X l l . j  TECUMSEH TAUNTS PROCTO R .  3 6 9  
determine the  resu l t  of the battle, while Proctor, 
at Malden,  was equally in tent  to l isten . Proctor 
concealed the resul t  from his I ndian ally u n til it 
was impossible to preven t hi knowledge of it .  
On the I 8th when the British General prepared 
to evacuate Malden ,  the I ndians became greatly 
excited and enraged at his cowardice, and he only 
pacified them by promising to make a stand at 
the Moravian towns on the Thames .  Tecumseh 
fel t  very keenly the desperate position in to which 
he and his followers had been brought by their 
confidence i n  the Bri tish ,  and insisted that Proctor 
shoul d  at least stay and fight, or leave the arms  
and  ammu nition to  the I ndians, who wou ld resist 
to the last extremi ty .  I n  contempt for h is cow­
ardice, he compared him to a fat cu r, sneaking 
off with his tail between his legs, after making a 
great show of courage. Malden was evacu ated 
on the I 8th, and an officer was left behind to 
burn up everything as soon as the American 
army made i ts appearance .  
The fleet was n ow used to bring over the 
troops from the main land. I t  was impossible to 
transport the horses, and these were al l left in 
Ohio with a guard, while the soldier acted a ,  
infantry. They at first encam p  d on M i  Id le 
Sister I sland ,  and on  the 2 7 th of ept m b r 
crossed o er the narrow spac to the Canada .-h r 
about fou r miles below Malden .  They at on  
marched into Malden and fou nd i t  d rt d by al l 
24 
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its defenders. Harrison at once prepared to set
out after Proctor, but without any expectation of
overtakintr him until he should reach the Thames,
where he had told Tecumseh he meant to make
a stand. It was necessary to obtain a few horses,
and on the 27th, Harrison wrote to Governor
Meigs that " a miserable French pony, upon which
the venerable and patriotic Cxovernor of Kentucky
was mounted, is the only one in the army." On
the eve of landing, Harrison issued a brief but
spirited order, closing with this significant pass-
age : " Kentuckians — remember the River Rais-
in ; but remember it only while the victory is sus-
pended. The revenge of a soldier cannot be
gratified upon a fallen enemy." The sons of that
noble State that in this war had sent out more
than 17,000 volunteers, had come at last to their
opportunity, and they did not abuse it.
Proctor was at Sandwich when Harrison landed,
and he at once moved eastward with the Detroit
garrison and all his auxiliaries. On the 28th, the
American Army reached Sandwich, and General
Duncan McArthur crossed over and took posses-
sion of the fort, which he had left before under
such different circumstances. The overjoyed in-
habitants were released from what had become a
reign of terror. The fort had been fired, but the
flames were extinguished, and General McArthur
drove off a horde of hostile Indians, who were
prowling round the neighborhood. The fleet
arrived the same day. On the 29th, General
Harrison issued his proclamation, restoring the
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i ts defenders .  Harrison at  once prepared to set 
ou t after Proctor, but without any expectat ion of 
ove rtaki ng him un ti l  he  shou ld reach the Thames, 
where he had told Tecu mseh he meant to make 
a stand. It  was necessary to obta in a few horses, 
and on the 2 7 th, Harrison wrote to Governor 
Meigs that " a  mi erable French pony, upon which 
the venerabl e and patriotic Governor of  Ken tucky 
was mou nted, is the only one in the army. ' '  On  
the eve of landing, Harrison issued a brief bu t 
spirited order, closing with thi s  s ignificant pass­
age : ' KENTUCKIANS - remember the Rive r Rais­
i n ; but remember i t  on ly  while the v ictory i s  su s ­
pended . The revenge of  a soldier cannot be 
gratified upon a fallen enemy. ' '  The sons of that 
noble State that i n  this war had sen t  out  more 
than 1 7 ,000 volun teers, had come at last to thei r 
opportu n i ty, and the) did not  abuse i t .  
Proctor was at Sandwich when H arrison landed,  
and he at once moved eastward with the De troi t 
garrison and al l h is  auxi l iaries .  On the 2 8 th ,  the 
Am erican Army reached Sandwich, and General  
Duncan McArthu r crossed over  and took posses­
s ion of the fort, which he had left before u nder 
such different  c i rcumstances .  The overjoyed in­
habitan ts we re released from what had become a 
reign of te rror. The fort had been fi red, bu t the 
flames were extingu ished, and General McArthu r 
drove off a horde of hostile I nd ians, who were 
prowl ing round  the ne ighborhood. The fleet  
arrived the same day. On the 29 th ,  General 
Harrison issued his p roclamation ,  restori ng the 
Chap. XII. | BATTLE OF THE THAMES. 371
civil authority ks it had been before the surrender,
and entrusting its administration to the old in-
cumbents when present, and to their next pre-
decessors, if absent. Colonel Johnson's Riflemen
came up on the 30th, and crossed into Canada
the day after.
The American flag is said to have been raised
by the inhabitants before McArthur's entrance.
But it never floated again from the old flag-staff.
That was left bare and uncared for as a memorial
and warning, until a few years afterwards, in June,
1820, it was blown over by a severe wind and
ceased to be visible over the walls. What igno-
minious uses its ruins may have served it is not
recorded. It was not in demand for relics.
McArthur's command was left to hold Detroit.
Cass's briorade was left' at Sandwich, and Harrison,
with a force of about 3,500, on the 2nd of Oc-
tober, pushed on by land after Proctor, — the
smaller vessels of the fleet sailing up the Thames.
Proctor was at last overtaken at the Moravian
towns, and compelled to give battle on the 5th.
The mounted riflemen dashed through the British
line and turned it, and in less than ten minutes
the whole force was captured, except General
Proctor and 17 officers and 239 men. The official
reports ot his own government show that he was
regarded as having been guilty oi grossly dis-
graceful conduct.' His brave ally, Tecumseh, met
' Sir George Prevost, in his general orders, uses this severe lanp,uage :
" On this disgraceful day, upwards of 600 officers and soldiers were taken
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CHAP. X I I .  I BATTLE OF T H E  T H AM ES.  3 7 1  
civil au thority as i t  had been before the su rren der ,  
and en tru sting i ts  adm in istration to the o ld i n ­
cumbents when . present  and to the i r  next p r  -
dece ssors, i f  absent. Colone l J ohn  on '  Ri flem en 
came up  on  the 30th , and crossed in to Canada 
the day after. 
The American flag is said to have been ra i .  ed 
by the inhabitants before McArthu r 's  entranc . 
Bu t  i t  never fl oated again  from the old flag- staff. 
That was left bare and u ncared for  as a memo rial 
and warn in - , u n til a few years afte rwards, in . Ju ne ,  
r 8 20 i t  was blown over b) a severe wind and 
ceased to be vis ible ove r the wal l s .  What ign o­
min iou s u ses i ts ru ins  may have se rved it is not  
recorded.  I t  was not  i n  demand for rel ics .  
McArthur' s  command was left to hold De tro i t  . . 
Cass ' s  brigade was left ·  at Sandwich ,  and Harri son ,  
with a force of abou t  3 , 500, on the 2 nd of Oc­
tober, pu shed on by land after Procto r,-the 
mal l  er vessels of the fleet sai l i ng up the Thame . 
Proctor was at last ove rtaken at the Moravian 
tO\iVns, and compel led to give battle on the 5 th .  
The mou nted riflemen dashed th rough the B rit i sh 
l ine and tu rned it , and in les than tf:n m i nu  t 
the whole force was captu red, except General 
Proctor and r 7 officers and 2 39 men . The official 
reports of h i  own government  shov\ that h wa 
regarded as hav ing be n ( u i l ty of T ' S ly l i .- ­
gracefu l  conduct. l His  bra al ly, T cum eh,  m t 
1 S i r  George PreYo. t ,  i n  h 1 s  general  orders, n. e t h i  severe l a n g u age : 
' '  Un t h i  di sgrac efu l  d ay ,  upwards of 600 fti cers and . l d i e rs were r a k e n  
372 TECUMSEH KILLED. |Chap. XIL
a soldier's death by die hands of a very brave
enemy, having been shot by Colonel Richard M.
Johnson, while the latter was wounded and held
down by his own horse, which had fallen on him,
and Tecumseh w^as approaching to kill him. James
Knaggs, who aided in carrying Colonel Johnson
off the field, was intimately acquainted with Te-
cumseh, and recognized him when pointed out by
Colonel Johnson as an Indian whom he had shot
in self-defence. Probably no one in the army had
as good a knowledge of Tecumseh as Captain
Knaggs, who had been for years an interpreter,
and familiar with all the chiefs. The identity of
the slayer and of the slain is as well established
as testimony can establish anything.
General Cass and Commodore Perry acted as
volunteer aids to General Harrison, and he gave
great credit to both for their efficient help in
making his arrangements and preparations.
On the 7th, which was the anniversary of the
Battle of M<^ing's Mountain, Governor Shelby was
put in command of the army, and Harrison left
for Detroit. On the 14th he appointed General
Cass Provisional Governor of Michigan Terri-
tory.
The Indians beean to desert IVoctor before
the battle. Walk-in-the-Water left him some days
prisoners almost without a struggle, of whom but very lew appeared to
have been rescued by an honorable death from the ignominy of passing
under the American yoke, nor are there many whose wounds plead in
mitigation of this reproach." — Broc/c's Life, 366.
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372 TECUl\ISEH K I LLED.  ! C HAP.  X l l . 
a soldier' s death by the hands of a very brave 
enemy, having been shot by Colonel  Richard M .  
J ohnson ,  while the latter was wou nded and held 
down by his own horse, wh ich had fallen on  him, 
and Tecumseh was approaching to ki l l  h im.  James 
Knaggs, who aided in carrying Colonel Johnson 
off the field,  was i n timately acquainted with Te­
cumseh, and recogn ized him when pointed out by 
Colonel J ohnson as an I ndian whom he had shot 
in self-defence .  Probably no one in the army had 
as good a knowledge of Tecumseh as Captain 
Knaggs, who had been for years an in terpreter, 
and famil iar with al l  the ch iefs .  The identi ty of 
the slayer and of  the s la in  i s  as wel l  establ ished 
as testimony can establ ish anyth ing. 
General Cass and Commodore Perry acted as 
volun teer aids to General Harrison ,  and he gave 
great credit  to both for the ir  efficient  help i n  
making h i s  arrangements and  preparat 1 ons .  
On  the 7 th, which was the ann ive r. >ary of the 
Battle of King's Mounta in ,  Govern or Shelby was 
pu t in command  of the army, and Harrison left 
for Detroit .  On  the r 4th he appo inted General 
Cass Provis ional Governo r  of M ichigan Terri­
tory. 
The Indians began to desert Proctor before 
the battle .  Walk- in - the-Water left h im some days 
prisoners almost without a truggle, of whom but very few appeared to 
have been rescued by an honorable death from the ignominy uf passing 
under the American yoke, nor are there many whose wounds plead in 
mitigati on f thi. reproach ."-Brock' s L�fe, 366. 
Chap. XII.] FAILURE AT MACKINAW. 373
before, and begged permission after the battle to
follow him up, and thus atone for his own de-
linquency. The tribes were left by the result of
the campaign on the verge of starvation. Harri-
son treated them kindly, and the hostile forces,
consisting chiefly of Potawatamies, Ottawas, Chip-
pewas, several bands of Miamis and Weas, and
some Wyandots, came in and gave hostages, and
were supplied with food. The victories on Lake
Erie and the Thames ended the Indian troubles,
except an occasional outrage from small bands,
not approved by the tribes.
Several expeditions were sent out from time
to time into Canada before the war closed.
General McArthur, in 1814, penetrated nearly to
Lake Ontario, and swept back along Lake Erie,
doing much mischief to the enemy. Fort Gratiot
was built in that year by the officer whose name
it bears.
An attempt was also made in 181 4 to retake
Mackinaw, which failed, and Major Holmes, a very
brave officer, from whom the old fort was after-
wards named, was killed. The British were aided
in this instance by whites from the Sault, and by
detachments in force from Green Bay, composed
chiefly of Frenchmen owing allegiance to the
United States, and Menominie Indians, under their
great chief Thomas, (usually called in imitation of
its French sound Tomaw,) who was as remarkable
in his gifts as Tecumseh, but less capable of self-
control.
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CHAP. X I I . ]  FA I LURE A T  l\IACK I NAW. 373  
before, and  begged permission after the battle to 
follow him up, and thu s  atone for his own de­
l inquency .  The tribes were left by the resu l t  of 
the campaign on the verge of starvation . Harri ­
son treated them k indly, and the hosti le forces ,  
consisting chiefly of Potawatamies,  Ottawas, Chip­
pewas, several bands of M iamis and W eas,  and 
some Wyandots, came in and gave hostages, and 
were supplied with food . The victories on Lake 
Erie and the Thames ended the Ind ian troubles ,  
except  an occasional outrage from small bands ,  
not  approved by the tribes. 
Several expeditions  were sen t  out  from time  
to time i n  to Canada before the war closed.  
General M cArthur, in I 8 I 4, penetrated nearly to 
Lake Ontario, and swept back along Lake Erie ,  
doing much mischief to the enemy. Fort Gratiot 
was built i n  that year by the officer whose name 
i t  bears. 
An  attempt was also made i n  r 8 I 4 to retake 
Mackinaw, which failed, and Maj or H olmes, a very 
brave officer, from whom the old fort was afte1-
wards named, was ki l led .  The B ritish were aided 
in  this i nstance by whites from the Saul t, and by 
detachments in force from Green Bay, composed 
chiefly of Frenchmen owing al legiance to the 
Un ited States, and M enominie I ndians, u nder their 
great chief Thomas, ( usually cal led in  imitation of 
its French sound Tomaw,) who was as remarkable 
i n  his gifts as Tecumseh, bu t less capable of self­
contro1 . 
374 NEGLECT OF BENEFACTORS. [Chap. XII.
The Territory now began anew its career as
an American community. Henceforth, the evil
influences of British jealousy and cupidity ceased
to operate to its ruin. Though for many years
there were occasional encroachments, the region
was no lonoer debatable orround, and the Indians
generally acknowledged the American supremacy.
It is time that the men who rescued Michigan
from its thraldom were remembered with less
perishable memorials than the annals of the War
Department. Even General Cass received his
only public memorial by having a county named
after him, in company with the members of General
Jackson's Cabinet, and not for his civil or military
services. Harrison, and McArthur, and Miller,
and Johnson, and Perry, and all their brave coad-
jutors, have been passed over in silence. The
name of Shelby, first given to the fort at Detroit,
was dropped for that of Wayne, and the gallant
old orovernor has no memorial.
As soon as careful search had discovered and
identified the body of Captain Hart, he was ex-
humed and buried in Detroit with every honor
which could be paid to his lifeless remains. It
can never be too late to perform our duty to the
rest — now passed beyond the reach of earthly
glory, by doing something whereby they may be
worthily commemorated.
A few years ago, on the 4th of July, 1872, the
survivors of the massacre of the Raisin, and of
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3 74 N EGLECT O F  BEN EFA TORS. [CHAP. X I I .  
The Territory now began anew i ts career as 
an American community. Henceforth , the evil 
i n fl u ence of B rit ish jealousy and cupidity ceased 
to operate to i t  ru i n .  Though for many years 
there were occasional encroachments ,  the region 
was no longe r debatable grou nd,  and the Ind ians 
general ly acknowledged the American su premacy. 
I t  is time that the men who rescued M ichigan 
from i ts thraldom we re rem embered with . less 
perishable memorial s than the annals of the War 
Department. Even General Cass rece ived h is 
only pu bl ic  memorial by having a coun ty named 
after h im, in company with the members of General 
J ackson ' s  Cabinet, and not  for his c ivi l  or mi l i tary 
services.  Harrison ,  and McArthur, and Mi l ler, 
and Johnson ,  and Perry, and all the ir  brave coad ­
j u tors, have been passed over i n  s i lence .  The 
name of Shelby, fi rs t  given to the fort at Detroit , 
was dropped for that of Wayne,  and the gal lant 
old governor has no memorial . 
As soon as careful search had d iscovered and 
identified the body of  Captain H art, he was ex­
humed and bu ried in Detroi t  with every honor 
which cou ld be paid to h is  l i feless remains .  I t  
can never be too late to perform ou r du ty to the 
rest - now passed beyond the reach of earthly 
glory, by doing something whereby they may be 
worthi ly commemorated . 
fe w year ago, on  the 4th of Ju ly, r 8 7 2 , the 
su r ivors of the massac re of the Rais in ,  and of 
Chap. XII. J HONORED MEMORIES. 375
the battles that succeeded it, met at Monroe, to
review the scenes of that time of trial ; and the
brave men who had all passed far beyond their
three score and ten were gratified by the homage
of the younger generations, for whose heritage
they and their dead comrades had faced the perils
of savage warfare, and redeemed Michigan for
American liberty. To those for whom they saved
it, the fame of the honored dead of Kentucky and
Ohio should be as dear as that of Washington
and his companions in arms, and the memory of
that heroic struggle should bind these States
together with the warmest love of kindred.
Among the other benefits of the Centennial
celebration, we ought to number the renewal and
perpetuation of all those honorable remembrances ;
and the evidences of our gratitude should be
"gracious and lastinor.
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CHAP. X I I . J  H ON O R E D  M EMO R I ES .  375  
the battles that succeeded i t, met a t  Monroe, to 
rev iew the scenes of that time of  trial · and the 
br3:ve men who had all passed far beyond thei r 
three score and ten we re gratified by the homage 
of the you nger generations, for whose heri tage 
they and the ir  dead com rades had faced the peril s 
of savage warfare, and redeemed M ich igan for 
American l iberty . To those for whom they saved 
i t, the fame of the honored dead of Ken tu cky and 
Ohio shou ld be as dear as that of Washington 
and h is  companions i n  arms, and the memory of 
that heroic struggle should  bind these States 
together wi th the warm est love of k indred.  
Among the other  benefits of the Centenn ial 
celebration,  we ought  to number the renewal and 
perpetuation of all those honorable remembrances ; 
and the evidences of our  gratitude shou ld  be 
g-rac1ous and lasti ng. 
CHAPTER XIII.
ADMINISTRATION Of^ GOVERNOR CASS.
General Cass was made permanent Governor
of Michigan Territory, and William Woodbridge,
of Marietta, Ohio, was appointed Secretary. Mr.
Atwater, who had left Detroit immediately after
the surrender, never came back. The Judges
retained their offices until the change in their
tenure, created in 1823, by the act re-organizing
the Territory.
The war had scattered the people, and the
population had fallen away considerably. It was
not until peace was finally declared that the
country was entirely relieved from the ravages of
the hostile Indians. While most of them had
made peace, and behaved reasonably well, the
Saginaw band of Kishkaukon was very trouble-
some. Murders and outrages were committed in
the immediate neighborhood of Detroit, and within
its corporate limits. The people, when they had
a chance to reach the aggressors, followed them
up vigorously. General Cass acted in these
emergencies with great energy, and went out in
person with the volunteers to chastise the marau-
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C H A P T E R  X I I I . 
D M I N I STR TION F G VERNOR CA . .  
GE N E R L CAss was made permanent Governor 
of M ichigan Territory, and Wil l iam Woodbridge, 
of Marietta, Ohio, was appointed Secretary. M r. 
Atwater, who had left Detroit immediately after 
the su rrender, never came back . The J u dges 
reta ined the ir  offices un ti l  the change in their  
tenure, c reated in  r 8 2 3 ,  by the act re-organizing 
the Territory. 
The war had scattered the people, and the 
population had fal len away considerably. It was 
not un ti l  peace was finally declared that the 
coun try was enti rely rel ieved from the ravages of 
the hostile I ndians .  \i\Thile most of them had 
made peace, and behaved reasonably well ,  the 
Saginaw band of  Kishkaukon was very trouble­
some. M u rders and ou trages were committed in 
the immediate n eighborhood of Detroit, and within 
i ts corporate l im its .  The people, when they had 
a chance to reach the aggressors, followed them 
up vigorously. General Cass acted in these 
eme rgencies with great energy, and went out i n  
p . rs n with the volu n teers to cha tise the marau -
Chap. XIII.l PEACE WITH INDIANS.
377
ders. After the failure of the Mackinaw expedi-
tion, no further attempt was made in that quarter
till the treaty of peace. Fort Gratiot, built at
the place once occupied by Fort St. Joseph in the
17th century, was intended, like that, to control
the passage to and from Lake Huron, as the
northern Indians generally travelled in their canoes
through the River St. Clair. .
On the 22nd of July, 181 4, Generals Harrison
and Cass made a treaty at Greenville, between
the United States and the Wyandots, Delawares,
Shawanoes and Senecas on the one side, and the
Miamis, (known as the Miami Eel River and
Weea tribes) and a portion of the Potawatamies,
Ottawas, and Kickapoos, whereby it was agreed
they should all make peace, and enter into
alliance with the United States, acknowledging
their supremacy. On the 8th of September, 181 5,
Harrison, McArthur, and John Graham, made peace
with all of those tribes, as well as with the Chippe-
was, residing in Indiana, Ohio and Michigan.
This was not signed by very many of the Chip-
pewa or Ottawa chiefs. Ok'emos signed it as a
chief of the Ottawas.
The treaty of peace with Great Britain did
not put an immediate end to the bad feeling.
This stipulated for the immediate restoration of
all places captured, with all papers, public and
private, and for determining, by commissioners,
the boundary line in those waters where the
position of islands or other difficulties made it
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CHAP. X I I I . ] PEACE W ITH I N D IANS . 3 7 7  
ders. After the failu re of the Mack inaw expedi­
t ion, no fu rther attempt was made in that quarter 
till the treaty of peace. Fort Gratiot, bu i l t  at 
the place once occupied by Fort St .  Joseph in the 
r 7 th centu ry, was intended, l ike that, to control 
the passage to and from Lake Huron ,  as the 
northern In dians generally travelled in the ir  canoes 
through the River St .  Clair. . 
On the 2 2 nd of J uly, I 8 r 4, Generals Harrison 
and Cass made a treaty at Greenvi l le ,  between 
the Un ited States and the Wyandots, Delawares, 
Shawanoes and Senecas on the one s ide, and the 
M iamis, (known as the M iami Eel River and 
W eea tribes) and a portion  of the Potawatamies, 
Ottawas, and Kickapoos, whereby i t  was agreed 
they should all make peace, and enter i n to 
al l iance with the U nited States, acknowledging 
the ir supremacy. O n . the 8th of September, r 8 I 5 ,  
Harrison ,  McArthur, and John  Graham, made peace 
with all of those tribes, as well as with the Chippe­
was, resid ing in I ndiana, Ohio and Michigan . 
This was not s igned by very many of the Chip­
pewa or Ottawa chiefs .  Okemos signed it  as a 
chief of the Otta was. 
The treaty of peace w ith Great Britain did 
not pu t an immediate end to the bad feel i ng. 
This  stipulated for the immediate restoration of 
all places captu red,  with all papers, publ ic  and 
private, and for determin ing, by commissioners, 
the bou ndary l ine  m those waters where the 
position of i slands or other difficul ties mad i t  
378 BORDER VEXATIONS. [Chap. XIII.
doubtful, and pledged each government to place
the Indians where they were In 1811.
The British officers near Detroit paid no at-
tention to the boundary lines, but pursued desert-
ers into the l-nited States, and on some occasions
undertook to assert jurisdiction over x'\merican
citizens on Grosse lie and in American waters.
An Indian was killed at Grosse He in the act of
attempting to murder an American, and the com-
manding officer at Maiden, Colonel James, directed
an inquest, and offered a reward for the per-
son who killed him. Governor Cass at once
issued a proclamation enjoining the proper asser-
tion and protection of American jurisdiction.
Colonel Butler, commanding at Detroit, had also
occasion to hold a sharp correspondence with
Colonel James, concerning various infractions of
right. In addition to other grievances, it was
understood that Mackinaw was not likely to be
surrendered, and that the Indians (which probably
meant Dickson and the traders) meant to hold it.
Maiden was retained until such arrangements
were made as ensured the delivery of Mackinaw.
On the first of July, 181 5, Maiden was turned
over to the British, and an American force sailed
for Mackinaw, and took possession.
But the distance from headquarters, or some
other cause, rendered some of the British officers
in this 'region extremely insolent, and for a year
or two there were continued aggressions. The
American navy on Lake Erie had been dismantled,
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3 7 8 BO R D ER V EXATIONS. [C H AP. X I I I .  
doubtfu l ,  and  pledged each government  to place 
the I n dians where they were in 1 8 r r .  
The Brit ish officer near Detroit  paid no  at­
tent ion to the bou ndary l i nes ,  but pu rsued dese rt­
ers i n to the U n ited States, and on some occasions 
u ndertook to asse rt ju risdiction ove r American 
cit izen on rosse I le and in American waters .  
An Indian was k i l l ed at Grosse I le i n  the act of 
attempting to murder an American , and the com­
manding office r at Malden,  Colonel J ames, d i rected 
an i nqu est, and offered a reward for the per­
son who ki l led h im.  Governor Cass at once 
issued a proclamation enjoi n ing the proper asse r­
tion and protection of American j u risdiction .  
Colonel Bu tler, commanding at Detroi t, had also 
occas ion to hold a sharp correspondence with 
Colonel Jam e s ,  concern ing various in fractions of  
right. In  addit ion to other  grievances, i t  was 
unders tood that Mackinaw was not  l ikely to be 
su rrendered, and that the Ind ians (which probably 
meant D ickson and the traders )  mean t to hold i t .  
Malden was reta ined u n ti l  such arrangements 
were made as ensured the del ivery of Mackinaw. 
On the first of J u ly, r 8 r 5, Malden was tu rned 
over to the Brit ish ,  and an Ameri can force sai led 
for Mack inaw, and took possession . 
Bu t the d istance from headquarters, or  some 
othe r  cause ,  rendered ome of the Brit ish officers 
in th i s  •region extremely in  sol en t, and for a year 
or  two the r  we re con ti nued aggress ions .  The 
American navy on Lake Erie had been dismantled, 
Ckap. XIII.] SEARCH OF LAKE VESSELS. 379
and the naval officers at Maiden, in 1816, under-
took to visit and search American vessels, under
pretext of looking for deserters, thus renewing on
the lakes the outraofes which had led to the war.
General Cass, on being informed of these insults,
wrote a strong letter to the Maiden officials, and
laid the matter before the authorities at Washing-
ton, where no doubt the acts were repudiated, as
they were not repeated, and were probably ex-
cesses of instructions and mere private impertin-
ence. The intrigues with the Indians were kept
up, both about Detroit and in the north, and
American territory was used in that region for
purposes very unfriendly to the United States.
The trading companies paid no heed whatever to
law or international obligations. It was not until
two Indians were hung for murder at Detroit,
instead of being as usual despatched in more
summary fashion, that a full check was put to
their outrages in that neighborhood.
The first necessity of the country was more
people. No lands had been surveyed before the
war, except the old private claims. In 181 2,
among other war legislation, an act was passed
setting aside two millions of acres of land in
Michigan, as bounty lands for soldiers. As soon
as the war was over, and circumstances permitted,
Mr. Tiffin, the Surveyor General, sent agents to
Michigan to select a place for locating these lands.
Their report was such as to induce him to re-
commend the tranfer of bounty locations t() some
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CHAP. X 1 I I . ]  SEARCH O F  LA K E  V ESSELS .  3 7 9  
and the naval officers a t  Malden , i n  r 8 r 6, u nder­
took to vis i t  and search American vessels, u nder 
pr�text of looking for dese rters, thu renewing on 
the lakes the outrages wh ich had led to the war. 
General Cas , on be i ng informed of these i nsults 
wrote a s trong lette r to the l\falden officials, and 
laid the matte r before the authorit ies at Wash ing­
ton ,  where no doubt the acts were repudiated, as 
they were not repeated, and were pro9ably ex­
cesses of i nstructions and mere private impertin­
ence. The i n trigues with the I ndians were kept 
up, both about Detro i t  and in the north, and 
American te rritory was u sed in that region  for 
purposes very u nfriendly to the U nited States .  
The trading companies paid no heed whatever to 
law or  i n ternational obl igations .  I t  was not  u nti l  
two I nd ians were hung for murder at Detroit , 
instead of being as usual despatched in more 
summary fashion ,  that a fu l l  check was pu t to 
thei_r ou trages in that ne ighborhood. 
The firs t  necess i ty of the cou n try was more 
people. No lands had been su rveyed before the 
war, except the old private claims.  In r 8 r 2 ,  
among other  war legislation ,  a n  act was passed 
setting aside two mil l ions of acres of land in 
Mich igan,  as boun ty lands for sold iers .  As soon 
as the war was over, and ci rcumstances permitted ,  
Mr. Tiffin,  the Su rveyor General , sent  agen ts to 
Michigan to select a place for locatinb thes lands.  
Their  report was such as to induce h im to re­
commend the tranfer  of bou n ty locations t ome 
380
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Other part of the United States. They began on
the boundary line between Ohio and Indiana,
(which was the western Hmit of the lands sur-
rendered to the United States by the Indian
treaty of 1807,) and, following it north for fifty
miles, they described the country as an unbroken
series of tamarack swamps, bogs and sand-barrens,
with not more than one acre in a hundred, and
probably not one in a thousand, fit for cultivation.
Mr. Tiffin communicated this evil report to the
Commissioner of the General Land Office, Josiah
Meigs, and he and the Secretary of War, Mr.
Crawford, secured the repeal of so much of the
law as applied to Michigan. They were stimulated
by a second report of the surveyors, who found
the country worse and worse as they proceeded.
In April, 181 6, the law was changed, and lands
were granted, instead, in Illinois and Missouri.
This postponed settlements, but it saved Mich-
igan from one of the most troublesome sources of
litigation which has ever vexed any country. It
was in that way a benefit. But the report of the
surveyors is one of the unaccountable things of
those days. Surveyors are usually good judges of
land, and not likely to be deceived by the water
standing on the surface of the ground, where the
nature of the vegetation shows the soil cannot be
marshy or sterile. A few instances have been
found in our Territorial and State experiences,
where surveyors made imaginary sketches of large
tracts, and returned them as actual surveys, when
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380 R E PORT O N  BOU N T Y  LANDS. [CHAP. X I I I .  
other part of the Un i ted States .  They began on 
the bou ndary l ine  between Ohio and I ndiana, 
(which was the weste rn l imi t  of the lands su r­
rendered to the Un ited States by the Indian 
t reaty of 1 807 , )  and, fol lowing it north for fifty 
miles , they described the country as an unbroken 
se ries · of tamarack swamps, bogs and sand-barrens ,  
wi th not  more than one acre i n · a hundred, and 
probably not one i n  a thousand ,  fi t  for cu l tivation .  
Mr. Tiffin commu nicated this evil report t o  the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, Josiah 
Meigs, and he and the Secretary of War, M r. 
Crawford,  secu red the repeal of so much of the 
law as applied to M ich igan .  They were st imulated 
by a second report of the surveyors, who found  
the coun try worse and  worse a s  they proceeded . 
T n April ,  1 8 1 6, the law was changed, and lands 
were granted, i ns tead, i n  I l l inois and M issou ri . 
. This postponed settlements, but  i t  saved M ich­
igan from one of the most troublesome sou rces of 
l i tigation which has ever vexed any country. I t  
was i n  that way a benefit. B u t  the report o f  the 
su rveyors is one of the u naccoun table things of 
those days.  Su rveyors are usually good j udges of 
land,  and not l ikely to be deceived by the water 
standing on the su rface of  the grou nd,  where the 
natu re of the vegetation shows the soil cannot be 
marshy or steril e .  A few in s tances have been 
fou nd �n ou r Terri torial and State experiences ,  
where su rveyors made imaginary sketches of large 
tracts, and retu rn ed them as actual su rveys, when 
Chap. XIII. J DISHONEST SURVENS. 381
they had never visited the places. That trick was
of later invention. It may be that the surveyors
did not desire to run lines which bordered on the
Potawatamie country, for fear of personal risks,
which were certainly possible. But the country
was not unknown. It had been traversed fre-
quently by traders, and others, and was, not very
long before, frequented by buffaloes in great
numbers. The fact that Michigan contained so
many Indians was proof that its lands were good,
for they seldom congregate except in eligible
regions. Mellish had published, a few years before,
a very accurate general account ot the whole
Lower Peninsula, in which the country is as well
described as it could be in as few words to-day.
Some have supposed the surveyors were bribed
by those who wished to prevent settlements.
Although there were persons interested in that
direction, there is no evidence that they interfered.
It is nevertheless possible that they either bribed —
or more probably adopted the cheaper course of
scaring — the surveying party.
It has already been stated that during Hull's
administration there were no counties laid out;
and the divisions were all into districts. General
Cass, who had much clearer notions about popu-
lar institutions, began early to establish the
ordinary American divisions. Wayne County, as
originally laid out in the Northwest Territory,
was not exactly coincident with Michigan Terri-
tory, even in its diminished proportions. But a
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CHAP. X I I l . J  DI ' H O N E  ' T  S U R  £ \ ' ." .  3 1 
they had never v is i ted the places .  That trick wa 
of later invention .  It ma) be that the urveyor 
d id not  desire to run l ines which bordered on the 
Potawatam ie cou ntry for fear of personal risk 
which were ce rtain ly possible .  Bu t the cou ntry 
was not  unknown.  I t  had been trave rsed fre­
quen tly  by traders, and others, and was, not  very 
long before, frequented by buffaloes i n  great 
numbers .  The fact that M ich igan con tained o 
many I ndians was proof that i ts lands we re good , 
for they seldom congregate except in  e l igible 
reg10ns .  Mel l i sh  had publ ished, a few ) ears before 
a very accurate general accoun t  of the whole 
Lower Pen insula, in which the cou ntry is as wel l 
described as i t  cou ld be in  as few words to -da) . 
Some have supposed the su rveyors were bribed 
by those who wished to p revent  settl em en ts .  
Although there were persons i n terested in  that 
d irection ,  there is n o  evide nce that they in terfered . 
I t  i s  neve rtheless possible that they e i ther bribed­
or more probabl y adopted the cheaper  cou rse of 
scari ng - the su rvey ing party. 
It has al ready bee n stated that du ri ng· H u l l ' ,  
adm in istration ther \\ e r  no c u n ties la i <..i"' ou t ; 
and the d ivision wer a l l  i n to d i s t ri c t � .  eneral 
Cass, who had much cl ar r noti n · a u t  p i u ­
lar  ins t itu tions ,  began arly t e tabl i sh th · 
ord inary American div i  · ions .  vVayn C u n ty, as 
originally laid ou t in  the Northw t Terri tory. 
was not exactly coinc ident  w ith M ichigan T rri­
tory, even in its d imin ish d pro o rt ion . Bu t a 
382
LOCAL DIVISIONS. [Chap. XIll.
single county, covering the same geographical
extent with an entire State or Territory, would
be an anomaly, and a county split up into sever-
al supreme judicial districts, would be more
anomalous. Assuming that the surveys would be
made, and the bounty lands located, General Cass,
on the 2 1st of November, 1815, began the county
system, by laying out that part of the Territory in
which the Indian title had been extinguished, into
Wayne County, with its seat of justice at Detroit.^
At the same time he divided the whole Territory
into road-districts, coincident with the several
militia-company districts, w^hich were already de-
fined. No provision had yet been made for
establishing townships, and until the people
became indoctrinated with ideas of self-govern-
ment, which the Ordinance had not assumed as
one of their early prerogatives, there was no
place for these small republics.
In 181 2, Concrress had directed the President
to have the northern boundary of Ohio surveyed,
in accordance with the law authorizing that State
to form its constitution, ''and to cause to be
made a plat or plan of so much of the boundary
line as runs from the southerly extreme of Lake
Michigan to Lake Erie, particularly noting the
place where the said line intersects the margin
of said lake." {Aff of May 20, 18/2.) The war
interrupted this, and it was not surveyed until
some years thereafter. Meanwhile Indiana had
obtained a population large enough to entitle it
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3 8 2  LOCAL D I V J  ION . rcHAP. x u r .  
s ingle cou nty, covering the same geographical 
extent  wi th an enti r  State or Te rri tory, would 
be an an omaly, and a cou nty spl i t  up  i n to s·ever­
al supreme j udic ial d istri cts, wou ld  be more 
anomalous .  Assuming that the su rveys wou l d  be 
made, and the bou nty lands located, General Cass, 
on the 2 1 s t of N ovember, r 8 r  5 ,  began the cou n ty 
system, by laying ou t that part of  the Territory i n  
which the I ndian ti tle had been extingu ished, in to 
Wayne Coun ty, with i ts seat of j ustice at Detroit .  
At  the same time he div ided the whole Te rri to ry 
in to road-districts, coinciden t  with the several 
mi l i tia-com pany d istricts, which were al ready de­
fined .  N o  provis ion had yet been made for 
establ ishi ng townships ,  and u n til the people 
became i ndoctri nated with ideas of self-govern­
ment, wh ich the Ord i nance had not assu med as 
one of the ir  early prerogatives, there was no  
place for these small  repu bl ics .  
In r 8 r 2 ,  Congress had d irected the President 
to have the northern bou ndary of  Ohio su rveyed,  
1 11 accordance wi th the law au thoriz ing that State 
to form i ts constitu tion , " and to cau se to be 
made a plat or plan of o much of  the bou ndary 
l i ne  as ru n s  from the . ou therly extreme of Lake 
M ichigan to Lake Erie , particu larly noting the 
place where the said l i ne  i n tersects the margin 
o f  said lake. " (Act q/ May 20, .r8 I 2 . ) The war 
i n te rru pted thi , and i t  was not su rveyed u n til 
some years the reafte r. Meanwhi le I ndiana had 
obtai ned a population large enough to enti tle it 
Chap. XIII. J INDIANA AND ILLINOIS. 383
to admission into the Union. On the iQlh of
April, 1816, the people of that Territory were
authorized to form a State; and its boundaries,
instead of being left as they were when Michigan
was set off, were fixed on the north by an east
and west line ten miles north of the southern
point of Lake Michigan, thus taking a strip ten
miles wide off from the southern portion of Mich-
igan Territory. As our people had then no
representatives, and there was no public journal
in the Territory, this encroachment necessarily
remained for future settlement. The State was
admitted December ii, 1816. On the i8th of
April, 1 818, Illinois was authorized to form a con-
stitution, and its boundary was continued north-
ward beyond that of Indiana, to latitude 42° 30',
to that extent curtailing the future State of Wis-
consin. Illinois was admitted on the 3d day of
December, 181 8. All of the old Northwest Terri-
tory north of Indiana and Illinois, was from this
time made a part of the Territory of Michigan.
On the 14th of July, 181 7, the County of
Monroe was established. In the previous month
provision had been made for the erection of a
jail at Mackinaw for the use of a future count)'.
The immediate occasion for the organization ot
Monroe County was probably the expected visit
of President James Monroe, who had then started
out on his tour throucrh the Northern States.
He arrived at Detroit about the middle of August,
accompanied by several distinguished officers. On
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CHAP. X I I I . ]  I J D I AKA AN I LLl NOl  . 3 3 
to admission in to the U nion . n the r 9th of 
Apri l ,  I 8 I 6, the people of that Territory we r 
au thorized to form a State ; and its boundari s, 
i nstead o( be ing left as they were when M ich igan 
was set off, were fixed on  the north by an east 
and west l ine ten miles north of the southern 
poin t  of Lake M ich igan , th u taking a strip ten 
m iles w ide off from the sou the rn portion of M ich­
igan Terri tory. As ou r people had then no 
representatives, and the re ' as no publ ic  j ou rnal 
i n  the Terri tory, this encroachment necessarily 
remained for fu tu re settlement. The State was 
admitted December I I ,  I 8 I 6. On the 1 8 th of  
April ,  I 8 I 8 ,  I l l inoi s  was au thorized to form a con­
st itu t ion ,  and i ts bou ndary was continued north­
ward beyond that of Indiana, to latitude 42 ° 30' · 
to that extent  cu rtai l i ng the futu re State of W j  -
consm. I l l inois was admitted on the 3d day of 
December, 1 8 1 8 . All of the old Northwest Te rri­
tory north of I ndiana and I l l inois ,  was from thi 
time  made a part of  the Territory of M ichigan .  
On the r 4th of J u ly, r 8 r 7 ,  the Coun ty of 
Mon roe was establ ished.  I n  the p re' ious month 
p rovision had been made for the erection of a 
jai l  at Mackinaw for the u e of a fu tu re county . 
The immediate occasion for the organ i zat ion of 
Monroe Coun ty was p robably the .x pected ' i  i t  
o f  President  James Mon roe, who had th n tarted 
out  on h is  tou r  through the Northe rn tat . 
He arrived at  Det;-oi t  abo u t  the middle of Augu t, 
acccmpan ied by several d is t ingu i  hed officer . On 
384 PRESIDENT MONROE FINANCES. [Chap. XIII.
the 14th he reviewed the troops. On that occasion
Governor Cass, on behalf of the State of New
York, presented to General Alexander Macomb,
a magnificent sword, in honor of his conduct at
the Battle of Plattsburgh. Generals Brown and
Wool were present, and probably General McNeil,
as he went north soon after. The Detroit Gazette,
the first regular newspaper of any permanence
established at Detroit, made its appearance at this
period. It was conducted by John P. Sheldon and
Ebenezer Reed, and was an able but very caustic
and personal journal.
The financial affairs of the Territory were not
satisfactory. The currency chiefly in vogue was
Ohio paper, (which was becoming of very poor
credit,) and private bills or shinplasters, which
very soon became much more abundant than the
prosperity of the country required. In parts where
the press had not penetrated, business was carried
on upon the system of barter, or " dicker" as it
was then called, and occasionally specific articles
became practically legal tenders. Among other
things it is related that in one community nests
of wooden bowls became current for small change,
as shingles were subsequently in the pine country.
There were financiers, nevertheless, who understood
their position ; and it is related of one shrewd
gentleman that, being in an adjoining State where
he was personally unknown, and where some of
his shinplasters circulated, he took part in the
abuse lavished on them, and induced some of his
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384 PRESIDENT MONROE FINANCE • JCHAP. X I I I . 
the 1 4th he  reviewed the troops. On that occasion 
Governor Cass, on  behalf of  the tate of N ew 
York, presented to General Alexander Macomb, 
a magn ificent  sword,  in honor of  his conduct at 
the Battle of Plattsburgh. Generals Brown and 
Wool  were present, and probably General McNei l ,  
as he went north soon after. The Detroit  Gazette, 
the first regu lar newspaper  of any permanence 
establ ished at Detroit, made i ts appearance at thi s  
period.  It  was conducted by John P. Sheldon and 
Ebenezer Reed, and was an able but ve ry caustic 
and personal j ou rnal . 
The financial affairs of  the Territory were not 
satisfactory. The currency chiefly i n  vogue was 
Ohio paper, (which was becoming of very poor 
credit,) and private bi l ls or  sh inplasters, which 
very soon became much more abundant than the 
p rosperity of the cou ntry requ i red.  In parts where 
the press had not penetrated, bus iness was carried 
on u pon the system of barter, o r  " dicker" as i t  
was then cal led, and occasionally specific articles 
became practical ly legal ten ders .  Among other 
things i t  i s  related that in one commun i ty nests 
of wooden bowls became current  for small change, 
as shingles were subsequ ently in the p ine country. 
There were financ iers, nevertheless, who understood 
the ir  posit ion ; and it  is r lated of ne shrewd 
gentleman that, be ing in an adj oin ing State where 
he was p rsonally unknown , and where some of 
his shinplasters c i rcu lated, he took part in the 
abus lavi hed on them, and induced som e of his 
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traducers to join with him in manifesting contempt
for such trash, by burning- it; — he setting the
example, by throwing a large parcel into the
tiames.
In the prospect of a future growth in popu-
lation, it was deemed proper to organize the
University, for which provision had been made
several years before. On the 26th day of August,
181 7, just after Monroe and Cass had departed
southward, an act was passed to incorporate the
Catholepistemiad or University of Michigania.
This institution, which was identical in law with
the present University, contained thirteen didaxiae
or professorships, which were sufficiently compre-
hensive. These were to embrace (i) catJiole-
pistemia, or universal science, the incumbent of this
chair being President; (2) anthropoglossica or
language, embracing all sciences relating thereto ;
(3) mathematics ; (4) physiognostica, or natural
history ; (5) physiosophica, or natural philosophy ;
(6) astronomy ; (7) chemistry ; (8) iatrica or
medical sciences ; (9 ) oecononiia, or economical
sciences; (10) ethics; (11) polemitactica, or military
sciences; (12) diegetica or historical sciences ; (13)
ejinoeica or intellectual sciences, embracing all the
episteninm or sciences relative to the minds of
animals, to the human mind, to spiritual existence,
to the Deity, and to religion, — the Didactor or
professor of this being Vice President. The
didactors or professors were to be appointed and
commissioned by the Ciovernor, — each might hold
25
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CHAP. X I  I I . ]  CAT HOLEP ISTEM I A D .  385 
tradu cers to JOm with him i n  man ifesti ng contempt 
for such trash , by bu rn ing i t ; - he settin·g the 
example, b) throwing a large parcel i n to the 
flames .  
I n  the prospect of a fu ture growth in  popu­
lation ,  i t  was deemed proper to organize the 
U nive rsi ty, for which provis ion had been made 
several years before .  On the 2 6th day of Augu st, 
1 8 1  7 ,  j u st after Monroe and Cas had departed 
sou th ward, an act was passed to i ncorporate the 
Catholepistemiad or U n ivers i ty of Mich igan ia. 
This i nst itu tion ,  which was identical in l aw with 
the present  U n iversi ty, contained thirteen didaxz'ac 
or professorships, which were sufficiently  compre­
hens ive .  These were to em brace ( I ) catlzole­
p£stemia, or u n iversal sc ience,  the i ncumbent  of this 
chair be i ng Presiden t  ; ( 2) anthropo glossica or 
language, embracing al l  sciences relating thereto : 
( 3 )  mathematics ; (4) plzysiog-nostica , or natu ral 
h istory ; ( S )  physiosophica , or natu ral phi losophy : 
(6) astronomy ; ( 7 )  chem istry ; (8)  iatrz'ca or 
medical sciences : (9 ) oeconomz·a, or economical 
c iences ; ( I o) ethics ; ( I  I )  po!emdactz'ca, or m il i tary 
sciences ; ( r 2 )  d£eg·et/ca or historical sciences : I 3 )  
ennoe£ca or i n tel lectual scien ces, embracing all the 
epz.stemum or ciences re lative to the m ind. - of 
ani mal , to the hu man mind,  to spiritual exi  tenc . 
to the eity ,  and to rel igion ,  - th D/dartor r 
professor of th i · be ing \ ice President. Th , 
didactors or profe sors were to be appoin ted and 
commissioned by the overnor - each mib·ht hold 
25 
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more than one chair, and their salaries were pay-
able out of the public treasury, the taxes being
increased 15 per cent, for that purpose. The
united faculty formed the corporation, with power
not only to regulate its concerns, but to establish
colleges, academies, schools, libraries, museums,
athenaeums, botanic, gardens, laboratories, and
other useful literary and scientific institutions con-
sonant to the laws of the United States of America
and of Michigan ; and to appoint teachers through-
out the counties, cities, towns, townships, and other
geographical divisions of Michigan. These sub-
ordinate instructors and instructrixes were also to
be paid from the treasury. Four lotteries were
authorized to raise funds. The students' fees were
not to exceed fifteen dollars a quarter for lectures,
ten dollars for classical, and six for ordinary in-
struction ; and the expense for poor students was
to come from the treasury. On the same day
the salaries of the professors were fixed at twelve
dollars and a half, instructors twenty-five dollars,
President twenty-five, and Vice President eighteen
dollars. Appropriations were made at the same
time to pay all of these, and a further sum of one
hundred and eighty dollars, to apply on lots and
building. A gift of two hundred dollars more was
made a few weeks later towards enclosing the
building.
This plan was adopted in view of movements
already begun, and it went at once into opera-
tion. Rev. John Monteith and Rev. Gabriel
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386 CA THOLEPISTEMIAD (CHAP. XIII . 
more than one  chair, and the ir  salaries were pay­
able out of the publ i c  treasu ry, the taxes being 
increased 1 5 per cen t. for that pu rpose .  The 
u nited facu lty formed the corporation ,  with power 
not only to regulate i ts concerns, but to establ ish 
coll eges, academies, schools, l ibraries ,  museums, 
athenaeums, botan ic ,  gardens, laboratories, and 
other  usefu l l i terary and sc ientific i nst itu tions  con­
sonant to the laws of the U n i ted States of America 
and of Michigan ; and to appoint  teachers through­
out the counties ,  c ities ,  towns, townships,  and other 
geographical divis ions  of l\1 ich igan .  These sub­
ordinate i nstructors and instructrixes were also to 
be paid from the treasu ry . Fou r lotteries were 
authorized to raise fu nds. The studen ts '  fees were 
not to exceed fifteen  dollars a quarter for lectu res, 
ten dollars for classical ,  and s ix for o rd inary i n­
struction ; and the expen se for poor students was 
to come from the treasury. On the same day 
the salaries of the professors were fixed at twelve 
dollars and a half, instructors twenty-five dol lars ,  
Pres ident twenty-five, and V ice  Presiden t  e ighteen  
dollars .  Approp riations were made at the same 
t ime to pay all of  these, and a fu rther sum of one 
hu ndred and e ighty dollars ,  to  apply on lots and 
bu i ld ing. A gift of two hundred dollars more was 
made a few weeks late r towards enclosing the 
bu i lding. 
This plan was adopted in view of movements 
al ready begun ,  and i t  wen t  at once i n to opera­
tion .  Rev. J ohn Montei th and Rev. Gabriel 
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Richard were appointed to the various professor-
ships, and they forthwith estabHshed primary
schools in Detroit, Monroe and Mackinaw, and a
classical academy and college in Detroit.
On the 29th of September, 1817, a treaty was
made at Fort Meigs, between Generals McArthur
and Cass and the Chippewas, Ottawas, Potawat-
amies, Wyandots, Shawanoes, Delawares and
Senecas ; whereby the Chippewas, Ottawas and
Potawatamies, in view of their attachment to that
church, and their desire to have their children
educated, gave to St. Anne's Church, Detroit, and
to the College of Detroit, each an undivided half
of six sections reserved to those nations by Hull's
treaty of 1807, — three of the sections being on the
Macon Reserve on the River Raisin, and the re-
mainder to be selected thereafter. There were
also many private gifts and subscriptions to estab-
lish the Detroit schools and College. One thou-
sand pounds ($2,500) was subscribed in a single
day in aid of the building. Probably the same
liberality prevailed in the other towns. From that
time on Detroit never lacked good schools. The
first University building was of brick, twenty-four
feet by fifty. It was used for school purposes
more than forty years.
The pedantry of this act, which was drawn by
Judge Woodward, and his selection of phrases
which are neither Greek, Latin nor English, led
to much ridicule. But the scheme itself was
approved, and carried out. It is by no means
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CHAP. X I I l . J  DONATI ONS. 3 8 7  
Richard were appointed to  the vanous professor­
ships, and they forthwith established primary 
schools i n  Detroit Mon roe and Mackinaw, and a 
classical academy and coll ege in  Detro i t. 
On the 2 9th of eptember r 8 1  7 ,  a treaty was 
made at Fort M eigs, between Generals McArthu r 
and Cass and the Chippewas, Ottawas, Potawat­
am1es Wya ndots, Shawanoes, Delawares and 
Senecas ; whereby the Chippewas Ottawas and 
Potawatamies, in view of the i r  attachment  to that 
chu rch, and the ir  des ire to have their chi ldren 
educated, gave to St. Anne ' s  Church, Detroit, and 
to the College of Detroit ,  each an undivided half 
of s ix sections reserved to those nations by Hul l ' s  
treaty of 1 807 ,  - three of the sections being on the 
Macon Reserve on the River Rai sin ,  and the re­
mainder to be selected thereafter. There were 
also many private gifts and subscriptions to estab­
l ish the Detroi t  schools and College. One thou ­
sand pou nds ($ 2 , 500) was subscribed in  a s ingle 
day in aid of the bui lding. Probabl; the same 
l iberal i ty prevai led in the other towns .  From that 
tim e  on Detroit never lacked good schools. The 
firs t  Un ivers i ty bu ilding was of brick, twenty-fou r 
feet by fi fty. I t  was used for school pu rpo e s  
more than forty years . 
The pedantry of  this act, which was drawn by 
Judge Woodward and his selection of phra es 
which are n i ther Greek, Lat in nor Engli h led 
to much r =d icu le. But the chem it el f wa 
approved, and carried out. It is  by no means 
388 UNIVERSITY. NEW COUNTIES. [Chap. XIII.
likely that he did very much more than put in
this questionable shape a plan already agreed on.
The other members of the Legislative Board were
as well educated as himself, and as zealous in the
interests of education. In many respects it is an
admirable system, but it was found afterwards
that it lacked accuracy and completeness, and was
not by any means perfect. When the Territorial
statutes underwent a general revision in 1 820-1,
this was replaced by a less pretentious act, and
it was never published by the Governor and
Judges except in the newspapers.
In considering the plan of the Catholepistemiacl,
the suspicion naturally arises that in providing for
a chair of catholepistemja, or universal science,
the worthy Chief Justice may perhaps in his
mind's eye have seen a new Bacon in the in-
cumbent, who would vary his judicial pursuits by
devising a newer Organon, and discourse to in-
genuous youth dc omnibus rebus ct quibusdani ab'is.
But Dts aliter visum. The Governor lacked ap-
preciation, and another received the office.
The land surveys had made such progress
that sales were ordered in the fall of 1818. All
the country to which the Indian title had been
ceded, or which contained settlements, was laid
out into counties. Macomb County was established
January 15th, 1818, and Michilimackinac, Brown
and Crawford, on the 26th of October, 1818.
Brown County took in the eastern part of Wis-
consin, with its county seat near the mouth of Fox
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388 l· N 1  E R S I T Y .  N E\\ COUNTIES.  [CHAP. X l l l .  
l ikely that h d id  e ry much more than pu t i n  
this questionabl e shape a plan already agreed on .  
The other  membe rs o f  the Legislative Board were 
as well edu cated as h imself, an� as zealous  i n  the 
i n terests of education .  I n  many respects it is an 
admirable ystem,  but i t  was fou nd afterwards 
that i t  lacked accuracy and completeness, and was 
not  by any means perfect .  When the Territorial 
statu tes un derwen t  a general revis ion in 1 8 20- 1 ,  
this was replaced by a less pretentious act, and 
i t  was never published by the Governor and 
Judges except in the newspapers.  
In considering the plan of the Catholepistemiad, 
the su spicion natu rally arises that i n  providing for 
a chair  of catholepistem,ia, or u niversal science, 
the worthy Chief J ustice may perhaps in his 
mind 's  eye have seen a new Bacon in the in­
cumbent, who would vary his j udicial pu rsu i ts by 
devis ing a newer Organon ,  and di scou rse to in­
genuou s youth de 01nn£bus rebus et quz"busdam a!iis. 
But  Dis aliter visunz .  The Governor lacked ap­
prec iation ,  and another  received the office. 
The land su rveys had made such progress 
that sales were ordered in the fall of l 8 l 8. All 
the cou ntry to which the I ndian tit le had been 
ceded, or which con ta ined se ttlemen ts, was laid 
out  i n to cou nties .  Macomb Cou nty was establ ished 
J anuary l 5 th, l 8 I , and Michi l imackinac, B rown 
and Crawford, on the 2 6th of October, 1 8 I 8 .  
Brown Coun ty took  in  the eastern part o f  Wis­
consin ,  with i ts cou n ty seat near the mouth of Fox 
Chap. XIII.] COUNTY AFFAIRS. PROSPERITY. 389
River; and Crawford County the western part,
with its county seat at Prairie du Chien.
On the 30th of May, 1818, the duties of man-
aging county affairs were tranferred to county com-
missioners, three of whom were to be appointed
in each county by the Governor.
The Territory was now in a very fair way of
growing. There were very few roads as yet, and
faciHties for land travel did not abound for many
years. But the business of Detroit was flourish-
ing, and the country, in spite of the report of the
surveyors, was believed to be worth seeking. The
lakes were not yet much navigated, and all trav-
ellers by water were obliged to take advantage
of occasional schooners, of small capacity. Never-
theless, the sums received in 181 7 for the carriage
of passengers over Lake Erie to Detroit amounted
to $15,000. This indicates a good business. The
military road had been finished about ten miles
beyond Monroe, and some travel came over that.
In 1 81 8 the exports of fish and cider amounted
to $60,000.
The ponies which abounded in the woods, were
very serviceable for travelling through the country
upon the trails. These tough and sagacious ani-
mals ran at large, and droves of them, branded,
usually, with the name of some owner or reputed
owner, were to be met everywhere near the set-
tlements. When the seasons were dry, they would
come in to the streams for water in large troops,
and sometimes in the night they would gallop
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C H AP. X I I I . ]  COUNTY AFFA I R  . P RO. PERITY.  3 8 9  
River ; and Crawford Cou nty the  western part, 
with i ts cou nty seat at Prairie du Chien .  
On the 30th of May r 8 r 8 ,  the du ties of man ­
aging cou nty affairs were tranferred to cou nty com­
miss ioners,  three of whom were to be appoin ted 
m each cou nty by th overnor.  
The Terri tory wa now in a very fair way of 
growing. There were v�ry few road as yet, and 
facil i ties for land travel did not abound for many 
years . But the business of Detroi t  was flou rish­
i ng, and the cou n try, in spite of the report of the 
su rveyors, was bel ieved to be worth seeki ng. The 
lakes were not yet much navigated, and all trav­
el le�s by water were obliged to take  advan tage 
of occasional schooners, of small capaci ty .  Never- · 
theless, the sums received in  r 8 r 7 for the carriage 
of passengers over Lake Erie to Detroit  amounted 
to $ r  5 ,000. This ind icates a good business. The 
m il itary road had been fi nished abou t ten miles 
beyond  Monroe, and some travel came over that. 
In I 8 I 8 the exports of fish and c ider amou nted 
to $60,000. 
The ponies which abounded i n  the woods, were 
very serviceable for travel l ing through the coun t!) 
upon the trai ls .  These tough and sagacious an i­
mals ran at large, and droves of them, branded, 
usual ly, with the name of ome own er or repu ted 
owner, were to be  met everywhere near the et­
tl ement . When the seasons were dry, they would 
come in to the stream for water in  lar he  troops, 
and . ometimes in th . ni ht  th y wou ld 0allop 
390 WILD HORSES. PACKING. TChap. XIII.
through the streets with a great clatter, but doing
no harm unless where salt barrels were left ex-
posed, when they would break them in to get at
the salt. On a journey they were usually span-
celled with a strap, or fettered, at night, and the
bell which each one wore was freed from the straw
which had bound the clapper through the day.
They rarely strayed far from a camp. They lived
on what they picked up on the road, and were
very free from the diseases which attack animals
more tenderly raised.
In March, 1818, shoes were sent up from Detroit
to Green Bay for the troops, by pack-horses.
That town had been garrisoned in September,
181 7, and the American jurisdiction had never be-
fore been exercised there effectually, unless by
Judge Reaume, whose authority seems to have
belonged to universal jurisprudence. The use of
pack-animals instead of vessels, shows the limited
extent of water carriage. The abundance of
horses, and the small expense of their sustenance,
made this less costly than might be supposed.
The winter carriage in the upper country was for
many years conducted by dogs, and people were
very expert in devising contrivances for their
animals. The pack-saddle was made of light
wood, so padded and shaped as not to gall the
horse's back or shoulders, and everything was dis-
pensed with which could be spared. It is not very
many years since Indian cavalcades of these pack-
horses were not unfrequently met in the forest,
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390 WILD HORSES. PACKI NG. f CHAP. X I II. 
through the streets with a great clatter, but doing 
no harm unless where salt barrels were left ex­
posed, when they would break them in to get at 
the sal t. On a journey they were usually span­
celled with a strap ,  or fette red, at n ight, and the 
bell which each one wore was freed from the straw 
which had bou nd the clapper through the day. 
They rarely strayed far from a camp. They l ived 
on what they picked up on the road, and were 
very free from the diseases which attack animals 
more tenderly raised. 
· 
I n  March, I 8 I 8 ,  shoes were sen t  up  from Detroit 
to Green Bay for  the troops, by pack-horses .  
That town had been garrisoned in  September, 
r 8 r 7 ,  and the American ju risdiction had never be­
fore been exercised there effectually, u nless by 
J udge Reaume, whose authority seems to have 
belonged to un iversal ju risprudence.  The use  of 
pack-animals i nstead of vessels ,  shows the l imited 
extent  of water carriage. The abundance of 
hor:ses, and the small expense of their sustenance,  
made this less cost ly than might be supposed. 
The winter carriage in the upper cou ntry was for 
many years conducted by dogs, and people were 
very expert in  devising contrivances for  their 
animals. The pack-saddle  was made of l ight 
wood, so padded and shaped as not to gall the 
horse's back or shoulders ,  and everything was dis­
pensed with which could be spared. It i s  not very 
many years since Indian cavalcades of these pack­
horses were not unfrequently met i n  the forest, 
Chap. XIII.] WAYS OF TRAVELLERS. 391
carrying the tent-poles and other movables of the
wigwam, and the utensils of all sorts belonging to
the household, with more or less of the members
of the family perched on the pack-saddle, or
peering out from the loading.
On these journeys, travellers, of whatever rank,
were compelled to take such provisions as were
least burdensome. Hulled corn was one of the
staples, and this, with a modicum of fat meat or
tallow, was the chief reliance of voyageurs and
engages. Maple sugar was largely used with the
corn. Such game, fish, fruit, or other articles as
were found along the road, were welcome additions
to the frugal meal. A common form of condensed
food was called praline, composed of parched corn,
pounded fine and mixed with maple sugar. Corn
was also used by the French and Indians in the
form of a soup or broth called medaininabo. All
wise travellers who could afford it took alone a
generous supply of tea, and after their evening
meal and copious draughts from their tin cups,
they rolled themselves up in their blankets, with
a saddle or log for their pillow, and slept soundly
with no other shelter.
The population had now reached the number
authorized under the Ordinance to form a repre-
sentative orovernment. It having^ been submitted
to a popular vote in the spring of 1818, whether
this step should be taken, it was voted down by
a large majority. It is difficult for us, who have
been educated under a system of self-government
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CaAP. XIII . ]  WAYS OF TR.A VELLERS. 39 1 
carrying the tent-poles and other movables of the 
wigwam, and the u tensils of all sorts belonging to 
the household, with more or less of the members 
of the family perched on the pack-saddle ,  or 
peering out from the loading. 
On these journeys, travellers, of whatever rank, 
were compelled to take such provisions as were 
least bu rdensome. H ulled corn was one of the 
staples, and this. with a modicum of fat meat or 
tallow, was the chief rel iance of voyageurs and 
engages. Maple sugar was largely used with the 
corn. Such game, fish, frui t, or other articles as 
were found along the road, were welcome additions 
to the frugal meal . A common form of condensed 
food w�s called praline, composed of parched corn ,  
pou nded fine and m ixed with maple sugar. Corn 
was also used by the French and Indians i n  the 
form of a soup or broth called medam-inabo. All 
wise travellers who could afford it took along a 
generous supply of  tea, and after their evening 
meal and copious draughts from their  tin cups, 
they rol led themselves up in  their blankets,  with 
a saddle or log for their p illow, and slept soundly 
with no other shel ter. 
The population had now reached the number 
au thorized under the Ordinance to form a repre­
sentative government. I t  having been submitted 
to a popular vote in the spring of I r 8, w heth r 
this  step shou ld be taken, i t  was voted down by 
a large majority. It is difficu lt for u , who have 
been educated u nder a system of self-government 
392 POPULAR (GOVERNMENT REJECTED. [Chap. XIII.
to comprehend the feeHngs of those who have
been brought up under a paternal government.
The brief period of representation in the Assem-
bly of the Northwest Territory had not habituated
the French settlers to our notions, and the absence
of any local system in township and county ad-
ministration left them entirely ignorant of its ad-
vantages. Those who reached middle age before
the people in the Territory became entitled to
vote for their own officers, were not always pleased
with the change, and some of them, who survived
to a very recent period, never ceased to sigh for
the good old days, when the commanding officer
was the whole government.
General Cass was in advance of any states-
man of his time in his ideas of popular inter-
ference in the selection of all grades of public
officers. There is much difference of opinion now
concerning the policy of electing by general vote
those officers whose functions are not representa-
tive. He adhered to the doctrine with tenacity,
that the people should have a direct voice in ap-
pointments generally ; and some matters which,
in his subsequent national career, were occasions
of difficulty and opposition, were the direct results
of his consistency in his opinions on this subject.
A man who occupied such offices as he filled at
various times can rarely be dealt with impartially,
until the political excitements and prejudices of
the period have been removed. But it is due to
his memory by all candid men, whether political
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to comprehend the feel ings of those who have 
been brought up  under a pate rnal government .  
The brief period of representation in the Assem­
bly of the Northwest Territory had not habituated 
the French settl ers to ou r notions, and the absence 
of any local system in township and county ad­
m i ni stration left th em enti rely ignoran t of i ts ad­
vantages .  Those who reached m iddle age before 
the people in the Territory became entitled to 
ote for their  own officers, were not always pleased 
with the change, and some of them, who su rvived 
to a very recent  period, never ceased to sigh for 
the good old days, when the commanding officer 
was the whole government. 
General Cass was i n  advance of any s tates­
man of his time  in his ideas of popular i n ter­
f erence in the select ion of all grades of publ ic  
office rs .  There i s  much difference of opinion now 
concerning the pol icy of electing by general vote 
those officers whose fu nctions are not representa­
tive .  He  adhered to the doctrine with tenacity, 
that the people should  have a d i rect voice in ap­
pointments generally ; and some · matte rs which ,  
m his subsequen t national career, were occasions 
of difficu l ty and opposit ion ,  were the d irect resul ts 
of his consistency in  his opinions on th is subject. 
A man who occupied such offices as he fil led at 
variou s times can rarely be dealt with impartial ly, 
unt il the poli tical excitemen ts and prejudices of 
the . period have been removed . B u t  i t  i s  due to 
his memory by al l candid men, whether  pol i tical 
Chap. XIII.]
GENERAL CASS. 393
adherents or opponents, to admit that he was not
only a patriotic and energetic officer, but above
all things a sincere and devoted admirer and up-
holder of America and American institutions.
When we look at the circumstances attending the
early existence of the Territory, and the difficul-
ties besetting its progress, the importance and
value of his services as Governor can hardly be
exaggerated.
The difficulties of the Legislative Board might
very well have disposed him to desire a change
in its composition. With too much good humor
and good sense to become involved in any per-
sonal difficulties, the want of harmony between
his judicial associates, and the occasional present-
ation, as an excerpt from the laws of other States,
of such a piece of language run mad as the
charter of the Catholepistemiad, must have been
sorely annoying. That queer production was
acted upon in his absence, though not against his
wishes. He was prompt in aiding to endow the
University ; but the two soldiers who negotiated
the Treaty of Fort Meigs had some respect for
good English, and named their beneficiary the
College of Detroit. It would have tried the skill
of some of the interpreters to turn that mixture
of jargons into the dialects of the woods.
In March, 1818, the people were called upon
to perform another solemn duty. It had been a
matter of much difficulty to identify or bury any
of the victims of Winchester's unfortunate mas-
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CH AP. X II I . ]  GEN ER AL CA S .  393 
adherents or  opponents, to adm it that he was not  
only a patriot i c and energetic officer, bu t above 
all things a s incere and devoted admirer and up­
holder of America and American ins ti tu tions .  
When we look at the circum stances attending the 
early existence of the Terri tory, and the difficu l ­
t ies besetti ng i ts progress, the importance and 
value  of h is  services as Governor can hardly be 
exaggerated .  
The difficul ties of the Legislative Board might 
very well have disposed him to desire a change 
in  i ts compos1t 1on .  Wi th too much good humor 
and good sense to become involved in any per­
sonal d ifficul ties ,  the want of harmony between 
his  j udicial associates, and the occasional present­
at ion,  as an excerpt from the laws of other  States, 
of such a piece of language run mad as the 
charter of the Catholepistemiad, must have been 
sorely annoying. That queer  production was 
acted upon i n  his absence, though not against  his 
wishes. He was prompt i n  aiding to endow the 
Un ivers i ty ; bu t the two soldiers who negotiated 
the Treaty of Fort Meigs had some respect for 
good Engl i sh, and named the i r  beneficiary the 
College of Detroi t . I t  wou ld have tried the ski l l  
of some of the i n terprete rs to tu rn that mixtu re 
of jargons i n to the d ialects of the woods .  
In March, r 8 I 8,  the people were cal led upon 
to perform anothe r solemn du ty. I t  had been a 
matter of much d ifficu l t) to ident ify or bu ry any 
of the victims  of W i nchester' s un fortu nate mas-
394 HONORS TO CAPTAIN HART IChap. XIIl.
sacre at the Raisin ; and, after all their efforts,
the authorities were only able to determine the
burial place of Captain Hart. His fate had been
singularly sad, and no one had been more la-
mented. He was not singular in his self-devo-
tion, for in that all his companions were like him.
But his admirable personal qualities, and his
promise of eminence, as well as the peculiar
circumstances of his death, made his name con-
spicuous. Left behind at Frenchtown after the
British went to Maiden, and not being sent for
by a personal friend who had promised to send
for him, and who was under obligations for kind
care during his own sickness, he was finally slain
while on the road to Maiden, by reason of a
dispute between his guides. When it became
practicable to perform the last honors to his mem-
ory, a meeting was called, at which the Governor
presided, and preparations were made for his re-
interment at Detroit, with all due solemnity. A
committee of the principal citizens made the
necessary preparations, and on the 17th of March
his funeral rites were celebrated, with all the
tokens of respect and sorrow which were due to
him, not only for his own sake, but as a repre-
sentative of the noble dead whose lives had been
spent for the people who now mourned him.
The 27th day of August. 181 8, was a day long
remembered in Detroit. On that day the first
steamboat made its appearance on the Strait. The
steamboat Walk-in-the-Water, (whether named
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sacre at the Rais in ; and,  after all thei r efforts, 
the authori ties were only abl e to determ ine the 
bu rial place of Captain Hart. H is  fate had been 
singularly sad , and no one had been more la­
mented. He was not s ingu lar i n  his sel f-devo­
tion ,  fo r in that al l his com pan ions were l ike him .  
But  h i s  admi rable personal qual i ties ,  and  his 
promise of eminence, as well  as the pecul iar 
c ircumstances of  h is  death, made his name con­
spicuous. Left beh ind at Frenchtown after the 
B rit i sh went to Malden,  and not being sent for 
by a personal friend who had promised to send 
for h im ,  and who was u nder obl igations for kind 
care du ring his own s ickness, he was final ly slain  
while on the road to Malden,  by  reason of a 
dispu te between his gu ides .  When i t  became 
practicable to  perform the last honors to  h i s  mem­
ory, a meeting was called,  at which the Governor 
presided, and preparations were made for h is  re­
intermen t at Detroi t, with all due solemn i ty. A 
com mittee of the princ ipal c itizens made the 
necessary preparations,  and on the I 7 th of March 
his fu neral rites were celebrated, with al l the 
tokens of respect and sorrow which were due to 
him, not only for his own sake, bu t as a repi:e­
sentative of the noble dead whose l iv�s had been 
spent  for the people who now mourned h im.  
The 2 7 th day of August, I 8 I 8 ,  was a day long 
remembered in Detroit .  On that day the first 
steamboat made its appearance on the Strai t. The 
steamboat \Valk-in-the-Water, (whether named 
Chap. XIII.] THE FIRST STEAMBOAT.
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from the Wyandot chief, or for her own qualities,
is uncertain,) arrived on that - day from Buffalo,
with a large load of passengers. She was built
at Black Rock, and when completed was taken
up to Buffalo against the strong current, not by
her own motive power, which had not yet been
tried, but by what Commodore Blake facetiously
called the "horned breeze," several yokes c^
strong oxen towing her up safely/
The Indians had received early intelligence
that a great ship drawn by sturgeons was to
make its appearance in the Detroit River, and
when the steamer glided up the stream without
any visible means of progress, the red men
swarmed along the shore and filled the air with
their noisy shouts of wonder.
Henceforth the way was clear for the west-
ward-bound pioneers. The land was put in mar-
ket that season, and purchases were made of con-
siderable amounts by actual settlers. The weekly
trips of the steamboat brought up full loads of
passengers, on some occasions as many as a hun-
dred. The steamers were then considered large
which to-day would appear too small for even
» General Whiting, in d. jeti d^ esprit entitled "The Age of Steam,"
read at a F'ourth of July steamboat ride, in iS.^o, refers to this:
" And where was e'er the modern wight.
Who, though possessed of second sight.
Twice eight years since could see a boat
Within the shadowy future float?
Or see one lying at Black Rock,
(For Buffalo then had no dock,)
Compelled to lay the Straits below.
T'U 'horn-breeze' or a storm should blow."
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from the Wyandot chief, or for her own qual ities, 
is uncertain ,) arrived on that , day from Buffalo, 
with a large load of passengers. She was bu i l t  
at Black Rock, and when com pleted was taken 
up to Buffalo against the strong cu rrent, not by 
her own motive power, which had not yet been 
tried, bu t  by what Commodore Blake facetiously 
called the " horned breeze, " several yokes of 
strong oxen towing her  up safely. 1 
The Indians had received early intell igence 
that a great ship drawn by stu rgeons was to 
make its appearance i n  the Detroi t  River, and 
when the steamer glided up the stream w ithout 
any visible means of progress, the red men 
swarmed along the shore and fil led the air with 
thei r noisy shou ts of wonder. 
Henceforth the way was clear for the west­
ward-bou nd pioneers .  The land was put  in mar­
ket that season, and purchases were made of con­
siderable amounts by actual settlers .  The weekly 
trips of the steamboat brought up full loads of 
passengers,  on some occasions  as many as a hu n­
dred. The steamers were then cons idered large 
which to-day would appear too small for even 
1 General Whiting, in  a jeu d'esprit enti tled " The Age  of  Steam,' '  
read at a Fourth of July steamboat ride, i n  1 830, refers to  this : 
" A nd where was e'er the modern wight , 
Who, though possessed of second sight , 
Twice eight years si nce could see a boat 
W i th i n  the shadowy future float ? 
Or see one lying at Black Rock , 
( For Buffalo then had no <lock ,) 
C o m pelled to lay the Stra i ts below, 
Ti I \  ' horn-breeze , or a storm should blow . "  
396 IMMIGRATION. SYMMES'S HOLE. [Chap. XIII.
roueh river service, and would seem insignificant
beside the smallest lake boats. The Erie canal
was not yet built, and those who embarked at
Buffalo had traversed a long road in wagons or
on foot. Many, too, landed in Ohio, whence very
few passengers then came across the lake to De-
troit. The suddenness and magnitude of the first
general movement towards Michigan was a sur-
prising evidence of the restless energy of the
American people. Very little foreign population
came in those days across the lake. Most of the
settlers were natives of New York or New Eng-
land.
It was during this year that Captain John Cleves
Symmes propounded his theory of a pleasant and
habitable reeion within the earth, accessible from
a large opening near the Arctic Circle, and pro-
posed to organize a party to explore and possess
it. As he was once familiarly known in the North-
west Territory and Detroit, this important incident
should not be overlooked. For some reason
" Symmes's Hole" did not divert emigration from
the better known western country.
The first permanent Protestant church in the
Territory was organized at Detroit in 1818, and
called the " First Protestant Society." Its member-
ship was made up of persons belonging to several
bodies of Christians, and it was not denominational
in its form, so that ministers of various opinions
officiated at different periods. Mr. Monteith was
the first setded pastor. Before that time there
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rough river se rvice ,  and would seem ins ignificant 
beside the smallest lake boats . The Erie canal 
was not yet bu i l t , and those who embarked at 
Buffalo had traversed a long road in  wagons  or 
on foot. Many, too, landed in Ohio, whence very 
few passengers then  came across the lake to De� 
troit .  The sudden ness and magn itude of the fi rs t  
general movement  towards Michigan was a su r­
pris ing eviden ce of the res tless energy of the 
American people .  Very l i tt le foreign population 
came in  those days across the lake. Most  of the 
settlers were natives of New York or New Eng­
land .  
I t  was du ring th is  year that Capta in  J ohn Cleves 
Symmes propou nded his theory of a pleasant  and 
habi table region wi thin the earth, accessibl e from 
a large ope n ing near the Arctic Circle ,  and pro­
posed to organ ize a party to explore and possess 
i t . As h� was once famil iarly known in the North­
west Territory and Detroit, thi s  important  i nc ident  
shoul d  not  be overlooked. For some reason 
" Symmes's H ole" d id not  d ivert emigration from 
the bette r k nown western cou n try. 
The fi rs t  perman ent  Protestant  church in the 
Te rritory was organ ized at Detroi t  i n  I 8 I 8, and 
cal led the ' ' Fi rst Protestan t Society . ' '  I ts member­
ship was made up  of persons  belonging to several 
bodies of Chri stians ,  and it was not denominational 
in i ts form, so that min iste rs of various opin ions 
officiated at d ifferen t  periods .  M r. Monteith was 
the first  settled pastor. Before that time there 
Chap. XIII. J CHURCHES. 1NDIA^ TREATIES. 39 7<
had been occasional services of different churches,
and the Society which finally became incorporated
had been informally organized in 1816. Methodist
clergy had visited Detroit earlier, and perhaps
some others, but no sociedes had been formed.
Episcopal services had been held by lay-reading,
at which Dr. William McDowell Scott generally
officiated as reader; and the Reverend Richard
Pollard of Sandwich, very soon after the American
possession, performed clerical dudes in bapdsms,
marriages, and burials, among the members of the
Episcopal Church, and others who desired his
services. In 1822, the Methodist church became
incorporated. In 1824, St. Paul's Episcopal Church
was organized. Other churches followed, and the
First Protestant Society became a Presbyterian
church, and is sdll exisdng as such.
In September, 18 18, the Wyandots exchanged
their reserves at Brownstown and Monguagon for
one further back on the Huron River, where they
remained several years. In 1819, a treaty was
held at Saginaw, whereby the country from near
Kalamazoo to the head of Thunder Bay River
was ceded to the United States, except a number
of special reservadons, partly for individuals and
partly for bands or villages. In June and July,
1820, sixteen square miles were ceded at the Sault
Ste Marie, as well as the St. Mardn Islands in
Lake Huron, containing gypsum. In 182 1, a
cession was obtained of all the land south ot
Grand River and north of St. Joseph's River, and
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C H AP. Xl l l . J C H U R C H ES. l N D l Al\ TR E TI E . 
had been occas ional services of differen t  chu rches, 
and the Society which finally became in corporated 
had been i nformal ly organi zed in I 8 I 6. Methodist 
clergy had vis i ted Detroi t  earl ier ,  and perhap 
some others, bu t no societies had been formed.  
Episcopal se rvices had been held by lay- reading 
at which Dr. W il l iam McDowell cott generally 
officiated as reader  ; and the Reverend Richard 
Pol lard of  Sandwich, very soon after the American 
possession, performed clerical du ties in  baptisms, 
marriages, and burial s , among the members of the 
Episcopal Church, and others who desi red his 
services. In 1 8 2 2 , the M ethodist  chu rch became 
i ncorporated . I n  1 8 2 4, St .  Paul ' s  Episcopal Chu rch 
was organized. Other chu rches followed and the 
Fi rst  Protes tant  Soc iety became a Presbyterian 
church, and is still exist ing as such. 
In September, I 8 I 8 ,  the Wyandots exchanged 
their reserves at  B rownstown and Monguagon fo r  
one  fu rther  back on  the H u ron  River, whe re they 
remained several years. I n  r 8 r 9 ,  a treaty wa 
held at  Saginaw, whereby the coun try from near 
Kalamazoo to the head of Thu nder Bay River 
was ceded to the Un i ted States. except a nu mbe r 
of special reservations, partly for i ndiv iduals and 
partly for bands or v il lages .  In  June  and J u ly, 
r 20, ixteen square m iles were ceded at th e au l t  
te Marie ,  as well as  the t .  Martin I s la nd m 
Lake H u ron ,  con tai n i ng gypsum .  In 1 2 I a 
cession was obtained of al l  the land sou th of 
Grand River and north of St .  J oseph's River and 
398 DELEGATES TO CONGRESS. [Chap. XIII.
Other lands, whereby, except for a small tract south
of the St. Joseph, and particular reserves, there
remained no unceded land in the Lower Peninsula,
except north of Grand River, and north and west
of the head of Thunder Bay River. The necessities
of the people were provided for, as far as would
be required for a long time.
The election of a delegate to Congress was,
by the original ordinance, to follow the legislative
organization, and not to precede it. But inasmuch
as the population was large enough to warrant it,
Congress, in the Spring of 1819, provided that
the citizens of Michigan might elect a delegate, by
a plurality vote of the free white male citizens
over the age of 21, who had resided in the
Territory one year and paid a county or Terri-
torial tax. The first delegate chosen was William
Woodbridge, Secretary of the Territory ; (who
seems to have retained his Territorial office, but
who soon resigned the other ;) and Solomon Sibley
was chosen in his place in 1820. Judge Sibley
held the office until 1823, when he was succeeded
by the Reverend Gabriel Richard, Rector of St.
Anne's Catholic Church. It is not often that a
gentleman of his profession has appeared in
Congress. He was a faithful and diligent repre-
sentative, and performed his duties to the gene-
ral satisfaction. This being the only elective
office of the Territory, and there being no scope
for the ordinary political struggles, there was
generally a good deal of excitement and contro-
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398 DELEGATES TO CONGRESS. [CHAP. XIII . 
other lands, whereby, except for a small tract south 
of the St. J oseph, and particular rese rves, there 
remained no u nceded land in  the Lower Pen insu la, 
except north of Grand River, and north and west 
of the head of Thu nder Bay River. The necessities 
of the people were provided for, as far as would 
be requ i red for a long time .  
The election of  a delegate to Congress was, 
by the original ordinance ,  to fol low the legislative 
organization ,  and not to precede i t. But  i nasmuch 
as the popu lation was large enough to warrant  i t  
Congress, i n  the Spring of r 8 I 9, provided that 
the citizens of Michigan might elect a delegate, by 
a plu rali ty vote of the free white male citizens 
over the age of 2 1 ,  who had resided in  the 
Territory one year and paid a coun ty or  Terri­
torial tax . The first  delegate chosen was Wil l iam 
Woodbridge, Secretary of the Te rritory ; (who 
seems to have retained his Territorial office, but 
who soon resigned the other ; )  and Solomon Sibley 
was chosen in his place in I 8 20. Judge Sibley 
held the office u ntil I 8 2 3 ,  when he was su cceeded 
by the Reverend Gabriel Richard ,  Rector of St. 
Anne 's  Catholic Chu rch. It  i s  not often that a 
gentleman of his profession has appeared m 
Congress. H e  was a faithful  and dil igent  repre­
sentative, and performed his du ties to the gene­
ral satisfaction . This being the only elective 
office of the Territory, and the re being no scope 
for the ordinary pol it ical struggles, there wa 
generally a good deal of excitement and contro-
Chap. XIII.] EXCITING ELECTIONS 399
versy, which was at first rather personal than po-
Htical. But the candidates were all usually well
qualified, and any of them would have done suffi-
cient credit to his constituents. Father Richard's
antagonist in 1823 was General John R. Williams.
Austin E. Wing, Major John Biddle, Lucius Lyon,
and George W. Jones, were at different periods
incumbents of this office. In 1827, the Secretary
of the Territory, Mr. Woodbridge, and Robert Ab-
bott, Treasurer, in canvassing the Inspectors' re-
turns, undertook to anticipate the prerogatives of
Congress, and to discuss and determine upon the
validity and regularity of the election, and of
votes cast in various places, and gave Mr. Wing
the certificate by the result of this process. The
Legislative Council appointed a committee to in-
vestigate the matter, who animadverted severely
on the excess of jurisdiction, but questioned the
power of the Council to deal adequately with,
officers appointed by the United States. At this
time there was a violent personal — rather than
strictly party — feeling arising, which had been bit-
ter during the election, and which was probably
for a few years extreme in proportion to the
small field open to its operation, and the absence
of well-defined party issues. It was afterwards
in other ways not without serious mischiefs, which
cannot be discussed or understood now as
fully as might, on some accounts, be desirable.
There are still living many persons interested in
the contest, and more or less affected by its pas-
sions and prejudices.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
24
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. X IIl . j EXCITING ELECTIOK 399 
versy, which was at firs t  rather personal than po­
l i tical . But  the candidates were al l  usual ly well 
qualified, and any of  them would have done suffi­
cien t  credit to his const ituen ts. Father Richard's 
antagon ist i n  1 8 2 3  was General John R. Will iams.  
Austin E. Wing, Major  John B iddle ,  Lucius Lyon .  
and  George · W .  Jon es ,  were a t  different  periods 
incu mben ts of this office. I n  1 8 2 7, the Secretary 
of the Territory, M r. Woodbric!ge, and Robert Ab­
bott, Treasurer, in canvass ing the I nspectors' re­
tu rns, u ndertook to anticipate the prerogatives of 
Congress, and to discuss and determine  upon the 
val idity and regulari ty of the election ,  and of 
votes cast in variou s places, and gave M r. Wing 
the certificate by the resu l t  of th is p rocess .  The 
Legislative Cou nci l  appoin ted a committee to i n ­
vestigate the matter, who animadverted severely 
on  the excess of ju risdiction ,  bu t questioned the 
power of the Cou ncil to deal adequately with 
officers appoin ted by the U ni ted States. At th is 
time there was a violen t  personal-rather than 
strictly party-feel ing arising, which had been bit­
ter during the election ,  and which was probably 
for a few years extrem e in proportion to th 
small field open to i ts operation and the absence 
of well-defin ed party issues .  I t  was afte rwards 
in other ways not  withou t serious mischiefs ,  which 
can not be discussed or understood now a 
fully as might, on  some accou nts ,  be desirable .  
There are sti l l  l iving many persons i n terested in  
the con test, and more or  less  affected b) its pas­
sions and prejud ices. 
400 BANK. EXPLORING EXPEDITION. |Chap. XIU
In 1819 the Bank of Michigan was organized,
which, during its many years' existence, was a very
important instrument in the financial affairs of
the country. Its organization gave rise to a suit
to determine what power the Territory had to
charter private corporations ; but the courts never
felt any serious difficulty in determining that ter-
ritories have the same need of the instrumentali-
ties of business as States, and have authority to
avail themselves of, and secure to their people,
all the means required to further the wants of
civilization.
In the summer of 181 9 the Walk-in-the-Water
made the first steam voyage to Mackinaw, with a
large load of passengers and freight, making the
round trip from Buffalo and back in twelve days.
Its cargo was reckoned worth ^200,000. At this
time there were no post roads in the Territory —
the first one having been established in 1820, to
Pontiac and Mount Clemens.
In 1820 Governor Cass organized an expedi-
tion to explore the country through the upper
lakes to the head of the Mississippi. This explora-
tion had important results, and was of scientific
as well as political value. The population, al-
though increasing fast in the last two or three
years, had only reached 8,765, and it was thought
desirable to take all practicable measures to ob-
tain and publish a knowledge of the country and
its resources, to invite settlements.
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4 00 BAN K .  EX P LO R I N G  EX P E D I TI O N .  lCHAP.  X l l l  
I n  I 1 9  the Bank of Michigan was organ ized,  
which ,  during i t  many years '  existence, was a very 
importan t  instrument i n  the financial affairs of 
the cou ntry. I ts organization gave rise to a su i t  
to  determine what power the Territory had to 
charter private corporations ; bu t the cou rts never 
fel t  any serious difficu l ty in  dete rmin ing that ter­
ritories have the same need of the i ns trumental i ­
t ies of business as States, and have au thority to 
avail themselves of, and secure to the ir  people ,  
al l  the means requ i red to further the wants of 
civi l ization .  
I n  the summer of r 8 r 9 the \V alk- in - the-vVater  
made the fi rs t  s team voyage to Mackinaw, with a 
large load of  passengers and fre ight, making the 
round trip from Buffalo and back in twelve days. 
I ts cargo was reckoned worth $200,000. At this 
t ime there were no post roads in the Territory­
the firs t  one having been establ ished in I 8 20, to 
Pontiac and Mount  Clemens .  
In r 8 20 Governor Cass organized an expedi ­
t ion to xplore the country through the upper 
lakes to the head of  the M ississ ippi .  Th is explora­
t ion had importan t  resul ts, and was of scien tific 
as well as pol i tical value .  The popu lation , al ­
though increasing fast in  the last two or  three 
year had only reached , 7 65 , and i t  wa thought 
desirable to take al l practicable mea ure to ob­
tain  an d publ ish a knowledge of the cou ntry and 
i ts resou rces ,  to invite settlement  . 
Chap. XIIl.J CASS'S FIRST NORTHERN EXPEDITION. 401
The expedition left Detroit on the 24th of May,
1820. Its members were Governor Cass, Dr.
Alexander Wolcott physician, Captain D. B. Doug-
lass engineer, Lieutenant Aeneas Mackay command-
ing the soldiers, James Duane Doty secretary to
the expedition. Major Robert A. Forsyth Gover-
nor's secretary, Henry R. Schoolcraft geologist
and topographer, Charles C. Trowbridge assistant
topographer, and Alexander R. Chace.
They performed their journey in bark canoes,
of the size and pattern used in the fur trade,
where for more than a century the burden had
been fixed at four tons, and the size a little over
five fathoms and a half in length by one in
breadth. These light craft were proved by expe-
rience to be superior to all others for exploring
purposes. At Mackinaw they divided the com-
pany and the freight among four such canoes, and
took besides a twelve-oared barge with an addi-
tional escort, to the Sault, where the Indians were
reported unfriendly. The British at this time had
fortified Drummond's Island, which was then dis-
puted territory, and had made it the centre of
their dealings with the Indians, in the United
States as well as in Canada. In 181 6, immedi-
ately after the war, Thomas, the great Menominie
chief, went through Mackinaw, on his way to ob-
tain the usual presents from tlie British, and was
somewhat surprised that Major Puthuff, the com-
mandant, did not treat him with hospitality alter
he told his errand. He returned to the island
26
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CHAP. XI I I . ] CASS'S FI RST N O RT H ER N  E X P EDIT I  N .  4 0 1  
The expedit ion left Detroi t  on  the 24th of  May, 
1 8 20.  I ts members were Governor  Cass, Dr. 
Alexander Wolcott physician ,  Captain D .  B.  Doug­
lass engineer, Lieu tenant  Aeneas Mackay command­
ing the soldiers ,  James Duane Doty secretary to 
the xpedition ,  Majo r  Robert A. Forsyth Gover­
nor 's  secre tary, Hen ry R. Schoolcraft geologist  
and topographer, Charles  C .  Trowbridge assistan t 
topographe r, and Alexander R .  Chace . 
They performed their j ou rney i n  bark canoes, 
of the s ize and patte rn u sed i n  the fu r  trade, 
where for  more than a centu ry the bu rden  had 
been fixed at four tons ,  and the size a l i ttle over 
five fathoms and a half i n  length by one i n  
breadth . These l ight c raft were proved by  expe­
rience to be superior  to all others for explori ng 
purposes. At  Mack inaw they d iv ided the com­
pany and the fre ight among fou r such canoes, and 
took besides a twelve-oared barge with an addi­
t ional escort, to the Saul t, where the I ndians  were 
reported u n friendly. The B rit ish at  th is  t ime had 
fortified Drummond's  I sland, which was then  dis­
puted terri tory, and had made i t  the centre of 
the ir  deal i ngs with the I ndians, in the Un ited 
States as well as in Canada. In  r 8 I 6, immedi ­
ately after the war, Thomas, the great Menomin ie 
chief, went  throu ·h Mackinaw,  on his way to ob­
tai n  the usual p resen ts from the B rit ish ,  and " a s 
somewhat su rprised that Major  Pu thuff the c m­
mandant, d id not treat h im with hospital i ty a ft r 
he told h is  errand .  H e  retu rned to the island 
2 6  
402
CHIEF THOMAS. THE SAULT. [Chap. XIH.
from the Ste. Marie's River very much mortified
by the cold treatment of the British agents, who for
a time, (though a very short one) curtailed or sus-
pended their gifts. The proud spirit of the chief
was so wounded by this that he shut himself up
in his wigwam and drank himself to death. He
was buried at Mackinaw with much respect, as -he
was a very able and high-minded man, who is
said to have had a majestic presence, and a mag-
netic influence over all who met him. The prac-
tice of making presents was soon renewed, and
when Governor Cass's party reached the Sault,
they found themselves among enemies. No
American possession had been maintained since
the war.
The party arrived on the 14th of June, and
found that the village on the American side then
consisted of from 15 to 20 buildings, occupied by
^VG or six French and English families, among
whom was the family of John Johnston, before
mentioned as having aided the English during
the war. On the other side, the Northwest Com-
pany had a factory, and had provided a system of
boat lockao^e in the narrow channel near the Ca-
nadian shore, to accommodate their large business.
The savages were practically under their control.
The American side was occupied by the F'rench
very early, and, as previously mentioned, had been
granted to Repentigny, whose fort was standing
during the Pontiac war, but was long since aban-
doned.
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402 C H I EF T H OMAS. T H E  SAU LT. [CHAP. X I I I .  
from the Ste. Marie ' s  River very much mortified 
by the cold treatment of the Bri tish · agen ts ,  who for 
a t ime ,  ( though a very short one) cur"tai led or  sus­
pended the ir  gifts. The proud sp iri t  of the chief 
was so wou nded by this that he shut  himself up 
i n  his wigwam and drank himself to  death. He 
was bu ried at Mackinaw with much respect, as  · he 
was a very able and h igh-minded man,  who is  
said to have had a maj est ic presence ,  and a mag­
ne ti c  i nfluence over all who met  h im.  The prac­
tice of maki ng presen ts was soon renewed, and 
when Governor Cass' s party reached the Sau l t, 
they found themselves among enemies .  No 
American possess ion had been main tained s ince 
the war. 
The party arrived on the I 4th of  J une ,  and 
found  that the v il lage on the American side then 
consisted of from r 5 to 20 bui ldings, occu p ied by 
five or six French and English famil ies, among 
whom was the family of J ohn Johnston before 
mentioned as having aided the English duri ng 
the war. On  the other s ide,  the Northwest Com­
pany had a factory, and had provided a system of 
boat lockage in the narrow channe l  near the Ca­
nadian shore, to accommodate the ir  large lJusiness .  
The savages were p ractically u nder the ir  con tro l .  
The American s ide was occupied by the Fren ch 
very early, and ,  as p reviously men tioned, had been 
granted to Repentigny, whose fort was standing 
during the Pontiac war,  bu t was long s ince aban­
doned.  
Chap. XIII.] CASS REMOVES BRITISH FLAG. 403
One object of this expedition was to establish
a new fort ; and it was deemed advisable to hold
a council with the Indians, to ascertain and ao-ree
upon the bounds of the old concession. A coun-
cil was held at the Governor's tent on the i6th.
The Indians were surly, and not disposed to re-
member that any concession had ever been made ;
and some of the chiefs intimated that they might
be disposed to allow civil setdements, but that a
military post might be subjected to annoyance and
plunder by their young men. The Governor an-
swered this by an emphatic assurance that a fort
would be placed there in any event, whether they
agreed to it or not. The council, in which a
chief dressed in the uniform of a Bridsh briga-
dier-general was prominent, came to no agree-
ment, and broke up in some disorder. This chief,
called the " Count," during his speech, planted his
war-lance in the ground, with furious gestures,
and kicked away the presents laid before him.
On leaving the council the Indians went to their
own encampment, on an eminence where the old
French fort had stood, 500 or 600 yards off, and
hoisted the Bridsh flag in front of the Count's
wigwam. Governor Cass, on discovering this,
walked over, with no escort but his interpreter,
and took down the flag and carried it away, in-
forming the astounded chief that none but the
American flag must be raised on our territory,
and that if they should again presume to attempt
such a thing the United States would put a strong
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CH AP. X I I I . ]  CASS R EMOVES BRITl  H FLAG . . 4 0 3  
One object  of this  expedit ion was to establ ish 
a new fort ; and i t  was deemed advisable to hold 
a counci l  w i th the I nd ians,  to ascertain and agree 
upon the bou nds of the old concession .  A cou n ­
cil was held a t  the Governor 's tent  on the r 6th .  
The I ndians were su rly, and not  d i sposed to re­
member that any concession had ever been  made ; 
and some of the chiefs in timated that they might  
be d isposed to allow c ivi l  settlements ,  but that a 
mi l i tary post m ight be subjected to annoyance and 
plunder by their  young men. The Governor an­
swered this by an emphatic assurance that a fort 
wou ld be placed there i n  any even t, whether they 
agreed to it or not. The counci l ,  in which a 
chief dressed in  the uniform of a B ri tish briga­
die r-general was prominent, came to no agree­
ment, and broke up in some disnrder. This  chief, 
cal led the " Coun t, "  during his speech, planted his 
war-lance in the grou nd, with furious gestu res ,  
and k icked away the presents laid before h im.  
On leaving the cou nci l  the I ndians went  to the ir 
own encampment, on  an eminence where the old 
French fort had stood, 500 or 600 yards off, and 
hoisted the B ri tish flag in front  of the Count 's 
w igwam . Governor  Cass,  on d iscove ring this ,  
walked over w ith no escort but h is  interprete r, 
and took down the flag and carried i t  away in ­
form ing the astou nded chief that none bu t the 
American flag must  be raised on ou r te rri tory, 
and that if they should  again  presume to attempt 
such a th ing the Un i ted States would  pu t a strong 
404 TREATY AT THE SAULT. [Chap. XIU.
foot on their necks and trample them out. This
boldness struck them dumb for a while, but they
soon sent off their women and children, and made
preparations for an attack. The American force,
numbering 66 well armed, got ready to meet
them. The head chief, Shingobawassin, who had
not been present at the council, interposed and
brought the Indians to their senses, and that same
day at evening a treaty was signed, releasing to
the Americans a tract embracing sixteen square
miles. Neither the Count nor Shingwauk, the
two noisiest opponents, signed it. From this place
they went by the usual coasting voyage along
the south shore of Lake Superior, crossing Ke-
weenaw Point through Portage Lake, and across
the land portage, and visiting the great copper
boulder on the Ontonagon River. They went up
the St. Louis River to a portage near Savannah
River, and down that stream, and through Sandy
Lake, to the Mississippi, ascending that river
through Lake Winnipeg to Upper Red Cedar or
Cassina Lake. On their return they descended
the Mississippi to the Dubuque mines, and then
went up to Green Bay by the Wisconsin and Fox
Rivers, and there separated. A portion of the
company went to Mackinaw, and thence directly
homeward, the remainder proceeding to Chicago,
whence General Cass returned overland to De-
troit, the rest coasting alono^ the eastern shore of
Lake Michigan. The knowledge of the north-
west derived from this careful exploration was of
great value.
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404 T R EATY AT T H E  SAULT .  [CHAP. X l l l .  
foot on  the ir  necks and trample them out. This 
boldness struck them dumb for  a whi le , bu t they 
soon sent  off the i r  women and chi ldren ,  and made 
preparations for an attack.  The American force, 
numbering 66 well armed,  got ready to meet 
them .  The head chief, Shingobawass in ,  who had 
not been presen t at  the counci l ,  i n terposed and 
brought the I n dians to the i r  senses, and that same 
day at even ing a treaty was signed, releasing to 
the Americans  a tract embracing s ixteen square 
miles .  Nei ther the Coun t  nor  Shingwauk ,  the 
two nois iest opponents ,  s igned i t. From this place 
they wen t by the u sual coasting voyage along 
the sou th shore of Lake Superior, c ross ing Ke­
weenaw Poi n t  through Portage Lake ,  and across 
the land portage, and  vis it ing the great copper 
boulder  on the Ontonagon River .  They wen t  up 
the St .  Lou i s  River to a portage near Savannah 
River, and down that s tream,  and th rough Sandy 
Lake ,  to the l\1 iss iss ippi ,  ascending that nver 
through Lake Winn ipeg to Upper Red Cedar o r  
Cassina Lake .  O n  thei r  retu rn  they descended 
the M ississippi to the Dubuque m ines, and then 
wen t  up to Green Bay by the Wiscons in  and Fox 
Rivers, and there separated .  A portion  of the 
company wen t  to Mackinaw, and thence d irectly 
homeward, the remainder proceeding to Chicago, 
whence General Cass re tu rned overland to De­
troit , the rest coasting along the eastern shore of 
Lake  Michigan .  The k nowledge of the north­
west derived from this carefu l  exploration was of 
great value .  
Chap. XIII.] STATUTES. 405
It Is a very singular fact that between 1806
and 1820 no provision had been made for pubHsh-
ing the Territorial Laws, and some of them had
been lost and were never found again. In 181 6,
a meagre volume was printed In Detroit, In type
hardly legible, containing the titles of some laws,
and abstracts or Indexes of others, and a very few
In full. This publication was thus condensed for
want of means. In i8!^o, Congress appropriated
twelve hundred and fifty dollars for the publication
of existing laws, and the Legislative Board com-
piled and revised their legislation so as to put It
In a very good form, and supply the place of a
code. Some changes were made at this time, but
none requiring special notice. The compilation
was not perfect, however, and omitted some Im-
portant statutes.
It was not creditable to the Territory that
public whipping was allowed to be Inflicted on
Indians and negroes convicted of various offences,
and, by the order of a single justice, on disorderly
persons, and those convicted of small offences.
The whipping post disgraced the Detroit market
house until 1831, when this relic of barbarism
was forever removed. The not less barbarous
custom of selling the poor to the lowest bidder,
was also long kept up, with the disgusting spec-
tacle of the ball-and-chaln-gang. The legislators
were, perhaps, not behind their time altogether,
but such exhibitions were not Improving.
Duelling, challenging, and posting, were made
punishable in 181 5 for the first time. The law
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CHAP. X I I I . ] ST TUTES. 4 0 5  
I t  i s  a very s ingular fact that between r 806 
and r 8 20 no provis ion had been made for publish­
ing the Territorial Laws, and some of them had 
been lost and we re never found again .  I n  I 8 I 6, 
a meagre volu me was printed in Detroi t, i n  type 
hardly legible ,  conta in ing the t it les of some laws, 
and abstracts or  indexes of others, and a very few 
in  ful l .  This  publ i cation was thus condensed for 
want  of means .  In r 8 20, Congress appropriated 
twelve hundred and fifty dollars for the publ i cation 
of existing laws, and the Legislative Board com­
pi led and revised the ir  legislation so as to put  i t  
i n  a very good form, and supply the place o f  a 
code. Some changes were made at this  time,  bu t 
none requ i ring special notice .  The compilation 
was not  perfect, however, and omitted some im­
portant statutes . 
I t  was not creditable  to the Territory that 
publ ic whipping was allowed to be inflicted on  
Indians and negroes convicted o f  various offences, 
and, by the order of a s ingle j us tice ,  on disorderly 
persons, and those convicted of small offences .  
The whipping post d isgraced the Detroit  market 
house un ti l  I 83  I ,  when this  rel i c  of barbarism 
was forever removed. The not less barbarous 
cu stom of sel l i ng the poor to the lowest bidder, 
was also long kept up ,  with the disgusting pec­
tacle of the bal l-and-chain-gang. The legislators 
were perhaps, not behind thei r  t im alto ether, 
bu t such exhibitions  were not improvin  . 
Du el l ing, chal lenging, and posting, were mad 
punishable in I I 5 for the fir t time .  'T'h law 
406 BRITISH SUBSIDIES TO INDIANS. [Chap. Xlll.
was borrowed from New Jersey, which had once
been a great duelHng ground.
In 1822, die United States aboHshed its system
of government trading houses. Its abolition re-
moved many frauds and opportunities of pecula-
tion, and enabled the American fur-traders to
compete with the British ; and from that period
the British influence over the Indians was sensibly
•
checked. But the Indians were nevertheless kept
as far as possible under their control, and they
still retained a foothold on our territory. The
commissioners under the Treaty of Ghent had
determined, in 1822, that Drummond's Island, at
the mouth of St. Mary's River, belonged to the
United States ; yet the British post was complained
of in 1826, as still remaining, and the American
Indians, to the number of 4,000, received presents
and annuities there during that year for their
services to Great Britain ; while at Maiden, then
and for many years thereafter, the same practice
prevailed. The evils of submitting to such a system
of subsidies are too manifest to need pointing out.
The government was much to blame for allowing
it. There are many persons now living who have
seen the fleets of the great northern canoes
lining our shore, and congregated savages, far
more numerous than the white inhabitants, receiv-
ing guns, knives and hatchets, as well as other
gifts, from the Maiden agency, and indulging after
their reception in a drunken frolic in our streets.
It is not to be denied, however, that they left be-
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4 06 B R I TI S H  St1BS1D1ES TO I N D IANS.  [ H A P .  XI I l .  
was borrowed from New Je rsey, which had once 
been a great duell ing grou nd.  
I n  1 8 2 2 , the U ni ted States abol ished i ts system 
of government  trading houses .  I ts aboli t ion re­
moved many frauds and opportu n i ties of pecu la­
tion ,  and enabled the American fur-traders to 
compete with the B ri tish ; and from that period 
the Bri ti sh  in fluence over the Indians  was sens ibly 
checked. Bu t  the I ndians were nevertheless kept 
as far as possible u nder their  control , and they 
sti l l  retained a foothold on ou r territory.  The 
commissioners u nder the Treaty of Ghent  had 
determined, in 1 8 2 2 , that Drummond's  I sland, at 
the mou th of St. Mary's River, belonged to the 
U ni ted States ; yet  the Brit ish post was complained 
of i n  1 8 2 6 ,  as sti l l  remain ing, and the American 
I ndians, to the number of 4,000, received presents 
and annu it ies there duri ng that year for  thei r  
se rvices to Great B ritain ; while a t  Malden,  then 
and for many years thereafter, the same practice 
prevailed. The evi ls  of submitt ing to such a system 
of subsidies are too manifest to need poin ting out. 
The government  was much to blame for allowing 
it .  There are many persons  now l iving who have 
seen the fleets of the great northern canoes 
l i ning ou r shore, and congregated savages, far 
more numerous than the white inhabitants, receiv­
ing gu ns, kn ives and hatchets, as well as other 
gift , from the Malden agency, and indulging after 
the i r  reception in a drunken frol ic  in our s treets. 
I t  is not to be denied, however, that they left be-
Chap, XIII.] UNIVERSITY. NEW COUNTIES. 407
hind them in Detroit a fair share of their pres-
ents.
In 1 82 1, among the new laws contained in the
volume published by the Board, was a statute re-
pealing the former University Act, and entrusting
the University and its affairs to twenty-one trus-
tees, the Governor being one ex-officio. Their
powers were not materially altered, but the Ter-
ritorial support was withdrawn. The schools were
still kept up, and a large lot was soon thereafter
conveyed to the institution, embracing a consider-
able parcel adjoining that already built upon.
This corporation continued as organized in 1821,
until re-organized under the State Constitution.
In 1822 six new counties were established, —
Lapeer, Sanilac, Saginaw, Shiawassee, Washtenaw
and Lenawee. They were not set apart as com-
pletely organized counties for some years. Thence-
forward occasional changes and additions were
made, the largest number of counties at one time
for many years having been created in 1829,
when counties were named after the President
Vice-President and Cabinet, and General Cass,
who was not long after made a member of it.
As the country opened, it became necessary to
divide it up very much in advance of dense set-
tlements.
The situation of Mackinaw and the counties west
of Lake Michigan was such that the judicial sys-
tem was found to work very badly. They had
the county courts, presided over by lay judges,
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CHAP. X I I I . ]  U N I V ER SITY . N EW CO UNTIE . 4 0 7  
hind them m Detroit a fai r share of the ir  pres­
ents .  
In I 82 I ,  among the n w laws contained i n  the 
volume publ ished by the Board, was a statu te re­
peal ing the former Un ivers i ty Act, and entrusting 
the Univers i ty and i ts affairs to twenty-one trus­
tees, the Governor being one ex-officio. Their  
powers were not  material ly al tered, bu t the Te r­
ritorial support was withdrawn . The school s were 
sti l l  kept up ,  and a large lot was soon thereafter 
conveyed to the insti tu tion,  embracing a consider­
able parcel adjoi ni ng that al ready bu i lt  upon .  
This corporation con tinued as organ ized i n  r 82 I ,  
u ntil re-organized u nder the State Constitu tion .  
I n  I 82  2 s ix new cou nties were establ ished,­
Lapeer, Sani lac, Saginaw, Shiawassee, Washtenaw 
and Lenawee .  They were not set apart as com­
pletely organized coun ties for some years .  Thence­
forward occasional changes and addit ions were 
made, the largest number of counties at one t ime 
for many years having been created in I 8 29, 
when coun ties were named after the Pres ident, 
Vice-President  and Cabinet, and General Cass, 
who was not long after made a member of  it . 
As the country opened, it became necessary to 
divide i t  up very much in advance of dense set­
tlements .  
The s i tuation of Mackinaw and the counties west 
of Lake M ichigan was uch that the j u dicial sys­
tem was fou nd to work ve ry badly. They had 
the county cou rts presided over by lay judge , 
408 JUDICIAL GRIEVANCES AT THE NORTH. [Chap. XIIl.
but an appeal lay from these to the Supreme
Court, where a new trial was had by a jury as in
the lower court. The %ipreme Court had exclu-
sive jurisdiction of large cases, of real actions, of
admiralty and other United States business, and
of capital crimes ; and concurrent jurisdiction with
the county courts of other offences. But one
term of four weeks was held each year, in Detroit,
on the third Monday of September. At that time
navigation northward was in those days closed,
and even if open the hardship of bringing par-
ties and witnesses so far was excessive. James
Duane Doty, who had removed to Green Bay,
prepared and laid before Congress a full state-
ment of these grievances. It appears from his
showing, that the litigants were mostly private
traders, who were compelled to go to the Indian
country in winter to sell their goods to the Indi-
ans, and buy furs, and that the Indian debtors had
a curious rule of considering their debts paid by
a tender of the proper amount of furs at the
trader's residence. If he was absent or not ready
to receive them, he was reasonably certain to lose
his demand. The only months in which it was
safe for a trader to resort to the settlements were
May and the summer months. He also made
some remarkable showings concerning the amount
of business in that country. He asserts that no
territory (unless possibly Orleans) had yielded so
lartre a revenue to the United States from duties
on imports. That in 1807, the duties at Macki-
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408 jUDICIAt GR1EVANCES AT THE NORTH. [CHAP. X I I I .  
but an appeal lay from these to the Supreme 
Cou rt, where a new trial was had by a ju ry as in 
the lower cou rt. The Su preme Court had exclu­
s ive j u risdiction of large cases,  of real actions, of 
admiralty and other Un ited States business ,  and 
of capital cr imes ; and concurren t  ju risd ict ion w ith 
the cou nty cou rts of other offences .  Bu t  one 
term of four weeks was held each year, in Detroit, 
on the thi rd Monday of September. At that t ime 
navigation northward was i n  those days closed, 
and even if open the hardship of bringing par­
t ies and witnesses so far  was excessive . Jam es 
Duan e Doty, who had rem oved to Green Bay, 
p repared and laid before Congress a full  s tate­
ment  of these grievances .  I t  appears from his 
showing, that the l i tigan ts were mostly p rivate 
traders, who were compel led to go to the I ndian 
cou ntry in winte r  to sel l  thei r goods to the I ndi­
ans, and buy fu rs ,  and that the Indian debtors had 
a cu riou s rule of considering the i r  debts paid by 
a tender of the p roper amou nt  of furs at the 
trader' s  res idence .  If he was absen t  or not ready 
to receive them , he was reasonably ce rtain to lose 
h is  demand. The only months i n  which i t  was 
safe for a trader to resort to the settlements were 
May and the summer months .  H e  also m ade 
some remarkable showings concern ing the  amount  
of  business i n  that country. He  asserts that no  
te rritory (unless possibly Orleans) had yielded so  
large a revenue to  the Un i ted States from du ties 
o n  imports . That in  r 807, the du ties at Mack i-
Chap. XIII.] NEW COURT. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 409
naw exceeded $40,000, although afterwards less, —
the decrease arising from some of the importa-
tions comine into New York, which before were
made directly through Canada. In November,
1 82 1, 3,000 packs of furs had been exported from
Mackinaw. It appears from other sources that
the sale of foreign goods, (chiefly to the Indians)
amounted in the Territory at cost to about a
million of dollars annually.
Congress, in accordance with the wishes of
the people, enacted, in January, 1823, that there
should be a separate judge appointed to hold a
district court in that region, having all the ordi-
nary jurisdiction of the Supreme and county
courts, subject to the appellate jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court on writ of error, but not other-
wise. It was to have full criminal powers, and
jurisdiction over all offences and transactions con-
nected with the commerce or dealings with the
Indians. Mr. Doty was made judge of the new
court.
The same session of Congress adopted a fur-
ther law, on the 3rd of March, 1823, completely
revolutionizing the Territorial government. The
legislative power was transferred to the Gover-
nor and Council, composed of nine persons se-
lected by the President and confirmed by the
Senate, out of eighteen elected by the people of
the Territory. Sessions were not to exceed sixty
days, and laws were subject to Congressional ab-
rogation. The judges were to have equity as
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CHAP. X I I I . ]  NEW COURT. LE ISLATIVE COUNCI L. 4 09 
naw exceeded $40,000, although afterwards l ess,­
the decrease arising from some of  the importa­
t ions coming into N ew York ,  which before were 
made di rectly through Canada . In  November, 
1 8 2 r ,  3 ,000 packs of fu rs had been exported from 
Mackinaw. I t  appears from other sources that 
the sale of foreign goods, (chiefly to the I ndians) 
amou nted i n  the Territory at cost to about  a 
mi l l ion of dollars annu ally. 
Congress, in  accordance with the wishes of 
the people, enacted, i n  January, r 8 2 3 , that there 
shou ld  be a separate judge appointed to hold a 
district court i n  that region, having all the ordi­
nary ju risdiction of the Supreme and cou nty 
cou rts, subject to the appel late ju risdiction of the 
Supreme Court on wri t  of error, but not other­
wise .  I t  was to have fu l l  criminal powers, and 
j urisdiction over al l  offences and transactions con­
nected with the commerce or  deal i ngs with the 
I nd ian s .  Mr. Doty was made j udge of the new 
cou rt. 
The same session of Congress adopted a fu r­
ther law, on the 3 rd of March, 1 8 2 3 ,  completely 
revolutioniz ing the Territorial government. The 
legislative power was transferred to the Gover­
nor and Counci l ,  composed of n ine persons se­
lected by the Pres ident and confirmed by the 
Senate, ou t of eighteen elected by the people of 
the Territory. Sessions were not to exceed sixty 
days, and laws were ubject to Congressional ab­
rogation . The ju dges were to have equ ity a 
410 CAPITOL. [Chap. XIII.
well as common law powers, and their term of
office was reduced to four years, instead of during
o-ood behavior. The existing^ offices were to be-
come vacant on the ist of February, 1824. The
pardoning power was vested in the Governor for
all offences against the Territory, with pow^er of
reprieving in United States cases.
On the 22nd of October, 1823, the corner stone
was laid of a building intended for a court house,
and used until 1847 as the Territorial and State
Capitol. It was a fine building for that period,
and very well built. The original design had
been to build it in the Grand Circus, the central
space of Judge Woodward's Cobweb, and now
the finest public ground in Detroit. That spot
was then remote and inaccessible, being regarded
as far out in the country, and in the woods. The
new location was also complained of as too re-
mote, and accusations of all sorts of interference
and corrupting influences were made against the
land owners in the vicinity, who had secured the
capitol so near them, when it was a long and te-
dious journey to reach it. For many years it
stood alone in the wilderness, reached only by a
narrow line of single timbers for a walk, and too
far off for any one to resort to it except under
dire necessity. It is now far below the central
part of Detroit, and in the very heart of the
heaviest business.
In the midst of the tumult naturally caused by
the great political revolution, an amusing excite-
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4 1 0 CAPITOL. [C HAP. X I I I .  
wel l  as  common law powers, and their term of 
office was redu ced to fou r years, i nstead of du ring 
good behavior .  The exist ing offices were to be­
com e vacan t on the r st of February, r 8 2 4. The 
pardoning power was vested in th e Governor for  
all offen ces agai nst the Terri tory, wi th power of 
reprieving in  U n i ted States cases. 
On the 2 2 nd of October, r 8 2 3 , the corner stone 
was laid of a bui ld ing in tended for a cou rt house, 
and used unti l  1 847 as the Terri torial and State 
Capitol . I t  was a fine bui ld ing for that period, 
and very well  bu i l t .  The original design had 
been to build i t  in the Grand Circus ,  the central 
space of  Judge Woodward ' s  Cobweb, and now 
the finest publ ic  grou nd in  Detroit .  That spot 
was then remote and inaccessible, being regarded 
as far out  in the cou ntry, and in the woods. The 
new location was also complained of as too re­
mote, and accusations of all sorts of i n terfe rence 
and corrupting influences were made against the 
land ow ners in the v icin i ty, who had secu red the 
capitol so near them, when i t  was a long and te­
dious j ourney to reach it . For many years i t  
stood alone in the wilde rness,  reached only by a 
narrow l ine of s ingle timbers for  a walk, and too 
far off for any one to resort to i t  except u nder 
d ire necessity.  I t  is  now far below the central 
part of Detroit, and in the very heart of the 
heaviest business .  
In  the midst of the tumul t  natu ral ly caused by 
the great poli tical revolu t ion, an amusing exci te-
Chap. Xlll.] IRISH MANUSCRIPT. JUDICIAL CHANGES. 411
ment arose concerning a mysterious manuscript
which was found in Detroit, in some out of the
way place. The characters were fairly traced and
distinct, but the scholars were all perplexed. It
resembled no letters which any of them had ever
seen. Aid was sought in various quarters in vain.
At last, however, it was discovered that the hiero-
glyphics were Irish.
The change in the Territorial scheme was
peculiar. The Ordinance of 1787 had provided
for a council, but only as an upper house or
senate, and the functions of the Michigan Council
were both legislative and executive. Under that
instrument the judges were always to hold during
o-ood behavior. It is evident that one object of
the change was to get rid of some of the judges.
When the appointments were made. Judge With-
erell was re-appointed, it is said that Judge Griffin
declined a nomination, and Judge Woodward was
left out altogether. Judge Witherell was made
presiding judge, and Solomon Sibley and John
Hunt associate justices. Both of these gendemen
were members of the Detroit Bar. Judge Hunt
died in 1827, and the vacancy was filled by the
appointment of Henry Chipman, who, although a
native of Vermont, had practised several years in
South Carolina, and had recently removed to
Detroit. He was a lifelong intimate friend and
admirer of James L. Petigru of South Carolina,
whose fearless patriotism under the most trying
circumstances has made his memory honorable.
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C H AP. X I I I . ]  ! R I SH M A NUSC R I PT.  J U D I C I A L  CHANGES . 4 1 1  
ment arose concern ing a mysterious manu script  
which was fou nd i n  Detro i t, in  some out  of the 
w�y place.  The characte rs were fai rly traced and 
dist inct, bu t the scholars were all perplexed. It  
resembled no lette rs which any of them had ever 
seen .  Aid was sought in  various quarte rs in  vain .  
At  last, however, i t  was d iscove red that the h iero­
glyphics were I rish .  
The change in · the Territorial scheme was 
pecul iar. The Ordinance of I 78 7  had provided 
for a counci l ,  bu t on]y as an upper house or 
senate, and the fu n ctions of the M ichigan Counci l  
were both l egislative and execu tive . Under that 
instrument  the j u dges were always to hold during 
good behavior .  It  i s  eviden t  that one object of 
the change was to get r id of some of the judges .  
W hen the appoin tments were made, J u dge With­
erell was re-appointed, i t  is said that J udge Griffin 
decl ined a nomination ,  and J u dge Woodward was 
left ou t altogether. Judge Witherel l  was made 
presiding j udge, and Solomon Sibley and John  
Hunt  associate j ust ices .  Both of these gen tlemen 
were members of the Detro i t  Bar. J udge H u nt 
died in  1 8 2 7 ,  and the vacancy was fil led by the 
appointment of H en ry Chipman, who, · although a 
native of  Vermont, had practised several years i n  
South Carolina, and  had recently removed to 
Detroit .  He was a l i felong in t imate friend and 
admirer of James L. Petigru of Sou th Carol ina, 
whose fearless patrio tism u nder the most trying 
c ircumstances has made his memory honorable .  
412 LEGISLATION. ERIE CANAL. [Chap. XIII.
fudge Chipman died but a few years since, leav-
ing a good name and spodess reputation. Judge
Woodward was, soon after the accession of Mr.
Adams, appointed one of the Judges of Florida.
The Council was organized in June, 1824, by
appointing Abraham Edwards President, and John
P. Sheldon Clerk. Its first business being to pro-
vide for obtaining the funds for its own payment,
and for punishing all offences against its dignity,
it then proceeded to enact a number of statutes,
mostly of no present interest. The Supreme
Court was required to hold sessions in several
places instead of one. Punishment by whipping
was only to be ordered by two justices, but allowed
for additional offences. Provision was made for
an annual thanksgiving. The name of the Huron
River of Lake St. Clair was changed to Clinton
River, to avoid confusion, as there was a Huron
River of Lake Erie in the southern part of Wayne
County. Most of the laws were the usual routine
legislation, carefully drawn and appropriate.
The year 1825 was one of much interest.
The Erie Canal made the journey to the west
easy and economical, and the country began to
settle very fast. Three steamers, the Superior,
the Henry Clay, and the Pioneer, were running
on Lake Erie before the season was over, and it
was estimated that they landed at Detroit 300
passengers a week during the latter part of the
season. A second paper — the Michigan Herald —
was started in Detroit by Chipman & vSeymour,
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4 1 2  LEG I S LATION . ER I E  CANAL. [CHAP.  X I I I .  
Judge Chipman d ied bu t a few years s in ce, leav­
ing a good name and spotless repu tation . Judge 
Woodward was, soon after the access ion of M r. 
Adams. appoin ted one of the Judges of Florida. 
The Cou nci l  was organ ized in J une ,  r 8 2 4, by 
appoint ing Abraham Edwards Pres ident, and John 
P. Sheldon Clerk .  I ts first bus iness being to pro­
vide for obtain i ng the fu nds for its own payment, 
and for pun ish ing all offences again st i ts digni ty, 
it then p roceeded to enact a number of s tatu tes ,  
mostly of no presen t i n terest .  The Supreme 
Court was requ ired to hold sess ions in several 
places instead of one .  Pu nishment  by w hipping 
was only to be o rdered by two j u stices, bu t allowed 
for additional offences .  Provision was made for 
an annual thanksgiving. The name of the H u ron 
River  of Lake St .  Cla ir  was changed to �l inton  
Rive r, to avoid confu sion , a s  the re was a H u ron 
River of Lake Erie  i n  the sou thern part of Wayne 
County. Most of  the laws were the usual rou tine  
legislation , carefu l ly drawn and appropriate. 
The year r 8 2 5  was one of much interest .  
The Erie Canal made the jou rney to the west 
easy and economical ,  and the coun try began to 
settle ve ry fast .  Three s teamers, the Superior, 
the Henry Clay, and the Pioneer, were run ning 
on Lake Erie  before the season was over, and it 
was estimated that they landed at  Detroit 300 
passengers a week du ring the latter  part of the 
season . A second paper-the Michigan H erald­
was started in  Detroi t by Chipman & Seym ou r, 
Chap. XIII.] PROGRESS. 413
and a paper was also printed in Monroe. Six
hundred people attended a Fourth of July meeting
at Pontiac, and Washtenaw County contained three
thousand inhabitants. Tecumseh was located and
named this year. On the 25th of February, Con-
gress adopted further legislation to popularize the
affairs of the Territory. The Governor and
Council were authorized to divide the Territory
into townships and incorporate them, and to
provide for the election of township officers. All
county officers were to be elected, except judges,
sheriffs, clerks, judges of probate and justices ot
the peace. These were excepted because their
functions were in no sense representative, but
belonged to the administration of justice, which
was of public and not of local concern. Governor
Cass, in his desire to consult the popular wishes,
overlooked this principle, and practically annulled
the proviso in the act of Congress which forbade
their election, by informing the people of the
townships and counties that he would appoint any
one whom they elected. There is now much
difference of opinion concerning the propriety of
electing the officers of justice, but at that time
there was none, and Congress would not have
sanctioned it.
The number of councillors was increased to
thirteen, and an appeal was granted from the Ter-
ritorial Court to the Supreme Court of the
United States.
In 1825, Captain John Burtis introduced upon
the river at Detroit a large horse-boat, for ferri-
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CHAP.  X l l l . ]  P R OGRES . 4 1 3 
and a paper  \ as also pri n ted m Monroe. 1 x  
hu ndred people attended a Fou rth of J u ly meeting 
at Pontiac, and Washtenaw Cou nty contained th ree 
thousand inhabitants. Tecumseh was located and 
named th is year. On the 2 5 th of February,  Con­
gress adopted fu rther  legislation to popularize the 
affairs of the Territory. The Governor  and 
Council were au thorized to divide the Terri tory 
in to townships and incorporate them,  and to 
provide for the elect ion of townsh ip officers .  All 
county officers were to be elected, except judges, 
sheriffs, clerks,  j udges of probate and justices of 
the peace. These were excepted because the i r  
functions were in  no sense represen tative, but  
belonged to  the adm in istration of j u stice, which 
was of  publ ic and not of local concern .  Governor 
Cass, in  h is  desire to  consu l t  the popular w ishes, 
overlooked this principle ,  and practi cal ly annul led 
the proviso i n  the act of Congress which forbade 
the i r  elect ion ,  by i nform ing the people of the 
townships and cou nt ies that he wou ld appoint  any 
one. whom they e lected . There i s  now much 
difference of opin ion conce rning the propriet) of 
electing the office rs of  j u stice, bu t at that time  
there was none , and Congress wou ld not have 
sanctioned i t .  
The number of  cou nc i l lor \\'as increased to 
thirteen ,  and an appeal was granted from th e Ter­
r itorial Cou rt to the uprem Cou rt of the 
Un i ted tate . 
I n  1 8 2 5 ,  Capta in J ohn B u rti i ntroduced upon 
the nver at  Detroit  a large horse-boat for fe rri -
414 INDIAN CAPTIVES. TANNER. [Chap. XIII.
age to Sandwich, (now Windsor), which excited
as much curiosity as the first steamer. This en-
terprising gentleman a few years later was also
the first to introduce a steam ferry-boat, named
the Argo, long famous in that region. It was
composed of a gigantic dug-out, decked over, and
propelled by an engine of moderate power, and
monopolized the business several years.
About this time rumors were circulated that
several of the captives taken at Frenchtown were
still among the Indians. Governor Cass examined
carefully into the facts, and published a letter stat-
ing that there was no reason to believe this, as
the captives were all grown up and old enough
when taken to know their origin, and would have
been discovered long before if living. He said
there were no captives left in the woods, who
were not voluntary associates of the Indians, and
that he knew of but two white men in that con-
dition — Tanner, ' and George Johnston, both of
whom preferred it.
In 1826, General Cass and Colonel McKenney
made a tour to the head of Lake Superior in
canoes, to make treaties with the northern Indi-
ans, and to secure access to the Lake Superior
I This Tanner was a somewhat dangerous character, who lived in the
Lake Superior country, near the Sault. In 1830, it was found necessary
to pass a special act to protect his daughter, Martha Tanner, from her
father, which made it a misdemeanor for him to use any but legal means
to get her into his control, against her will. This is probably the only
law ever passed which attached criminal consequences to injuries to a
single private person. Tanner was suspected of the subsequent murder of
James L. Schoolcraft, and disappeared at that time from the Sault.
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4 14 I N D IA N  CAPT I V ES.  TANNE R . [CHAP. X I I I . 
age to Sandwich, ( now Windsor) , which excited 
as much cu riosity as the fi rst steamer. This  en­
terpris ing gentleman a few year later was also 
the first  to i ntrodu ce a steam fe rry-boat, named 
the Argo, long famous i n  that region . I t  was 
composed of a · igan tic dug-out, decked over, and 
propelled by an engine of moderate power, and 
monopolized the bus iness several years. 
About this time rumors were circulated that 
several of the captives taken at Frenchtown were 
sti l l  among the I ndians .  Governor  Cass examined 
carefully i n to the facts, and publ ished a letter stat­
i ng that the re was no reason to believe this ,  as 
the captives were all grown up and old enough 
when tak en to k now the i r  origin ,  and would  have 
been discovered long before if l iving. H e  said 
there were no captives left in the woods, who 
were not volun tary associates of the Indians, and 
that he knew of bu t two white men in  that con­
d i tion-Tanner, 1 and George Johnston ,  both of 
whom pref erred it . 
I n  r 8 2 6, General Cass and Colonel McKenney 
made a tou r to the head of Lake Superior i n  
canoes, to make treaties with the northern Indi­
ans, and to secure access to the Lake Superior 
1 Thi Tanner wa , a omewhat dangero u  ch aracter, who l i ved in · t h e  
Lake Superior coun try, near the . ault .  I n  1 830, i t  was found necessary 
to pa s a pec i al act to protect his daughter,  M artha Tanner, from her 
father, w h i c h  made it a m i sdemeanor for him to u e any but l egal means 
t o  get her i n to his  control, agai n t her wi l l . Thi s is probably t h e  only 
law ever pa sed which attached crimi n al consequences t o  i nj uries to a 
. i ngle private per:son. Tanner was suspected of the subsequent m urder of 
James L. Sch ool craft, and di appeared at that t i m e  from the Sault .  
Chap. XII f. McKENNEY EXPEDITION. ROADS. 415
mines. Colonel McKenney published a very en-
tertaining narrative of his expedition. On the 5th
of August they signed a treaty at Fond du Lac,
whereby the United States were allowed to search
for and remove metals or minerals, but not to gain
title to the lands. Annuities were given to the
Chippewas for support and education. They came
back from Fond du Lac to Detroit by canoe in
twenty-two days — making over fifty miles a day —
a very remarkable journey.
An additional grant was made to the Univer-
sity of a township of land, on the 20th of May,
1826, and the two townships were allowed to be
selected in parcels, instead of in whole township
tracts. Several roads were also projected by
Congress in this and subsequent years, mostly
running from the eastern border of the Territory
into the interior. The principal government roads
ran between Detroit and Maumee, Fort Gratiot,
Saginaw, Grand River and towards Chicago. These
not only opened the country but drew in many
laborers and contractors, who became valuable
citizens. The completion of the first locomotive
in America at Hoboken, by Mr. Stevens, is an
event of this period concerning Michigan as well
as the rest of the country.
The fort at Detroit was left without troops,
and in the next year (1827) was discontinued as
a fortified post. Some apprehensions were felt
about the Indians, but they were groundless. No
disturbance occurred afterwards which the local
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mmes. Colonel  McKenney publ i shed a very en ­
terta ini ng narrative of  h is expedition . On the 5 th 
of August they s igned a treaty at Fond du Lac, 
whereby the U ni ted States were allowed to search 
for and remove metals or minerals, bu t not to gai n  
title to the lands. Annu i ties were given to the 
Chippewas for support and education .  They came 
back from Fond du Lac to  Detroit  by canoe i n  
twenty-two days-making over fifty miles a day­
a very remarkable j ou rney .  
An additional grant  was made to the Un iver­
s i ty of a township of land, on the 20th of May, 
1 8 2 6, and the two townships were allowed to be 
selected in parcels, i nstead of in whole township 
tracts. Several roads were also proj ected by 
Congress i n  this and subsequent years, mostly 
running from the eastern border of the Territory 
i n to the i n terior . The principal government roads 
ran between Detroi t  and Maumee, Fort Gratiot, 
Saginaw, Grand River and towards Chicago. These 
not only opened the cou ntry bu t drew i n  many 
laborers and contractors ,  who became valuable 
c 1t1zens .  The completion of the first locomotive 
in America at H oboken, by M r. Stevens, is an 
event  of this  period concerning Michigan as wel l  
as the rest of the cou n try.  
The fort at Detro i t  was left withou t troop , 
and i n  the next year ( r 8 2 7 )  was discontinued as 
a fortified post . Some apprehensions were fel t  
about the I ndians ,  bu t they were groundless.  No  
disturbance occu rred afterwards which the local 
416 FORT ABANDONED. KISHKAUKON. CHANGES. [Chap. Xlll.
authorities could not put down. The militia were
still kept in tolerable training, and had officers
who had seen service. There were also some
well drilled bodies of uniformed volunteers. After
the policy was definitely adopted of discontinuing
the military occupation, the large military reserve
was relinquished to the City of Detroit, and laid
out into city lots, on a rectangular plan, and not
accordinor to Woodward's scheme.
The principal local excitement was the arrest
and imprisonment, in 1826, of Kishkaukon, the
turbulent Saginaw chief, who aided and abetted
Big Beaver in the murder of another chief, Wa-
wasson, at Detroit. Kishkaukon was furnished
with poison by one of his wives, and thus evaded
punishment.
This year seven steamers ran between Buffalo
and Detroit. The exports of whitefish began to
be large, as well as of cider and apples. It is
also noted that in the winter oysters were brought
to Detroit, '' in good condition," and oyster cel-
lars became among the institutions of the city.
In 1827, Congress allowed the people to choose
thirteen Councilmen for themselves, instead of re-
porting twenty-six to the President and Senate
for selection. The Council abolished the county
commissioner system for a board ot supervisors,
and required every township to support schools,
either English, or English and classical, according
to population. This severed the schools from the
University control. A revision of the statutes
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authorities could not  put  down .  The mil i tia were 
sti l l kept in tolerable tra in ing, and had officers 
who had seen service. There were also some 
well  dril led bodies of u n iformed volun teers .  After 
the policy was definitely adopted of discontinu ing 
the mi l i tary occupation,  the large mi l i tary rese rve 
was rel inqu ished to the City of Detroit, and laid 
out  i n to c i ty lots, on a rectangular plan ,  and not  
according to  Woodward 's  scheme. 
The p ri ncipal local excitement was the arrest 
and imprisonment, m I 8 2 6, of  Kishkaukon,  the 
tu rbulent  Saginaw chief, who aided and abetted 
B ig Beaver in the murder of  another  chief, Wa­
wasson, at Detroit .  K ishkaukon was fu rn ished 
with poison by one of his wives, and thu s  evaded 
pun ishment .  
This year seven s teamers ran between Buffalo 
and Detroit .  The exports of whitefish began to 
be large, as wel l  as of cider and apples. It i s  
a lso noted that i n  the w in ter  oysters were brought  
to  Detroit, " in good condition , ' '  and oyster cel­
lars became among the i nsti tu tions of the city. 
I n  r 8 2 7 , Congress al lowed the people to choose 
th irteen Counciln1en for themselves, i nstead of re­
porting twenty-six to the Presiden t  and Senate 
for selection . The Cou ncil abol ished the coun ty 
cqmmissioner system for a board of supervisors, 
and requ i red every township to support schools, 
e i ther English, or Engl ish and clas ical, according 
to population . This severed the schools from the 
Univers i ty control . A revision of the s tatu tes 
Chap. XIII.] HARSH LAW. EXPORTS. CONTEMPT CASE.
417
was also adopted, which very wisely abolished all
laws not contained in it. This became necessary
from the number of unpublished laws that were not
to be discovered among the records, but had been
lost. A new law to prevent kidnapping was con-
nected with a discreditable provision requiring all
persons of color to find sureties for their good
behavior. This statute was not enforced, but re-
mained a dead letter until, several years after, a
riot arose and an attempt was made to destroy
the jail, on account of the arrest of a fugitive
slave. In the excitement this law was called into
requisition, and for a time most of the few col-
ored people of Detroit remained in Canada. But
public sentiment would not tolerate it, and it was
at once repealed.
This year the first export of flour took place.
Miller & Jermain of Monroe shipped 200 barrels
to the east. Tobacco was also raised largely,
and the next year 100 hogsheads of Michigan
tobacco arrived at Baltimore, other parcels having
been sold elsewhere. In 1828, Judge Witherell
was made Secretary of the Territory, and William
Woodbridge was appointed to the Supreme Court
with Judges Sibley and Chipman. During this
year much feeling arose out of a contempt case
against John P. Sheldon, for publications in the
Detroit Gazette, which were claimed to be unau-
thorized comments on some action ot Judge
Woodbridge in the Supreme Court. In some of
the articles it was intimated that the paper had
27
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
24
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
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was al so adopted which very w isely abol ished al l 
laws not contained i n  i t .  Th i became necessary 
from the nu mber of u npubl ished laws that were not 
to be d iscovered among the records, but  had been 
lost . A new law t<? prevent k idnapping was con­
nected wi th a d iscredi table provision requ i ring al l  
persons of color to find su reties for thei r  good 
behavior. This statu te was not enforced, bu t re­
mained a dead letter unti l ,  several years afte r, a 
riot arose and an attempt was made to destroy 
the jai l ,  on accou nt of the arrest  of a fugi tive 
slave .  In the excitement this law was cal led in to 
requ is i tion ,  and for a t ime most of the few col ­
ored people of Detro i t  remained in  Canada. But  
publ ic sen timent  would not  to le rate i t, and  i t  was 
at once repealed . 
This year the firs t  export of flou r took place . 
M il ler  & Je rmain of Monroe shipped 200 barrels 
to the east. Tobacco was also raised largely, 
and the next year 1 oo hogsheads of M ichigan 
tobacco arrived at Bal timore ,  other parcels hav i ng 
been sold elsewhere .  I n  1 8 2 8 ,  Judge Witherell 
was made ecretary of the Terri tory, and W il l iam 
Woodbridge was appoin ted to the Supreme Cou rt 
with Judges Sibley and Chipman . Du ring this 
year much feel ing arose ou t of a contempt case 
against  J ohn P.  heldon for pu bl ications in the 
Detroit  Gazette, which were claimed to be unau-
thorized c mm en t on om action of Ju 
Woodbridge in  the Supreme Court. In om of 
the article i t  wa i ntimated that the paper had 
27 
418 RAILWAYS. FRENCH REVOLUTION. [Chap. XIII.
driven away one court and might do the same to
another. Judges Woodbridge and Chipman, on a
hearing before them, held him guilty and fined
him. A popular assembly passed strong resolu-
tions against the proceeding,^ and the fine was
paid by subscription. The controversy involves
the feelings of too many living persons to be
fully discussed here. It became very widely known,
and was the subject of much comment by the
press in various parts of the country.
In 1830, the first railroad was chartered. The
*' Pontiac and Detroit Railway Company " was
incorporated, with power to use a part of the
line of the turnpike. The project failed, and the
law was very crude and imperfect. In 1832, the
Detroit and St. Joseph Railroad was chartered,
which afterwards became the Michigan Central —
the State having bought out the company. This
was the first charter that was afterwards acted on.
In 1830, the country was greatly excited over
the French Revolution of July. The recent visit
of La Fayette had rekindled the old American
interest in France, and the news of that move-
ment, in which he took so great a part, was re-
ceived with rejoicing. A public meeting was held
in Detroit, in which all the citizens participated,
decked with the tri-color, and addresses were made
with enthusiasm.
Mr. De Tocqueville arrived in Detroit early in
the summer, and the news of the Revolution
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driven away one court and might do the same to 
another. Judges Woodbridge and Chipman, on a 
hearing before them, held him gu i lty and fined 
him. A popular assembly passed strong resolu­
tions against the proceeding,. and the fine was 
paid by subscription .  The controversy involves 
the feelings of  too many l iv ing persons to be 
fully  discussed here .  I t  became very widely known, 
and was the su bj ect of much comment by the 
press in  various parts of the cou ntry. 
I n  I 8 30, the first  rai l road was chartered .  The 
" Pontiac and Detroit Railway Company " was 
incorporated, with power to use a part of the 
l ine of the tu rnpike. The proj ect failed, and the 
law was very crude and imperfect. In 1 8  3 2, the 
Detroit and St. Joseph Rai lroad was chartered, 
which afterwards became the Michigan Central­
the State having bought out  the company. This 
was the first charter that was afterwards acted on .  
In I 830, the cou ntry was greatly exci ted over 
the French Revolu tion of Ju ly .  The recent visit 
of La Fayette had rekindled the old American 
interest in France, and the news of that move­
ment, i n  which he took so great a part, was re­
ce ived with rejoicing. A publ ic  meeting was held 
in  Detroit, in  which al l  the citizens participated, 
decked with the tri-color, and addresses were made 
with enthusiasm. 
M r. De Tocquevi l le arrived in  Detroit early in 
the summer, and the news of  the Revolu tion 
Chap. XIII.] CASS MADE SECRETARY OF WAR 419
reached him in the woods between Detroit and
Saginaw.
The Territory now began to feel the effect of
general politics which had never before seriously
interfered. Major Rowland was removed from
the office of marshal, John L. Leib being placed
in his room. General John T. Mason, a non-resi-
dent, was appointed Secretary of the Territory,
which made him acting Governor in the Gover-
nor's absence, although he had obtained no per-
sonal knowledge of the country. It is well known
that at this time there were very loose party ties,
as the people were in an unsettled state, and re-
mained so until the separation into Whigs and
Democrats shordy after. But removals from office
became very frequent.
The v/ant of harmony in General Jackson's
Cabinet, which did not arise from political so
much as from personal difficulties, led to its
dissolution, in April, 1831. The office of Secre-
tary of War, having first been offered to Hugh
L. White of Tennessee, was given to General
Cass, who accepted it, and left Detroit in the
spring.
He was much respected by men of all parties
in Michigan. He had held his office six terms,
under Madison, Monroe, Adams and Jackson, and
had acted throughout with spirit and dignity. His
administration was eminendy popular, and he de-
sired and endeavored to secure to the people, as
soon as possible, all the privileges of self-govern-
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reached h im in the woods between Detroit and 
Saginaw. 
-The Territory now began to feel the effect of 
general pol i tics which had never before se riou sly 
in te rfered. Major  Rowland was removed from 
the office of  marshal , J ohn L. Leib being placed 
in his room . General J ohn T. Mason, a non - resi ­
dent, was appointed Secretary of the Territory, 
which made him acting Governor  in the Gover­
nor' s  absence, although he had obtai ned no per­
sonal knowledge of the country. I t  i s  well known 
that at this time the re were very loose party ties. 
as the people were in an unsettled state, and re­
mained so u ntil the separation i n to Whigs and 
Democrats shortly after. But  removals from office 
became very frequent. 
The want  of harmony in General J ackson 's  
Cabinet, which did not  arise from pol it ical so 
much as from personal difficu l ties ,  led to its 
d issolu tion,  in Apri l ,  I 83 I .  The office of Secre­
tary of War, having first  been offered to Hugh 
L. White of Tennessee, was given to General 
Cass, who accepted i t, and left Detro i t  m the 
sprmg. 
H e  was much respected · by men of all parties 
in M ichigan .  He had held his office six te rms 
u nder Madison, Monroe, Adams and Jackson, and 
had acted throughou t with spir it  and d igni ty. H is 
administration was eminently popular, and he de-
i red and endeavored to secu re to the people, as 
soon as possible, al l the privi leges of self-govern-
420' SOCIAL. AFFAIRS. [Chap. XIII.
ment. If he erred in this respect, it was an error
in the direction of the largest popular authority.
His views were broad and sagacious, and he was
very free from personal bitterness and malignity.
The inevitable asperities of politics exposed him
in later years to the attacks made on all public
men, and his course in national affairs has been
severely assailed and warmly defended. But no
one now has any doubts about his sincere and
unqualified patriotism. He was a brave defender
and a true lover of his country.
The social condition of the Territory was re-
markably pleasant during his residence as Gover-
nor. The persons who came westward in those
days were principally Americans of enterprise
and intelligence. The schools and all other means
of improvement were carefully fostered, and it is
not often that a more cultivated or genial society
is found anywhere.
One pleasant feature of life in such commu-
nities as the early border towns of the west, was
the cordiality and freedom from stiffness which
produced as near an approach to republican sim-
plicity and equality as is ever found anywhere.
With no lack of comfort and elegance, there was
an entire absence of ostentation. Strangers were
often surprised and amused at one custom which
the inhabitants found both pleasant and profitable.
Sidewalks and paved streets were alike unknown,
and the condition of the city ways was for seve-
ral months in the year only equalled by the
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4 20 , SOC I L AF FAI R . [CHAP. X I II .  
ment. I f  he erred i n  this  respect, i t  was an error 
i n  the di rection of the largest  popu lar au thority. 
H is v iew were broad and sagacious, and he was 
very free from personal bi tterness and malign ity. 
The inevi table asperi t_ies of  poli t ics exposed him 
in late r years to the attacks made on all public 
men, and his cou rse in national affairs has been 
severely assai led and warmly defended .  But  no 
one now has any doubts abou t his s incere and 
unqual ified patri otism . He was a brave defender 
and a true lover of h is cou ntry. 
The social condition of the Territory was re­
markably pleasant  during h i s  residence as Gover­
nor. The persons who came westward in those 
days were principally Americans  of enterprise 
and intell igence .  The schools and a l l  other  means 
of improvemen t were carefully fostered, and i t  is 
not often that a more cul tivated or ge nial soc iety 
i s  fou nd anywhere .  
One pleasant  featu re of  l i fe m such commu­
n i t ies as the early  border towns of the west, was 
the cord ial i ty and freedom from stiffness which 
produced as near  a n  approach to repu blican s im­
pl ic i ty and equal i ty as is ever found anywhere .  
With no lack of comfort and elegance, there was 
an enti re absence of ostentation .  Strangers were 
often su rprised and amused at one custom which 
the inhabitants fou nd both pleasant  and profitable .  
Sidewalks and paved streets were al ike unknown ,  
and  the conditi on  o f  the c i ty ways was for seve­
ral months in the year only equalled by the 
Chap. XIII.] CARTS. 421
country roads described by Macaulay, when the
coach and four was used from necessity and not
from pride. In winter, the streets and rivers were
merry with carioles and sleighs. But at all sea-
sons, the favorite family vehicle for safe carriage
to church or party, was a common one-horse cart,
used as well for the most homely purposes as to
supply the place of a coach. The rude box,
cushioned with hay and buffalo robes, and crowded
with as many laughing inmates as could find room
on its spacious floor, was absolutely safe from up-
setting, and the absence of springs was usually
compensated by a yielding bed ot mud, so that
jolting was not felt. This strong two-wheeled
vehicle was backed up to the place of entry or
destination ; and on all occasions of public wor-
ship, or other concourse, a row of carts would be
found awaiting the hour of dismissal. The only
chance of accident was from the loosenino- of
the staple which held down the box in front, and
was meant to be unbolted when a load other
than human was to be tipped out at the back.
It occasionally happened that a mischievous urchin
would produce this catastrophe to a cart-full of
people, but never with tragical results. Carts
were not wholly superseded by carriages in De-
troit until within a quarter of a century.
The long winters, during which they were shut
in by themselves, compelled them to draw on
their own resources. Literary and scientific' soci-
eties and reunions were established very early.
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CHAP. X I I I . ] CARTS. 4 2 1  
cou ntry roads described by  Macau lay, when the 
coach and four was u sed from necess i�y and .not 
from pride .  In winter, the streets and rive rs were 
merry with carioles and sleighs .  Bu t at all sea­
sons, the favori te family vehicle for safe carriage 
to chu rch or party, was a common one-horse cart, 
u sed as well for the most homely pu rposes as to 
supply the place of a coach . T�e rude box, 
cushioned with hay and buffalo robes, and crowded 
with as many laugh ing inmates as cou ld  find room 
on i ts spacious floor, was ·absolu tely safe from u p­
setting, and the absence of springs was usual ly 
compensated by a yield ing bed o f  mu d, so that 
jol ti ng was not fel t .  This  strong two-wheeled 
vehicle was backed up  to the place of entry or 
destination ; and on al l  occas ions of public wor­
ship,  or other concou rse, a row of carts wou ld be 
found awaiting the hou r of dism issal . The only 
chance of accident was from the loosening of 
the staple which held down the box in  front  �nd 
was meant to be u nbolted when a load other 
than human was to be t ipped ou t at the back . 
I t  occasionally happened that a m ischievous u rch in  
wou ld produce thi s  catastrophe to a cart-fu l l  of 
people, but never w ith tragical results .  Carts 
were not whol>ly superseded by carriages in De­
tro i t  u nti l  within a quarte r of a centu ry .  
The long winters ,  du ring which they were shu t 
i n  by themselves, compelled them to draw on 
the ir  own resources .  Literary and scientific: soci ­
et ies and reu n ions were establi hed ve ry early 
422 LITERARY CONTRIBUTIONS. [Chap. Xlll.
and all who had anything to contribute to the
general enjoyment gave it cheerfully. A lyceum
was organized in the early days of the Territory,
in which papers were read by men of thorough
scholarship and research. Many important contri-
butions to history were thus secured. At one
time or another most of the prominent army offi-
cers have been stationed at Detroit, and always
did their share. Among other things they organ-
ized a Thespian Corps of much dramatic excel-
lence, in which the now venerable and not Lilli-
putian General James Watson Webb performed
as a graceful brunette. Major (afterwards Gene-
ral) Henry Whiting, an elegant writer, (author of
Ontwa and Sanilac, and minor poems, not now in
print, and editor of an important series of Wash-
ington papers,) read various essays before the
lyceum and elsewhere. Major John Biddle, Ma-
jor Thomas Rowland, Henry R. Schoolcraft and
General Cass, were also valued and ready con-
tributors. Major Rowland is said to have written
the Joel Downing papers, a series of humorous
political satires, after the style of Major Jack
Downing's letters. Mr. Charles C. Trowbridge
rendered permanent service to history by securing
narratives from eye-witnesses of the Pontiac war,
as well as other matters of interest. These gen-
tlemen, with others of like tastes, organized the
State Historical Society ; and the published
sketches of General Cass, Major Whiting, Major
Biddle and Mr. Schoolcraft remain the best sy-
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4 22 tlTEkARV CONTRIBUTIONS.  [CHAP. XI11 . 
and all who had anyth ing to contribute to the 
general enjoyment gave i t  cheerful ly. A lyceum 
was organized in the early  days of the Territory, 
in which papers were read by men of thorough 
scholarship and research . Many importan t  contri­
butions to history were thu s secu red.  At one 
t ime or  another most of the prominent army offi­
cers have been stationed at Detro i t, and always 
did the ir  share . Among other things they organ­
ized a Thespian Corps of  much dramatic excel­
lence, in which the now venerable and not Lil l i­
putian General J ames Watson Webb performed 
as a graceful brunette. Major  (afterwards Gene­
ral )  Henry Whi ting, an elegant w ri ter, (au thor of 
Ontwa and Sanilac, and minor poems, not now in 
prin t, and editor of an importan t  series of Wash­
ington papers,) read various essays before the 
lyceum and elsewhere.  Major  John  Biddle, Ma­
j or Thomas Rowland, H en ry R.  Schoolcraft and 
General Cass, were also valued and ready con­
tributors. Major  Rowland is said to have wri tten 
the Joel Downing papers, a series of humorous 
poli tical satires ,  afte r the style of Major Jack 
Downing's  letters. M r. Charles C. Trowbridge 
rendered permanent service to h istory by securing 
narratives from eye-witnesses of the Pontiac war, 
as well as other matters of interest. These gen ­
tlemen, with others of  l ike tas tes, organ ized the 
State H istorical Society · and the publ i shed 
sketches of General Cass, Maj or Whiting, Major  
Biddle and Mr. Schoolcraft remain the  best  sy-
Chap. XIII.] DOCTOR HOUGHTON. 423
nopsis of our history that has ever yet been pre-
pared. Doctor Douglass Houghton was first made
known to Michigan by having been secured by a
number of Detroit citizens, in 1829, to deHver a
winter course of lectures on chemistry. He was
obliged to remain through the whole season for
that purpose, and, although then but twenty years
of age, made so favorable an impression, and was
so favorably impressed, that he was placed upon
the second commission to seek the sources of
the Mississippi, and after his return became a per-
manent resident of Detroit. It is worthy of re-
mark that when General Cass made his first visit
to Detroit on his return from his mission to the
Court of Louis Philippe, Doctor Houghton, as
Mayor of Detroit, delivered the address of wel-
come ; and when, in the fall of 1845, the melan-
choly news was received of the death of that
eminent devotee of science, the meeting which
was called to express the sense of public bereave-
ment was ad'dressed by General Cass, as principal
speaker, and his remarks were a feeling and elo-
quent tribute to one whom he had loved and ad-
mired ever since he had known him.
The Governor did not lose his concern in the
affairs of the Territory. He continued to use his
influence to further its prosperity; and while he
remained in the United States, he was useful in
many ways to the public interests of Michigan.
But the end of her pupilage was approaching.
And, in order that the sense of independence
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CHAP. XIII .] DOCTOR HOUGHTON. 423 
nopsis of ou r history that has ever yet been pre­
pared. Doctor  Douglass H oughton was firs t  made 
known to Michigan by having been secured by a 
number of Detroit c i tizens ,  i n  I 8 2 9, to del iver a 
winter cou rse of lectu res on chem istry. He  was 
obliged to remain through the whole season for 
that purpose, and, although then bu t twenty years 
of age, made so favorable an impression, and was 
so favorably impressed,  that he was placed upon 
the second commission to seek the sou rces of 
the M ississippi ,  and after his retu rn became a per­
manent resident  of Detroit. I t  i s  worthy of re ­
mark that when General Cass made his first  vis it  
to Detroit on  h is  retu rn from his  mission to the 
Court of Louis  Phil ippe, Doctor H oughton,  as 
Mayor of Detroit, del ivered the address of wel­
come ; and when, in the fall of r 845 ,  the melan­
choly news was rece ived of the death of that 
eminent  devotee of sc ience, the meeting wh ich 
was cal led to express the sense of publ i c  bereave­
ment was addressed by General Cass, as princ ipal 
speaker, and his remarks were a feel ing and elo­
quent tribu te to one whom he had loved and ad­
mired ever s ince he had known him. 
The Governor d id not lose his concern in the 
affai rs of the Territory. He con tinued to use his 
influence to fu rther i ts prosperi ty ; and while he 
remained in the Un ited States, he was useful in 
many ways to the publ ic in terests of Michigan.  · 
But  the end of her pupilage was approaching. 
And, in order that the sense of independence 
424 ' IMPORTED OFFICERS. [Cmap. XIIl.
might not come too early, her destinies were for a
time entrusted to the care of strangers, most of
whom became, however, in due time, very loyal
citizens of their new realm.
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4 24 !MPORTE:b OFFICERS . [CHAP. Xl l l . 
might not come too early, her destin ies  were for  a 
t ime entru sted to the care of  s trangers, most of 
whom became, however, in due t ime, very loyal 
c itizens of the ir  new realm .  
CHAPTER XIV.
LAST YEARS OF THE TERRITORY.
The Territory now had a population of more
than thirty thousand, and its people were increas-
ing very fast. Every boat from the east brought
in large loads of immigrants, most of whom re-
mained in Michigan. The movement to the country
west of Lake Michigan came a little later, and
Chicago was not yet laid out as a town, although
it was a post of some consequence.
The laws, although reasonably stable for so
young a commonwealth, had been subject to some
fluctuations since the formation of the Council.
These changes related mostly to the method of
conducting local business and to courts. The
system of county courts by degrees gave way to
the circuit system, which in one form or another
has since prevailed. The county system was
altered. Beginning with the county court, which
for administrative purposes answered to the quarter
sessions, it changed first to the county commis-
sioner plan, borrowed from Massachusetts, and
then to the board of supervisors, derived from
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C H A P T E R  X I \ . 
L ST YEAR O F  T H E  TERRITORY. 
THE Territory now had a population of more 
than thi rty thousand, and i ts people were increas­
ing very fast. Every boat from the east brought 
in large loads of immigrants, most of whom re­
mained in M ichigan . The movement  to the country 
west of Lake M ichigan came a l itt le later, and 
Chicago was not yet la id out as a town,  although 
i t  was a post of some consequence .  
The laws, al though reasonably stable for so 
you ng a commonwealth ,  had been subject to some 
flu ctuations s ince the formation of the Cou nci l .  
These changes related mostly to the method of 
conducting local bus iness and to cou rts. The 
system of coun ty courts by degrees gave way to 
the c ircu i t  system, which in one form or another 
has s ince prevai led. The cou nty system was 
al tered. Beginn ing with the cou nty court, which 
for admin istrative pu rposes answered to the quarte r 
sessions, i t  changed fir  t to the coun ty commi  -
s ioner plan, borrowed from Massachusett and 
then to the board of , upervi ors, d riv d from 
426 EAbTERN COLONIES. [Chap. XIV.
New York. After the State came into existence
there were further changes.
The settlement of most of the more important
townships and villages was very fortunate. In a
great many instances neighborhoods were settled
by small colonies from the Eastern States and
New York, who came in sufficient numbers to give
harmonious character to their new homes, and
maintain wholesome and agreeable social sur-
roundings. The transition from an old to a new
country became less trying, and the newly broken
wilderness was brightened by familiar associations.
The effect of these united movements is still vis-
ible, and there are many old towns and townships
that keep the peculiar characteristics which marked
them forty and fifty years ago. There are not
many parts of the United States where, with a
full measure of enterprise, there are such plain
evidences of their American antecedents. The
growth of these colonies has drawn largely from the
places whence they emigrated. Those coming west
are always glad to find old friends and neighbors, or
their kindred, and naturally prefer to cast their
lot among them to settling among entire strangers.
When the immigration from Europe began to
reach large proportions, a great part of it passed
further on ; and the growth of Michigan was
chiefly made up of such as chose a country re-
sembling the wooded lands to which they were
accustomed, with a society where they would feel
at home, to the prairies which were so inviting to
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4 26 EASTERN CO LON I ES.  [CHAP. X I V .  
N ew York. Afte r the State came into existence 
there were fu rther changes. 
The settlement  of most of the more important 
tow nships and vi l lages was very fortunate .  In a 
great many instances ne ighborhoods were settled 
by small colon ies  from the Eastern States and 
New York, who came i n  sufficient numbers to give 
harmonious character to their new homes, and 
mainta in wholesome and agreeable social su r­
roundings . The transi tion from an old to a new 
cou ntry becam e less trying� and the newly broken 
wi lderness was brightened by famil iar associations .  
The effect of these u n i ted movements is  st i l l  vis­
ible, and there are many old tow ns and townships  
that keep the pecu l iar characterist ics which marked 
them forty and fifty years ago. There are not 
many parts of the Uni ted States where, with a 
fu l l  measure of enterprise ,  there are such plain 
P.v idences of the ir  American antecedents. The 
growth of these colonies has drawn largely from the 
places whence they emigrated . Those com ing west 
are always glad to find old friends and ne ighbors, or 
their k indred, and natu ral ly  prefer to cast the ir  
lot among them to settl i ng among enti re strangers. 
When the immigration from Eu rope began to 
reach large proportions,  a great part of i t  passed 
fu rther on ; and the growth of M ichigan was 
chiefly made up of such as chose a cou ntry re­
sembl ing the wooded lands to which they were 
accustomed, with a socie ty where they would feel  
at home, to the pra iries  which were so invi ting to 
Cmap. XIV.] PREPARATIONS FOR A STATE. 427
many Europeans, and a class of inhabitants with
whom it would take them some years to become
familiar. The increase of population was rapid
enough to indicate life and prosperity. It has
usually been gradual enough to enable those who
came in from any quarter to setde down into the
common ways, instead of forming separate clannish
communities, of alien manners and sympathies.
It was evident to all that the time could not
be far distant when Michigan must become a
State. As this time drew near, it was natural
that the people of the Territory should begin to
look upon the management of pubHc affairs as
fairly belonging to them ; and to prepare as far as
possible to make the change of rule free from
disturbance or abruptness. The southern boundary
had been tampered with, and there were difficul-
ties in prospect from that source. The increase
of removals from office made them daily conscious
that as yet their wishes were to have no weight
in the guidance of their most important affairs.
The people who had joined their fortunes to the
Territory were entirely passed by in the chief
executive appointments, and almost entirely in
some others. In some instances the appointments,
and the removals which they followed, were oc-
casions of much bitterness.
When General Cass was nominated as Secre-
tary of War, he was — though not by his own
procurement, — announced as Lewis Cass of Ohio.
This was criticised by the press, and defended on
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CHAP. XIV.)  PREPARATIONS FOR A STATE. 427  
many Eu ropean s, and a class of  i nhabitan ts with 
whom i t  would take them some years to become 
familiar. The increase of population was rapid 
enough to i ndicate life and prosperity. It has 
usual ly been gradual  enough to enable those who 
came in from any quarter to se ttle down in to the 
common ways, instead of forming separate clannish 
communit ies, of al ien manners and sympathies .  
I t  was eviden t  to all that the t ime cou ld not 
be far d istant when M ich igan must become a 
State. As this t ime drew near, i t  was natural 
that the people of the Terri tory should begin to 
look upon the management of public affairs as 
fairly belonging to them ; and to prepare as far as 
possible to make the change of rule free from 
distu rb�nce or abruptness .  The sou thern boundary 
had been tampered with, and there were difficul­
ties in  prospect from that source. The increase 
of removals from office made them daily consciou s 
that as yet the ir  wishes were to have no weight 
i n  the guidance of the ir most importan t affairs .  
The people who had j oined their fortu nes  to the 
Territory were ent irely passed by in the chief 
execu tive appointments, and almost enti rely in 
some others. In some instances the appoin tments, 
and the removals which they followed, were oc­
casions of much bitterness. 
When General Cass was nomi nated as Secre­
tary of War, he was - though not by his own 
procu rement, - annou nced as Lewis Cass of Ohio. 
This was cri ticised by the press, and defended on 
428 GOVERNMENT FROM WITHOUT. [Chap. XIV.
the ground that a Territorial officer was Hke a
military officer, merely detailed on service which
did not orain him a residence. As the Ordinance
of 1787 expressly required the Governor, Judges
and Secretary, to reside in the Territory, and to
be freeholders there, and as General Cass had in
good faith made Michigan his home and the centre
of all his interests, this theory was not quite
satisfactory, and was not made any more so by
the practical application which regarded the people
as subjects rather than citizens, and supplied them
with a foreiorn orovernment. These abuses have
o o
now become apparently the normal conditions of
Territorial existence. They had not then been so
universally recognized, as not to be regarded as
unpleasant reminders of praetorian authority.
The personal worth of such officers may prevent
misgovernment, but the system is in violation of
free principles ; and however proper it may be
while there is no considerable population, and no
choice of fit persons for office, it is not adapted
to communities which are populous, and as well
informed on their own affairs, and as capable of
furnishing competent officers, as any of the States.
General Cass having resigned his Territorial
office. General [ohn T. Mason became acting
Governor. But his interests or duties called him
elsewhere, and, for reasons that seem to have been
confidential, he found it important to make a jour-
ney to Mexico, probably on a secret mission of
some kind, where he was more or less concerned
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4 2 8 0 ERN l\lENT FRO I WITHOUT. [ 1 I I AP . X I V .  
the ground that a Te rri torial officer was l ike a 
m il i tary office r, merely detailed on service wh ich 
did not gai n  h im a residence.  As the Ordinance 
of r 78 7 expressly requ i red the Governor, J udges 
and Secretary, to reside in the Territory, and to 
be freeholders there, and as General Cass had in  
good faith made l\i ichigan his home and the centre 
of all h is i n terests, th is  theory was not qu i te 
satisfactory, and was not made any more so by 
the practical app l ication which regarded the people 
as su bj ects rather  than c i tizens ,  and uppl ied them 
with a fore ign government . These abuses have 
now become apparently  the normal condit ions of 
Territorial existence .  They had not then been so 
u n iversally  recogn ized, as not  to be regarded as 
u npleasant rem inders of praetorian au thori ty .  
The personal wo rth of such office rs may preven t  
m isgovernment, but  the system is  i n  violation of 
free principles ; and however proper i t  may be 
whi le there is no cons iderable population ,  and no 
choice of fit persons for office,  i t  i s  not adapted 
to communit ies which are popu lous ,  and as wel l  
i nformed on thei r own affairs ,  and as capable of 
fu rn i sh ing competent officers, as any of the States.  
General Cass having resigned h is  Terri torial 
office, General J ohn T.  Mason became acting 
Governor. Bu t  his i n te rests or du ties cal led h im 
elsewhere, and,  for reasons that seem to have been 
confidential ,  he fou nd i t  important  to make a j ou r­
ney to Mexico, probably on a secret m ission of 
.some k ind ,  where he was more or less concerned 
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in the events which led to the separation of Texas.
He was permitted to resign the Secretaryship in
favor of his son, Stevens Thomson Mason, ap-
pointed as from Kentucky. This gentleman re-
ceived his commission during a recess of the
Senate, and was sworn in on the 25th of July,
1831.
The office of Governor was not at once filled,
probably from reluctance on the part of some
persons to accept an office which was likely to
be of short duration. Major John H. Eaton, the
recently retired Secretary of War, was commonly
supposed likely to receive the appointment. He
was soon made Governor of Florida, instead. In
August, the name of George B. Porter, of Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania, was sent to the Senate, and
the nomination confirmed. Governor Porter was
a lawyer of ability, and had but a few months
before been made United States Marshal of
Eastern Pennsylvania. He at once removed to
Detroit with his family, and adopted Michigan as
his future home.
News of the probable appointment of Mr.
Mason as Secretary was received in Detroit on
the 23rd of July. As he had not yet reached
his majority, and was only slightly known to the
citizens as a pleasant and promising youth, his
selection to perform the chief executive functions
of the Territory was not received with favor. A
meeting of citizens was held, presided over by
Colonel David C. McKinstry, an active friend of
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i n  the events which l ed to the separation of Texas . 
He  was permitted to resign the Secretaryship i n  
favor of  h i s  son,  S tevens  Thomson Mason, ap­
poin ted as from Kentucky. This  ge ntleman re ­
ceived his com mission du ring a recess of the 
Senate, and was sworn in on .the 2 5 th of J u ly, 
I 83 I .  
The office of  Governor was not at once fil led, 
p robably from rel uctance on  the part of  some 
persons to accept an  office which was l ikely to 
be of  short du ration . Major  John H. Eaton ,  the 
recently re ti red Secretary of War, was commonly 
supposed l ikely to receive the appointment. He 
was soon made Governor of  Florida, ins tead. In 
August, the name of  G-e-orge B .  Porter, of Lan­
caster, Pennsylvan ia, was sen t  to  the Senate, and 
the nomination confirmed.  Governor Porter was 
a lawyer of abi l i ty, and had bu t a few months 
before been made Un ited States Marshal of 
Eastern Pennsylvan ia .  He at once removed to 
Detro i t  wi th h is  fami ly, and adopted M ichigan as 
his fu ture home.  
N ews of  the probable appointment  of Mr. 
Mason as Secretary wa received i n  Detroit on  
the 2 3 rd of J u ly .  As he had not yet  reached 
his majori ty, and was only sl ightly known to the 
c i tizens as a pleasant  and promising you th , hi 
select ion to perform the chie f  execu tive fu nction 
of the Terri tory was not rece ived with favor. 
meeting of citi zens wa held, presided over by 
Colonel David C. McKin  try, an active friend of  
430
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the administration ; and a committee was ap-
pointed to ascertain the facts, which was composed
of Messrs. McKinstry, Andrew Mack, Shubael Co-
nant, Oliver Newberry and John E. Schwarz. The
meeting having been held on Saturday night, they
waited on Mr. Mason (who had just returned from
Washington) on Monday, and learned from him
that he had that day received his commission and
qualified, — that his age was as had been repre-
sented, and that the President had appointed him
with full knowledge of the circumstances. They
reported accordingly to an adjourned meeting on
Monday evening, and a further committee was
appointed, (consisting of Eurotas P. Hastings,
Henry S. Cole, D. C. McKinstry, Oliver Newberry
and Alexander D. Eraser) to prepare resolutions
and a memorial to the President for his removal,
to be signed by the meeting and circulated in
the Territory. The resolutions were confined to
the illegality and impropriety of appointing a mi-
nor to such a position, which was declared to be
"a violation of the principles of our fundamental
law, and of the genius and spirit of the constitu-
tion ; and in the highest degree derogatory to the
freemen over whom he is thus attempted to be
placed ;" and declared that " we hold it to be our
duty to take prompt measures with a view to his
removal from that office."
The proceedings of this meeting, and the
memorial, produced much comment in the leading
journals of the country ; and the propriety of the
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4 3 0 INDI GNATION MEETING. (CHAP. XIV . 
the administration ; and a committee was ap­
pointed to asce rtain the facts, which was composed 
of Messrs .  McKinstry, Andrew Mack, Shubael Co­
nant, Ol ive r Newbe rry and John E. Schwarz. The 
meeting having been held on Satu rday night, they 
wai ted on M r. Mason (who had ju st retu rned from 
Washington) on Monday, and l earned from him 
that he had that day received his commission and 
qualified,-that his age was as had been repre­
sen ted, and that the President had appointed him 
with full knowledge of the c i rcumstances .  They 
reported accordingly to an adjourned meeting on 
Monday evening, and a · further  committee was 
appointed, (consist ing of Eu rotas P. Hastings, 
Henry S. Cole, D .  C. M cKinstry, Oliver N ewberry 
and Alexander D .  Fraser) to p repare resolu tions 
and a memorial to the Presiden t for h is  removal , 
to be signed by the meeting and c ircu lated in 
the Territory .  The resolu tions were confined to 
the i l legal i ty and impropriety of  appoin ting a mi­
nor to such a position ,  which was declared to be 
" a  violation of the principles of our fundamental 
l aw, and of the genius  and spir i t  of the cons ti tu ­
tion ; and i n  the highest degree de rogatory to  the 
freemen over whom he i s  thus attempted to be 
placed ;" and declared that " we hold it to be ou r 
du ty to take prompt measures with a view to his 
removal from that office ."  
The proceedings of this meeting, and the 
memorial, p roduced much comment in the leading 
j ou rnals of the country ; and the propriety of the 
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appointment was not maintained, but it was
claimed by the Globe — (then the official organ) —
that having been appointed, he should not be re-
moved except for actual misconduct. As many
removals had been recently made without cause
of that kind, the argument was not conclusive, and
It did not touch the point of minority. He was
not removed, but, toward the end of the next
session of the Senate, he was nominated and con-
firmed. In July or August, 1832, when he had
barely reached his majority.
The appointment and arrival of Governor
Porter rendered the position less anomalous, and
the frank and gendemanly reply of Mr. Mason to
the action of the meeting did much to disarm
criticism, and awaken kind feeling. His conduct
had never been arrogant, and while he had his
share of the youthful qualities which, though not
discreditable, are nevertheless not entirely suited
to great public responsibilities, he was manly and
generous, and very well adapted to obtain sym-
pathy. He Intimated in his reply that a young
man would be more ready to accept the guidance
of his elders than one of riper age. It was not
very long before he had mentors enough ; and
among his most devoted adherents were some of
his early critics. His public career, when the
burdens of state again fell upon him, was for a
considerable time very popular, and he never lost
his personal popularity. He died young, and he
is remembered very kindly.
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CHAP. X I V . ]  STEVENS THOM ON M A  O K  4 3 1  
appointment was not maintained, but i t  was 
claimed by the Globe- (then the official organ)­
that having been appoin ted, he should not be re­
moved except for actual misconduct. As many 
removals had been recently made wi thou t cause 
of that k ind, the argu ment was not conclusive, and 
it did not touch the point  of minority. H e  was 
not  removed, but, toward the end of the next 
session of the Senate, he was nominated and con-
.fi rmed, in Ju ly or August, 1 8 3 2 , when he had 
barely reached his majority .  
The appointment  and arrival of Governor 
Porter rendered the position less anomalous, and 
the frank and gentlemanly reply of M r. Mason to 
the action of the meeting d id much to disarm 
critic ism, and awaken kind feel ing.  H is conduct 
had never been arrogan t, and whi le he had his 
share of the you thful qual ities which ,  though not 
discreditable, are nevertheless not entirely su i ted 
to great publ i c  responsibi l i ties, he was manly and 
generous, and very well  adapted to obtain sym ­
pathy. He  in timated in h is  reply that a young 
man would be more ready to accept the gu idan ce 
of his elders than one of riper age . I t  was not 
very long before he had mentors enough ; and 
among his most devoted adherents were some of 
his early critics . H is publ ic career \\ hen the 
burdens of state again fell upon him, was for a 
. considerable time very popular, and he never lost 
his personal popu lari ty .  He died young, and he 
is  remembered very k indly. 
482 ' POLITICAL EXCITEMENTS. [Chap. XIV.
It often happens that when party issues are
obscure, and personal questions prevail, there is
much less restraint in controversy than when men
are occupied with serious political problems. While
Mr. Mason paid proper respect to his more ex-
perienced advisers, his companions of the same
age naturally gathered about him, and became
demonstrative. There were many things which
were more or less exciting to older politicians, and
there has never been a time in Michigan when
there were so many personal quarrels and rencoun-
ters on political and semi-political grounds. The
use of weapons in private disputes has never
been approved in this community, but for a year
or two there were affrays altogether too frequent,
in which more or less blood was shed in a small
way, but, fortunately or unfortunately, with no fa-
tal results. Such ebullitions do not last long.
People very soon discover that men may differ
from them without being totally depraved, and
learn to live in charity, or at least in tolerance.
And while the disputes on national questions were
very bitter for several years, the interests of the
Territory were more pressing, and upon these
there was something approaching unanimity.
Governor Porter is not known to have incurred
any political or personal enmity. He was an able
man of good feeling and popular manners, with a
considerable knowledge of agricultural as well as
public affairs. He took that interest in the Ter-
ritory which might be expected of one who in-
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4 3 �  P O L I T I C A L  EXC I TEM ENTS . [CHAP. X I V . 
I t  often happens that when . party issues are 
obscure, and personal qu estions prevai l ,  there is 
mu ch l ess restrai nt  i n  controversy than when men  
are occupied with seriou s pol i tical problems .  Whi le  
M r. Mason paid p rope r respect to his more ex­
perienced advisers, h is companions of the same 
age natu rally gathered abou t h im ,  and  becam e 
demonstrative. There were many things which 
were more or less excit ing to older pol i ticians, and 
the re has never been a t ime in Michigan when 
there were so many personal quarrels and rencou n­
te rs on pol it ical and semi-pol it ical grounds .  The 
use of weapons in  private dispu tes has never 
been approved i n  this  community, bu t for a year 
or two there were affrays al together  too frequent, 
i n  which more o r  less blood was shed in  a smal l  
way, bu t, fortu nately or  un fortunately, w i th no fa­
tal resu l ts .  Su ch ebu l l i t ions do not  last  l ong. 
People very soon discover that men  may differ  
from them withou t being total ly depraved, and 
l earn to l ive in  charity, or  at  l east in  tole rance.  
And whi le the dispu tes on  national  questions  were 
very bi tte r for several years,  the in terests of  the 
Territory were more pressing, and upon these 
there was something approaching u nanimi ty. 
Governor Porte r is not known to have incurred 
any pol i tical or personal nm i ty .  He was an able 
man of good fee l ing and popular man ners, w i th a 
considerable knowledge of  agricu l tu ral as we l l  as 
publ ic affair . H e  took that in terest in  the Ter­
ri to ry which m ight be expected of one who in-
Chap. XIV. j GOVERNOR PORTER. OHIO LINE. 483
tended to remain in it. He was, among other
things, very active in encouraging the improvement
of stock, and some of the best animals in the
State are descended from those he introduced.
He did not remain in office long enough to ac-
complish very much, but his administration was
judicious, and creditable, and his death was sin-
cerely regretted as a public loss.
The year 1831 passed without much that* is
deserving of record, beyond the removals and ap-
pointments, which operated here as they did else-
where, and are of no present importance. In the
spring of the year, a resolution was passed by
the Council, authorizing the Governor to negotiate
with Ohio to adjust the boundary line on the basis
oi a cession of all east of the Maumee, for an
equivalent westward. Nothing seems to have
come of this proposition. It had not yet been
supposed there was any grave doubt about the
rights of Michigan in the lands afterwards dis-
puted. Roads were laid out and other improve-
ments contemplated, and the future storm was not
visible.
The county seats of Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, Sag-
inaw, Lapeer and Jackson were located this year.
That of the latter count\ was first named with
the imposing title of Jacksonopolis. A year or two
after it was Anglicised into facksonburgh. Its
next metamorphosis was into its present shape of
Jackson, where it will probably remain. The early
statute books contain many ambitious names which
28
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CHAP. XIV . ] G VERNOR PORT ER . H IO LI N E .  4 � 3  
tended to remain i n  i t . H e  was, among other 
things very active i n  encou raging the improvemen t 
of stock, and some of the best an imal in  the 
State are descended from those he in trodu ced . 
He  did not remain in office long enough to ac ­
compl ish very much ,  but  h is  adm in istration was 
j ud ic ious ,  and credi table, and h i  death was si n -
erely regretted a a publ i c  los  · .  
The year r 8 3 1 passed withou t much that i 
deserving of record, beyond the removals and ap­
poin tmen ts, which operated here as they did else­
where, and are of no presen t  importance .  In the 
spring of the year, a resol u tion was passe 1 b) 
the Cou nci l  au thoriz ing the Go ernor to negotiate 
with Ohio to adj ust  the boundary l i ne  on the bas i  
of  a cess ion of al l east of  the Maumee for an 
equ ivalent  westward .  N othing seems to have 
come of this proposit ion .  I t  had not yet been 
supposed there was any gra ·e doubt about the 
r ights of Michigan in the lands afte rwards d is­
I u ted.  Roads were la id ou t and other i m p rove­
men ts con templated, and the fu tu re storm was not 
vis ible .  
The coun ty seats of  H il lsdale, Kalamazoo, Sag­
i naw Lapeer and Jackson were located this year. 
That of the latte r cou n ty wa fi r  t named wi th 
the imposing ti tl e  of  Jack sonopol i  . A y a r  or two 
after i t  V\i as Angl ic ised in to J acksonbu r ·h . I t  
next m etamorpho i ,  wa in to i t  - p r  en t  hape of  
. J ackson,  where i t  wi l l  probably remain .  The early 
' tatu te books ontain man) ambi tiou nam . \Yhich 
2 
434 JOHN TRUMBULL. [Chap. XIV.
have one by one disappeared, until the State is
reasonably free- from the ridiculous titles that once
adorned its paper cities, whose ambitious clapboard
palaces, erected in an unbroken wilderness, were
never inhabited, and have ceased to surprise the
straggling explorer of their deserted avenues.
On the loth day of May, 1831, John Trum-
bull died at Detroit at the advanced age of 82.
He had not lived in the Territory more than six
or seven years — having come out to pass the re-
mainder of his days with his daughter, the wife
of Judge William Woodbridge. Judge Trumbull
was. a prominent and honored citizen during the
American Revolution, as well as afterwards, and
his poem of McFingaL was one of those well-
timed and well-written satires which sometimes
perform an important part in public emergencies.
It was a very felicitous sketch, which became in-
stantly popular, and produced as marked an effect
in the United States as Hudibras did in England.
It is one of those productions which are valuable,
not only for their keen satire and amusing hits,
but for their preservation of past manners and
ways, which are seldom depicted by grave writers,
yet are necessary to the comprehension of both
law and history. American literature is not rich
in those unstudied productions which might place
us in the same familiar relations with the olden
time in this country, which we are enabled to en-
joy with the days of Pepys, and Boswell, and
Alexander Carlyle, and Horace Walpole. Judge
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4 34 JOHN TRUMBULL. (CHAP. XIV. 
have one by one disappeared, un ti l  the State i s  
reasonably free. from the ridicu lous ti tles that once 
adorned i ts paper cit ies ,  whose ambitiou s clapboard 
palaces,  erected in  an unbroken wilderness, were 
never inhabited, and have ceased to su rprise the 
traggl ing explorer of the i r  deserted avenues .  
On the r oth day of May, 1 8 3 1 ,  John Trum­
bu l l  d ied at Detroi t  at  the advanced age of  8 2 .  
H e  had not  l ived i n  the Territory more than s ix 
or seven years-having come ou t  to pass the re­
mainder of h is  days with h is  daughter, the wife 
of Judge Wil l iam Woodbridge. J udge Trumbul l  
was a prominen t and honored cit izen during the 
American Revolu t ion,  as well as afterwards, and 
his poem of McFingal was one of  those well­
t imed and wel l -wri tten sati res which sometimes 
perform an importan t part in  publ ic emergencies .  
I t  was a very fel ic i tous sketch, which became in­
stantly popular, and produced as marked an effect 
in the Un i ted State s as .l-Iudz'bras did in England. 
I t  i s  one of  those produ ctions which are valuable 
not only for the i r  keen satire and am using h i ts ,  
bu t for their prese rvation of past manners and 
ways, which are seldom depicted by grave writers ,  
yet are necessary to the comprehension of both 
l aw and history.  American l i te rature is  not rich 
in those u n stud ied productions which might place 
us in the same famil iar relations w i th the olden 
time in  this cou ntry, which we are enabled to en­
joy with the days of  Pepys,  and Boswel l ,  and . 
Alexander Carlyle ,  and Horace \N al pole.  J udge 
Chap. XIV.] JUDICIAL CHANGES. STATE CONTEMPLATED. 4 35
Trumbull was not without distinction in various
public offices, but as an early writer, thoroughly
American in all things, and possessing both learn-
inor and Q^enius, he is entitled to honored remem-
brance. His placid and kindly face was not known
to many of this generation, but he ought not to
be forgotten by the citizens of his latest home.
In 1832, Judges Woodbridge and Chipman
were superseded by George Morell of New York,
and Ross Wilkins of Pennsylvania. Both of these
gentlemen were prominent in judicial life after
the State was admitted into the Union, as well as
during the Territory, and their reputation is familiar
to all our people. They were very important and
active agents in the development of our juris-
prudence.
On the 29th of June, 1832, a statute was passed
to call an election on the first Tuesday of Octo-
ber, to determine " whether it be expedient for
the people of this Territory to form a State gov-
ernment." At this election all free white male
inhabitants of the age of twenty-one years were
allowed to vote. The result of the election
was a very decisive expression in favor of the
change.
In the early spring of this year, Black Hawk,
a Sac chief who had moved beyond the Missis-
sippi, and by repeated conventions had agreed to
stay there, came across the river with a band of
Sacs and Foxes, and committed depredations in
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436 BLACK HAWK WAR. [Chap. X1\.
northern Illinois, and southern Wisconsin, which
was then in the Territory of Michigan. The Gov-
ernor of Illinois sent up a force under General
Whiteside, who left Beardstown on the 27th of
April, with 1,800 men, for the mouth of Rock
River. General Atkinson moved up from St.
Louis early in April, with a force of regulars.
Colonel Henry Dodge of Michigan raised a force
of Territorial volunteers, and rendered very im-
portant services, having taken measures to prevent
mischief from the Winnebagoes and other doubt-
ful Michigan Indians, and then entered vigorously
upon a decisive campaign. Many sharp fights
took place during the spring and summer, and
on the 2d of August the last battle was fought,
in which Colonel Dodge and Colonel Zachary
Taylor, afterwards President of the United States,
had command in the advance, and the Indian
force was nearly annihilated. Black Hawk was
held as a prisoner for several months, being last
confined in Fortress Monroe. He was, in June,
1833, taken out of that fort, and escorted through
the principal towns back to the Mississippi ; and
during the remaining seven years of his Hie he
behaved himself with propriety, and made no fur-
ther trouble. The officer who first took him down
the river to Jefferson barracks was then known
as Lieutenant Jefferson Davis, of the I'uited States
Army. Although intelligent, and having some
causes of grievance, Black Hawk was not one of
the best types of Indians. The Sacs and Foxes
#
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436  BLA C K  H AW K  W A R . ! CHAP. X l \ ' .  
northern I l l i nois ,  and sou thern W isconsin ,  which 
was then  in  the
. 
Territory of M ichigan . The Gov­
ernor of I l l inois sent up a force unde r General 
Whiteside, who l eft Beardstown on the 2 7 th o f  
Ap ril ,  with I , 800 men, for the mouth o f  Rock 
River. General Atkinson moved up  from St. 
Louis  early in Apri l ,  with a force of regu lars . 
Colonel H enry Dodge of Mich igan raised a force 
of Terri torial volun teers, and rendered very im ­
portant serv ices, having taken measu res to preven t 
mischief from the Winnebagoes and other doubt­
ful Michigan Indians,  and then entered v igorously 
u pon a decis ive campaign . Many sharp fights 
took place during the spring and summer, and 
o n  the 2d  of August the last battle was fought, 
in which Colonel Dodge and Colonel Zachary 
Taylor, afte rwards President  of the Un i ted States, 
had com mand in the advance, and the Indian 
force was nearly ann ihi lated. Black Hawk was 
held as a prisoner  for several months, being last 
confined in Fortress Mon roe. He was, in J une,  
r 8 3 3 , taken out  of that fort, and escorted th rough 
the princ ipal tow ns back to the Miss iss ippi ; and 
du ring the remain ing seven years of his l i fe he 
behaved h imself wi th · p ropriety, and made no fu r­
ther trou ble .  The officer who fi rst took him down 
the rive r to J efferson barracks was then known 
as Lieu te nan t J efferson Davis ,  of the U n ited States 
Army. Al though i n tel l igen t, and hav ing some 
cau ses of grievance, Black Hawk was not one of 
the best types of Indians .  The Sacs and Foxe. 
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had a bad reputation when the French first came
to Detroit, and they never lost it. Black. Hawk's
own story shows him to have been very treach-
erous. He was an old man of 65 when this last
Indian war broke out, and was in the British in-
terest as long as they provided for him. He
seems to have had an idea that the British gov-
ernment would help him. He had never kept
informed of the American settlement of Michigan,
and nothing surprised him more than the changes
in Detroit and the other settlements, with which
he had been familiar during the war of 181 2.
He had not learned before that Maiden had ceased
to plague the Northwest.
The losses of men by the casualties of battle
in the Black Hawk war were not so great as
might have been feared. There was, however, a
worse enemy than the Indians, and the ravages
of the Asiatic cholera were fearful. This dreadful
disease did not reach many of the troops while
in the field, near the seat of war. But it inter-
cepted them on the way, and broke up a part of
the expeditions sent out from the seaboard.
The coming of the cholera had been expected,
as it had been making its way steadily westward
from Asia for many months. The Michigan Legis-
lative Council passed laws early in the summer,
for the proper organization of boards of health,
and had given large powers to the municipal
bodies. But while cleanliness was known to be
essential, no remedies had yet been discovered to
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lJAP . TV .l C H OLER 4 3 7  
had a bad reputation when the French first  came 
to Detroit, and  they never lost i t .  Black . Hawk's  
own story shows him ' to have been ve ry treach­
e rous .  He was an old man of 65 when th is last 
I ndian war broke out, and was in the B ri tish in­
te rest as long as they provided for him . H e  
seems to have had a n  idea that the British gov­
ernment  would  help hi m .  He had never kept 
informed of the American settlement  of Michigan,  
and nothing su rpri sed him more than the changes 
in Detroit  and the other  settl ements, with which 
he had been famil iar du ring the war of I 8 1 2 .  
H e  had not learned before that Malden had ceased 
to p lagu e the Northwest. 
The losses of men by the casualties of battle 
m the Black Hawk war were not so great as 
might have been feared. There was, however, a 
worse enemy than the I ndians, and the ravages 
of the Asiatic cholera were fearful .  This d readful 
disease d id not reach many of the troops whi l e 
i n  the field, near the seat of war. But  i t  inter­
cepted them on the way, and broke up a part of 
the expedit ions sen t  ou t from the seaboard . 
The coming of the cholera had been expected, 
as it had been making i ts way s teadily westward 
from Asia for many months. The M ichigan Legis­
lative Council passed laws early in the summer, 
for the proper organization of board of  health , 
and had given large powers to the mun icipal 
bodies. But while cleanl iness was known to b 
essential ,  no remedies had yet been discovered to 
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check or cure the disease ; and while the physi-
cians were diligently *studying how to meet it, all
manner of nostrums and preventives were resorted
to by the terrified people. It reached Detroit be-
fore midsummer, and at once the large body of
laboring people, who had nothing to keep them
in the city, fled into the country, with exaggerated
stories of horrors, which were bad enough at the
best. Many citizens were attacked by the cholera
in a severe form, and a large share of them died.
A church building was converted into ^ hospital,
and all was done which could be to mitigate the
sufferings of the victims. Business was hardly
thought of. The air, whether really or in fancy,
appeared unusually oppressive ; and at nightfall,
at the street crossings and all along the public
ways, as well as at private houses, great kettles
of burning pitch blazed, and threw up dark columns
of smoke late into the night. The customary so-
lemnities of burial were shortened, and sometimes
neglected. A rigid quarantine intercepted the or-
dinary course of travel. But the omission which
at first was most noted, was that of the tolling
of the bell. A custom had prevailed for a long
time of ringing the passing bell, immediately after
the death of any person in the town. , The build-
ings were mostly within a small compass, and
the bell of the First Protestant Society, which
was used for all public purposes, could be dis-
tinctly heard everywhere. In such small commu-
nities the death of any one interests the feelings
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4 38 CHOLERA. [CHAP. XIV . 
check or  cu re the disease ; and whi le the physi­
cians were di ligen tly studying how to meet i t, all 
man ner of nostrums  and p reven tives were resorted 
to by the te rrified people.  It reached Detroit  be­
fore midsummer, and at  once the large body of 
laboring people, who had nothing to keep them 
in the city, fled i n to the cou ntry, with exaggerated 
stories of horrors, which were bad enough at the 
best. Many citizens were attacked by the cholera 
in  a severe form,  and a large share of them died. 
A chu rch bui ld ing was converted into a. hospital ,  
and all was done which could  be to m itigate the 
sufferings of the vict ims .  Bus iness was hardly 
thought of. The a ir, whether really or in fancy, 
appeared unusual ly oppressive ; and at  n ightfall ,  
at the s treet crossings and all along the publ ic  
ways, as wel l  as at private houses, great kettles 
of bu rn ing pitch blazed, and threw u p  dark columns 
of smoke late i n to the n ight. The customary so­
lem n ities of bu rial were shortened, and sometimes 
neglected. A rigid quarantine  in tercepted the o r­
d inary course of travel .  Bu t the om ission which 
at  fi rst  was most  noted, was that of the tol l ing 
of the bel l .  A cu stom had prevailed for a long 
time of ringing the passing bell, immediately after 
the death of  any person in  the town .  _ The bu'ild­
ings were mostly within a small compass, and 
the bel l  of the First Protestan t  Society, which 
was u sed for al l  publ ic purposes, could be dis­
tinctly heard everywhere .  I n  such small commu­
nit ies the  death of any one interests the feel ings 
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of all ; and the tolling which announced that
some one had just departed, was always heard
with solemn emotions. But when the victims of
the cholera began to multiply, the frequency of
these knells added to the general panic, and it
became necessary to discontinue them. The cus-
tom once broken was not renewed, and was soon
forgotten.
A considerable force of United States troops
was ordered to the seat of war, and they were all
sent up by steamboats from Buffalo, bound for
Chicago. These detachments reached Detroit
early in July. The Michigan volunteers from De-
troit had left before the cholera became fatal, and
marched across the country ; but their services
were not required, and the orders were counter-
manded before they reached Lake Michigan.
Colonel Garry Spencer's cavalry troop had
marched beyond the St. Joseph's River, but the
infantry had not gone very far before they were
recalled. The first detachment of regulars, con-
sisting of 220 men, accompanied by Major General
Winfield Scott, went up on the steamboat Sheldon
Thompson. When she left Chicago on the re-
turn " trip, one officer and 51 men had died, and
80 were sick. General Scott and several other
officers had mild attacks of the cholera, but s"bon
recovered.
On the 8th of July it was known in Detroit
that of 370 who had gone up after General
Scott's party, under Colonel Twiggs, and had been
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
24
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. XIV.)  MOVEMENTS OF TROOPS. 4 3 9  
of  all ; and the tol l ing which announced that 
som e  one had j u st departed, was always heard 
with solemn emotions .  But  when the vict ims of 
the chol era began to multiply, the frequency of 
these knel ls  added to the general pan ic, and it 
became necessary to di scontinue  them.  The cus­
tom once broken was not renewed, and was soon 
forgotten .  
A considerable force of Un ited States troops 
was ordered to the seat of war, and they were all 
sen t  up by steamboats from Buffalo, boun d  for  
Chicago. These detachments reached Detroit 
early in J u ly. The M ichigan volun teers from De­
troi t  had left before the cholera became fatal, and 
marched across the cou ntry ; bu t the ir  services 
were not requ i red, and the orders were coun ter­
manded before they reached Lake l\1 ichigan . 
Colonel Garry Spencer's  cavalry troop had 
marched beyond the St. Joseph 's  R iver, but the 
i nfantry had not gone very far before they were 
recalled. The first detachment of regulars, con­
sisting of 2 20 men, accompanied by Major  General 
Winfield Scott, wen t  up on the steamboat Sheldon 
Thom pson . When she left Chicago on the re­
tu rn trip, one officer and 5 r men had d ied, and 
80 were s ick. General Scott and several other 
officers had mi ld attacks of the cholera, bu t s'oon 
recovered. 
On the 8th of J u ly i t  was known in Detroit 
that of  3 70 who had gone u p  after General 
Scott 's party, u nder Colonel Twiggs, and had been 
440 CHOLERA VICTIMS. TERRITORY EXTENDEt). [Chai'. XIV.
compelled to land below Fort Gratiot, only 150
remained — a large number having died of cholera
and the rest deserted. Very few of these panic-
stricken wretches reached Detroit. Most of them
died in the woods and on the road, and of these
many were devoured by wolves and other
beasts. A third detachment, under Colonel Cum-
mings, had at first encamped at Detroit, where
several died. The survivors were embarked on
the William Penn, but in a short time were com-
pelled to return. They were put in camp again
at Springwells, and there was afterwards compara-
tively little mortality among them. It was
reckoned that more than half of the aggregate
commands were swept away. Of six companies
that left Fortress Monroe, but 180 men returned;
and the losses among others were in similar pro-
portion.
Among the more prominent citizens who died
during this summer, were Father Gabriel Richard,
and General Charles Larned, — a distinguished
lawyer, who had been Attorney General of the
lerritory. Jacob M. Howard, and Franklin
Sawyer, (afterwards Superintendent of Public In-
struction,) were students in his office.
On the 28th of June, 1834, all the territory
west of the Mississippi River and north of
Missouri, as far as the Missouri and White Earth
Rivers, was attached to, and made a part of the
Territory of Michigan. The Legislative Council
was also authorized to hold an extra session, on
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Chap. XIV.] DEATH OF GOVERNOR PORTER. 441
the call of the Governor. The necessity of this
arose from the annexation.
On the .5th of July, Governor Porter died of
cholera, which was during that summer very fatal.
Seven per cent of the population of Detroit died
in a single month. His funeral services were
celebrated in the Capitol, and were attended by
a very large concourse of people, who held him
in great respect. His death would have been a
loss to the Territory at any time, and it was at
this time especially lamentable, as the public
affairs soon became critical, and would have been
all the better for his good sense and prudence.
The Council was called together by Acting
Governor Mason in September. The western ter-
ritory was set off into the Counties of Dubuque
and Des Moines, and put in the same circuit
with the County of Iowa, east of the Mississippi.
A law was passed tor taking a census of the
Territory. Provision was also made for appoint-
ing boundary commissioners, to adjust the southern
boundaries with Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Noth-
ing came of this latter project.
Governor Porter's place was never tilled.
General Jackson sent to the Senate for confirma-
tion the name of Henry D. Gilpin. This nomina-
nation was rejected. The President and Senate
were not at this time in full accord, and Mr.
Gilpin was obnoxious as having been connected
with some of the matters which had given rise to
the difficulty. This arose chiefly trom the appoint-
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the cal l  of th Governor. The necess i ty of this  
arose from the annexation . 
On the .5 th of J uly, Governor Porte r d ied of 
cholera, which was du ring that ummer very fatal . 
Seven per cent  of the population  of Detroi t d ied 
in  a single month .  H i s  funeral services were 
celebrated i n  the Capitol ,  a n d  were attended b) 
a very large concou rse of people, who held him 
in  great respect .  H is death wou ld have been a 
loss to the Terri to ry at any time , and i t  was at 
this t ime especially lamentabl , as the publ i c  
affairs soon became cri tical ,  and would have been 
al l the better for his  good sense and prudence .  
The Counci l  was cal led together by Acti ng 
Governor Mason i n  September. The western ter­
ritory was set off in to the Cou n ties of Dubuque 
and Des Moines and put i n  the same circu i t  
with the Coun ty o f  Iowa, east o f  the M ississippi . 
A law was passed for taking a census of the 
Terri tory.  Provision was also made for appo int­
ing boundary commissioners, to adjust  the sou thern 
bou ndaries with Ohio ,  I ndiana and I l l inois .  Noth ­
i ng came of thi latter project. 
Governor Porter 's  place was never fil led. 
General Jackson sen t  to the Senate for confirma­
tion the name of Hen ry D. Gilp in .  Thi nomina­
nation was rejected .  The Presiden t  and Senate 
were not at th is  t ime in fu l l  accord, and M r. 
Gilpin was obnoxious as having been connected 
with some of the matters which had given rise to 
the difficulty .  This arose chiefly from the appoint-
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inent of Roger B. Taney as Secretary of the
Treasury, and his removal of the pubHc deposits
from the United States Bank, which led to resolu-
tions of censure on the part of the Senate, and
to a new political organization and the merging
of the old parties. Mr. Taney's nomination was
held over by the President until the end of the
session, when he was rejected at once. General
Jackson made no further nomination after Mr.
Gilpin's rejection. Afterwards he had entertained
the idea of filling the vacancy by an appointment
during the recess. Finding this could not be done,
he left Secretary Mason in charge of the executive
department of the Territory, until he became dis-
satisfied with his course during the period before
the establishment of the State government. As
this occurred but a few weeks before Governor
Mason was elected and assumed office under the
State, it was too late to be anything but a source
of some trouble to the estimable — but impru-
dent — gentleman who last undertook to govern
Michigan as a Territory.
The census, which was completed before the
adjournment of the Council, showed that, within
the boundaries of the original Territory of Mich-
igan, there were 87,273 free inhabitants. This
was an increase of 61,768 beyond the 26,505 re-
ported by the census of 1830. More people had
come into Michigan in four years than the 60,000
which entitled her to become a State. This did
not include the large immigration west of Lake
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4 4 2  POPULATION . [CHAP. XIV . 
ment  of Roger B.  Taney as Secretary of the 
Treasu ry, and his removal of the publ ic  depos its 
from the Un i ted States Bank, which led to resolu­
tions of censure on the part of the Senate, and 
to a new pol i tical organization and the merging 
of the old parties .  M r. Taney's nomination was 
held over by the President un ti l  the end  of the 
session, when he was rej ected at once.  General 
Jackson made no fu rther nomination afte r M r. 
Gilpin ' s  rej ection .  Afterwards he had en tertained 
the idea of fi l l ing the vacancy by an appointment 
du ring the recess .  Finding th is  coul d  not  be done ,  
he left Secretary M ason in  charge of  the execu tive 
department  of the Terri tory, u n til he became dis­
satisfied with his course during the period befo re 
the establ ishment  of the State government. As 
th is  occu rred bu t a few weeks before Governor 
Mason was elected and assumed office u nder the 
State, i t  was too late to be anything bu t a sou rce 
of some trouble to the estimable - but impru­
dent - gen tl eman who last u n dertook to  govern 
Michigan as a Territory. 
The census, which was completed before the 
adj ourn ment of the Cou nci l ,  showed that, within 
the bou ndaries of  the original Territory of M ich­
igan ,  there were 8 7 , 2 7 3  free inhabitants . This 
was an increase of 6 1  , 7 68 beyond the 2 6, 505 re­
ported by the census of r 8 30. More people had 
come in to Mich igan in fou r years than the 60,000 
which enti tled he r to become a State.  This did 
not include the large immigration west of  Lake 
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Michigan, whereby Wisconsin had already obtained
a population which would give her, if a Territory,
the right to a complete popular legislature. The
Legislative Council of Michigan, in December,
1834, memorialized Congress upon the subject of
establishing a Territorial government for Wisconsin.
This had been mooted for some time, and " Huron"
Territory had been the vei^ inappropriate name
before suggested for it. The Hurons had not
lived there, and Lake Huron did not touch it.
The name finally selected was appropriate and
satisfactory. Nothing was done by Congress to
set apart this Territory until Michigan was ready
for admission, when Wisconsin was set off, and
her new career of independence began on the
4th of July, 1836. But the last delegate to Con-
gress from Michigan Territory, George W. Jones,
had been purposely allowed to be chosen from
Wisconsin ; and the Michigan authorities had done
all in their power to advance the admission of
that region as a separate Territory.
On the 26th of January, 1835, an act was
passed, which, after reciting the act of 1805,
whereby the territory north of an east and west
line, running from the southerly bend of Lake
Michigan to Lake Erie, was set off as the Terri-
tory of Michigan, and the people, whenever there
should be 60,000 free inhabitants, were authorized
to form a permanent constitution and organize as
a State, appointed an election of delegates to form
a convention to adopt a constitution and State
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CH AP. XIV.] WISCONSIN . 44 3 
Michigan ,  whereby Wiscons in  had al ready obtai ned 
· a population which would give her, i f  a Territory, 
th� right to a complete popular legislatu re . The 
Legislative Council of Michigan,  i n  December, 
r 8 34, memorial ized Congress upon the subject of 
establishi ng a Territorial government for Wisconsin .  
This had been  mooted for some time, and " H u ron" 
Territory had bee n  the very i nappropriate name 
before suggested for i t. The H u rons had not 
l ived there, and Lake H u ron did not touch it . 
The name finally selected was appropriate and 
satisfactory. Nothi ng was done by Congress to 
set apart th is  Territory u n til Michigan was ready 
for admission ,  when Wiscons in was set off, and 
her new career of i ndepen dence began on the 
4th of Ju ly, I 8 3 6. B u t  the last delegate to Con­
gress from M ichigan Territory, George W .  Jones ,  
had been pu rposely allowed to be chosen from 
Wisconsi n  ; and the M ichigan authorities had done 
al l  i n  their power to advance the admission of 
that region as a separate Territory. 
On the 2 6th of January, r 8 3 5 ,  an act was 
passed, which, after reciting the act of r 805 , 
whereby the territory north . of an  east and west 
l ine, run n ing from the sou therly bend of Lake 
M·ichigan to Lake Erie, was set off as the Terri­
tory of Michigan ,  and the people, whenever there 
should be 60,000 free i nhabitants, were au thorized 
to form a permanent  constitut ion and organize as 
a State, appointed an election of delegates to form 
a convention to adopt a constitu tio n  and State 
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government. The election was to be held on vSat-
urday, April 4, 1835; and the convention was to
meet at Detroit, on the second Monday of May.
The delegates were to be adult citizens of the
United States, and the voters adult free white male
inhabitants. The inhabitants of the strip of land
attached to Indiana were allowed to vote in the
districts and counties 'immediately north of them.
This Indiana strip had never been included in the
organized counties of Michigan, and the Council
disclaimed any design to assume control over it,
until their rights could be adjudicated.
Up to this time Michigan had been in peaceable
possession of the country east of Indiana, and
north of the latitude of the southern point of Lake
Michigan, as surveyed in 181 8, and the authority
of Ohio had not been in force there. It had been
included in 1827 in the Township of Port Law-
rence, laid out at the same time with the earliest
township divisions in the rest of^ the Territory.
The first act laying out Territorial roads, in 1828,
had established such a road from Port Lawrence,
through Adrian, in Lenawee County, to intersect
the Chicago Road, and the authorities had sur-
veyed and laid it out, and opened it, at the ex-
pense of the Territory. The Erie and Kalamazoo
Railroad was chartered in 1833, from Port Law-
rence to Adrian, and thence to the Kalamazoo
River; and the only authority whereby lands were
obtained for its line was under the laws of
Michigan.
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Chap. XIV. j BOUNDARY DISPUTE 445
In the beginninor of this year, (1835,) Governor
Lucas of Ohio sent in to the Legislature of that
State a message asserting jurisdiction over the
territory south of the mouth of Maumee Bay, and
urging legislation to possess and control it. The
Legislative Council of Michigan, upon receiving
notice of this by a message from the acting Gov-
ernor, passed an act on the 12th of February,
1835, "to prevent the exercise of foreign jurisdic-
tion within the limits of the Territory of Mich-
igan," whereby it was made highly penal for any
one to accept or exercise any public office, in any
part of the Territory, except by commission from
the United States or from Michigan. On the 23rd
of February, the Ohio Legislature passed a series
of acts and resolutions, asserting jurisdiction over
the land in question, declaring that measures
should be taken by all the departments of the
State government to establish it; extending or-
ganized counties so as to cover it, and directing
commissioners to run the boundary line ; and re-
quiring all public officers to extend their authority
over it. Governor Lucas at once notified the
county officers to exercise their functions, and the
major general under whose command the new dis-
tricts were placed to enrol the inhabitants in the
militia ; and he determined to attend the spring
elections in person, to see to the complete re-or-
ganization, and appointed commissioners to meet
him at Perrysburgh, on the ist of April, to run the
line. The Territorial authorities broueht the mat-
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'HAP. l Y . j BOU ... DA R Y  D ISPUT E 4 4 � 
I n  the begi nn ing of this year, ( 1 3 5 , ) Governor  
Lucas of Ohio  ent  in  to  the Legislatu re of  that 
tate a message asserting j urisdict ion over the 
territory sou th of the mouth of Mau mee Bay, and 
u rging legislation to possess and con trol i t. Th 
Legislative Counci l  of Michigan ,  upon rece ivi ng 
notice of this by a message from the acting Gov-
rnor, passed an act on the 1 2 th of February 
1 3 5 ,  " to preven t  the exercise of  fore ign ju risdic­
tion with in  the l imi t  of the Te rritory of Mich­
igan," whereby i t  was made highly penal for any 
one to accept or  exe rcise any publ ic office, in any 
part of the Terri to ry, except by commission from 
the U nited States or  from Mich igan .  On  the 2 ,,  rd 
of February, the hio Legislatu re passed a se ri s 
of acts and resolu tions , assert ing ju risdict ion ov r 
the lan d i n  qu estion declaring that measu r s 
should  be taken by all the department of the 
tate governmen t  to establish it ; extending or­
gan ized cou n ties so as to cover it and directing 
commissioners to ru n the bo�1 ndary l ine ; and r -
qu i ring all publ ic office rs to extend the i r  au thority 
ove r i t . :rove rn or  Lucas at one  notified th 
cou n ty officer to exercise the i r  fu nction s , and the 
major  eneral under  whose command the new di -
tricts were plac l to enrol th i n habitant i n  the 
mi l i tia ; and h d t rm in  cl t att nd th . pnno· 
elections  i n  person . to. e to the complet r -or­
ban izat ion ,  and appoin ted commissioner to meet 
him at Perrysbu rgh, on the I st of Apri l  to ru n th 
l i ne .  The T rritorial au thori ties brou o-ht the mat-
446 BOUNDARY DISPUTE. [Chap. XIV.
ter to the attention of the President. Congress
had adjourned without passing an act giving the
land to Ohio, which had been sought by Ohio
but had failed at two recent successive sessions.
Governor Mason ordered General Joseph W.
Brown, commanding the Michigan militia, to hold
himself in readiness to resist any attempt of Ohio
to carry out the threatened measures ; and the
Council appropriated money to enable the execu-
tive to enforce the laws of the Territory. The
Michigan authorities used such force as was ne-
cessary, to repel intrusion and arrest offenders
against the law, and the difficulties became very
menacing. The Attorney General of the United
States, Benjamin F. Butler, (of New York,) de-
cided that the Michigan authorities were in the
right, and such was the view of the President and
his advisers ; but Messrs. Rush and Howard were
sent out as commissioners, to conciliate matters if
possible. It was afterwards claimed by Governor
Lucas, but denied at Washington, that these gen-
tlemen had made an agreement that the Ohio line
should be run as claimed, and the people be al-
lowed to follow their individual predilections as to
which government they would obey, until the close
of the next session of Congress. It never was
pretended that the Michigan authorities consented
to this ; and if the commissioners had possessed
any authority, which the Secretary of State ex-
pressly denied had been attempted to be bestowed
on them, — such an arrano^ement as the latter,
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4 4 6  BOUNDARY DIS PUTE. [CHAP. XIV. 
ter to the atten tion of the President. Congress 
had adj ou rned w ithou t passing an act giving the 
land to Ohio, which had been sought  by Ohio 
bu t had fai led at  two recent  successive sessions .  
Governor Mason ordered General Joseph W .  
Brown, commanding the M ich igan mili tia, to hold 
himself in  readiness to resist any attempt of  Ohio 
to carry ou t the th reatened measures ; and the 
Cou n cil appropriated money to enable the execu­
tive to enforce the laws of the Territory. The 
Mich igan authorities u sed such force as was ne­
cessary, to repel  i ntrusion and arrest offenders 
against the law, and the d ifficul ties became very 
menacing. The Attorney General of the U n i tecl 
States, Benjamin F. Bu tler, (of New York,) de­
cided that the M ichigan authorities were in the 
right, and  such was the view of the President and 
his advisers ; but Messrs .  Rush and H oward were 
sent out  as commissioners ,  to conci l iate matters if 
possible .  It was afte rwards claimed by Governor 
Lucas, bu t den ied at Washington , that these gen­
tl emen had made an  agreement  that the Ohio l ine 
should be ru n as c laimed, and the people be al ­
lowed to fol low thei r individual predilections as to 
which government  they would  obey, u ntil the close 
of the next session of Congress. It never was 
pretended that the Mich igan au thorities consented 
to this ; and if the commissioners had possessed 
any au thority, which the Secretary of State ex­
pressly denied had been attempted to be bestowed 
on them, - such an arrangemen t  as the latter, 
Chap. XIV.] BOUNDARY DISPUTE. 447
which practically would be anarchy, would have
been at least very unlikely. The Michigan au-
thorities did not accept or act on such an arrange-
ment, and proceeded to arrest offenders, as before,
including a portion of the party of the Ohio sur-
vey commissioners. Governor Lucas called an
extra session of the Legislature of Ohio, and they
passed a statute agreeing to the terms as he as-
serted them of the United States commissioners,
provided the United States would compel Mich-
igan to respect them, — otherwise, directing that
the Ohio laws should be carried out ; and they
appropriated $300,000 for that purpose. The
Governor, on the i8th of June, sent in a second
message enclosing a sharp correspondence with
Washington, in which the acting Secretary of State
denied the correctness of the Governors under-
standing of the views of the commissioners and
of the President, and intimated that the latter
might find it necessary to interfere with the power
of the United States, if Ohio persisted in running
the line with an armed escort. Governor Lucas
afterwards sent commissioners to Washinoton, and
it was there understood that General Jackson
would recommend the Michigan authorities to
avoid any unnecessary violence. For a time
things remained quiet, with an occasional difficul-
ty, but no general interference.
The Legislature of Ohio had, at the latest
session, undertaken to organize a new county
named Lucas county, covering the seat of difficulty,
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CHAP. X IV.] BOUN DARY DISPUTE. 4 4 7  
which practically wou ld  b e  anarchy, would have 
been at least very u n l ikely. The Michigan au­
thorities did not accept or act on such an arrange­
ment, and proceeded to arrest offenders, as before, 
incl ud ing a portion of  the party of the Ohio su r­
vey comm1ss1oners .  Governor Lucas called an 
extra session of the Legislatu re of Ohio, and they 
passed a statute agreeing to the terms as he  as­
serted them of the Un i ted States commiss ioners 
provided the Uni ted States would  compel Mich­
igan to respect them,  - otherwise,  d i recting that 
the Ohio laws should  be carried ou t ; and they 
appropriated $300,ooo for that pu rpose .  The 
Gove rnor, on the I 8 th of June , sent in a second 
message enclosing a sharp correspondence with 
WashiIJgton ,  in  which the acting Secr.etary of  State 
denied the correctness of the Governor 's  under­
standing of the v iews of the commissioners and 
of the Pres iden t, and intimated that the latter 
m ight find i t  necessary to in terfe re with the power 
of the Uni ted States ,  i f  Ohio persisted in running 
the l ine· with an armed escort. Governor Lucas 
afterwards sent commissioners to Washington , and 
it was there u nderstood that General Jackson 
wou ld  recommend the M ichigan authorit ies to 
avoid any unnecessary violence. For a t ime 
things remained quiet, with an occasional difficu l ­
ty, but no general interference .  
The Legisl atu re of Ohio had, at  the latest 
session, undertaken to organize a new coun t) • • 
named Lucas county, covering the seat of d ifficu l ty, 
448 TOLEDO WAR [Chap. XIV.
and it was understood that it was intended to
open court at Toledo on the 7th of September,
and that levies of troops had been made to pro-
tect the judges in so doing. Governor Mason
thereupon ordered out the Michigan forces, and
took possession of Toledo, accompanying the
troops in person. It is said, but on doubtful au-
thority, that the court was organized by night,
and secretly, and immediately adjourned. No op-
posing forces were encountered by Governor
Mason ; and the Michigan levies were led back
over the line, and disbanded at their various
points of rendezvous. The feeling all over Mich-
igan was intense, and it is fortunate there was no
fatal bloodshed.
Many of the reminiscences of the campaign
partake of the ludicrous. It is not desirable to
record the personal incidents and misadventures
which our troops reported as having befallen
themselves and some of their civil adversaries.
Michigan had a skeleton in her own closet, in the
shape of a " claim of Lewis E. Bailey for a horse
lost in the service of the State, in defending the
supremacy of the laws." Year after year, from
1836 to 1846, this claim was regularly presented
and regularly rejected, until in the latter year it
dawned upon the minds of the Legislature that
it might be better to pay fifty dollars, and inter-
est trom January ist, 1836, than to waste time and
printing enough to ^cost more than a regiment of
horses ; and they surrendered to a siege that
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44 8 TOLE DO WA R .  [CHAP. X I V .  
and it was u nderstood that i t  was in tended to 
open  cou rt at Toledo on the 7 th of  September, 
and that levies of troops had been made to pro­
tect  the j udges in so doing. Governor Mason 
thereupon ordered ou t the Michigan forces, and 
took possess10n of Toledo, accompanying th 
troop in  person .  I t  i s  said,  bu t  on dou btful  au ­
thority, that the cou rt was organized by n ight, 
and secretly, and immediately adj ou rned. No 01 -
posing forces were encountered by Governor 
Mason ; and the M ichigan lev ies  were led back 
ver the l ine, and disbanded at their  various 
po in  ts of  rendezvous .  The feel ing all over M ich­
j gan was in tense ,  and i t  i s  fortu nate there was no  
fatal bloodshed. 
Man) of  the remin iscences of the campaign 
partake of the ludicrou s .  It is not  desirable to 
record the personal inc idents and misadventu res 
which our troops reported as having befal len 
themselves and some of  their  civi l adve rsaries .  
M ichigan had a skeleton in  her own closet, in  the 
shape of a " claim of Lewis E. Bailey fo r a horse 
lost in the ervice of the State, i n  defending the 
su premacy of the laws . "  Year after year, from 
r 36 to r 846, th is c la im was regu larly presented 
and regu larly rej ected, u n ti l  in the latte r year i t  
dawne u p o n the minds f the Legislatu re that 
i t  might be better to pay fifty dollars ,  and inter­
e t from January r st, r 3 6, than to waste t ime and 
pri n t ing enough to .co t more than a regiment  of 
horses ; and the) u rrender d to a s iege that 
Chap. XIV. J SOUTHERN BOUNDARY. 449
parallelled in duration diat of Troy. Time has
healed die odier griefs, and if the historian is
compelled to discuss them, it is not with the pa-
thetic lament of Queen Mary over the loss of
Calais, nor the hankering for territory which has
made Alsace-Lorraine a debatable s^round so lonor.
However doubtful the bargain was originally by
which Ohio obtained the spoils, it has been ratified
too thoroughly to be disputed ; and our only
present emulation is friendly and neighborly.
The history of the disputed boundary is not
complicated. The Ordinance of 1787, which, as
already pointed out, was not a mere statute —
which the confederated Congress had no power
to enact — was in itself a compact, and article
of government, for a region over which Congress
itself could not, as then organized, legislate di-
rectly at all. It had no ordinary legislative power,
and reserved none ; but, in pursuance of arrange-
ments which had all the essentials of treatv obli-
gations, defined certain limits for the temporary
exercise of authority by a legislative board, until
the population should reach 5,000 free male in-
habitants, after which the legislative power of the
Territory was absolute, subject only to certain
specified restrictions necessary to justice. The
time for oro-anizino; the Lei^-Islature was ascertained
by the Territorial, and not by the Congressional,
authorities, and it was expressly stipulated, as a
perpetual compact, that while, as a matter of gi-ace,
the future States might be admitted with less than
29
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CHAP. X l V . J SOUTHERN BOUN DAR \' . 4 4 9  
parallel led m duration that of Troy. Time has 
healed the other griefs, and if  the historian i s  
compelled to discuss them, i t  i s  not with the pa­
thetic lament  of  Queen Mary over the loss of 
Calais, nor the hankering for terri tory which ha 
made Alsace- Lorraine a debatable ground so long. 
H owever dou btfu l  the bargain was origi nal ly by 
which Ohio obtained the spoi l s ,  it has been ratified 
too thoroughly to be dispu ted : and ou r only 
present emulation i s  friendly and ne ighborly. 
The h istory of the d ispu ted bou ndary is not  
compl icated. The Ordinance of r 78 7 ,  which ,  as 
· al ready po in ted ou t, was not  a mere s tatu te­
which the confederated Congress had no power 
to enact - was i n  i tself a compact, and article 
of government, for a region over which Congress 
i tself could not, as then  organized, legislate d i­
rectly at al l .  I t  had no ordinary legislative power, 
and reserved none ; bu t, i n  pursuance of arrange·­
ments which had all the essentials of treaty obl i­
gations ,  defined certa in l imi ts for the temporary 
exercise of au thority by a l egislative board, un ti l  
the popu lation should reach 5 ,000 free male i n ­
habitants ,  after  which the legis lative power of the 
Territory was absolu te, subject  only to certa in  
specified restrictions necessary to justice . The 
t ime for organiz ing the Legislatu re was ascertain l 
by the Te rritorial , and not  by the ·Congres iona l ,  
authori ties ,  and i t  was express ly t ipulated as a 
perpetu al compact, that whi le ,  as a matt r of ;:::race ,  
the fu tu re tates m ight be ad mitted with les than 
:29 
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60,000 inhabitants, each should be entitled to form
a permanent constitution and State government,
and be admitted into the Union as a matter of
right, whenever it should have that number. It
was not in any way intimated or ..implied that
Congress should be first required to give permis-
sion, before the initial steps were taken. The or-
dinance itself gave this permission, as plainly as
it did that for establishino- a Territorial Le^isla-
ture to supplant the Legislative Board. The only
difficulty that could arise must have arisen out of
the authority to create five, instead of three
States. And this was the ground insisted upon
by those who questioned the right of Michigan.
The perpetual compact provided for '' not less
than three, nor more than five. States;" and the
i
three contemplated were formed by the indefinite
continuation northward, to the national boundary
line, of the present lines between Ohio and Indiana,
and between Indiana and Illinois. These were sub-
ject to this proviso: "Provided, however, and it is
further understood and declared, that the boundar-
ies of these three States shall be subject so far to
be altered that if Cono^ress shall thereafter find it
expedient, they shall have authority to form one or
two States in that part of the said territory which
lies north of an east and west line drawn through the
southeidy bend or extreme of Lake Michigan. And
whenever any of the said States shall have sixty
thousand free inhabitants therein, such State shall
be admitted, by its delegates, into the Congress
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4 5 0  SOUTHERN BOUN DA R Y .  [CHAP. XIV . 
60,000 inhabitan ts, each should be enti tled to form 
a pe rmanent  consti tu tion and State gove rnment, 
and be admitted i n to the Union as a matter of  
right, whenever i t  should have that number.  I t  
was not in  any  way in timated or ..impl ied that 
Congress shou ld be fi rs t  requ i red to give permis­
s ion,  before the i n i tial steps were taken .  The or­
dinance i tself gave this permiss ion ,  as plain ly as 
it did that for establ ishing a Terri torial Legisla­
tu re to supplant the Legislative Board.  The only 
difficulty that could  arise mu st have arisen ou t of 
the au thority to create five ,  i n s tead of three 
States.  And this was the ground ins isted upon 
by those who quest ioned the right of M ichigan . 
The perpetu al compact provided for " n ot less 
t?an three, nor more than five,  States ; "  and the 
three con templated were formed by the i _ndefin ite 
continuation northward, to the national bou ndary 
l i n e , of the p resent  l ines between Ohio and Ind iana, 
a nd between Ind iana and I l l inois .  These were sub­
j ect to this proviso : " Provided, however, and i t  i s  
fu rther  u nderstood and declared,  that the bou ndar­
ies of these three States shal l be subj ect  so far to 
be altered that if Congress shall thereafter find i t  
expedient, they shal l  have au thori ty to form one or 
two States i n  that part  of the sa id territory which 
l ies north of an east and west line drawn throug-h the 
southerly bend or extre1ne ef Lake Mic/zig-an. And 
whenever any of the said States shall have s ixty 
thou sand free i nhabitants therein ,  su ch State shall 
be admitted, by i ts delegate s, i n to the Congress 
Chap. XIV.] SOUTHERN BOUNDARY. 451
of the United States, on an equal footing with
the original States in all respects whatever ; and
shall be at liberty to form a permanent constitu-
tion and State government : Provided, the con-
stitution and government so to be formed, shall
be republican, and in conformity to the principles
contained in these articles ; and so far as it can
be consistent with the general interests of the
confederacy, such admission shall be allowed at
an earlier period, and when there may be a less
number of free inhabitants in the State than sixty
thousand."
This compact was declared to be perpetual.
It was established when there was no expectation
that any change w^ould be made in the articles of
confederation, which would give Congress any
legislative power that could tamper with the Or-
dinance, or provide for governing Territories by
direct Congressional interference.
The practical construction put upon it by the
first Congress of the United States under the
Constitution, was that it was unalterable. There
were but two powers reserved to Congress by the
Ordinance ; one of them — the appointing power —
being executive in its nature, and the other — the
designation of States north of the latitude of the
southern point of Lake Michigan — being one of
those mixed powers which may be exercised by
legislatures themselves, or delegated. By the Con-
stitution of the United States the appointing power
was made executive entirely ; and the power ol
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CHAP. XIV.]  SOUTHERN BOUNDARY. 4 5 1  
of  the Uni ted States, on  an  equal footing with 
the original States in  al l  respects whatever · and 
shall be at l iberty to form a permanent  const itu­
tion and State government : Provided, the con ­
stitu tion and government so  to be  formed, � bal l  
be  republ ican, and i n  conformi ty to the principles 
contained in these art ic les · and so far as i t  can 
be consistent  with the general in terests of the 
confederacy, such admi ssion shall be allowed at 
an earli er  period,  and when there may be a le s 
nu mber of free i nhabitants in  the State than s ixty 
thousand . " 
This com pact was declared to be perpetual .  
I t  was establ ished when there was no  expectation 
that any change wou ld  be made in the articles of 
confederation, which would give Congress any 
legislative power that cou ld tamper wi th the O r­
dinance,  or  provide for govern i ng Territories by 
d irect Congressional i n terference .  
The practical construct ion pu t upon i t  by the 
firs t  Congress of the Un i ted States u nder the 
Consti tu t ion ,  was that i t  was unalterable .  The re 
were bu t two powers reserved to Congress by the 
Ordinance ; one of them-the appoin ting power­
being execu tive in i ts natu re and the other-th 
designation of States north of the lati tu de of th 
southern point of Lake Michi an-being on of 
those mixed powers which may be exe rcised by 
legislatures themselves, or dele ated. B) the Con­
stitu tion of the U n ited States the appo in ting po\\ er 
was made execu tive ent irely ; and the powe r of 
452
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admitting States was left Congressional. Instead
of remodelling this Ordinance, the Congress of
1 789 adopted this preamble : " IVhereas, in order
that the Ordinance of the United States in Con-
u^ress assembled, for the oovernment of the Ter-
ritory Northwest ot the River Ohio, may continue
to have full effect, it is requisite that certain pro-
visions should be made, so as to adapt the samie
to the present Constitution of the United States.
" Be it enacted," etc. The chanoe made was in
transferring the executive functions to the Presi-
dent and Senate, who under the Constitution had
succeeded to that branch of the old powers of
Congress. It is also to be remembered that the
compact against change did not cover any but six
specified articles of the Ordinance.
No subsequent act of Congress for the estab-
lishment of Territories, outside of the lands owned
before the Constitution, has ever contained com-
pacts beyond the recall of Congress ; and it may
be doubtful whether Congress could so stipulate.
But no such doubt can exist concerning the Con-
trress of the Confederation ; and the Compress of
1 789 evidently intended to respect their agree-
ments.
The east and west line which was named in
the Ordinance, was adopted without qualification.
The suggestion of Mr. Binney that it was in-
definite, because it has no named terminus, would
hardly have been made on sober reflection. It Is
as definite as any boundary line could be made
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S O U T H E R N  BOUN DAR Y .  [CH AP. X I V .  
admi tting States was left Congressional .  I nstead 
of remodel l i ng this Ordinance ,  the Congress of 
r 789 adopted th is preamble : ' '  Wlicreas, i n  order 
that th Ord inance of  the U n ited States in Con­
gress assembled,  for  the government  of the Ter­
ritory Northwest  of the River  Ohio, may con ti nue  
to have fu l l  effect, i t  i s  requ isite that ce rtain pro­
v is ions shou ld be made, so as to adapt the same 
to the presen t  Const itu tion of the U n ited States. 
" Be it enacted , ' '  etc . The change made was i n  
transferr ing the  execu tive fu nctions  to  the  Pres i­
dent  and Senate, who un der the. Constitu tion  had 
succeeded to that branch of the old powers of 
Congress. It i s  also to be remembered that the 
compact against  change did not cover any bu t s ix 
specified articl e s  of  the Ord inance .  
No  subsequent  act  of Congress for the estab­
l i shment  of Terri tories, ou ts ide of the lands owned 
before the Consti tution ,  has ever con ta ined com­
pacts beyond  the recall of Congress ; and it may 
be doubtful  whether Congress could so st ipulate. 
Bu t  no such doubt can ex is t  concern ing the Con­
gress of  the Con federation ; and the Congress of 
r 789. eviden tly  i n tended to respect the i r  agree­
men ts .  
The east and west l i ne  which was named i n  
t he Ordinance, was adopted withou t qual ification .  
The suggest ion of Mr. B inney that i t  was in ­
defin i te ,  because i t  has no named termin u s, wou ld 
hardly have been made on sober reflection .  I t  i s  
as  defin i te as  any boundary l ine  cou ld be  made 
Chap. XIV.] SOUTHERN BOUNDARY. 458
for dividing northern from southern jurisdiction ;
and is simply a parallel of latitude, which extends
wherever there is any territory to bound. It is a
mere assumption to claim that the Congress of
1787 laid it out under a mistake, or intended
to give the eastern State the entire southern shore
of Lake Erie, or any specific part of it. It gave
no lake privileges to either of the two others,
which were quite as worthy of consideration. It
is definite, and is not ambiguous. In a private
contract no court could find it open to construction.
Whether Congress now has the abstract power
to disregard and change such a stipulation, has
ceased to be a practical question. In the case of
the southern boundary of Michigan, it required
the consent of the State to the change before
admitting it, and thus precluded the discussion of
the question before the courts. The main question
at issue in 1835 was whether such a change had
been attempted, and whether, if attempted, valid
or invalid, it was in accordance with good faith.
A nation may do many things lawfully which she
cannot do honestly.
When the County of Wayne was first laid out,
in 1796, it included all the disputed territory, and
its southern line extended to the Cuyahoga River.
When it was proposed to create the State of
Ohio, this county was not consulted in the first
instance ; and if Judge Burnet is correct, the State
was formed below the east and west line of the
Ordinance for the very purpose of excluding
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CH AP. X I V.]  SOUT H ER BOUN DA R V.  4 5 � 
for dividing northern from southern j u risdict ion ; 
and is sim ply a paral le l  of lati tu de, wh ich extends 
wherever there is any terr itory to bou nd.  It is a 
mere assumption to claim that the Congress of 
r 7 7 la id i t  ou t u nder  a m istake, or intended 
to give the easte rn State the ent i re sou thern shore 
of Lake Erie ,  or any specific part of i t . I t  gave 
no lake p rivi leges to e i ther  of the two others, 
which were qui te as worthy of con s ideration .  I t  
i s  defin ite, and i s  not ambiguous .  I n  a private 
con tract no cou rt cou ld find i t  open to construction . 
Whether Congress now has the abstract power 
to  disregard and change such a stipu lation ,  has 
ceased to be a practical question . I n  the case of 
the sou the rn bou ndary of Michigan ,  it requ i red 
the consent of the State to the change before 
admi tt ing i t, and thus  p recluded the discussion of 
the question before the cou rts. The main question 
at issue in r 8 3 5  was whether  such a change had 
been attempted, and whether if attempted, val id 
or i nval id ,  i t  was in accordance with good faith .  
A nation may do many th i ngs lawfu l ly which she 
can not do honestly. 
When the County of  Wayne 'i\ as firs t  laid out, 
i n  r 796, i t  inc lu ded al l  the dispu ted territory, and 
i ts southern l ine extended to the Cuyahoga River .  
vVhen i t  was p roposed to c reate the State of 
Ohio, th i s  cou nt) was not  consu l ted in  the fir t 
i n  tance ; and i f  J u d  e Bu rnet  i corr ct, the .. tate 
was formed below the ea. t and west l ine of the 
Or l i nanc for th v e ry pu rpo e of excl udin� 
464 SOUTHERN BOUNDARY. [Chap. XIV.
Wayne County, for fear it would change the
political character intended to be given to the
new State. By the act of Congress, which pur-
ported to give all inhabitants a right to vote for
delegates to a convention, no one in Wayne
County was allowed to vote, either in his own
county or in any other district. It had not been
ascertained that the territory included had 60,000
people, and the law allowing a State to be formed
was matter of favor and not of right. The
statute assumed the precise boundary of the
Ordinance, until it struck Lake Erie, or the
national boundary line. The delegates were elected
to do precisely what this act called for ; and their
action was not referred back to the people for
ratification. The act of Congress reserved the
right to annex the country north of the line and
of Ohio, to that State, or to organize one or more
States there according to the Ordinance. No
, power was given to the Ohio convention to change
the lines. That convention, however, having
learned that the line mentioned in the Ordinance
might probably run further south than was supposed,
passed a resolution providing that, with the assent
of Congress, the line should in that case be drawn
from the south point of Lake Michigan to the
north entrance cape of Maumee Bay.
No act or resolution was passed by Congress,
for the express purpose of admitting the State, or
approving its constitution. The members were
allowed their seats in the two houses, like those
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4 54 SOUTH ERN BOUNDARY. [CHAP. XIV. 
Wayne Cou nty, for fear it wou ld change the 
pol i tical character intended to be given to the 
n w State . By the act of Congress, which pur­
ported to give al l  inhabitants a right to vote for 
d leaates to a conven tion, no one in Wayne 
Cou nty was al lowed to vote, either  in h is own 
cou nty or  in any other district. I t  had not been 
ascertained that the terri tory included had 60,000 
people, and the law al lowing a State to be formed 
was matter of favor  and not of right. The 
statu te assumed the precise boundary of the 
Ordi nance, u ntil i t  s truck Lake Erie ,  or the 
national bou ndary l ine .  The delegates were elected 
to do precisely what this act cal led for ; and the ir  
action was not ref erred back to the people for 
ratification .  The act of Congress reserved the 
ri ht to an nex the cou ntry north of the l ine and 
o f  hio ,  to that State , or to organize one or  more 
States there according to the Ordinance .  N o  
. pov er was given to the Ohio convention to change 
th l ines .  That convention ,  however, having 
1 arn ed that the l ine mentioned in the Ordinance 
mi0ht  probably ru n further sou th than was su pposed , 
pa ed a resolu tion providing that, w i th the assent  
f Congress, the l ine should  in  that case be drawn 
from the south point of Lake Michigan to the 
north en trance cape of Maumee Bay. 
o act or resolu tion was passed by Congress, 
r r the express pu rpose of admi tting the State, or  
approv ing its constitution . The members were 
l lowed their seats in the two houses, l ike those 
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from other States ; and the only laws passed as-
sumed that the State had already become one of
the United States by the act of Its convention
alone, under the'terms of the enabling act of 1802.
When Michigan was organized as a Territory,
the line of the Ordinance of 1787, and not that
recommended by the Ohio convention, was adopted
as the southern boundary. This wast just two
years after Ohio was admitted, and when her sen-
ators and representatives were able to represent
her interests in Congress. Either they did not
oppose the line, or their opposition was overruled.
It is evident the Ordinance was still reorarded as
sacred.
This is all of the legislation of Congress re-
cognizing or establishing boundaries. The debates
in Congress in 1834 and 1835, ^-s well as after the
formation of the Constitution of Michigan, were
very full, and several reports were made. It was
held with almost absolute unanimity, that the dis-
puted territory belonged to Michigan, until Con-
gress should legislate further. Mr. Adams and
others held the Ordinance was irrevocable, and be-
yond the power of Congress at all. Others,
holding that Congress had power to give the land
to Ohio, thought it policy to so grant it. Every
one felt that unless Michigan consented, there was
room for legal controversy. A Territory could
not sue or be sued in the United States Supreme
Court. A State could sue another State there ;
and it had been held in the very recent contro-
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CH AP. X I V . ]  SOUTHERN BOU NDARY . 4 5 5  
from other States ; and th only laws passed as­
sumed that the State had al ready become one of 
the U nited States by the act of its convention 
alone, u nder the · terms of  the enabl ing act of r 802 . 
When Michigan wa organized as a Territory, 
the l ine  of the Ord inance of r 7 7, and not that 
recommended by the Ohio convention, was adopted 
as the southern bou ndary. This  wast jus t two 
years after Ohio was admitted, and when her sen­
ators and represen tatives were able to represen t  
her i n terests i n  Congress. Either they did not 
oppose the l i ne, or  thei r oppos i tion was overruled.  
I t  i s  evident  the Ordinance was st i l l  regarded as 
sacred. 
This  1s  al l  of  the legislation of Congress re­
cogniz ing or establ ishing boundaries .  The debates 
in Congress in r 834  and r 8 3 5 ,  as wel l  as after the 
formation of the Constitu tion of M ichigan ,  were 
very full ,  and several  reports were made. I t  was 
held w i th almost absolute u nanimi ty ,  that the dis­
puted territory belonged to M ichigan ,  u nti l  Con­
gress should  legislate further. Mr. Adams and 
others held the Ord inance was i rrevocable, and be­
yond the power of Congress at all. Others,  
holding that Congress had po\i\ er to give the land 
to Oh io, thought i t  pol icy to so grant i t. Every 
one fel t  that un less M ichigan consented, there was 
room for legal controversy. A Terri tory cou ld 
not sue or be sued in  the Un i ted States Supreme 
Court. A State could su e another State there · 
and it had been held in the very recent contra-
456 SOUTHERN BOUNDARY. [Chap. XIV.
versy between New York and New Jersey, as it
has been several times since, that boundary ques-
tions could be so litigated. It was only by acting
before Michigan became a State, and by keeping
her out until she surrendered her claims, that the
matter could be put beyond doubt. Indiana and
Illinois were as much interested as Ohio in fore-
closine this future liticration ; and Michigan was
coerced into either giving up her claim, or being-
left where she could never litigate it. How this
was done will appear presently.
If Congress lawfully possessed the power to
change the boundaries, its decision would have
been binding, although in violation of a very
solemn contract. Had it been made without the
extorted consent of Michigan, the question of
Congressional right could have been settled by
the United States Supreme Court. This would
have lessened the temporary excitement. Ohio
was not willing to leave open her present right,
or her right under such legislation ; but, with In-
diana and Illinois, desired to have it foreclosed
by some act which would bind Michigan at all
events.
The equities of Ohio to have the line changed
were placed by that State, or its Governor, chiefly
on three grounds, viz : the intent of the Congress
of 17S7 to follow the supposed line, which was
further north than the real one ; the action of
the State constitutional convention ; and the pre-
ference of the people within the district.
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4 5 6  S O  THERN BOUNDARY. [CHAP. X I V .  
v r ·y between ew York and New Je rsey, as it 
ha. been s veral  times s ince, that bou ndary qu es­
ti ns cou ld  b o l i tigated. It was only by acting 
b � re M ich igan became a State, and by keeping 
h r ou t u nti l he su rrendered her claims ,  that the 
matt r could b put beyond doubt .  I ndiana and 
I l l i no i were a much i n terested as Ohio i n  fo re-
1 . i ng thi fu tu re l i tigation ; and M ichigan was 
co reed i n to either  giving up her claim, or being 
1 ft vhere she could never l i t igate it .  How thi s  
' a lone wil l  appear p resen tly. 
I f  Con0 ress lawfully possessed the power to 
chan e the bou ndaries, i ts decis ion wou ld have 
b en bindi n , although in v iolation of a very 
olem n contract. Had it been made wi thout the 
extorted consen t  of Michigan,  the quest ion of 
Congressional right cou ld have been settled by 
the U n ited States Su preme Court. This wou ld  
have lessened the temporary excitement. Ohio 
was not  wi l l i n  · to leave open he r p resen t  right, 
or her ri ht u nder such legislation ; bu t, w i th I n ­
diana and I l l ino is, des i red to  have i t  foreclosed 
by some act which would bind Mich igan at  al l  
vents .  
The equities of Ohio to have the l i ne  changed 
were placed by that Sta�, or i ts Governor, chiefly 
on three grou nds, viz : the i n tent  of the Congress 
f r 7 7 to follow the supposed l ine, which was 
fu rther  n rth than the real on e ; the action of -
th Stat constitu t ional conven tion  ; and the pre­
ference of the peopl e with i n  the district .  
Chap. XIV.] SOUTHERN BOUNDARY. 467
The last point, if true, could hardly be regard-
ed. The country had been settled, and its settle-
ment made possible and facilitated, entirely under
Michigan law ; and the new preferences, if they
existed, were very recent, and were created by
the promise of improvements, coming from
Indiana, which, if important enough, would sooner
or later have been made necessary under any
circumstances. But if the inhabitants of any por-
tion of a State or Territory are entitled to have
their wishes for a change of allegiance respected,
there would soon be an end to governments.
If there was a mistake concerning the real
position of the southerly point of Lake Michigan,
no one knows just where it was supposed to be
or who made it. The pencil line on a map said
to have been before the committee of Congress
— although the map has never been verified, and
the story is somewhat apocryphal, — is said at
the same time to have thrown the line a little
below Detroit, and far to the north of the Mau-
mee. There is no evidence that Congress paid
any attention to this question, or cared where the
line fell; inasmuch as it was subject to their
future discretion whether to run the line at all or
not. It was not the wish of the people of Mich-
igan in 1802 to be separated from Ohio. It was
known they would have voted against this ; and
when they were separated, it was on the basis
that all of Wayne County should be cut off from
a voice or interest in the new State. If the Con-
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The last poin t, i f  true, could hardly be regard­
ed. The country had been settled, and i ts settle­
ment  made possible and faci l i tated, enti rely u nder 
Michigan law ; and the new preferences, i f  they 
existed, were very recen t, and were created by 
the promise of improvemen ts, com ing from 
I ndiana, which,  if i mportant  enough, wou ld sooner  
or  later  have been made necessary u nder any 
c i rcu mstances. Bu t  if the i nhabitants of any por­
tion of a State or  Te rritory are entit led to have 
their  wishes for a change of al legiance respected, 
there would soon be an end to governments .  
I f  there was a m istake concern ing thP. real 
posit ion of the southerly poin t  of Lake M ichigan ,  
no  one knows j us t  where i t  was supposed to be 
or who made i t .  The penc i l  l i ne  on  a map said 
to have been before the committee of  Congress 
-although the map has never been verified, and 
the story is  somewhat apocryphal ,- is said at 
the same time to have thrown the l ine  a l i ttl e 
below Detroit, and far to the north of the Mau­
mee. There is no  evidence that Congress paid 
any attention to this quest ion,  or cared where the 
l i ne  fel l ; i nasmuch as i t  was subject  to the ir  
fu tu re discretion whether to ru n the l ine  at a l l  or  
not. I t  was not the w ish of  the people of M ich­
igan in r 802 to be separated from Ohio .  It was 
known they wou ld  have voted against this · an d 
when they were separated, i t  wa on the basis 
that al l  of Wayne County shou ld  be cut off from 
a v01ce or  in terest in the new State . I f  the Con -
458 SOUTHERN BOUNDARY. [Chap. XIV.
crress of 1S02 examined into the matter at all of
the location of the line, it is quite as likely, and
more consistent with honesty, that they meant to
follow the then existing lines of Wayne County,
as that they meant to cut off a portion of it
without giving the people a right assured to every
other inhabitant of the country set apart as Ohio.
Wayne County was very well known to cover
this land.
What map was supposed to have been before
the Congressional committee is not known.
There were undoubtedly maps then extant which
did not place Lake Michigan as far to the south-
ward as it really ran. But there were others
that did. If it had been deemed essential, some
care would probably have been taken to find out
the latitude. The French explorers often gave
the result of their observations with accuracy, but
their maps are not uniform, and very few maps
of that period were carefully protracted. D'An-
ville's map places the south end of Lake Michi-
gan below any part of Lake Erie. Some of the
French and English maps bring it so far east as
to strike the line between Ohio and Indiana.
The map in Parkman's '* Conspiracy of Pontiac "
is substantially accurate, in regard to the relative
positions ol the two lakes. It is not stated from
what that was copied. It may be modern, but if
so it is not drawn from modern sources in many
respects, and in some is very inaccurate. It is
probable that in the one particular of making the
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4 5  OUTH ERN BOUN DA R Y .  lCHAP. XIV. 
gress of r So2 examined i n to the matter at al l o f  
the location of th l ine , i t  i qu i te a s  l ikely, and 
mor  consistent w i th honesty, that they meant  to 
fol l ow  the then · i  ti ng l i nes of Wayne Cou n ty, 
a that they m ant  to cu t off a port ion of it 
wi thou t aiv ing the people a right assu red to every 
other inhabitant  of the cou n try set apart as Ohio.  
Wayne Cou n ty wa. ve ry wel l kn own to cover 
th i  land.  
What map was supposed to have been before 
the Congre s ional com mittee 1s  not  k nown . 
There were u ndou btedly maps then extant  which 
did not place Lake M ichigan as far to the sou th­
ward as i t  real ly ran .  But there were others 
that d id .  I f  i t  had been deemed essential , some 
care wou ld probably have been taken to find ou t 
the latitude.  The French explo rers often gave 
the resu l t  of the i r  observations with accu racy, bu t 
the i r  maps are not u n i form, and very few maps 
of that period were careful ly p rotracted .  D '  An ­
v i l le ' s  map places the sou th end  of  Lake M ich i -
an  below any part of Lake Erie .  Some of the 
F re nc h  and Engl i sh maps bring it so far east as 
to trike the l i ne  between Ohio and Indiana. 
The map in  Parkman ' s  " Conspiracy of Pontiac " 
su bstantially accurate, i n  regard to the rel�tive 
positions of the two lakes. It is not  stated from 
what that was copied . It may be modern ,  but if 
so i t  i not drawn from mode rn sources in many 
respects, and in some is ve ry maccu rate. It i 
probable that i n  the one particular of  making the 
Chap. XIV.] SOUTHERN BOUNDARY 459
point of Lake Michigan north of the Maumee
Rapids, the preponderance in number exists in
favor of it among the maps then in vogue. But
where this is so, they do not even approach an
agreement as to the real Hne. And it is not
asserted that the Ohio convention of 1802 acted
on any map or upon any other definite informa-
tion, in desiring Congress to change the Hne.
They proceeded on the statement of a man who
was no surveyor. The equity is a very sHght
one, at best, that hangs on such a support, and
the evidence is not clear even as to that.
As to the action of the convention of 1802,
its force is the other way, for they knew the line
must be changed, if made to suit them, and Con-
gress never changed it, but at several different
periods acted adversely. The organization of
Michigan, in 1805, was upon the expressed theory
that the line was at all events to run east from
the point of Lake Michigan. In 1807, Governor
Hull procured from the Indians a grant of right
of way for a road from the foot of the Miami
Rapids to the Connecticut Reserve, for the
expressed purpose of connecting the Ohio and
Michigan settlements. In 181 2, Congress required
the Michigan line to be run on the parallel of
the south point of Lake Michigan. Applications
were made to Congress on behalf of the more
northern line as desired by Ohio, repeatedly
through a period of several years, and were never
acceded to. Ohio never attempted to claim by
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CHAP. XIV.] SOUT HERN BOUNDA R Y  459 
poin t  of Lake M ichigan north of the Maumee 
Rap ids, the preponderance in number exists in 
favor of it among the maps then in vogue .  But  
where this is  so, they do not even . approach an 
agreemen t as to the real l i ne .  And it is not  
asserted that the Ohio convention of I 802 acted 
on any map or u pon any other defin i te informa­
tion ,  i n  desir ing Congress to change the l ine .  
They p roceeded on  the s tatement  of a man who 
was no su rveyor. The equi ty is a very sl ight 
one ,  at best, that hangs on  such a support, and 
the evidence is  not clear even  as to that. 
As to the action  of the convention of r 802 , 
i ts force is  the other way, for they knew the l ine  
must be changed, i f  made to  su i t  them, and Con­
gress never changed i t, bu t at several different  
periods acted adversely. The organizat ion of  
M ichigan,  i n  I 805 , was upon the expressed theory 
that the l ine  was at  all events to run east from 
the poin t  of Lake M ichigan .  I n  r 807, Governor 
Hul l  procu red from the I ndians a grant  of right 
of way for a road from the foot of the Miami 
Rapids to the Connectic u t  Reserve ,  for the 
expressed pu rpose of connecting the Ohio and 
M ichigan settlemen ts .  In I 8 I 2 ,  Congress requ ired 
the M ichigan l ine  to be run on the paral le l  of 
the south poi n t  of Lake Mich igan .  Appl ications 
were made to Congress on  behalf of the more 
northern l i ne  as desired by Ohio, repeatedly 
through a period of several year , and were never 
acceded to .  Ohio never attempted t o  claim by 
460
SOUTHERN BOUNDARY. [Chap. XIV.
practical steps that the Hne was already as she
desired, until Michipan was about becoming; a
State ; when Governor Lucas took the measures
already alluded to, under pretexts of title.
The action of (Governor Mason and the Mich-
igan Council was no more than every civilized
government is bound to exercise, when her peace-
able possession under the law of the land is
suddenly invaded. The United States laws, as
well as the Territorial laws, had defined the Terri-
torial jurisdiction ; and the Territory was in posses-
sion, — not recently asserted but long undisturbed.
The civil officers had no riaht to abdicate their
powers ; and neither the Governor nor the Presi-
dent, both of whom w^ere the servants of the law,
could have relieved those officers from liability for
neglecting the duties which the law laid on them.
No Michigan officer ever attempted to surrender
the authority of the Territory. Had he done so
he could have bound no one. There is no likeli-
hood that Commissioners Rush and Howard made
any such attempt. If they had attempted it, their
action would also have been nugatory; and every
one of common sense must have known it to be
so. The President of the United States has power
to remove governors of Territories, and may thus
indirectly secure such action as men who choose
to abdicate their manhood may take to please him.
But neither he nor his appointees could lawfully
interfere to change or suspend the laws of the
Territory ; and General Jackson is not shown to
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4 6 0 . OUT H E R N  BOUN DA RY. [CHAP. X I V .  
practical steps that the l i ne  was al ready as she 
desi red , u n til M ich igan was abou t becoming a 
State ; when Gove rnor Lu cas took the measu res 
al ready al lu ded to,  u nder  pretexts of t i t le .  
The act ion of overnor  Mason and the M ich­
igan Cou nc i l  was no more than every civi l i zed 
gove rn ment  is bo u nd to exercise ,  when her peace­
abl e possess ion u nder  the law of the land is 
s uddenly i nvaded. The Un i ted States laws, as 
wel l a the Te rrito rial laws, had defined the Terr i ­
torial ju risd ict ion ; and the Ter ritory was i n  posses­
s ion , -· not recentl y  asse rted bu t long u ndistu rbed.  
The civi l  officers had no right to abd icate thei r 
powers ; and ne i the r  the Governor  nor  the Pres i ­
dent, both of whom were the servants of the law, 
cou ld  have rel i eved those officers from l iabi l i ty for  
neo-lect ing the du ties wh ich the law l a id on  them .  
No M i ch igan officer eve r  attempted to s u r render  
the au thority of the Terr itory.  Had he done so 
he cou ld have bou nd  no one .  There is  no l ikeli ­
hood that Commissione rs Rush and H oward made 
any such attempt .  If they had attempted i t, the i r  
act ion would also have bee n nugatory ; and  every 
one of common sense must have known i t  to be 
so. The President  of the U n i ted States has power 
to remove gove rnors of  Territor ies ,  and may thu s  
i nd i rectly secu re such action as men who choose 
to abd i cate thei r manhood may take to please h im . 
Bu t  n i th r he nor  h i s  appoi n tees cou ld lawfu l l y  
i n t  rfe re to chan ·e o r  u spend the laws o f  the 
Terr i tory ; and eneral J ack on is not shown to 
Chap. XIV.J CONDUCT OF MICHIGAN. 461
have asserted any such power. It is not within
the constitutional power of any State to set on
foot a war of invasion ; and acts of violence done
beyond the State by any one would be in law
mere private misdeeds, which would be punishable
in the same way, whether authorized or disavowed
by the State. The opinion of Mr. Butler, and of
the United States executive, was In harmony with
these principles. While a nation may, perhaps,
by avowing an act of Its officers abroad, cover
them from personal responsibility and put itself
in their stead, a State of the Union has no extra-
territorial functions, and cannot justify others in
doing" wrongful acts elsewhere.
It is probable that, in the excitement of the
times, those Michigan officers who performed
their functions In the disputed territory, were not
always careful to measure their conduct by line
and plummet ; and abuses may have been com-
mitted under color of law. This, though not
justifiable, was, in view of the natural infirmity of
human dispositions, a consequence easily foreseen ;
and it resulted from the provocation and resistance.
Although a defendant who justifies an as.sault b\'
pleading against his adversary son assault doiicsnc
(his own assault,) usually sets up for himself that
he thereupon softly laid hands on him, {Diollitcr
manus iniposuit,) yet a jury generally finds that
any laying on of hands not grossly in excess of
what would suffice for self-protection, is soft
enough to satisfy the conscience. The alia oioruiia.
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CHAP. X l V . j  CON DUCT OF i\ I l C HI GAN . 4 6 1  
have asserted any such power. I t  n o t  with in  
the constitutional power of any State to set on 
foot a war of i nvasion ; and acts of v iolence done 
beyond the State by any one would be in law 
mere private m isdeeds, which would be pu n ishable 
in the same way, whether authorized or disavo\\ ed 
by the State. The op in ion of  M r. Bu tler, and of 
the Un i ted States execu tive, was in  harmony with 
these princ iples .  Whi le a nation  may, perhaps, 
by avowing an act of  i ts officers abroad , C O \  er  
them from personal responsibi l i ty and  put  i tself 
in the ir  stead, a State of the Union has no extra­
territorial fu nct ions ,  and cannot j u stify othe rs i n  
do ing wrongful  acts elsewhere. 
I t  i s  probable that, i n . the excitement  of the 
t imes, those M ichigan officers who performed 
the ir  fu nctions  i n  the dispu ted territory, were not 
always carefu l  to measure the ir  conduct b) l ine 
and plummet ; and abuses may have been com­
m i tted under  color of law. This though not 
j ust ifiable, was, in view of the natu ral i nfirm ity of 
human dispositions ,  a consequence easi ly foreseen ; 
and i t  resul ted from the provocation and res istance .  
Although a defendant who j u stifies an as .  ault  by 
pleading against  his adversary son assault done 1zc 
(h is  own assaul t, )  usual ly sets u p  for h imself  that 
he thereupon softly laid hands on him (mol!zicr 
nianzts iniposini, ) ) et a j u r) ·enerally fi nd that 
any layi n - on of hands not  o-ros ly in exces of 
what would su ffice for self-protection ,  1 ,  oft 
enough to sat isfy the conscience.  The aha c1zor111/a 
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CONSTITUTION ADOPTED. [Chap. XJV.
— the filling in or aggravation of the charges, —
in cases of border violence, is not usually regarded
as putting the offended — and in turn offending —
power in the wrong upon the main question.
But after the lapse of forty years, and the
growth of many friendly relations, it is not
unpleasant to remember that the only lives lost
were those of two horses, one on either side, one
— according to tradition — an Ohio steed slain by
General Stickney by mistake, and one lost in
some unknown way, for which the State of Mich-
igan paid Mr. Bailey. A sheriff's officer who was
stabbed by Two Stickney recovered in due course
of time ; and those who suffered other oriefs have
probably been sufficiently repaid by the serene
consciousness of having some personal adventures
to talk about.
The Constitutional Convention met at Detroit,
on the second Monday in May, 1835, and after
a patient session, submitted a Constitution for
the popular approval, which became operative by
adoption. An election was called for the first
Monday in October, 1835, to vote upon the Con-
stitution, and to elect a Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Members of the State Legislature, and
a Representative in Congress, all to become enti-
tled to their offices in case the Constitution should
be ratified. The first Leofislature was to meet on
the first Monday of November.
This Constitution contained the usual bill of
> rights. Its only peculiar political feature was that
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4 6 2  CONSTITUTION A D O PTED. (CHAP. XlV . 
-the fill ing in  or aggravation of the charges,­
in cases of border violence, is not  usually regarded 
as pu tting the offended-and in tu rn offending­
power in the wrong u pon the main question . 
But  after the lapse of forty years, and the 
growth of many friendly relation s, it is not 
u npleasant to remember that the only l ives lost 
were those of  two horses, one on either side, one 
-according to tradition-an Ohio steed slain by 
General Stickney by m istake, and one lost in 
some u nknown way, for which the State of M ich­
igan paid M r. Bailey. A sheriff's officer who was 
stabbed by Two Stickney recovered in due course 
of time ; and those who suffered other griefs have 
probably been sufficien tly repaid by the serene 
consciousness of  having some personal adventu res 
to talk abou t. 
The Constitu tional Convent ion met at Detroi t, 
on the second Monday in  May, r 8 3 5 ,  and after 
a patient  session, submitted a Consti tu tion for 
the popular approval, which became operative by 
adoption . An election was called for the first  
Monday in  October, 1 8 3 5 ,  to vote upon the Con­
stitu tion ,  and to elect a Governor, Li eutenant 
Governor, l\f embers of the State Legislatu re, and 
a Representative in  Congress, a l l  to become en ti ­
tled to their  offices in  case the Constitu tion  shou ld 
be ratified. The fi rst  Legislatu re was to meet on 
the firs t  Monday of November. 
This Constitu t ion contained the usual bi l l  of 
rights. I ts on ly pecul iar pol itical feature was that 
Cjiap. XIV.] CONSTITUTION 463
it gave the right of voting to all free adult white
male inhabitants who were residents of Michio-an
when the Constitution was signed, whether citizens
of the United States or not. This provision,
(which had no permanent importance, because all
voters would soon be otherwise qualified for
naturalization) was a difficulty urged with some
force in Congress, against the validity of the
Constitution, as interfering with the laws of the
United States. It is however to be borne in
mind that the Ordinance of 1787 did not require
voters to be citizens of the United States. At
that time each State had its own naturalization
laws; and two years' residence in the Territory
made one a voter, if otherwise qualified. The
action was, therefore, not entirely without prece-
dent, and was necessary to prevent the dis-
franchisement of those who had been allowed to
vote for the delegates who sat in the convention.
The Legislature consisted of a Senate and
House of Representatives, over whose acts the
Governor had a veto power corresponding to that
of the President. The Governor and Lieutenant
Governor were to be elected for terms of two
years, and the executive power was vested, as by
the United States Constitution, in the Governor,
or in the Governor and Senate. The courts
were to consist of one Supreme Court, and such
inferior courts as the Legislature should ordain ;
except that express provision was made for
courts of probate and justices of the peace.
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CHAP. XIV. ]  CONSTITUTION . 4 6 3 
i t  gave the right of voti ng to all free adu l t  white 
male inhabitants who were residents of Michig�n 
when the Constitu tion was s igned, whether c i tizens 
of  the United States or  not .  This  provision ,  
(which had no permanent importance, because all 
voters wou ld soon be otherwise qual ified for 
natu ral ization ) was a d ifficu l ty u rged w i th some 
force in Congress, against the val id i ty of the 
Constitu tion ,  as i n terfering with the laws of the 
United States. I t  is however to be borne in  
mind that the Ord inance of r 787  d id  not requ ire 
voters to be cit izens of the Un i ted States .  At 
that time each State had i ts own natural ization 
laws ; and two years' res idence in  the Territory 
made one a voter, i f  otherwise qual ified.  The 
action was, the refore, not ent irely without prece­
den t, and was necessary to prevent  the dis­
franchisement  of those who had been allowed to 
vote for the delegates who sat m the convention .  
The Legislatu re consisted of a Senate and 
House of Representatives, over whose acts the 
Governor  had a veto power corresponding to that 
of the President. The Governor and Lieu tenant 
Governor were to be elected for te rms of two 
years, and the executive power was vested, as by 
the Uni ted States Cons ti tu tion ,  in the Governor. 
or i n  the Governor and Senate . The cou rts 
were to cons ist of one Supreme Cou rt, an such 
inferior courts as the Legislatu re should ordain ; 
except that express prov1s10n was made for 
courts of probate and j ustices of the peace . 
464
CONSTITUTION. [Chap. XIV
Cabinet officers, and all other State officers, were
to be appointed by the Governor and Senate.
County and town officers, judicial as well as min-
isterial, were made elective. Education was to be
supported and encouraged, a university and
schools maintained, and the university and school
lands and their proceeds, and all other funds
obtained for similar purposes, were to be kept
inviolate. A superintendent of public instruction
was also provided for, — judges and State officers
were subject to impeachment for criminal and
corrupt conduct ; and judges could be removed
on the address of two thirds of each branch of
the Legislature. Other offices were subject to
removal as might be enacted. Slavery and invol-
untary servitude were forbidden except on con-
viction of crime. Internal improvements of all
kinds were to be encouraged by the State. Acts
of incorporation could only be passed by two
thirds of the Legislature.
This Constitution was very simple, and very
much better adapted to the changing necessities
of a growing State than the present one. While
it restrained such abuses as it was thought would
be most dangerous, it left to the Legislature
broad discretion. xA.ll who have had much to do with
studying and construing the two instruments, have
discovered that, while a few restrictions concerning
finances and internal improvements have been
found beneficial and necessary, — the bulk of the
special legislation contained in the Constitution of
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4 64 CONST lT TION . LCHAP. X IV . 
Cabinet  officers, and al l  other State officers ,  were 
tQ be ap1 oin ted by the Governor and Senate . 
Cou n ty and town officers ,  j u dicial as wel l  as min ­
i s te rial ,  were made elect iv . Education was to  be 
supported an l encou raged, a un ivers ity and 
. chool s  maintained, and the u n ive rsity and  school 
lands and the i r  proceeds, and all other fu nds  
obtain ed for s imilar purposes,  were to  be kept  
i nviolate . A superin tendent  of pub1 ic i nstruction 
was also provided for,-j udges and State officers 
were subject to impeachment for criminal and 
corru pt conduct ; and j u dges cou ld be removed 
on  the add res  of  two thi rds  of each branch of 
the Legislatu re. Other offices were subj ect to 
removal as m ight be enacted .  Slavery and i nvol­
u n tary serv i tude were forbidde n  except on con­
vict ion of  crime.  I n ternal improvements of all 
k inds were to be encouraged by the State.  Acts 
of in corporation cou ld  on ly be passed by two 
th irds of the Legislatu re . 
This Cons ti tu tion  was very s imple,  and very 
much better adapted to the changing necess ities 
of  a growing ::,tate than the presen t  one. W hi le 
i t  restrained such abu ses as i t  was thought wou ld  
be most dangerou s, i t  l eft to  the Legislatu re 
broad discretion . Al l  who have had much to do with 
studying and con s tru ing the two i nstrumen ts ,  have 
d i  covered that, whi le a few restrictions concern ing 
fi nan ces an in ternal improvemen ts have been 
fo u nd beneficial and nece ary,-th e bu l k  of the 
special l egisla ti on  con tained in the Constitu tion o f  
Chap. XIV.] MASON SUPERSEDED. 465
1850 has been a hindrance, and not an advantage.
In a republican government it must be assumed
that the popular representatives in the Legislature
will act usually with honest motives and reasonable
prudence ; and while some things should not be
allowed under any circumstances, and others re-
quire checks, yet all which is subject to be changed
by time and changing events, ought in general to
be within legislative discretion.
The Constitution was ratified, and Stevens T.
Mason was elected Governor, and Edward Mundy
Lieutenant Governor. Isaac E. Crary was elected
Representative in Cong;-ess.
Before this election, in August, 1835, ^^^ Globe
contained the following : " Appointment by the
President. Charles Shaler, of Pennsylvania, to be
Secretary of the Territory of Michigan, vice
Stevens T. Mason, superseded." This was followed
by a long article in which it was set forth that
Mr. Mason had disregarded the President's wishes,
and the peaceful arrangements which had been
made concerning the territorial disputes with Ohio.
As Congress had not acted upon the subject, it
is questionable how far the President had any
right to interpose with his wishes. He had, how-
ever, the right to remove the Secretary. judge
Shaler would, no doubt, have been appointed
Governor, if that appointment could have been
made during the recess. He was personally an
excellent selection, but he did not covet the office
under existing circumstances. It was Judge
30
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CHAP. X IV .] MASON SUPERSED ED.  4 6 5  
1 8 50 has been a h indrance, and not an advantage . 
I n  a republican government i t  must  be assumed 
that the popular representatives in the Legis latu re 
will act u sual ly with honest  motives and reasonable 
pru dence ; and while some things shou ld not be 
al lowed u nder any c i rcumstances, and others re ­
qu ire checks, yet all which i s  subj ect  to be changed 
by time and changing even ts, ought i n  general to 
be with in  legislative discret ion .  
The Constitu tion was ratified, and Stevens  T.  
Mason was elected Governor, and Edward Mundy 
Lie u tenant  Governor. I saac E.  Crary was e lected 
Represen tati ve in Congress .  
Before this election ,  in August, I 83 5 ,  the Globe 
contained the following : " Appoin tmen t  by the 
President. Charles Shaler, of Pennsylvania, to be 
.. ecretary of the Territory of M ichigan ,  l.1z ce 
Stevens T .  Mason,  superseded . "  This was fol lowed 
by a long article in which it was set forth that 
M r. Mason had disregarded the President's  w ishes 
and the peaceful  arrangements which had been 
made concerning the territorial dispu tes w ith Ohio .  
As Congress had n ot acted upon the subject, i t  
i s  questionable how far the Presiden t had any 
right to  i n terpose with h is  wishes. He  had, how­
ever, the right to remove the Secretary. J udge 
haler  wou ld ,  no doubt have been appoin ted 
Governor, if that appoin tment  cou ld have been 
made during th recess .  He was personally an 
excel lent  selection ,  bu t he did not covet the office 
u nder existing circumstances .  I t  wa Judge 
30 
466 SECRETARY HORNER. [Chap. XIV.
Shaler, — then a young man, who volunteered to
carry from Cleveland to General Hull the news
of the declaration of war ; which he did with enter-
prise and rapidity, through difficulties ; and, having
overtaken the army between the Maumee and
the Raisin, he was compelled to remain in Detroit
until the surrender. He was a gentleman who
would have commanded respect and esteem from
the people, whatever they might have thought of
his authority ; but he declined the appointment.
On the 15th of September, the official journal
contained, with some editorial answers to eastern
newspaper criticisms on the course of the Presi-
dent, the following appointment. " John S. Horner,
of Virginia, Secretary of the Territory of Michi-
gan, Charles Shaler having declined the appoint-
ment. We learn that Mr. Horner has accepted
the above mentioned appointment, and that he is
now on his way to Detroit." On the i6th of
September, the Cleveland Whig, announcing that
Mr. Horner had that morning left for Detroit,
adds that it is prepared to hear that the people
of Michigan utterly contemn the authority of the
new Governor, so far as his policy may differ
essentially from that pursued by Mr. Mason.
Mr. Horner arrived in Michigan when troubles
on the frontier had temporarily revived, and just
after the troops had been sent down for the last
time to Toledo. The elections were to come off
in a fortnight, and in about six weeks the State
government would be organized. He interfered
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4 6 6  ECR ETARY HORNER . LCHA.P. XIV .  
Shaler, - then a you ng man ,  who volun teered to 
carry from Cleveland to General H ul l  the news 
of  the declaration  of war ; wh ich he did wi th enter­
prise and rapid i ty, through difficu l ties ; and,  having 
overtaken the army between the Maumee and 
the Raisi n ,  he was compel led to remain in  Detroit 
u n ti l  the su rrender. H e  was a gentlemai:i who 
wou ld have commanded respect and esteem from 
the people, whatever they m ight have thought of  
h is  au thority ; but he decl ined the appoin tment. 
On  the r 5 th of Septembe r, the official j ou rnal 
contained, with some edito rial answe rs to eastern 
newspaper crit ic isms on the cou rse of  the Presi­
den t, the following appointmen t. " John S .  Horner ,  
of V irgin ia, Secretary of the Territory of M ich i ­
gan ,  Charles Shaler  having decl ined the appo int­
ment .  We learn that M r. H orner has accepted 
the above men tioned appoin tment, and that he i s  
now on  h i s  way to Detroit ."  On the I 6th of 
September, the Cleveland Whig, annou ncing that 
Mr. Horner had that morning left for Detro i t, 
adds that i t  i s  prepared to hear that the people 
of M ichigan u tte rly con temn the au thori ty of the 
new Governor, so far as h is  pol icy may diffe r  
essentially from that pursued by Mr. Mason .  
M r. Horner arrived in  M ich igan when troubles 
on the front ier had temporari ly rev ived, and just 
after the troops had been sen t  down for the last 
t ime to Toledo. The elections were to come off 
in a fortn ight, and  in about six weeks the State 
government  wou ld  be organ ized. He in terfered 
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with what had been done in the courts, by par-
doning everybody but Two Stickney. He had
come out with distinct notions that he had a
mission to perform, but found no one who would
co-operate with him. It is beHeved that a very
upright and estimable gendeman of the bar
recognized him officially so far as to accept a
commission of notary public. But his executive
labors were very solitary, and the people began
to show signs of disapprobadon. On the 12th
of July, 1835, he addressed a meedng at the
Detroit City Hall, giving his views and intentions
at length, and apparendy with some degree of
self-asserdon. After he had concluded his speech,
the meedng organized, and several resoludons
were adopted, among which was the following:
(Jacob M. Howard, who in those days was
lieutenant in the Detroit City Guards, and in that
capacity had gone to Toledo armed and equipped
with sword and pistols, was already known to
fame as a man of powerful intellect and strong
convictions; and from the style and tone of this
resoludon, it would not be hazarding much to
conjecture that ''the voice was Jacob's voice.")
" Resolved, that if our present Secretary of the
Territory should find it beyond his control, either
from the nature of his instrucdons, his feelings of
tenderness towards those who had for a lon^
period of dme set at defiance as well the laws o^^f
the Territory as those of the United States, or
any feelings of delicacy entertained towards the
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CHAP. X I V.] SECRETAR Y HORNER'S WELCOME.  4 6 7  
with what had been done in the cou rts, by par­
don ing everybody but Two Stickney. He had 
come ou t with dist inct notions  that he had a 
m ission to perform,  but fou n d  no one who wou ld 
co-operate with him . It is bel ieved that a very 
upright and estimable gen tleman of  the bar 
recogn ized him officially so far as to accept a 
commission of notary publ ic . But his execu tive 
labors were very sol i tary, and the people began 
to show signs of disapprobation .  On the r 2 th 
of July, 1 8 3 5 ,  he addressed a meeti ng at the 
Detro i t  Ci ty Hall ,  giving his views and i nten tions 
at length, and apparently with some degree of 
self-assertion .  After he had concluded h is  speech, 
the meeting organ ized, and several resolu tions 
were adopted, among which was the following : 
(Jaco.b M .  H oward,  who i n  those days was 
l ieu tenant in the Detroit  Ci ty Guards, and in that 
capacity had gone to Toledo armed and equipped 
with sword and p istols ,  was al ready known to 
fame as a man of  powerful  i n tel lect and strong 
convict ions · and from the style and tone of this 
resol u tion ,  i t  wou ld not  be hazarding much to 
conjectu re that " the voice was Jacob's voice . " )  
" Resolved, that i f  ou r present  Secretary of  th 
Territory should find i t  beyond his control , e i ther 
from the natu re of his i nstructions his feel i ngs of 
tenderness towards those who had for  a long 
period of time set at defiance as wel l  the laws of 
the Territory as those of the U nited tates, or 
any feel ings of del icacy entertained tovvards the 
468
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executive of a neighboring State, who has in vain
endeavored to take a forcible possession of a part
of our territory, to enable him to properly carry
into effect the existing laws of this Territory, it is
to be hoped he will relinquish the duties of his
office, and return to the land of his nativity."
Mr. Horner was a gentleman of excellent
character, and not wanting in ability. But he
magnified his office, under the favor and encourage-
ment of General Jackson, who had found the place
was not much sought after ; and the Secretary
was rather more peremptory and assuming than
the people were accustomed to hnd their public
officers, and more dictatorial than they were dis-
posed to submit to. The result was that neither
judiciary nor ministerial officers paid any respect
to him, — he met with very little private civility
or attention, — and in some instances he was
treated with active discourtesy, which sometimes
took a form which was not generally approved.
In Ypsilanti a disorderly concourse pelted the
windows of his tavern lodgings, so that he re-
sorted to a safe place to sleep on the floor ; and
it is said that the landlord charged in his bill
the damages caused by the lapiclation. It was
generally thought, however, that until the State
became organized, his position should secure him
against insults not provoked by adequate cause ;
and while he did not as Secretary receive the
friendly civilities which his private character would
have secured to him as a private citizen, he was
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468  EC RETA R \' HO R N E R'S MISADV ENTURES. [CHAP. X I V . 
execu tive of a ne ighboring tate , who has i n  va i n  
e ndeavored to take a forcible possession o f  a part 
of ou r ter ri tory, to enabl e him to p roperly  carry 
in to effect the exist ing laws of th is Terr i tory, i t  i s  
to be hoped he  wi l l  rel inqu ish the du ties of  his 
office,  and retu rn  to the land of his nativ i ty. " 
lVI r. H orner  was a gen tleman of excellent  
character ,  and not wan ti ng i n  abi l i ty .  Bu t  he 
magnified h is  office, u nder the favor and encourage­
m ent  of General Jackson, who had fou nd the place 
was not much sought after ; and the Secretary 
was rather  more peremptory and assum ing than 
the people were accustomed to find thei r  publ ic  
officers, and more dictatorial than they were dis­
posed to submi t  to . The result  was that nei ther  
j ud iciary nor  m in isterial officers paid any respect 
to him, - he met with very l i ttle p rivate civ i l i ty 
or  atten tion ,  - and i n  some i nstances he was 
treated with active d iscou rtesy, which sometimes 
took a form which was not generally approved. 
In Y psilan ti a disorderly concourse pel ted the 
windows of h is  tavern lodgings, so that he re­
so rted to a safe place to sleep on  the floor ; and 
i t  is said that the landlord charged in h is  bi l l  
the damages caused by the lapidation .  I t  was 
generally thought, however, tihat un ti l  the State 
became organ ized,  his positi on  should secu r h im 
against i n su l ts not  p rovoked by adequate cause ; 
and whi le he d id  not  as Secreta ry receive the 
friendly c iv i l i ties which his p rivate character would 
have secu red to him as a p rivate c it izen,  he was 
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not Otherwise molested. After the State officers
assumed their functions, General Jackson directed
him not to recognize them. The result of this
was that he soon found it pleasant to remove to
that part of the former Territory of Michigan
over which no State government had been
asserted. He settled in Wisconsin, where he has
always been respected for his personal worth
and many virtues. It is much to be regretted
that so worthy a gentleman was put into a false
position, which exposed him to many difficulties,
and some indignities.
The Legislature met on the first Monday of
November, 1835. ^^ the loth of November, a
rule was adopted for the election of Senators,
providing for a separate election by the two
houses, and in case of disagreement, for an elec-
tion in joint convention. Lucius Lyon was elected
unanimously in each house. Major John Biddle
received a majority of four in the Senate, and
John Norvell a majority of seven in the House.
Mr. Norvell was thereupon elected on joint
ballot, and he and Mr. Lyon were the first
Senators of the new State. George W. Jones,
residing In Wisconsin, was elected Territorial
Delegate, — the Territory of Michigan extending
beyond the State, and therefore continuing.
The Constitution provided for the continuance
of Territorial officers until superseded. The or-
ganization of State courts was postponed until
July, 1836, as the Territorial judges were entirely
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CHAP . X I V . ]  ELECTI ON O F  S ENATORS.  4 69 
not otherwise molested . After the tate officers 
assumed thei r functions, General Jackson di rected 
him not to recognize them . The resu l t  of thi 
was that he soon fou nd i t  pleasant to remove to 
that part of the fo rmer Territory of Mich igan 
over which no State government  had been 
asse rted. H e  settled i n  W isconsin ,  where he has 
always been respected for his personal worth 
and many v i rtues .  It is  much to be regretted 
that so worthy a gen tleman was put i n to a false 
posit ion,  which exposed him to many difficu l ties ,  
and some i ndignit ies .  
The Legislatu re met on  the fi rst Monday of 
November, 1 8 3 5 .  On  the 1 0th of No\ ember, a 
rule was adopted for the election of Senators, 
p rovid ing for a separate elect ion by the two 
houses, and i n  case of disagreement, for  an elec­
tion in  J Om t  convention .  Lucius Lyon was elected 
u nanimously in  each house .  Major  John B iddle 
received a majori ty of fou r in  the Senate, and 
John Norvell a maj ori ty of seven in the H ouse .  
Mr. Norvell was thereupon elected on  j oint  
bal lot , and he and M r. Lyon were the fi rs t  
Senators of the new State . George W .  Jones, 
resid ing in W iscons in ,  was elected Territorial 
Delegate,-the Territory of Mich igan extending 
beyond the State, and therefore continu i ng. 
The Constitu tion provided for the continuance 
of Territorial officers u ntil su per eded . The or­
banizati on of tate cou rts wa postpon d un ti l  
J u ly, 1 8 3 6, as the Te rritorial judges were en ti rely 
470 MICHIGAN KEPT OUT OF THE UNION. [Chap. XIV.
satisfactory, and therefore time was desirable to
mature a judicial system. After a short session
the Legislature adjourned until January, hoping
that by that time the State would be admitted.
The admission, however, met with violent
opposition. The principal reasons arose out of
the slavery question. The States interested in
the southern boundary of Michigan, which the
constitutional convention had re-asserted by resolu-
tion, opposed it on that ground, although the
matter would by the admission into the Union
have become subject to settlement in the United
States Supreme Court; where Michigan had desired
to take it, and had passed resolutions to that
end, to have a speedy suit to settle the boundaries.
Arkansas had been taking preliminary steps for
admission, and it was known there might be some
objections to it on account of extreme provisions
for the protection of slavery, which it was expected
would be inserted, and which were inserted, in its
constitution. There was a determination in each
extreme of the Union not to allow one State to
come in without the admission of the other as a
counterpoise. As some of the reasons acted upon
were not such as it would seem quite desirable
to set up openly, various pretexts and grounds
were advanced, — some no doubt from conviction —
others with as little doubt for effect. A primary
difficulty raised against both States, was that
Congress had not authorized the holding of con-
stitutional conventions. This was not true in re-
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4 7 0  MICHIGAN KEPT OUT O F  THE UNION. [CHAP. XIV . 
satisfactory, and therefore time was desirable to 
mature a judicial system.  After a short session 
the Legislatu re adjou rned u ntil January, hoping 
that by tHat tim e the State wou ld be admitted. 
The admission, however, met  with violent 
opposition . The principal reasons arose out of 
the slavery quest ion.  The States in terested in 
the sou thern bou ndary of M ich igan,  which the 
consti tu tional convention had re-as serted by resolu­
t ion opposed i t  on that ground, al though the 
matter wou ld by the admission into the Un ion 
have become subj ect  to settlement in the Uni ted 
States Su preme Court ; where M ichigan had desired 
to take i t, and had passed resolu tions to that 
end, to have a speedy su i t  to settle the bou ndaries .  
Arkansas had been taking prel im inary steps for 
admiss ion , and it was known there might be some 
object ions to � t  on accou nt  of extreme p rovisions 
for the protection of slavery, which it was expected 
wou ld be inserted, and which were inserted, i n  its 
constitu tion .  There was a determination in  each 
extrem e of the Un ion not to allow one S tate to 
come in wi thout the admission of the other as a 
cou nterpo ise. As  some of the reason s acted u pon 
were not such as i t  would seem qu ite des irable 
to set up  openly, various pretexts and grounds 
were advanced,-some no doubt from conviction­
others with as l i ttle doubt for effect. A primary 
difficulty raised against both States, was that 
Congress had not  authorized the holding of con­
st ituti onal conventions. This was not true in re-
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gard to Michigan ;— for the Ordinance of 1787,
reasserted when the Territory was organized,
provided expressly for the formation of a State
as soon as the free population reached sixty
thousand. The application for Arkansas was made
in February, 1836; and thereafter it was for some
time, in reality, ^ contest on the slavery question,
while in form it was mainly a discussion of the
right to call conventions without the previous assent
of Congress. But so far as Michigan was con-
cerned, political reasons of a pressing, if not very
fair, character, rendered it an object to conciliate
the neighboring States of Ohio, Indiana and
Illinois, in view of an approaching Presidential
election. Some members were also impressed
with a notion that, although Michigan had explicidy
desired to seek a judicial determination of her
boundaries, there was danger of bloodshed from
Illinois, and possibly elsewhere, unless Congress
mterfered. Committees reported in favor of giving
Ohio the line she asked, and of confirmino- the-
boundaries possessed by Indiana and Illinois;
while, to prevent future litigation concerning the
binding character of the compact of 1787, they
proposed to compel Michigan to wait for admis-
sion until she conceded those boundaries.
Colonel Benton, in his "Thirty Years' View,"
— while passing over the boundary question as
one which, when he wrote, had ceased to be im-
portant, — narrates very fully the course of the
contest in 1835-6 over the admission of the two
I
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gard to Michigan ;-for the Ordinance of r 787 ,­
reasserted when the Territory was organized, -
provided expressly for the formation of a State 
as soon as the free population reached sixty 
thousand .  The appl ication for Arkansas was made 
in February, 1 8 36 ; and thereafter it was for some 
time, in real i ty, � con test on the slavery question ,  
whi le  in form i t  was mainly a discussion of the 
right to cal l conventions w ithout  the previous assen t  
o f  Congress. But so far as M ichigan was con­
cerned, poli tical reasons of a pressing, i f  not very 
fair, character, rendered i t  an object to concil iate 
the neighboring States of Ohio, I ndiana and 
I l l inois ,  i n  view of an approaching Presiden tial 
election .  Some members were also impressed 
with a notion that, al though l\1ich igan had expl icitly 
desired to seek a j udic ial determination of her  
boundaries, there was danger of  bloodshed from 
I l l inois ,  and possibly elsewhere, unless Congress 
interfered. Committees reported in favor of giving 
Ohio the l ine she asked, and of con firming - the · 
boundaries possessed by I ndiana and I l l inois ; 
while ,  to preven t  fu tu re l i tigation concerni ng the 
bind ing character of the compact of r 78 7 ,  they 
proposed to compel M ichigan to wait for admis­
sion u n til she conceded those boundaries. 
Colonel Benton ,  in  his " Thirty Years View," 
- while passing over the bou ndary question as 
· one which, when he wrote, had ceased to be im­
portant, - narrates very ful ly the cou rse of th 
contest i n  r 8 3 5 - 6  over the admission of the two 
472 CONDITIONS IMPOSED. [Chap. XIV.
States. The debates were unprecedented for ob-
stinacy, — the last session in committee having con-
tinued twenty-five hours, and the real purposes
of the contestants not having been plainly avowed.
There was not only a desire to keep off the final
vote, but a contest of priority between the bills ;
and this grew chiefly out of the slavery dispute.
The Michigan bill got the preference, and was
passed first by a large vote ; and the vote on the
admission of Arkansas was nearly the same. The
opposition on the final vote in each case was in-
dependent of party ; and the contest throughout
was on other than party grounds.
The acts for the admission of both States were
thus passed and signed together, on the 15th of
June, 1836. But they were left in very different
positions. Arkansas was received into the Union at
once and unconditionally. Michigan w^as not to be
received except with the southern boundary claimed
by Indiana and desired by Ohio. The Upper Pen-
insula east of Montreal River, and the American
part of Lake Superior from that point to the
northwestern national boundary line, were thrown
in as a sort of compensation for the land taken
off at the south. Until the new boundary line was
adopted by a convention of delegates elected for
that purpose, by the people of Michigan, she was
not to be admitted at all.
There was much ingenuity in the scheme
devised to secure this consent. It was known
that the people of the State were largely in
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4 7 2  CONDITIONS IMPOSE D. (CHAP. X,IV. 
States .  The debates were u np recedented for ob­
st inacy,-the last session in committee having con­
t inued twenty-five hours, and the real pu rposes 
of the contestants not having been plainly avowed. 
There was not only a des ire to keep off the final 
vote, bu t a contest  of priori ty between the bill s ; 
and th is  grew chiefly out of the slavery dispute .  
The M ichigan bi l l  got the preference,  and was 
passed firs t  by a large vote ; and the vote on the 
admission of Arkansas was nearly the same .  The 
oppos1t10n on the final vote in each case was in­
dependen t of party ; and the contest throughou t 
was on other than party grounds. 
The acts for the admiss ion of both States were 
thu s passed and s igned together, on the I 5 th of 
J u ne,  1 8 36. Bu t they were left in  very different  
posit ions .  Arkansas was received into the Un ion at 
once and uncondit ionally.  M ich igan was not to be 
received except with the sou thern boundary claimed 
by Indiana and des ired by Ohio .  The Upper Pen­
in sula east of Montreal River, and the American 
part of Lake Superior  from that poin t  to the 
northwestern national bou ndary l ine ,  were thrown 
in  as a sort of compen sation for  the land taken 
off at the south .  Unti l  the new boundary l ine  was 
adopted by a convention of delegates elected for  
that purpose,  by  the people of Michigan, she was 
not to be admi tted at  al l .  
There was much ingenu i ty m the scheme 
devised to  secu re th i s  consent .  I t  was known 
that the people of the tate were largely in  
Chap. XIV.] MOTIVES FOR ADMISSION. 473
favor of admission, and equally sure that they
were unanimously opposed to any boundary con-
cessions until the right received judicial determin-
ation. If admitted, it was certain the electoral
vote would be cast for Mr. \^an Buren. The act
expressly recognized the election of United States
Senators and Representative as valid, and the
prevailing — though not unanimous — view was that
under the Ordinance the Territory had become a
State, but a State awaiting admission. Wisconsin
was created a separate Territory from and after
July 4th, 1836. Michigan had meanwhile organ-
ized Its own judiciary, to go Into office July ist,
1836. The Senators and Representative were of
course desirous of entering upon their duties, and
the ingenious theory had been propounded that
the assent of a convention thus obtained would
be void as a violation of the State Constitution,
which had located all the powers of government,
and had not recognized any such body as a con-
vention. But as Congress had to determine on
the assent as a political question, and the ques-
tion of admission was not within the power of
the people, this theory was not regarded as ten-
able for any practical purpose, whether technically
correct or not.
The popular feeling was at once aroused, and
hostile. An effort was now made to convert the
proposals into a party question, which succeeded
partially, but not completely. There had been no
divisions of parties before on any of these ques-
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CHAP. XIV. ]  MOTIVES FOR A D  USSION. 4 7 3  
favor  of admiss ion ,  and equally su re that they 
were u nanimously opposed to any boundary con­
cess ions un ti l  the right received j udic ial determin­
ation .  I f  admitted, i t  was certain the e lectoral 
vote wou ld be cast for M r. Van Buren .  The act 
expressly recognized the election of U ni ted States 
Senators and Representative as val id ,  and the 
prevail ing-though not  u nanimous-view was that 
u nder the Ordinance the Territory had become a 
State, but a State awaiti ng admission .  W iscons in  
was created a separate Territory from and after 
Ju ly 4th, r 8 3 6. M ichigan had meanwhi le organ­
ized i ts own j udic iary, to go in to office J u ly I st, 
1 8 3 6. The Senators and Representative were of 
course des i rous of  en tering upon the i r  du ties, and 
the i ngen ious theory had been propounded that 
the assent  of a convention thus  obtained would  
be  void as  a v iolation of  the State Constitu tion ,  
which had located a l l  the powers of government ,  
and had not  recognized any such body as a con­
vention .  But  as Congress had to determine on  
the assen t  as  a pol i tical question ,  and the ques­
t ion of admission was not wi th in  the power of 
the people, this theory was not regarded as ten ­
able for any practical  purpose, whether techn ically  
correct o r  not. 
The popular feel i ng was at once aroused, and 
· hosti le .  An effort was now made to convert the 
proposals into a party question ,  which succeeded 
partial ly, but not completely. There had been no 
divis ions of  parties before on any of these ques-
4 74 PUBLIC SENTIMENT. [Chap. XIV.
tions, although the partisan journals had been a
good deal at variance. The Governor called an ex-
tra session of the Legislature, to provide for a
convention, and it met on the iith of July. A
public dinner had taken place in Detroit on the
4th, at which many speeches and volunteer toasts
were given by leading politicians of both parties,
and they were equally earnest in their expressions
of disgust. The Governor's message was a very
able and fair document, in which he submitted the
subject as one which must after all be decided on
as one of policy; and while not disposed to ac-
quiesce, if there was any likelihood of a better de-
cision in the future, he thought it might perhaps
be found inevitable. The Free Press — the orphan
of the Democratic party — on the same day indi-
cated less disposition than the Governor to make
the concession. On the first of July, 1836, the
provisions for district courts and other United
States offices, which are usually passed when
States are admitted, and which had been included
in the body of the act admitting Arkansas, were
enacted separately; but with a proviso that this
act should " not take effect until the State of Mich-
igan shall be admitted into the Union according to
the provisions of the act e^ititled 'An Act to establish
the northern boundary of the State of Ohio, and to
provide for the admission of the State of Michigan
into the Union on certain conditio7isl " It should
have been remarked before, that this had fixed the
Ohio, Indiana and Michigan boundaries positively
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4 74 PUBLIC SENTI M ENT. [CHAP. XIV. 
tions, although the partisan j ou rnals had been a 
good deal at variance.  The Governor cal led an  ex­
tra session of the Legislatu re, to p rovide for a 
convention,  and i t  met on the r r th of  J u ly .  A 
publ ic  dinner  had taken place in Detroit on  the 
4th , at which many speeches and volun teer toasts 
were given by lead ing pol i ticians of both parties, 
and they were equally earnest in  the ir  expressions 
of disgust. The Governor' s  message was a very 
able and fair docu ment, i n  wh ich he submitted the 
subject as one which must afte r all be decided on 
as one of pol iq ; and while not d isposed to ac­
qu iesce, if  there was any l ikel ihood of a better de­
cis ion in the futu re, he thought i t  might_ perhaps 
be found inevitable .  The Free Press-the organ 
of the Democratic party-on the same day indi­
cated less disposit ion tqan the Governor  to make 
the concession .  On the first  of Ju ly, 1 8 3 6, the 
provisions  for d istrict courts and other  U ni ted 
tates offices, which are u sual ly passed when 
States are admi tted, and which had been included 
i n  the body of the act admitti ng Arkansas, were · 
en acted separately ; bu t wi th a proviso that this 
act shou ld " not take effect unbl the State ef Mich­
igan shall be admitted into the Union according to 
tltc provz'.sz'ons of tlze act entitled 'An Act to establish/ 
tlze northern boundary of the State of 0 lzio, and to 
prmJZde for the advzz.ssz.on of the tate of Michigan 
z'Jzto tlic Union on certain conditz'ons. ' " I t  shou ld 
have been remarked before, that this had fixed the 
Ohio,  I ndiana and M ichigan bou ndaries pos i tively 
Chap. XIV.] CONDITIONS REJECTED. 476
and unconditionally, the conditions only applying
to the admission of Michigan, which was made a
subordinate heading of the bill. Congress ad-
journed on the 4th of July. Under the settled
rules of construction, the act of the ist of July was
a dead letter until the admission of the State ; and
no appointments could be made under it until
then. But before the Senate adjourned, the Pres-
ident nominated, and the Senate confirmed, Ross
Wilkins as District Judge, Daniel Goodwin as Dis-
trict Attorney, and Conrad Ten Eyck as Marshal,
with the proviso that their commissions should not
issue until the admission of the State into the
Union. As a judge when once appointed cannot
be removed except by impeachment, this would
have raised a very awkward question, if the con-
sent of Michigan had been postponed into another
administration ; and the validity of such an ap-
pointment made before there was any law in force
to authorize it might have been contested.
The Legislature directed an election for a
convention, to meet in Ann Arbor, on the 4th
Monday of September. It became plain to every
one before the election day arrived, that the
members of this convention would reject the con-
ditions. The convention refused to consent to
purchasing admission on those terms.
An attempt was now made to unite the Dem-
ocratic party, in favor of accepting the conditions,
with the view of taking such measures as might
then be ventured on. The Washino^ton corres-
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CHAP. XIV.) CONDITIONS REJECTED. 4 75 
and unconditional ly, the condit ions only applying 
to the admission of  M ichigan, which was made a 
subordinate heading of the bi l l .  Congress ad­
journed on the 4th of Ju ly. U nder the settled 
rules of construction ,  the act of the I st of Ju ly was 
a dead letter u ntil the admission of the State ; and 
no appointments could be made u nder i t  un til 
then .  But  before the Senate adjourned, the Pres­
ident  nominated, and the Senate confirmed, Ross 
Wilkins as District J udge, Daniel Goodwin as Dis­
trict Attorney, and Conrad Ten Eyck as Marshal, 
wi th the proviso that their commissions  should not 
issue until the admission of the State i n to the 
Un ion .  As a judge when once a ppoin ted cannot  
be  removed except by impeachment, this  would  
have raised a very awkward question, i f  the  con­
sent of M ich igan had been postponed in to another 
admin istration : and the val idity of such an ap­
poin tment made before there was any law in force 
to au thorize i t  m ight have been contested . 
The Legislatu re d irected an elect ion for a 
convention ,  to meet i n  An n Arbor, on  the 4th 
Monday of September. It became plain to every 
one before the e lection day arrived, that the 
members of this convention would rej ect the con­
ditions .  The convention refused to consent to 
pu rchasing admission on those terms .  
An attempt was now made to u n i te the Dem­
ocratic party, in favor of accepting the condit ions, 
with the view of tak ing such measures a m ight 
then be ventu red on .  The Washington corres-
476
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pendents figured up the share which Michigan
would have in the dividends of surphis revenue,
and the five per cent, on the proceeds of pubh'c
lands, as amounting in all to more than $450,000,
all of which — the President found occasion to
intimate — would be lost to Michioran if not
admitted on the first of January, 1837. — (This
like most other solemn extra-official utterances
of men in authority, was not correct.) Presiden-
tial electors were to be chosen in November,
under an act of the State Legislature ; and their
election also would be futile without admission.
And last — though not least — various gentlemen
willing to bear official responsibilities would be
disappointed. As the anonymous Washington
assurances concerning the financial loss by delay
appear to have been regarded as of doubtful
origin, an official letter was drawn from Mr.
Woodbury, Secretary of the Treasury, stating
that the money could not be paid to Michigan
before her admission, but not making the first
of January or any other day the limit. Informa-
tion was also obtained from Mr. Schoolcraft,
indicating the value of the I'pper Peninsula.
On the 29th of October, 1836, a Democratic
convention of Wayne County expressed a desire
for another convention, and this was followed by
a similar meeting in Washtenaw. The Governor,
in reply to a request, stated there was no time
for an extra session of the Legislature, and said
he had no authority to call a convention ; but he
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4 76 P E R SUAS I V E  . [CHAP. X I V .  
pon dents figu red up the share which Michigan 
wou ld have i n  the d iv idends of surplus  revenue ,  
and th e five per cen t . on the p roceeds of  publ ic  
lands , as amounting i n  a l l  to  more than $450,000, 
al l of which-the Presiden t  fou nd occasion to 
i n timate - wou ld be lost to Michigan if not  
admitted on  the fi rst  of  J anuary, r 8 3 7 .-(This  
l i ke m ost other  solemn extra-official u tte rances 
of men in au thori ty, was not correct . ) Presiden­
t ia l  electors were to be chosen in November, 
u ndP.r an act of the State Legislatu re ; and the i r  
· e l ect ion al so wou ld be  fu t i le w i thou t admiss ion . 
And last - though not least - various gen tlemen 
wi l l ing to bear official responsibi l i ties wou ld  be 
disappoi nted . As the anonymous  Washington 
assu rances concern i ng the financial loss by delay 
appear to have been regarded as of dou btfu l 
ongm , an official letter was drawn from M r. 
Woodbu ry, Secretary of  the Treasury, stating 
that the money cou ld not be pa id to Michigan 
before her adm ission ,  bu t not making the first 
of J an uary or  any other day the l im i t. -I nforma­
tion was also o�tained from M r. Schoolcraft, 
i nd icating the value of the Upper Pe n insu la .  
On the 29th of October, 1 8 3 6, a Democratic 
conven tion of Wayne Coun ty expressed a desire 
for an other convention ,  and th is  was followed by 
a s im i lar meet ing- in Wash tenaw .  The Governor, 
in  reply to a requ est, stated there was no time 
fo r an extra session of the Legislatu re, and said 
h had no au thority to cal l a convention ; bu t he 
Chap. XIV. J MICHIGAN ADMITTED. 477
referred to the revolutionary proceedings in riie
early history of the United States as quite irregu-
lar, and intimated that a popular convention mio-ht
be recognized at Washington. Thereupon, in
pursuance of the Wayne County action, David C.
McKinstry, Ross Wilkins, Marshal J. Bacon, John
McDonell, and Charles W. Whipple, called a con-
vention to be held at Ann Arbor on the 14th of
December, and recommended that their action be
ratified by the next Legislature. Elections were
held, from which many of the people absented
themselves because not lawfully held, and the con-
vention met, (familiarly known as the " Frost-bitten
Convention") made up entirely of delegates favor:
able to admission. They at once, and without
ceremony, gave their assent to the conditions, and
forwarded their action to Washington. The
President laid the case before Congress, and it
gave rise to much debate. The validity of the
convention was denied, and the matter was con-
siderably delayed. There was a general disposi-
tion to admit the State, but not to recognize the
irregular action ; and a preamble reciting consent
to have been given was strenuously objected to.
The bill was finally passed, with a preamble which
recited that consent had been given by a con-
vention of delegates, '' elected by the people of
the State for the sole purpose of giving their
assent;" and Michigan was admitted on the 26th
of January, 1837.
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CH AP. X I V . J  l\I I C H I GA N  A D M I T T E D .  4 7 7  
referred to the revolu tionary proceed ings i n  the 
early history of the Un i ted States as qu i te i r regu­
lar, and int imated that a popular convention m ight 
be recogn ized at Washington . Thereupon, i
.
n 
pursuance of the Wayne County action, David C .  
McKinstry, Ross Wilk ins ,  Marshal J .  Bacon,  John 
McDonell ,  and Charles W. Wh ipple ,  cal l ed a con­
vention to be held at An n Arbor on the I 4th of  
December, and recommended that the i r  action be 
ratified by the n ext  Legislatu re . Elections were 
held ,  from which many of the people absented 
themselves because not lawfu l ly held, and the con ­
vention met, (famil iarly known as the '.' Frost-bitten 
Convention")  made up en ti rely of delegates favor:­
able to admiss ion .  They at once, and withou t 
ceremony, gave the ir  assent  to the condi tions ,  and 
forwarded the i r  action to Vv ashington . The 
President la id the case before Congress, and i t  
gave nse to  much debate. The val id i ty o f  the 
convention was den ied, and the matter was con­
s iderably <;lelayed.  There was a general disposi­
tion to admi t  the State, but not to recogn ize the 
i rregu lar action ; and a pream ble recit ing con sen t  
to  have been .g iven was strenuously objected - to . 
The bi l l  was finally passed, w ith a preamble which 
recited that consen t  had been given by a con -
ention of  delegates,  ' el ected b )  the p ople of  
the State for the sole pu rpose of g1 v in 0  their  
assent ;"  and Michigan was admi tted on  the 2 6th 
of January, 1 8 3 7 . 
478 ACQUIESCENCE. [Chap. XIV, .
It would be very difficult to maintain the
legality of this convention, on any principle which
would not lead to the subversion of all constitu-
tional government But Congress acted upon it;
and the question was one political and not judi-
cial, on which their action was final. It is
probable, also, that in the view that no better
terms were likely to be made for some years, if
at all, the measure would, upon a second sub-
mission, have been ratified by a large majority of
the people. When the struggle was over, the
result was acquiesced in ; and the best was made
of what was deemed a bad bargain. An attempt
to have the electoral vote of Michigan declared
valid failed. All that could be done for it was
to ,allow the fact to appear that it had been cast
for Mr. Van Buren. This was permitted on the
ground that it would not change the result ;
and its regularity was left open. Colonel Richard
M. Johnson was elected Vice President by the
Senate, for lack of an electoral majority. This
election took place after the State was admitted ;
and the Senators, Mr. Norvell and Mr. Lyon,
had the opportunity of giving him their votes.
The State was recognized, when admitted, as
having existed as such since November, 1835, when
the Senators and Representatives, Governor and
Legislature, came into office ; and such has been
the uniform ruling of all departments. The last
act of the Territorial Judges, on the first day of
July, 1836, — three days before the Territory of
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4 78 ACQUI ESCENCE. [CHAP. XIV . . 
· I t  would be very difficul t  to maintain the 
legal i ty of this convention, on any principle which 
wou ld not lead to the subversion of  all constitu ­
tional government. But Congress acted upon i t ; 
and the question was one pol itical and not j udi­
cial . on which the ir  action was final . I t  is 
probable, also, that in the view that no bette r 
terms were l ikely to be made for some years, i f  
at a l l ,  the measu re would,  upon a second sub­
miss ion,  h�ve been ratified by a large majority of 
the people .  When the struggle was over, the 
resu l t  was acqu iesced in ; and the best was made 
of what was deemed a bad bargain . An attempt 
to have the electoral vote of  M ichigan declared 
val id failed. All  that could  be done for i t  was 
to ,allow the fact to appear that it had been cas t  
for M r. Van Buren .  This was permi tted on the 
I 
ground that it would not change the resul t  ; 
and i ts regu larity was left open .  Colonel Richard 
M .  Johnson was elected Vice President by the 
Senate, for lack of an electoral majori ty .  This 
election took place after  the State was admitted ; 
and the Senators, Mr. Norvell and Mr. Lyon ,  
had the opportun i ty of  giv ing hin: their votes .  
The S tate was recognized, when admitted, as 
having existed as such s ince November, 1 83 5 , when 
the Senators and Representatives, Governor and 
Legislature, came in to office ; and such has been 
the un iform rul ing of all departments .  The last 
act of the Territorial Judges, on the first day of 
J u ly, I 836, - three days before the Territory of  
Chap. XIV. 1 CO-EXISTENCE OF STATE AND TERRITORY. 479
Michigan lost its remaining jurisdiction by the or-
ganization of Wisconsin, — was in their capacity as
a land board. They conveyed a lot of land in
Detroit to the Detroit Young Men's Society, — a
corporation created by the State some months
before. This deed was held valid, on the ground
that the Territory survived until July 4th, although
a part of its domain had been severed and trans-
formed into a State.
Henceforth the affairs of Michigan were within
her own control. The motto of the Territory had
been Tandem fit Stir cuius arbor (the sprout at
length becomes a tree.) This simple and grace-
ful sentiment, with the device expressing it, looked
at the future and was now accomplished. The
conglomeration of mottoes and devices on the
State seal, which remind one of the character in
Shakspeare who had been at a feast of languages
and stolen the scraps, is devoid enough of mean-
ing to give a wide range to the imagination.
But, in spite of its heraldic confusion, the State
has suffered no damage from it ; and her great
seal, though not attractive as a work of art, can
certify a very honorable history.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
24
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. XIV.]  CO-EXI STENCE OF STAT E A N D  T E R R I T O R Y .  4 79 
Mich igan lost i ts remaining ju risdiction by the or­
gan ization of Wiscons in ,-was in  the i r  capac i ty as 
a land board. They conveyed a lot of land in 
Detro i t  to the Detroit  Young Men ' s  Society, - a 
corporation created by the State some months 
before.  This  deed was held val id ,  on  the ground 
that the Territory su rvived un ti l  J u ly 4th, al though 
a part of i ts domain had been severed and trans­
formed into a State . 
Henceforth the affairs of M ich igan we re within 
her own control .  The motto of  the Te rritory had 
been Tandem fit Sztrculus arbor ( the sprout at 
length becomes a t ree . )  Th is  s imple and  grace­
ful  sentiment, wi th the device express ing i t , looked 
at the fu tu re and was now accompl ished . The 
conglomeration of mottoes and devices on the 
State seal, which remind one of the character in 
Shakspeare who had been at a feast of languages 
and stolen the scraps, is devoid enough of mean­
ing to give a wide range to the imagination . 
Bu t, i n  spite of i ts heraldic confu sion,  the State 
has suffered no damage from i t ; and her great 
seal, though not attractive as a work of art, can 
certify a very honorable history .  
CHAPTER XV.
MICHIGAN UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OE 1 835.
The new State had, at the time of its admis-
sion, become fairly settled down to the manage-
ment of home affairs. The Supreme Court was
organized by the appointment of William A.
Fletcher as chief justice, and George Morell and
Epaphroditus Ransom associate justices. Chief
Justice Fletcher had previously been selected to
codify and digest the statutes, and was busy with
his work. A court of chancery was created, and
Elon Farnsworth was appointed chancellor. This
court, under his presidency, acquired an enviable
reputation for the justice and soundness of its
decisions, and his opinions are plain and lucid
statements of correct principles. He was suc-
ceeded, on his resignation in 1842, by Randolph
Manning, who was also an able chancellor, and
filled with credit several political as well as legal
offices, dying in August, 1864, while holding
the position of judge of the Supreme Court. The
Court of Chancery was abolished by the Revised
Statutes of 1846, and the jurisdiction vested in the
circuit courts.
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C H A P T E R  X V . 
�I I H I G  .. N UNDER TH E CONSTI TUTION OF I 8 3 5 . 
. 
Tr E new State had, at the t ime of its admis-
sion, become fairly settled down to the manage­
ment of home affairs. The Supreme Court was 
organized by the appointmen t  of  Wil l iam A. 
Fletcher  as chief j u st ice, and George Morell and 
Epaphrodi tus Ransom associate j u stices. Chief 
Justice Fletcher had p reviously been selected to 
codify and d iges t  the statutes, and was busy w ith 
his work . . A cou rt of chancery was created, and 
Elon Farnsworth W(:l.S appointed chancel lor. This 
cou rt, under his p residency, acqu i red an enviable 
reputation for  the j u stice and soundness of  i ts  
decisions, and his  opin ions are pla in and l ucid 
s tatements of correct principles .  He was suc­
ceeded, on his resignation  in  I 842 ,  by Randolph 
Manning, who was also an able chancellor, and 
fil led with credit several pol itical as wel l as legal 
offices, dying in August, I 864, whi le holding 
the position of j udge of  the Suprem e Cou rt. The 
Cou rt of Chancery was abolished by the Revised 
Statutes of I 846, and the j u risdiction vested in  the 
c i rcu i t  courts . 
Chai'. XV. J UNIVERSITY. 481
John D. P^ierce of Marshall was the hrst Super-
intendent of Public Instruction. He was very
active in preparing- the general scheme of educa-
tion by means of primary schools, and the Univer-
sity and its branches. The University was es-
tablished at x^nn Arbor. Its board of re<rents
consisted of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
Chancellor, and Judges of the Supreme Court, as
ex-officio members, and twelve regents appointed
by the Governor and Senate. The University
was ultimately to contain not only a literary
department, but colleges of medicine and law.
Branches of the University were established in
various places as preparatory academies. These
were at Detroit, Pontiac. Tecumseh, Niles, Kala-
mazoo, Monroe and White Pigeon. The branches
were first established, and in 1841 the hrst class
was opened in the University at Ann Arbor, the
first graduates leaving the college in 1845. The
medical college was opened in 1848, and the law
department in 1859.
The University and school lands previously
set apart by the United States for I'niversity and
school purposes were transferred in fee to the
State, to dispose of them as might seem proper,
and preserve the funds inviolate. The new
organization, being identical with the old, obtained
title to such property as had been directly vested
in that corporation, — including buildings and lands
in Detroit, and various other property. The
Superintendent of Public Instruction was put in
81
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CHAP. XV. ]  UN I V E R ' lTY .  
J ohn D .  Pie rce of  Marshal l was the fi rst u l->e r­
i ntende n t  of Pu bl i c  I n stru cti o n .  H e  wa v e ry 
ac
_
t ive i n  prepari ng the ge n e ral sche me of e d u ca­
t ion by means of  p rima r · chools ,  and the C n iver-
i ty and i ts b ra nche . The U n ive rsi ty wa · e -
tabl ished at A n n  A rbo r.  I ts board o f  rege n ts 
c o ns isted of  the Gove rn o r, Lie u tenant  Gove rno r, 
Chan cello r� and J u dges of  the S u p reme Cou rt, a 
ex-officio members, and twelve rege nts appo i n ted 
by the Governor  a n d  Senate.  The U n i v e rs i ty 
was u l ti mately to con ta i n  not on ly  a l i terary 
department, b u t  col l eges of  medic i ne  and law.  
B ran ches of the U nivers i ty w e re establ i shed i n  
vario u s  places a s  p repa ratory academies .  The e 
were at D et ro i t, Pon tiac,  Te c u m seh,  N i les ,  Kala­
mazoo, M o n roe and \I\ h i te Pigeon .  The branches 
were fi rs t  establ ished, and in r 84 r th e fi rst  clas 
was opened in the U n i v e rs i ty at A n n  A rbor, the 
fi rst  gradu ates leav i ng the col l ege i n  r 845 . The 
medical coll ege was opened in r 848 ,  and the law 
departm e n t  i n  1 8 5 9 .  
The l1 n ivers i ty and school land p rev ious ! )  
e t  apart by the U n i ted States for l n ive rsi ty and 
school  p u rposes w e re tran fe rred i n  fee to  th 
State,  to d ispo e of  them a m ight seem prope r, 
and preserv the fu nd · in  violat . The n e "? 
o rgan izat i o n ,  bei n u- iden tical w i th th , I d ,  btai n 
t it le to such I roperty a had been d i r  'c t l y \ ested 
in that c rporati on ,-in cl u d i n  bu i ld in  - a n d  land 
m etroit , and \ a riou oth e r  p rope rt) . The 
Superi n tenden t of u bl i c  In tru ct ion wa. ut i n  
;H 
482 SCHOOLS. [Chap. XV.
charge of all the trust lands and funds, and
retained their management until they were sub-
sequently transferred to the State Land Office.
The Governor's message, in 1837, dwelt upon
the necessity of a full system of education, and
advocated what was also desired by Mr. Pierce,
the ultimate completion of a uniform system,
whereby any child could be educated completely,
from the earliest rudiments through all the
branches of useful and elegant knowledge. This
he urged as necessary to secure political and
civil equality. Although it took many years to
reach the desired end, it has been reached, and
in most of our towns the schools carry up their
pupils as far as they choose to go, and prepare
them, if they desire it, for pursuing their scholas-
tic work in the University, or elsewhere. Until
union and high schools were established, the
branches of the University had been the only
public academies under State authority. Now
there are not only multitudes of them, but they
are very generally free schools throughout. The
branches were not kept up very many years.
They received female scholars as well as male.
In addition to school lands, the United States
at various times gave to the State, for its own
purposes, lands for State buildings, salt springs,
and large grants to aid in public improvements.
Five per cent, of the proceeds of government
land sales was also given for internal improve-
ments. Five hundred thousand acres of internal
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4 8 2  SCHOOLS.  [CHAP. XV.  
charge of all the tru st lands and fu nds, and 
re tained the ir  management u ntil they were sub­
sequently transferred to the State Land Office .  
The Governor's messa e, i n  1 8 3 7 , dwelt upon 
the necessity of a full sy tern of education ,  and 
advocated what was also desi red by M r. Pierce, 
the u l timate completion of a u n iform system, 
whereby any chi ld could be educa ted completely, 
from the earl iest rud iments through al l  the 
branches of useful and elegant  knowledge. This 
he · u rged as necessary to secu re pol i tical and 
c iv i l  equal i ty. Although it  took many years to 
reach the desi red end, i t  has been reached, and 
in most of ou r towns the schools carry up  the i r  
pupils as  far as they choose to  go, and prepare 
them, i f  they des ire i t, fo r  pu rsu ing the ir  scholas­
t ic work in the Univers i ty, or elsewhere. Unti l  
u n ion and high schools we re establ i shed, the 
branches of  the Un iversity had been the only 
publ ic academ ies under  State au thori ty. Now 
there are not  on ly mul ti tudes of  them,  bu t they 
are very generally free school s throughou t. The 
branches were not kept up very many years. 
They received female scholars as well as male .  
I n  addit ion to school lands, the U n ited States 
at various times gave to the State, for i ts own 
pu rposes, lands for State bu i ld ings, salt springs, 
and large grants to aid in  publ ic improvemen ts .  
Five per  cen t. of · the proceeds of  govern ment 
land sales was also given for in ternal improve­
ments .  Five hundred thousand acres of in te rnal 
Chap. XV.] INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 4 S3
improvement lands were asked for and siibse-
quendy granted. Michigan also became entitled
to a share of the surplus revenue of the United
States. These large possessions were anticipated,
and the hope of receiving them had, as already
seen, been one of the inducements to submit to
the unpleasant conditions imposed by Congress.
The Legislature of 1836, looking forward to
these accessions, had meditated on the magnificent
possibilities, and had, among other things, author-
ized the Governor to invite proposals from every
rail road company in the State for the transfer
of their roads and franchises. The charters were
numerous, but not very much had been done in
road-building. In 1837, as soon as admission
became certain, the young State launched out,
like an heir just emancipated, into the most
lavish display of her new freedom, and fancied
opulence.
Although these times are not very remote, the
present generation cannot perhaps, quite compre-
hend how people felt. There was as yet, no
railwav communication with the east. From
Albany to Schenectady and Utica, the road was
built very gradually. West of Utica the travel
was by stage or canal-boat. The Lake Erie
steamboats were the finest and largest boats in
America, and conveyed travellers with speed and
comfort. From Detroit to Chicago there was no
convenient land-passage, and all went by the
lakes. From Chicago westward there were no
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CHAP . XV.]  INTERNAL IM PROV E M ENTS. 4 S 3 
improvement lands were asked for and subse­
quently granted. l\i ichigan also became enti tled 
to a share of the surplus revenue of the Un ited 
tates. These large possess ions were antic ipated, 
and the hope of receiving them had , a al ready 
seen, been one of the i nducemen ts to submit  to 
the u npleasan t conditions imposed by Congres . 
The Legislatu re of I 8 3 6, looking forward to 
these accessions ,  had meditated on  the magn ificent  
possibi l i ties, and  had, among other  th ings, au thor­
ized the Governor to invi te proposals from every 
rai l  road company i n  the State for the transfer  
of the i r  roads and franchises .  The charte rs were 
numerous,  but not  very much had been done in 
road-bui ld ing. In  1 8 3 7 , as soon as admiss ion 
became certain ,  the young State lau nched ou t, 
l ike an he ir  j us t  emancipated, i n to the most 
lavish d isplay of her new freedom,  and fancied 
opu lence. 
Al though these t imes are not very remote, the 
presen t  generation cannot perhaps, qu i te compre­
hend how people fel t . There was as yet, no 
rai lway commun ication with the east .  From 
Albany to Schenectady and U tica, the road wa 
bu i l t  very gradually. West of Utica the trav 1 
was by stage or  canal-boat. The Lake Erie 
steamboats were the finest and largest  boats i n  
America, and conveyed travell ers wi th speed and 
comfort. From Detroit to Chicago there wa no 
conven ien t  land-passage . and a l l  went  by th 
lakes.  From Chicago westward there were no 
484
RAILROADS. I Chap. XV.
railroads, and no travelling facilities beyond
natural roads. It was more than fifteen years
before any railroad crossed Canada. Telegraphs
were not put in use for many years. There
were no plank or gravel roads, and the best
turnpikes were almost impassable for several
months in each year.
The railroads themselves were imperfect, and
their ultimate perfection was not foreseen. Their
passenger cars were small vehicles, holding no
more than from eighteen to twenty-four passen-
gers, and not much, if any, heavier than the
large stage-coaches. The iron was flat bar-iron,
from half to three-fourths of an inch thick, spiked
on wooden sleepers which were lightly tied, and
on tracks not perfectly graded or heavily ballasted.
The locomotives weighed from two to six or
seven tons, and drew corresponding loads.
Great weight and high speed would have de-
stroyed the tracks. One of the dangers of
travel was from '' snake-heads," caused by the
loosening of the ends of the thin rails, which,
bending up, were caught between the wheels, and
driven through the bottom of the car, wounding
or impaling any one who sat over the point of
entrance. Instead of grading up or down steep
declivities, cars were passed over the incline by
counter weights of box-cars, loaded with stone,
which balanced them like window weights, and
made it easy to pass one up as the other went
down. As there were no long railways, there was
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4 84. P A lLROADS.  LCHAP .  x v .  
rai l roads, and no travel l ing facil i t ies  beyon d  
natu ral roads .  I t  was m o re than fi fte e n  yea rs 
before any rai lroad c rossed Canada. Telegraphs 
we re not  put  in  use fo r  many years . The re 
we re no plank or gravel roads,  and the best 
tu rnpikes w e re almost i mpassabl e fo r  several 
m o n ths in each yea r. 
The rai l roads themselves were imperfect, and 
the i r  u l t imate pe rfect ion was not foreseen . The i r  
passenger ca rs w e re smal l veh icles ,  hold ing n o  
more than from e ightee n  t o  twen ty-fou r passe n ­
gers,  .and not  m u ch ,  i f  a n y ,  heav i e r  than the 
l a rge stage-coaches .  The i ro n  was fla t  bar- i ro n ,  
from half  t o  th ree- fo u rths of  an i n ch t h i c k ,  sp iked 
on woode n s l e ep ers whi c h  were l ightly t ied,  and 
o n  tracks n o t  p e rfectly graded o r  h eavi ly  bal lasted.  
The locomotives weighed from two to s ix  or  
seven tons ,  a n d  d rew corresponding loads .  
G reat weight a n d  h igh speed wou l d  have de­
stroyed the t rack s .  O n e  of the dangers o f  
travel  was from " snake-heads ,"  cau sed b y  the 
loosen i ng of the ends  of  the th in  rai l s ,  w h i c h ,  
b e n d i n g  u p ,  w e re caught be twee n t h e  wheels, and 
d riven thro ugh the bottom o f  the car, wou nding 
o r  i m pa l i ng any one who sat o v e r  the poi nt of  
e ntrance .  I n s tead o f  gradi ng up or down stee p 
decl iv i t ie  , cars we re passed over the i n cl i n e  by 
cou nter weights of box- cars, loaded with stone ,  
which balanced them l ike w indow weights,  a n d  
made i t  easy to p a s s  one u p  a s  t h e  other w e n t  
dow n .  As there w e re no l o n g  rai lways, the re was 
Chap. XV.] RAILROADS. 485
no freighting unless of light articles, except for
short distances. In a level country well supplied
with wood, the cost of building and ironing a
railroad was very trifling, and its rolling stock
was also cheap and scanty. The original capital
stock of the Detroit and St. Joseph Railroad
Company, (the corporation which began the
Michigan Central Railroad) was a million and
a half of dollars. The entire cost of buildino- and
stocking the Central Railroad to Marshall, was
reckoned in 1846 as having been two millions
of dollars. In private hands it would probably
have been less ; and the capital stock of $1,500,000,
aided by the earnings, properly managed, would
have been adequate according to the plans first
devised, to build the road ; although the subse-
quent improvements in track and stock would
have made new arrangements necessary, if the
road had been built as slowly as was then
customary. Twenty miles a year was in those
days rapid railroad building.
It is not strange that with the experience of
such a rapid growth, the people of Michigan were
very sanguine. The times were what judge
Baldwin very apdy named them, " flush times,"
when money was turned out as fast as engravers
could make it, and nearly every, good engraving
passed current somewhere. Property was bought
and sold at fabulous prices. Land which could
be purchased by any one at government price
for a dollar and a quarter an acre, would sell as
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CHAP.  V . ]  R A I L R  A D  . .  4 8 5  
n o  fre ighti ng u n less o f  l ight art icles ,  exce1 t for 
short  d istan ces .  I n  a l evel  cou n try well u ppl ied 
wi th wood , the cost  of  bu i l d i n  and i ro n i ng a 
rai l road was ve ry tri ft i n cY, and i ts  rol l i ng tock 
was also cheap and scan ty. The o riginal  capital 
stock of the Detroi t and t .  J oseph Rail road 
Com pany, ( the co rporation  which began the 
M i ch igan C e ntral Rai l road ) ·was a m i l l ion and 
a half  of  dol lars .  The en t ire cost of bu i ld ing and 
stocking the Cen tral  Rai l road to M a rshall ,  was 
reckoned in I 846 as hav ing been two m i l l ions  
o f  dol lars .  In  p rivate hands  i t  wou ld p robably 
have been less ; and the cap i tal stock of � p  , 500,000, 
aided by the ea rni ngs,  p roperly managed, wou ld 
have been adequate acco rdi ng to the plans fi rst  
devised,  to bu i l d  the road ; a lthough the  su  bse­
qu e n t  i m p rovem e nts in  track · a n d  stock wou l d  
have m ade new arrangem e nts n e cessary i f  the 
road had been bu i l t  as slowly as was the n  
cu s tomary .  Twe n ty m i l e s  a y e a r  was i n  those 
days rap i d  rai l road bu i ldi ng. 
It  i s  not  strange that w i th the exper ience of 
su ch a rap i d  growth, the people of  M ich igan were 
ve ry sangu i n e .  The t imes were what J u dge 
Baldwi n v e ry aptly named th e m ,  " flu sh t imes , '  
iVhen money was tu rned out  as fast as e ngravers 
cou l d  make i t, and n early  eve ry good en gravi ng 
passed cu rren t somewh e re .  Prope rty was bough t 
a n d  sold at  fabulou s p rices .  Land which could 
be pu rchased by any on at  governm e n t  p rice 
fi r a lol lar and a q u a rte r an acre ,  would . 1 1  a 
486 SANGUINE EXPECTATIONS. [Chap. XV.
town lots on an engraved village or city plat, for
fifty times that price, with no reason in the
world for the advance.
The idea seemed current that the mere activ-
ity of immigration, and the enthusiastic visions of
the immigrants, actually created wealth. Usually a
large population means prosperity, because it has
grown up slowly, and improved the country and
accumulated savings for many years. But when
population from a mere handful grows up in ten
years to five or six times its original number,
there have been no savings ; and there is no pro-
gress beyond beginnings, where the outlay usually
exceeds the income. Of the settlers who came to
Michigan, most were of that intelligent and enter-
prising class that advance the material interest of
a region as fast as they can, and in the end
build up strong communities. But they were also
usuallv of the class whose wealth is in the future
and not in possession, and who do more borrow-
ing than lending. They were also very hopeful,
and selected their homes and lands with sagacity,
so far as fertility of soil and fitness for farming,
lumbering and milling, were concerned. But they
very often reckoned wildly, by overlooking difficul-
ties of access. The garden of Eden would not
pay for raising articles which could not be
marketed, and the completest mill or factory that
ever was built could not flourish without customers.
It was fortunate that the enterprising settlers
had correct notions concerning education. There
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486 SANGUINE EX PECT A TIO NS. [CHAP. XV . 
town lots on an engraved village or  c ity plat, for 
fifty times that price, with no reason in the 
world for the advance. 
The idea seemed current  that the mere activ­
i ty of immigration,  and the enthus iastic vis ions of 
the immigran ts, actually created weal th . Usually a 
large popu lation means prosperi ty, because i t  has 
grown up slowly, and improved the coun try and 
accumulated savings for many years. Bu t when 
population from a mere handful  grows up in ten 
years to five or s ix times i ts origi nal number, 
the re have been no savings ; and there is  no pro­
gress beyond beginn ings, where the outlay usually 
exceeds the income.  Of the settlers who came to 
M ichigan ,  most were of that in tel l igent  and enter­
pris ing class that advance the material in terest of  
a region as  fast . as they can, and in  the end 
bu i ld  up  strong commun ities. But  they were also 
usually of the class whose wealth is in the futu re 
and not in  possession, and who do more borrow­
ing than lending. They were also very hopeful ,  
and selected the ir  homes and lands w ith sagacity, 
so far as ferti l i ty of soil and fitness for farming, 
l umbering and m il l ing, were concerned.  Bu t they 
ery often reckoned wildly, by overlooking d ifficul­
ti es of access. The garden of  Eden would not 
pay for ra1smg articles which could not be 
marketed, and the completest  m i l l  or factory that 
ever was bui l t  could not flou rish without customers .  
I t  was fortunate that the enterprising settlers 
had correct notions concerning education . There 
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never was in any country a more liberal and en-
lightened view of the value of g-enerous culture.
The early founders of Michigan were not only in-
telligent, but many of them were highly cultivated
and intellectual ; and through good and evil
fortunes, while they lost wealth and suffered pri-
vations, they adhered with dogged tenacity to the
system of schools, which had been planned liber-
ally, and has been the safeguard and glory of the
State. As prosperity has increased it has fallen
upon men who generally have known its relative
value, and there are few towns in the common-
wealth whose schools are not fully up in complete-
ness to the means of the people.
The first State legislation was chiefly directed
to the development of the resources of the country.
Roads were laid out in every direction, and placed
under local supervision, so that the people most
nearly interested might have means of preventing
neglect and dishonesty. Railroads were chartered
whenever asked for. The University and school
lands were put in market on long time. The
State prepared as soon as possible to enter upon
a general system of internal improvement, where-
by all parts of its jurisdiction would be made
readily accessible, and be brought within easy
reach of markets and business facilities.
One of the first and best schemes devised to
further the development of the State resources,
was the organization of a complete geological
survey. In February, 1837, an act was passed
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CHAP.  XV . ]  ADVANCE D  LEGISLATI ON.  487  
never was m any  cou ntry a more l iberal and en­
l ightened view of the valu e of generou s cultu re . 
The early founders of Michigan were not only in ­
telligent ,  but many of them we re h ighly cul tivated 
and i ntellectu al ; and through good and evil 
fortunes, whi le they lost wealth and suffered pri ­
vat ions, they adhered w i th dogged tenacity to the 
sys tem of schools, which had been planned l ibe r­
ally, and has been the safeguard and glory of the 
State . As prosperity has increased i t  has fallen 
upon men who generally have known i ts relative 
value, and there are few towns in the common­
wealth whose schools are not ful ly up  i n  complete­
ness to the mean s of  the people .  
The first  State legislation was chiefly d irected · 
to the development  of the resources of the cou ntry .  
Roads we re laid out  in  every d irection,  and placed 
under local supervis ion,  so that the people most 
nearly i n terested m ight have means of preven ti ng 
neglect and dishonesty. Rai lroads were chartered 
whenever asked for. The Un ive rs i ty and scgool 
lands were pu t in market on long time. The 
State prepared as soon as possible to enter upon 
a general system of in ternal im provement, where­
by all parts of i ts j u risdiction wou ld be made 
readily accessible, and be brought within easy 
reach of markets and bu siness faci l i ties . 
One of the first  and best schemes devised to 
further the development of the State resou rces, 
was the organization of a complete geological 
u rvey . In February, 1 8 3 7 , an act was passed 
488 GEOLOGICAI, SURVEY. [Chap. XV.
for the appointment of a State Geologist to con-
duct such a survey, and annual sums, increasing
from $3,000 the first year to |,i 2,000 the fourth,
were appropriated. Doctor Douglass Houghton
was selected to fill the office. He was already
known throughout the State for his thorough
qualities as a sagacious and close observer, a
laborious and patient student, and a man of
integrity, whose love ot science, and devotion to
its interests, had not impaired his cool-headed
shrewdness and habits of business. Short as was
the remainder ot his useful life, the best observa-
tions and discoveries in the fields which he tra-
versed have proved his accuracy and judgment,
.and have shown no course safer than to follow
his suggestions. Within the first year his views
had become so favorably accepted that, in 1838,
the survey was re-organized on a larger basis.
Three principal assistants were required to be
appointed by the Governor, on his nomination, to
wit, a zoologist, a botanist and a topographer ;
and four minor assistants to be nominated by the
Governor on the nomination of their chiefs, — two
for- the zoologist, one for the geologist, and one
for the botanist. Twelve thousand dollars a year
was appropriated for the service. Maps, reports,
and specimens were to be furnished to the State,
and as far as possible to the University. Dr.
Abram Sager was appointed zoologist, Dr. John
Wright botanist, and Sylvester W. Higgins topo-
grapher. Bela Hubbard and Columbus C. Doug-
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488  cmOLOGI A L  U R  \"EY . [CHAP. XV.  
for the appointment  of a tate Geologist to con­
duct such a su rvey, and annual sums, increasing 
from $3 ,000 the fi rst year to $ I  2 ,000 the fou rth , 
were appropriated .  Doctor Douglass H oughton  
was selected . to fi l l  the office. He was al ready 
known throughout  the State for h is  thorough 
qual i ties  as a sagacious and close observer, a 
laborious  and patient  student and a man of 
i n tegr i ty, who e love of sc ience,  and devotion to 
i ts interests, had not impai red h is cool-headed 
shrewdness and habits of bu s iness .  Short as was 
the remainder of his useful  l i fe ,  the best observa­
t ions and d iscoverie m the fields w hich he tra­
versed have p roved h is  accu racy and j udgment, 
. and have shown no cou rse safe r than to follow 
h is  suggestion s .  W ithi n  the fi rs t  year h i s  views 
had become so favorably accepted th�t, in r 838 ,  
the su rvey was  re-organ ized on a larger bas is .  
Three pri ncipal assistants were requ ired to be 
appo in ted by the Governor, on  h is no�ination ,  to 
wit, a zoologist, a botanist  and a topographer ; 
and fou r m inor ass istants to be nominated by the 
Governor on the nomination of the i r  chiefs,-two 
for . the zoolo;is.t one for the geologi st, and one 
for the botan ist .  Twelve thousand dol lars a year 
was appropriated for the se rvice. Maps, reports, 
and spec imens were to be fu rn ished to the State, 
and as far as possible to the U nivers i ty. Dr. 
Abram Sager wa appo inted zoologist, Dr. J ohn 
W right botani st, and Sylvester W. H iggins  topo­
<- rrapher .  Bela Hubbard and Columbus C. Doug-
Chap. XV.] (iEOLOGICAL SURVEY.
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lass acted as assistant geologists, and Mr. George
H. Bull assistant botanist. vSeveral important
reports and conside ■'^^~\^ collections were made,
and valuable maps and drawings were prepp.recl
and some of them engraved. The general finan-
cial depression prevented any extensive work
after 1841, and in the careless management of
some of the State property, after Dr. Houghton's
death, all of his engravings, which were numerous
and very beautiful, and many of his collections
which had been left in the State offices before
their removal to Lansing, disappeared. Dr.
Houcrhton had before his death secured the ser-
vices of Mr. Beneworth, a wood-engraver, whose
marvellous skill had obtained him honorable tes-
timonials in Holland, Sweden and Germany, and
who executed some of those minute g^ems of
engraving which beautify Harper's Bible. This
artist had become desirous of seeing the New
World, and was disposed to set out for the un-
defined western regions of which he had very
vague notions, when Dr. Houghton found him in
New York, and being mutually interested, he was
induced to enter upon the work of engraving the
illustrations which would be needed for the final
report. The blocks were engraved and left with
uncut margins to prevent abrasion, and in this
condition deposited for safe keeping with one of
the State officers. Besides these, Mr. Higgins
had drawn carefully, on stone, a large number of
fossils and other specimens, and several maps
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CHAP. XV.] GEOLOGICAL S RY E Y .  4 8 9 
lass acted as assistant geologist , and Mr. eorge 
H .  Bull assistant botan ist .  Several im portan t 
reports and consid · - --- L 1 e col lections were made, 
and valuable map and drawing were prep� red 
and some of them engraved. The general finan­
cial  depression prevented any extensive v. ork 
after r 84 1 , and i n  the careles management of 
some of the State property, after Dr. H oughton ' s  
death, a l l  of his engravings, which were numerous 
and very beau tifu l ,  and many of his col lections 
which had been left in  the State offices before 
their removal to Lans ing, disappeared .. Dr. 
H oughton had before his death secu red the ser­
vices of Mr . Beneworth , a wood-engraver, whose 
marvel lous sk i l l  had obtained him honorable tes­
t imon ials in  H ol land ,  weden and Germany, and 
who executed some of those minute gem s of 
engraving which beau tify Harper's B ible .  This  
artist had becom e desirous of see ing the New 
World, and was disposed to set ou t for the u n ­
defined western regions of which he had very 
vague notions, when Dr. Houghton found him in  
New York,  and being mutual ly i n terested he  was 
induced to enter  upon the work of engra ing the 
i l lu strations which wou ld be needed for the final 
report. The blocks were engraved and left wi th 
u ncut margins to preven t  abrasion,  and in  th is 
condition deposited for safe keeping with one of 
the tate officers. Besides these, Mr. H iggin  
had drawn carefu l ly ,  on  stone,  a large number o f  
fo si l s  and other specimens, and ve ral map. 
490 BANKING. [Chap. XV.
were enorraved. All have been lost. Their mon-
ey value was not less than many thousand
dollars. Their artistic as well as scientific value
cannot be reckoned.
Another scheme for the development of re-
sources was unlimited banking. To this the
Governor was not favorable, unless upon careful
security. But the ideas of banking were very
ill-adapted to such times. It has hardly become
an exact science yet, but those times furnished
some valuable, though costly experience. At that
era the nation was out of debt, and all the State
debts combined were less than some ambitious
cities now pile up in a twelvemonth. Banking
on stock security was unheard of. But banking-
had thus far been reasonably well conducted
generally. The favorite New York system then
was the " safety fund," by which each bank subject
to it contributed a small percentage of its capital
to a general fund, which was relied on to make
up such deficiencies as might arise when single
corporations were wound up. Large insolvencies
with no assets were not imaginable. In 1836,
the Michigan Legislature provided for a fund to
be made up of three per cent, on the capital of
every bank, payable in annual portions of one-
half of one per cent. Many banks were chartered,
and some of them came under this rule. But in
the large dealings with which this freely issued
paper had made men familiar, it was thought there
was not currency enough afloat, and specie was
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4 9 0  BA N K I N G. [CHAP. XV.  
were engraved.  All have been lost. Their  mon­
ey  value was not less than many thousand 
dollars. Their artist ic as well as sc ientific value  
cannot be reckoned.  
Another scheme for the development  of  re-
. ou rces was u n l imi ted banking. To this the 
overnor was ·not  favorable, u nless u pon careful 
secu ri ty . Bu t the ideas of ban king were very 
i l l -adapted to su ch times .  I t  has hardly become 
an exact sc ience yet, bu t those times fu rn ished 
ome valuable ,  though costly experience .  At that 
e ra the nation was ou t of debt, and all the State 
debts combined were less than some ambitiou s 
c i ties now pi le up  i n  a twelvemonth .  Banking 
on stock secu ri ty was unheard of. Bu t  banking 
had th us  far  been reasonably well  condu cted 
generally. The favorite New York system then 
·w as the " safety fu nd, " by which each bank subj ect 
to i t  contribu ted a small percentage of i ts capi tal 
to a general fu nd , which was rel ied on to make 
up su ch defic iencies as m ight arise when s ingle 
co rpo rat ions were wou nd u p . Large in solvencies 
with no assets were not  imaginable .  I n  I 8 3 6, 
the M ichigan Legislatu re provided for a fund to 
be made up of three per cen t. on the cap ital of 
eve ry ba nk ,  payable in annual portions of one­
hal f of one per cen t. Many banks were chartered,  
and some of them came u nder th is ru le .  But in 
the large deal ings with which this freely issued 
paper had made men famil iar, i t  was thought there 
w a s  not cu rrency enough afloat, and specie was 
Chap XV.] WILD CAT BANKING LAW. 491
rarely seen. One motive for forming new banks
was the desire to secure a share of the govern-
ment deposits, as well as the surplus revenue,
which had also been sometimes deposited by the
States, to be ready if required to be refunded,
this being one of the conditions of the distribution.
In 1837, a general banking law was passed, which
was supposed to contain better securities than any
other similar scheme, and included the safety fund
plan in addition. Any persons residing in a county
of the State, (including among them at least twelve
free-holders,) could organize banks of from $50,000
to $300,000 capital, and care was taken that at
least one-third of the stock should always belong
to county residents, in good faith and for their
own use ; and on executing the preliminaries and
paying in ^o per cent, in specie, they could pro-
ceed to business. Ten per cent, was payable on
the stock every six months, until all the capital
was paid in. Before beginning banking business,
bonds and mortgages, or the personal bonds of
resident free-holders, satisfactory to the County
Treasurer and County Clerk, were to be filed with
the Auditor General, to the full amount of the
circulation and indebtedness. Neither the circula-
tion nor the loans and discounts were to exceed
twice and a half the amount of the capital stock.
A rigid system of bank examiners and examina-
tions was provided, to prevent any banks, char-
tered or general, from committing frauds.
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CHAP XV.] WILD CAT BANKING LAW. 4 91 
rarely seen .  One motive for forming new banks 
was the desire to secu re a share of the govern­
ment  deposits ,  as � wel l  as the surplus  revenue ,  
which had also been sometimes deposited  by the 
States, to be ready if requ ired to be refunded, 
this being one of the conditions of  the distribu tion .  
In  r 8 3 7 ,  a general banking law was passed, which 
was supposed to contain better securit ies than any 
other s imilar scheme, and included the safety fund 
plan in  addition . Any persons residing in  a cou nty 
of the State,  ( includ ing among them at least twelve 
free-holde rs , )  cou ld organize banks of from $50,000 
to $30o,ooo capital � and care was taken that at 
l east one-thi rd of the stock should always belong 
to county residents ,  in good faith and for their 
own use ; and on executing the prel iminaries and 
paying in  jo per cent. in  specie , they cou ld  pro­
ceed to business .  Ten per cent. was payable on 
the stock every six months ,  u nti l  all the capi tal 
was paid in .  Before beginning banking busin ess, 
bonds and mortgages, or  the personal bonds of 
res ident free-holders, satisfactory to the County 
Treasure r  and Cou n ty Clerk ,  were to be filed with 
the Aud itor General , to the full  amou nt  of the 
c irculation and indebtedness.  Neither the ci rcula­
tion nor the loans and discou nts were to exceed 
twice and a hal f the amount  of the capi tal stock . 
A rigid system of bank exam iners and examina­
tions was provided, to preven t  any banks, char­
tered or  general , from committ ing frauds . 
• 
492 FkAUDtTLENT BANKINCi. [Chap. XV.
This statute was held invalid, because the Con-
stitution prohibited any corporations which had not
been approved by two-thirds of the Legislature.
But many banks were organized. The county
clerks and treasurers had as liberal ideas on the
value of lands and the solvency of free-holders as
could be desired ; and while in the older towns
some of these institutions were carried on as pru-
dently and honestly as any others, the general
tendency of most of the smaller, and some of the
larger, banks was towards reckless discounting
and wild speculation. Competent cashiers and
officers were rare. Men assumed to be bankers
who had no business knowledge, and could hardly
cast accounts. Many went into the business as
an easy method of swindling. The Bank Com-
missioners, who were compelled to travel without
the facilities of railroads and telegraphs, discovered
all manner of devices to deceive them as to assets.
Base metals were packed in coin boxes, and cov-
ered over with thin spreadings of coin ; and some-
times the same coin was kept in transit from bank
to bank through by-ways in advance of the Com-
missioners, until its familiar appearance, or a re-
trograde visitation, exposed the trick. Few and
evil were the days of this banking, and the history
of the system of wildcat banks would be humili-
ating but perhaps profitable reading now ; although
the sharpers and rascals of 1876 are undoubtedly
more adept in knavery than their ruder predeces-
sors, and would not be proud of such small
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4 9 2  FRAU DU L ENT BAN K I N  [CH AP. X V .  
This  s tatu te was held i n val id ,  becau se th e Con­
st i tu t ion p roh i bi te d  any corporatio ns wh i ch had not 
bee n app roved by two-th i rds  of  the Legis latu re . 
B u t  many ban k s  we re orga n ized . The cou n ty 
cle rk s  a n d  treasu re rs had as l ib e ral  id eas on the 
val u e  of lands and the sol v e n cy of free-hol d e r? as 
co u ld be desi red ; and whi le  in the o lder  town s  
som e o f  these in st i tu t ions w e re ca rr ied on a s  p ru ­
d e n tly and honestl y  as a n y  othe rs, t h e  ge n e ral 
te n d e n cy of m ost o f  the s m al l e r, and some of th e 
l a rge r, ban k s  was to wards reck less d iscou nti ng 
a n d  wi ld specu lat io n .  Compete n t  cash i e rs and 
office rs w e re rar e .  M e n assumed to  be ban k e rs 
who had n o  bu s i n ess  k n owledge, a n d  coul d  ha rdly 
cast accou n ts .  Many we n t  i n to the bu s i n es s  as 
an easy m e thod of swi n d l i ng. The Bank Com­
m iss ion e rs, who w e re com pel led to trav e l  withou t 
the fac i l i t ies  of  rai l roads a n d  telegraphs,  d iscove red 
al l m a n n e r  of  dev ices to deceive th em as to assets .  
Base m e tals  were pack ed in  co i n  boxes ,  a n d  cov­
e red ove r  with th i n  spread i ngs of  co in  ; and som e­
ti m es the same c o i n  was k e p t  in tra n s i t  from ban k  
to ba n k  th rough by-ways i n  advance o f  the Com­
m iss ion e rs ,  u n ti l  i ts fam i l i a r  appearan ce,  or a re­
trob rade v is i tat ion ,  exposed th e tr ick . Few a n d  
ev i l  we re the days of thi s  ban k i ng, a n d  the hi s to ry 
of the system of wildcat bank s  wou l d  be h u m i l i ­
at i ng bu t p e rh aps p rofitable read i n g  n ow ; although 
th sharpers a n d  rascals o f  r 8 7 6  a re u n dou btedly 
m o re adept  in k n avery than thei r ru d e r  p redeces-
o rs,  and wou ld  not  be p rou d of s u ch smal l  
• 
Chap. XV. J BAD INVESTMENTS. 493
swindling. The crash came as soon as the general
business panic began to spread through the Union ;
and within five years after the State was formed,
the financial ruin of its people was complete.
The best improved property in the best towns
shrunk to less than half, and sometimes less than
a fourth, of its previously estimated value, while
unimproved property not paid for bankrupted its
luckless mortgagor, and if paid for was often too
burdensome to support its quota of taxes.
But young States, like children, do not always
look beyond the year, and Michigan was no more
prudent than others. It allowed the school funds
to be lent out to private borrowers as well as to
banks and corporations, and made loans of its
owm bonds and money to various railroads and
other schemes. Railroad mortgages of the mod-
ern kind w^ere then unknown, and those early
loans would be regarded if made now, as safer
than the majority of advances made in these
days on such securities. They were generally
secured by private mortgages or guarantees, and
they were all on promising roads as first encum-
brances. Yet in most cases the State lost a large
percentage. The surplus revenue was lent to
banks on deposit, and most of this was repaid or
collected ultimatelv, but some of it after lone
waiting. Bounties were offered, and some loans
made, to encourao^e, among; other thincrs, the man-
ufacture of beet-sugar. This speculation failed,
but the State met no serious injury.
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C H A !'. X V . J  B A D  I N V ESTM E N T : .  4 9 3  
swindl ing. The c rash came a oon as the general 
business panic began to spread th rough the U n ion ; 
and with in five years after the State was formed 
the financial ru i n  of i ts people was complete .  
The best  improved property in the best towns  
shrun k  to l ess than half, and  sometime le s than 
a fou rth , of i ts previously estimated val ue, while 
u n improved property not  paid for bankrupted its 
luckless mortgagor, and i f  paid for was often too 
bu rdensome to support i ts quota of taxes .  
But  you ng States, l i ke chi ldren ,  do  not  alwa_, s 
look beyond the year, and M ichigan was no more 
prudent  tha n others .  I t  al lowed the school fu nds 
to be l en t  ou t to p rivate borrowers as wel l as to 
banks and corporations ,  and made loans of i ts 
own bonds and money to variou s rai lroads and 
other schemes .  Rai lroad mortgages of  the mod­
ern kind were the n  u nknown,  and those early 
loans would be regarded if made now, as  safer  
than the majori ty of advances made m these 
days on such secu rit ies .  They were generally 
secu red by private mortgages or guarantees ,  and 
they were a l l  on promising roads as  first encum­
brances .  Yet  i n  most cases the State lost a large 
percen tage . The su rplu s  revenue wa s 1 nt to 
banks on deposit and most of th is was repaid or 
collected u l timately, bu t some of it a fte r long 
wait ing. Bou nties were offered, and ome loans 
made, to encou rage, among other thi ngs, the man­
ufactu re of beet-sugar. Thi specul�tion failed, 
bu t the State met no  enou s l DJ u ry. 
494 BOUNTIES AND REWARDS. [Chap. XV.
The bounties and loans to encourage new
branches of industry were not extravagant, and
were probably well invested, even where the
object did not succeed. Attention was drawn to
the difficulty as well as to the supposed merits
of the schemes, and it is a matter of congratula-
tion, partly due to this, that few large enterprises
have ever been abandoned as impracticable. The
early experiments prevented heavier subsequent
losses. Among other things, tried on a small
scale and abandoned, was silk-raising. There was
at one time an epidemic mania for raising the
niorus multicatdis, (a mulberry adapted to the
silk-worm,) and this State, while somewhat excited,
was not much hurt by it. A gift of ^3,000, in
1837, to the Reverend Martin Kundig, was an
investment more hopeful. It was given to that
excellent man in recognition of his faithful and
unwearied labors and outlays during the cholera
visitation. While it is the solitary private reward
or pension found in our history for philanthropic
services, it was creditable to giver and receiver.
Mr. Kundig is remembered by the older inhabit-
ants of Detroit as one of the few persons who
ever made a poor-house a charming place of
resort for visitors, entertained only by his pleas-
ant conversation and the sight of his well-kept
gardens ; and who, with strict economy, secured
to his unfortunate wards comfort and self-respect.
The necessity of internal communication led to
a measure which for many years kept down the
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494 BOUNT I ES AN D REWAR DS. [CHAP. :XV. 
The bou n ties and loan s to encou rage new 
branches of industry were not extravagant, and 
were probably wel l  i nvested, even where the 
obj ect did not  succeed. Atten tion was drawn to 
the d ifficul ty as well as to the supposed merits 
of  the schemes, and i t  is a matter of congratula­
tion, partly due to this, that few large en terprises 
have ever been abandoned as impracticable .  The 
early experiments p reven ted heavier subsequent  
losses .  Among other thi ngs, tried on a small 
scale and abandoned, was s i lk-rais ing .  There was 
at one time  an epidemic mania for rais ing the 
morus multicaulis, (a mulberry adapted to the 
i lk-worm,)  and this State, while somewhat exci ted, 
was not much hu rt by i t . A gift of  $3,000, i n  
1 83 7 , t o  the Reverend Martin Ku ndig, was an 
i nvestment more hopefu l .  It  was given to that 
excellent  man in recogni tion of his faithful and 
u nwearied labors and ou tlays du ring the cholera 
v1s 1 tation . Whi le i t  is the sol i tary private reward 
or pension fou nd in ou r h istory fo r phi lanthropic 
services, it was creditable to giver  and receiver. 
Mr. Ku ndig is  remembered by the older i nhabi t­
an ts of Detro i t  as one of the few persons who 
ever made a poor-house a charming place of 
resort for vis i tors ,  en terta ined on ly by his pleas­
ant  conversation  and the sight of his wel l -kept 
gardens ;  and who, with . tr ict  economy, secu red 
to h is u nfortu nate wards comfort and self-respect. 
The necessity of i n te rnal commu n ication led to 
a measu re which for many years kept down the 
Chap. XV. J FIVE MILLION LOAN. 495
credit of the State, and crippled its resources,
thereby driving away some of its own citizens,
and effectually preventing the growth of its popu-
lation by increase from abroad.
In addition to some smaller debts, it was de-
termined to borrow five millions of dollars, to ex-
pend in various public works. It was expected
that by the aid of this sum, and such other dona-
tions as might be received from the United States,
three trunk railroads could be built across the
State, two canals made, several rivers improved
so as to be navigable, some small railroads
finished, and a ship-canal opened round the Falls
of the St. Mary's River.
A Board of Commissioners of Internal Improve-
ment had already been appointed. On the 20th
of March, 1837, this Board was directed to survey
three railroad routes across the peninsula. The
first was the Michio^an Central, from Detroit to
the mouth of the St. Joseph River in Berrien
County. The second was the Southern, to run
from the mouth of the River Raisin, through
Monroe, to New Buffalo. The third was the
Northern, to run from Palmer or Port Huron to
Grand Rapids or Grand Haven. A purchase was
to be made of the Detroit and St. Joseph Rail-
road, which had gone partly through Washtenaw
County. Five hundred and fifty thousand dollars
was appropriated to these roads at once, four
hundred thousand for the Central, one hundred
thousand for the Southern, (both of which included
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CHAP. XV.J  FIVE M I LLION LOA N .  4 9 5  
credit  o f  the State, a n d  crippled i ts resou rces, 
thereby driving away some of i ts own c i tizens ,  
and effectual ly preventing the growth of its popu­
lation by increase from abroad. 
In addit ion to some smal ler  debts, it was de­
termined to borrow five m il l ion s of dollars, to ex­
pend in variou s  publ ic works .  I t  was expected 
that by the aid of this sum, and such other dona­
tions as might be received from the Uni ted tates, 
three tru n k  rai l roads could  be bui l t  across the 
State, two canals made, several nvers improved 
so as to be navigable, some small rail roads 
finished, and a ship-canal opened rou nd the Fal ls 
of  the St. Mary' s R iver. 
A Board of  Commissioners of I n ternal Improve­
ment  had al �eady been appointed. On the 20th 
of March, r 8 3 7 , th is Board was d irected to su rvey 
three rai lroad routes across the peninsula .  The 
firs t  was the Michigan Central , from Detroi t  to 
the mou th of the St. Joseph River in Berrien  
County. The second was the Southe rn to  ru n 
from the mou th of  the River Rais in ,  through 
Monroe, to New Buffalo. The thi rd was th 
Northern,  to run from Palmer or  Port H u ron to 
Grand Rapids or G rand Haven .  A pu rchase wa · 
to be made of the De tro i t  and St. Joseph Rail­
road which had gone partly through Wa htena\\ 
Coun ty. Five hu ndred and fifty thousan d dollars 
was appropriated to these roads at once, four 
hundred thousand for the Central , one hu ndred 
thousand for the Sou thern (both of which included 
496 RAILROADS AND CANALS. [Chap. XV.
private railroads to be purchased,) and fifty thou-
sand for the Northern road. Twenty thousand
dollars was appropriated for surveys of a canal,
or combined canal and railway, from Mt. Clemens
to the mouth of the Kalamazoo River, a canal
from Saginaw River to Maple or Grand River,
and river surveys on the St. Joseph, Kalamazoo
and Grand Rivers, for slackwater navigation.
Seventy-five thousand dollars more was to be ex-
pended on some of these and other works.
Of these works it may be enough to say that
the Michigan Central was pushed by degrees as
far as Marshall, and built in good part from its
earnings, and the Southern was also extended
into Hillsdale County. Both of these were sold
in 1846, and the purchase extinguished a large
proportion of the State debt. The Northern Road
was graded beyond Lapeer, and its bed was con-
verted into a wagon-road, at the expense of a
large amount of internal improvement lands, which
paid a great price for a very little work. The
Clinton Canal was completed a few miles, and
rented for water power. Very little, if anything,
came of the other schemes.
On the 2ist of March, 1837, a law was passed
authorizing the Governor to negotiate for a loan
of fiv^ millions of dollars, at not more than five
and a half per cent, interest, and redeemable after
twenty-five years. At first it was required to be
payable in the United vStates, but afterwards
allowed to bear six per cent., and be made pay-
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4 9 6  RAILROA DS N CANAL ' .  [CHAP. XV.  
private ra il roads to be pu rchased, ) and fifty thou­
sand  for the Northern road. Twenty thousand 
dollars was appropriated for su rveys of a canal ,  
or  combined canal and rai lway, from Mt. Clemens 
to the mou th of the Kalamazoo River, a canal 
from Saginaw R iver to M aple or Grand River, 
and river su rveys on  the St .  J oseph, Kalamazoo 
and Grand Rivers ,  for slackwate r navigation .  
Seventy-five thousand dol lar · more was to be  ex­
pended on some of these and other works.  
Of these works i t  may be enough to say that 
the M ichigan Central was pushed by degrees as 
far as Marshal l ,  and bu i lt i n  good part from i ts 
earn ings, and the Southern was also extended 
i nto H il l sdale Cou nty .  Both of these were sold 
in I 8 46, and the purchase extingu ished a . large 
proportion of the State debt. The Northern Road 
was graded beyond Lapeer, and i ts bed was con­
verted into a wagon- road , at  the expense of a 
large amou n t  of i n te rnal improvement  lan ds, which 
paid a great p rice for a very l i ttl e work. The 
Cl in ton Canal was complete 1 a few m iles , and 
rented for wat r power .  Very l i ttl e, i f  anythi nt; , 
came of the other  cheme 
On the 2 I t of Nlarch , I 0 7 ,  a law was passed 
authoriz i ng the Governor to negotiate for a loan 
of five m i l l ion of 1 l l ars, at not more than fi v 
and a hal f per cen t. i n te rest, and redeemable afte r 
twenty-five years. t fi rst it was requ i red to be 
payable i n  the U ni ted " tates, bu t afterward 
al lowed to bear ix  per c n t. ,  an d be made pay-
Chap. XV. J CONDITION OF EXCHANGES.
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able in Europe, in pounds sterling at four dollars
and forty-four cents, or in Holland guilders at
forty cents.
The Cashier of the Michigan State Bank (at
this time John Norton, Jr.) was Fiscal Agent of
the State, having no large discretionary powers,
but keeping the State deposits in his bank. At
this time demand exchange on New York was
purchased by the banks in large sums at six per
cent, premium, and sold at much higher rates, —
from ten per cent, upward in some cases. Eastern
bills had a fictitious reputation, and were re-
garded — orood and bad alike — as better than home
currency. Why this estimate was put on them
w^as not manifest except that persons sometimes
bought them as cheaper than exchange, to use in
eastern purchases. Michigan money was of differ-
ent values. City money was at par, — country
money in a few cases was at a slight discount, but
usually at a considerable one. A difference was
made between '* chartered" banks and ordinary
"safety fund" which were chiefly "wild-cat," although
the difference was purely imaginary, or quite as
often as not in favor of the wild-cats. No worse
frauds were ever detected in banking than among
several of the chartered banks.
In this condition of affairs, the credit of the
State was hrst tried in the money market, on
what was then a reasonably large scale. There
is no doubt Michigan bonds could have been
placed in Europe, and probably in the United
32
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CHA['.  X V . J  CON DITI ON OF EXCHANGES. 4 9 7  
able i n  Eu rope, i n  pou nds ste rl ing a t  fou r dol lars 
and forty-fou r cen ts ,  or in  Hol land gu i lders at 
forty cen ts .  
The Cashier of the M ichigan State Ban k (at 
thi s  time John  Norton ,  J r. )  was Fiscal Agent  of 
the State, having no large discretionary power  . 
bu t keeping the State deposits i n  his bank .  At 
this time demand exchange on New York was 
pu rchased by the banks in large sums at s ix  pe r 
cen t. premium,  and sold at much h igher rates,­
from ten per cent. u pward in some cases . Easte rn 
bi l ls  had a fictit ious repu tation ,  and were re­
garded-good and bad al ike-as bette r than home 
cu rrency. Why this est imate was pu t on them 
was not mani fest except that persons sometimes 
bought them as cheaper than exchange, to use in 
eastern purchases .  Mich igan money was of d iffer­
ent  values .  Ci ty money was at par,-coun try 
money i n  a few cases was at a s l ight discount, bu t 
usual l)  at a considerable one .  A diffe rence was 
made between " chartered" banks and ordinary 
" safety fund" which were chiefly " wild-cat," al though 
the difference was purely imaginary, o r  qu i te as 
often as not in  favor of the w i ld-cats . o worse 
frauds were ever  detected i n  banking than among 
several of the chartered banks .  
In  this  condition of affairs ,  the cred i t  of the 
State was fi rst  tried in the money marke t, on 
what was then a reasonably large scale. Ther 
is no  dou bt :M ichigan bonds could have been 
placed in Eu rope, and probably in the lJ n i ted  
32 
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States, by proper management. If they had been
honestly dealt with, the State would probably have
had no serious trouble. But Governor Mason,
who was personally honest himself, was a novice
in finance, and he fell into the hands of the
Philistines.
By some unfortunate mischance he was induced
to select the Morris Canal and Banking Company
, of New Jersey to aid him in negotiating the bonds.
How this was brought about has not been made
public. He was unquestionably misled by his own
inexperience into accepting strange counsels. He
made more than one agreement, and each one was
worse than the last. On the first day of June,
1838, an agreement was made substantially as fol-
lows, except that some of its provisions are am-
biguous and not very intelligible. The Governor
agreed to make the Morris Canal and Banking
Company agents irrevocable, to negotiate the
^5,000,000 loan, and ^200,000 of other bonds after-
wards authorized for special purposes. The bonds
were to be sold in Europe or America, at such
times and in such quantities as- the agents deter-
mined, for which sales they were to have two and
a half per cent, commission, and in addition half
of any premiums received, up to five per cent.,
and all beyond that ; and were to bear all expen-
ses, and guarantee that the proceeds deposited in
New York, added to their commission, should not
be less than their par value. They were also to
pay the amount of the bonds, less their commis-
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4 9 8  D I  PO ' A L  O F  STATE BONDS LCHAP. x v .  
S tates, by p rope r m anagement . If they had been 
honestly deal t w i th ,  the State would probably have 
had no s e rious trou ble .  B u t ' Gove rn o r  Mason , 
who was p e rson ally honest  h i m self, was a novice 
i n  fi nance,  a n d  h e  fel l  i n to the han ds of  the 
Ph i l i s t ines .  
By som e u n fo rtu nate m ischance h e  was i n d u ced 
to s e l e c t  the M o rris Canal and Banking Com pa n y  
o f  N e w  J e rsey t o  a id  h i m  i n  nego tiat ing the bonds .  
H ow th is  w a s  b rough t abou t has n o t  been made 
pu bl ic .  He was u n q u est ion ably m i sled by h is  own 
i n ex pe r i e n c e  i n to acceptin g  strange cou nsels .  H e  
made m o re than o n e  agre e m e n t, a n d  each one was 
\Vo rs e than the last .  O n  the fi rst  d ay of J u n e ,  
r 8 3 8 ,  a n  agree m e n t  was made substan tial ly a s  fol­
l o w s, except  that som e  of i ts p rovis io n s  a re am ­
bigu ou s and n o t  very i n tel l igible .  The Govern o r  
ag reed to m a k e  the M o rris Canal a n d  Banking 
Com pany age n ts i rrevocabl e ,  to n ego tiate the  
$s ,ooo,ooo loan ,  and 2 00,000 of oth e r  bonds afte r­
ward s au tho rized for special  pu rposes .  The bonds 
we re to be sold i n  E u rope or  A m e rica, at  s u ch 
t i m es and i n  s u ch q u a n t i t ies as. the age n ts d e te r­
m i ned,  for wh ich sales  they were to have two a n d  
a half p e r  ce n t. com m i ss io n ,  a n d  i n  addition half  
o f  an)  p re m iu m s  rece ived , u p  to five per c e n t . ,  
and all beyo n d  that ; and w e re to bea r al l expen ­
ses ,  and ;ua ra n tee that the p roceeds depos i ted i n  
J ew Yo rk ,  added to the i r  comm issio n ,  should  not 
be less  than the i r  par val u e .  They w e re also to 
pay the amou n t  of  the bonds, less the i r  com m is-
Chap. XV.] TERMS OF CONTRACTS. 499
sions, in instalments, whether sold or not, but
were always entitled to have in hand a million of
bonds in excess of payments already advanced, if
so much remained undisposed of. They were also
at liberty, if they chose, on thirty days' notice, to
take and pay for the bonds at par, less their
commissions. The contract as to the time when
in that case they should pay for them is very blind.
$1,300,000 of the bonds were delivered over at
once, and they were to pay for these $250,000 in
cash, and $1,050,000 when called for, on order, less
their commissions. The remainder of the entire
loan was payable in quarterly instalments of
$250,000 each, (or a million a year,) beginning
July 1st, 1839, thus giving them about five years
in all to close up the matter. A difficulty after-
wards arose concerning the interest account, on
which the contract is silent.
On the fourth of June, 1838, — (three days
after the contract,) — Governor Mason, without
any legal authority, made a further arrangement.
The $1,300,000, instead of being paid in cash, he
allowed to be put to his credit on the books of
the Company, as a payment in full, and agreed
to take the whole of it in the bank bills of the
Company, and disburse them for State purposes,
— receiving $250,000 on the first of August, and
$100,000 a month thereafter. This gave the bank
the benefit of a distant circulation for over a mil-
lion and a quarter of bills, and the interest in ad-
dition on this whole sum for an average of about
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CHAP. X V . ]  T E R M S  O F  CONT RACT . .  499  
sions , in instalments ,  whether sold or not, bu t 
were always enti t led to have i n  hand a mill ion of 
bonds i n  excess of payments al ready advanced if  
so much remained undi po ed of. They were al so 
at l ibe rty, if they chose, on th irty days '  notice, to 
take and pay for the bonds at par, le s the i r  
comm1ss1ons .  The con tract as  to  the time when 
i n  that case they should pay for them is very bl i nd .  
$ I  , 300,000 o f  the bonds were del ivered ov r at 
once and they were to pay for these $ 2 50,000 in  
cash, and $ I  ,050,000 when cal led for, on order, l ess 
their  commiss ions . . The remainder of the en t ire 
loan \Vas payable i n  quarterly in stalments of  
$ 2 50,000 each, (or a mi l l ion a year, )  beginn ing 
Ju ly I st, I 8 39, thus giving them abou t five  years 
i n  al l to close up  the matter. A d ifficu l ty after­
wards arose concern ing the i nterest accou nt, on 
which the contract is  s i len t. 
On  the fourth of  J u ne, 1 8 38 - (three days 
after the contract, ) - Governor Mason,  without 
any legal authority, made a further arrangement .  
The $I , 300,000, instead of being paid in  cash. he 
allowed to be put to his credit  on the books of 
the Company, as a payment  in fu l l ,  an d ao-reed 
to take the whole of i t  i n  the ban k bi l l s  of the 
Company, and disburse them for State pu rpos s , 
- rece iving $2 50,000 on the fi rst of Augu t. and 
$ 1 00,000 a month the reafte r. Th i .- <:::;aye the bank 
the benefit of  a distant  ci rcu lation for over a m il­
l ion an d a quarte r of bi l l  , and the i n t  r t in  ad ­
d ition on this whole su m for an average of a ou t 
500 THE AGENTS OBTAIN ALL THE BONDS. [Chap. XV.
six months. On the 14th of July, Mr. Norton, the
Fiscal Agent, in equal absence of authority, made
a still further arrangement. Instead of paying over
their bills, they were to accept drafts for the same
amounts, payable ninety days after each of these
instalments of bills was to have been furnished ;
and these ninety day drafts were taken as cash.
As this transaction was between bankers of ex-
perience, it needs no comment. It gave them
directly ninety-three days of additional interest on
the whole $1,300,000.
The next phase in this transaction was during
the same year, in November, when the whole
bonds were turned over to these honest agents,
upon the sole corporate obligation of the Morris
Canal and Banking Company, to pay one-fourth
of the instalments originally provided for, and
that of the United States Bank, (which was no
longer a National bank, but a State corporation
of the same name,) for the other three-fourths, —
keeping a proper interest account. In this way
the whole amount of the bonds got into the hands
of the agents, without any security whatever. The
Morris Canal Company made default in the pay-
ments early in 1840. The State Treasurer, Robert
Stuart, found that they had got rid of their share
of the bonds in some way, and was glad to get
securities for about two-thirds of their proportion
of the unpaid and future instalments, but was hope-
ful that they would be able to pay in full, with
some delay. They were allowed an extension of
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500 T H E  AGE NTS OBTA IN A L L  T H E  BON DS.  [CH AP. XV. 
six months .  On the 1 4th of Ju ly, Mr. Norton ,  the 
Fiscal Agent, in  equal absence of au thority, made 
a stil l fu rther  arrangement .  Ins tead of paying over 
the i r  bi l ls ,  they were to accept drafts for the same 
· amou nts ,  payable n inety days after each of these 
i nstalments of bil ls was to have been fu rn ished ; 
and these n inety day drafts were taken as cash. 
As this transaction was between bankers of ex­
perience, it needs no comment .  It gave them 
di rectly n inety-three days of addi tional i n terest on 
the whole $ 1 , 300,000. 
The next phase m th is transaction was during 
the same year, in N ovember, when the whole . 
bonds were tu rned over to these honest agen ts ,  
upon the sole corporate obl igation of the Morris 
Canal and Bank ing Company, to pay one-fou rth 
of the instalmen ts originally provided for, and 
that of the Un i ted States Bank, (which was no 
longer a National bank, but a State corporation 
of the same name , )  for the other three-fou rths,­
keeping a proper  interest accou nt. I n  this way 
the whole amou n t  of the bonds got i n to the hands 
of the agents ,  wi thou t any ecu r i ty whatever .  The 
Morris Canal Company made default in  the pay­
ments early i n  I 840. The State Treasu re r, Robert 
Stuart, fou nd that they had got rid of the i r  share 
of the bonds i n  some way, and was glad to ge t 
securities for abou t two-thirds of their  proportion 
of the unpaid and fu tu re instalments ,  bu t was hope­
ful that they would be able to pay in  ful l , with 
some delay. They were al lowed an extension of 
Chap. XV. J DEFAULT OF AGENTS. STATE SCRIP. 501
four years, until January, 1844, but long before
this they failed entirely. Their assets given as
security were of a strangely miscellaneous charac-
ter, and showed a very reckless course of banking.
Specie payments were now generally suspended,
and the State found difficulty in raising money for
its current expenses. The United States Bank
also made default in a part of the April instal-
ment in 1840. The Treasurer managed to get
more or less money out of this bank that year,
and the delay of that corporation was also re-
garded as temporary. In April, 1841, an issue of
State scrip was provided for, in the form of bank-
bills, and receivable for State dues, to anticipate
the next four instalments coming from the loan.
But they never came. The scrip depreciated con-
siderably, but, being receivable for taxes, was
about the only available currency to be had ; and
salaries and all other general liabilities were paid
in it, and accepted as the only thing to be ob-
tained. The ^Treasurer endeavored to get back
the bonds for which nothing had been received,
but they had been hypothecated by the failing
banks and were beyond reach. As they were all
where the equities still bound them, their further
negotiation was checked by proper notices. The
State arranged to pay on each what had been
advanced upon it, and in the subsequent sale of
the railroads thes/^ part paid bonds were received
— remitting most of the damages to which the
State was entitled by reason of the protest and
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CHAP. XV . ]  DEFAU LT O F  AGENTS. STATE SCRIP .  5 0 1  
fou r years, un ti l  January, r 844, bu t long before 
this they failed enti rely. Their assets given as 
security were of a strangely mi cellaneous charac­
ter, and showed a very reckle s course of banking.  
Specie payments were now generally suspended, 
and the State found d ifficu l ty in  rais ing money for 
i ts cu rrent  expenses .  The Un i ted tates Bank 
also made defau l t  i n  a part of the Apri l  i nstal ­
ment  i n  1 840. The Treasurer  managed to get 
more or  less money out of this bank that year, 
and the delay of that corporat ion was also re­
garded as temporary. I n  April ,  I 84 1 , an issue of  
State scrip was provided for, in the form of bank­
bi l ls, and receivable for State dues, to anticipate 
the next fou r i nstalments coming from the loan .  
But  they never came .  The scrip depreciated con­
siderably, bu t, being rece ivable for taxes, was 
about the on ly available currency to be had ; and 
salaries and al l  other  general l iabi l i ties were paid 
in  i t, and accepted as the only thing to be ob­
tained .  The Treasu rer endeavored to get back 
the bonds for which nothi ng had been received, 
but they had been hypothecated by the fai l ing 
banks and were beyond reach. As they were all 
where the equi ties st i l l  bou nd them, the ir  further  
negotiation was checked by proper  notices .  The 
State arranged to pay on each what had been 
advanced upon i t , and in the su bsequent sale of 
the rai l roads the � part pai d  bonds were received 
-remitting most of the damaaes to which th 
State iVas ent i tled b) reason of the protest and 
502 DISASTROUS LOSSES. [Chap. XV.
default, and the accounts were substantially closed.
The loss to the State In interest caused by the
peculiar arrangements made after the first con-
tract, even if there had been no default, was
f I 21,881.88 without reckoning the retention of the
whole 2i/< per cent, commissions in advance.
The damage by reason of losses in work sus-
pended, and improvements rendered valueless, is
not to be estimated. It brought the State to the
verge of ruin, and its evil consequences lasted for
many years.
It became necessary to pay internal improve-
ment expenses with a different sort of paper from
State scrip. Parties contracted to receive their
pay in internal improvement warrants, payable in
land, and not in money. Land being then a drug,
and not in demand, these warrants ran down to
forty cents on the dollar, and the contract prices
were fixed accordingly. This soon deprived the
State of many of the best lands, at a great sacri-
fice. No further labor was done Except on such
works as were of immediate necessity and useful-
ness, and the unfinished works were for the most
part permanently abandoned, and their cost entire-
ly wasted.
But the construction of one of the most im-
portant works for the development of the country
was prevented by a very gross outrage. One of
the first measures of internal improvement adopted
was the construction of a ship canal round the
Falls of the St. Mary's River. An appropriation
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502 DISASTROUS LOSS E . [CHAP. XV.  
defau l t  and the accou nts were substantially closed . 
The l oss to the State i n  in te rest  caused by the 
pecul iar  arrano-ement made afte r the first  con­
t ract, even i f  the re had been no defaul t, was 
$ I  2 r ,88  r . 88  without reckoni ng the retention of the 
whole 2 Yz per cen t. commissions in advance. 
The damage by reason of losses in work sus­
p nded , and improvements rendered valueless, i s  
not to be estimated . I t  brought the State to the 
verge of ru in ,  and i ts evi l  consequences lasted for  
man) years . 
I t  becam e necessary to pay internal  improve­
men t expenses w i th a different sort of paper from 
State scr ip .  Parties con tracted to rece ive their  
pay in  in ternal i mprovement  warrants, payable i n  
lan d,  and not in  money.  Land being then a drug, 
and not i n  demand ,  these warrants ran down  to 
forty cents on the dol lar, and the contract p rices 
were fixed accord ingly. This soon deprived the 
State of many of  the best lands, at a great sacri­
fice .  No fu rther  labor was done except on such 
;vorks  as were of immediate necessity and usefu l ­
ness ,  and the u nfinished works \i\ ere for the most  
part pe rman ently abandoned, and the i r  cost enti re­
ly  wasted . 
But  the con struction of  one of the most im­
portant works fo r the development  of the coun try 
was prevented by a very gross outrage . One of 
the fi rst measures of i n ternal improvement adopted 
wa th con struction of a ship canal rou nd the 
Fal l s  of the St. Mary 's  R iver. An appropriation 
Chap. XV.] SAULT CANAL STOPPED. 50o
was made, in March, 1837, ^^r the survey and
commencement of the work, as soon as the Board
of Internal Improvement approved the plans.
Surveys and plans were made, and publicly known,
and contracts were entered into in accordance with
them, and the contractors proceeded to purchase
materials and make all their preparations in the
latter part of 1838 and beginning of 1839, ^^ go
on with their work on the opening of navigation.
The State made them an advance in the early
spring. On the 9th of May, they arrived on the
ground, and, as they were preparing to proceed,
they were served by a subaltern assistant quarter
master of the United States with a letter of the
War Department, addressed to himself, whereby
it was directed that no interference must be al-
lowed with the improvements made by the United
vStates at that post, " among which the mill-race
is regarded as one of the greatest importance ;"
and he was notified to " apprise the contractor
that he cannot be allowed, in the execution of his
contract, to interfere, in any way, with that work."
Accordingly the officer, on the day of serving
this letter, gave the contractor notice that it would
be his duty " to interfere with any work on the
projected canal, that might injure the United
States mill-race near that post." This notice was
served on the j 2th of May. The letter was dated
on the 6th of March, 1839, more than two months
before, and was an answer to one received b}^ the
War Department, written by this same officer in
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CHAP.  X V . ]  ' AULT CAN L STO P P E D .  503 
was made,  in  March, 1 8 3 7 , for the su r ey and 
com mencement of the work, as soon as the Board 
of In ternal Improvement  approved the plan . 
Su rvey and plans were made and publ icly known ,  
and con tracts we re entered into i n  accordance with 
them, and the contractors proceeded to pu rchase 
material s and make all the ir  preparations in the 
latter part of r 838  and beginn ing of r 839, to go 
on with thei r work on the opening of navigation . 
The State made them an advance i n  the early 
spring. On the 9th of May, they arrived on the 
ground,  and, as they were preparing to proceed, 
they were served by a su bal tern assistant quarte r 
maste r of the Un ited States with a l e tte r of the 
War Department, addressed to h imself, whereby 
it  was d irected that no i n terference rriust be al­
lowed with the improvements made by the Un ited 
States at that post ,  " among which the m il l - race 
is  regarded as one of the greatest importance ; ' 
and he was notified to ' apprise the con tractor 
that he can not be allowed, in the execu tion of hi 
contract, to in te rfere ,  in any way, with that work . ' '  
Accord ingly the officer, on  th e day of e rv ing 
th is  le tte r, gave the contractor  notice that i t  wou l d  
be  his duty " to in terfE;re wi th any work on  the 
projecte canal ,  that m ight inj u re the n i t  
States m il l - race near that po t. ' This  notice wa 
served on the I 2 th of May . The le tter was date 
on the 6th of March , r 839 ,  more than t\\ o months 
before, and was an answer to on e recei' ed by the 
War Department , writ ten b) th is ame office r in 
504 ARBITRARY MILITARY INTERFERENCE. [Chap. XV
January, 1839, containing information how the
canal was laid out and to be constructed. No
communication was made during this interval to
the State of Michigan, nor to any one else. This
mill-race, as shown to the Legislative Committee,
was not on any ground that had been set apart
as a military reserve, but the Town of Sault Ste.
Marie intervened between the mill-race and the
fort, which was a long way off. The mill is said
by the committee who examined into the matter
to have been dilapidated and useless, and General
Whiting, the chief quarter master of this depart-
ment, so stated. The State had not ceded juris-
diction over any part of the land in question.
The contractors informed the officer who
notified them, '' that they were bound by the State
of Michigan, to excavate the canal within the
lines 'run and laid out by the chief engineer, and
that they should proceed with the work, and
could not allow water to flow through the race,
where the canal crosses the same, as it would
entirely frustrate the object that the State of
Michigan had in view." The commanding officer
at the fort. Captain Johnson, responded that, under
his instructions, " the proposed work could not go
on peaceably ;" and that he was bound to carry
them out to their full extent. The contractors
went upon the ground, nevertheless, and began
work, when they were met, not by the mandate
or injunction of the civil authority, but by. Captain
Johnson in his military capacity at the head of a
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504 A RBITRARY MILITARY I NTERFERENCE. [CHAP. XV 
Janu ary, I 839,  contain ing information how the 
canal was laid ou t and to be constructed. No 
communication was made during this  in terval to 
the State of M ichigan, nor to any one else .  This  
mi ll- race, as  shown to  the Legislative Committee, 
was not on any grou nd that had been set apart 
as a m il i tary reserve ,  but  the Town of Saul t  Ste .  
Marie intervened between the m il l -race and the 
fort, which was a long way off. The mi l l  is said 
by the committee who exam ined in to the matte r 
to have been d i lapidated and u seless, and General 
Whiting, the ch ief  quarter master of thi s  depart­
ment, so stated . The State had not ceded ju ris­
d i ction over any part of the land in  question . 
The contractors informed the officer who 
notified them, " that they were bound by the State 
of M ichigan, to excavate the canal with in the 
l ines •run and laid ou t by the chief engineer, and 
that they shou ld proceed wi th the work,  and 
cou ld not allow water to flow through the race, 
whe re the ·canal crosses the same, as it would  
ent irely fru strate the object that the State of  
Michigan had i n  view. " The commanding officer 
at the fort, Captain Johnson ,  responded that, under 
his instructions, " the proposed work could  not  go 
on peaceably · ' and that he was bou nd to carry 
them out to the ir  fu l l  extent . The contractors 
went upon the grou nd, nevertheless, and began 
work, when they were met, not by the mandate 
or injunct ion of the civi l  au thority, bu t by . Captain 
J ohnson in  h is  m il i tary capacity at the head of a 
Chap. XV.J STATE PROTEST. ' 505
company of soldiers. They had their implements
taken from them by actual violence, and the party
was driven off the ground at the point of the
bayonet.
This unjustifiable outrage put an end to the
work, and postponed the building of the canal
nearly fifteen years. It was brought before the
Legislature repeatedly by the State Executive, and
in 1840, when it was first presented, with a very
indignant message, by Governor Woodbridge, and
the facts fully investigated and reported on by a
committee, the Legislature, by a joint resolution,
declared their opinion that the course of the gov-
ernment authorities was " unwarranted by the
Constitution of the United States, and a violation
of the rights and sovereignty of the State of
Michigan," and that as an act of justice, the gov-
ernment was bound to repay the State its advan-
ces and damages ; and directed that the State del-
egation in Congress be requested to take proper
action in the premises. In 1841, Governor Wood-
bridge felt it his duty " again to ask the attention
of the Legislature to the unauthorized and forcible
interruption, by the troops of the United States,
of the public works of the State, during the year
before the last, at the Sault de Ste. Marie. The
pecuniary loss to the State, resulting from that
reprehensible interposition, remains unsatisfied, and
the injury to its honor unatoned for."
The bitter political contests which at this time
absorbed the attention of the American people
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CHAP. XV.] STATE PROTEST . 5 0 5  
company of soldiers .  They had their implements 
taken from them by actual violence, and the party 
was driven off the grou nd at the point of the 
bayonet .  
This u nj ustifiable outrage put  an end to the 
work, and postponed the bu ilding of the canal 
n early fifteen years .  I t  was brought before th 
Legislatu re repeatedly by the State Execu tive, and 
in r 840, when i t  was fi rst  presen ted, with a very 
indignant message, by Governor Woodbridge, and 
the facts fu l ly investigated and reported on by a 
committee, the Legis latu re, by a jo int  resolu tion ,  
declared their opinion that the course of the gov­
ernment  authori ties was " unwarranted by the 
Consti tu tion of the U nited States ,  and a v iolation 
of the rights and sovereignty of the State of 
Michigan," and that as an act of j u stice, the gov­
ernment  was bou nd to repay the State its advan­
ces and damages · and directed that the State del ­
egation i n  Congress be requested to take proper 
action in the p remises .  In r 84 1 ,  Governor  Wood­
bridge fel t  it  his duty " again to ask the atten tion 
of . the Legislature to the u nau thorized and forcible 
interruption ,  by the troops of the Un ited States ,  
of the publ ic  works of the State, during the year 
before the last, at the Sau l t  de Ste .  Marie .  Th 
pecu niary loss to the State, resu lting from that 
reprehens ibl e  in terposition ,  remains u nsatisfied, and 
the inj u ry to i ts honor unatoned for. "  
The· bi tte r pol itical contests which a t  this tim 
absorbed the atten tion of the American peopl 
506 REPREHENSIBLE ACTION. [Chap. XV.
may have rendered diis affair less important in
the sight of Congress than it was in fact. The
use of mihtary force, as a substitute for civil re-
medies, is intolerable in any country governed by
law. The official insolence which paid no attention
to notifying the State authorities, and gave them
no opportunity to delay their appropriations, or
deal with the matter in a legal way and obtain a
removal of the difficulties, was offensive and dis-
graceful. The damage to the State was very
serious. The Upper Peninsula had been forced
upon her acceptance, and the duty was at once as-
sumed of providing for making it available. The
explorations had already shown the immediate
value of its fisheries, and the ultimate value of its
great deposits of metal. The expense of trans-
shipment caused by the land portage at the Sault,
could not be borne without multiplying the cost of
all work done in that region, and adequate ship-
ping could not be built on Lake Superior without
better means of getting there, and assurance of
immediate remunerative employment. No large
vessels have to this day been built there, and the
first, and for many years the only, vessels of any
magnitude that were used upon that lake, were
carried across the portage by the expensive and
perilous process of dragging them overland.
The Reserve at the Sault, even within the
limits which were adopted for military purposes,
has been a source of trouble in the way of im-
provements. The carelessness of our legislation,
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506 R E P R E H ENSI BLE ACTION. [CHAP. XV. 
may have rende red th is affair less important  i n  
the s ight of  Congress than i t  was i n  fact. The 
use of m il i tary force ,  as a substitu te for c iv i l  re­
medies ,  is in tole rable in any cou n try governed by 
law. The official inso lenct: which paid no attention 
to notifying th State au thori t ies ,  and gave them 
no opportu nity to delay thei r appropriations ,  or 
deal with the matte r in  a l egal way and obtain  a 
re moval of the d ifficult ies ,  was offens ive and d is­
gracefu l .  The damage to the State was very 
se nou s .  Th e Upper Pen insu la  had been forced 
u pon her acceptance, and the du ty was at once as­
su med of provid ing for making it avai lable .  The 
exploration s had al ready shown the immediate 
valu e of  i ts fisheries, and the u l timate value of i ts 
great deposits of  metal . Th e expense of trans­
sh ipment cau sed by the land portage at the Sau lt, 
could not be borne withou t mult iplying the cost of  
al l  work done in  that region ,  and adequate ship­
p ing could not be bu i l t  on Lake Superior wi thou t 
be tte r means of  getting there, and assu rance of  
immediate remu nerative employment. No la rge 
vessels have to th is day been bu i l t  there, and the 
fi rst, and for m any yea rs th e only , vesse ls  of any 
magn itude that were used u pon that lake, were 
carried across the portage by the expensive and 
per ilou s process of dragging them overland.  
The Reserve  at the au l t, even with in the 
l im its wh ich were adopted fo r mi l i tary pu rposes, 
has been a sou rce of trou bl e in the way of im­
provements .  The carelessness of ou r legislat ion ,  
Chap. XV.] NEEDLESS GOVERNMENT RESERVES. 507
without proper investigation, not only in allowing
government reserves to be created, for purposes
where exclusive jurisdiction is entirely unnecessary
for the uses of the United States, but in permit-
ting them to be much larger than is necessary, is
very much to be regretted. The propriety of
giving the government exclusive jurisdiction over
forts and navy-yards, and other similar places,
where no one has any right to go except on
public business, is evident enough. But places
which it is not dangerous to the United States to
leave open to access at all times, ought never to
be removed from State jurisdiction. No difficulty
ever arose from having courts, or custom houses,
or post offices, or roads, or canals, continued on
ground not subject to the exclusive jurisdictiction
of Congress. The United States can lawfully
legislate to punish interferences with any of its
institutions or property, wherever they may be.
But the consequences of exclusive jurisdiction are
very serious. Residents may lose their rights of
voting and citizenship, — they may cause difficulty
in determining the validity of wills and contracts,
in the rights of husband and wife in their per-
sonal property, and in the laws of distribution, so
that if different reserves in the same State are
created at different times, there may be as many
different codes of law applicable. Many crimes
are punished differently by the United States and
State laws, and some acts which are penal under
one system are exempt from penalty under the
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CHAP.  XV.]  N E E D LES GOV ER N M ENT RES ER V ES .  507 
without p roper investigation ,  not only in allowing 
govern ment rese rves to be created, for pu rposes 
where exclus ive j u ri sdict ion i s  ent irely unnecessary 
for the u ses of the Uni ted States,  bu t i n  permit­
ti ng them to be much large r than i s  necessary, is  
very much to be regretted . The propriety of 
giving the government  exclu sive j u risdiction ove r 
forts and navy-yards ,  and other s imi lar places 
where no one has any right to go except on 
publ ic  bus iness, i s  evident  enough. Bu t places 
which it i s  not dangerous to the Un ited States to 
leave open to access at all t imes, ought never to 
be removed from State j u risdiction . No difficu l ty 
eve r arose from having cou rts, or custom houses, 
or post offices, or roads, or canals, continued on 
grou nd  not subject to the exclu s ive j u risd ict ict ion 
of Congress .  The Un i ted States can lawfu l ly 
legislate to pun ish i n terfe rences with any of i ts  
ins ti tu tions  or  property, wherever they may be.  
Bu t the consequences of excl usive j urisdiction are 
very serious .  Res idents may lose the i r  rights of 
voting and cit izenship ,-they may cause difficu l ty 
i n  determin ing the val id i ty of  w i ll s  and contracts 
i n  the rights of hu sband and wife in the ir  per­
sonal property, and i n  the laws of  distribu tion so 
that i f  different  reserves in the same State are 
created at different  t imes, there may be as man ) 
d ifferent  codes of law appl icable .  Many crimes 
are pun ished differen tly by the U ni ted States and 
State laws, and some act v .. hich are penal u nder 
one system are exempt from penalty under the 
508 LEGISLATIVE EXPRESSION ON RESERVES. [Chap. XV.
Other. Instances have already arisen in more
than one State exempHfying these evils. The
dangers to public peace, where offences commit-
ted on one side of a street are governed by dif-
ferent laws from those committed across the way,
or on adjacent lands, are not theoretical nor small.
The disfranchisement of the Asylum in Ohio, and
its results, exemplified what every one who has
examined the subject has found strong reason to
deprecate. There is no higher act of sovereignty
than that which transfers sovereignty, and yet it
is easier under our laws (assuming them to be
valid) to cede away State jurisdiction, than to lay
out a highway, and it is done with much less
ceremony, and for purposes in no way requiring
it. In 1855 the Legislature passed a joint resolu-
tion, complaining of the needless extent of the
reserves, and urging their correction ; but subse-
quent legislation seems to have lost sight of this
mischief
The general discontent with the management
of the State finances led to political changes.
The singular character of the loan negotiation,
and its more singular sequels, led to serious
charges against the integrity of the whole trans-
action ; and the loss of some moneys never fully
explained did not tend to remove the public dis-
conient. The (lovernor incurred heavy censure
for his imprudence and credulity. The charges
of personal dishonesty were not generally accepted
as just. When he died, in 1843, both houses of
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C„Ar. XV. I RF.VISED STATUTES.
500
the Legislature passed resolutions of respect to
his memory, and sympathy for his relatives, and
In this they followed the general sentiment. His
deficiencies were those of inexperience, and were
not mean or selfish. His abilities were much
beyond his years.
Chief Justice Fletcher had been appointed in
1836 to prepare a revised code of laws. It was
expected that this would be merely a compiladon
of exisdng statutes, with such changes as might be
needed by the change of government. Instead of
this he reported a volume of revised statutes, in
the shape of a single act, divided and subdivided
Into parts, ddes and chapters, and Introducing
some novelties and much confusion. Among other
unexpected changes he subsdtuted a board ot
county commissioners for the board of supervisors,
and omitted to do away with Imprisonment for
debt, which he had been expressly required to do.
The statutes were hasdly prepared, and, as usual
when an entirely new arrangement Is adopted,
they omitted many things, and were quite Imper-
fect, abolishing most of the exisdng general laws,
and not providing adequately for the matters they
had regulated. This code Introduced no import-
ant reforms In the law of property or of proced-
ure, and had no influence In that direction. It
was, however, well arranged, and perspicuous. In
1839, the year after It took effect, a great many
amendments were adopted to supply Its deficien-
cies. One very important subject had been en-
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
24
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
C H A  .. . X V . J R EV I S E D  STATIJTES . 500 
the Legislatu re passed resolu tions of respect to 
his memory, and sympathy for his  relat ives and 
i n  th is they followed the general sen timent. H is 
deficiencies we re those of inexperience, and were 
not  mean or selfish .  H is abil i ties were much 
beyond his years . 
Chief J u stice Fletcher had been appoin ted in 
I 8 3 6  to p repare a revi sed code of laws. I t  was 
expected that th is  wou ld be merely a compi lation 
of  exist ing statu tes ,  with such cha
.
nges as m ight be 
needed by the c_hange of govern ment .  I n stead of 
this he reported a volume of revi sed statu tes, in 
the shape of a single  act, divided and subdivided 
in to parts, titles and chapte rs, and in troduc ing 
some novel ties and much confusion . Am ong other 
unexpected changes he substitu ted a board of 
county commiss ioners for the board of supervisors ,  
and omi tted to do away with imprison ment  for 
debt, whi ch he had been expressly requ i red to do .  
The statu tes were hasti ly prepared, and ,  as u sual 
when an ent irely new arrangement i s  adopted . 
they omi tted many th ings ,  and were qu i te imper­
fect, abol ishi ng most of the exi sti ng ge neral laws. 
and not providing adequately for the matters they 
had regulated . This  code i ntroduced no import­
ant reforms in the law of property or of proced­
u re, and had no in fluence in that d i rec t ion .  I t  
was, however, well arranged, an d perspicuou . I n  
I 839 ,  the year afte r i t  took effect, a great many 
amendments were adopted to supply i ts deficien­
cies .  One very important subject had been en-
510 REVISED STATUTES. [Chap. XV.
tirely left out. Although preparations had been
made some years before for the erection of a
penitentiary or State prison, and it had been lo-
cated m 1837 and partly completed, the revised
statutes did not attempt to regulate it. A non-
imprisonment act was also passed in 1839, as well
as laws giving power to the Court of Chancery to
wind up insolvent corporations. In 1842, the board
of supervisors was restored as before. The repeat-
ed amendments had produced so much confusion
that in March, 1844, provision was again made for
the appointment of a commissioner to consolidate
and revise the general laws. This duty was per-
formed by Sanford M. Green, who has since
filled the highest judicial offices in the State, and
was reported to the Legislature in 1846. Judge
Green had incorporated all the important amend-
atory legislation, and introduced some valuable new
features tending towards liberality. His work was
somewhat mangled by the zeal of certain so-called
reformers, whose impartial ignorance of law enabled
them to proceed with a degree of confidence not
usually shown by competent legislators. But in
many particulars, and perhaps in most of the more
important respects, his work furnished the greater
part of the code as adopted, and has ever since
remained as the groundwork of our legal system.
The Constitution of 1850 prohibited any further
revisions.
The- removal of the Detroit garrison in 1826
had been regarded as entirely safe, because there
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5 1 0  R E V I S E D  STATUTE . .  [CHAP .  X V . 
tirely left out . Al though preparations had been 
made some years before for the erection of a 
penitentiary or  State prison,  and i t  had been lo·­
cated in r 83 7 and partly completed, the rev ised 
statutes did not attempt to regu late i t . A non­
imprisonment  act was also passed in  r 839, as wel l  
a s  laws giv ing power to the Court of  Chancery to 
w ind up i n solvent  co rporations .  I n  I 842 ,  the board 
of superv isors was restored as before .  The repeat­
ed amendmen ts had produced so much confusion 
that in  March, I 844, provis ion was again made for 
the appoi ntment  of  a commissioner  to  consol idate 
and revise the general laws. This duty was per­
formed by Sanford M.  Green ,  who has s ince 
fi l led the h ighest  j u dicia l  offices i n  the State, and 
was reported to  the Legi . latu re i n  I 846. J udge 
Gree n had incorpo rated all the important amend­
atory l egislation,  and in troduced some valuable new 
featu res tending towards l iberal i ty. H is work was 
somewhat mangled by the zeal of  certain so-cal led 
reformers, whose impartial ign orance of  law enabled 
them to proceed with a degree of  confidence not 
u sually shown by competent  l egislators . Bu t  in 
many particulars ,  and perhaps in most  of the more 
important  respects, h is work fu rnished the greater 
part of  the code as adopted, and has ever s in ce 
remained as the groundwork of ou r legal system.  
The Con st i tu t ion of r 50 prohibited any fu rther 
rev1s 1ons .  
The . removal of th 
had been regarded a 
Detroit 6arrison i n  r 8 2 6 
en ti rely  safe, because there 
Chap. XV. I PATRIOT WAR 511
was no likelihood of further complications with the
Indians, and the relations with Great Britain were
satisfactory. It had not then occurred to any one
that there might be occasion to protect the fron-
tier from lawless violations of neutrality. The
United States Arsenal had been removed to
Dearborn, so as to be less exposed. In 1837, ^he
Canadian insurrection, known as the Patriot War,
broke out, and for a time kept the lines in tur-
moil. Secret lodges of sympathizers, under the
name of Hunter's Lodges, held meetings in sev-
eral of the lake cities. Durinp- the fall and winter
of 1837-8, it became necessary to employ the mil-
itary forces of the vState to prevent the seizure of
the Arsenal, and to patrol the frontier, until they
could be relieved by the regular army. The move-
ments on the Detroit River were not at this time
very important. The invading forces managed to
get upon Fighting Island, where they remained
until dislodged by artillery, without serious casu-
alties beyond the occasion they gave for the des-
truction of the fine forest on Bois-blanc Island.
In 1838, after a temporary lull, and when nothing-
was suspected, they crossed from Detroit to
Windsor, where a steamboat was burned, and
blood was shed on both sides. The leaders were
captured, and several of them were banished.
Some questions arising concerning the condi-
tion of naturalized citizens, the Michigan Leofisla-
ture, in 1839, memorialized Congress to have
measures taken to secure international recognition
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C H AP. X V . ] PAT R I OT WA R . 
was no l ikel ihood of fu rther  complication s with the 
I ndians ,  and the relat ions with reat Bri tain we re 
satisfactory.  I t  had not  then occurred to any one 
that the re m ight be occasion to protect the fron ­
t ier from lawless v iolations of neutral i ty. The 
Un ited States Arsenal had been removed to 
Dearborn,  so as to be less exposed . I n  r 8 3 7 ,  the 
Canadian i n su rrection ,  k nown as the Patriot vV ar, 
broke out, and for  a t ime kept the l ines i n  tu r­
moi l .  Secret  lodges of sym pathizers, u nder the 
name of Hunter' s  Lodges, held meetings in sev­
eral of the lake cit ies .  During the fall and winter 
of  r 83 7 -8 ,  i t  became necessary to employ the mil ­
i tary forces of the State to p reven t  the seizu re of 
the Arsenal ,  and to patrol the fron tier, u n t i l  they 
could be rel ieved by the regu lar army. The move­
ments on thP Detro i t  River were not  at this t ime 
very importan t . The i nvad ing forces managed to 
get upon Fighti ng I sland,  whe re they remained 
u n ti l  dis lodged by arti l lery, withou t seriou s casu­
alties beyond the occasion they gave for the des­
truction of the fine  forest on Bois-blan c Is land . 
I n  1 8 38 ,  afte r a temporary lu l l ,  and when noth ing 
was suspected, they crossed from Detroit  to 
Windsor, where a s teamboat was bu rn ed, and 
blood was shed on both s ides.  The lead ers \• ere 
captu red ,  and several of  them \t\ ere ban ished.  
Some quest ion aris ing conce rning the condi­
t ion of natu ral ized cit izens, the Michigan Le isla­
tu re ,  in r 8 39 memorial ized Congress to have 
measu res taken to secu re in ternational recogn ition 
512 NATURALIZATION. FREE SCHOOLS. [Chap. XV.
of the right of expatriation and naturalization.
This has been done within a few years, but has
left the subject in painful uncertainty, without pro-
viding adequately for furnishing evidence of a
change of country, and apparently without having
given any heed to the effect of such legislation on
inheritances and escheats. Few subjects require
more careful handling; and while, under modern
practice, treason is not much considered in deter-
mining the policy of shifting allegiance, the inter-
ests of minors have been disregarded also ; and,
without more careful action, the seeds have been
sown for some of the most vexatious litigation.
There are so many American children born or
educated abroad, that their interests need special
protection. It is not desirable, on grounds of un-
iversal brotherhood, to destroy the sentiment ot
patriotism.
In 1842, the first system of absolutely free
education was authorized to be established in
Detroit. Samuel Barstow and Dr. Zina Pitcher,
and Douglass Houghton, were the most efficient
movers in this matter, although sustained and
aided by many worthy coadjutors. The schools
were organized and advanced with much effort,
until the removal of the Capital to Lansing en-
abled the Board of Education to establish a union
school in the building which had been vacated,
and which never belonged to the State. The
other towns in the State had been equally anxious
to advance their schools, and did so as fast as
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5 1 2 NATURALIZATIO N .  FREE SC HOOLS. [CHAP. X V .  
of the right of expatriation and natu ral ization . 
This has been done with in  a few years, but  has 
left the subject  in pain fu l  uncertai nty, withou t pro­
viding adequately for fu rn ishing evidence of a 
change of  cou n try, and apparen tly withou t hav ing 
given any heed to the effect of  such legislation on 
i nheritances and escheats . Few subjects requ i re 
more carefu l  handl ing ; and while, u nder modern 
practice, treas.o n  is  not  much cons idered in deter­
min i ng the pol icy of shift ing allegiance, the in ter­
ests of minors have been d isregarded also ; and,  
withou t more careful action , the seeds have been 
s·own for some of the most vexatious l i tigation . 
There are so many American children  born or 
educated abroad ,  that the ir  i n te rests need special 
protection .  I t  i s  no t  desi rable, on  grounds of un ­
iversal brotherhood, t o  destroy the sentiment  of 
patriotism .  
I n  r 842 ,  the  first  system of absolu tely free 
education was au thorized to be establ ished in  
. 
Detroit .  Samu el Barstow and Dr. Zina Pitche r, 
and Douglass H oughton ,  were the most efficient 
movers i n  th is matter, a l though susta ined and 
aided by many worthy coadj u tors .  The schools 
were organized and advanced with much effort, 
un ti l  the removal of the Capital to Lansing en ­
abled the Board of Education to  establish a un ion 
school in the bui ldin a  which had been vacated, 
and which never belonged to the State. The 
other towns in the State had been equ ally anxious 
to advance the ir  schools, and did so as fast a$ 
Chap. XV.] SCHOOLS. RETRENCHMENT.
513
possible. The superintendents of public instruc-
tion were zealous and energetic, and John D.
Pierce, the first in time and not second in en-
lightened wisdom, has lived to see the system
which he did so much to shape, carried out to
completeness. He was followed by Franklin Saw-
yer, who was afterwards selected to organize the
schools of Louisiana. The superintendents who
have succeeded them have been faithful and val-
uable officers. The lands were early transferred
to the keeping of the State Land Office, and
the superintendents remitted to their more appro-
priate functions.
The collapse of the banking system, and the
misfortunes attending the State management of
internal improvement, led of necessity to a re-
linquishment of the latter, and a return to a
specie basis. In 1842, the State reached a point
where there was nothing left but to begin over
aeain. The State scrip was called in, the suspen-
sion of specie payments rescinded, shinplasters
prohibited, and economy introduced in all things —
beginning notably with public printing, which was
reduced to its narrowest compass, and included
no documents not of permanent importance, — per-
haps erring in this somewhat. A donation oi
500,000 acres of lands for internal improvements
was received from the United States, and aided
more in saving past investments than in tuture
expenditures. It has been doubted, however,
whether, apart from the school and University
83
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CHAP. X V . ]  SCHOOLS.  R ET R ENCHM ENT . 5 1 3  
possible .  The superintendents of public in struc­
tion were zealous and energetic, and John D .  
Pierce, the first  i n  time and  not  second m en­
l ightened wisdom, has l ived to see the ystem 
which he did so much to shape, carried out to 
completeness .  H e  was followed by Frankl in Saw­
yer, who was afterwards selected to organ ize the 
schools of Lou isiana. The superintendents who 
have succeeded them have been faithfu l  and val­
uable office rs . The lands were early transferred 
to the keeping of the State Land Office, and 
the su perintendents remitted to their more appro­
priate functions .  
The collapse of  the banking system, and the 
m isfortunes  attending the State management of 
internal improvement, led of necessity to a re­
l inqu ishment  of the latter, and a re tu rn to a 
specie basis .  I n  r 842 ,  the State reached a poin t 
where there was nothing left but to begin over 
again . The State scrip was cal led in, the suspen­
sion of specie payments resc inded, shinplasters 
prohibited, an d economy in troduced in  all thi ngs­
beginn ing notably with publ ic printing, which was 
redu ced to i ts narrowest compass, and in cluded 
no documents not of permanent importance,-per­
haps erring i n  this somewhat. A donation of  
500,000 acres of lands for in ternal improvements 
was receiv d from the Un ited tates, and aided 
more in saving pas t investments than in  fu tu re 
expenditu res .  I t  has been doubted . ho\vever, 
whether, apart from the chool and U n ive rsity 
03 
514 LOANS RESTRICTED. POLITICAL CHANGES. [Chap. XV.
funds, the State has, on the whole, been a great
gainer by the donations of land received from
the United States. In some places they have no
doubt hastened improvements. But, justly or un-
justly, there have been several periods when the
integrity of the management of many of the
schemes which have absorbed them has been very
much doubted, and in some instances their dis-
posal has been fraudulent in the extreme.
In order to prevent any further extravagance,
the Legislature of 1842 submitted, and the next
Legislature and the people ratified, an amendment
to the Constitution, requiring every law authoriz-
ing the borrowing of money on State stocks to
be confined to a single and specified object, for
which alone it should be lawful to use the money,
and to be approved by a popular vote at a
general election. A judicious exception to this
(which if continued under the Constitution of 1850
would have saved much trouble) exempted from
this necessity loans obtained to pay the actual
executive, legislative, and judicial government ex-
penses, and for suppressing insurrection, repelling
invasion, and defending the State in war.
In 1839, the election changed the political con-
trol of the State, and placed it in the hands of
the Whig party, William Woodbridge being
Governor, and James Wright Gordon Lieutenant
Governor. The Legislature had already been
changed so far as to elect Augustus S. Porter as
Senator, to succeed Lucius Lyon. The great
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CiiAi". XV.] GOVERNOR BARRY. 515
popular uprising which, in 1840, elected William
Henry Harrison to the Presidency, had secured
him a large following in Michigan, where many of
his old friends and admirers of the Democratic
party as well as Whigs voted for him. His un-
fortunate death, and the quarrels of Congress
with his successor Mr. Tyler, produced a reaction,
and John S. Barry, who assumed the Governor-
ship in 1842, had a series of Democratic suc-
cessors, until the organization of the Republican
party in 1854, when Kinsley S. Bingham was
chosen, and has been followed ever since by
Republican Governors. Governor Woodbridge
was elected Senator to succeed Mr. Norvell in
1 841, by a coalition of Democrats with some
members of the Whig party, who thus defeated
Lieutenant Governor Gordon, the nominee of the
party. Governor Woodbridge remained in the
Senate during his full term of six years, after
which he took no part in public affairs.
Governor Barry was so prominent during the
remainder of his career, that few men are better
remembered among our State officials. He was
more popular in his later than in his earlier in-
cumbency, and never appeared very anxious to
seek popularity. His political views were some-
w^hat extreme, and at times he became very ob-
noxious to his opponents on that ground : and
many regarded his public economy as narrow and
parsimonious. It is nevertheless no more than
justice to his memory to vindicate him from this
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Cn>.P. XV.]  GOV ERNOR B A R RY. 5 1 5 
popu lar upris ing which, in r 840, elected Wil l iam 
H enry Harrison to the Presidency, had secured 
him a large fo�lowing in Mich igan, where many of 
his old friends and admirers of the Democratic 
party as well as W higs voted for him . H i  un ­
fortu nate death, and the quarrels of  Congress 
with his successor M r. Tyler, produced a reaction 
and John S.  Barry, who assumed the Governor­
ship in  I 842 ,  had a series of Democratic suc­
cessors, un til the organization of the Repu blican 
party i n  I 8 54, when Kinsley S.  B ingham was 
chosen,  and has been followed ever since by 
Repu blican Governors .  Governor Woodbridge 
was elected Senator to su cceed Mr. Norvell in  
I 84 1 ,  by a coal it ion of Democrats with some 
members of the Whig party ,  who thu s  defeated 
Lieutenant Governor Gordon,  the nominee of the 
party. Governor Woodbridge remained in the 
Senate du ring his fu ll term of six years after 
which he took no part i n  public affairs .  
Governor Barry was so prominent  du ring th 
remainder of his career, that few men are better 
remembered among ou r tate official s .  H wa 
more popular i n  h is  late r than in h is earl ier  in­
cumbency and never appeared very an xiou t 
seek populari ty .  H is poli tical vie\!\ wer om -
what extreme. and at t imes h � became ' ry ob­
noxious to his opponents on that rou nd ; and 
man) regarded his publ ic econ my a .  narr w an 
pars imoniou . I t  is neverth less no  mor th a n  
j u stice to h i  memory to v ind icate him from thi 
516 GOVERNOR BARRY. [Chap. XV.
charge. He has on more than one occasion
manifested the most Hberal views, where the
pubhc good required HberaHty ; and it was due
to the combined efforts of Governor Barry and
Chancellor Farnsworth that the Insane Asylum at
Kalamazoo was planned on a broad basis, instead
of reduced to dimensions and surroundings which
would have rendered it abortive. It is equally
true, (as those who were familiar with his course
while ex-officio presiding officer of the Board of
Regents can testify,) that he was one of the best
friends the University ever had, and that he never
allowed political reasons to intrude where they
did not belone. It never was the fortune of the
writer to agree with Governor Barry in politics,
but he cannot justly abstain from bearing testi-
mony that he was not the mean man he has been
sometimes supposed to be, and that the State and
its institutions have derived lasting benefit from
his rigid integrity and fidelity. When the resources
of a State will permit liberal outlays for laudable
purposes, parsimony may become reprehensible.
But in Governor Barry's early official career, it
required the utmost economy to preserve the
public credit at all ; and there was no time while
he was in office when it was not desirable. The
recent experiences of municipal plundering and
venality in various parts of the country, and the
waste of public property to enable knaves to
outshine their honest neighbors, have not indicated
any serious danger that exactness in guarding the
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5 1 6  GOVERNOR BARRY . LCHAP. XV. 
charge. H e  has on more than one occas ion 
man ifested the most l iberal v iews, where the 
publ ic good requ ired l ibe ral i ty ; and i t  was due 
to the combined efforts of Governor Barry and  
Chancellor Farnsworth that the In sane Asylum at 
Kalamazoo was planned on a broad basis ,  i nstead 
of reduced to d imensions and surroundings which 
wou ld have rendered i t  abortive. It  i s  equal ly 
true, (as those who were famil iar w ith h is  cou rse 
whi le ex-officio presiding officer of the Board of 
Regents can testify, ) that he was one of the best 
friends the Un iversity ever had, and that he never 
al lowed pol itical reasons to in trude where they 
did not belong. It never was the fortu ne of the 
wri ter  to agree w ith Governor Barry in  pol i tics, 
but he cannot j u stly abstain from bearing testi­
mony that he was not the mean man he has been 
sometimes supposed to be, and that the State and 
its i nstitu tions have derived lasting benefit from 
his rigid in tegrity and fidel i ty. When the resou rces 
of a State wi l l  permit  l iberal ou tlays for laudable 
pu rposes, parsimony may become reprehensible .  
But i n  Governor  Barry 's  early official career, i t  
requ ired the u tmost economy to preserve the 
publ ic  credi t  at al l ; and there was no time whi le 
he was in office when it was not desirable .  The 
recen t  experiences of mun ic ipal plu nd ering and 
venal i ty i n  variou s parts of the cou ntry, and the 
waste of publ ic property to enable knaves to 
outshine the ir  honest ne ighbors, have not indicated 
any serious danger that exactness in  guarding the 
Chap. XV.] CONDITION OF INDIANS. 517
treasury is running to excess, or in need of
discourao^ement.
At various times, from 1836 to 1842, treaties
had been made with the Indians, whereby in the
latter year the entire tribal titles had been extin-
guished, except as to a few special reservations.
The Indians in the Lower Peninsula were mostly
removed west of the Mississippi. It had long been
felt that it was unjust to prevent them from hav-
ing opportunities of civilization, which could only
be obtained by giving them property to be held
individually, and not by communities. The L'Arbre
Croche Indians, as long back as the Pontiac war,
had been a well-behaved community, and had pros-
pered by honest industry. In 1844, the Legislature
requested the Michigan Senators and Representa-
tives to endeavor to procure for them the position
of American citizens. In 1847, ^^e privilege was
asked that any Indians in the State might be al-
lowed to pre-empt and retain such lands as they
occupied and cultivated, on the same footing with
others. It is not pleasant to notice that the per-
sistent attempts of Michigan to secure to the ori-
ginal holders of the soil a chance to become civ-
ilized possessors of homes in the country of their
fathers, have been thwarted. Although by the
Constitution of 1850, the resident civilized Indians,
who had separated from their tribes, were admitted
to the privilege of voting, yet it was held by the
United States Supreme Court, in United States v.
Holliday\ (3 Wallace, 40,) that it was impossible
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CH AP. X V . ]  CON D IT ION OF I N DIANS. 5 1 7  
treasu ry 1s ru nning to excess, or m need of 
discouragement. 
At various t imes, from I 836  to r 842 ,  treaties 
had been made w ith the I ndians, whereby in  the 
latter year the enti re tribal titles  had been extin­
guished, except as to a few special reservations .  
The Indians in  the Lower Pen insula were mostly 
removed west of the M ississippi .  I t  had long been 
fel t  that it was u nj us t  to prevent  them from hav­
ing opportu n ities of civil ization, which could only 
be obtained by giving them property to be held 
ind ividual ly, and not by communities .  The L 'Arbre 
Croche I ndians, as long back as the Pon tiac war, 
had been a wel l-behaved community, and had pros­
pered by honest i ndustry. In r 844, the Legislatu re 
requested the Michigan Senators and Representa­
tives to endeavor to procu re for them the position 
of American citizens .  I n  r 847 ,  the privilege was 
asked that any I ndians in the State might be al­
lowed to pre-empt and retain such lands as they 
occupied and cul tivated, on the same footing with 
others .  I t  i s  not pleasant to notice that the per­
s istent attempts of M ichigan to secu re to the ori ­
ginal holders of the soil a chance to become civ­
i l i zed possessors of homes in the country of their 
fathers ,  have been thwarted.  Although by the 
Cons ti tu tion of I 8 50, the residen t  civi l ized Indians, 
who had separated from their tribes, were admitted 
to the privil ege of voting, yet it was held by the 
U nited States Supreme Cou rt, in United tate v .  
Holliday, (3  Wallace, 40,) that it was impossible 
518 TRIBAL RELATIONS. [Chai-. XV.
for an Indian to withdraw from his tribal relations
without the consent of the United States. As this
must be accepted as law, it is time Congress
changed it. While we assert the right of every-
body else to go where he pleases, and to change
his allegiance as often as he chooses, it seems
that the guardianship of the government over
these persons annihilates their free agency, and
compels them to barbarism, no matter how much
they may desire to escape it. This rule has a
double action, which was very well exemplified in
1840, in the partially successful efforts of the
British agents at the Manitoulins to draw over
Indian colonists into Canada. They proposed to
include the Michigan half-breed settlers as Indians,
in their distribution of presents. In a meeting of
Indians and half-breeds, in May, 1840, on the
Canada side of the Sault, Shingwauk, the head
chief, referred to this as a part of the scheme of
such a colony. Addressing the American Indians,
he said : " Whether the thing you ask from the
British government will be granted or not, we do
not know, but if the half-breeds will consent to
be under us as hidians. we hope it will be granted.
This is what our fathers told us. The half-breeds
on our side have nearly all consented." Where
the mixed blood is in even quantities, it is not
irrational for Indians as well as white men to
claim its allegiance.
A serious trouble arose in 1841, from the
discovery that a considerable quantity of public
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518  TRIBAL RELATIONS. [CHA1'. XV. 
for an I ndian to withdraw from his tribal relations 
withou t  the con sent of the U nited States. As this 
must  be accepted as law, i t  is time Congress 
changed it. Whi le we assert the right of every­
body else to go where he pleases, and to change 
his allegiance as often as he chooses, i t  seems 
that the guardianship of the government over 
these persons annihilates their free agency, and 
compels them to barbarism , no matter how much 
they may desire to escape it . This ru le has a 
double action ,  which was very well exemplified in 
I 840, i n  the partially successfu l  efforts of the 
British agents at the Manitou l ins to draw over 
I ndian colon ists i nto Canada. They proposed to 
i nclude the Michigan half-breed settlers as I ndians, 
in their  distribu tion of presents .  In a meeting of 
I ndians and half-breeds,  in  May, I 840, on the 
Canada side of the Saul t, Shingwauk, the head 
chief, ref erred to this as a part of the scheme of 
such a colony. Addressing the American I ndians, 
he said : " Whether the thing you ask from the 
Brit ish government wiH be granted or not, we do 
not know, but if  the half-breeds wil l  consen t to 
be u nder us as lnd£ans, we hope it  wil l  be granted . 
This is  what ou r fathers told us .  The half-breeds 
on our s ide have nearly al l consented. " Where 
the mixed blood is  in  even quanti ties ,  i t  i s  not 
irrational for I ndians as well as white men to 
claim its allegiance . 
A serious trouble arose in 1 84 1 , from the 
discovery that a C()nsiderable quantity of public 
Chav. XV. J FRAUDULENT SURVEYS. NAMES OF COUNTIES. 519
lands put in market, including eighty-one townships
lying mostly north and west of the Saginaw Bay,
had never been surveyed, but had been platted
and returned on fictitious surveys. This discovery
was first suggested by the State Topographer,
Mr. Higgins, who found, in protracting his State
map, that the lakes and water courses in the region
in question presented the appearance of a very
symmetrical tree, with leaves and branches so
very regular that it seemed unlikely the country
could be truly represented. The Legislature, in
1842, called the attention of the government to
the fact, and to the fraud that would be thereby
committed on purchasers whose lands were not
to be found.
In 1840 Indian names were given to twenty-
nine of the northern counties in the Lower Pe-
ninsula, many of which were names of distinguished
chiefs, who had signed the treaties made at differ-
ent times since the Revolution. In 1843, sixteen
of these were re-named. In one case a Michigan
Indian name was changed for a Florida chief's
name, Osceola. Anamickee, or Thunder, the ap-
propriate name for the county including Thunder
Bay, (and the name of a chief,) was transmogri-
fied into Alpena — perhaps a phonetic rendering
of Alpina, if dime novels were then extant. Five
were borrowed from Ireland, one from New York,
one (Montmorency) might have been suggested
from several quarters, and the remainder were of
no special significance. Kishkauko, the patro-
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520 MARRIED WOMEN. TEXAS AND OREGON. [Chap. XV.
nymic of the head chief of Saginaw for over a
century, was exchanged for Charlevoix — a very
proper name, but one which might have been
dropped elsewhere as well. The reason for this
is not known.
In 1844, ^^ important step was taken, by se-
curing to married women their property (real and
personal) free from the control of their husbands.
This has since been fixed by the Constitution.
The Legislature, for two or three successive
years, expressed itself in favor of the annexation
of Texas, and the assertion of the Oregon title
up to fifty-four degrees and forty minutes of
north latitude. That boundary was left unsettled
by Mr. Webster in the Ashburton treaty of 1842,
but compromised by Mr. Buchanan by the Treaty
of 1846, in which it was brought down to the
forty-ninth parallel. Unfortunately, the careless
use of language created another ambiguity in the
San Juan de Fuca boundary on the Pacific, which
was recently decided in favor of the United States
by the Emperor of Germany, after nearly thirty
years' dispute. We have been singularly unfor-
tunate in not getting our boundary treaties with
Great Britain so as to make the lines definite
and unambiguous.
In 1846, the State disposed of the Central and
Southern Railroads, and ceased to own any pub-
lic works, (as she has since kept aloof from them,)
and left the building of railroads to private en-
terprise, which is much better adapted to their
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520 MAR R I E D  WOMEN . TEXA AND O R EGO N. [CHAP. XV . 
nym1c of the head chief of Saginaw for over a 
cen tu ry, was exchanged for Charlevoix-a very 
proper name, bu t one which m ight have been 
dropped elsewhere as wel l .  The reason for this 
1s  not known. 
In r 844, an important  step was taken ,  by se­
cu ring to married women their p roperty ( real and 
personal)  free from the control of the ir  husbands.  
This has s ince been fixed by the Cons ti tu tion .  
The Legislatu re, for two or  three successive 
years ,  expressed i tself in favor of the annexation 
of Texas, and the assertion of the Oregon title 
up to fifty-four degrees and forty minu tes of 
north latitude. That boundary was left unse ttled 
by Mr. Webster i n  the Ashburton treaty of I 842 ,  
bu t compromised by M r. Bu chanan by the Treaty 
of r 846, i n which i t  was brought  down to the 
forty- n inth paral le l .  U nfortunately, the careless 
u se of language created another ambigu i ty in the 
San J uan de Fuca bou ndary on the Pacific, which 
was recen tly decided in favor of  the U ni ted States 
by the Emperor  of Germany, afte r nearly thirty 
years' dispute .  We have been singu larly unfor­
tu nate i n  not getting our  boundary treaties with 
Great B ri tain so as to make the l ines defin ite 
and u nambiguous . 
I n  1 846, the State disposed of the Central and 
Southern Rail roads ,  and ceased to o wn any pub­
l ic  works, (as she has since kept aloof from them,)  
and left the bui ld ing of railroads to private en­
terp rise, which i s  much better adapted to the ir  
Chap. XV.] MEXICAN WAR. COUNTY COURTS. 521
management than the agencies of a repubHcan
government.
In that year the Mexican war broke out. While
there was much difference of opinion about the
acquisition of Texas, there was none about the
duty of Americans to maintain their country
against the assaults of her enemies. The call
for volunteers was readily responded to, and the
Michigan soldiers, both volunteers and regulars, did
no discredit to the State. Resolutions were
adopted by the Legislature in 1847, asserting the
right of the United States, and urging the ener-
getic prosecution of the war ; expressing admira-
tion for the conduct of the army on the Rio
Grande and at Monterey ; d^P-laring it the duty
of the nation to extend the free principles of the
ordinance of 1787 over any territory which should
be acquired, and voting money for the equipment
of volunteers.
About this time a considerable chancre was
made in the judicial system. For three or four
years a majority of the legal business of the
State was required to be brought into county
courts, with elected judges, paid at hrst by fees,
and afterwards by a discretionary salary from the
county treasury. These courts were introduced
on an idea that they would render justice speedily,
cheaply and satisfactorily. In some counties able
men presided in them, and gave satisfaction. This,
however, was not so general as to be customary,
and the method of doing business deprived par-
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CHAP. xv.1  MEX ICAN WAR.  COUNT Y COURTS. 5 2 1  
management than the agencies of a republican 
government. 
I n  that year the Mexican war broke out. While 
there was much difference of opin ion about the 
acquisit ion of Texas, there was none abou t the 
duty of Americans to maintain thei r  country 
against the assaul ts of her enemies .  The call 
for volun teers was readily responded to, and the 
Michigan soldiers, both volunteers and regulars, did 
no discredit to the State . Resolu tions were 
adopted by the Legislatu re in  r 847 ,  asserting the 
right of the U nited States, and u rging the ene r­
getic prosecu tion of the war ; expressing admira­
tion fot the conduct  of the army on  the Rio 
Grande and at Monterey ; der�aring it the duty 
of the nation to extend the free p rinciples of the 
ordinance of - r 78 7  over any territory which should  
be acqu ired, and voting money for the equ ipment 
of volun teers .  
About  this time  a considerable change was 
made i n  the j ud icial system .  For three or four  
years a majority of the legal business of the 
State was required to be brought into cou nty 
courts, with e lected j udges, paid at first by fees 
and afterwards by a discretionary salary from the 
coun ty treasury. These courts were introduced 
on an idea that they wou ld render j ustice speedily 
cheaply and satisfactorily. In some counties able 
men presided in them, and gave satisfaction .  This 
however, was not so general as to be customary, 
and the method of doing bu siness depriv d par-
522 JUDICIAL SYSTEM. [Chap. XV.
ties of some of the most important legal safe-
guards to the impartial selection of juries. Nei-
ther delays nor expenses were lessened, but, in
the end, increased, as every needless intermediate
tribunal has always been found to operate. They
did not in many counties command respect, and
became disorderly. When the constitution of
1850 was adopted they were, by universal consent,
discontinued as worse than failures.
The revision of 1846 abolished the court of
chancery, and transferred the disposition of equity
cases to the circuit courts. This plan has worked
very well — its only drawback being the incapacity
of some county clerks to keep their records and
business in proper shape, and the habit which
sometimes prevails of unduly postponing equity
hearings to accommodate the common law issues.
Our system has become so far simplified that the
unnecessary distinctions between law and equity
have mostly disappeared, and equity proceedings
are only flexible remedies to reach the cases which
cannot properly be tried on common-law issues.
Facilities exist for having juries pass upon such
facts as may require it, without the old necessity
of having them sent before another tribunal. It
is very much safer to have cases of all kinds dis-
posed of before courts familiar with all departments
of the law. Those courts have always acted most
judiciously where legal and equitable, and civil
and criminal, questions are all subject to decision.
To make any system of laws work well, there must
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522 JUDIC I AL SYSTEM . [CHAP. XV. 
ties of some of the most important legal safe­
guards to the impartial sel ection of j u ries .  N ei­
ther  delays nor expenses were lessened, bu t, i n  
the end, increased, as  every needless i n termediate 
tribu nal has always been found to operate. They 
d id not in many cou nties command respect, and 
became diso rderly .  W hen the consti tu tion of 
1 8 50 was adopted they were,  by u n ive rsal consent, 
d i scontinued as worse than failures .  
The revision of r 846  abol ished the cou rt of 
chancery, and tran sferred the di sposition of  equ i ty 
cases to the ci rcu i t  cou rts . This plan has worked 
very well-its only drawback being the incapacity 
of some county clerks to keep their  records and 
business i n  proper shape, and the habit which 
sometimes preva i l s  of u nduly postponing equ ity 
hearings to accommodate the common law issues .  
Ou r system has become so far s impl ified that the 
u n necessary distinctions  between law and equi ty 
have mostly d isappeared, and equity p roceedings 
are only flexible remedies to reach the cases which 
can not prope rly be tried on com mon-law issues .  
Fac i l i t i es  exist for having j u ries pass upon such 
facts as may require i t, without the old necessity 
of having them sent before another tribunal .  I t  
i s  ve ry much safer  to have cases of  a l l  k inds dis­
posed of before cou rts famil iar w ith all departments 
of the law. Those cou rts have always acted most 
j ud ic iou sly whe re legal and equitable, and civil 
and cr im inal ,  qu estions are all subj ect to decision .  
To make any system of laws work well ,  there must 
Chap. XV.] RULES OF EVIDENCE. 523
be harmony among all Its departments ; and
specialists are often unsafe counsellors, because
they give undue importance to their subjects, and
magnify forms and multiply distinctions beyond
reason, while they are peculiarly disposed to in-
dulo^e in theories of conduct that ig-nore the in-
finite variety of human action.
The revision of 1846 began some valuable re-
forms in the rules of evidence, v^hich have now
been carried still further. Witnesses were no
longer excluded from testifying by reason of in-
terest, opinion, or character, but all such objec-
tions were made to go to their credibility ; and
juries and courts were allowed, if they believed
their statements, to act upon them. The old rules
were senseless, and well calculated to defeat the
ends of justice. The only rules of exclusion that
rest on real and sensible reasons of policy, are
those which prevent parties from violating confi-
dences, and from criminating themselves. The
revision wisely recognized this, in protecting the
confidences of patients to physicians, and religious
confidences, as well as those of lawyers and clients,
and in the domestic relations of husband and wife.
The necessity of encouraging fidelity in confiden-
tial relations, is much greater than that of encour-
aging litigation ; and rules which would destroy
manly honor and private faith would be poorly
compensated by the small occasional gain that might
ensue to persons contending in the courts, by en-
larging their field of inquisitlveness.
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CHAP. XV.] R ULES OF EV I D ENCE. 523 
be harmony among al l  its departments ; and 
specialists are often u nsafe counsellors, because 
they give u ndue importance to their  subjects, and 
magni fy forms and mu ltiply distin ctions beyond 
reason, while they are pecul iarly d isposed to  m­
dulge in theories of conduct that ignore the in ­
fini te variety of  human action .  
The revis ion of 1 846 began some valuable re­
forms i n  the rules of evidence, which have now 
been carried still fu rther. Witnesses were no 
longer excl uded from testify ing by reason of in ­
terest, opm10n, o r  character, bu t a l l  such obj ec­
tions were made to go to the i r  credibi l ity ; and 
j u ries and courts were al lowed, i f  they believed 
thei r  statements, to act upon them.  The old rules 
were senseless, and wel l  calcu lated to defeat the 
ends of j ustice . The only rules  of exclus ion that 
rest on real and sensible reasons of policy, are 
those which p revent parties from v iolating confi­
dences, and from criminating themselves. The 
revis ion w isely recognized this ,  in protecting the 
confidences of patients to physicians ,  and rel igious 
confidences, as well as those of lawyers and cl ients 
and i n  the domestic re lations  of husband and wife .  
The  necessity of encou raging fidel ity i n  confiden­
tial relations, is  much greate r than that of  encou r­
aging l i tigation ; and rules which wou ld destroy 
manly honor and p rivate faith wou ld be poorly 
compensated by the small occasional gain that might 
ensue to persons contending in the courts, by en­
larging the ir  field of inqu is i tiveness. 
524 CAPITAL PUNISHMENT ABOLISHED. [Chap. XV.
This revision also enabled parties in some
cases to obtain the testimony of their adversaries
in law courts, whenever it could have been ob-
tained for the same purpose by bill of discovery
in equity. This was only one step towards the
entire removal of the disability of parties to testify
like other witnesses, — a measure which has been
approved by experience.
The o;reatest changre in criminal law was the
abolition of capital punishment. The previous
laws in regard to felonies had, during the earlier
Territorial days, confined the death-penalty to
murder. This crime had then been divided into
degrees. Murder in the first degree, which em-
braced only the more deliberate and cruel kinds
of murder, was punished by death, while murder
in the second degree was subject to a graduated
and partly discretionary imprisonment. The crime
of murder in the first degree was now made
punishable by imprisonment for life, with no dis-
cretion to reduce it. The statistics of crime have
never been so thoroughly intelligible that any one
can determine very safely what effect this change
has had. It is very doubtful how far the degree
of punishment has any direct bearing on the
minds of those who commit this atrocious crime.
There is, no doubt, an indirect influence exercised
on public opinion by all penal statutes, which
reaches criminals and innocent persons alike, and
produces some effect on their estimate of conduct.
But very few have been known to calculate on
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524 CAPITAL PU N I S HM ENT A BOLIS H E D .  (CHAP. XV . 
This revis ion also enabled parties i n  some 
cases to obtain the testimony of  the ir  adversaries 
in  law cou rts, whenever i t  could have been ob­
tained for the same pu rpose by bill of discovery 
i n  equ i ty. This was only one step towards the 
enti re removal of the disabi l i ty of parties to testi fy 
l ike  other witnesses,-a measu re which has been 
app roved by experience.  
The greatest change m criminal law was the 
abol it ion of capi tal punishment. The p revious 
laws in regard to fe lon ies had, du  r ing the earl ier  
Te rri torial days, confined the death-penal ty to 
murde r. Th is cr ime had then been divided into 
degrees. Murder  i n  the fi rst  degree, which em­
braced only the more del iberate and cruel k inds 
of  mu rder, was pu n ished by death ,  whi le m u rder 
in the second degree was su bject  to a graduated 
and partly d iscret ionary imprisonment. The crime 
of murder in the fi rst  degree was now made 
pu nishable by imprisonment for l i fe, with no dis­
cretion to reduce i t . The statistics of  crime have 
never been so thoroughly in tel l igible that any one 
can determine very safely what effect th is  change 
has had. It is very doubtfu l  how far the degree 
of pu n ishment  has any d i rect beari ng on the 
minds of  those who commit  this  atrocious crime.  
There i s ,  no doubt, an i nd i rect influence exercised 
on publ ic opi nion by all penal statu tes, which 
reaches criminals and i nnocent  persons al ike, and 
produces some effect on their  est imate of  condu ct. 
But  very few have been known to calcu late on 
Chap. XV.] CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. ELECTIVE JUDGES
525
the measure of punishment, before committing
homicide, or other violent assaults. There has
been no popular or general expression which
would indicate a desire to restore the death pen-
alty, and it is questionable whether, if existing, it
would be disturbed, if left to a popular vote.
The change made in 1846 was not either demanded
or condemned by the general sentiment. Murders
had not been common in the State, and then, as
now, whatever opinions there were upon the sub-
ject were not the result of study or experience,
but rather of pre-existing ideas and differing
theories. The circumstances of individual crimes
are iSO different that criminal statistics are among
the least valuable means of reachmg safe conclu-
sions on the relations of crime and punishment ;
and few subjects attract less public attention than
the bulk of criminal legislation. The Criminal
Statutes of the United States have seldom called
forth any debate in Congress, and State laws of
the same kind are very apt to be adopted with-
out much discussion. A change so radical as the
removal of the gallows from among the instru-
ments of punishment could not fail to create much
comment, but it did not elicit any full expression
of popular feeling.
The Supreme Court, which began with three
judges, was increased in 1838 to four, and in 1848
to five; and in 1849 ^ constitutional amendment
was proposed, (and afterwards adopted) making
them elective.
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CH AP. XV.]  CAPITAL PUN ISH '.IENT. EL ECTI V E  JU DGES 52 U 
the measu re of  pun ishment, before committing 
homicide, or other violent  assaults .  There has 
been no popu lar or general expression which 
wou ld  i ndicate a des ire to restore the death pen­
al ty, and it  is questionable whethe r, if  existing, it 
wou ld be distu rbed, if  l e ft to a popular vote. 
The change made in  r 846 was not either demanded 
or  condemned by the general sentiment. Mu rde rs 
had not been common in  the State, and then ,  as 
now, whatever opin ion s  there were upon the sub­
j ect were not the resu l t  of study or  experience, 
but rather  of pre-existing ideas and differing 
theories .  The circumstances of i ndividual crimes 
are .so different  that criminal statistics are among 
the least valuable means of  reaching safe conclu­
s ions on the relations  of  cr ime and pu nishment ; 
and few subjects attract less publ ic attention than 
the bu lk of  criminal legislation . The Criminal  
Statu tes of  the U nited States have seldom cal led 
forth any debate in Congress, and State laws of 
the same k ind are very apt to be adopted with­
out  much discu ss ion .  A change so radical as the 
removal of the gal lows from among the in stru­
ments of pun ishment cou ld not fail to creat much 
comment, but  i t  d id  not el ic it any fu ll expression 
of popular feel ing. 
The Supreme Court, which began with th ree 
j udges, was increased in r 838  to fou r, and in 1 4 
to five ; and in r 849 a constitutional amendment 
was proposed, (and afterwards adopted) making 
them elective.  
526 UPPER PENINSULA. [Chap. XV.
The Upper Peninsula, although the Indian
title was extinguished in 1842, remained unsettled
for some time. The want of shipping on the lake
prevented the development of .business, and the
want of business prevented the building of vessels.
Without a canal to give communication below, it
seemed likely the opening of this country would
be indefinitely postponed. Year after year the
Legislature urged the matter before Congress,
and more than one effort was made to secure a
right of way for a corporation to build the canal.
Some malign influence baulked every effort, until
one might imagine the Military Reserve and all its
surroundings w^ere too hallowed ground for
commerce to tread. In the face of these obstruc-
tions, nothing was left but to wait patiently until
interests should appear, which would be influen-
tial enoup^h to overcome the mischief.
A first essential to settlement was a complete
survey of the lands, or of enough to furnish a
foothold for business. The early explorations of
Dr. Houghton had determined the true character
of the mineral region, but his revelations were so
remarkable as to disturb scientific theories, and
that was a serious affair not to be lightly accepted.
In his earlier excursions he found it impossible to
make complete surveys upon the ground, because
the compass-needle was subject to such great and
varying fluctuations as to render it inefficient.
This difficulty was removed by the genius of a
Michigan scientific inventor, William A. Burt, who
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526 UP PER P E N I NSULA. [CHAP.  XV. 
The Upper Peninsu la, although the Indian 
title was extinguished in r 842 ,  remained unsettled 
for some time .  The want  of shipping on the lake 
prevented the development  of . bu siness ,  and the 
want of bu siness prevented the bu i lding of vessels .  
Withou t a canal to give commu nication below, it 
seemed l ikely the open ing of this cou n try would 
be indefinitely postponed .  Year after year the 
Legislatu re u rged the matte r before Congress, 
and more than one effort was made to secure a 
right of way for a corporation to bui ld the canal .  
Some malign influ ence bau lked every effort, u ntil 
one m ight imagine the M il i tary Reserve and al l  i ts 
su rroundings were too hallowed grou nd for  
commerce to tread . I n  the face of these obstru c­
tions, nothing was left bu t to wai t  patiently u n ti l  
i n terests shou ld  appear, which would be influen­
tial enough to overcome the m ischief. 
A firs t  essential to settlement was a complete 
su rvey of the lands ,  or of enough to fu rnish a 
foothold for business .  The early explorations of 
Dr. Houghton had determined the true character 
of the mineral region ,  bu t h is  revelations  were so 
remarkable as to distu rb sc ientific theories, and 
that was a serious affair not to be l ightly accep ted .  
In h is  earl ier  excu rsions he fou nd it impossible to 
m ake complete su rveys upon th.e grou nd ,  because 
the compass-needle was su bject  to such great and 
varying fluctuations as to render i t  i n efficien t. 
This  difficu l ty w a s  removed by the genius of a 
Michigan sc ientific inventor, Wil l iam ·A. Burt, who 
tChap. XV. J SOLAR COMPASS COMBINED SURVEYS. 527
had been for many years prominent as a govern-
ment surveyor and engineer, and who devised a
simple and elegant instrument which was indepen-
dent of magnetic disturbances. This was the now
well known solar compass. This remarkable in-
vention not only furnished the means of determin-
ing at a glance a true meridian, but had combined
with it various other functions, which made it, in
a compact form, one of the most useful pieces of
scientific mechanism ever put together. By means
of this the work of the mineral land surveys be-
came easy and accurate. At the same time Dr.
Houghton devised another plan — so simple that
the stupidity which failed to appreciate it is
marvellous — of combining the linear with the
geological survey, and carrying all on together.
This would be more economical than any other,
and would locate with exactness every important
discovery.
The public surveys in Michigan were carried
on under a system devised originally for the
Northwest Territory. A principal meridian line
was first run, and a principal base line upon a
parallel of latitude. All the surveys were made so
as to be reckoned east or west of the meridian,
and north or south of the base. The survey dis-
trict was divided off into townships, nominally six
miles square, but always narrower at the north
than at the south side, because of the conver-
gence of the bounding meridians. Each township
was divided into thirty-six sections, nominally one
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5 � ,..., Cn AP. XV . J  SOLAR COMPASS CO 1 B I N E D  SURV EYS.  
had been for many years prominent  as a govern­
ment  su rveyor and engineer, and who devised a 
s imple and elegant i nstrument  which was i ndepen­
den t  of magn etic d istu rbances.  This was the now 
well k nown solar compass. This  remarkable in ­
vention not only fu rn ished the means of determin­
i ng at a glance a tru e meridian , bu t had combined 
with i t  various other functions, which made it ,  in  
a compact form , one of the most  useful pieces of 
scientific mechanism ever put together. By means 
of this the work of the mineral land su rveys be­
came easy and accurate. At the same time Dr. 
Houghton devised another plan - so simple that 
the stupid i ty which failed to appreciate i t  1 s  
marvellous - of combin ing the l inear with the 
geological survey, and carrying all on together. 
This would be more economical than any other 
and wou ld locate with exactness every importan t 
discovery. 
The publ ic su rveys m Michigan were carried 
on u nder a system devised origi nally for the 
N orthwest Territory.  A principal meridian l ine 
was fi rst  ru n ,  and a principal base l ine upon a 
paralle l  of lati tude.  All  the su rveys were made so 
as to be reckoned east or west of the me rid ian 
and north or  sou th of the base.  The su rvey di -
trict was d iv ided off into town ships, nominally s ix 
m iles  square, bu t alw�ys narrowe r at the n orth 
than at the sou th s ide ,  because of the conv r­
gence of the bou nding meridians .  Each township 
was divided into th i rty-six sections ,  nominally on e 
528 DOCTOR HOUGHTON'S SYSTEM. [Chap. XV.
mile square, but really affected by the same con-
vergence, except that, instead of the loss being
distributed equally among all the sections, it was
thrown upon the north and west sides of the town-
ship. The more rapid convergence of the lines
as they approached higher latitudes rendered it
necessary to adopt at intervals new, or correction-
al bases, from which to run the town lines north-
ward. Each section was divisible into sixteenths,
but was not usually surveyed in fact into these
minute divisions, but lines were run at half mile
intervals. Dr. Houghton's plan was to have on
these lines, or on still more frequent subdividing
lines when necessary, notes taken of everything
of geological value, and of its exact position, and
if not exactly on the line, to have its bearings
and distances noted. In this way, when the maps
were made up from the surveyor's notes, every
mineral bed or other important object would ap-
pear in its exact place, and could be located and
followed up without difficulty at any time, if a more
thorough examination by the geologist should be
required, without loss of time, in new explorations.
Mr. Burt, who was a good explorer and a man
of science, at once appreciated the value of this
plan. Dr. Houghton succeeded in obtaining au-
thority from the General Land Office to try its
efficacy, and undertook the survey in person, in
company with Mr. Burt, and other competent as-
sistants. The work was done with the facility and
exactness which he anticipated. But at the close
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528 DOCTOR HOUGHTON ' SYSTEM . [CHAP. XV.  
mile square, but really affected by the same con­
vergence, except that, i nstead of the loss being 
distribu ted equal ly among al l  the sections, i t  was 
thrown upon the north and west s ides of the town­
ship .  The more rapid convergence of the l ines 
as they approached higher latitudes rendered it  
necessary to adopt at i n tervals new, or correction­
al bases, from which to run the town l ines north­
ward . Each section was divis ible i n to sixteenths, 
but was not u sual ly su rveyed in fact i n to these 
minute divis ions,  bu t l ines  were run at half mi le 
i n tervals .  Dr. H oughton ' s  plan was to have on 
these l ines, or on st i l l  more frequent  subdividing 
l ines when necessary, notes taken of everyth ing 
of geological value, and of i ts exact position ,  and 
i f  not exactly on  the l i ne , to have i ts bearings 
and distances noted . I n  this way, when the maps 
were made up from the surveyor's notes, every 
mineral bed or  other important  object  would ap­
pear i n  i ts exact place, and could be located and 
followed up  withou t d ifficu l ty at any time ,  i f  a more 
thorough examination by the geologist shou ld be 
requ i red, without loss of time ,  in new explorations .  
M r. Bu rt, who was a good explorer and a man 
of sc ience ,  at once appreciated the valu e of th i s  
plan . Dr. Houghton succeeded i n  obtain ing au­
thori ty from the General Land Office to try i ts 
efficacy, and u ndertook the su rvey in  person , i n  
company with M r. Bu rt, and other competent as­
s istan ts .  The work was done wi th the faci l i ty and 
exactness which he anticipated.  But at the c lose 
Chap. XV.] HOUGHTON'S DEATH. MINING. 529
of his first season, on the 13th of October, 1845,
Dr. Houghton was overtaken by a storm while in
a small boat near Eagle River, and perished. All
the important notes of his season's work were lost
with him. His death was deeply mourned through-
out the State. It was an irreparable loss to the
Upper Peninsula, for his place was not filled by
those who partook his views or believed in his
plans ; and a system which with diligence and sa-
gacity was feasible, and in all respects admirable,
was dropped. All the subsequent explorations
have been independent and fragmentary.
Enough was now known to stimulate mining
enterprise. The United States, in advance of
further complete surveys, issued permits or licenses
to locate tracts of land for mining purposes, and
leases were o-ranted of these locations, which were
surveyed in a rectangular form, but seldom exactly
conforming to the survey lines subsequently estab-
lished. Companies were formed to work these
locations, and the remarkable developments soon
created a great excitement, until mining companies
furnished a greater source of speculation than
wildcat banking. Nevertheless the companies
very generally were got up for actual mining, and
spent much time and money in developing their
property. The earliest companies were not incor-
porated. In 1847, the Legislature remonstrated
aofainst the action of the oovernment in leavino-
the ricrhts of these lessees in a condition of un-
certainty, and urged that such action be had as
34
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
24
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CHAP. X V . ]  HOUGH TON'? D EAT H .  MIN ING. 529 
of his firs t  season,  on  the I 3th of October, r 845 ,  
Dr. Houghton was overtaken by a storm whi le in  
a small boat near Eagle River, and perished. All 
the important notes of his season ' s  work we r lost 
wi th him. H is death was deeply mou rned th rough­
ou t the State. It was an irreparable loss to the 
Upper Pen insu la, for his place was not fil led by 
those who partook h is  v iews or bel ieved in h i s  
plans ; and a system which wi th di l igence and sa­
gaci ty was feasible ,  and in al l respects adm irabl e ,  
was dropped . All the su bsequ ent explorations 
have been independent and fragmentary. 
Enough was now known to stimulate min ing 
enterprise .  The U ni ted States, in advance of 
further complete su rveys, issued permi ts or l icenses 
to locate tracts of land for m in ing pu rposes, and 
leases were granted of these locations, which vle re 
surveyed in  a rectangular form, bu t seldom exactly 
conforming to the survey l ines subsequently estab­
l i shed. Companies were formed to work these 
locations ,  and the remarkable developments soon 
created a great excitement, un ti l  m in ing compan ies 
furn ished a greater source of speculation than 
wildcat banking. N evertheless the companies 
very generally _ were got up for actual min i ng, and 
spent  much time and money in developino- their 
property .  The earl iest  compan ies were not i ncor­
porated. I n  r 8 4 7 ,  the Legislatu re remon trated 
against  the action of the government in leaving 
the rights of these lessees in a condition of un ­
certainty, and u ro-ed that such action b had a s  
34 
530 MINING DIFFICULTIES. [Chap. XV.
to remove doubts as to their title. The lands
were afterwards sold and conveyed in fee simple.
The supplies to the early mines were taken
up to the Sault by vessels or steamboats. There
they were carted, and afterwards carried upon a
short tram-railway, to the head of the rapids, and
taken further by coasting boats, until a vessel or
two could be obtained. The first propellers and
steamers on Lake Superior, were moved past
the Rapids in a sort of cradle or frame, on rollers.
In 1 85 1, or 1852, the last of these steamers, the
Sam Ward, was taken over in the same way. From
the landing places the supplies were taken back
to the mines on pack-horses or mules in summer,
and with dog-trains or sleds in winter. The
mineral, until roads were made, came down to the
landings chiefly during the winter on sleds.
The enormous expense of supplies, and the
loss of money by inexperience and extravagance,
rendered most of the first enterprises costly, and
many of them were ruinous. But the spirit ot
enterprise was proof against all these trials, and
the country became a scene of busy labor and
great activity. Its early settlers, as was natural
in such a region, were men of intelligence and
enlarged ideas, and their influence has been per-
manent. Few countries have had a larger share
of valuable citizens, or a- smaller number of
drones or paupers.
After the sale of the railroads, and the re-
newal of activity in business, which had begun to
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530 M I N I NG D I F FI CULTIES. [CHAP. X V .  
to remove doubts as to their t itle .  The lands 
were afterwards sold and conveyed in fee s im ple .  
The supp l ies  to the early mines were taken 
up to the Saul t  by vessels or steamboats. There 
they were carted, and afterwards carried upon a 
short tram-rai lway, to the head of the rap ids, and 
taken further by coasting boats, un til a vessel  or 
two could  be obtained .  The firs t  propel lers and 
steamers on Lake Superior, were moved past 
the Rapids in a sort of cradle or  frame, on rol lers .  
I n  I 8 5 r ,  or r 8 5 2 ,  the last of these steamers ,  the 
Sam Ward, was taken over in the same way. From 
the landing places the supplies were taken back 
to the mines on pack-horses or mules in summer, 
and with dog-train s or  sleds i n  winter. The 
mineral, u n til roads were made, came  down to the 
landings chiefly during the winter on sleds .  
The enormous  expense of  supplies, and the 
loss of money by inexperience and extravagance, 
rendered most of the first  enterprises costly, and 
many of  them . were ru inous .  But the spiri t  of 
enterprise was proof against all these trials, and 
the cou n try became a scene of  busy labor and 
great act1v1ty. I ts early settlers, as was natu ral 
i n  su ch a region ,  were men of  in tel l igence and 
enlarged ideas, and thei r in fluence has been per­
manent. Few countries have had a larger share 
of valuable c itizens ,  or  a. sm al ler  number of 
drones or pau pers .  
After the sale of the rail roads, .and the re­
newal of activity in business, which had begun to 
Chap. XV.J ASYLUMS. 531
bring out the public resources more evidently, the
attention of the people was turned to some objects
which had been neglected, chiefly from want of
means. At this time the penitentiary at Jackson
was the principal institution directly maintained by
the State. The number of persons disabled from
ordinary pursuits began to attract consideration.
In 1848, preliminary steps were taken to provide
asylums for the deaf, dumb and blind, and for
the insane. Commissioners were appointed to
select locations, and erect buildings, and put the
institutions in operation ; and eight sections of salt
lands were appropriated. At that time the number
of such asylums in the United States was not
large, and their requirements were not well under-
stood. The Board determined, before doing more,
to get such a thorough knowledge of the different
asylums as would enable them to act discreetly,
and to secure such further appropriations as they
should find necessary. Chancellor Farnsworth
visited in person all the institutions of that kind
in the United States. Dr. Pitcher and Mr. Bela
Hubbard had made a study of the treatment of
insanity, and were well informed upon the con-
dition of the principal asylums. The Insane
Asylum had received liberal offers at Kalamazoo,
including a tract of ten acres, which was by many
supposed to be large enough. Governor Barry
and Chancellor Farnsworth secured the selection
of one hundred and sixty acres, by agreeing to
retain it if not confirmed, and finally it was wisely
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CHAP. X V .J ASYLU M S .  531  
bring ou t the publ ic resou rces more evidently, the 
atten tion of the people was tu rned to some obj ec ts 
w�ich had been neglected, chiefly from want of 
means .  At this time the pen itentiary at Jackson 
was the princ ipal i nst i tu tion directly maintained by 
the State. The number of persons  d isabled from 
ordinary pursu i ts began to attract consideration . 
I n  1 848 ,  prel iminary steps were taken to provide 
asylu ms for the deaf, dumb and bl i nd ,  and for 
the i nsane.  Commission ers were appointed to 
select locations, and erect bu i ldings, and put  the 
i nst itut ions i n  operati.on ; and e ight sections of sal t 
lands were appropriated. At that time  the nu mber 
of such asylums in  the U ni ted States was not 
large, and the ir  requ i rements were not well u nder­
stood .  The Board determined, before doing more 
to get such a thorough knowledge of the differen t 
asylums as wou ld enable them to act discreetly, 
and to secure such further appropriations as they 
should find necessary. Chancellor Farnsworth 
vis i ted i n  person all the ins  ti tu t ions of that kind 
in the Un i ted States .  Dr. Pitcher and Mr. Bela 
Hubbard had made a study of the treatment of 
insani ty, and were well i nformed upon the con ­
d it ion of the princ ipal asylums .  The I nsane 
Asylum had received l ibe ral offers at Kalamazoo, 
i ncluding a tract of ten acres, which was by man; 
supposed to be large enough. Governor Barry 
and Chancellor Farnsworth secu red the selection 
of one hu ndred and s ix ty acres by agreein - to 
retain i t  i f  not confirmed, and finally i t  was .v isely 
632 ASYLUMS. UNIVERSITY. NORMAL SCHOOL. [^hap. XV.
determined by the Legislature to appropriate
enough not only to procure this land, which was
a good bargain, but to build a very different
building from what at first they had been disposed
to provide for. In due time it was finished and
equipped, and, under its accomplished superinten-
dent Dr. Van Duzen, has been well managed and
very successful in curing or alleviating the maladies
of many patients, whose lives have been lightened
by its kindly ministrations. The Asylum for the
Deaf and Dumb, and the Blind, was established
at Flint under similar precautions, and has done
great good.
The University graduated its first academic
class in June, 1845. Thereafter it continued to
grow steadily. In 1848, the Medical Department
was organized, which in a few years took rank
with the best in the country. The union school
system was becoming popular, and it was found
important to provide a training school for teach-
ers. Normal schools were as yet experimental,
and the statute of 1849, which established the
State Normal School, gave to the Board of
Education a wide discretion as to its system. Its
object was not only to impart such knowledge as
would benefit teachers already well educated, but
to educate them. Instruction was also to be given
in the mechanic arts, in aoricultural knowledo^e
and science, and in the fundamental laws of the
country, and other matters bearing on the duties
of citizens. This school was established at Ypsi-
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5 3 2  AS Y LUMS.  UN I V E R S I T Y .  NORMAL SCHOOL. LCttu. XV . 
determined by the Legislature to appropriate 
enough not only to procu re this land,  which was 
a good bargain ,  bu t to bu i ld  a very different 
bui ld ing from what at first  they had been disposed 
to provide for. In due time it was fin ished and 
equ ipped, and,  u nder its accomplished superinten­
dent Dr. Van Du zen ,  has been well managed and 
very successful  in cu ring or allev iating the maladies 
of many patien ts, whose l ives have been l ightened 
by i ts k indly min istrations .  The Asylum for the 
Deaf and Dumb, and the Bl ind ,  was established 
at Fl in t  u nder similar precau tions, and has done 
great good. 
The University graduated its first academic 
class i n  J une, 1 845 . Thereafter i t  continued to 
grow steadily. I n  1 848 , the Medical Department 
was organized,  which in a few years took rank  
with the best i n  the cou ntry. The un ion school 
system was becoming popu lar, and i t  was found  
importan t  to provide a train ing school for  teach­
ers .  Normal schools were as yet experimental ,  
and the statu te of  r 849, which established the 
State Normal School ,  gave to the Board of 
Education a wide discre tion as to i ts sy�tem.  I ts 
object was not on ly to im part such knowledge as 
would benefit teachers already well  educated,  bu t 
to educate them.  Instruction was also to be  given 
i n  the mechanic arts, i n  agricultu ral knowledge 
and scie nce, and in the fu ndamental laws of the 
coun try, and other matte rs bearing on the du ties 
of citizens .  This school was establ ished at Ypsi-
Chap. XV.] LAND OFFICE. CAPITAL 533
lanti, and has been continued on a comprehensive
plan, which is undoubtedly wiser than confining it
to the machinery and tactics which to some minds
seem to make up the equipment of teachers.
The Board of Education was found to be a valu-
able body for other public purposes, and has suc-
ceeded to a laro-e course of duties.
In 1843, the State lands, apart from the educa-
tional and special funds, had become important
property, and a State Land Office was established,
which had control given to it of the entire body
of State lands, whether held in trust or otherwise.
The Superintendent of Public Instruction was re-
lieved from the care of lands. The office was
fixed at Marshall, where it remained until removed
to Lansing, under an act of 1849.
Several colleges were from time to time created
under special charters, in different parts o^ the
State. Some of them became quite successful
and some still remain so. The great portion of
them never kept up their organization.
The Constitution of 1835 left the temporary
location of the State Capital subject to legislative
discretion until 1847, when it was to be per-
manently located. When that time came there
was much difficulty in agreeing upon any of the
existing towns, several of which received consider-
able support, but none a majority. A suggestion
was finally made to locate it near the geographical
centre of the State, without selecting a town of
present importance, and it was fixed in the town
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CHAP. XV.]  LAN D OFFICE.  CAP I TAL 533 
lanti ,  and has been continued on a comprehe nsive 
plan ,  which is  u ndoubtedly wiser than confin ing it  
to the machinery and tactics  which to some minds 
seem to make up the equ ipment of teachers .  
The Board of Education  was found  to  be a valu ­
able body for other pu bl i c  pu rposes, and has su c­
ceeded to a large cou rse of du ties .  
In 1 843 , the State lands, apart from the edu ca­
tional and special funds, had become importan t  
property, a nd  a State Land Office was establ ished, 
which had control given to i t  of the en tire body 
of State lands,  whether held in tru st or otherwise .  
The Superintendent of Public I nstruction  was re­
l ieved from the care of lands.  The office was 
fixed at Marshal l ,  where i t  remained un ti l  removed 
to Lansing, u nder an act of 1 849 . 
Several colleges were from time to time created 
under special charters, in d ifferent parts o f  the 
State . Some of them became qu ite successful  
and some st i l l  remain so. The great portion of  
them never kept  up  their  organ i zation .  
The Constitu tion of I 835  left the temporary 
location of the State Capi tal subj ect  to legislative 
d iscretion u ntil 1 8 47 ,  when it was to be per­
manently located .  When that time came there 
was much difficulty in  agreeing upon any of the 
existing towns, several of which rece ived consider­
able support, bu t none a majority. A suggestion 
was finally made to locate i t  near the geograph ical 
cen tre of the State , withou t electing a town of 
I resent imp rtance ,  and it was fixed in th town 
534 CAPITAL REMOVED TO LANSING. [Chap. XV.
of Lansing, in Ingham County. Proposals had
been made by parties interested in that township
to procure its location on their lands. The Legis-
lature determined, however, to require its location
by disinterested commissioners, who might consider
the proposals made by those parties or any others,
but were to act on their own best judgment.
The school section in that township had not been
sold, and, as it was a very eligible spot, it was
determined to place the Capital there. This not
only gave the school-fund the benefit of having
the seat of government laid out upon it, but was
probably as good a choice as could have been
made. The position is handsome and well adapted
to a city. Although its isolation retarded its
growth, it is now increasing rapidly, and in the
road to prosperity. A Capitol building was put
up in a very few months, and intended to serve
but a temporary purpose ; while a larger and
finer building-site was set apart for the future
permanent edifice. Fortunately the temporary
building was retained until the State was disposed
to substitute another worthy of permanence ; and
before the end* of the coming year the entire
business of the commonwealth will be centred in
a large and stately Capitol, fair in its proportions,
and having, if as well managed hereafter as here-
tofore, no reminder of fraud or peculation to mar
the popular pride in the undertaking. All the
moneys devoted to it have been honestly and
faithfully expended.
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534 CA PIT A L  REMOV E D  T O  LANSING. [CHAP. XV . 
of Lans ing, in I ngham County.  Proposals had 
been made by parties interested in that township 
to procure its location on thei r  lands.  The Legis­
latu re determined ,  however, to requ ire i ts location 
by dis interested commissioners, who might consider 
the proposals made by those parties or  any others ,  
bu t were to act on their  own best j udgment. 
The school section in  that township had not been 
sold,  and, as i t  was a very el igible spot, it was 
determined to place the Capital there .  This not 
only gave the school-fund  the benefit of having 
the seat of government la id out  upon it, but was 
probably as good a choice as could have been 
made.  The position is handsome and well adapted 
to a city. Although its isolation retarded i ts 
growth, it is now increas ing rapidly, and in  the 
road to prosperi ty. A Capitol bui lding was pu t 
u p  i n  a very few months, and intended to serve 
but a temporary purpose : whi le a larger and 
finer bu ildi ng-site was set apart for the futu re 
permanent edifice. Fortunately the temporary 
bu ilding was retained u ntil the State was disposed 
to substitu te another worthy of permanence ; and 
before the end · of the coming year the enti re 
business of the commonweal th will be centred in  
a large .and stately Capitol ,  fa i r  i n  its proportions, 
and having, if  as well managed hereafter as here­
tofore, no reminder  of frau d  or pecu lation to mar 
the popular pride in  the u ndertaking. All  the 
moneys devoted to it have been honestly and 
faithfu lly expended. 
Chai'. XV.] NEW CONSTITUTION CONTEMPLATED
535
There were several circumstances which led the
minds of the people towards a revision of the Con-
stitution. It could have been amended easily, but
it was supposed a new instrument might be made
more homogeneous. Probably the chief cause of
the chanee was the va2:ue desire that sometimes
o-ets abroad to revolutionize or alter affairs, without
any fixed plan or object. Other States had made
sweeping revisions, and Michigan should follow
them. There were, nevertheless, some subjects on
which there had been agitation and warmth.
By amendments already in force, the power to
borrow money had been much circumscribed, and
the cabinet officers as well as judges had been
made elective, thus divorcing the Governor from
the rest of the executive department, and destroy-
ing his chief executive function and responsibility.
It was still claimed that he had influence remain-
ing that might be used corruptly or unfairly for
his own benefit, and that the Legislature were also
exposed to sinister influences. The charges which
were bandied about, if they had any force, would
almost go to demonstrate the failure of free gov-
ernment entirely. But, such as they were, they
had some weight in the adoption of a constitution,
with many very good features, but which intimates
from first to last that no one is to be trusted.
The abuse of the appointing power had been
prevented by taking it away. But there is little
in the history of Michigan to indicate its abuse.
There had been a series of senatorial elections.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
24
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
CH AI'. X V . )  NEW CONSTITUTION CONTEMPLATED.  5 3 5  
There were several ci rcu mstances which led the 
minds of the people towards a revision of the Con­
s titution .  I t  could have been amended easily, bu t 
i t  was supposed a new instrument m ight be made 
more homogeneous .  Probably the chief cause of 
the change was the vague desire that sometimes 
gets abroad to revolu tion ize or alter affairs, withou t 
any fixed plan or object. Other States had made 
sweeping revis ions ,  and Michigan should follow 
them.  There were, nevertheless, some subjects on 
which there had been agitation and warmth . 
By amendments al ready in  force, the power to 
borrow money had been much circumscribed, and 
the cabinet officers as well as judges had been 
made elective, thus  divorcing the Governor from 
the res t  of the execu tive department, and destroy­
ing his chief executive function and responsibil i ty. 
It was sti l l  claimed that he had influence remain­
ing that might be u sed corruptly or un fairly for 
his own benefit, and that the Legislatu re were also 
exposed to s inister i nfluences .  The charges which 
were bandied abou t, if they had any force, would 
almost go to demonstrate the failu re of free gov­
ernment ent irely. But, such as they were, they 
had some weight in the adoption of a constitu tion , 
with many very good featu res bu t which intimates 
from first  to last that no one is to be trusted . 
The abuse of  the appointing power had been 
prevented by taking i t  away. Bu t there is  l i ttle 
in the history of M ichigan to indicate i ts abu se.  
There had been a series of enatorial election 
536 SUPPOSED ABUSES. [Chap. XV.
which are not beHeved to have been the result of
any pecuHar executive influence, but which were
in the heat of discussion charged to that, and
which led to a constitutional inhibition ag^ainst the
selection of a governor as senator. This, however,
has been regarded as beyond the popular control,
and inoperative. The succession of the Senate is
a proper item of State history, and was as follows.
As already seen, Lucius Lyon and John Norvell
were elected Senators in 1835. By the allotment
in the vSenate when they were admitted, Mr.
Lyon's term was made to expire in 1839, ^^^ M^-
Norvell's in 1841. The Legislature of 1839 elec-
ted Mr. Porter, a Whig, — Mr. Mason, the Gover-
nor, being a Democrat. In 1841, the Whig Leg-
islative nomination was given to Mr. Gordon, the
Lieutenant Governor ; but a secret arrangement
was made by the Democratic members with some
Whig members to support Governor Woodbridge,
who was elected. The next vacancy occurred in
1845, when the Democrats were in power, and
John S. Barry was Governor. Mr. Porter, of
course, was left out. General Cass had returned
to Michigan, and had been in 1844 prominent be-
fore the Democratic National Convention as a
Presidential candidate ; and, through Mr. Van
Buren's influence, had been defeated by Mr. Polk.
He was so manifestly the proper man for senator
that he was elected at once. In 1847, when Gov-
ernor Woodbridge retired, Alpheus Felch was
Governor. He had been Auditor General and
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536 SU PPOSED ABUSES . [CHAI'. XV . 
which are not bel ieved to have been the resul t  of 
any pecul iar executive influence,  bu t whi ch were 
i n  the heat of discussion charged to that, and 
which led to a const i tu tional inh ibit ion against the 
sel ection of a governor as senator. This ,  however, 
has been regarded as beyond the popular control , 
and inoperative. The succession of  the Senate i s  
a proper i tem o f  State history, and was as  follows.  
As already seen,  Lucius Lyon and J ohn  N orvell  
were elected Senators in I 8 3 5 .  By the allotment  
i n  the  Senate when they were adm itted, M r. 
Lyon 's  term was made to. expire in  I 839 ,  and Mr. 
N orvel l ' s  i n  I 84 i .  The Legislatu re of  I 839  elec­
ted Mr. Porter, a Whig,-Mr. Mason, the Gover­
nor, being a Democrat. I n  I 8 4 1 , the Whig Leg­
islative nomination was given to Mr. Gordon ,  the 
Lieutenant Governor ; bu t a secret arrangement  
was made by the Democratic members with some 
Whig members to support Governor Woodbridge, 
who was elected . The next vacancy occurred i n  
I 845 , when the Democrats were i n  power, and 
J ohn S. Barry was Governor. M r. Porter, of 
cou rse, was left out. General Cass had returned 
to Michigan ,  and had been i n  I 844 prom inent  be­
fore the Democratic National Convention as a 
Presidential cand idate ; and ,  through M r. Van 
Bu ren 's  influence,  had been defeated by M r. Polk .  
H e  was so man i festly the  proper m an for senator 
that he was elected at once.  In I 847, when Gov­
ernor Woodbridge reti red, Alpheus Felch was 
Gove rnor. He had been Auditor  General and 
Cmap. XV.] SENATORIAL ELECTIONS. 537
Judge of the Supreme Court, resigning his latter
office upon his election as Governor, in the fall
of 1845. The Legislature of 1847 elected Gover-
nor Felch to the Senate. This was the second
instance of a governor thus honored.
In 1847, Epaphroditus Ransom, then Chief
Justice, was elected Governor, and assumed his
executive duties in January, 1848. General Cass
was that spring nominated for the Presidency
against General Zachary Taylor, and resigned his
seat in the Senate. The Legislature was not in
session, and the power of appointment fell to the
Governor, who appointed Thomas Fitzgerald to
fill the vacancy until the Legislature should meet.
It was then thought, by those who anticipated the
election of General Cass, that Governor Ransom
would become the colleague in the Senate of his
predecessor in both offices, Governor Felch.
General Taylor's election, as it did not change
Michigan politics, left General Cass again the
most suitable choice for the Senate, and he was
again elected by common consent. No other
Senatorial elections took place until after the
new Constitution took efiect.
In these cases Governor Woodbridge was
elected by the opposing party, and Governor
Felch never was suspected of being elected on
any ground but his fitness for the place. The
fear that one office would be used to obtain
another, was not based on any actual success of
that kind. But when people become suspicious,
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CHAP. XV.] EN A TO R IA L  ELECTIONS. 5 3 7  
J u dge of the Su preme Court, resigning h is  latter 
office upon his election as Gove rnor, i n  the fall 
of r 845 . The Legis latu re of I 847 elected Gover­
nor Felch to the Senate . This was the second 
instance of a governor thus honored. 
In I 847 ,  Epaphroditu s Ransom, then Chief 
J ustice, was elected Governor, and assumed his 
execu tive du ties in January, I 848 .  General Cass 
was that spring nominated for the Pres idency 
against General Zachary Taylor, and resign ed his 
seat in  the Senate. The Legislatu re was not i n  
session, and  the power of  appointment fel l  to  the 
Governor, who appointed Thomas Fitzgerald to 
fill the ':_acancy u n ti l  the Legislature shou ld meet. 
I t  was then thought, by those who anticipated the 
election of General Cass, that Governor Ransom 
would become the colleague in the Senate of his 
predecessor m both offices, Governor Felch. 
General Taylor' s election, as i t  did not change 
Michigan polit ics, l eft General Cass again the _ 
most suitable choice for the Senate, and he was 
again elected by common consent .  No other 
Senatorial elections  took place un til after the 
new Cons ti tu ti on  took effect. 
In these cases Governor Woodbridge was 
elected by the opposing party, and Governor 
Felch never was suspected of being elected on 
any ground but his fitness for the place. The 
fear that one office would be used to obtain 
another, was not based on any actual su ccess of 
that kind . But when people become suspic ious, 
588 CORPORATE MONOPOLIES. [Chap. XV
and look out for grievances, any hint will arouse
their suspicions.
Another evil was more obvious. The existing
Constitution prevented general corporation laws,
and no corporation could exist without special
charter. In the early days of the State, railroad
and bank charters were given to any one who
asked them, and so were charters for all pur-
poses. These charters contained no personal
liabiHty clauses, and were generally very ill-
guarded against abuse. As contracts, they had
become irrevocable. A host of banks had failed,
and now there were not over about half a dozen
in the State, and their charters were approaching
an end. There was a great popular fear of their
multiplication, and some jealousy of their renewal.
The new railroad companies had been given very
liberal charters when they bought their roads
from the State, and there were strong assurances
against competition. As the necessity for new
roads arose, there were difficulties about securing
charters. It was found that at each session the
•Legislature was beset by an importunate and ag-
o-ressive lobby, who became an intolerable nuis-
ance, and threw suspicion on the honesty of
every thing they favored. Charges were freely
made of corruption, and a decision, either for or
against a corporate interest, was subject to be
impugned. All these scandals arose from corpor-
ations under special charters, or persons desiring
or opposing the grant of new charters. A very
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538 CO R PO RATE MON O POLI ES . fCHA.P. XV 
and look ou t for  grievances, any h int  wi l l  arouse 
the i r  suspic ions .  
Another evi l  was more obviou s. The ex1stmg 
Constitut ion preve nted general corporation laws, 
and no corporation cou ld exist withou t special 
charter. In the early days of the State, rai l road 
and bank charters we re given to any one who 
asked them, and so were charte rs for all pu r­
poses .  These charte rs con tai ned no personal 
l iabi l i ty clauses,  an d were gen eral ly very i l l ­
guarded against  abuse.  As con tracts, they had 
become i rrevocable .  A host of banks had failed, 
and now there were not over about  half a dozen 
in  the State, and their  charte rs were approaching 
an end. There was a great popular fear of the ir  
mul tip l ication , and some j ealousy of the ir  renewal . 
The new rail road com panies had been given very 
l ibe ral charte rs when they bought the ir  roads 
from the State, and there were strong assu rances 
against  compet1 t1on .  As the necess ity for new 
roads arose, there were difficul ties abou t s ecu ring 
charte rs . I t  was fou nd that at each sess ion the 
Legislatu re was beset by an im portunate and ag­
gressive lobby, who became an intolerable nu is­
ance ,  and threw suspic ion on the honesty of 
every th ing they favored . Charges were freely 
made of corruption,  and a decis ion,  either for or 
against a corporate interest, was subject to be 
impugned.  Al l these scandals arose from corpor­
ations under spec ial charte rs, or  persons desiring 
or opposing the grant of new charte rs . A very 
CiiAr. XV.] NEW CONSTITUTION. SLAVERY. 539
general feeling was aroused In favor of changing
this system, and making provision for general
corporation laws, creating no individual privileges.
These and other less defined discontents led
to the calling of a new Constitutional convention,
which met at Lansing in 1850, and prepared the
Constitution under which we now live, which was
adopted by popular vote, and took effect on the
first of January, 1851.
The period between the Mexican war and the
adoption of the Constitution of 1850 was largely
taken up with discussions on the question of
slavery in the Territories, and this postponed the
civil government of New Mexico, and California
and the other acquired lands, until settled by the
Compromise of 1850. The Michigan Legislature
passed repeated and strong resolutions in favor
of suppressing the slave trade in the District of
Columbia, and preventing its existence in any of
the acquired territory. In 1850, the admission of
California as a free State was insisted upon, and
the question of passing measures of harmony
was entrusted to the discretion of the Senators
and Representatives in Congress. This resolution
and one in favor of the free navigation of the
St. Lawrence, closed the work of the last Legis-
lature under the old Constitution.
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C11Al'. XV.]  NEW CONSTITUTION . SLAV ERY. 539 
general feel ing was aroused in favor of changing 
this  system, and making provis ion for general 
corporation laws, creating no i ndividual privi leges .  
Thes� and other less  defined discontents led 
to the cal l ing of a new Consti tu tional convention,  
which met  at Lansing in 1 8 50, and prepared the 
Constitu tion u nder  which we now l ive,  which was 
adopted by popular vote and took effect on the 
first  of January, r 8 5 r .  
The period between the Mex ican war and the 
adoption of  the Constitu t ion of I 8 50 was largel) 
taken up with discussions on the question of 
slavery in the Territories, and this postponed the 
civ i l  government of New Mexico, and Cal ifornia 
and the other acqui red lands, un ti l  settled by the 
Compromise of I 8 50. The Mich igan Legislature 
passed repeated and strong resolu tions in favor 
of suppressing the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia, and preventing its existence in any of 
the acqu i red territory .  In I 850, the admission of 
Californ ia as a free State was insisted upon, and 
the question of pass ing measu res of harmony 
was entru sted to the discretion of the Senators 
and Representatives i n  Congress .  This resolution 
and one in favor of the free navigation of the 
St. Lawrence, closed the work of the last Legis­
latu re under the old Constitution . 
CHAPTER X V I .
MICHIGAN UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 185O.
The Convention which met in 1850 agreed
upon a constitution, some parts of which were re-
enactments, although in different language, of what
had already been in force. Some very important
changes, however, were introduced, and some re-
markable restrictions.
The judicial system was changed by making,
for the present, eight circuit judges, (whose
number might be enlarged) with supreme court
powers, instead of supreme court judges with
circuit powers. The judges were to hold office
for six years, and the courts were to have law
and equity powers. County courts were abolished,
and the jurisdiction of justices of the peace was
raised to three hundred dollars, with power to
increase it to five hundred dollars — subject to
such exceptions as should be provided by law.
After six years, a separate supreme court with
four judges, was authorized to be created. The
Upper Peninsula was under the jurisdiction of a
district court, which might ultimately be changed
to a circuit court. Grand juries were not abolished,
but it became lawful to dispense with them. Im-
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C H A P T E R  X V I .  
�1 I C H I G AN U N DER T H E  CON 'TITUTI ON OF I 8 50. 
THE Convention which met in 1 8 50 agreed 
upon a const itu tion) some parts of which were re­
enactments, although in d ifferen t language, of what 
had al ready been in  force. Some very important 
changes, however, were i n troduced, and some re­
markable restri ctions .  
The j ud icial system was changed by making, 
for the present, eight c i rcu i t  j udges, (whose 
number might be enlarged) with supreme cou rt 
powers, in stead of supreme cou rt j udges with 
ci rcu i t  powers. The j udges were to hold office 
for six years, and the cou rts were to have law 
and equ i ty powers .  Cou nty cou rts were abolished, 
and the j u risdiction of ju stices of the peace was 
raised to three hu ndred dollars, with power to 
increase it to five hu ndred dol lars - subject  to 
such exceptions as shou ld be provided by law. 
After  six years, a separate supreme cou rt with 
four j udges, was authorized to be created. The 
U pper Pe n insu la was under the j u risdiction of a 
di strict cou rt, which m ight u l t imately be changed 
to a ci rcu i t  c_ou rt. Grand j u ries were not abol ished, 
but i t  became law ful to d ispen se with them. I m -
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prlsonment for debt, except in cases of fraud and
fiduciary or official misconduct, was forbidden.
The sessions of the Legislature were to be
held once in two years, instead of annually, and
both senators and representatives to be chosen for
one legislative term. Representatives were to be
elected from single districts, except that in cities
and townships entitled to more than one member,
all were to be chosen by one ticket. Special
acts of incorporation could no longer be passed
except for municipal purposes. All other than
municipal corporations were to be organized under
general laws. Every law was required to be con-
fined to a single object, specified in its title, and
not to take effect within ninety days after the
adjournment of the Legislature, without a two-
thirds vote of all the members elected to each
house ; and the yeas and nays were required on
the passage of all statutes. Amendments could
only be made by re-enacting at length the section
as amended. No private claim could be audited
or allowed by the Legislature, and a two-thirds
vote was required for every act appropriating
money to private or local purposes. License laws
for the sale of intoxicating liquors were forbidden.
All revenue for ordinary purposes was re-
quired to be raised by annual taxes, but specific
taxes on corporations were to be applied on the
State debt, and after its extinguishment paid over
to the primary school fund. All interest on the
educational trust funds was payable out of specific
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prisonment for debt, except in cases of fraud and 
fiduciary or official misconduct, was forbidden . 
The sessions of the Legislatu re were to be 
held once in two years, instead of annually, and 
both senators and representatives to be chosen for 
one legislative term. Representatives were to be 
elected from single d istricts, except that in  cities 
and townships entit led to more than one member, 
all were to be chosen by one ticket. Special 
acts of i ncorporation could no longer be passed 
except for mun icipal purposes. All  other than 
municipal corporations were to be organized under 
general laws. Every law was required to be con­
fined to  a s ingle  obj ect, specified in  its titl e , and 
not  to take effect within n inety days after the 
adjou rnment of the Legislatu re, withou t a two­
thirds vote of all the members elected to each 
house  ; and the yeas and nays were requi red on 
the passage of all s tatu tes. Amendments could  
only be  made by  re-e nacting a t  length the section 
as amended. No private claim could be audited 
or allowed by the Legislatu re, and a two-thirds 
vote was requ ired fo r every act appropriating 
money to private or local pu rposes. License laws 
for the sale of intoxicating l iquors were forbidd@n . 
All  revenue for ordinary pu rposes was re­
quired to be raised by annual taxes, bu t specific 
taxes on corporations we re to be applied on the 
State debt, and afte r its extingu ishment paid O \  er 
to the primary school fu nd .  All in terest on  th 
educational trust fu nds wa payable out of specific 
542
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taxes. No debts (except for war purposes) could
be incurred beyond fifty thousand dollars, and the
State could not aid or be interested in either
corporate stock, or works of internal improve-
ment, except in expending grants for the latter
purpose. State credit could not be loaned or
granted in aid of persons or corporations. Taxes
(not specific) were to be levied on property
assessed at its cash value.
Agricultural leases, upon rents, were confined
to twelve years, and corporation lands, except
where used for corporation purposes, could not
be left unsold beyond ten years. Careful guards
were placed upon the subjecting of private pro-
perty to purposes of public utility.
No revision of the statutes was to be made,
but compilations of existing laws were permitted.
This was done by Judge Thomas M. Cooley, in
1857, and by Judge James M. Dewey in 1871.
All State and judicial offtcers were made elec-
tive, subject to impeachment for misconduct.
Judges were made removable, on the concurrent
resolution of two-thirds of both houses. By a
subsequent amendment, other State officers were
removable for misconduct, by the executive.
The Governor had, as before, the qualified
veto power, and a power to reprieve and pardon
after conviction, (except on impeachment.)
The elective franchise was originally confined
to white male citizens, and persons who had
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54 2 CONSTITUTIONAL P RO V ISIONS. [CHAI'. X V I .  
taxes. No debts (except for war pu rposes) could 
be incu rred beyond fifty thousand dollars, and the 
State cou ld not  aid or  be i n terested i n  eithe·r 
corporate s tock, or  works of in te rnal improve­
ment, except in expending grants for the latter 
purpose. State credit could  not be loaned or 
granted in  aid of  persons  or  corporations .  Taxes 
(not  specific) were to be levied on property 
assessed at i ts cash value .  
Agricultu ral l eases, u pon ren ts ,  were confined 
to twelve years, and corporation lands,  except 
where u sed for corporation purposes, cou ld  not  
be l eft u nsold beyond ten years. Careful  guards 
were placed u pon  the subj ecting of  p rivate pro­
perty to purposes of publ ic  u ti l i ty .  
No revis ion of  the statutes was to be made,  
but compilations  of existing laws were permitted. 
This was done by J udge Thomas M .  Cooley, i n  
1 8 5 7 , and  by J udge James M.  Dewey i n  1 8 7 r .  
Al l  State and judicial officers were made elec­
tive, subject to impeachment  for misconduct. 
J udges were made removable,  on the concu rrent  
resolu tion of two-thirds of  both houses.  By a 
subsequent  amendment, other State officers were 
removable for m isconduct, by the execu tive .  
The Governor had, as before, the qual ified 
veto power, and a power to rep rieve an d pardon 
after conviction ,  (except on impeachment. )  
The elective franchise was original ly confined 
to white male citizens, and persons who had 
CiiAP. XVI. J CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS.
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declared their intentions to become citizens six
months before election, and resided in the State
two years and six months. Civilized native
Indians not connected with any tribe could
also vote. By subsequent amendment, the word
" white " was stricken out, but an amendment
permitting women to vote was defeated.
The school funds were provided for as before,
except that the ultimate destination of specific
taxes and of the proceeds of escheated lands, was
to be added to the primary school fund. Free
schools were to be kept in each district, at least
three months in the year. Provision was made
for an agricultural school, for benevolent institu-
tions, for the Normal School, and for public li-
braries in every township, and all fines for the
breach of penal laws were devoted to these
libraries.
The University was put under an elective board
of regents, consisting of eight members, elected at
the same time and in the same districts with the
circuit judges, except that the vote of the Upper
Peninsula was attached to that of the third circuit.
In 1863, the Board was made elective by the State
at large, for terms of eight years, two members
retiring every two years.
Homestead exemptions of property to the value
of fifteen hundred dollars, (not alienable or subject
to incumbrance except by joint act of husband
and wife if belonging to married persons,) were
secured ; and the property of married women was
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CHAP. X V I . ]  CONSTI TUTI O N A L  PROV ISIONS.  54 3 
declared their  in tent ions to become c1t1zens six 
months before election ,  and res ided in  the State 
. two years and six months .  Civ i l i zed native 
I ndians not connected with any tribe could 
also vote.  By su bsequent  amendment, the word 
" white ' '  was s tricken ou t, but an amendment 
permitting women to vote was defeated. 
The school fu nds were provided for as before, 
except that the u l t imate destination of specific 
taxes and of the proceeds of escheated lands, was 
to be added to the primary school fu nd.  Free 
schools were to be k�pt i n  each district, at least 
three months in the year. Provision was made 
for an agricultu ral school , for benevolen t insti tu ­
t ions,  for the N orm_al School ,  and for publ i c  l i ­
braries i n  every tow nship ,  and a l l  fines for the 
breach of penal laws were devoted to these 
l ib raries. 
The U n ivers i ty was pu t u nder an elective board 
of regents ,  consisting of eight members ,  elected at 
the same time and in the same districts wi th the 
c ircu i t  j udges, except that the vote of the Upper 
Pen insula was attached to that of the th ird c ircu i t .  
In  r 8 63 ,  the Board was made elective by the State 
at large, for terms of e ight years, two members 
reti ring every two years .  
H omestead exemptions of property to the valu e 
of fifteen hu ndred dollars, (not al ienable or  subj ect 
to i ncumbrance except by join t  act of hu sband 
and wife if belonging to married persons, )  we re 
secured ; and the property of married women was 
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secured to their sole use. Aliens bona fide resident
were given the same property rights as citizens.
Salaries of circuit judges, legislators, and exe-
cutive officers, were permanently fixed ; and sev-
eral provisions were adopted to exclude them
from leaving one office for another. Stationery
allowances to the Legislature were limited, and
public contracts were confined to the lowest
bidders.
This Constitution was much more specific than
that of 1835, ^^^ some of its provisions, — espe-
cially in regard to salaries, — have been found
troublesome. The guards against loans beyond
fifty thousand dollars, to meet revenue deficiencies,
were, on one occasion, when the treasury was
depleted by embezzlement, only prevented from
ruinous mischief by private liberality.
The history of the State, since the new Con-
stitution was adopted, has been prosperous but
not eventful, and there have been few striking
occurrences. Its release from the dangers of debt
and extravagance in public works, has left the
public business chiefly confined to the legitimate
oversight of the general interests. The expendi-
ture of grants of land for various works of im-
provement has involved some trouble and difficulty,
but no considerable pecuniary dealings. There
have been no home disturbances to break in upon
the public tranquillity, and not many cases of gross
official misconduct requiring the interposition of
the criminal laws. Nevertheless the course of
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secured to their  sole use. Al iens bona fide resident  
were given the same property rights as c itizens .  
Salaries of c i rcu i t  j udges, legislators, and exe­
cutive officers, were permanently fixed ; and sev­
eral provisions  were adopted to exclude  them 
from leav ing one office for another. Stationery 
allowances to the Legislature w ere l im ited , and 
publ ic con tracts were confined to the lowest 
bidders.  
This Consti tu t ion was much more specific than 
that of I 8 3 5 ,  and some of i ts provis ions, - espe­
cial ly in regard to salaries, - have been found 
troublesome. The guards agains t  loans beyond 
fifty thousand dollars ,  to  meet  revenue  deficiencies, 
were, on one occasion,  when the treasu ry was 
depleted by embezzlement , only prevented from 
ru inous m ischief by private l iberal i ty .  
The history of  the State, s ince the new Con­
stitu t ion was adopted, has been prosperous but 
not  eventful ,  and there have been few striking 
occurrences. I ts re lease from the dangers of debt 
and extravagance i n  publ ic  works,  has left the 
publ ic  bus iness chiefly confined to the legitimate 
oversight of the general in terests .  The expendi­
tu re of grants of lan d for various works of im­
provemen t has involved some trouble  and d ifficul ty. 
but no considerable pecu n iary deal ings .  There 
have been no home distu rbances to break i n  upon 
the publ ic tranqu i l l i ty, and not many cases of gross 
official misconduct requ i ring the in terposit ion of 
the criminal laws.  N evertheless the course of 
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affairs contains some thinp^s worth recordino- as
important if not remarkable.
Under the Constitution, Governor Barry con-
tinued in office until 1852. In 1851, an election
was to be held for a Governor to hold a single
year, until January, 1853, when the regular bi-
ennial term was to succeed. Robert McClelland
was elected for the short term, and re-elected for
the next two years, (1853-4,) and Andrew Parsons
was elected Lieutenant Governor. These were
succeeded by Kinsley S. Bingham in 1855, Moses
Wisner in 1859, Austin Blair in 1861, Henry H.
Crapo in 1865, Henry P. Baldwin in 1869, and
John J. Bagley in 1873.
The sessions of 1851 were mostly devoted to
such legislation as was necessary to accommodate
matters to the changed Constitution. Attention
was, however, called to the increased necessity for
a canal round the Falls of St. Mary's River ; and
Congress was addressed upon the subject. Reso-
lutions were also passed, both in 1851 and in
1853, calling upon the United States to protect
the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians in their Mich-
igan setdements, and asserting their quiet character
and advancement in industry and civilization. The
swamp lands which had been offered upon certain
conditions by the United States were also accepted.
By a series of laws since passed, diese lands
have been brought into market, made accessible
by roads, and largely disposed of to setders on
liberal terms. Many if not a majority of these
'6b
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CHAP. X V l . J  SUCCESSIVE GOV ER NORS . 54 5 
affairs contains  some things worth recording as 
important  if not remarkable .  
U nder the Constitu tion ,  Governor Barry con­
tinued in office un til I 8 5 2 .  I n  1 8  5 l ,  an election 
was to be held for a Governor to hold a s ingle 
year until January, 1 8 5 3 , when the regular bi­
enn ial term was to succeed. Robert McClelland 
was elected for  the short term , and re-elected for 
the next two years, ( l 8 5 3 -4, ) and Andrew Parsons 
was el ected Lieu tenant Governor .  These were 
succeeded by Kinsley S .  Bingham in r 8 5 5 , Moses 
Wisner in l 8 59, Austin  Blair in  l 8 6 1 ,  H enry H .  
Crapo in l 8 65 ,  Henry P. Baldwin in I 869, and 
J ohn J .  Bagley in 1 8 7 3 .  
The sessions o f  1 8 5 l were mostly devoted to 
such legislation as was necessary to accommodate 
matters to the changed Constitu tion .  Attention 
was, however, cal led to the i ncreased necessity for 
a canal �ou nd the Fall s  of St .  Mary's River ; and 
Congress was addressed upon the subj ect. Reso­
lu tions were also passed, both in I 85 r and in 
r 8 5 3 ,  cal l ing upon the Un ited States to protect 
the Ottawa . an d Chippewa I ndians in the ir  Mich­
igan settlements, and asserting their quiet  character 
and advancement in  industry and civil ization .  The 
swamp lands which had been  offered upon c rtai n 
conditions by the U ni ted States were also accept d .  
_ By a series o f  laws s ince passed, the e l anJs  
have been brought into market, made access i ble 
by roads ,  and largely disposed of to ettlers on 
l iberal terms. Many if not a majority of the e 
i:>5 
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lands have become or will become habitable, and
valuable.
In 1852, the United States granted 750,000
acres of land to build a ship canal at the Sault
de Ste. Marie. The State let the contract to re-
sponsible parties, for the appropriation, and the
canal was at once put in course of construction,
and finished in the spring of 1855. Its effect was
immediate in reducing mining expenses, and in
furnishing inducements to open and settle the
country. The towns began at once to increase,
and the subsequent growth of the iron and copper
regions was rapid. The work has since been
enlarged and improved at the expense of the
United States government.
In 1859, reports were received leading to the
belief that an easy communication could be had
with the Pacific by w^ater ways and natural roads,
requiring no improvement. It was stated that a
gentleman had come over from Puget's Sound to
St. Paul in a wheeled vehicle, in a very short time,
having met with no obstacles whatever .to hinder
his journey. After examining into the facts, the
Legislature memorialized Congress to establish a
tri-weekly mail between St. Paul's and Puget
Sound. The Northern Pacific Railroad had not
then been thought of
The Upper Peninsula, as already suggested,
was for a time connected with Wayne County,
for the purpose of electing regents of the Univer-
sity. This arrangement was made because, al-
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546 SAULT CANA L.  U PPER PENI NSULA. [CHAP. XVI.  
lands have become or will become habitable ,  and 
valuable .  
I n  1 8 5 2 , the Un ited States granted 7 50,000 
acres of land to build a sh ip canal at the Sau lt 
de Ste .  Marie .  The State le t  the contract to re­
sponsible parties, for the appropriation, and the 
canal was at once pu t in course of construction ,  
and fin ished in the spring of r 8 5 5 .  I ts  effect was 
immediate in  reducing mining expenses, and in 
fu rn ishing inducements to open and settle the 
coun try. The .towns began at once to increase, 
and the subsequent  growth of  the i ron and copper 
regions was rapid .  The work has since been 
enlarged and improved at the expense of the 
Uni ted States government. 
I n  I 8 5 9, reports were rece ived leading to the 
bel ief that an easy communication cou ld be had 
with the Pacific by water ways and natu ral roads, 
requiring no imp rovement. I t  was stated that a 
gen tleman had come over from Puget's Sound to 
St. Pau l i n . a wheeled vehicle ,  in a very short time ,  
having met with no obstacles whatever  . to hinder 
his j ou rney. After examining in to the facts, the 
Legislature mernorial ized Congress to establ ish a 
tri-weekly mail between St. Pau l ' s  and Puget 
Sound.  The N orthern Pacific Railroad had not 
then been thought of. 
The Upper Pen insu la, as al ready suggested , 
was for a t ime connected with Wayne County, 
for the purpose of electing regents of the U n iver­
s i ty. This arrangement  was made because, al-
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though geographically distant from Detroit, the
business connection was closer than with any other
part of the State. This led to another arrange-
ment, made on the same grounds of convenience.
In 1853, the Counties of Emmet and Cheboygan
were organized. Under the new Constitution they
could not longer remain connected with Mackinaw,
as that was in the Upper Peninsula, and no other
organized county was convenient. They were
accordingly attached to the Third Circuit. But
the real purpose of some of the parties concerned
arose out of a remarkable condition of affairs.
The Beaver Islands, in Lake Michigan, were
anciently the principal seat of the nation of the
Beavers or Amikoue, a tribe at one time held in
very high esteem, as supposed to be descended
from the Great Beaver. He was a mythological
being held second only to Michabou, or the Great
Hare, the most powerful spirit in the catalogue of
Indian divinities. When the remnant of the tribe
retired to Manitoualin Island, in Lake Huron, they
were succeeded in their old home by a band of
Ottawas, who in Charlevoix's time had become
good farmers, and emulated the Huron s in ao^ri-
cultural labors. During the Pontiac war it was
in close union with the settlement at L'Arbre
Croche, and was then, as it was long after, a place
held in some sort of mysterious reverence. By
the Treaty of March, 1836, with the Ottawas and
Chippewas, the Beaver Islands were specially
reserved for the Beaver Island Indians. The
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CHAP. XV I . ]  BEA VER ISLANDS. 54 7 
though geographical ly  distant from Detroit ,  the 
business connection was close r than with any other 
part of the State. This l ed to another arrange­
ment, made on the same grou nds of conven ience. 
In  1 8 5 3 , the Cou nties of  Emmet and Cheboygan 
were organized.  Under  the new Constitu tion they 
could not longer remain connected with Mackinaw, 
as that was in the U pper Pen insu la, and no othe r 
organized cou n ty was conven ient. They were 
accordingly attached to the Third Circu i t. Bu t 
the real pu rpose of some of the parties concerned 
arose ou t of a remarkable condition of affairs. 
The Beaver Is lands,  in Lake M ichigan,  were 
anciently the princ ipal seat of the nation of the 
Beavers or A1nikoue, a tribe at one time held i n  
very high esteem, a s  supposed to be  descended 
from the Great Beaver. He was a mythological 
being held second only to M£chabou, or the Great 
Hare, the most powerful spiri t  i n  the catalogue of 
I ndian divin i ties .  When the remnant of the tribe 
retired to Mani  toual in  I sland, in Lake H u ron ,  they 
were su<;ceeded in their old home by a band of 
Ottawas, who in Charlevoix 's time had become 
good farmers, and emulated the H u rons in agri­
cu l tu ral labors. During the Pon tiac war it was 
in close un ion with the settlem ent at L Arbre 
Croche, and was then ,  as it was long afte r, a place 
held in some sort of mysteriou s reverence .  By 
the Treaty of March, 1 8 3 6, with the Ottawa and 
Chippewas, the Beaver Islands were pecially 
reserved for the Beaver I sland I ndians.  The 
548 MIGRATORY JURISDICTION. Chai'. XVI.
Senate, in confirming this reservation, with others,
undertook to Hmit it to five years, unless permis-
sion was given by the United States to remain
longer. If made with white men, this would be
regarded as a somewhat singular method of deal-
ing with treaties, unless subsequently ratified.
How far any steps were taken legally under this
change in the treaty it may not be easy to deter-
mine. But in 1847, ^ township was created called
the Township of Peaine, including the Beaver
Islands as a part of Mackinaw County, and
establishing the place of meetings at Beaver
Island Harbor, " at the store of A. Cable."' The
Constitution of 1850 placed all the islands in Lake
Michigan in the region known as the Upper
Peninsula. But in 1853 the County of Emmet
(formerly named Tonedagone from a chief of
note,) was organized, and the Township of Peaine
was expressly recognized as a part of it. The
county was attached to the Third Circuit, and the
judge of that circuit held court at St. James, the
principal settlement and county seat, on the largest
Beaver Island. In 1855, Manitou County was
organized, out of the various clusters of islands in
the northern part of Lake Michigan ; and St. James
was made the county seat until another was
provided. In 1871, after having been organized
six years, the county was attached to Mackinaw
for court purposes, '' until other provision is made
by law for holding a court in said County ol
Manitou." In 1865, it was attached to Leelenaw.
It has since become independent again.
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54 8 M IGRATORY J U R I S DI CTION . C H AP. X V I .  
Senate, m confirming this reservation,  with others, 
u ndertook to l imit  it to five years, u nless perm is­
sion was given by the Un ited States to remain 
l onger. I f  made with wh ite men ,  this would be 
regarded as a somewhat singular method of deal­
ing w ith treaties ,  un less subsequently ratified. 
H ow far any steps were taken legal ly u nder this 
change in  the treaty it may not be easy to deter­
mme.  Bu t  in  I 847 ,  a township was created cal led 
the Township o f  Peaine ,  incl uding the Beaver 
I slands as a part of Mackinaw County, and 
establ ishing the place of meetings at Beaver 
I sland Harbor, " at the store of  A. Cable . "  The 
Constitution of  I 8 50 placed al l  the islands in  Lake 
M ichigan i n  the region known as · the Upper 
Peninsula.  But i n  1 8 5 3  the County of Emmet 
(formerly named Tonedagone from a chief of  
note , )  was organ ized, and the Township of  Peaine 
was expressly recognized as a part of  i t .  The 
cou n ty was attached to the Third C i rcu it ,  and the 
j udge of that c ircu i t  held court at  St. J ames,  the 
p rincipal settlement  and cou n ty seat, on the largest 
Beaver I sland.  In  1 8 5 5 ,  Manitou Cou nty was 
organized, out of the variou s cl usters of islands in 
the northern part of  Lake Michigan ; and St. James 
was made the cou nty seat un til another was 
p rovided.  I n  I 8 7 I ,  after having been organ ized 
six years, the cou nty was attached to Mack inaw 
for cou rt purposes, " u nti l  other provision is made 
by law for holding a cou rt in said Cou nty of 
Man itou ."  I n  1 8 65 ,  i t  was attached to Leelenaw. 
It  has s ince become independent again .  
Chav. XVI. J MORMON KINGDOM. 549
To understand this curious handling, it may be
explained in part by the colonization of the islands.
While there were some settlers on Beaver Island,
who, whether rightfully or wrongfully there, were
carrying on business peaceably, fishing and trading,
and in some instances farming, their quiet was
disturbed by the arrival of a considerable body
of Mormons, who had seceded from the main
body, and had come to establish a kingdom in the
old seat of the Indian Manitou. Their monarch
was King James the First — known to other
mortals as James J. Strang. He established his
court at St. James, and became an autocrat. The
unfortunate Gentiles, who had no legal title to their
lands, but who were probably expecting to pre-
empt them, were crowded off the island, and treated
as roughly as it was safe to treat them, being
robbed in such a way as to render it difficult to
establish any case against the wrong-doers. Here
for a time the isolation of the islands rendered
it easy to carry out the royal plans, and the
domain became in a certain sense prosperous under
its politico-ecclesiastical monarchy, which absorbed
a lion's share of the gains. Good stock was intro-
duced, — a newspaper established, — and the press
used for home purposes. Outsiders were not
desired or welcome. This state of things first
o
came into notice when the fishermen of Mackinaw,
and others engaged in various interests, came in
collision with the islanders; and a bitter feud
arose, but the Mormons held their own. No
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CHAP. XVI . J  M O R M O N  K I NGDOM . 549 
To understand this cu rious handling, it may be 
explained in part by the colonization of the islands. 
While there were some settlers on Beaver  Island, 
who, whether rightful ly or wrongful ly there, were 
carrying on business peaceably, fishing and trading, 
and in  some instances farming, their quiet  was 
disturbed by the arrival of a considerable body 
of Mormonst who had seceded from the main 
body, and had come to establish a k ingdom in  the 
old seat of the I ndian Manitou . Thei r  monarch 
was King James the First - known to other 
mortals as J ames J .  S trang. H e  establ ished his 
court at St . J ames,  and became an au tocrat. The 
u nfortunate Genti les ,  who had no legal titl e to their 
lands ,  but who were probably expecting to pre­
empt them,  were crowded off the island, and treated 
as roughly as it was safe to treat them,  being 
robbed in such a way as to render i t  difficu lt to 
establ ish any case against the wrong-doers. H ere 
for a time  the isolation of the i slands rendered 
it easy to carry out  the royal plans �  and the 
domain became in  a certain sense prosperous under 
i ts pol itico-ecclesiastical monarchy, which absorbed 
a l ion ' s  share of the gains .  Good stock was intro­
duced,-a newspaper establ ished,-and the press 
used for home pu rposes. Outsiders were not 
desired or  welcome. This  state of things fi rst  
came into notice when the fishermen of Mackinaw, 
and others engaged in  various interests, came in 
coll i s ion with the islande rs ; . and a bi tte r feud 
arose ,  bu t the Mormons held the ir  own . o 
550 MORMON AFFAIRS. [Chap. XVt.
adequate means existed for bringing them to
justice, by reason of some doubts touching their
legal jurisdictional position ; and the local offices
were all in the hands of the faithful, so that re-
dress was hopeless there. At last a case was got
up against them for an alleged interference with
the United States mail ; and the armed steamer
Michigan was sent up from Detroit, with officers to
arrest Strang and some of his chief followers.
The complaint, however, was not legally well-
founded ; and although the proceedings disclosed
much that was not creditable, and many of the
island people were shown up in an unpleasant
light, it did not appear that they had violated the
laws of the United States. Strang, as might have
been expected from his influence over the people,
turned out to be an intelligent and well educated
man, of pleasing address, and free from any
offensive ways among strangers ; and he became
personally popular with those who met him. He
improved his time by becoming well informed on
his legal condition and prospects, and appeared at
the next Legislature as member from Emmet.
He then procured the legislation which completed
its organization, and detached it from Mackinaw,
where everybody was hostile. His demeanor in
the Legislature was such as to command respect,
and he was reckoned a useful member. During
the interval before the next Legislature, the feel-
ings of the neighboring fishermen became very
bitter, and the general course of things did not
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5 5 0  MOllMON AFFAillS. [CHAP. X V I .  
adequate means existed for bringing them to 
j ustice, by reason of some doubts touching thei r  
legal j u risdictional posit ion ; and the local �ffices 
were all in  the hands of the faithful ,  so that re­
dress was hopeless there .  At last  a case was got 
up against  them for an al leged in terference with 
the U nited States mail ; and the armed steamer 
Michigan was sent  up  from Detroit, with officers to 
arrest Strang and some of his chief fol lowers .  
The complaint, however, was not  legal ly well­
fou nded ; and although the proceedings disclosed 
much that was not creditable, and many of the 
island people were shown up in an unpleasan t 
l ight, it did not appear that they had violated the 
laws of the Un i ted States .  Strang, as might have 
been expected from his influence over the people, 
tu rned out to be an i n tel l igent  and well educated 
man, of pleasing address, and free from any 
offens ive ways among strangers ; and he became 
personally popular with those who met him.  H e  
improved his time by becoming well informed on 
h is  legal condit ion and prospects, and appeared at 
the next Legis latu re as member from Emmet .  
He then  procu red the legislation which completed 
its organization ,  and detached i t  from Mackinaw, 
where everybody was hosti le .  H is demeanor in  
the Legislatu re was such as  to command respect, 
and he was reckoned a useful member. Du ring 
the i n terval before the next Legislatu re, the feel­
ings of the neighb9ring fishermen became very 
bitter, and the general course of th ings did not 
Chap. XVI.] SPOILING THE SPOILERS. 551
change. But at last Strang was murdered, while
entering the steam ship Michigan, which was lying
at the wharf on the island. After his death, the
people of the mainland revenged themselves on
his followers by an organized raid, in which nearly
everything removable was carried off as booty,
and confiscated, or in the phrase of the captors,
(borrowed from some former unpleasant island
experiences of their own when they were victi-
mised) " consecrated!' The island was now in the
Upper Peninsula District, and in the absence of
any organized county government it was difficult
to dispense justice there. Attempts were made at
Mackinaw to bring the spoilers to a reckoning,
but the prosecutions all failed for lack of evidence,
and might also, perhaps, have been affected by
public prejudice. As lawlessness had only pre-
vailed against what was believed to have been
quite as bad or worse lawlessness, the result was
not as shocking to the popular sense of justice as
it would have been under other circumstances.
The plunder included some valuable and expensive
property, — among other things several handsome
boats, and the largest and finest mules that were
ever seen in the State. The subsequent legal
condition of the islands, harried and abandoned,
is easily accounted for, and their practical outlawry
was not singular.
The whole upper country was for many years
shut out from easy access, from seven to eight
months in the twelve. The law required two
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CHAP. XVI . ]  SPOILING THE SPOI LERS.  55 1 
change. But  at last Strang was murdered, while 
entering the steam ship M ichigan , which was lying 
at the wharf on the is land.  Afte r h is death, the 
people of the main land revenged themselves on 
h is  followers by an organized raid, i n  which nearly 
everything removable was carried off as booty, 
and confiscated, or i n  the phrase of the captors, 
(borrowed from some former unpleasant i sland 
experiences of thei r  own when they were victi­
mised) " consecrated." The island was now in the 
Upper Peninsula District, and in the absence of 
any organized coun ty government  it was difficult  
to dispense jus tice there .  Attempts were made at  
Mackinaw to bring the spoilers to a reckon ing, 
but the prosecu tions all failed for lack of evidence, 
and might  also, perhaps, have been affected by 
public prejudice .  As lawlessness had only pre­
vailed ag_ainst  what was believed to have been 
qui te as bad or  worse lawlessness,  the result  was 
not as shocking to the popular sense of j ustice as 
it wou ld have been u nder other c ircumstances. 
The plunder i ncluded some valuable and expens ive 
property,-among other things several handsome 
boats, and the largest and finest mules that were 
ever seen in the State. The subsequent legal 
condition of the is lands, harried and abandoned, 
is easily accounted for, and the i r  practical ou tlawry 
was not s ingular .  
The whole upper  coun try was for many years 
shut out from easy access, from seven to eight 
months in the twelve. The law requ ired two 
552 LAW IN THE NORTH. [Chap. XVI.
terms of court to be held in each year, in ever}''
county, and of course these came quite near
together ; while, between the latest fall and earli-
est spring or summer term, there was a very
long interval. They were fortunate in obtaining,
in the Honorable Daniel Goodwin, a judge of
great legal knowledge and experience, who did
business promptly, and was seldom appealed
from. Neither judge nor bar resided in the
Upper Peninsula ; and from November till May
or June, legal proceedings were often left in very
inexperienced hands. In a scattered population,
containing very few legally qualified as jurors, it
was sometimes troublesome to fill a panel of
either grand or petit jurors who were both com-
petent and disinterested. No county buildings
were furnished in some of the counties, and in
some the prison was unfit for winter habitation,
if they had one at all. Accordingly it was inevi-
table that many irregularities should exist, and
that the people winked at things which they could
not improve. In one county a serious riot
occurred in midwinter, where the case went
beyond the powers of a justice of the peace ;
and a worthy gentleman who was circuit court
commissioner assumed the duty recommended by
the old saw, est boni judicis ampliare jiirisdictioneui,
and tried and sentenced the offenders to a long
imprisonment. As he was the only one who
could issue a habeas corpus in the absence ot
Judge Goodwin, the imprisonment was as effectual
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552 LAW I N  T H E  NORTH. [CHAI'. XV I .  
terms of court to be held in each year, i n  every 
county, and of cou rse these came qu ite near 
together ; while ,  between the latest fall and earl i ­
est spring or  summer term, there was a very 
long interval . They were fortunate in obtaining, 
in the H onorable Daniel Goodwin ,  a judge of 
great legal knowledge and experi ence, who did 
bu siness promptly, and was seldom appealed 
from .  Neither j udge nor bar resided in the 
L pper Pen insula ; and from November t i l l  May 
or J u ne,  legal proceedings were often left in  very 
inexperienced hands . I n  a scattered popu lation ,  
contam mg very few legally ·qualified as j u rors ,  i t  
was sometimes troublesome to fill a panel of 
e i ther grand or  pet i t  j u rors who were both com­
petent and disin terested. No county bu i ldings 
were fu rnished in some of the counties, and in 
some the prison was unfit  for winter  habitation ,  
i f  they had one at  all .  Accordingly i t  was inevi­
table that many i rregu larities shou ld  exist, and 
that the people winked at things which they cou ld  
no t  improve. I n  one  county a seriou s riot 
occu rred in m idwinter, where the case went 
beyond �he powers of a j ustice of the peace ; 
and a worthy gentleman who was c ircu i t  cou rt 
commissioner assumed the du ty recommended by 
the old saw, est boni judz'cis amp!i"are furisdictioneni , 
and tried and sentenced the offenders to a long 
imprisonment. As he was the only one who 
could issue a habeas corpus in the absence of  
J u dge Goodwin ,  the imprisonment was as  effectual 
Chap. XVI.] IRREGULAR JUSTICE. LIQUOR LAWS. 553
as if it had been legal ; and as it was deserved,
the sentence was popularly approved. An action
for false imprisonment was defeated by the re-
moval of the defendant beyond any temporal
jurisdiction; but the damages likely to be assessed
by a jury of citizens for shutting up the disturb-
ers of the peace would not have impoverished
him if he had lived. A young Indian charged
with murder (committed, if at all in an Indian
carouse, and not aggravated) was allowed to go
at large without bail for several terms, and regu-
larly appeared promptly for trial until his case
was heard. He was wofully ignorant of the
customs of the whites in similar circumstances.
Speedy and irregular remedies were not much
blamed where there was great provocation ; and
the dangers of drunkenness among miners, which
rendered it necessary to keep liquor-sellers away
from the locations, sometimes led to their expul-
sion in a way more summary than comfortable.
With such temporary variations from the regular
process of law, there was a general respect for
substantial justice, and for the judgments of com-
petent tribunals, and no disposition to lawless
wronor.
In 1853, a prohibitory liquor law was passed
which was made to depend upon a popular vote,
and was therefore regarded as not legally enacted.
In 1855, a similar act was adopted by the Legis-
lature, without popular intervention, and sustained.
It continued in force until repealed in 1875, and
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CHAr. XVI . ]  IRREGULAR JUSTICE. LIQUOR LAWS. 553 
as if i t  had been legal ; and as i t  was deserved, 
the sentence was popularly approved. An action 
for false imprisonment was defeated by the re­
moval of  the defendant beyond any temporal 
j u risdiction ; bu t the dam ages l ikely to be assessed 
by a j u ry of citizens for shu tting up the distu rb­
ers of the peace would  not  have impoverished 
him if he had l ived.  A you ng Indian charged 
with mu rder (commi tted, if at all in an I ndian 
carouse, and not aggravated) was allowed to go 
at large wi thout bail for several terms, and regu ­
larly appeared promptly for trial un ti l  his case 
was heard. H e  was wofully ignorant of the 
customs of the whites in similar c ircumstances. 
Speedy and i rregu lar remedies were not much 
blamed where there was great provocation · and 
the dangers of drunkenness among miners,  which 
rendered i t  necessary to keep l iquor-sel lers away 
from the locations,  sometimes led to thei r expul­
s ion in a way more summary than comfortable .  
With such temporary variations from the regular 
process of law, there was a general respect for 
substantial j ustice, and for the judgments of com­
petent  tribu nals ,  and no disposition to lawless 
wrong. 
I n  1 8 5 3 , a prohibitory liquor law was passed 
which was made to depend u pon a popular vote, 
and was therefore regarded as not legally enacted.  
In 1 8 5 5 ,  a s imi lar act wa adopted by the Legis­
latu re, withou t popular i n terv ntion and sustained. 
I t  continued in  force unti l  repealed in I 7 5 ,  and 
554 UNIVERSITY. [Chap. XVI.
replaced by a series of taxing and regulating
statutes, which have been much more faithfully
enforced, and have accomplished much good.
The new board of regents of the University
were required to appoint a president, who, in
addition to his duties in the college, was to be
chairman of the regents, but without a vote.
They selected the Rev. Henry P. Tappan, D.D.,
an accomplished scholar and able man, who
remained in that post until 1863, when, after a
prolonged controversy with the regents, arising
mainly out of differences as to the prerogatives
of his office, he was removed. His place was
filled by the appointment of Rev. Erastus O.
Haven, D.D., who in turn, upon resigning, was,
(after an interval during which Dr. Frieze was
acting president) followed by the present able
and estimable incumbent Dr. James B. Angell.
During Dr. Tappan's administration, the Univer-
sity was more completely organized, several
important changes were devised to enlarge and
vary its courses of study, and it made great
advancement. An observatory was contributed by
private subscriptions, chiefly by his procurement,
and the library, museums, and other accessaries,
were increased and improved. His plans were
liberal, and his aims were very high. The Uni-
versity has been conducted in the main according
to the views with which he had planned to con-
duct its scholastic courses, and its success is
largely due to his liberal ideas. The unpleasant
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554 UNIVERS ITY . [CHAP. XVI.  
replaced by a series of taxing and regulating 
statutes, which have been much more faithfully 
enforced, and have accomplished much good. 
The new board of regen ts of the University 
were requ ired to appoint  a president, who, in 
addition to his duties in the college, was to be 
chai rman of the regents ,  but without a vote. 
They selected the Rev. H enry P. Tappan , D. D. ,  
an accompl ished scholar and able man,  who 
remained in  that post un ti l  1 863 ,  when ,  after a 
prolonged controversy with the regen ts ,  aris ing 
main ly out of differences as to the prerogatives 
of his office, he was removed. H is place was 
filled by the appointment of Rev. Erastus 0 .  
Haven,  D . D . ,  who in  turn,  upon resigning, was, 
(after an interval during which Dr. Frieze was 
acting presiden t) followed by the present able 
and estimable incumben t  Dr. James B .  Angel l .  
Du ring Dr. Tappan ' s  admin istration ,  the U n iver­
sity was more completely organized, several 
importan t changes were devised to enlarge and 
vary its cou rses of study, and i t  made great 
advancement. An observatory was contributed by 
private su bscriptions,  chiefly by his procu rement, 
and the library, museums, and other accessanes, 
were increased and improved. H is plans were 
l iberal , and his aims were very high . The Un i­
ve rs ity has been conducted in  the main according 
to the views with which he had planned to con ­
duc t its scholastic cou rses, and its success 1s 
largely du e to his l iberal ideas. The unpleasan t 
Chap. XVI.]
LAW SCHOOL. 555
difficulties which terminated in a change of presi-
dents, necessarily led to much controversy and
heat, amonor those who did not view them in the
same way, nor understand all the facts alike.
In 1859, the law department was added, which
completed the original scheme. Its principal aim
is to teach the law in its various branches as now
developed in this country from a common-law
origin, historically and scientifically as well as
practically. Its success has been satisfactory, and
its pupils, who have been received from all parts
of North America, as well as occasionally from
foreign parts, have furnished their fair proportion
of men of note, and successful lawyers. The
faculty first chosen consisted of Thomas M. Cooley,
Charles I. Walker and James V. Campbell, all of
whom were then or since on the State bench.
Judge Cooley has become eminent as a legal
author. Judge Walker has, in addition to profes-
sional eminence, rendered great public services in
various departments of social science and philan-
thropic labors and researches, and has exceptional
familiarity with the history of the Northwest.
Professors Pond, Kent and Wells are also dis-
tinguished and scholarly lawyers.
The University fund, in 1837, received a loan
from the State by an advance of $100,000 of
bonds, the proceeds of which were used in build-
ing and other preliminary outlays. Interest on
this had been deducted annually from the income
of the fund. By a transfer to the State of the
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CllAP. XVI.1 LAW SCHOOL. 5 5 5  
difficu l ties which terminated in  a change of  presi­
dents ,  necessarily led to much controversy and 
heat, among those who did not view them in the 
same way, nor understand all the facts al ike. 
In  1 8 5 9, the law department was added, which 
completed the original scheme. I ts principal aim 
is to teach the law in i ts various branches as now 
developed in  this country from a common- law 
origin ,  historical ly and scientifical ly as well as 
practically. I ts success has been satisfactory, and 
its pu pils ,  who have been received from all parts 
of North America, as wel l  as occasionally from 
foreign parts, have fu rnished their  fair p roportion 
of men of note, and successful  lawyers. The 
facul ty first  chosen consisted of Thomas M. Cooley, 
Charles I .  Walker and James V.  Campbell , all of 
whom were then or s ince on the State bench. 
J udge Cooley has become eminent as a legal 
author.  Judge Walker  has, in addition to profes­
s ional eminence, ren dered  great publ ic  services in 
various departments of social science and philan­
thropic labors and researches, and has exceptional 
famil iarity with the history of the Northwest . 
Professors Pond, Kent and W ells are also dis­
tinguished and scholarly lawyers . 
The U nivers i ty fu nd,  i n  I 8 3 7 , received a loan 
from the State by an advance of $ 1 00,000 of 
bonds, the proceeds of which were used in bu ild­
ing and other prel iminary ou tlays. I n terest on 
this had been deducted annually from the income 
of the fu nd. By a transfer  to the State of the 
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property in Detroit, now occupied by the city
hall, and by the sale of a large amount of lands
for interest-bearing State warrants which were
cancelled, this debt had been reduced, and probably
more than paid ; but, either from misapprehension,
or as was claimed, from a re-statement of the
account, this interest, after the removal of the
Capital and the re-organization of the State offices
at Lansing, re-appeared as an annual charge, to
its full original amount of six per cent, on
5^100,000. The Legislature of 1853, without at-
tempting to settle the obscure facts, directed a
remission of the interest for two years, which was
afterwards made permanent. In 1867, a tax was
authorized in aid of the University, of one-
twentieth of a mill on the dollar, which has since
been continued, under a limitation that it shall not
exceed $50,000 before the year 1881, when a new
equalization of assessments will be made. In 1871,
Governor Baldwin urged the claims of the Univer-
sity very strongly upon the Legislature, and an
appropriation was made to build a central univer-
sity hall, which has since been completed. Gover-
nor Bagley was instrumental in procuring further
appropriations to complete the hall, and meet other
pressing necessities.
The position of this institution, which is a
necessary part of the system of public education,
and which has been, nevertheless, mainly fostered
by the United States endowment, will undoubtedly
secure it liberal treatment in the future, and
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property m Detroit, now occupied by the c ity 
hall ,  and by the sale of a large amount  of lands 
for interest-bearing State warrants which were 
cancel led,  this debt had been reduced, and probably 
more than paid ; bu t, eithe r from misapprehension , 
or as was claimed, from a re-statement  of the 
accou n t, this in terest, after the removal of the 
Capital and the re-organization of the State offices 
at Lansing, re-appeared as an annual charge, to 
i ts full original amoun�  of six per cent. on 
$ 1 00,000. The Legislatu re of 1 8 5 3 , w ithou t  at­
tempting to settle the obscu re facts, di rected a 
remission of the in terest for  two years ,  which was 
afterwards made permanent. I n  r 867 ,  a tax was 
authorized in aid of the U niversity, of one­
twentieth of a mi l l  on the dol lar, which has s ince 
been continued, u nder a l imitation that i t  shal l  not 
exceed $50,000 before the year I 88 r ,  when a new 
equal ization of  assessments w i l l  be  made.  In  r 87  r ,  
Governor  Baldwin u rged the claims of the U n iver­
si ty very strongly upon  the Legislatu re, and an 
ap propriation was made to bu i ld  a central u niver­
sity h a l l ,  which has s ince been completed. Gove r­
nor Bagley  was i nstrumental in p rocu ring fu rther  
· appropriations to  complete the hall ,  and  meet  other 
pressing necessit ies .  
The posit ion of this i nstitu tion ,  which is a 
n ecessary part of the system of publ ic  edu cation,  
and which has been,  nevertheless, mainly fostered 
by the U nited States endowment, wil l  undoubtedly 
secu re it l iberal treatment  in  the fu tu re, and 
Chap. XVI. J HOMa.OPATHY. WOMEN ADMITTED. 557
place it, where it ought to be, as a thoroughly
State institution, necessary to State prosperity,
and entitled to the same liberal support which is
due to all public instrumentalities that serve high
and useful purposes.
There have been some subjects of warm dis-
cussion which are now mostly settled. For
many years a desire was felt by those who
approve the homoeopathic system of medicine, and
who compose a considerable body of citizens
represented in the Legislature, to have provision
made for instruction in their tenets. The diffi-
culty of introducing opposing systems into the
same institution prevented for several years a
pleasant solution of the question. By establishing
a separate school at the University for teaching
the views of homoeopathy, so far as they do not
harmonize with other medical teachings, and by
taking away from every professor any danger of
responsibility for views which he does not approve,
all reasonable grround for trouble seems to be
removed, and justice is done to both systems.
The education of women in the University was
also introduced after long doubting. When the
controversy first arose, the Michigan University
was found to differ from most of the colleges in
the country in furnishing no rooms or boarding-
facilities to students. These were all expected to
procure board and lodging for themselves, and re-
sort to the University only for the purposes of
attending recitations, lectures, and public exercises,
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
25
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
C HAP.  X V I . J  HOMCEO PATHY .  WOM EN ADMITTED. 5 5 7  
place i t, where i t  ought to  be ,  as  a thoroughly 
State ins ti tu tion ,  necessary to State prosperi ty, 
and entitled to the same l iberal support which is 
due to all publ ic instrumentalit ies that serve high 
and useful  purposes .  
There have been some subjects of warm dis­
cuss10n which are now mostly settled . For 
many years a desi re was fel t  by those who 
approve the hom�opathic system of medicine, and 
who compose a considerable body of citizens 
represented in  the Legislatu re, to have provision 
made for instruction in their tenets .  The diffi­
cul ty of in troducing opposing systems in to the 
same i nsti tu tion prevented for several years a 
pleasant  solu tion of the question .  By estab] ishing 
a separate school at the U niversity for teaching 
the views of hom�opathy, so far as they do not 
harmonize w ith other  medical teachings, and by 
taking away from every professor any danger of 
responsibi l ity for views which he does not approve, 
al l  reasonable ground for trouble seems to be 
removed, and j ustice is done to both systems. 
The education of women in the Un iversity was 
also in troduced, after  long doubting. When the 
controversy fi rst arose,  the Michigan U nive.rsity 
was found to differ from most of the colleges in 
the coun try in furn ishing no rooms or boarding 
facil it ies to students .  These were al l  expected to 
procure board and l odging for themselves, and re­
sort to the U niversity only for the purposes of 
attending recitations ,  lectu res, and public exercises, 
• 
558 FEMALE EDUCATION. [Chap. XVI.
or for consulting books in the library. The
adverse views of nearly all the other college facul-
ties did not take this into the account. Most of
the objections urged against the education of
women and men in the same classes were theore-
tical, and many were inapplicable to such a state
of things as existed in Ann Arbor. The exper-
iment was one which could not have been long
postponed without creating worse difficulty, and
it was felt that if it failed, after a fair trial, it
could not at any rate do any serious harm to try
it. The branches of the University had female
scholars, and our union and high schools had
found no trouble in teaching them. The exper-
iment has been entirely successful. The ladies
who have entered the University have been equal
in all respects to their tasks, and have not been
kept behind by either mental or physical dis-
abilities. They have been treated with delicate
respect by their associates, and have been entirely
independent of any unwelcome companionship.
The learning which sat so gracefully on Lady
Jane Grey and Mrs. Somerville, and did not pre-
vent the fair Professors of Bologna from possess-
ing any of the feminine accomplishments, cannot
unsex their successors now, and is as wholesome
and harmless discipline, to those who choose it,
as any other pursuit can be. And if there are
men who think unworthily of women, or women
who deserve no admiration, neither of them are likely
to fall into such unworthiness in the pursuit of
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558 F EMALE EDUCATION . [CHAP. XVI. 
or for consult ing books in the l ibrary. The 
adverse views of nearly all the other col lege facu l­
t ies did not take this  i n to the account. Most of 
I 
the obj ections u rged against the education of 
women and men in  the same classes were theore­
tical, and many were i nappl icable to such a s tate 
of things as existed in An n Arbor. The exper­
iment  was one  which could  not have been long 
postponed withou t  creating worse difficu l ty, and 
i t  was fel t  that  i f  i t  failed, after  a fair trial, it 
could not at any rate do any serious harm to try 
it .  The branches of the Un iversity had female 
scholars, and our u n ion and high schools had 
fou nd no trouble in teaching them.  The exper-
iment has been entirely successfu l .  The ladies 
who have en tered the U nivers ity have been equal 
in all respects to the ir  tasks, and have not  been 
kept behind by e i ther mental or  physical dis­
abilit ies. They have been treated with del icate 
respect by the ir  associates, and have been entirely 
i ndependent  of any unwelcome companionship.  
The learn ing which sat so graceful ly on Lady 
J ane Grey and M rs .  Somervil le ,  and did not pre­
vent the fair Professors of Bologna from possess­
ing any of the femin ine accomplishments ,  cannot 
unsex their successors now, and is as wholesome 
and harmless discipl ine ,  to those who choose i t, 
as any other pursuit  can be. And if there are 
men who think unworthily of women,  or women 
who deserve no admiration ,  ne ither of them are l ikely 
to fall i n to such u nworthiness in  the pursu i t  of 
Chap. XVI.) JUVENILE OFFENSES. 559
sound learning. The accomplishments which pro-
duce no refinement are not those of the college
class room.
The admission of women to the study of
medicine has been so admirably approved by its
results, that all who are not prejudiced beyond
reason perceive how much has been gained by it.
There is one decided advantage among female
students. None go into any of the departments
of a university for the mere name of it. There
are no attractions for any but those who wish to
improve their faculties. It is not likely they will
ever attend in as large numbers as men. But
those who do enter will probably — as they cer-
tainly have done heretofore — keep fully even with
their classes.
In 1855, the first steps were taken towards
establishing a separate place of detention for
young offenders. It has gone through different
experiences, and has not been uniformly managed.
In many cases, courts and magistrates have
apparently lost sight of the rules of law which
prohibit the punishment of children as criminals
until they have reached years of discretion, and
have allowed them to be convicted of crime when
it was wickedly absurd to hold them to any such
responsibility, and was in plain violation of ele-
mentary rules of law. The gentlemen who have
had the duty of managing the institution have
been usually humane men, and have devoted
time and patience to bringing good from the
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sound learning. The accomplishments which pro­
duce no refinement are not those of the college 
class room. 
The admission of women to the study of 
medicine has been so admirably approved by its 
resul ts ,  that all who are not prejudiced beyond 
reason perceive how much has been gained by it .  
There is one decided advan tage among female 
students. N one go into any of the departments 
of a un ivers ity for  the mere name of it .  There 
are no attractions for any but those who wish to . 
improve their  facult ies .  I t  is not l ikely they wil l 
ever attend in  as large numbers as men . Bu t 
those who do enter  will probably-as they ce r­
tain ly have done heretofore-keep fu lly even with 
their classes .  
I n  I 8 5 5 ,  the first  steps were taken towards 
establ ishing a separate place of detention for 
young offenders .  I t  has gone th rough different  
experiences, and has not been uniformly managed.  
I n  many cases, courts and magistrates have 
apparently lost sight of the ru les of law which 
prohibit the punishment of chi ldren as criminals 
un til they have reached years of discretion ,  and 
have allowed them to be convicted of crime when 
i t  was wickedly absurd to hold them to any such 
responsibil ity, and was in plain violation of ele­
men tary rules of law. The gentlemen who have 
had the du ty of m anaging the institution have 
been usually humane men,  and have devoted 
time and patience to bringing good from the 
560 YOUNG OFFENDERS. [Chap. XVI
system. As at present conducted, it is likely to
lead to important results. Such establishments
are curses instead of blessings, when they fall
into any but benevolent and patient hands ; and
when they are made to follow the analogies of
prisons, they present the shocking and cruel
anomaly of punishing those who, if responsible at
all, are only lightly responsible, more severely
and for longer periods than old offenders. And
what is still worse, they put trifling misdemeanors
on the same footing with deliberate murder.
Whatever benefits have been derived from this '
system have been due to the personal interven-
tion of its managers and of the State executive.
Its legal position, without this, leaves room
enough for gross abuses. When first organized
it simply provided a separate place of confine-
ment for persons sentenced, when under fifteen
years of age, — leaving the duration of each sen-
tence to be governed by the general laws. Now
the punishment for all juvenile offenders under i6
is by seclusion until they reach their majority,
unless discharged by the Board; so that in the
ordinary course of things, unless interfered with,
the youngest children undergo the longest term
of punishment. Until this becomes legally and *
entirely — what it has been made partially in good
hands — an asylum and not a prison, its position
cannot but be regarded as dangerously peculiar.
A most valuable and humane scheme was
adopted in 1871, under the recommendation of
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system.  As at presen t  conducted, i t  i s  l ikely to 
lead to important  resu l ts .  Such establ i shments 
are cu rses i nstead of bless ings, when they fall 
i n to any but  benevolen t  and patient  hands ; and 
when they are made to follow the analogies of 
prisons,  they p resent  the shocking and cruel  
anomaly of pun ishing those who,  i f  responsible at 
all ,  are only l ightly respons ible ,  more severely 
and for longer periods than old offenders.  And 
what i s  st i l l  worse,  they pu t trifl ing m isdemeanors 
on the same foot ing with del ibe rate murder. 
Whatever benefits have been derived from thi s  
system have been due to the personal i n terven­
tion of i ts  managers and of the State execut ive .  
I ts l egal pos1t10n ,  withou t this ,  l eaves room 
enough for gross abuses .  When first  organ ized 
i t  s imply provided a separate place of confine­
ment for  person s  sentenced, when u nder fifteen 
years of age,-leaving the duration of each sen­
tence to be governed by the general laws.  Now 
the punishment for all j uveni le offenders u nder I 6 
is by seclus ion u nti l  they reach the i r  maj ority, 
u nless d ischarged by the Board ; so that in the 
ordinary cou rse of thi ngs, u nl ess i n terfered with , 
the you ngest chi ldren  undergo the longest term 
of punishment. Unti l  thi s  becomes legal ly  and 
enti rely-what i t  has been made partial ly in good 
hands-an asylum and not  a prison, i ts pos1 t1on 
cannot bu t be regarded as dangerously pecul iar. 
A most valuable and humane scheme was 
adopted i n  r 8 7 r , u nder the recommendation  of  
Chap. XVI.] CHARITIES. 56 I
Governor Baldwin, whereby much wiser provision
is made for die prevendon of juvenile depravity.
A law was then passed to establish a State Public
School, for dependent and neglected children.
This is fixed at Coldwater ; and the plan, which
has been well devised and carefully put in execu-
tion under the personal care of Governors
Baldwin and Bagley, is apparently judicious, and
well adapted to promote the welfare of the neg-
lected young persons who are thus snatched from
vicious surroundings. The appointment of State
agencies to look after the cases of children
charged with crime, and see that they are
humanely and wisely dealt with, has added great
safeguards against mischief.
A commission was also organized in 1871 for
the general supervision of penal, pauper, and
reformatory institutions, including also the asylums
for the deaf and dumb, blind and insane. Hons.
Charles I. Walkei% Heniy W. Lord, Z. R. Brock-
zuay and Uzziel Putnam as commissioners, with
the efficient services of Hon. Charles M. Croszuell
as secretary, and with the active aid and sympathy
of the executive, have already done great and
good service in their beneficent mission. The
progress of the State in works of benevolence
and mercy, under the leading of its last and pre-
sent Governors, has been very great, and creates
a most honorable part of her history. More work
of this sort has been done within the last eight
years than in all her previous experience. It was
36
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CHAP. XVI . ]  C H A R I T I ES . 56 l 
Governor Baldwin ,  whereby much wiser prov 1s 1on 
is .made for the prevention of j uven i le  depravity.  
A _law was then passed to establ ish a tate Publ i c  
School ,  for  dependent  and neglected chi l d ren . 
This is  fixed at Coldwater ; and the plan,  which 
has been well devised and careful ly  put in execu ­
t ion under the personal care of  Govern ors 
Baldwin and Bagley, is apparen tly j u dicious ,  and 
well adapted to promote the welfare of the neg­
l ected you ng persons who are thu s  snatched from 
vic ious  su rrou ndings .  The appoin tment  of  State 
· agencies to look after the cases of ch i ld ren  
charged with cri.me ,  and  see that they are 
humanely and w isely deal t with, has added great 
safeguards against m ischief. 
A commission was also organ ized in I 8 7  r for 
the general superv is ion of penal , pau per, and 
reformatory inst itu tions, including also the asylums 
for the deaf and dumb, b l ind  and insane .  Hon s .  
Charles I. Walker, Hen17 W Lord, Z. R.  Brock-
way and Uzzz'el Putnanz as commiss ioners, w i th 
the efficient services of Hon .  Charles M Croswell 
as secretary, and with the acti.ve aid and sympathy 
of the execu tive, have al ready done great and 
good se rvice i n  the ir  beneficent mi  s ion.  The 
progress of the State in works of benevolence 
and mercy, under the l eading of its last and pre­
sen t Governors ,  has been very great, and creates 
a most honorable part of her  h istory .  More work 
of th is sort has been done within th la t e ight 
years than i n  al l  her  previous experience .  I t  was 
36 
562 GRAND JURIES DISCONTINUED [Chap XVI
contemplated by the founders of the State, and
not neglected ; but within the last few years both
education and humanity have received much more
attention, and have been much more wisely and
earnestly fostered than ever before.
In 1859, an important change was made in
criminal prosecutions. Under the Constitution of
1850, grand juries had ceased to be obligatory,
but had not been abolished. In 1857, a new
criminal court was created in Detroit, and prose-
cutions were allowed to be conducted in it by
information. This change was introduced by
Hon. Alexander W. Buel, who had principal
charge of drawing up the charter. At the session
of 1859, the same gentleman introduced a bill to
extend the practice into all the circuit courts.
This law allowed informations to be filed in all
cases when there had been a regular preliminary
examination, for felonies as well as misdemeanors.
Thereafter grand juries did not act unless specially
ordered and summoned. The effect of this change
has not been bad in most cases. Nevertheless
grand juries are seldom called unless at the re-
quest of the Prosecuting Attorney. It is question-
able whether any advantage has been gained
beyond an apparent economy and — in some cases
— an increase in expedition. The power left in
the hands of prosecuting attorneys is not adequate-
ly checked. A dishonest or timid attorney has
too much opportunity to abuse his powers in both
directions of prosecuting and abstaining from pro-
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562 G R A N D  ]U R I E  D1SCO N T I N U E D  [CHAP. x V I  
con templated by the fou nders o f  the State, and 
not neglected ; bu t within the las t few years both 
education and humanity have rece ived much more 
attention ,  and have been much more wisely and 
earnest! y fostered than ever before. 
In I 8 59,  an importan t change was made in 
c riminal p rosecu tions.  Under the Consti tu tion of 
I 850, grand j u ries had ceased to be obl igato ry, 
but had not  been abol ished.  I n  I 8 5 7 , a new 
criminal cou rt was created in Detro i t, and prose­
cu tions were al lowed to be conducted in it by 
information .  This change was in troduced by
. 
H on .  Alexande r W .  Bu el ,  who had principal 
charge of drawing up  the charte r. At the session 
of r 8 5 9 , the same gentleman i ntroduced a bi l l  to 
extend the practice into all the ci rcu it . cou rts . 
This law al lowed in formation s to be fi led i n  all 
cases when the re had been a regu lar p rel iminary 
examination ,  fo r  fe lonies as wel l as m isdemeanors .  
Thereafter grand j u ries did not  act u nless specially 
ordered and su mmoned.  The effect of th is change 
has not been bad in most cases .  Neverthe less 
grand j u ries are se ldom cal led un less at the re ­
quest of the Prosecu ting Attorney. I t  is qu estion­
able whether any advan tage has been gained 
beyond an apparen t  economy an d-in some cases 
-an increase in °xpedition . The power  left in 
the hands of prosecu ti ng attorneys is not adequate­
ly checked. A d ishonest or  timid attorney has 
too much opportu n i ty to abuse h i s  powers i n  both 
d irections of prosecuting and abstain i ng from. pro-
Chap. XVI.] REPUBLICAN PARTY. 563
secution. There is a strong temptation to corrup-
tion. While the system of informing has been not
unwisely extended, there is no question but that
grand juries, properly organized, prevent much
vexatious litigation, and cause to be pursued some
classes of offenders who escape by the non-action
of some prosecuting attorneys. Criminal justice
ought to be beyond the control of any single
official. Instances are not unknown of prosecuting
attorneys who have not done credit to their offices.
If grand juries were called oftener, justice would
not suffer from it.
During most of the existence of the State, the
entire political control had been held, with respect-
able majorities, by one or the other of the great
parties — the Whigs or Democrats. The majority
of the people had usually been decidedly opposed
to allow^ing the encroachments of slavery beyond
its legal limits, but as decidedly opposed to inter-
fering with its vested rights. The Compromise of
1850 was acquiesced in, although not in all respects
approved. In May, 1854, the Missouri Com-
promise was repealed, and this action aroused
great feeling. Soon after, in the summer of 1854,
a convention was called at Jackson, of delegates
from the Whig and Free Soil parties, which re-
sulted in the formation of the Republican party.
In the election that year, Kinsley S. Bingham was
elected Governor, and held the office two succes-
sive terms, being succeeded by Moses Wisner.
In 1859, Governor Bingham was elected United
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secu tion . There is  a strong temptation to  corrup­
tion .  While the sys tem of informing has bee n not 
u n wisely extended, there is no question bu t that 
grand j u ries ,  properly organ ized, prevent much 
vexatious l i tigation , and cause to be pu rsued some  
classes of offenders who escape by the non -action 
of some prosecu ting attorneys. Criminal j u st ice 
ought to be beyond the con tro l of any s i ngle 
official . I nstances are not unknown of prosecu ting 
attorn eys who have not don e credit  to the ir  offices. 
I f  grand j u ries we re cal led oftener, j u stice wou ld 
not suffer  from it . 
Du ring most of the existence of the State, the 
enti re pol i tical control had been held, with respect­
able majori ties ,  by one or the other of the great 
parties-the Whigs or Democrats . The majority 
of the people had usual ly been decidedly opposed 
to al lowing the encroachments of slavery beyond 
its legal l imits ,  but as decidedly opposed to inter­
fe ring with its vested rights. The Comprom ise of 
I 8 50 was acqu iesced in, although not in  al l respects 
approved . I n  May, 1 8 5 4, the M issou ri Com­
promise was repealed, and this action aroused 
great feel ing. Soon after, in the summer of r 8 5 4, 
a convention was cal led at Jackson, of delegates 
from the Whig and Free Soi l  parties, \ hi  ch re­
su l ted in the formation of the Republ ican party . 
I n  the elec tion that year, Kinsley S .  Bin ·ham \Yas 
e lected Gove rnor, and held the office two su cces­
sive terms, being succeeded by Mo es \Vi · n e r. 
In r 8 5 9, Governor B ingham was elected T ni ted 
564 SLAVERY QUESTION. [Chap. XVI,
States Senator, to succeed Charles E. Stuart.
Zachariah Chandler, who had been Whig can-
didate for Governor in 1852, was elected to the
Senate of the United States, to succeed General
Cass, in 1857. General Cass was about the same
time made Secretary of State under President
Buchanan.
The passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Acts was
followed by a series of legislative resolutions,
strongly censuring those who had voted for them,
and insisting on the exclusion of slavery wher-
ever within the control of the United States. At
every session the questions were discussed, and
the expression of opinion was uniform and decided.
The feeling was increasing that trouble might
arise from the slavery question, as the friends of
that institution became aggressive. In 1859, steps
were taken to make the State military system
more effective, by organizing camps of instruction,
and increasing the number of uniformed com-
panies. Various gentlemen of military experience
devoted time to making addresses and visiting
the principal towns, to arouse a military spirit.
Among those particularly energetic in this work was
General Orlando B. Willcox, who, while discreetly
avoiding all reference to the peculiar danger
which he had recognized from his army experience,
was quite successful in awakening popular feeling
in favor of better preparation for such emergen-
cies as might arise. In i860, when the signs of
mischief were plainer, and the public feeling was
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564 S LAV E R Y  QUESTION.  [CHAP. X V J .  
States Senator, to succeed Charles E .  Stuart . 
Zachariah Chandler, who had been Whig can­
didate for Governor in  r 8 5 2 ,  was elected to the 
Senate of the Un ited States, to su cceed General 
Cass, in r 8 5 7. General Cass was abou t the same 
time made Secretary of tate under President  
Buchanan . 
The passage of the Kansas-N ebraska Acts was 
fol lowed by a series of legislative resolu tions, 
s trongly censuring those who had voted for  them, 
and insisting on the exclusion of slavery whe r­
ever with in the control of the Un i ted States .  At 
every session the questions were discussed, and 
the expression of opinion was un iform and decided.  
The fee l ing was i ncreasing that trouble might 
arise from the slavery question ,  as the friends of 
that institution became aggressive. I n  r 8 5 9, steps 
were taken  to make the State m il i tary system 
more effective ,  by organiz ing camps of instruction,  
and in creas ing the number of u n iformed com­
panies. Various gentlemen of m il i tary experience 
devoted t ime to making addresses and vis i ting 
the principal towns, to arou se a �il i tary spir i t .  
Among those parti cularly energetic i n  this work was 
General Orlando B. Wil lcox, who, whi le discreetly 
avoiding all reference to the peculiar danger 
which he had recognized from his army experience, 
was qui te successful in awaken ing popu lar feel ing 
in  favor of better  preparation for such emergen­
c ies as m ight arise .  In I 8 60, when the signs of 
mischief were plainer, and the publ ic feel ing was 
Chap. XVI. J DEFAULTING TREASURER WAR. 565
Strongly aroused, Governor Austin Blair, who was
on the same ticket with Mr. Lincoln, obtained a
majority of more than 20,500 over Governor
Barry, who was his only opponent.
The Legislature of 1861, which was very
strongly Republican, met under unfavorable cir-
cumstances for State prosperity. John McKinney,
the outgoing State Treasurer, was found to have
embezzled the public funds, and left the treasury
empty, and liable for large outstanding and press-
ing debts. John Owen, the incoming Treasurer,
at once made arrangements, by the use of his
personal credit, whereby he kept the treasury in
funds until provided from ordinary sources in due
course of business, after a delay of some months.
The Constitutional restraints on borrowing left
no means of raising funds on bonds. This
patriotic course saved the State credit, and enabled
the State soon after, when a war-loan was needed,
to borrow upon fair terms.
The Legislature of 1861 was occupied, during
a large part of the regular session, with the dis-
cussion of the affairs of the Union ; and on the
2d of February passed resolutions asserting the
supremacy of the Union, and its right and duty
to resist treason, and pledging the resources of
the State in the public service. As soon as the
Southern secession ordinances were passed, the
Legislature directed the immediate raising of two
regiments for service.
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CHAP. XVLJ  DEFAULTING TR EASURER WAR . 5 6 5  
strongly aroused, Governor Austin  Blair, who was 
on the same ticket with M r. Li ncoln ,  obtained a 
majority of more than 20, 500 over Governor 
Barry, who was his only opponent. 
The Legislatu re of I 8 6 1 , which was very 
strongly Republican,  met under unfavorable cir­
cumstances for State prosperi ty. J ohn McKinney, 
the outgoing State Treasurer, was fou nd to have 
embezzled the publ ic  fu nds ,  and left the treasu ry 
empty, and l iable for large ou tstanding and press­
ing debts. J ohn Owen,  the incoming Treasurer, 
at once made arrangements, by 'the · use of his 
personal credit, whe reby he kept the treasu ry in 
fu nds un ti l  provided from ordinary sou rces in due 
course of business, after a delay of  some months. 
The Constitutional restrai n ts on borrowing left 
no means of rais ing funds on bonds. This 
patrio tic course saved the State credit, and enabled 
the State soon after, when a war-loan was needed, 
to borrow upon fair terms. 
The Legislatu re of I 8 6 1  was occupied, during 
a large part of the regu lar session ,  with the dis­
cu ssion of the affairs of the Un ion ; and on the 
2d of February passed resolu tions asserting the 
. upremacy of the U n ion,  and its right and duty 
to resist treason, and pledging the resou rces of 
the State in the public service . As soon as the 
Sou thern secession ordinances were passed , the 
Legislatu re directed the immediate rai ing of two 
regimen ts for ervice . 
566 MICHIGAN IN TtTE REBELLION. [Chap. XVI.
Shortly thereafter the war opened by the
attack on Fort Sumter, and Governor Blair at
once raised a loan from private subscribers and
beean to ororanize volunteers, — the first reo^iment
called for by the general government being
speedily equipped under the command of General
Willcox. An extra session was called, which met
in the beginning of May, and passed the neces-
sary laws for raising money and troops. But
before its meeting four regiments of infantry and
a battery of flying artillery had gone into camp,
and the First Regiment left for the seat of war
on the 13th of May, fully armed and equipped,
and was engaged in the unfortunate battle of
Bull Run, where its colonel was wounded and
captured, and afterwards detained in the Richmond
prison as a hostage. From that time on, the
State kept organizing and preparing troops in
advance of the calls, from the United States, and
was well sustained in its efforts. The military
history of the State is honorable, and has been
thoroughly and carefully prepared. It is only
necessary here to say that its troops in the field
numbered 90,747. of whom 67,486 were born in
the United States; 8,887 in Canada; 8,453 in
Great Britain; 4,872 in Germany, and 1,268 in
other foreign dominions ; and that of these 13,405
died in service. It would be invidious to single
out names where all were honorable. The State
furnished her full share of men in high as well
as lesser commands, and her soldiers of all grades
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586 M t  CHI GAN IN THE R EBEL LtON . [CHAP. X.Vt .  
Shortly thereafter the war opened by the 
attack on Fort Sumter, and Governor Blair at 
once raised a loan from private subscribers and 
began to organ ize volun teers ,-the first regiment  
called for by the general government  bei�g 
speedily equ ipped under the command of General 
Wi llcox. An extra session was cal led, which met  
in the beg inn ing of May, and passed the neces­
sary laws for raising money and troops .  Bu t 
before i ts meeting fou r regiments of infantry and 
a battery of fly i ng artil lery had gone  into camp, 
and the Fir.s t  Regimen t  left for the seat of war 
on the I 3 th of M ay, fu l ly armed and equipped,  
and was engaged in  the u nfortu nate battle of 
Bu ll Ru n ,  where its colonel  was wounded and 
cap tu red, and afterwards detained in  the Richmond 
prison as a hostage . From that time on ,  the 
State kept organ izing and preparing troop s  i n  
advance of the cal ls . from the Un ited States, and 
was well sustained in i ts efforts. The m il itary 
history of  the State i s  honorable,  and has been 
th oroughly and carefu l ly p repared. I t  is only 
necessary here · to say that i ts troops in the field 
numbered 90, 7 47 i  of whom 67 ,48 6 were born m 
the Un ited States ; 8 ,88 7 in Canada ; 8 ,45 3 in  
Great Bri tain · 4,8 7 2 in  Germany, and 1 , 2 68 in 
other foreign dominions ; and that of these I 3 ,405 
died in service.  It wou ld be invidious to single 
ou t names where al l were honorable .  The State 
furnished her ful l  share of men in high as well 
as lesser commands, and her soldiers of all grades 
CuAF. XV I.J SEIZURE OF THE PHILO PARSONS 567
won a well deserved respect and renown for
bravery and other good and soldierly qualities.
Our own borders were somewhat annoyed by
the gathering of Southern refugees and agents on
the Canada side of the Detroit River. Reports,
more or less founded in probability, were received
from time to time of projected mischief. On the
19th of September, 1864, the steamboat Philo
Parsons left Detroit for Sandusky, taking on board
at Sandwich and Amherstburg several persons
with what was supposed to be baggage, but
was really a supply of weapons. This expedition
was intended to cooperate with another force
designed to capture the armed steamer Michigan
at Sandusky, to release the rebel prisoners at
Camp Johnson near Sandusky, and then to com-
mit depredations on the lake cities. The designs
on the Michigan having failed, the Parsons was
brought back to the Detroit River, and left at
Sandwich in a sinking condition from various
injuries. The mischief was arrested by timely
action, and the vessel refitted. During the raid
some other captures were made of United States
soldiers and of the steamer Island Queen. On
the failure of the plot at Sandusky, the persons
on board the boats were safely landed, and no
lives were taken. This was the only scheme
which produced any actual damage, unless a few
incendiary fires were set by some of the same
parties, which is not absolutely known.
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won a well deserved respect and renown for 
bravery and other good and soldierly qualit ies. 
Our  own borders were somewhat an noyed by 
the gathering of Sou thern refugees and agents on 
the Canada s ide of the Detroi t  Rive r. Reports, 
more or less founded in probabi l i ty, were rece ived 
from time to time of projected mischief. On the 
I 9th -of September, r 8 64, the s teamboat Phi lo 
Parsons left Detroi t  for  Sandusky, taking on  board 
at Sandwich and Amherstbu rg seve ral person s 
wi th what was su pposed to be baggage, bu t 
was really a supply of weapons.  This expedition 
was in tended to cooperate with another force 
designed to captu re the armed s teamer Michigan 
at  Sandusky, to re lease the rebel prisoners at 
Camp Johnson near Sandusky, and then to com ­
mit  depredations on the lake cities .  The des igns 
on the Michigan having failed, the Parsons was 
brought  back to the Detroi t  River, and left at 
Sandwich in a s inking condition from various 
mJu ries .  The m ischief was arrested by tim ely 
action ,  and the vessel refitted. During the raid  
some other  captu res were rri.ade of  U nited States 
sold iers and of the steamer Island Queen .  On 
the fai l u re of the p lot  at Sandu sky, the person 
on board the boats were safely landed, and no 
l ives were taken .  This was the on ly scheme 
which produced any actual damage, un les a feV\ 
incendiary fires we re set by some of th ame 
parties .  which is not absolu tely known . 
5d8 governors BLAIR AND CRAPO. [Chap. XVI.
From the opening of the war until the close
of the year 1864, Austin Blair was Governor of
Michigan, and performed his public duties with
zeal and devotion, to the great prejudice of his
private interests. During all that period his whole
time was necessarily given up to the interests of
the country, and almost entirely at his own ex-
pense. The salary of $1,000 — a miserable pittance
at any time — was made by war-prices, and the
depreciation of currency, but a mere fraction of
its ordinary value. The policy which prevents
men of modest means from filling the offices
of vState is not only poor economy, but con-
trary to the cardinal principles of representative
orovernment.
His successor, Governor Crapo, was also a
very conscientious and valuable public servant,
and his careful supervision saved the State from
mismanagement in some of the multitudinous con-
tracts which require almost the eyes of Argus to
watch them. His great business experience and
strict economy and integrity Induced him to give
a degree of personal supervision to the details of
road-building and other outlays, which was more
than any one man could devote to such work
without Injury to himself. His untimely death was
owing to neglect of his health In attending to the
details of public affairs. He no doubt carried
this attention to details to excess, — as other persons
could and should have borne a share of the
burdens. It is not the duty of the chief executive
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568  GOV ERNORS l3 LAI R AN D CRAPO. [CHAP. XV I .  
From the openi ng of the war u n ti l  the close 
of the year 1 8 64, Aust in Blair was Governor of 
M ichigan , and performed his public du ties with 
zeal and devotion to the great prej ud ice of his 
private i n terests .  During al l  that period his whol e  
t ime was necessari ly given up  to the i n terests o f  
the country, and almost ent irely a t  his own ex­
pense .  The salary of $ I  ,ooo-a miserable p i ttance 
at  any time-was made by war-prices ,  and the 
depreciat ion of cu rrency, but a mere fraction of 
i ts ord inary valu e .  The pol icy which prevents 
men of modest means from fil l ing the offices 
of  S tate is  not only poor economy, bu t con­
trary to the cardinal princ iples  of representative 
government. 
H i s  successor, Governor Crapo, was also a 
very conscien tiou s and valuable publ ic  servant, 
and h is  care fu l  supervision saved the State from 
mismanagement  in some of the mult i tudinous con­
tracts which requ ire almost the eyes of Argus to 
watch them.  H is great business experience and 
strict economy and integrity induced h im to give 
a degree of personal supervision to the detai l s  of 
road-bu i lding and other ou tlays, which was more 
than any one man cou ld  devote to such work 
without  i nju ry to himself. H is un timely death was 
owing to neglect of his health in attend ing to the 
detai ls of publ ic  affairs . H e  no dou bt carried 
this attent ion to detai ls to excess,-as other persons 
cou ld and should have borne a share of the 
bu rdens . I t  i s  not the du ty of  the chie f execu tive 
Chap. XVI.] SUPREME COURT. 569
to perform every variety of public service, and it
is impossible to do it. But that sort of devotion is
not so much to be deprecated, as it is to be
praised, unless it prevents due attention to more
peculiarly personal obligations, which it never did
in Governor Crapo's case. Both he and Governor
Blair were well seconded in most of the State
business by competent heads of departments, and
other assistants.
In the year 1857, i^ pursuance of the Con-
stitution, a separate Supreme Court was provided
for, to be organized on the first of January, 1858.
Its four terms were originally divided between
Detroit and Lansing, but are now held entirely
at Lansing. George Martin was the first chief
justice, and Randolph Manning, Isaac P. Christi-
ancy and James V. Campbell associate justices.
Judge Martin was chief justice until his death, in
December, 1867. After that time the office was
made to fall upon the justice whose term was
next to expire, so as to change every two years.
Judge Manning died on the 31st of August, 1864,
and was succeeded by Thomas M. Cooley, who,
by repeated re-election is still on the bench.
Benjamin F. Graves was elected in the place of
Judge Martin, and is still in office by re-election.
Judge Christiancy was elected to the United States
Senate, in January, 1875, ^^^ Isaac Marston was
chosen as his successor. Judge Campbell is yet
a member of the court.
This relieved the circuit judges of appellate
duties. The circuits have been divided repeatedly
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to perform every variety of publ ic  service, and i t  
is  impossible to do  i t .  Bu t  that sort o f  devotion i s  
not  so much to  be  deprecated, as  it is  to  be 
praised, u nless it prevents due attention to more 
pecul iarly personal obl igations,  which i t  never did 
i n  Governor Crapo's case .  Both he and Governor 
Blair were well seconded in  most of  the State 
bu si ness by competent  heads of departments ,  and 
other assistants .  
I n  the year 1 8 5 7 , in  pu rsuance of  the Con­
sti tution , a separate Supreme Cou rt was provided 
for, to be organized on the firs t  of January, 1 8 5 8 .  
I ts fou r terms were originally d ivided between 
Detroit  and Lansing, bu t are now held ent irely 
at Lans ing. George 1V1artin was the first chief 
ju stice, and Randolph Manning, Isaac P .  Christi­
ancy and James V. Campbell assoc iate j ustices .  
Judge Martin was ch ief  j us tice u nti l h is death , in  
December, r 867 .  After that time the office was 
made to fall upon · the j u stice whose te rm wa 
next to expire, so as to change every two years.  
Judge Manning died on the 3 r st  of August, r 8 64, 
and was succeeded by Thomas M.  Cooley, who, 
by repeated re-election is st i l l  on  the bench . 
Benjamin F.  Graves was elected i n  the place of 
Judge Martin ,  and is st i l l  i n  office by re -e lection . 
Judge Christiancy was elected to the U nited Stat s 
Senate, in  January, l 8 7  5 and Isaac Marston wa 
chosen as his successor. Judge Campbell is yet 
a member of the cou rt. 
Th is  rel ieved the circu it j udges of appellat 
du ties .  The circu its have been divided repeatedly 
570 BINGHAM. HOWARD. FERRY. [Chai- XVI.
and increased in number to twenty-one. The
Upper Peninsula has been brought .within the
circuit system. In 1859, provision was made
there for county prosecuting attorneys, and the
office of district attorney aboHshed. By some cu-
rious manoeuvre, the act whose title was " An
Act to abolish the office of District Attorney for
the Upper Peninsula, and provide for the election
of Prosecuting Attorneys of the several counties
therein," while by the two earliest sections it
made provision for the prosecuting attornies, con-
tained a third section declaring that the office of
district attorney should not be abolished. As
under the Constitution no part of an act can be
repugnant to its title, this created a muddle,
which seems to have been supposed to need
further legislation. It 1864, another law was
passed abolishing the office without ambiguity.
Governor Bingham was elected to the United
States Senate in 1859, and died in office in 1861.
In 1862, his place was filled by Jacob M. Howard,
who was succeeded, in 1871, by Thomas W.
Ferry, the present presiding officer of the Senate.
Mr. Howard was a man of great force and intel-
lectual resources, and was second to none ol his
Senatorial associates in the qualities desirable lor
his position. To vigorous and manly eloquence
he united habits of laborious and profound
research, and tenacity of purpose. His ability
in the arraying of facts and discussion of evidence
has seldom been equalled, and his great powers
of reasoning were made more effective by a style
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5 7 0  B I N G H A M . HO WA R D. F E R R Y .  [CHAP X V  1 .  
and increased in number to twenty-one. The 
U pper Pen insu la has been brought J within the 
ci rcu it system .  In 1 8 59 ,  provis ion was made 
th ere fo r cou nty prosecuting attorn eys, and the 
office of district atto rney abolished. By some cu­
rious manoeuvre ,  the act whose t i t le was ' ' An 
Act to abol i sh the office of D istrict Attorney for 
the U pper Pe n i nsula, and provide for the election 
o f  Prosecu ting Attorn eys of the several cou n ties 
therein , "  whi le  by the two earl iest sections i t  
made provision for the prosecu ting attornies, con­
ta ined a thi rd section dP.claring that the office of 
distr ict attorney shou ld not be abolished. As 
under the Constitu tion no part of an act can be 
repugnant  to i t s  t itl e, th is created a muddle,  
which seems to have been supposed to need 
fu rther legislation .  It 1 8 64, another law was 
passed abol ish ing the office without ambigui ty. 
Governor B ingham was elected to the Uni ted 
States Senate in 1 8 5 9, and died in office in 1 8 6 1 . 
I n  1 8 6 2 ,  his place was fil led by J acob M .  H oward , 
who was su cce eded, m r 8 7  I ,  by Thomas W .  
Fe rry, the present pres id ing officer of the Senate . 
M r.  H o ward was a man of great force and intel ­
lectual resou rces ,  and was second to none of his 
enatorial associates in the qual i ties desirable for 
h i s  pos i tion .  To vigorous and manly eloquence 
hl'. u n ited habi ts of laborious  and profou nd 
re search, and tenacity of pu rpose. H is abi l i ty 
i n  the  arraying of  facts and discussion of ev idence 
has seldom been equal led, and his great powers 
of reason ing w e r e made more effective by a style 
Cmap, XVI.) SENATOR CHANDLER. GOVERNOR CRAPO. 571
which was weighty without losing its vivacity, and
poHshed and enriched with learning, while entirely
free from meretricious ornament. His death was
a loss to the whole country. His colleague Mr.
Chandler, the present Secretary of the Interior,
obtained credit for his Senatorial services, espe-
cially during the war, and was twice re-elected.
The principal political occurrences during Gov-
ernor Crapo's time were the attempted revision
of the Constitution, and the contest which he
carried on against the dangerous and unconstitu-
tional attempts of the Legislature to authorize
railroads to be subsidized by county and other
municipal aid and taxation. The early experience
of the State had induced the framers of the Con-
stitution of 1850 to peremptorily confine the bus-
iness of building works of internal improvement
to private enterprise ; but for a time there
appeared to be a notion that railroads could not
be too dearly purchased, whether capable or not
of any remunerative use, and contractors and
builders, who were the only persons really bene-
fitted in many cases, endeavored to saddle their
schemes on the public treasuries. The plan was
not only illegal, but as dangerous as most illegal
schemes always turn out. The collapse of a
majority of the secondary railroads has shown on
a small scale the utter ruin that would have be-
fallen the people if these attempts had gone as
far as it was desired to drive them. These
schemes were pushed through the Legislature
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CltAP .  XV I . ]  SENATOR CHANDLER. GOV ERNOR CRAPO . 571  
which was weighty wi thout losing its vivacity, and 
pol ished and . enriched with learni ng, while ent irely 
free from meretricious ornament . H is death was 
a loss to the whole cou ntry .  H is colleagu e Mr. 
Chandler, the p resen t  Secretary of the In terior, 
obtained credit for his Senatorial services, espe­
cially during the war, and was twice re-elected . 
The princ ipal pol i tical occu rren ces du ring Gov­
ernor Crapo's time were the attempted revis ion 
of the Consti tu tion ,  and the contest which he 
carried ori against the dangerous and u nconsti tu ­
t ional attempts of the Legislatu re to au thorize 
rai lroads to be subsidized by cou nty and other 
mun icipal aid and taxation .  The early experience 
of the State had induced the framers of the Con­
st itu tion of 1 8 50 to peremptorily confine the bus­
iness of bui lding works of i n ternal improvement 
to private enterpri se ; but for a time there 
appeared to be a notion that rai l roads could not 
be too dearly pu rchased, whether capable or not 
of any remu nerative use, and contractors and 
bui lders ,  who were the on ly persons really bene­
fi tted in  many cases, endeavored to saddle the ir  
schemes on the publ ic  treasuries .  The plan was 
not only i l legal ,  but as dangerous as most i l legal 
schemes always tu rn  out . The collapse of a 
maj ori ty of the secondary · rai l roads has shown on 
a small scale the utter ru in  that would have be­
fallen the people if these attempts had gone as 
far as i t  was desi red to drive them.  These 
schemes were pushed through the Legis latu r 
572
CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION. [Chai>. XVI.
against the opposition of the governors, who
were called on to consider them, and the execu-
tive objections were sustained by the Supreme
Court, which held the laws void. Every constitu-
tional amendment which has sought to validate
them has been rejected.
A Constitutional Convention was held in May
1867, and its labors lasted through the summer.
It was composed of able men of both parties, and
its work was done carefully. The proposed con-
stitution contained several new provisions, upon
which there had been no popular agreement. It
was defeated by an enormous majority, composed
in great measure of the aggregate of the oppo-
nents of single parts of the instrument, which were
not all obnoxious to the same objectors. The
same fate has befallen every attempt to submit
amendments together and not separately. It is
entirely manifest that the faults of the present
Constitution are found in some of its details and
specific provisions, and not in its general plan.
Single amendments have passed and will probably
pass hereafter on their own merits. But every
one can now see that the people are not disposed
to allow a good amendment to carry through one
which they disapprove. Logrolling and swapping
measures are more easily carried through select
bodies, than through a popular election.
The last attempt at revision was at the extra
session of 1874. A commission selected by the
Governor had sat during the previous year to
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5 72 CONST I TUTI ONA J ,  R EV I SION.  [CHAP. X V I . 
again st the opposit ion of the governors, who 
we re cal led on to conside r them,  and the execu ­
t ive objections  were su stai ned by the Supreme 
Court, which held the laws void . Every con stitu ­
t ional amendment  which has sought to val idate 
them has been rejected .  
A Con stitu t ional Convention was he ld i n  May 
, 
1 8 67 , and i ts labors lasted th rough the summer. 
I t  was composed of abl e men of both parties, and 
i ts  work was done carefu l ly .  The proposed con ­
s t itu tion con ta ined several new provis ions ,  upon 
wh ich there had been  no popular agreemen t .  I t  
was defea ted by an  enormous majori ty, composed 
in great measu re of the aggregate of the oppo­
nents of si ngle parts of the instrument, which were 
not  all obn oxiou s to the same objectors. The 
same fate has befallen every attempt to su bm it  
amendments together and not  separately. I t  i s  
en ti rely man i fest that the faults of  the p resent  
Const i tu t ion are fou n d  i n  some of  i ts detai ls and 
specific p rovis ion s , and not i n  its general plan .  
Si ngle amendmen ts have passed and wi l l  p robably 
pass he reafte r on thei r own meri ts .  But  every 
one can now see that the peoplf' are not  d isposed 
to al low a good amendm ent  to carry th rough one 
wh ich they disapprove .  Logrol l ing and swapping 
measu res are more easily carried th rough select 
bodies ,  th an th rough a popular elect ion .  
The last attempt a t  rev is ion was a t  the extra 
session of r 8 7 4. A com m i ss ion selected by the 
Governor had sat du ring the prev ious year to 
Chap. XVI. J AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE GRANTS. 573
devise amendments. They prepared a series of
articles which amounted in effect to a revised con-
stitution. The members were well chosen, with-
out distinction of party, and many, if not most of
their suggestions, were generally approved. Others
were not as well received. Their work was
adopted with some changes, by the Legislature,
and submitted to the people as a whole, except
as to a small portion voted on separately. This
was also decisively rejected. In addition to other
objections, which were probably the fatal ones,
there was a feeling among many that the Legis-
lative function of proposing amendments did not
extend to framing a revision of the whole con-
stitution, or of considerable parts of it, and that a
constitutional convention should be representative
and not appointed. Among other propositions,
one to give the right of voting to women, was
presented separately, and defeated by a large
majority.
In 1863, the United States made large grants
to the several States for agricultural and military
education. The State of Michigan accepted the
grant, and applied it in aid of the existing Agri-
cultural College. This was thereby put on a
better footing; and has become a useful institu-
tion, with a promise of more utility in the future,
as the value of the necessary preliminary experi-
ments becomes more thoroughly tested.
In 1859, the business of making salt began to
assume importance. The discovery of rich wells,
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CHAP.  XV I . J AGR I CULTURAL CO L L EG E GRANT . 5 7 3  
devise amendments .  They prepared a series of 
articles which amou nted in effect to a rev ised con­
s ti tu tion .  The members were well chosen ,  wi th­
ou t dis ti nct ion of party, and many, i f  not most of 
their suggestions, were generally approved . Others 
were not as well received.  The ir  work wa 
adopted wi th some changes ,  by the Legi slatu re , 
and submi tted to the people as a whole, except 
as to a small portion voted on separately. Th is 
was also deci s ively rejected .  In add it ion to other 
obj ection s, whi ch were probably the fatal ones, 
there was a feel ing among many that the Legis­
lative fu nction of proposing amendments did not 
extend to framing a revis ion of the whole con­
s ti tu t ion ,  or  of co nsiderable parts of i t, and that a 
consti tu tional conven tion shou ld be representati e 
and not appointed . Among other proposi t ions, 
one to give the right of voting to women,  was 
p resented separately, and defeated by a large 
maj ori ty .  
In  I 863 ,  the U n it.ed States made large grants 
to the several States for agri cu l tu ral and mi l i tary 
edu cation .  The State of Michigan accepted the 
grant, and appl ied it in aid of the ex isting Ao-ri­
cu l tu ral College . This was thereby put on a 
better footi ng ; and has become a u seful  insti tu­
t ion,  with a promise of more u ti l i ty in  the fu tu re, 
as the value  of the necessary prel im inary experi ­
ments becomes more thoroughly tested.  
In  I 8 5 9, the bu siness of making alt began to 
assume importance.  The discovery of rich wells , 
574 SALT AND MINERAL SPRINGS. FORESTS. [Chap. XVI
and the economy of connecting the work with the
steam saw-mills, thus economising labor and fuel,
led to the creation of a very extensive industry
particularly on the Saginaw River. In some of
the borings the discovery of mineral springs, valu-
able for curative properties, has led to still more
profitable results, and opened pleasant places of
resort.
The extension of roads has facilitated the busi-
ness of lumbering, and the country is being rap-
idly despoiled of its pine and hardwood timber.
The frequent prevalence of extensive fires has
furnished some reason for the voluntary destruc-
tion, for lumber, ol what might be otherwise lost.
The year 1871, which witnessed the burning of
Chicago, was peculiarly fatal to the northern
woods, and immense tracts were rendered value-
less, or greatly diminished in value by the fires.
The rapid settlement of the Lower Peninsula has
led to the removal of woods from the greater
part of its southerly moiety, and the effect on
climate and streams is very marked, and prejudi-
cial. The moisture which was once retained by
the vegetation and shade, and tempered the air,
now runs off rapidly, and without soaking into the
ground. Streams have dwindled and disappeared,
and the country often suffers from drought, while
it is believed to be much more exposed than
formerly to extreme cold.
Alter the war was over, and when the fever
of speculation began to abate, the State setded
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5 �, 4  SALT AN D M IN ERAL SPRI NGS .  FORESTS. [C11 AF. X V I .  
and the economy of connecting the work with the 
steam saw-mi l l s, thus  economis ing labor and fuel ,  
led to the creation of a very extens ive industry 
particularly on the Saginaw River. I n  some of 
the borings the discovery of  mineral springs, valu ­
able for cu rative properties, has led to  st i l l  more 
profitable resu l ts, and opened pleasant places of 
resort. 
The exten sion of roads has faci l i tated the busi­
ness of  lumbering, and the coun try is  being rap­
idly despoiled of its pine and hardwood t imber. 
The frequent  prevalence of extensive fires has 
furn ished some reason for the voluntary destruc­
tion ,  for lumber, of what m ight be otherwise lost. 
The year r 8 7  r ,  which witnessed the bu rning of 
Chicago, was pecul iarly fatal to the northern 
woods, and immense tracts were rendered value­
less ,  or greatly d imin ished in value  by the fires.  
The rapid settlement  of the Lower Pen insu la has 
led to the removal of woods from the greater 
part of i ts southerly moiety, and the effect on 
cl imate and stream s  is very marked, and preju di­
c ial . The moistu re which was once retained by 
the vegetation and shade, and tempered the air, 
now ru ns off rapidly, and without  soak ing into the 
grou nd.  Streams have dwindled and disappeared ,  
and the cou ntry often suffers from drought, whi le  
it is bel ieved to be much more exposed than 
formerly to extreme cold. 
Afte r the war was over, and when the fever 
of speculation began to abate, the State settled 
Chac. XVI.] PROGRESS. NEW CAPITOL. 575
down again to iquiet ways. Within the last ten
years the pubHc interest has been more and more
directed to things of permanent importance, and
valuable executive suggestions have been carried
out in the broad and liberal spirit which prompted
them. Much more attention has been paid to
education and philanthropy. New asylums have
been planned, the University and other schools
have been aided, prisons have been improved and
remodelled, and progress has been made in the
highest work of civilization. The State has be-
come populous and wealthy, and able to carry out
any proper schemes.
In .1871, preparation was made for building a
permanent Capitol. After much examination and
reflection plans were adopted and contracts let.
The corner stone was laid in 1873. A superin-
tending board, consisting of Messrs. Shearer,
Chapoton and Grosvenor, have had constant super-
vision of the work, which will be finished in 1877.
Mr. Myers, the architect, and Messrs. Osburn, the
contractors, have planned and built thus far a
beautiful and satisfactory building, in which no un-
sound material has been placed, and into which
all the funds appropriated have honestly entered.
When other communities have been so badly
cheated in such enterprises, it is certainly worth
recording that Michigan has been served with
strict integrity.
The poverty of the State for many years made
it necessary to use more than common economy
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down again to �uiet  ways. With i n  the last ten 
years the pu bl ic  in terest has bee n more and more 
d i rected to things of permanent  importance, and 
valuable execu tive suggestions  have been carried 
out in  the broad and l iberal spi ri t  which prompted 
them.  Much more attention has been paid to 
education and phi lan th ropy. New asylums have 
been plan ned, the U nivers i ty and other schools 
have been aided, prisons have been improved and 
re model led ,  and progress has been made in the 
h ighest work of civi l ization .  The State has be­
come populous and weal thy, and able to carry ou t 
any proper schemes .  
I n  I 8 7  r ,  preparation was made for bu i ld ing a 
permanent  Capito l .  Afte r much Pxam ination and 
reflect ion plans were adopted and contracts let .  
The corner  stone was la id i n  r 87 3 .  A su peri n ­
tending board , cons isti ng of  Messrs .  Sheare r, 
Chapoton and Grosvenor, have had con stant  super­
vis ion of the work, which wil l  be fin ished i n  r 8 7 7 . 
M r. Myers ,  the architect, and Messrs .  Osburn , the 
contractors, have planned and bu ilt thus far a 
beautiful  and satisfactory bu i id i ng, in  which no u n ­
sou nd material has been placed, and into wh ich 
all the fu nds appropriated have hon estly en tered . 
When other commun i ties have been so badly 
cheated in such e n terprises, it is cer tai n !) worth 
recording that Michigan has bee n se rved with 
strict i ntegrity .  
The poverty of the State for many years made 
i t  necessary to use more than common economy 
576
STATE LIBRARY. [Chap. XVI.
In all Its expenditures. This necessity not only
prevented the earlier building of a Capitol, but
the accumulation of an adequate library. Some
of the earlier purchases of books were very
judicious and valuable, but neither space nor
means existed for placing the library in proper
condition. Since It has become certain that books
if purchased will be preserved and made accessible,
a great change has taken place, and the present
collection Is already assuming importance. By a
careful system of exchanges, the Law Library has
become very complete in American Reports, and
fairly supplied with other English and American
publications, and Is constantly improving. The
General Library is also advancing rapidly. Gover-
nor Baldwin while in office ventured upon what
was then the untried experiment, of appointing a
lady, Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney, to be State Libra-
rian. Her nomination was cheerfully ratified, and
the choice has been abundantly justified by the
result. The neatness and care with which the
library room and its contents have been arranged
and kept, and the quiet and decorum prevailing,
are In themselves a great advantage, not always
found in State libraries. The Librarian has shown
a thorough knowledge of books and their selec-
tion, and an enthusiastic desire to make her charge
a literary treasury. A department of American
antiquities, and valuable relics has also been
planned, and some collections already made of
documents, pictures, and other things of historical
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576  STATE LIBRA R Y . [CHAP. X V I .  
i n  all i ts expenditu res .  This necess i ty not only 
p revented the earl ier  bu i lding of a Capi tol ,  bu t 
the accumulation of an adequate l ibrary. Some 
of the earl ier  pu rchases of books were very 
j udic ious and valuable, bu t nei ther space nor  
means existed for placing the l ibrary in  proper  
condition .  S ince i t  has become ce rta in that books 
i f  pu rchased will be preserved and made accessibl e ,  
a great change has taken place, and the present  
col lect ion i s  al ready assuming importance .  By a 
careful system of exchanges, the Law Library has 
become very comple te in American Reports, ahd 
fairly su ppl ied with other English and American 
pu bl ication s,  and is constantly improving. The 
General Library is also advancing rapidly. Gover­
nor Baldwin while i n  office ven tu red upon what 
was . th en the u ntried experiment, of appoin ting a 
lady, M rs .  Harrie t  A .  Tenney, to be State Libra­
rian .  Her  nomination was cheerful ly ratified, and 
the choice has  been abu ndan tly j u stified by the 
result. The neatness and care wi th which the 
l ibrary room and i ts con ten ts have been arranged 
and kept, and the qu iet and decoru m prevai l i ng, 
are in themselves a great advantage, not always 
found in State l ibraries .  The Librarian has show n 
a thorough knowledge of books and the ir  selec­
t ion ,  and an enthu siast ic desire to make her  charge 
a l i te r.ary treasu ry. A departmen t  of American 
an tiqu 1t 1  s ,  and valuable rel ics has also been 
plan ned, and some col lections al ready made of 
documents ,  pi ctu res, and other thi ngs of h istorical 
Chap. XVI.] FALSE ECONOMY. 577
value, not least of which is the Roll of Honor of
the Michigan Soldiers who died in the Rebellion.
The wisdom of choosing a competent woman to
such an office has been recotrnised in some other
libraries in the State, which have also been for-
tunate in securing the right persons to act for
them. No one doubts that such places furnish
appropriate and legitimate scope for feminine
tact and accomplishments.
There is one matter in which the State has
no cause for self-gratulation. The Constitution of
1850, instead of leaving official salaries to be de-
termined by the Legislature, as changing circum-
stances might require, fixed the pay of all the
principal executive and judicial officers permanent-
ly, and at very low rates. There are few il any
of these persons who receive as large pay as their
own subordinates, or who can afford to devote
their whole time to their official duties. It is re-
markable that this state of things has not led to
greater mischiefs than have befallen the common-
wealth from it. Since Mr. McKinney's time the
ti*easury has been in the hands of competent and
wealthy men, whose services have been practically
almost gratuitous, but have been faithful and valu-
able. The Auditor General's office has been, so
far as is known, entirely above suspicion. The
management of public lands has on some occa-
sions been questioned. Frauds have been com-
mitted against the State by persons purchasing
lands, and it has been imagined that they were
37
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CHAP. XVI .] FALSE ECONOMY. 577  
value, not least of which is the Roll of  Honor of 
the M ichigan Soldiers who died in the Rebell ion .  
The wisdom of choosing a competent  woman to 
such an office has been recognised in some other 
l ibraries i n  the State, which have also been for­
tu nate i n  securing the right persons to act for 
them . No  one doubts that such places fu rn ish 
appropriate and legitimate scope for femin ine 
tact  and accom plishments .  
There i s  one matter in  which the State has 
no cause for self-gratu lation .  The Constitu tion of 
r 8 5 0, in stead of leaving official salaries to be de­
termined by the Legislatu re, as changing ci rcum­
stances might requ i re,  fixed the pay of al l the 
principal execu tive and j udicial officers permanent­
ly, and at very low rates .  There are few i f  any 
of these persons who receive as large pay as the i r  
own subordinates, o r  who can afford to  devote 
the ir  whole time to the ir  official du ties .  It is re­
markable that this s tate of thi ngs has not led to 
greater mischiefs than have befal len the common-
, w ealth from it . S ince M r. McKinney's t ime the 
treasu ry has been in the hands of competent and 
wealthy men, whose services have been practically 
almost gratu itous, bu t have been faithfu l  and valu­
able .  The Auditor General ' s  office has been , so 
far as  is known, en t irely above suspicion . The 
managem ent of publ ic  lands has on some occa­
s ions been qu estioned .  Frauds have been com­
mitted against  the State by persons pu rchas ing 
lands, and i t  has been imagined that they were 
37 
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not committed without the misconduct of some
one in the department. The impeachment of Mr.
Edmunds, the Commissioner, in 1872, while it was
not followed by his own conviction upon charges
of crime, indicated that there had been a course
of business in the office which was not conducted
on proper business principles, and which needed,
as it has received, amendment. The penurious
system which prevailed prevented that thorough
and systematic management imperatively required
by so important a branch of the public service,
and the property squandered very much exceeds
the money saved. In general the incumbents
have rendered good service without adequate pay.
But it is not good policy to make it difficult for
a faithful officer to hold office without great per-
sonal loss. Where the fixing of salaries has been
left to the Legislature, they have never been ex-
travagant. The disposition to suspect Legislative
bodies of liability to sinister influences in such
matters is absurd. If corruption is dreaded, and
if they are not to be trusted where it is possible,
they may as well be abolished at once. The
general power of legislation affords infinitely more
room for misconduct than that which relates to a
few offices. When the representatives of the
people are to be presumed unfit for their respon-
sibilities, republican government must cease. It
cannot exist without honesty, and it must be pre-
sumed, as it is true, that honesty is usually to be
found. The wisest constitutional restrictions are
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5 78 L E  }, LATIV E DISCRETION . lCu AP. X V I .  
not comm itted withou t the m isconduct of some 
one in  the department. The impeachment  of M r. 
Edmunds, the Commissioner, in  I 8 7 2 , whi le  i t  was 
not  followed by his own conviction upon charges 
of crime,  i ndicated that there had been a course 
of business in the office which was n ot conducted 
on proper bu s iness prin ciples ,  an d which needed, 
as it has received, amendmen t. The pen u riou s 
system which p revai led prevented that thorough 
and systematic management  imperatively requ i red 
by so importan t  a branch of the publ ic service, 
and the property squ andered very much exceeds 
the money saved. In general the i ncumben ts 
have rendered good service withou t adequate pay. 
Bu t  it is not good pol icy to make it d ifficul t  for 
a faithful officer to hold office withou t great per­
sonal loss .  Where the fixing of sala ries has been 
left to the Legis latu re, they have never been ex­
travagan t . The disposit ion to su spect Legislative 
bodies of l iabil i ty to s in ister i nfluences in such 
matte rs is absu rd .  I f  corruption i s  dreaded ,  and 
if they are not to be tru sted where i t  is possible, 
they may as well be abol ished at once .  The 
general power of legislation affords infin itely more 
room for misconduct  than that wh ich relates to a 
few offices. When the rep res en tatives of the 
people are to be presu med u nfi t  for the i r  respon ­
sibi l i ties, republ ican gove rnmen t must cease. I t  
cannot exist withou t honesty, and  i t  must be pre­
su med, as it is  true , that honesty i s  usually to be 
found. The wisest const i tu tional restrictions  are 
CiiAP. XVI.] PROGRESS. 579
intended to prevent haste and misjudgment, and
honestly intended encroachments tempted by pe-
culiar circumstances. They seldom, if ever, are
designed to indicate a distrust in personal integrity.
It is very much to be hoped that the people will
soon become convinced that honest work should
be honesdy paid, and that a generous confidence,
rationally guarded, is safer as well as more cred-
itable than perpetual distrust.
This year, of so much interest to the people
of the United States, finds Michigan furnishing a
hopeful illustration of the results of the experiment
made a hundred years ago. She was then
governed by martial law, with few people, and but
one civil settlement. For twenty years after the
Declaration of Independence, she remained under
British control, and was intended to be reserved
as a refuge for savages and a haunt of beasts of
the chase. A few years later she fell again for a
short time under the same governance, as much
to the surprise of the captors, as to the disgust
and rage of the surrendered. But with the re-
capture came the beginning of progress. Multi-
tudes of the Revolutionary patriots and of their
children came westward, to enjoy the inheritance
earned by the struggle for independence. The
laws and customs of the new land were fresh
copies of those of the older colonies, changed
only where change was needed. In every village
churches and schools stood foremost in the estima-
tion of the people, and ignorance, idleness and
immorality, were under the ban.
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CHAP. XVI . ] PROGRESS. 5 7 9  
i n tended to preven t  haste and misjudgment, and 
honestly in tended encroachments tempted by pe-
. cu l iar ci rcu mstances. They seldom, i f  ever, are 
designed to indicate a distrust i n  personal i n tegri ty. 
I t  is very much to be hoped that the people wil l  
soon become convinced that honest work shou ld 
be honestly paid, and that a generous confidence, 
rationally guarded, i s  safer as wel l as more cred­
i table than perpetual d istru st. 
This year, of so much in terest to the people 
of the U ni ted States, finds Michigan fu rn ish ing a 
hopefu l  i l lu stration of  the resul ts of the experiment  
made a hundred years ago.  She was then 
governed by martial law, with few people,  and but 
one civi l  settlement .  For twen ty years after the 
Dedaration of Independence, she remained under 
Brit ish con trol ,  and was in tended to be reserved 
as a refuge for savages and a haun t  of beasts o
.
f 
the chase .  A few years later she fel l  again for a 
short t ime u nder the same governance, as much 
to the su rprise of the captors, as to the disgust 
and rage of the su rrendered . But  with the re­
capture came the beginn ing of progress. Mul ti ­
tu des of the Revolu t ionary patriots and of the ir  
chi ldren came westward, to enjoy the inheritance 
earned by the struggle for i ndependence.  The 
laws and customs of the new land were fresh 
copies of those of the older colonies, changed 
only where change was needed. In every vi l lao-e 
chu rches and schools stood foremost in  the estima­
tion of the people, and ign oran ce, i lene and 
immoral i ty, were under  the ban .  
580 PAST AND I^ESENT. [Chai-. XVI.
The beginning of our existence as a- State was
rendered unfortunate by the mistaken notion that
wealth and capital could be made up out of con-
fidence, instead of patient industry. The land was
rich and lay directly in the pathway to the further
west, where the unerring instincts of our wander-
ing race have always led them in search of em-
pire. The future was sure, but too uncertain in
date to be wisely discounted. No one then
dreamed of the shortening of time and space by
improved railways and telegraphs, nor was there
any confidence in the quick passage of the ocean
by steam, whereby it has become possible to
crowd and multiply immigration faster than the
country can absorb it. And yet in a vague way
the hopes of the new settlements kept up with all
the possibilities.
Many people are yet living who remember
well the whole course of the Territory. Very
many more are familiar with all the fortunes of
the State. The population which would not have
crowded a large village has now extended beyond
a million and a third. The improved lands ex-
ceed five and a half millions of acres, and there
are more than 113,000 farms occupied almost
entirely by owners and not by tenants. Besides
agricultural products, the products of industry in-
clude lumber, copper and iron, and all the shapes
in which they may be wrought, as well as sugar,
fish, salt, and an infinite variety of manufactured
articles. The railroads in the State exceed 3,700
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580 PAST A N D  fR.ESENT. [CHA.I'. XVI.  
The beginning of our existence as a- State was 
rendered unfortu nate by the m istaken notion that 
wealth and capital could be made up out  of con­
fidence, instead of  patient industry. The land was 
rich and lay directly in the pathway to the fu rther  
west, where the u nerring i nstincts of ou r wander­
ing race have always l ed them in search of em­
pire .  The fu ture was su re, but too u ncertain  in 
date to be wisely discounted. No one then 
dreamed of the shortening of time and space by 
improved railways and telegraphs, nor  was there 
any confidence in  the quick passage of the ocean 
by steam, whereby i t  has become possible to 
crowd and mu ltiply immigration faster than the 
cou n try can absorb it .  And yet in  a vague way 
the hopes of the new settlements kept up  with all 
the poss ibi l i ties .  
Many people are yet l iv ing who remember 
well the whole course of the Territory. Very 
many more are famil iar with all the fortunes of 
the State . The population which would not have 
crowded a large vi llage has now extended beyond 
a mil l ion and a third .  The improved lands ex­
ceed five and a half m il l ions of acres, and there 
are more than 1 1 3 ,000 farms occupied almost 
enti rely by owners and not by tenants .  Besides 
agricultu ral products, the products of industry in­
clu de lumber, copper and i ron ,  and all the shapes 
in which they may be wrought, as well as sugar, 
fish, salt, and an infinite variety of manufactu red 
articles .  The rai lroads in the State exceed 3, 700 
Chap. XVI.] CONSTITUTIONAL FREEDOM. 581
miles, at a cost of more than 140 millions of
dollars, in view of which the five million loan,
which was such an incubus on the State, appears
very insignificant. The ordinary school houses re-
present a value of ^^9,000,000, and the annual
school expenditures approach $3,500,000. The
bonded debt of the State is less than $1,600,000
— less than $1.20 for each person.
During the whole period of the State existence
there has been unbroken peace with her neigh-
bors, and, since her admission into the Union, no
quarrel with any other State. No capital sentence
has been executed during this time. There has
been no general famine, and no very fatal epidemic.
Political rancor has not degenerated into treason
or sedition, and serious riots have been rare and
confined with narrow bounds. Only one State
officer has been convicted of malversation in office,
and only one more has been put upon his trial.
The people are thoroughly American in their
habits and sympathies, attached to their State and
attached to the Union. They have gained their
prosperity by constitutional liberty, and they re-
cognise in the preservation and enforcement of
constitutions and laws their best safeguards
against the dangers that beset a civilized com-
monwealth.
THE END.
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CnAr. XV I. ]  CONSTITUTIONAL FREEDOM . 581 
miles, at a cost of more than I 40 mill ions of 
dollars, in  view of which the five mill ion loan, 
which was such an incubus on the State, appears 
very insignificant. The ordinary school houses re­
present a value of $9,000,000, and the annual 
school expenditu res approach $J ,500,ooo. The 
bonded debt of the State is less than $ I  , 600,000 
-less than $ I . 20 for each person . 
During the whole period of the State existence 
there has been u nbroken peace with her neigh­
bors, and, s ince her a_dmission into the U nion , no 
quarrel with any other State . No capital sentence 
has been executed du ring this time .  There has 
been no general famine, and no very fatal epidemic. 
Political rancor has not degenerated into treason 
or sedition, and serious riots have been rare and 
confined with narrow bou nds.  Only one State 
officer has been convicted of malversation in office, 
and only one more has been put upon his trial . 
The people are thoroughly American in  the i r  
habits and sympathies, attached to their State and 
attached to the Union .  They have gained thei r  
prosperity by  constitu tional l iberty, and they re­
cognise in the preservation and enforcement of 
cons ti tu tions and laws thei r  best safeguard 
against the dangers that beset a civil ized com­
monwealth .  
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INDEX
Abhott, Edward, Commander at Vin-
cennes, 173.
Abbott, James, on committee of tra-
ders to prevent sales of liquor, 164;
James, his son, Judge of Common
IMeas, 251.
Abbott, Robert, Auditor General, 348 ;
State Treasurer, 399.
Absolute system of French government,
5, 77, 171 ; of English after the con-
quest of Canada, 132, 156.
Acadians, 108, 117.
Adams, armed vessel captured at De-
troit at surrender, 281; recaptured
as the '' Detroit," 336.
Aigremont, Clerambaut d', reports on
Detroit, 61, 65, 68, 75.
Aikins, Captain In British army, be-
friends American prisoners, 349.
Akansas, tribe visited by Joliet, 30.
Albany traders at Detroit, 116.
Allen, Lieutenant Colonel, killed at
Frenchtown, 338, 342.
Allouez, Father, 12.
Amherst, Sir Jeffrey, 116, [29.
Amikoue or Beaver Indians, at Beaver
Islands, 547.
Ancrum, Major William, commanding
at Detroit : dealings with the Mo-
ravians, 187.
Anderson, Colonel John, Michigan of-
ficer, 242, 305.
Anderson, Lieutenant John, at surren-
der of Detroit, 300, 309.
Angell, James B (LL.D.), President
of University, 554.
Anioton, an Indian chief, 102.
Anthon, Dr. George Christian, receives
grant from Pontiac, 120, 140.
L'Arbre Croche, an Indian settlement,
94; good character of people, 94,
119, 517.
Armistice in War of 1612, 323, 325.
Askin, John, befriends the Moravians,
187; engages in plan to secure con-
trol of Michigan, 199; retains Brit-
ish allegiance, 200.
Askin, John, Junior, at capture of
Mackinaw, 283.
Asylums, 515, 531, 574.
Atasson or Ottason, Schiettiin's name,
201 n.
Atiochiarontiong, (one of the forms of
Taochiarontiong, or Teuchsa Gron-
die), a Huron name tor the region
about Detroit and Lake ?'rie, 37, 48,
56.
Atvvater, Reuben, Territorial Secretary,
238 ; warns Hull of danger, 276.
Audrain, Peter, a public officer at De-
troit, 350-1.
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AB HOTT, Edward, Commander at Vin­
cennes, 1 73 ·  
Abbott, Jame , on committee o f  tra­
ders to prevent sales of l i quor, 1 64 ; 
James, his son , Judge of Common 
Pleas, 25 r .  
Abbott, Robert, Auditor General, 348 ; 
State Treasurer, 399.  
Absolute system of French government, 
5,  77,  l 7 l ; of English after the con· 
quest of Canada, 1 3 2, 1 5 6. 
A ca di ans, 1 08, l l 7. 
Adams, armed vessel captured at De­
troit  at surrender, 28 1 ; recaptured 
as the '' Detroit,' ' 3 36. 
Aigremont, Clerambaut d ' ,  report on 
Detroit ,  6 1 ,  65, 68, 7 5 .  
Ai kin , Captai n 1n Briti h army, be-
fr iends American pri oners, 349 . 
Akansa , tribe vi ited by Joliet, 30. 
Albany traders at Detroit, u 6. 
Allen, Lieutenant Colonel, ki l led at 
Frenchtown, 338, 342. 
Allouez, Father, 1 2 . 
Amher - t ,  ' i r  Jeffrey, 1 1 6, r 29 .  
Amikoue or Beaver I ndian , at Beaver 
I land , 547 .  
Ancrum) M aj or "Wi l l iam, commanding 
at Detroit : dealings with the Mo­
ravians, 1 87. 
A 
Anderson, Colonel John, Mich igan of­
ficer, 242, 305. 
Anderson, Lieutenant John, at surren ­
der of Detroit,  300, 309. 
Angell ,  James B (LLD.) ,  President 
of University, 554. 
Anioton, an Indian chief, 1 0 2 .  
Anthon, Dr. George Christi an, rece i \'e. 
grant from Pontiac, 1 20, 1 40. 
L' Arbre Croche, an Indi an settlement 
94 ; good character of people, 94, 
I I 9 ,  5 1 7. 
Armistice in War of I b 1 2, 3 23 ,  325 .  
Askin, John, befriends the  Moravian 
I 87 ; engage in plan to ecure con ­
trol of Michigan, 1 99 ;  retains Bri t ­
i s h  al l eg i an ce , 200. 
Ask i n , J ohn, J unior at apture of 
M ackinaw, 283. 
A ylums, 5 1 5 ,  53 1 ,  5 74· 
Ata -on or Otta on, ' ch ieffii n'  n ame, 
20 1 n .  
Ati ochiarontiono-, (one f the form- of 
Taochiarontiong, or Teuch �a Gro n ­
die), a H uron n a m e  t o r  t he reo- i on 
abuut Detroit and Lake r ie ,  3 7  4t , 
56.  
twater, Reuben Terri torial ' ecre tary, 
23 ; warns H ul l  of dan er, 276. 
Audrain, Peter, a public officer a t  De­
troit, 350- r .  
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INDEX.
Baby, Colonel Francis, of Canada,
195 ; ransoms American prisoners,
349-
Baggattaway, an Indian game of ball,
used as a device to enter Mackinaw
in 1763, 121; attempted at Detroit,
124.
Bailey, Lewis E., his horse, 448.
Bagley, John J., Governor"^ of Michi-
gan, 545, 556
Baker, Ensign, story of his adventures
after Battles of Frenchtown, 348.
Baldwin, Henry P., Governor of Mich-
igan, 545, 556, 561, 576.
Ball-play at Shawnee village between
Indians and squaws, 210.
Bank of Detroit chartered, but annulled
by Congress, 244.
Bank of Michigan chartered, 400.
Banking system of Michigan carried
to excess, 489-492, 513.
Barclay, Captain, defeated by Perry,
367-
Barre, Governor de la, friendly to set-
tlements, 41 ; controversy with Don-
gan, 42.
Barrow, Captain, of British army, be-
friends American prisoners, 349.
Barry, John S , Governor, 515, 531,545.
Barstow, Samuel, 512.
Bassett, Major Henry, British Com-
mander, 149, 150, 152.
Bates, Frederick, Territorial Judge,
237; Secretary and Governor of
Missouri, 239.
Battle of Bloody Run, 129; of Tippe-
canoe, 260 ; of River Raisin, 338,
344; of Fort Meigs, 357; of Fort
Stephenson, 360 ; of Lake Erie, 367 ;
of the Thames, 371.
Bayard, Major Robert, British Com-
mander, establishes courts, 141, 142.
Beauharnois, Charles, Marquis de.
Governor General, grants lands at
Detroit, 88, 89, 90.
Beauvais de Tilly, goes with Tonty to
Seneca campaign, 45.
Beavers in Upper Canada and Michi-
gan, 48, 58
Beaver Island, Mormon kingdom there,
547, 549-
Bellestre (or Belletre), Francois Marie
Piquote de : his property in De-
troit, 60, 63, 145 ; accompanies In-
dian chiefs to Quebec, and returns
with De la Richardie, loi ; last
French Commander at Detroit, 109,
no.
Bellefontaine, or Springwells, 297.
Belle He, above Detroit, formerly He a
Ste. Claire, and He aux Cochons,
124; Fisher murdered there by In-
dians, 125; granted to George Mc-
Dougall, 170.
Beneworth, James, engraver, 489.
Biddle, Major John : contributor to
historical sketches, 422 ; delegate to
Congress, 398; candidate for Senate,
469.
Bigot, Intendant : his misconduct and
conviction, 92.
Big Siiake joins Harrison, 362.
Bingham, Kinsley S., Governor, 515,
545, 563; Senator, 563-4, 570.
Bird, Captain Henry, makes incursion
into Kentucky, 181.
Black Hawk War, 436.
Black Hoof joins Harrison, 362.
Blair, Austin, Governor, 545, 565, 568
Blood, Dr., wounded at Detroit, 300.
Bloody Run, massacre of, 129.
Bluejacket, Shawnee chief: his village
and doings there, 210.
Bois-blanc Island of Detroit River, 59;
headquarters of Hurons, 99; mission
removed to Sandwich, 10 1 ; dispute
as to its nationality, 228 ; Tecum-
seh's headquarters, 369 ; forest re-
moved in Patriot War, 511.
Boish6bert, Captain, French Comman-
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BABY, Colonel Francis, of Canada, 
I 95 ; r3.nsoms American prisoners, 
349· 
Baggattaway, an Indian game of ball, 
used as a device to enter Mackinaw 
in  I 763, 1 2 1 ; attempted at Detroit ,  
1 24. 
Bailey, Lewis E. , his horse, 448. 
Bagley, John J. ,  Governor1 of Michi­
gan, 545, 5 56 
B3.ker, Ensign, story of his adventures 
after Battles of Frenchtown, 348. 
Baldwin, Henry P. , Governor of Mich­
igan, 545 ,  5 5 6, 5 6 I , 5 76. 
Bal l-play at Shawnee village between 
Indians and squaws, 2 I O. 
Bank of Detroit chartered, but annulled 
by Congress, 244. 
Bank of Michigan chartered, 400. 
Banking system of Michigan carried 
to excess, 489-49 2, 5 I 3 ·  
B 
Barclay, Captain, defeated by Perry, 
367.  
Barre, Governor de la, friendly to set­
t lements, 4 I ; controversy with Don­
gan, 42. 
Barrow, Captain, of British army, be-
fri�nds American prisoners, 349.  
Barry, John S ,  Governor, 5 1 5 ,  53 1 , 545 ·  
Barstow,  Samuel , 5 1 2 . 
Bassett, M ajor Henry, Bri tish Com­
mander, 1 49, I 50, 1 52 .  
Bates, .Frederi ck, Territonal Judge, 
23 7 ; Secretary and Governor of 
Missouri, 239. 
Battle of Bloody Run.  I 29 ; of Tippe­
canoe, 260 ; of River Raisin, 338, 
344 ; of Fort Meigs, 3 5 7 ; of Fort 
Stephenson, 360 ; of Lake Erie, 367 ; 
of the Thame , 37 r .  
Bayard, Major Robert, Bri t ish Com­
mander, establishes courts, 1 4 1 ,  1 42 .  
Beauharnois, Charle , Marquis  de, 
Governor General , grants land at 
Detroi t, 88, 89 , 90. 
Beauvais de Ti lly, goes with Tonty to 
Seneca campaign, 45. 
Beavers in  Upper Canada and Michi­
gan, .48, 5 8  
Beaver Island, Mormon kingdom there, 
547, 549· 
Bel lestre (or Belletre ) ,  Fran<;ois Marie 
Piq uote de : his property in De­
troit ,  60, 63 , I 45 ; accompanies In ­
dian chiefs to Quebec, and returns 
with De la Richardie, 1 0 1  ; l ast 
French Commander at Detroit ,  1 09, 
I I O. 
Bellefontaine, or Spri ngwel ls, 29 7.  
Belle I le, above Detroit, formerly Ile a 
Ste. C laire, and I le aux Cochons, 
1 24 ;  Fisher murdered there by In­
dians, 1 25 ; granted to George Mc­
Dougall ,  I 70. 
Benewort h, James, engraver, 489. 
Biddle, Major John : contributor to  
histori cal sketches, 422 ; delegate to  
Congress, 398 ; candidate for Senate, 
469 . 
Bigot, Intendant : his misconduct and 
conviction, 9 2 .  
Big Snake jo ins H arrison, 362. 
Bingham, Kinsley S., Governor, 5 I  5, 
545, 563 ;  Senator, 563-4, 5 70. 
Bird, Captain H enry, makes i ncursion 
into Kentucky, 1 8 r .  
Black Hawk W ar, 436. 
Black H oof joins H arrison , 362. 
Blair, Austin, Governor, 545, 565 , 568 
Blood, Dr. , wounded at Detroit ,  300. 
Bloody .Kun, massacre of, I 29. 
Bluej acket, Shawnee chief : his vi l lage 
and doings there, 2 r o .  
Bois-blanc Island of Detroit River, 59 ; 
headquarters of HuroPs, 99 ; mission 
removed to Sandwich, IO l ; dispute 
as to i ts nationality, 2 28 ; Tecum­
seh's headquarters, 369 ; forest re­
moved in Patriot War, 5 I I .  
Boishebert, Captain, French Cornman-
INDEX
585
dant, favors settlement at Detroit,
89, 90 ; authorizes mill to be built,
ib.
Boone, Daniel, captive at Detroit, 175 ;
attacked by British, ih.
Boundary disputes : on the lakes, 2 ;
at Bois-blanc, 229 ; on southern bor-
der, 209, 231, 433, 444-448, 449-463,
470-477.
Bounties to industries, 493.
Bounty lands : Michigan reported un-
fit for them, 379, 380.
Bourgmont, Commander of Detroit in
Cadillac's absence, is attacked by
Indians, 67 n.
Bradstreet, Colonel, visits Detroit and
makes treaty, 130, 131.
Brady, Fort, at Sault Ste. Marie : Cass
obtains Indian cession for, 404 ; in-
terferes with ship canal, 502.
Brandy traffic at Mackinaw and De-
troit, 64, 65, 85.
Brant encouraged by the British against
the Americans, 191, 257.
Brevoort, (Major and Commodore)
Henry B., 366, 368.
British conquer Canada and occupy
Detroit, 109, iii; early endeavors
to get a foothold in Michigan, 29, 39,
42, 43, 51 ; Roseboom and McGre-
gory expeditions captured, 43 ; Iro-
quois cession, 56 ; govern Michigan
by martial law, 132, 156, 162; pass
Quebec Act, 153 ; send expeditions
from Detroit in Revolution, 172, 174,
181 ; retain posts in violation of
treaty, 189; excite Indians against
Americans, 192; give up the posts
in 1776, 197; subsidize Indians, 257,
401, 406; take Detroit, 302; occu-
pation and re-surrender, Chap. XII.
Brock, General Sir Isaac, takes De-
troit, 301 ; is knighted, 336 ; killed,
ib.
Brown, Dr. Wm., 350, 351, 356.
Brown County, 388.
Brownstown, battle of, 287, 289.
Brush, Colonel Elijah, Attorney Gen-
eral, 219; mystifies the court, ib.;
colonel of militia, 242 ; commands
regiment during War of 1812, 321 ;
aids prisoners, 350; banished by
Proctor, 356.
Brush, Captain Henry, endeavors to
take supplies to Detroit, 287, 296 ;
refuses to surrender, 305 ; vindicated
by court martial, 306.
Buckongahelas, a Delaware chief: af-
fairs at his village, 210.
Buffaloes common in Michigan, 1 13.
Bull, George H., botanist, 4S8.
Burnet, Judge Jacob, 210.
Burr's conspiracy leads to special leg-
islation, 264.
Burt, William A., inventor of the solar
compass, 527-8.
Burtis, Captain John, introduces horse
and steam ferries, 413, 414.
Bushlopers or bushrangers, 14, 16, 52.
Cadarachqui or Cadaraqui, a name
y of Lake Ontario, 52, 56.
Cadillac, Antoine de la Motte, Lord of
Bouaquat and Mont Desert, a prom-
inent officer, 50; desires to fortify
the Strait, 5 1 ; visits France and ob-
tains authority, 52,53; builds Fort
Pontchartrain, 54, 59 ; career at De-
troit, Chap, v.; his character, 64;
38
made Governor of Louisiana, 76 ;
descendants, 80.
Cadotte, Monsieur, interpreter at Sault
Ste. Marie, in.
Caledonia, British man-of-war, captur-
ed at Fort Erie, 281, 336; used in
attack on Mackinaw, 283 ; one of
Perry's fleet, 367.
Calli^res, Louis Hector de. Governor
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I N D E X . 585 
dant, favors settlement a t  Detroit, 
89, 90 ; authorizes mill to be built, 
ib. 
Boone, Daniel, captive at Detroit, l 7 5 ; 
attacked by British, ib. 
Boundary disputes : on the lakes, 2 ; 
at Bois· blanc, 229 ; on southern bor­
der, 209, 23 1 , 433 , 444-448, 449-463, 
470-477.  
Bounties to industries, 493.  
Bounty lands : Michigan reported un­
fit for them, 3 79, 380. 
Bourgmunt, Commander of Detroit in 
Cadillac's absence, is attacked by 
Indians, 67 n .  
Bradstreet, Colonel, visits Detroit and 
makes treaty, 1 30, 13 I .  
Brady, Fort, at Sault Ste. Marie : Cass 
obtains Indian cession for, 404 ; in­
terferes with ship canal , 502. 
Brandy traffic at Mackinaw and De­
troit, 64, 65,  85.  
Brant encouraged by the British against 
the Americans, 1 9 1 ,  2 5 7. 
Brevoort, ( Major and Commodore) 
Henry B., 366, 368. 
British conquer Canada and occupy 
Detroit, 1 09, 1 l l ;  early endeavors 
to get a foothold in Michigan, 29, 39, 
42, 43, 5 I ; Roseboom and Mc Gre­
gory expediti ons captured, 43 ; Iro­
quois cession, 56 ; govern Michigan 
by martial law, 1 32, 1 56, 1 62 ; pass 
Quebec Act, 1 53 ; send expediti ons 
from Detroit in Revolution, 1 72,  1 74, 
CADARACHQUI or C adaraqui, a name 
of Lake Ontario, 5 2, 56. 
Cadillac, Antoine de la  Motte, Lord of 
Bouaquat and Mont Desert, a prom­
inent officer, 50 ; desires to fortify 
the Strait, 5 l ; visits France and ob­
tains authority, 5 2, 53 ; build'" Fort 
Pontchartrain, 54, 59 ;  career at De­
troit, Chap. V.; his character, 64 ; 
:18 
c 
I 8 1  ; retain posts m violation of 
treaty, 1 89 ;  excite Indians against 
American , 1 9 2 ; give up the post 
in 1 7 76, 1 9 7 ; subsidize Indi ans, 2 5 7 ,  
40 I ,  406 ; take Detroit, 302 ; occu­
pation and re -surrender, Chap. X I I .  
Brock, General Sir I aac, takes De­
troit, 30 1 ; is knighted, 336 ; ki l led, 
ib. 
Brown, Dr. Wm. , 3 50, 3 5 1 , 3 56. 
Brown County, 388. 
Brownstown, battle of, 287, 289.  
Brush , Colonel Elijah, Attorney Gen -
eral, 2 1 9 ; mystifies the court, ib. ; 
colonel of militia, .  242 ; command 
regiment during W ar of 1 8 1 2, 32 1 ; 
aids prisoners, 3 50 ; bani:hed by 
Proctor, 356. 
Brush , Captain Henry, endeavors to 
take supplies to Detroit, 287, 296 ; 
refuses to surrender, 305 ; vindicated 
by court martial, 306. 
Buckongahelas, a Delaware chief : af-
fairs at his village, 2 1 0. 
Buffaloes common in  Michigan, 1 l J .  
Bull, George H . ,  botanist , 488. 
Burnet, Judge Jacob, 2 1 0. 
Burr's conspiracy ltads to special leg­
islation, 264. 
Burt, William A . ,  inventor of the solar 
compass, 5 27-8. 
Burtis, Captain John, introduces horse 
and steam ferrie5, 4 1 3, 4 1 4. 
Bushlopers or bushrangers, 1 4, i 6, 52.  
made Governor of Louisiana, 76 ; 
descendants, 80. 
Cadotte, Monsieur, interpreter at Sault 
Ste. Marie, 1 l 1 .  
Caledonia, British man-of- war, captur­
ed at Fort Erie, 2 l, 336 ; u ed in  
attack on Mackinaw, 283 · one of  
Perry's fleet, 367. 
Callieres Louis Hector de, Governor 
5S6
INDEX.
of New France, 56 ; confers with
Iroquois about Detroit, 55 ; unjust
to Cadillac, 67.
Campau, Joseph, occupies place of
Cadillac's house, 62.
Campau, Charles, builds water-mill, 90.
Campbell, Donald, Captain and Major
in 60th Royal Americans, first Brit-
ish Commander of Detroit, 116;
visits Pontiac's camp, 127; murder-
ed by Saginaw chief Wasson, 128.
Campbell, John, Colonel, and Com-
mander at Detroit, took part in
Croghan's negotiations with Indians,
139; repaired fort, 140; levied
taxes, 141.
Campbell, James V., Judge, 569 ; law
professor, 555.
Canada or New France, included Mich-
igan, 3 ; conquered by Great Britain,
109 ; governed by royal proclama-
tion, 132 ; brought under Quebec
Act, 153, 155; divided into Upper
and Lower Canada, 194 ; invaded by
Hull, 278; disaffection caused by
proclamation, 279, 321, 322, 326;
evacuated by Hull, 290 ; invaded by
Harrison, 269.
Canada Company control trade at De-
troit. 66.
Cannon captured in Revolution, re-
captured at Detroit, and again re-
taken at the Thames, 336.
Canoes : their size fixed for trading
purposes, 74, 401.
Capital punishment inflicted by Judge
Dejean, 166; abolished, 524.
Capital of Michigan removed to Lan-
sing, 533-
Capitol building at Detroit, 410; at
Lansing, 575.
Carantouan, whether the same as Kar-
ontaen, 37.
Carheil, Father, missionary at Mack-
inaw, 64.
Carignan Regiment, 27.
Carleton, Sir Guy, (Lord Dorchester),
157; establishes courts, 159; makes
appointments at Detroit, 161 ; gives
land to tory refugees, 194 ; encour-
ages Indians, 191, 194.
Carts, fashionable vehicles in Detroit,
421.
Cass, Lewis, (Colonel and General) :
meeting with Judge Sibley, 218; el-
ected colonel of volunteers, 274 ;
defeats British at Canard River, but
is prevented by Hull from moving
on Maiden, 279 ; sent away with Mc-
Arthur before surrender of Detroit,
297 ; reports facts at Washington,
329 ; promoted, 330 ; in Harrison's
army, 371 ; his brigade left at Sand-
wich, ib.; volunteer aid in Battle of
the Thames, 372 ; Governor of
Michigan, 376; his administration,
Chap. XIII.; advanced political
views, 392, 413 ; expedition to sour-
ces of the Mississippi, 400; gallant
conduct at Sault Ste. Marie, 403 ;
expedition with Colonel McKenney,
414 ; made Secretary of War, 419 ;
literary and social surroundings, 420 ;
Senator, 536 ; Secretary of State, 564.
Catholepistemiad, 385.
Cattle at Detroit, 61, 86.
Cavelier, {sec La Salle), Monsieur,
brother of La Salle, defrauds the
Chevalier de Tonty, 46.
Celoron, Commander at Detroit, 93, 99.
Census of Canada. 69; of Michigan,
234, 442.
Chabert de Joncaire, the Chevalier
Frangois, influential with the Sene-
cas, 114; suspected by British, 147 ;
delegate from Wayne County in As-
sembly of Northwest Territory, 114,
219.
Chacornacle, a lieutenant of Cadillac,
54.
Chambers, Major, sent by Brock to
raise forces to relieve Maiden, and
fails to obtain them, 279, 287, 322.
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5S6 I N D E X . 
of New France, 56 ; confers with 
Iroquois about Detroit,  5 5 ; unj ust 
to Cadillac, 67. 
C ampau, Joseph, occupies place of 
C adillac's house, 62. 
Campau, C harles, builds water-mill ,  90. 
Campbell, Donald, C aptain and Major 
in 6oth Royal Americans, first Brit­
i �h Commander of Detroit, l 1 6 ; 
visits Pontiac's camp, 1 2 7 ; murder­
ed by Saginaw chief Wasson, 1 28. 
Campbell, John, Colonel, and Com­
mander at Detroit ,  took p art in  
Croghan's negotiations with Indians, 
1 39 ; repaired fort, 1 40 ; levied 
taxes, 1 4 1 .  
C ampbell ,  James V . ,  Judge, 569 ; law 
professor, 5 5 5 .  
Canada o r  N e w  France, incl u ded �ich­
igan, 3 ;  conquered by Great Britain, 
1 09 ; governed by royal proclama­
tion, 1 3 2 ; brought under Quebec 
Act,  1 53 ,  1 55 ; divided into Upper 
and Lower Canada, 1 94 ; i nvaded by 
H ul l ,  2 7 8 ; disaffection caused by 
proclamation, 2 79, 3 2 1 ,  3 22, 3 26 ; 
evacuated by H ull ,  290 ; invaded by 
H arrison, 269. 
Canada Company control trade at De­
troit .  66. 
Cannon captured in Revolution, re­
captured at Detroit, and again re­
taken at the  Thames, 336. 
Canoes : their size fixed for trading 
purpDses, 74, 40 1 .  
Capital punishment inflicted by J udge 
Dejean, 1 66 ; abolished, 5 24. 
Capital of Michigan removed to Lan­
sing, 533.  
C apitol building at Detroit ,  4 1 0 ; at 
Lansi ng, 5 7 5 .  
Carantouan, whether the a m e  a s  Y ar­
ontaen, 3 7. 
Carheil, Father, missionary at M ack­
i naw, 64. 
C arignan Regiment, 2 7. 
Carleton, · i r  Guy, ( Lord Dorchester), 
r 5 7 ; establ ishes courts, 1 59 ;  makes 
appoi ntments at  Detroit, 1 6 1 ; gives 
land to tory refugees, 1 94 ; encour­
ages Indians, 1 9 1 ,  1 94· 
Carts, fashionable vehicles i n  Detroit, 
42 1 .  
Cass, Lewi s, ( Colonel and General) : 
meeting with Judge Sibley, 2 1 8 ; el­
ected colonel of volunteers, 2 74 ; 
defeats British at C anard Ri ver, but 
is prevented by H ull  from moving 
on Malden, 2 79 ; ent away with Mc­
Arthur before surrender of Detroi t ,  
297 ; reports facts a t  Washington, 
329 ; promoted, 330 ; i n  H arrison' s 
army, 3 7 1 ; his brigade left at Sand­
wich, ib. ;  volunteer aid in Battle of 
the Thames, 3 72 ; Governor of 
:'.V.l ichigan, 3 76 ; his administration, 
C h ap. X I I I . ;  advanced political 
vi ews, 392, 4 1 3 ; expedition to sour­
ces of the Mississippi , 400 ; gal lant 
conduct at Sault Ste. Marie, 403 ; 
expedition with Colonel McKenney, 
4 1 4 ; made Secretary of W ar, 4 1 9  ; 
l i terary and social surroundings, 420 ; 
Senator, 536 ; Secretary of State, 564. 
Catholepi stemiad, 385. 
C attle at Detroit ,  6 1 ,  86. 
Cavelier, (see La Salle) , Monsieur, 
brother of La S alle, defrauds the 
Cheval ier de Tonty, 46 . 
Celoron , Commander at Detroi t, 93, 99·  
Census of C anada. 69 ; of Michigan, 
234, 442. 
Chabert de J oncaire, the C hevalier 
Franc;ois, influential with the Sene­
cas, I 1 4 ; suspected by British, 1 47 ; 
delegate from Wayne County i n  As­
sembly of North west Territory, I 1 4, 
2 1 9. 
Chacornacle, a lieutenant of Cadi llac, 
54· 
C hambers, Maj or, sent by Brock to 
raise forces t o  relieve Malden, and 
fails to obtain them, 2 79, 287, 322.  
INDEX
587
Champlain, said to have known the
Strait, lo.
Chancery, Court of, 480; abolished,
480, 522.
Chandler, Zachariah, Senator, 564, 571.
Chaplain, duties of, devolved on mili-
itary officers, 179, 204.
Chapoton, a French citizen, communi-
cates with Pontiac, 127.
Charlevoix, Father, the historian, 4 ;
visits Detroit, 86.
Chaudiere, a name of Lake Ste. Claire,
38-
Chegoimegon, mission at, 12.
Chemin du Ronde, the road next to the
pickets at Detroit, 60.
Chene, Captain Isidore, of Detroit, at-
tempts to capture Daniel Boone, 175.
Chicago massacre, 293, 295, 305.
Chiery, a monopolist at Detroit, 88.
Chillicothe, made capital of Northwest
Territory, 222 ; discontent and riots,
223.
China, supposed to be accessible, 21.
Chipman, Henry, Territorial Judge,
410, 435.
Chippewa (or Ojibway) Indians, fiercer
than Ottawas, 119; destroy the
Mackinaw garrison, 121 ; allow Mo-
ravians to settle at Clinton River,
184.
Cholera at Detroit, 437-8, 441.
Christiancy, Isaac P., Judge, 569 ;
Senator, ib.
Churches organized, 396-7; Sail.;
Anne's, 81, 255, 398, 387.
Cincinnati, capital of Northwest Ter-
ritory, 222.
Clark, George Rogers, captures Vin-
cennes and Kaskaskia, 174, 176;
sends Governor Hamilton and others
prisoners to Virginia, 176.
Clay, General Green, at Fort Meigs,
359-
Clinton River, formerly Huron, 184,
412. ,
Colbert, offers rewards for discovery,
29 ; checks clerical powers, ib.
Golden, Cadwallader, plans against
Detroit, 108.
Colonial absolutism, 5 ; contrasted
with common-law system, 106, 134,
171 ; colonial industry encouraged
by France, 106.
Combs, General Leslie, captain and
scout at Fort Meigs, 358; runs the
gauntlet, ib.
Commanders at Detroit : their names,
93 ; their privileges, 87, 97.
Commission of charities, 561.
Compiled Laws, 542.
Concessions of land, 71, 79, 90.
Conges or trade licenses, 25, 69,
Connor, Richard, with Moravians, 187.
Connor, Henry, an interpreter, 187.
Constantine, Father, a missionary,
killed, 67 71.
Constitution of Michigan of 1835, 462,
538; of 1850, 539, 540, 544, 571,
572.
Constitutional commission and its fail-
ure, 573.
Contencinau, Jean, executed at Detroit
by order of Dejean, 166,
Conti, Princess of, a patroness of
1'onty, 33.
Convention to form constitution, 462 ;
to consider conditions of admission,
475; Frost-bitten, 477; second con-
stitutional, 539 ; third constitutional,
572.
Cooley, Thomas M., Judge, 569, 555;
compiles Statutes, 542.
Copper mines on Lake Superior, 147,
148, 529.
Corporation laws, 538.
Corrigenda: page 197, line 21, for
"administration" read "admiration";
page 326, line 8, for 'Messon" read
"lessen."
Council of Northwest Territory, 208 ;
of Michigan, i, 409, 411-13, 416.
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I N D E X . 587 
Champlain, said t o  have known the 
Strait, 10. 
Chancery, Court of, 480 ; abol ished, 
480, 5 22. 
Chandler, Zachariah, Senator, 564, 5 7 1 .  
Ch aplain, duties of, devolved o n  mi 1 i ­
i tary officers, l 79,  204. 
Chapoton, a French citizen, communi­
cates with Pontiac, 1 27 .  
Charlevoix, Father, the historian, 4 ;  
visits Detroit, 86. 
Chaudiere, a name of Lake Ste. C l ai re, 
38. 
Chegoimegon, mission at, 1 2. 
C h emin du Ronde, the road next to the 
pickets at Detroit, 60. 
C hene, Captain Isi dore, of Detroit, at-
tempts to capture Daniel Boone, 1 7 5 ·  
C hicago massacre, 193, 295, 305 . 
Chier y, a · monopol ist at Detroit, 88. 
C hill icothe, made capital of N orthwest 
Territory, 222 ; discontent and riots, 
223. 
China, supposed to be accessible, 2 1 .  
C hi pman, Henry, Territori al Judge, 
4 10, 435· 
Chippewa ( or Oj ibway) I ndi ans, fiercer 
�han Ottawas, l 1 9 ; destroy the 
Mackinaw garrison, 1 2 1 ; allow Mo­
ravians to settle at Cl inton River, 
1 84. 
C holera at :qetroit, 43 7-8, 44 1 .  
Christiancy, I saac P. ,  Judge, 569 ; 
Senator, ib. 
Churches organized, 396-7 ; Sai . . �  
Anne's, 8 1 ,  255,  398, 387.  
Ci ncinnati, capital of Northwest Ter­
ri tory, 222.  
Clark, George Rogers, capture · Vin­
cennes and Kaskaskia, l 7 4, I 76 ; 
sends Governor H amil ton and others 
prisoners to Virginia, 1 76. 
Clay, General Green, at Fort Meig , 
359· 
linton River, formerly H uron, 1 84, 
4 1 2 . 
Colbert, offers rewards for discovery, 
29 ; checks clerical powers, ib. 
Colden, C adwall ader, plans against 
Detroit, 108. 
Col onial absolutism, 5 ; contrasted 
with common-law system, 1 06, 1 34, 
I 7 I ; colonial industry encouraged 
by France, 1 06. 
Combs, General Leslie, captain and 
scout at Fort Meigs, 358 ; runs the 
gauntlet, ib. 
Commanders at Detroi t : their names, 
93 ; t heir privileges, 87, 97 .  
Commission of charities, 56 1 .  
Compiled Laws, 542. 
C oncessi ons of land, 7 1 , 79, 90. 
Conges or trade licenses, 2 5, 69. 
Connor, Ri chard, with Moravians, 1 87 .  
Connor, H enry, an interpreter, 1 87 .  
Constantine, Father, a missionary, 
ki lled, 67 n .  
Constitution of Michigan of 1 835 ,  462, 
538 ; of 1 850, 539, 540, 544, 57 1 , 
5 7 2. 
Constitutional commission and i ts fail-
ure, 5 73· 
C ontencinau, Jean, executed at Detroit 
by order of D ejean, 1 66. 
Conti, Princess of, a patroness of 
Tonty, 33. 
Conventi on to form constitution, 462 ; 
to consider conditions of admission , 
475 ; Frost-bitten, 477 ; second con­
stitutional, 539 ; th ird constitutional, 
5 7 2. 
Cooley, Thomas M., Judge, 569, 555 · 
compiles Statutes, 542. 
C opper mines on Lake Superi or, 1 47, 
148, 529.  
Corporation laws, 538.  
Corrigenda : page 197, l ine 2 1 ,  for 
' 'administration" read "admiration"; 
page 326, line 8 for " lesson" read 
'' lessen." 
Council of N orth we t Territory, 208 · 
of M 1chi�an, r ,  409, 4 1 1 - 1 3, 4 1 6. 
588
1 K D E X.
County of Wayne established, 205 ;
the only county until Cass's admin-
istration, 262 ; re-established, 382 ;
counties organized, 382, 383, 388,
407, 433, 547, 570.
County commissioners, 389, 509 ;
county officers made elective, 413 ;
county systems, 425, 509.
Coureurs de bois, or bushrangers, 14,
15, 25, 40, 50, 52.
Courtcmanche, a French officer, 39.
Courts : none under the French, 78 ;
created by military commanders,
141 ; in Upper Canada and Michigan
under the British, 159, 161, 194; in
Northwest Territory, 205 ; in Mich-
igan Territory, 240, 250, 262, 410,
463 ; in the State of Michigan,
Chaps. XV. and \M I. passim.
Craig, Sir James, Governor General of
Canada, warns the United States
against Tecumseh, 259 ; sends John
Henry to intrigue in New England
for disunion, 259.
Crapo, Henry H., Governor, 541, 568,
571-
Crary, Isaac E,, first Representative,
465.
Crawford County (Wisconsin), 388.
Croghan, Colonel George, British
agent, 120, 139.
Croghan, Major George, heroic defence
of Fort Stephenson, 360.
Cuillerier, Alexis, wrongly convicted,
and vindicated, 125.
Currency, paper and miscellaneous ar-
ticles, 262, 384-5.
Curtish, Captain, of the British army,
befriends American prisoners, 349.
D
Dalltba, James, Captain of Artillery,
prevented from firing on the British
batteries by Hull, 296-7.
Dalzell (or Dalyell), Captain, arrives
at Detroit, 129; killed at Bloody
Run, 130.
Davis, Jefferson, custodian of Black
Hawk, 436.
Dejean, Philip, appointed Judge, 141,
162; condemns prisoners to death,
166; peculiar relations with Gover-
nor Hamilton, 170; captured at Vin-
cennes and made close prisoner in
Virginia, 176.
Delaware Indians, friendly to United
States, 260.
Delegates to Congress, 398.
Delietto, Sieur, commanding at Fort
St. Louis, 47, 81.
DeMuy, Commander at Detroit, 93, 97.
Denison, Elizabeth and Scipio, held as
slaves, 246.
Denny, James, Major of Volunteers in
Hull's army, 274.
Denonville, Governor of New France,
asserts title to Michigan, 42.
Department of the Marine, contains
many records, 5.
DePeyster, Arent Schuyler, (Major and
Colonel), Commander at Mackinaw :
sends aid to Hamilton, 174; suc-
ceeds to command at Detroit, 178 et
seq.\ character, 179; friend of Burns
and commander of his regiment, ib.
Dequindre, Fontenay, has titres de
noblesse, 212.
Dequindre, Antoine, Captain in Legion,
at Monguagon, 321 ; receives thanks
of the Legislature, ib.
Deschaillons de St. Ours, Commander
at Detroit, 93.
Deserters kidnapped by British officers,
246.
Desnoyelles, Commander at Detroit,
93-
Desnoyers, Peter J., banished by Proc-
tor, 356.
Desnoyers, Peter, State Treasurer, ib.
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588 I N D E X .  
County of Wayne establ ished, 205 ; 
the only county until Cass's admin­
istration, 262 ; re-established, 382 ; 
counties organized, 382, 383, 388, 
407, 433, 5 47, 5 70. 
County comm1ss10ners, 3 89, 509 ; 
county officers made elective, 4 1 3 ; 
county systems, 425, 509. 
Coureurs de bois, or bushrangers, 1 4, 
I 5, 25,  40, 50, 5 2. 
Courtemanche, a French officer, 39. 
Courts : none under the French, 78 ; 
created by military commanders, 
1 4 1 ; in Upper Canada and Michigan 
under the British, 1 59, 1 6 1 , 1 94 ; in 
Northwest Territory, 205 ; in Mich­
igan Territory, 240, 250, 262, 4 1 0, 
463 ; in the State of M ichigan, 
Chaps. XV .  and XV I. passim. 
DALLIHA, James, Captain of Artillery, 
prevented from firing on t he British 
batteries by Hull ,  296-7. 
Dalzell (or Dal yell), Captain, arrives 
at Detroit, t 29 ;  killed at Bloody 
Run, 1 30. 
Davis, Jefferson, custodian of Black 
H awk, 436. 
Dejean, Phil ip, appointed Judge, 1 4 1 ,  
I 62 ;  condemns prisoners t o  death, 
1 66 ;  peculiar relations with Gover­
nor H amilton, 1 70 ;  captured at Vin­
cennes and made close prisoner in 
Virginia, I 76. 
Delaware Indians, friendly to United 
States, 260. 
Delegates to Congress, 398. 
Delietto, Sieur, commanding at Fort 
St. Louis, 47, 8 1 .  
DeMuy, Commander at Detroit, 93, 97· 
Denison, Elizabeth and Scipio, held as 
slaves, 246. 
Denny, J ames, Maj or of Volunteers in 
Hull's army, 2 74 
D 
Craig, Sir Jam es, Governor General of 
Canada, warns the United States 
against Tecumseh, 259 ; sends John 
Henry to intrigue in New England 
for disunion, 2 59· 
Crapo, Henry H., Governor, 5 4 1 ,  5 68, 
5 7 1 .  
Crary, Isaac E.,  first Representative, 
465. 
Crawford County ( Wisconsin), 388. 
Croghan, Colonel George, British 
agent, 1 20, 1 39. 
Croghan, Major George, heroic defence 
of Fort Stephenson, 360. 
Cuillerier, Alexis, wrongly convicted, 
and vindicated, 1 25 .  
Currency, paper and miscellaneous ar­
ticles, 262, 384-5 . 
Curtish, Captain, of the British army, 
befriends American prisoners, 349. 
Denonvi lle, Governor of New France, 
asserts title to Michigan, 42. 
Department of the Marine, coptains 
many records, 5 .  
DePeyster, Arent Schuyler, ( Major and 
Colonel), Commander at Mackinaw : 
sends aid to H amilton, 1 74 ;  suc­
ceeds to command at Detroit, 1 78 et 
seq. ; chai:acter, 1 79 ;  friend of Bums 
and commander of his regiment, ib. 
D equindre, Fontenay, _ has titres de 
noblesse, 2 1 2. 
Dequindre, Antoine, Captain in  Legion, 
at Monguagon, 3 2 1 ; receives thanks 
of the Legislature, £b. 
Deschaillons de St. Ours, Commander 
at Detroit, 93. 
Deserters kidnapped by British officers, 
246. 
Desnoyelles, Commander at Detroit, 
93· 
D esnoyers, Peter J., banished by Proc-
tor, 3 56. 
Desnoyers7 Peter, State Treasurer, ib. 
INDEX.
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Detroit : Le Detroit, or the Strait, dis-
covered early, lo ; passed by Joliet,
23 ; visited by Dollier and Galinee,
ib.\ by La Salle in the Griffin, 35 ;
Teuchsa Grondie, Taochiarontiong,
Karontaen, 37; fortified by DuLuth
at Fort St. Joseph, 43 ; Tonty's ren-
dezvous, 44, 45 ; capture of English
parties, 45 ; efforts of English and
Iroquois to control the passage, 48 ;
place of city known as Wawyachte-
nok or Waweatanong, 5 1 ; Cadillac
authorized to establish a town, 53,
54; ^ort Pontchartrain, 54, 59; af-
fairs under Cadillac, Chap. V.; Brit-
ish intrigues with Iroquois and ces-
sion, 56 ; Indian attacks, 67 ; siege
of 1712, 81; projected massacre of
1747, loi ; supplies furnished during
English war, 108; fort enlarged, 107 ;
surrendered to British, 109 ; descrip-
tion, 112, 212, 224; new fort built
(Fort Lernoult), 178; American oc-
cupation, 197, 205 ; business and
social condition, 210, 212, 226, 254,
420 ; incorporated, 222 ; burned in
1805, and new plans adopted, 240;
stockaded in 1807, 248; affairs of
War of 1812, Chaps. XL and XIL;
social affairs under General Cass,
420; cholera, 437; schools, 512;
capital removed from, 512, 533.
Detroit : armed vessel captured by El-
liott, 336; another by Perry, 367.
Detroit Gazette established, 384.
Dickson, Robert, British Indian agent,
283, 358.
Disloyalty to the United States in up-
per country, 201, 286.
Districts for judicial purposes created
by Lord Dorchester, 159; by Gover-
nor Hull, 241, 262.
Dodemead, John, receives Indian
grants, 196; his house used for court
sessions, 219; court under duress
there, ib.
Dodge, ColoneJ Henry, in Black Hawk
War, 436.
Dollier de Casson, with Galinee and
LaSalle, on exploring expedition, 23 ;
pass through Detroit River and de-
stroy a stone idol, ib.
Dongan, Governor, of New York, dis-
putes with Governor of New P'rance
about northwestern trade, 13, 42, 43 ;
sends expeditions under Roseboom
and McGregory, 44.
Dorchester, {see Carleton).
Doty, James Duane, accompanies Gen-
eral Cass in 1820, 401 ; Territorial
Judge, 409.
Douglass, Columbus C, assistant in
geological corps, 488.
Dousman, Captain Michael : his course
at capture- of Mackinaw, 284, 286.
Drummond's Island, held by British
after awarded to the United States,
and used as rendezvous for Indian
payments, 401, 406.
Dubuisson, Commander at Detroit in
siege of 1 712, 81, 82.
Dudley, Colonel, at Fort Meigs, 358.
Duelling punished, 405.
Dugue, a lieutenant of Cadillac, 54.
DuLuth, Daniel Grisolon, an eminent
French leader, 40, et .seq.; goes to
France to vindicate himself, 41 ;
builds fort near Lake Huron (Fort
St. Joseph), 43 ; at capture of Mc-
Gregory, 45 ; cousin of Tonty, 47.
Durantaye (de la), a distinguished of-
ficer, commanding at Mackinaw, 40,
42; captures Roseboom, 44.
Dutch cede New York to England, 29,
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I N D E X . 589 
Detroi t : Le Detroit,  or the Strait, dis­
covered early, 1 0 ; passed by Joliet, 
23 ; visited by Dollier and Galinee, 
ib. ; by La Salle in the Griffia, 35 ; 
Teuchsa Grondie, Taochiarontiong, 
Karontaen, 3 7 ; fortified by Du Luth 
at Fort St. Joseph, 43 ; Tonty' s ren­
dezvous, 44, 45 ; capture of English 
parties, 45 ; efforts of English and 
Iroquois to control the passage, 48 ; 
place of city known as Wawyachte­
nok or W aweatanong, 5 I ;  C adillac 
author ized to  establish a town, 53, 
54 ;  Fort Pontchartrain, 54, 59 ; af­
fairs under Cadillac, Chap. V.;  Brit­
ish intrigues with Iroquois and ces­
sion, 56 ;  Indian attacks, 67 ; s iege 
of 1 7 1 2, 8 1 ; projected massacre of 
1 747, 1 0 1  ; supplies furnished during 
English war, 108 ; fort enlarged, 107 ; 
surrende1 ed to British, 109 ; descrip­
tion, I I  2, 2 1 2, 224 ; new fort built 
( Fort Lernoult), 1 78 ; American oc­
cupation, 1 9 7, 205 ; business and 
social condition, 2 1 0, 2 1 2, 226, 254, 
420 ; i ncorporated, 222 ; burned in  
1 805, and new plans adopted, 240 ; 
stockaded in  1 807, 248 ; affairs of 
War of 1 8 1 2, Chaps. X I .  and X I I . ;  
social affairs under General Cass, 
420 ; cholera, 43 7 ; schools, 5 1 2 ; 
capital removed from, S I  2, 533 . 
Detroit :  armed vessel captured by El­
liott, 336 ; another by Perry, 367 .  
Detroit Gazette established, 384. 
Dickson, Robert, British Indian agent, 
283, 358. 
Disloyalty to the United States i n  up­
per country, 20 1 ,  286. 
Districts for judicial purposes created 
by Lord Dorchester, I 59 ; by Gover­
nor Hull, 24 1 ,  262. 
Dodemead, John, receives Indian 
grants, 196 ; his house used for court 
sessions, 2 1 9 ; court under duress 
there, ib. 
Dodge, Colonel Henry, in Black Hawk 
War, 436. 
Dollier de Casson, with Galinee and 
LaSalle, oa exploring expedition, 23 ; 
pa s through Detroit River and de­
stroy a stone idol, ib. 
Dongan, Governor, of New York, dis­
putes with Governor of New France 
about northwestern trade, 1 3, 42, 43 · 
sends expeditions under Roseboom 
and McGregory, 44. 
Dorchester, (see Carleton) .  
Doty, James Duane, accompanies Gen­
eral Cass in 1 820, 401 ; Territorial 
Judge, 409. 
Douglass, Columbus C., assistant i n  
geological corps, 488. 
Dousman, Captain Michael : his course 
at capture· of Mackinaw, 284, 286. 
Drummond's Island, held by British 
after awarded to the U ni ted States, 
and used as rendezvous for Indian 
payments, 401 ,  406. 
Dubuisson, Commander at Detroit i n  
siege of 1 7 1 2, 8 1 , 82. 
Dudley, Colonel, at Fort Meigs, 358. 
Duelling punished, 405 .  
Dugue, a l ieutenant of  Cadillac, 54. 
DuLuth, Daniel Grisolon, an eminent 
French leader, 40, et . seq. ; goes to 
France to vindicate himself, 4 1  ; 
bui lds fort near Lake H uron (Fort 
St. Joseph),  43 ; at capture of Mc­
Gregory, 45 ; cousin of Tonty, 47. 
Durantaye (de la), a distinguished of­
ficer, commanding at Mackinaw, 40, 
42 ;  captures Roseboom, 44. 
Dutch cede New York to England 29. 
I 
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INDEX
Eaton, John H., Secretary of War,
429 ; contemplated as Governor of
of Michigan, ib.
Education : Cadillac desires to provide
for It at Detroit, 70, 71 ; Vaudreuil
favors it, 107 ; provided for by Or-
dinance of 1787, 208; land set apart
for it in Northwest Territory, 220;
school and University grants, 230,
415; Michigan University chai'tered,
385, 407, 481 ; Normal School, 532 ;
Agricultmal College, 543-573; free
schools in Detroit, 512; generally,
543; State Public School, 561.
Election uf delegates to General As-
sembly of Northwest Territory, 219;
of Legislative Council, 409, 413, 416 ;
of Constitutional Convention, 443 ;
first State election, 465.
Elliott, Jesse D., (Lieutenant, after-
wards Commodore), captures British
vessels Caledonia and Detroit, 336 ;
takes part in Battle of Lake Erie,
367-8.
Elliott, Colonel Matthew, (British In-
dian agent), endeavors to enlist De-
lawares for the British, 182; tampers
with American Indians, 195, 257 ;
endeavors to recover fugitive slaves,
247 ; ransoms American prisoners
from Indians, 349.
Elliott, Captain, (son of Matthew),
summons Brush to surrender, 305 ;
at Frenchtown, 344; promises to
Captain Hart, 345.
English : rivals of France, 28 ; send
out western expeditions, 42, 43 ;
charter Hudson's Bay Company, 28 ;
emissaries at Detroit, 67, 77, 81 ; to
be prevented from reaching the Ohio,
99, 104; war with France, 108; un-
popular with Indians, 115, 118, 136.
Erie Canal, an important agent in
western settlement, 2, 412.
Erie, Lake: its importance, 41, 42;
various names, 57 ; the Gritilin the
first vessel on it, 33 ; Battle of, 367 ;
Walk-in-the- Water, the first steam-
boat, 395.
Etherington, George, (Captain and
Major), commanding at Mackinaw
in 1763, 118; duped by Indian ball-
play, 121; capture and adventures,
122.
Evidence, rules of, modified, 523,
Exploring expeditions: sawt to find
the South Sea, 21, 29 ; LaSalle and
St. Lusson, 21 ; Joliet, Marquette,
30 ; Dollier and Galinee, 23 ; La-
Salle's great voyage, 33 ; McGregory
and Roseboom, 44; Cass and School-
craft, 401 ; Cass and McKenney, 414.
Exports, 389, 416, 417.
Famine threatened at Detroit, loi,
106.
Farnsworth, Elbn, Chancellor, 480, 516.
Faux-saulniers, or salt smugglers, de-
sirable colonists, 16; sent to build
New Orleans, 16 ; wanted in Canada,
89 ; to be sent to Detroit, 105.
Felch, Alpheus, Governor, 536; Sen-
ator, 537.
Female suffrage rejected, 572.
Feudal rights of Cadillac, 66, 71, 87;
government grants at Detroit in
roture and not feudal, 91
Financial troubles of Michigan, 501,
508, 513-
Findlay, James, member of Council of
Northwest Territory, 219; colonel of
Ohio volunteers in Hull's army, 273 ;
at surrender of Detroit, 299, 302.
Fisher, James, Sergeant, in British
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5 9 0  I N D E X . 
EATON,  John H. ,  Secretary of War, 
429 ; contemplated as Governor of 
of Michigan, ib. 
Education : Cadillac desires to provide 
for it at Detroit, 70, 7 I ; Vaudreuil  
favors it , 1 0 7 ; provided for by Or­
dinance of 1 787, 208 ; land set apart 
for it  in Northwest Territory, 220 ;  
school and University grants, 230, 
4 1 5 ;  Michigan Universi ty chartered, 
385,  407, 48 1 ; Normal School, 5 3 2 ; 
Agricultural College, 543,  5 73 ; free 
chools in Detroit, 5 1 2 ; general ly, 
543 ; State Publi c  School, 5 6 1 .  
Election v f  delegates t o  General As­
sembly of Northwest Territory, 2 1 9 ; 
of Legislative Council, 409, 4 1 3,  4 1 6 ; 
of Constitutional Convention, 443 ; 
first State election, 465.  
Elliott, Jesse D. , (Lieutenant, after­
wards Commodore), captures British 
vessels Caledonia and Detroit, 336 ; 
takes part in Battle of Lake Erie, 
367-8. 
Elliott, Colonel Matthew, ( Bri tish In­
dian agent), endeavors to enl ist De­
l awares for the British, 1 82 ; tampers 
with American Indians, 1 95 ,  2 5 7 ; 
endeavors to recover fugiti ve sl aves, 
247 ; ransoms American pri soners 
from Indians, 349. 
FAM I  E threatened at Detroit, 1 0 1 ,  
1 06. 
Farnsworth, Elon, Chancellor, 480, 5 1 6. 
Faux-saulniers, or salt smugglers, de­
irable  coloni ts, 1 6 ; sent to build 
New Orleans, 1 6 ; wanted in Canada, 
89 ; to be sent to Detroi t, 1 05 .  
Felch, Alpheu , Governor, 536 ; Sen­
ator, 537.  
Female suffrage rejected, 5 72. 
E 
F 
Ell iott, Captain, ( son of Matthew) ,  
summons Brush to surrender, 305 ; 
at Frenchtown, 344 ; promises to 
Captain Hart , 345. 
English : rivals of France, 28 ; send 
out western expeditions, 42, 43 ; 
charter H udson's Bay Company, 28 ; 
emissaries at Detroit, 6 7 ,  7 7 ,  81 ; to 
be prevented from reaching the Ohio, 
99, 1 04 ; war with France, 1 08 ;  un­
popular with I ndians, 1 1 5 ,  1 1 8, 1 36. 
Erie Canal, an important agent in 
western settlement, 2 , 4 1 2. 
Erie, Lake : i ts  importance, 4 1 , 42 ; 
various names, 5 7 ; the Griffin the 
first vessel on i t, 33 ; Batt le of, 367 ; 
Walk-in-the-Water, the First steam­
boat, 39 5 .  
Etherington, George, ( Captain and 
Maj or) , commanding at Mackinaw 
in 1 763, I 1 8 ; duped by Indian bal l­
play, 1 2 1 ; capture and adventures, 
1 2 2 .  
Evidence, rules of, modified, 5 23 .  
Exploring expeditions : soot to find 
the South Sea, 2 1 ,  29 ;  LaSalle and 
St. Lusson, 2 1 ; Joliet, Marquette , 
30 ; Dollier and Galinee, 23 ; La­
Salle's great voyage, 33 ; McGregory 
and Roseboom, 44 ; Cass and School­
craft, 40 1 ; Cass 3.nd McKenney, 4 1 4. 
Export ·, 389, 4 1 6, 4 1 7 . 
Feudal rights of Cadillac, 66, 7 I ,  87 ; 
government grants at Detroit .in 
roture and not feudal, 9 l . 
Financial troubles of Michigan, 50 1 ,  
508, 5 1 3. 
Findlay, James, member of Council of 
Northwest Territory, 2 1 9 ; colonel of 
Ohio volunteers in  Hul l's army, 2 73 ; 
at surrender of Detroit, 299, 302 . 
Fisher, Jam es, Sergeant, in Bri t ish 
INDEX
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army, murdered by Pontiac's Indians
at Hog Island, 125 ; Cuillerier
wrongly condemned for drowning his
child, ib.
Flag stafif at Detroit, not used by
Americans after Hull's surrender,
371 ; blown down, ib.
Fletcher, William A., Judge and Re-
viser, 480, 509.
Flour, first exported from the Territory,
417.
Forests recklessly destroyed, 574.
Forged letter, sent to stop enlistments
m Kentucky, 363.
Formality of public acts of French of-
ficers, 78.
Fort St. Joseph, on St. Joseph River,
39, 120; St. Joseph, on St. Clair
River, built by DuLuth, 43 ; burned
and evacuated by La Hontan, 49 ; ,
Mackinaiv, 19, 25, 39, 48, 69 ; posi-
tion changed at various times, 12,
112, 188; captured by Indians, 121 ;
moved to Island of Michilimackinac,
188; captured by British, 284; re-
stored to United States, 378 ; Potit-
chartrain, built by Cadillac in 1 70 1,
54, 59 ; former fort in 1687, 44 ;
British propose to build one at Wa-
wyachtenok, 51; attacked by In-
dians, 67 ; besieged by Indians in
1711,81; enlarged, 107; surrender-
ed to British, 109 ; Lernotilt, at De-
troit, back of old town, 178; retain-
ed by British in violation of treaty
of peace, 189, 192; delivered up to
Americans, 197; surrendered to
British by Hull, 302 ; recaptured by
Harrison, and held by Duncan Mc-
Arthur, 370; abandoned and dis-
mantled, 415; Gratiot, built in 1 8 14,
376; Brady, at Sault Ste. Mane, or-
iginally belonged to Repentigny, 107;
abandoned, iii, 120; established by
United States, 403-4 ; garrison pre-
vent Michigan from building ship
canal, 502-3.
Foxes (orOutagamies) besiege Detroit,
81 ; defeated and slaughtered, 83.
Franklin, Benjamin, desires to extend
settlements, 131, 151, 154.
French writers and explorers, 4.
French system unfavorable to freedom,
77, 171-
French popular with Indians, 22, 117,
118, 122,333; British suspicious of
their loyalty, 135 ; mostly loyal, 170;
not zealous against the Americans,
279, 322; Proctor's efforts to intimi-
date and seduce them in Michigan,
334-
Frenchtown, battles and massacre, 338
-345-
Frontenac, Governor of New Prance,
33^ 40.
P'ur trade, the chief colonial interest,
9, 25, 40, 138 ; attempts to control
it, 42, 48, 52, 196, 198.
Gage, General, Commander-in-Chief,
117, 145-
Galinee, [see Do I Her).
Galissonniere, Marquis de la. Governor
General of New France, favors De-
troit, 69, 94 ; liberal views, 104 ;
suggestions concerning Detroit, 105.
Ganatchio, a name of Lake Ste. Claire,
38.
Gatineau, a Detroit monopolist, 88.
General Assembly of Northwest Ter-
ritory : members from Wayne Coun-
ty, 219 ; troubles at Chillicothe, 223 ;
differences with Governor, 220.
Geological survey organized by Doctor
Houghton, 487, 527.
Gilpin, Henry D., nominated for Gov-
ernor and rejected, 441.
Gladwin, Major, commanding at De-
troit in Pontiac war, 116, 123.
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I N D E X . 59 1 
army, murdered by Pontiac's Indians 
at Hog Island, 1 25 ; Cui llerier 
wrongly condemned for drowning his  
child, ib. 
Flag staff at Detroit ,  not used by 
Americans after H ull's urrender, 
3 7 1  ; blown down, zb. 
Fletcher, Wi ll iam A., J udge and Re­
viser, 480, 509. 
Flour, first exported from the Territory, 
4 1 7. 
Forests recklessly destroyed, 5 74. 
Forged letter, sent to stop enlistments 
� Kentucky, 363 . 
Formality of publi c acts of French of­
ficers, 7 8 .  
Fort St. Yoseph, on St. Joseph River, 
39, 1 20 ;  St. Yoseph, on St. Clair 
River, built by DuLuth, 43 ; burned 
and evacuated by La Hontan, 49 ; 1 
ll£ackinaw, 1 9, 25 ,  39, 48, 69 ; posi­
tion changed at various t imes,  I 2, 
I 1 2 , 1 88 ; captured by Indians,  1 2 1 ; 
moved to Island of Michil imackinac, 
1 88 ; captured by British, 284 ; re­
stored to United States, 3 78 ; Pont­
clzartrai1�, built by Cadillac i n  l 70 l ,  
54, 59 ; former fort i n  1 68 7 ,  44 ; 
British propose to build one at Wa­
wyachtenok, 5 l ; attacked by In­
dians, 6 7 ; besieged by Indians in  
l 7 I I ,  8 1 ; enlarged, 1 0 7 ; surrender­
ed to Briti�h, 1 09 ; Lernou/t, at De­
troi t, back of old town, l 78 ; retain-
GAGE, General, Commander-in -Chief, 
1 1 7, 145 .  
Galinee, (see Do/lier). 
Galissonniere, Marquis de la, Governor 
General of New France, favors De­
troit, 69, 94 ; l iberal views, 1 04 ; 
suggestions concerning Detroit, 1 05.  
Ganatchio, a name of Lake Ste.  Claire, 
38. 
Gatineau, a Detroi t  monopoli t, 88. 
G 
ed by British in violat ion of treaty 
of peace, 1 89, 1 9 2 ; delivered up to 
Americans, 1 9 7 ; . urrenclered to 
Briti h by Hull, 302 ; recaptured by 
Harrison, and held by Duncan Mc­
Arthur, 3 70 ; abandoned and di - ­
mantled, 4 1 5 ; Gratiot, built in  1 8 1 4, 
3 76 ; Brady, at ' ault Ste. Mane, or­
iginally belonged to Repentigny, 1 0 7 ;  
abandoned, I I I ,  1 20 ;  establi hed by 
United States, 403-4 ; garrison pre­
vent Mich igan from building ship 
canal, 502-3 .  
Foxes ( or Outagamies) besiege Detroi t ,  
8 1  ; defeated and slaughtered, 83 . 
Franklin, Benj amin, desires to extend 
settlements, 1 3 1 ,  1 5 1 , 1 5 4. 
French writers and explorers, 4. 
French system unfavorable to freedom, 
7 7, 1 7 1 .  
French popular with Indian , 22,  I I 7 ,  
I 1 8, 1 2 2, 333 ; British suspi cious of 
their loyal ty, 1 35 ; mostly  lo) al , I 70 · 
not zealous against the Americans, 
2 79,  322 ; Proctor' efforts to i n t i m i ­
date and seduce them in Michigan , 
334· 
Frenchtown, battles a nd ma sacre, 33 ' 
-345 . 
Frontenac, Governor of New � ranee, 
33, 40 . 
Fur trade, the chief colonial intere t , 
9, 25,  40, 1 3 8 ; attempts to contro l 
i t, 42, 48, 5 2, 1 96, 1 9 8. 
General Assembly of Northwe t Ter­
ritory : member from \Vayne Coun­
ty, 2 1 9 ; trouble at Chi l l icothe, 223 · 
differences with Governor, 220. 
Geological survey organized by Doctor 
Houghton, 487, 5 2 7 .  
Gilpin, Henry D . , nominated for Go\· ­
ernor and rejected, 44 1 .  
Gladwin, Major, commanding at De­
troit in  Pontiac war, I 1 6, 1 23. 
592
INDEX.
Gnadenhutten, New, founded by Zeis-
berger, on Clinton River, 1 84 ; Mo-
ravian road to, 185 ; abandoned,
187.
Godfroy, Monsieur (Jaques ?), commu-
nicates with Pontiac, 127.
Godfroy, Colonel Gabriel : his post on
the Raisin, 297 ; aids American
prisoners, 350 ; intercedes for Oke-
mos, 364.
Goodwin, Daniel, Judge, 475.
Gordon, Lieutenant Governor James
Wright, 514.
Gorrell, Lieutenant, in command at
Green Bay, 118; adventures in Pon-
tiac war, 122.
Governors of New France: annoyed
by intrigues. 5, 18, 21.
Governor General of Canada : his
powers under King's proclamation,
132; under Quebec Act, 155.
Governor and Judges : powers under
Ordinance of 1787, 207; acts in
Michigan, Chaps, X. and XIII ; last
act as land board, 479.
Governors of Michigan Territory:
Hull, Chaps. X. and XL; Cass,
Chap. XIIL; Porter, Chap. XIV.;
of State, Chaps. XV. and XVI.
passim.
Grand jury system, partially abandon-
ed, 562.
Grandfontaine, Governor of Acadia,
sends out Joliet, 30.
Grants of land: by Cadillac, 71 ; by
Governor and Intendant, 80, 89, 90 ;
of lots within the fort at Detroit, 94 ;
from Indians, 120, 140, 170, 193, 196;
mostly invalid, 231 ; by Governor
and Judges in Detroit, 241, 243 ; by
Congress in Michigan, 243, 286.
Gratiot, Fort, built, 376.
Graverat, Garret : under bonds during
Revolution, 165; ill-treated by De-
Peyster, 180.
Graves, Major : at the River Raisin
battles and massacre, 338, 342, 343 ;
carried away by Indians, 346; prob-
able fate, 346, 348.
Graves, Benjamin F., Judge of Supreme
Court, 569.
Green, Judge Sanford M., reviser of
Statutes, 510, 523.
Green Bay, Gorrell at, 118; people
disloyal to United States, 201, 286.
Greenville, Wayne makes treaty at, 196.
Gregoire, Madame, heiress of Cadillac,
80.
Griffin, the first vessel on Lake Erie,
built by LaSalle, 33 ; leaves Niagara
River, 35; reaches Detroit, 37;
reaches Mackinaw, 38.
Griffin, John, Territorial Judge, 237,
and Chap. X.; loses office, 411.
Grisolon {^see DuLuth') de la Tourette,
brother of DuLuth, 46.
Griswold, Stanley, Territorial Secre-
tary, 237.
Grosse He, a large island at mouth of
Detroit River, 58 ; proposed site of
town, 58; attack on Frenchmen
there by Indians, 102; granted to
Alexander Macomb, 170; British
undertake to assert authority there,
378.
tl
Haldimand, Governor General, re-
fuses to give up western posts, 189,
270.
Half century of the Republic com-
pleted, 3.
Hall, General, communicates with
Hull, 290.
Hamilton, Henry, Lieutenant Governor
at Detroit, 158, 165; relations with
Dejean, 170; military action, 174;
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592 I N D E X . 
Gnadenhutten, New, founded by Zeis­
berger, on Clinton River, 1 84 ;  Mo­
ravian road to, 1 85 ; abandoned, 
1 87. 
Godfroy, Monsieur (Jaques ?), commu­
nicates with Pontiac, 1 27. 
Godfray, Colonel Gabriel : his post on 
the Raisin, 297 ; aids American 
prisoners, 350 ; intercedes for Oke­
mos, 364. 
Goodwin, D aniel, Judge, 475 .  
Gordon, Lieutenant Governor Jam es 
Wright, 5 1 4. 
Gorrell, Lieutenan t, in command at 
from I ndians, 1 20, 140, 1 70, 1 93, 196 ; 
mostly invalid, 23 1 ; by Governor 
and Judges in Detroit, 24 1 ,  243 ; by 
Congress in Michigan, 243, 286 . 
Gratiot, Fort, built, 3 76. 
Graverat, Garret : under bonds during 
Revolution, 1 65 ; ill -treated by De­
Peyster, 1 80. 
Graves, Maj or : at the River Raisin 
battles and massacre, 338, 342, 343 ; 
carried away by Indians, 346 ; prob­
able fate, 346, 348. 
Graves, Benjamin F., Judge of Supreme 
Court, 569. 
Green Bay, 1 18 ;  adventures in Pon- Green, Judge Sanford M . ,  reviser of 
tiac war, 1 22. Statutes, 5 10, 523 . 
Governors of New France : annoyed Green Bay, Gorrell at, 1 1 8 ;  people 
by intrigues. 5 ,  1 8, 2 1 .  disloyal t o  United States, 20 1 ,  286. 
Governor General of Can ada : his Greenvil le, W ayne makes treaty at, 1 96. 
powers under King's proclamation, Gregoire, Madame, heiress of Cadillac, 
1 32 ; under Quebec Act, 1 5 5 .  80. 
Governor and Judges : vowers under Griffin, the first vessel on Lake Erie, 
Ordinance of 1 787, 207 ; acts in built by LaSalle, 33 ; l eaves Niagara 
Michigan, Chaps. X. and XIII  ; last River, 3 5 ; reaches Detroit, 3 7 ; 
act as land board, 479. reaches M ackinaw, 38. 
Governors of Michigan Territory : Griffin, John, Territorial Judge, 237, 
H ull, Chaps. X. and XI . ;  Cass, and C hap. X . ;  loses office, 4 1  I .  
Chap.  XII I . ;  Porter, Chap.  XIV.;  Grisolon (see DuLuth) de la Tourette, 
of State, Chaps. X V .  and XVI .  brother of DuLuth, 46. 
pas.rim. 1 Griswold, Stanley, Territorial Secrew 
Grand jury system, partially abandon- 1 t ary, 23 7 .  
ed, 562. Grosse Ile, a l arge island at mouth of 
Grandfontaine, Governor of Acadia, Detroit River, 58 ; proposed site of 
sends out Joliet, 30. town, 58 ; attack on Frenchmen 
Grants of l and : by Cadi llac, 7 1  ; by , there by Indians, 1 02 ; granted to 
Governor and Intendant, 80, 89, 90 ; Alexander Macomb, I 70 ; British 
of lots within the fort at Detroit, 94 ; undertake to assert authority there, 
378. 
HALDIMAND, Governor General, re · 
fuses to give up western posts, 1 89, 
270. 
Half  century of the Republic com­
pleted, 3. 
H 
H all, General,  communicates with 
H ul l ,  290. 
Hamilton, Henry, Lieutenant Governor 
at Detroit, 1 58, 1 65 ; relations with 
Dejean, I 70 ; military action, I 7 4 ; 
INDEX
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captured atVincennes, 177; confined
closely in Virginia, 177.
Hanks, Lieutenant Porter, taken pris-
oner at Mackinaw, 285 ; killed at
Detroit, 300,
Harrison, General William Henry :
delegate to Congress, 220 ; Governor
of Indiana, 236 ; defeats Indians at
Tippecanoe, 260; commands north-
western army, 335, 357; holds Fort
Meigs, 357; occupies Maiden, 369;
occupies Detroit, 370; gains Battle
of the Thames, 371, and see Chap.
XII. passim-^ conciliates Indians,
372-3-
Hart, Captain : captured at French-
town, 345; murdered by Indians,
346 ; buried with honors at Detroit,
374, 394-
Haven, Rev. E. O., (D.D.), President
of University, 554.
Hay, John, Colonel: made Indian
agent at Pontiac's request, 136; cap-
tured with Hamilton at Vincennes,
176; imprisoned, 177 ; exchanged,
th.\ made Lieutenant Governor, 186;
dies, ib.
Heald, Captain, ordered by Hull to
evacuate Chicago, 293 ; misfortunes,
295-
Helm, Mrs. Margaret, at Chicago mas-
sacre, 295 ; harshly treated by Proc-
tor, 295, 355.
Helm, Captain, garrisons Vincennes
with one soldier and receives honors
of war on surrender, 1 74.
Hennepin, Father Louis, companion of
LaSalle, 4, 6, 34.
Henry, Alexander, a British trader ;
adventures at Mackinaw, etc., in
Pontiac war, ill, 121, 122; attempts
mining on Lake Superior, 147.
Henry, John, a British agent employed
to excite disunion in New England,
259-
Hesse, a Canadian district including
Michigan, 159, 161.
39
Higgins, Sylvester W., topographer,
488, 519.
Historical Society, 422.
Hocquart, Intendant, 88.
Hog Island, {see Belle Isle).
Holmes, Major, killed at Mackinaw,
373-
Homesteads, 543.
Horner, John S. : his experience as
Secretary of the Territory, 465-469.
Horses : at Detroit in Cadillac's time,
61 ; subsequently, 86; numbers in
Canada, 87; none at Oswego, ib.\
wild, at Detroit, 389 ; used as pack-
animals, 390.
Houghton, Doctor Douglass, at De-
troit, 423 ; State Geologist, 487 ;
plans northern surveys, 527-8 ; death,
423, 529.
Houses: in Detroit, \n early days, 62,
63 ; cost of Bellestre's, 63 ; number
in 1760, 112; in 1796, 213; style of,
213, 215.
Howard, Jacob M., Senator, 440, 467
570.
Hubbard, Bela, assistant geologist,
488; his haunted mill, 217,
Hudson's Bay Company incorporated,
28.
Hull, William, Governor of Michigan
Territory, Chaps. X. and XL; ap-
pointed Governor, 237; reaches De-
troit, 239; creates court districts,
241 ; organizes militia, 242 ; discords
inboard, 241, 244; makes treaties,
247 ; builds stockade, 248 ; enrolls
negro militia, 249 ; troubles with
Woodward, 25 1 ; goes to Washing-
ton, 261 ; views on war, 267, 271-2 ;
Revolutionary record, 269 ; other
antecedents, 270; appointed to com-
mand, 273 ; over-nicety, 274 ; reaches
the Maumee, 275 ; sends vessels to
Detroit — one captured at Maiden,
276; reaches Springwells, 277;
crosses into Canada, 278; effect ot
his proclamation, 279; delays, 280-
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
25
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
I N D E X .  593 
captured a t  Vincenne , I 77 ; confined 
closely in Virginia, I 7 7. 
Hanks, Lieutenant Porter, taken pris­
oner at Mackinaw, 285 ; kilied at 
Detroit, 300. 
Harrison, General Will iam Henry : 
delegate to Congress, 220 ; Governor 
of Indiana, 236 ; defeats Indians at 
Tippecanoe, 260 ; commands north­
western army, 335, 35 7 ;  holds Fort 
Meigs, 3 5 7 ; occupies Malden, 369 ; 
occupies Detroit, 3 70 ; gains Battle 
of the Thames, 3 7 1 , and see Chap. 
XI L passfm ; concili ates Indians, 
372-3· 
Hart, Captain : captured at French -
town, 345 ; P-:urdered by I ndians, 
346 ; buried with honors at Detroit, 
3 74, 394· 
H aven, Rev. E. 0., (D. D.), President 
of University, 5 54. 
Hay, John, Colonel : made I ndian 
agent at Pontiac's request, I 36 ; cap­
tured with H amilton at Vincennes, ' 
1 76 ;  imprisoned, 1 7 7 ; exchanged, 1 
1b. ; made Lieutenant Governor, I 86 ;  
dies, ib. 
Heald, Captain, ordered by Hull to 
evacuate Ch i cago, 293 ; misfortunes, 
295 .  
Helm, Mrs. Margaret, a t  Chicago mas­
sacre, 295 ; harshly treated by Proc­
tor, 295 ,  355 ·  
Helm, Captain, garri sons Vinceunes 
with one soldier and receives honors 
of war on surrender, I 74· 
Hennepin, Father Louis, companion of 
LaSalle, 4, 6, 34. 
Henry, Alexander, a British trader : 
adventures at Mackinaw, etc . , i n  
Pont iac ·war, I I I , I 2 I ,  I 22 ; attempts 
mining on Lake Superior, 1 47 . 
Henry, John, a British agent employed 
to exci�e disunion in New England, 
259. 
Hesse, a Canadian district including 
Michigan, 1 59, 1 6 1 .  
39 
Higgins, Sylvester W . , topographer, 
488, 5 19. 
H istorical Society, 422. 
Hocquart, Intendant, 88. 
Hog Island, (see Belle Isle) . 
Holmes, M ajor, killed at M ackinaw, 
373. 
Homesteads, 543 . 
Horner, John S. : his experience as 
Secretary of the Terri tory, 465-469. 
Horses : at Detroit in Cadil lac's time, 
6 1 ; subsequently, 86 ; numbers in 
Canada, 87 ; none at Oswego, ib. ; 
wi ld, at Detroi t, 389 ; used as pack­
animals, 390. 
Houghton, Doctor Douglas , at De­
troit ,  423 ;  State Geologi st, 487 ; 
plans northern surveys, 527-8 ; death, 
423, 5 29. 
Houses : in Detroit, in early days, 62 
63 ; cost of Bellestre's, 63 ; number 
in I 76o, I I 2 ; in I 196, 2 1 3 ; style of, 
2 1 3 ,  2 1 5 . 
Howard, Jacob M . ,  Senator, 440, 467 
5 70. 
Hubbard, Bela, assistant geologist, 
488 ; his haunted mill, 2 1 7. 
Hudson' s Bay Company incorporated, 
28. 
Hull ,  Will iam, Governor of Michigan 
Terr itory, Chaps. X. and X L ;  ap­
pointed Governor, 23 7 ; reaches De­
troit, 239 ; creates court districts, 
24 I ; organizes mil i tia, 242 ; discords 
in board, 24 1 , 244 ; makes treaties, 
24 7 ; builds stockade, 248 ; enrolls 
negro mili tia, 249 ; troubles with 
Woodward, 25 1 ;  goes to Washing­
ton, 26 1 ; v i ews on war, 267, 27 1 -2 ; 
Revolutionary record, 269 ; other 
antecedents, 270 ; appointed to com­
mand, 273 ; over-ni cety, 274 ; reaches 
the Maumee, 27 5 ;  ends Ye els tu 
Detroit-one captured at Malden, 
2 76 ; reaches pringwells, 277 ; 
crosses into Canada, 278 ; effect of 
his proclamation, 279 ; delay , 280-
594
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282, 289 ; orders attack on Maiden,
290; retreats from Canada, ib.\ me-
ditates surrender, 292 ; orders evac-
uation of Fort Dearborn at Chicago,
293 ; refuses to attack batteries, 297 ;
sends out Cass and McArthur to the
Raisin, ih.-^ refuses summons to cap-
itulate, 298 ; makes no resistance to
Brock, 3C0 ; surrenders without fight-
irigj 302 ; discharged on parole, 304,
315 ; court martial, 306 ; his defence,
310 ; subsequent memoirs on the
subject, 314; reasons for dissolving
first court, 316; remarks on his de-
fence, 318-328.
Hunt, John, Judge, 411.
Hunt, Major Henry J., 350, 351.
Huntington, Samuel, declines judge-
ship, 237.
Hurons, Ouendats or Wyandots, 9 ; at
Mackinaw, 49; remove to Detroit,
63 ; industrious and intelligent, 49 ;
raise corn for sale, 49,86; mission
at Bois-blanc Island, 99 ; intrigues
against Detroit, tb.-^ mission removed
to Sandwich, 103; villages at
Brownstown and Monguagon, 287,
289, 340, 397 ; mostly friendly to
United States, 260; some join the
British, 280, 287; join Harrison,
362; make treaty, 377; change re-
.serves, 397.
Huron, Lake, called Ottawa wa, 57.
Idol, destroyed at Detroit, 23.
Illinois Indians, help Dubuisson, 82.
Illinois, State, organized, 383 ; en-
croaches on Wisconsin, ib.
Imports, in Territory, 407-410.
Indiana : Territory organized, 222 ;
made to include all Michigan, 223 ;
State includes part of Michigan, 383.
Indian names of counties, 519.
Indians : settle at Detroit, 63 ; Cadillac
desires to civilize them, 64, 70 ; con-
dition in 1718, 85; occasionally
troublesome, 67, 81, loi ; stirred up
by Pontiac, 117; dislike English,
118 ; not restrained by white leaders,
122; persuaded against Americans,
191, 192, 195, 257; injured by white
associations, 21 1; deceived by in-
terpreters, 131 ; make grants of land,
120, 140, 170, 193, 196; rise under
Prophet and Tecumseh, 257; course
m War of 1812, 279, 280, 283, 293,
333, 341, 345, 358, 362, 372, 376;
make peace, 373, 376; action of
Michigan Legislature on their be-
half, 517. 543, 545.
Intendant's deputy at Detroit, 96.
Internal improvement system under-
taken, 483; ruinous results, 513;
abandoned, ib., 520.
Interpreters, cause trouble by their
mistakes, 131 «.
Irish manuscript, 410.
Iroquois : did not occupy Michigan,
II, 57; object to French control of
the Strait, as the way to the beaver
country, 42, 56 ; convey their lands
to King of England, 56; campaigns,
27, 46.
Islands : in boundary waters, long un-
settled as to nationality, 2 ; in Lake
Superior, named after Pontchartrain
and his family, 95 ; lost islands, 96;
in Detroit River, 58, 59, 124,
Jailor, compelled to pay tavern li-
cense, 263,
Jay's Treaty, 196, 246.
Jessup, brigade major at Detroit, 299.
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594 I N D E X . 
282, 289 ; orders attack on Malden, 
290 ; retreats from Canada, £b. ;  me­
ditates surrender, 292 ; orders evac­
uation of Fort Dearborn at Chicago, 
293 ; refuses to attack batteries, 297 ; 
sends out Cass and McArthur to the 
Raisin, ib. ; refuses summons to cap­
i tulate, 298 ; makes no re istance to 
Brock, 300 ; urrenders without fight­
ing, 302 ; discharged on parole, 304, 
3 I 5 ; court martial, 306 ; his defence, 
3 1 0 ; subsequent memoirs on the 
subject, 3 1 4 ; reasons for dissolving 
first court, 3 l 6 ; remarks on his de­
fence, 3 1 8-328. 
Hunt, John, Judge, 4 1  I .  
Hunt Maj or Henry J. , 350, 3 5  I .  
IDOL, destroyed at Detroi t, 23.  
Ill inois Indians, help Dubuisson, 82. 
I ll inois, State, organized, 383 ; en-
croaches on Wisconsin, ib. 
Imports, in Territory, 407-41 0. 
Indiana : Territory organized, 222 ; 
made to include all Michigan, 223 ; 
State includes part of Michigan, 383. 
I ndian names of counties, 5 19. 
Indians : settle at Detroit, 63 ; Cadi l lac 
desires to civilize them, 64, 70 ; con­
dition in I 7 1 8, 85 ; occasionally 
troublesome, 67, 8 1 ,  I O I ; st irred up 
by Pontiac, I I 7 ; dislike English, 
I I 8 ;  not restrained by white leaders, 
I 22 ; persuaded against Americans, 
19 1 ,  192, 1 95 ,  25 7 ; inj ured by white 
associations, 21 I ;  deceived by in­
terpreters, 13 l ; make grants of land, 
1 20, 1 40, I 70, 1 93, 1 96 ; rise under 
Prophet and Tecumseh, 25 7 ; course 
in War of 1 8 1 2, 279, 280, 283, 293 , 
J AILOR, compelled to pay tavern l i ­
cense, 263 .  
I 
J 
Huntington, amuel , declines judge­
ship, 237.  
H urons, Ouendats or W yandots, 9 ; at 
Mackinaw, 49 ; remove to Detroit ,  
63 ; industrious and intell igent, 49 ; 
raise corn for sale, 49, 86 ; mission 
at Bois-blanc Island, 99 ; in�rigues 
agai nst Detroi t, ib. ; mission removed 
to Sandwich, 103 ; villages at 
Brownstown and Monguagon, 287, 
289, 340, 397 ; mostly friendly to 
United States, 260 ; some join the 
British, 280, 287 ; j oin Harrison , 
362 ; make treaty, 3 7 7 ; change re­
&erves, 397.  
Huron, Lake, called Ottawawa, 5 7 .  
333, 34 1 ,  345, 358, 362, 372, 376 ; 
make peace, 373, 376 ; action of 
Michigan Legislature on their be-
half, 5 1 7 , 543, 545 · 
Intendant's deputy at Detroit, 96. 
Internal improvement system under­
taken, 483 ; ruinous · results, 5 1 3 ; 
abandoned, ib. , 5 20. 
Interpreters, cause trouble by their 
mistakes, 1 3 I n. 
Irish manuscript, 4 1 0. 
Iroquois : did not occupy Michigan, 
I l , 5 7 ; object to French control of 
the Strait, as the way to the beaver 
country, 42, 56 ; convey their lands 
to King of England, 56 ; campaigns, 
27 ,  46. 
Islands : in boundary waters, long un-
ettled as to nationality, 2 ; in Lake 
Superior, named after Pontchartrain 
and his family, 95 ; lost islands, 96 ; 
in Detroit River, 58, 59, 1 24 .  
Jay's Treaty, 1 96, 246. 
Jessup, brigade major at Detroi�, 299. 
INDEX
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Jesuits: opposed to settlements, i8;
their zeal, ib.-^ rivalry with other or-
ders, 29 ; troubles at Detroit, 63.
Jogues, Father, 11.
Johnson, Sir William, Indian Superin-
tendent, Chap N\\. passim.
Johnson, Colonel Richard M., com-
mands mounted rangers, 363 ; ar-
rives at Detroit, 371 ; breaks British
lines at the Thames, ib.; kills Te-
cumseh, 372 ; Vice President, 478.
Johnston, John, trader at Sault Ste.
Marie, aids in capture of Mackinaw,
284, 402.
Joliet, 30.
Joncaire, Chevalier Francois Chabert
de, 114, 147, 181 ; represents Wayne
County in Assembly of Northwest
Territory, 219.
Jones, George W., delegate to Con-
gress, 398, 469.
Jones, Richard, aids prisoners, 350.
Jonois, Father, missionary at L'Arbre
Croche, carries news of fall of Mack-
inaw to Gladwin, 121.
Jonquiere, de la, Governor, 104.
Judges : none commissioned until 1788,
158, 161 ; Dejean and LeGrand ap-
pointed by commanders, 141, 162 ;
under Northwest Territory, 206 ; in
Michigan Territory, 237, 410, 411,
435 ; in State, 463, 469, 480, 569.
Judiciary system: originally for life,
207 ; changed in Michigan in 1823,
410 ; under State Constitutions, 463,
469, 480, 521, 522, 523.
Jung, and Jungman, Moravian mission-
aries, 184.
Jurisprudence, French system of, pre-
served by Quebec Act, 153 ; abolish-
ed in Upper Canada, 193 ; in Mich-
igan, 262.
♦K
Kandekio, a name of Lake St. Clair,
38.
Karontaen, name of Detroit, 37.
Kaskaskia, captured, 174; people
friendly to Americans, ib.
Kent, Professor, 555. \
Kentucky, invaded by Bird, 181 ; vol- '
unteers from, 335, 363. .
Kidnapping, deserters from Detroit,
statute against, 417.
King's Mountain, Shelby in Battle of, j
363- I
King's proclamation after conquest of
Canada, 132,
Kinzie, John, of Chicago, at massacre,
293 ; ill-treated by Proctor, 354
Kishkaukon, Saginaw chief, trouble-
some, 376 ; charged with murder,
and poisons himself, 416; County,
519-
Knaggs, Captain James, recognizes
Tecumseh, 372.
Kundig, Rev. Martin, appropriation to,
494.
Labadie, Miss, helps prisoners, 350.
La Butte, interpreter during Pontiac
war, 127, 131.
La Croix, Hubert, captain in Legion,
321.
La Foret, Major de, (La Salle's lieu-
tenant), 40, 81 ; at capture of Rose-
boom and McGregory, 44 ; succeeds
Cadillac, 80 ; gives his views about
Detroit, 84.
La H(jntan, Baron de, 4, 6 ; commands
P ort St. Joseph, 46 ; destroys and
evacuates it, 49.
Lakes, necessary ways, 58.
La Marque, Detroit monopolist, 86.
La Mothe, Captain, captured at Vin-
cennes, 177.
La Motte Cadillac, {^see Cadillac).
Land Office, 513, 533.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
9:
25
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/lo
c.
ar
k:
/1
39
60
/t
4j
m
2j
r1
s
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
I N D E X . 595 
Jesuits : opposed to settlements, 1 8 ; 
their zeal, ib. ; rivalry with other or­
ders, 29 ; troubles at Detroit, 63. 
J ogues, Father, I r . 
J obnson, Sir Will iam, Indian Superin­
tendent, Chap .  VII. passim. 
Johnson, Colonel Richard M . ,  com­
mands mounted rangers, 363 ; ar­
rives at Detroit, 3 7 1 ; breaks British 
lines at the Thames, £b. ; k ills Te­
cumseh, 372 ; Vice President, 478. 
Johnston, John, trader at Sault Ste. 
\1arie, aids in capture of Mackinaw, 
284, 402. 
Joliet, 30. 
J oncaire, Chevalier Franc;ois Chabert 
de, l 1 4, 147, 1 8 1 ; represents Wayne 
County in  Assembly of Northwest 
Territory, 2 1 9. 
Jones, George W.,  delegate to Con­
gress, 398, 469. 
KAN D E KIO, a name of Lake St.  Clair, 
38. 
Karontaen, name of Detroit, 3 7 .  
Kaskaskia, captured, 1 74 ;  people 
friendly to Americans, ib. 
Kent, Professor, 555 ·  
Kentucky, invJ.ded by Bird, 18 1  ; vol­
unteers from, 335, 363. 
Kidnapping, deserters from Detroit, 
statute against, 4 1 7 . 
King's Mountain, Shelby in Battle of, 
363. 
LABADIE, Miss, helps prisoners, 350. 
La Butte, interpreter during Pontiac 
war, I 2 7, I 3 I .  
La Croix, Hubert, captain i n  Legion, 
3 2 r .  
L a  Foret, Major de, ( La Salle's lieu­
tenant), 40, 8 1 ;  at capture of Rose­
boom and McGregory, 44 ; succeeds 
Cadillac, 80 ; gives hi views about  
Detroit, 84. 
K 
L 
Jones, Richard, aids prisoners, 350. 
J onois, Father, missionary at L' Arbre 
Croche, carries news of fal l of Mack­
inaw to Gladwin, 1 2 1 .  
J onquiere, de la, Governor, 1 04. 
Judges : none commissioned until I 788, 
1 58, 1 6 1 ; Dejean and LeGrand ap­
pointed by commanders, 1 4 1 ,  1 62 ; 
under Northwest Territory, 206 ; in 
Michigan Territory, 23 7,  4 10, 41 I ,  
435 ; in State, 463, 469, 480, 569.  
Judiciary system : originally for life, 
207 ; changed in Michigan in I 823, 
4 1 0 ; under State Constitutions, 463, 
469, 480, 5 2 1 ,  522, 5 23. 
Jung, and Jungman, Moravian mission­
aries, 1 84. 
Jurisprudence, French system of, pre­
served by Quebec Act, I 53 ; abolish­
ed in Upper Canada, 1 93 ; in Mich­
igan, 262. 
King's proclamation after conquest of 
Canada, 1 32. 
Kinzi e, J ohn, of Chicago, at massacre, 
293 ; i ll-treated by Proctor, 354 
Kishkaukon, Saginaw chief, trouble­
some, 3 76 ; charged with murder, 
and poisons himself, 4 16 ; County, 
5 1 9.  
Knaggs, Captain J ames, recognizes 
Tecumseh, 3 72.  
Kundig, Rev. Martin, appropriation to, 
494· 
La Huntan, Baron de, 4, 6 ;  commands 
� ort St. Joseph, 46 ; destroys and 
evacuates it, 49. 
Lakes, necessary ways, 58. 
La Marque, Detroit monopolist, 86. 
La Mothe, Captain, captured at Vin-
cennes, 1 7 7 .  
La Motte Cadillac, (see Cadillac). 
Land ffice, 5 1 3, 533 · 
596
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Lands: at Detroit, of good quality,
86; granted by Cadillac, 71; by
Governor and Intendant, 90, 91 ;
titles confirmed, 231, 243; invalid
grants, 139, 170, 178, 231 ; bounty
lands not located, and why, 379-3^°;
first sales by United States in 1818,
395 ; school and University grants,
220, 230, 481 ; other grants, 482,
513; fraudulent surveys, 519; sur-
vey system, 527.
Langlade, French trader at Mackinaw :
Henry concealed in his house after
massacre, 121 ; sent out by DePeys-
ter with Indians, 174.
Lansing, capital removed to, 533
Lamed, Charles, Attorney General,
440 ; died of cholera, ib.
La Salle, Robert Cavelier, Sieur de, 4,
21; sent out to explore, 23; en-
nobled, 31 ; prepares for further ad-
ventures, 33 ; builds the Griffin, ib.\
starts for the Mississippi, 35;
reaches the Detroit, 37; reaches
Mackinaw, 38 ; builds fort on the
St. Joseph, 39.
Lasselle, Miss, aids prisoners, 350.
Law school of University. 555.
Legion, Michigan, 321.
Legislative Board of Governor and
Judges, 207, 237.
Legislative Council : created, i ; met
in 1824,412; changed, 1,413,416.
Le Grand, Philip, acts judicially under
military appointment, 141.
Lernoult, Captain (and Major) R. B.,
168 ; attends examination of prison-
ers before Dejean, ib.; builds fort at
Detroit named after him, 178.
Lewis, Colonel William, in battles of
the Raisin, 338-344.
Licenses to sell liquor forbidden, 553.
Lieutenant Governors: under British,
Hamilton, Hay and Smclair, 158,
164, 178; of Upper Canada, Simcoe,
193-
Liquor selling: at Mackinaw, 64; re-
strained by Cadillac, 65 ; by regula-
tions of Detroit merchants, 65, 164;
legislation before surrender of De-
troit, 261 ; by State laws, 553.
Livingston, Lieutenant Governor, of
New York, approves of bushrangers,
16, 52; his schemes against Detroit,
52.
Livre, tournois and parisis, 63,
Loan, Five Million, 494, 496-502 ;
loans restricted, 514, 542.
Local government : unknown to French
colonists, 77, 171 ; not provided for
under Hull's administration, 262 ;
views of General Cass on, 392, 413.
Lods et ventes, reserved in grants, 91 ;
their amount, 98.
Longueuil, Chevalier de, Commander
at Detroit, 93, 100 ; decorated with
Cross of St. Louis, 100.
Lottery, authorized for public purposes,
241.
Louisiana : did not include Michigan,
8 ; Cadillac made Governor of, 76.
Louis XIV., ambitious of territory, 20.
Lucas, LaSalle's pilot, 35.
Lucas, Robert, Governor of Ohio, m-
volved in boundary disputes, 445,
447-
Lusigny, leader of bushrangers, 40.
Lyon, Lucius, delegate to Congress,
399 ; Senator, 469.
M
McArthur, Colonel (and General)
Duncan : commands regiment in
Hull's army, 273 ; advises him of
impending war, 276 ; makes foray
up the Thames, 279 ; detached with
Cass before surrender, 297; in com-
mand at Detroit, 370; raid through
Canada, 373.
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596 I N D E X. . 
Lands : at Detroit ,  of good quality, 
86 ; granted by Cadillac, 7 I ; by 
Governor and Intendant, 90, 9 1  ; 
titles con firmed, 23 I ,  243 ; inval id 
grants, I 39, I 70, 1 78, 23 I ; bounty 
lands not located, and why, 379-380 ; 
first sales by United States in 1 8 1 8, 
395 ; school and University grants, 
220, 230, 48 1 ; other grants, 482, 
5 1 3 ; fraudulent surveys, 5 19 ; sur­
vey system, 527 .  
Langlade, French trader at  Mackinaw : 
Henry concealed in his house after 
massacre, 1 2 1 ; sent out by DePeys­
ter with Indians, 1 74· 
Lansing, capital removed to, 533 . 
Larned, Charles, A ttorney General , 
440 ; d ied of cholera, ib. 
La Salle, Robert Cavelier, S ieur de, 4, 
2 I ; sent out to explore, 23 ; en­
nobled, 3 1  ; prepares for further ad­
ventures, 33 ; builds the Griffin, z'b. ;  
starts for  the  Mississippi, 35 ; 
reaches the De troit , 3 7 ; reaches 
Mackinaw, 38 ; builds fort on the 
St. Joseph, 39· 
Lasselle, Miss, aids pri soners, 350. 
Law school of Universi ty. 5 5 5 ·  
Legion, Michigan, 3 2 1 .  
Legislative Board o f  Governor and 
Judges, 207, 23 7 .  
Legislative Council : created, I ; met 
in 1 824, 4 1 2 ; changed, l,  4 1 3, 4 1 6. 
Le Grand, Philip, acts judicial ly  under 
military appointment, 1 4 1 . 
Lernoult, Captain (and Major )  R. B.,  
1 68 ; attends examination of prison­
ers before Dej ean , ib. ; builds fort at 
Detroit named after him, l 78. 
M c A RT H U R, Colonel ( and General ) 
Duncan : commands regiment in 
Hul l 's  army, 273 ; advises him of 
impending war, 276 ; makes foray 
Lewis, Colonel William, in battles of 
the Raisin, 338-344. 
Licenses to sell l iquor forbidden, 553. 
Lieutenant Governors : under British , 
Hamilton, Hay and : Smclair, 1 5 8, 
1 64, 1 78 ;  of Upper Canada, Simcoe, 
1 93 ·  
Liquor selling : at Mackinaw, 64 ; re-
strained by Cadillac, 65 ; by regula­
tions of Detroit merchants, 65, 1 64 ; 
legislation before surrender of De­
troit, 26 c ; by State laws, 5 5 3. 
Livingston, Lieutenant Governor, of 
New York, approves of bush rangers, 
1 6, 52 ; his schemes against Detroit, 
5 2. 
Livre, tournois and parisis, 63. 
Loan, Five Mil lion, 494, 496-502 ; 
loans restricted, 5 14, 542 . 
Local government : unknown to French 
colonists, 7 7 ,  I 7 l ; not provided for 
under Hull's administration, 262 ; 
views of General Cass on, 392 , 4 1 3. 
Lods et ventes, reserved in grants, 9 1  ; 
their amount, 98. 
Longueuil, Chevalier de, Commander 
at Detroit, 93, 100 ; decorated with 
Cross of St. Louis, 1 00. 
Lottery, authorized for public purposes, 
24 1 .  
Louisiana : did not include Michigan, 
8 ; Cadillac made Governor of, 76. 
Louis XIV. ,  ambitious of territory, 20. 
Lucas, LaSalle's pilot, 35 .  
Lucas, Robert, Governor of Ohio, m ­
volved in boundary disputes, 445, 
447 · 
M 
Lusigny, leader of bushrangers, 40. 
Lyon, Lucius, delegate to  Congress, 
399 ; Stnator, 469. 
up the Thames, 279 ; detached with 
Cass before surrender, 297 ; in com ­
mand at Detroit, 3 70 ; raid through 
anada, 373 .  
INDEX
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McClelland, Robert, Governor, 545.
McCracken, Captain Virgin, murdered
at Frenchtown, 346.
McDonell, John, 350.
McDougall, Lieutenant George, goes
with Major Campbell to Pontiac's
camp, 128; escapes, ib.; obtains
grant of Hog Island, 170.
McGregor, Gregor, appointed first
sheriff by Lord Dorchester, 161.
McGregory, Major Patrick, sent on ex-
pedition to Mackinaw, 43 ; captured
by Tonty and his associates, 45.
McKee, Colonel, British Indian agent :
his stores destroyed by Wayne, 195 ;
at Maiden, 257 ; protects inhabitants
of Detroit, 333.
McKeehan, Doctor, sent to attend
prisoners, and captured, 346 ; cruelly
treated, ib.
McKenney, Colonel, accompanies Cass
to Lake Superior, 414.
McKinney, John, defaulting State'
Treasurer, 565.
McKinstry, Colonel David C, opposes
Secretary Mason's appointment, 430.
Macaulay, Zachary, signs protest
against Quebec Act, 158.
Mack, Stephen, an officer of the Le-
gion, 321 ; helps prisoners, 350.
Mackinaw : an early post and mission,
12, 13, 19; position of fort, 12, 48,
112; captured by Indians, 121 ; dif-
ficulties with Major Rogers, 145 ;
fort removed to Island of Michili-
mackinac, 188; captured by British,
285 ; some of its people disloyal,
286 ; failure of attempt to recapture,
. 373 ; restored to United States, 377 ;
extensive business, 407, 410; trouble
with Mormons on Beaver Island, 549.
Mackintosh, Angus, of Detroit, inherits
Moy estates, 136;/.; hospitality, 212.
Macomb, Alexander, merchant : on
committee to regulate liquor sales,
164; obtains grant of Grosse He,
170.
Macomb, Alexander, General, receives
sword of honor, 384.
Macomb, William, helps prisoners,
350-
Macomb County, 388.
Madison, Major, at Battles of French-
town, 338-345.
Madison, President, 324.
Maiden (or Amherstburgh) : built on
American occupation of Michigan,
228 ; why not placed on Bois-blanc
Island, 229 ; centre of Indian trans-
actions, 257; Hull fails to take it,
279, 292, 308, 310; forces from, at
Frenchtown, 337, 340; prisoners
taken there, 345 ; Barclay gathers
his fleet, 366 ; Proctor evacuates and
partially destroys, 369; Harrison
occupies, ib.\ restored to British, 378;
vexatious conduct of officers there, ib.
Manitous, 24.
Manning, Randolph, Chancellor and
Judge, 480, 569.
Mansfield, Captain, at Detroit, 304.
Mansfield, Lord: inconsistency, 132,
156.
Manufactures : opposed by English,
106; encouraged by French, ib.; ex-
tension of settlements opposed, as
dangerous to British industry, 138,
151-
Marietta colonists at Detroit, 217.
Marion, Fontaine, shot for acting as
British guide, 46.
Marquette, Father, 13.
Marriages : performed by military
commanders, 179; sanctioned by
Canadian legislation, 204.
Married women, secured in their pro-
perty, 520.
Marston, Isaac, Judge of Supreme
Court, 569,
Martin, George, Chief Justice, 569.
Martial law : kept up after conquest,
under King's proclamation, 132;
under Quebec Act, 158.
Mascoutins, besiege Detroit, 81.
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McClelland, Robert, Governor, 545. 
McCracken, Captain Virgin, murdered 
at Frenchtown, 346. 
McDonell, John, 350. 
McDougall ,  Lieutenant George, goes 
with Maj or Campbell to Pontiac's 
camp, 1 28 ; e.scape , ib. ;  obtains 
grant of Hog Island, l 70. 
McGregor, Gregor, appointed first 
sheriff by Lord Dorchester, 1 6 1 . 
McGregory, Major Patrick, sent on ex­
pedition to Mackinaw, 43 ; captured 
by Tonty and his associates, 45.  
McKee, Colonel, British Indian agent : 
his stores destroyed by W ayne, 195 ; 
at Mal den, 257 ; protects mhabitants 
of Detroit, 333. 
McKeehan, Doctor, sent to attend 
prisoners, and captured, 346 ; cruelly 
treated, ib. 
McKenney, Colonel, accompanies Cass 
to Lake Superior, 4 1 4. 
McKinney, John, defaulting State 
Treasurer, 565. 
McKinstry, Colonel D avid C. ,  opposes 
Secretary Mason's appointment, 430. 
Macaulay, Zachary, signs protest 
against Quebec Act, I 58 .  
Mack, Stephen, an officer of the  Le­
gion, 3 2 1 ; h elps prisoners, 350. 
Mackinaw : an early post and mission, 
1 2, 1 3 ,  1 9 ; position of fort, 1 21 48, 
l l 2 ;  captured by Indians, l 2 l ; dif­
ficulties with Major Rogers, 1 45 ; 
fort removed to Island of Michili­
mackinac, 1 88 ;  captured by British, 
285 ; some of its people disloyal, 
286 ; failure of attempt to recapture, 
3 73 ; restored to United States, 3 7 7 ; 
extensive business, 407, 4 1 0 ; trouble 
with Mormons on Beaver Island, 549 .  
Mackintosh, Angu� , of  Detroit, inherits 
Moy estates, 1 36 n. ; hospitality, 2 1 2. 
Macomb, Alexander, merchant : on 
committee to  regulate liquor sale , 
1 64 ;  obtains grant of Grosse I le ,  
1 70. 
Macomb, Alexander, General, receives 
sword of honor, 384. 
Macomb, Wil liam, help prisoner , 
350. 
Macomb County, 388. 
Madison, Major, at Battles of French­
town, 338-345. 
Madison, President, 324. 
Malden (or Amherst burgh) : built on 
American occupation of Michigan, 
228 ; why not placed on Bois-blanc 
Island, 229 ; centre of Indian trans­
actions, 257 ; Hull fails to take it, 
2 79, 292, 308, 3 I O ;  forces from, at 
Frenchtown, 337, 340 ; prisoners 
taken there, 345 ; Barclay gather 
his fleet, 366 ; Proctor evacuates and 
partially destroys, 369 ; Harrison 
occupies, ib. ; restored to British, 3 78 ; 
vexatious conduct of officers there, £b. 
Mani to us, 24. 
Manning, Randolph, Chancellor and 
Judge, 4 80, 569. 
Mansfield, Captain, at Detroit, 304. 
Mansfield, Lord : inconsistency, 1 32, 
1 56 . 
Manufactures : opposed by English, 
1 06 ; encouraged by French, ib. ; ex­
tension of settlements opposed, as 
dangerous to Bri tish industry, 1 38, 
1 5  I .  
M ariet ta colomsts at Detroit, 2 1 7. 
Marion, Fontaine, shot for acting a 
British guide, 46. 
Marquette, Father, 1 3. 
Marriages : performed by military 
commanders, l 79 ; sanctioned by 
Canadian legislation, 204. 
Married women, ecured in their pro­
pe1ty, 520. 
Mar ton, Isaac, Judge of 'upreme 
Court, 569. 
Martin, George, Chief Ju tice, 569. 
fartial law : kept up after conque�t, 
under King's proclamation, 1 32 ; 
under Quebec Act, I 5 . 
Mascoutins, besiege Detroi t, 8 1 .  
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INDEX
Mason, General John T., Secretary of
Michigan Territory, 428.
Mason, Stevens Thomson, Secretary of
Michigan Territory, before his com-
ing of age, 429'; objections to his
appointment, ib.\ maintains bound-
ary rights of Territory, 446, 448;
superseded by Charles Shaler and
John S. Horner, 465 ; elected Gov-
ernor of the State, ib.^ negotiates
loan, and is cheated, 497-501.
Massacre, planned against Detroit, loi,
123 ; at Mackinaw, 121 ; at Chicago,
295 ; at Frenchtown, 345.
Maumee Rapids : British build fort
there after the Revolution, 195 ;
Wayne defeats Indians there, ib.\
Hull sends vessels to Detroit from,
276; Harrison builds Fort Meigs,
357-
Maurepas, Count, friendly to Canada,
94.
May, James, Judge, 205; aids prison-
ers, 350.
Mechanics, in colony, 34, 62.
Medaminabo, 391.
Medical school at University, 532, 557.
Meigs, Fort, besieged ineffectually,
357, 359-
Meigs, Return J., Governor of Ohio,
286, 357.
Membre, Father Zenobe, accompanies
LaSalle, 34.
Menominie Indians : at Detroit, 82 ;
aid Gorrell, 119, 122; aid British
against Americans at Mackinaw,
373-
Mesnard, Father Rene, missionary on
Lake Superior, 1 1 ; dies at the por-
tage of Keweenaw Point, 12.
Mexican War, 521.
Miami Indians, 294, 295, 363.
Michabou, 95, 547.
Michigan : French dependency, 3, 8 ;
kept back from settlement, 8, 9 ;
early posts and missions, 10 ; sur-
rendered to British, 109; retained
by Great Britain in violation of
treaty, 189 ; attempt to secure its
possession, 198 ; delivered up to
Americans, 197 ; included in Wayne
County of Northwest Territory, 205 ;
represented in Assembly, Chap. IX.
passim ; attached to Indiana, 224 ;
Territory organized, 231 ; its first
administration under Hull, Chap. X.;
no new settlements, 234 ; no lands
in market, 221, 247 ; surrendered to
British, 302 ; under British military
rule, Chap. XII.; promised to the
Prophet, 358-9 ; re-occupied by
Americans, 370 ; refuses to have an
assembly, 391 ; extended to the Mis-
sissippi, 383 ; to the Missouri, 440 ;
prepares for and forms Constitution,
435, 442-4, 462 ; elects State officers
and representative, 463 ; first Leg-
islature, 469; Senators elected, ib.\
admission subjected to conditions,
472 ; rejected by convention, 475 ;
irregular acceptance, 477 ; admitted
into the Union, ib.; adopts new Con-
stitution, 539. ^
Michilimackinac, {see Mackinaw), coun-
ty organized, 388.
Military interference with canal at
Sault Ste. Marie, 502-3.
Militia, organized, 205, 242 ; in War
of 1812, 321.
Miller, Lieutenant Colonel James : in
Hull's army, 273 ; at Battle ot Mon-
guagon, 289, 296 ; brevetted, 329 ;
exchanged for Dacres, 305.
Miller, Oliver W., befriends prisoners,
350-
Miller & Jermain, first ship flour to the
east, 417.
Mills, David, M. P., makes report on
Canadian boundary, 29.
Mills: at Detroit, 74, 216; moulin
banal, 73, 90 ; water mill authorized
by Boishebert, 90; wind mills, 216.
Mines, on Lake Superior, 147, 148.
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-598 I N D E X .  
Mason, General John T. , Secretary of 
Michigan Territory, 428. 
Mason, Stevens Thomson, Secretary of 
Michigan Territory, before his com­
ing of age, 429·; objections to his 
appointment, ib. ; maintains bound­
ary rights of Territory , 446, 448; 
superseded by Charles Shaler and 
John S. Horner, 465 ; elected Gov­
e:mor of the State, ib. ; negotiates 
loan, and is cheated, 497-5or .  
Massacre, planned against Detroi t ,  I O I ,  
I 23 ; a t  Mackinaw, 1 2 1 ; a t  Chicago, 
295 ; at Frenchtown, 345 . 
Maumee Rapids : British build fort 
there after the Revolution, r95 ; 
Wayne defeats Indians there, ib. ; 
Hull sends vessels to Detroit from, 
276 ; Harrison builds Fort Meigs, 
357 .  
Maurepas, Count, friendly to Canada, 
94· 
May, James, Judge, 205 ; aids prison-
ers, 350. 
Mechanics, in colony, 34, 62. 
Medaminabo, 39 1 .  
Medical school a t  University, 532, 5 5 7. 
Meigs, Fort, besi eged ineffectual ly, 
3 5 7, 359. 
Meigs, Return J. ,  Governor of Ohio, 
286, 3 5 7· 
Membre, Father Zenobe, accompanies 
LaSalle, 34. 
Menominie Indians : at Detroit, 82 ; 
aid Gorrell, 1 19, 1 22 ; aid British 
against Americans at Mackinaw, 
373·  
M esnard, Father Rene, missionary on 
Lake Superior, I l ; dies at the por­
tage of Keweenaw Point, 1 2. 
Mexican W ar, 52 1 .  
Mi ami Indians, 294, 295, 363. 
Michabou, 95, 547. 
Mich igan : French dependency, 3, 8 ;  
kept back from settlement, 8, 9 ; 
early posts and missions, 1 0 ;  sur­
rendered to British, 1 09 ; retained 
by Great Britain in violation of 
treaty, I 89 ; attempt to secure its 
possession, 198 ; delivered up to 
Americans, 1 9 7 ; included in  Wayne 
County of Northwest Territory, 205 ; 
represented in  Assembly, Chap. IX.  
passim ; attached to Indiana, 224 ; 
Territory organized, 23 I ; i ts first 
administration under Hull ,  Chap. X . ;  
no new settlements, 234 ; no  lands 
in market, 22 1 ,  247 ; surrendered t o  
British, 302 ; under British military 
rule, Chap . XII . ;  promised to the 
Prophet, 358-9 ; re-occupied by 
Americans, 3 70 ; refuses to have an 
assembly, 39 1 ; extended to the Mis ­
sissippi, 383 ; to the Missouri, 440 ; 
prepares for and forms Constitution, 
435 ,  442-4, 462 ; elects State officers 
and representative, 463 ; first Leg­
isl ature, 469 ; Senators elected, ib. ; 
admission subjected to conditions, 
472 ; rej ected by convention, 475 ; 
irregular acceptance, 477 ; admitted 
into the Union, ib. ; adopts new Con­
stitution, 539. 
Michilimackinac, (see Mackinaw), coun­
ty organized, 388. 
Military interference with canal at 
Sault Ste. Marie, 502-3. 
Militi a, organized, 205, 242 ; in War 
of I 8 1 2, 32 r .  
Miller, Lieutenant Colone] Jam es : in  
Hull's army, 2 73 ; a t  Battle o f  Mon­
guagon, 289, 296 ; brevetted, 329 ; 
exchanged for Dacres, 305 . 
Mi ller, Oliver W . ,  befriends prisoners, 
35o. 
MiJler & Jermain, first ship fl.our to the 
east, 4 1 7. 
Mills, David, M .  P. , makes report on 
Canadian boundary, 29. 
Mills : at Detroit, 74, 2 16 ; moulin 
banal, 73, 90 ; water mill authorized 
by Boishebert, 90 ; wind mi lls, 2 1 6. 
Mines, on Lake Superior, 147, 148. 
INDEX
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Minong Island, disappearance from
maps, 95.
Missions : early, 10, 1 1 ; Huron, at
Bois-blanc, 99 ; removed to Sand-
wich, 103.
Money : current, 262 ; paper, shin-
plasters and dicker, 384, 490-2, 497 ;
scrip, 501.
Monguagon, Battle of, 289, 296.
Monroe County, organized, 383.
Monroe, James, President, visits De-
troit, 383.
Montreal Point, opposite Detroit, 104.
Moore, Thomas, major in Ohio volun-
teers, 274.
Navarre, Robert, deputy of the In-
tendant, 96, 97, 99.
Negroes: retained as slaves, 204, 246;
not restored when fugitives from
Canada, 246; enrolled as militia,
249; peculiar laws concerning, 417.
New France, included Michigan, 8.
Newspapers: none in Canada, 152;
Michigan Essay, 255; Detroit Ga-
zette, 384 ; Michigan Herald, 412.
New York: ceded to England, 29;
controversy with, for western trade,
42.
Nicholas, a Huron chief, plots against
Detroit, 102.
Moravians: Zeisberger and others
brought prisoners to Detroit, 183;
settle at New Gnadenhutten, 184;
abandon it, 187.
Morell, George, Territorial and State
Judge, 435, 480.
Mormons, establish kingdom on Bea-
ver Islands, 549; its fate, 551.
Morrison, Robert, major in Ohio vol-
unteeis, 274.
Muir, Major, British Commander at
Detroit, 349, 353.
Mundy, Edward, first Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, 465.
Munson, J. R., major of Ohio volun-
teers, 274.
N
Noblesse, French citizens belonging to,
212.
Nolan, Detroit monopolist, 88.
Normal School, 532, 543.
iCorthwest Company: opposed to set-
tlements, 257; quarters at the Sault,
402.
Northwest Territory, Chap. IX.
Norvell, John, one of the first Sena-
tors, 469.
Notary, an important officer, 78, 97.
Noyan, Monsieur de. Commander at
Detroit, 93.
o
OcHSVi^EGO or Oswego, a name of
Lake Erie, 57.
Officers : English, disliked by Indians,
175 ; Scottish, more acceptable, 136;
British, at Maiden, exceed their au-
thority, 378, 379.
Ohio: organized as a State, 222; fur-
nishes volunteers for Hull's army,
273 ; operations after Hull's surren-
der. Chap. XII.; boundary dispute
with, 444-463.
Okemos, a nephew of Pontiac, 1 19 ;
roughly handled by American ran-
gers, 364; submits to the United
States, 365.
Ordinance of 1787, 206.
Ordinances of Detroit peculiar, 224,
227.
Oregon resolutions, 520.
Orotoni, a Huron chief, 102.
Osages, aid Dubuisson, 81.
Otsiketa, a name of Lake St. Clair,
2^.
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I N D E X . 599 
Minong Island, disappearance from 
maps, 95.  
Missions : early, 1 0, l l ;  H uron, at 
Bois-bl anc, 99 ; removed to Sand­
wic·h, 1 03 .  
Money : current, 262 ; paper, shin­
plasters and dicker, 384, 490-2, 497 ; 
scrip, 5o r .  
Mone;uagon, Battle of, 289, 296. 
Monroe County, organized, 383. 
Monroe, James, President, visits De-
troit, 383. 
Montreal Point, opposite Detroit, 104. 
Moore, Thomas, major in Ohio volun­
teers, 274. 
NAVARRE, Robert, deputy of the In­
tendant, 96, 9 7, 99. 
Negroes : retained as slaves, 204, 246 ; 
not restored when fugitives from 
Canada, 246 ; enrolled as mil i t ia, 
249 ; pecul iar laws concerning, 4 1 7 . 
New France, included Michigan, 8. 
Newspapers : none in Canada, 1 5 2 ; 
Michigan Essay, 255 ; Detroit Ga­
zette, 384 ; Michigan Herald, 4 1 2. 
New York : ceded to England, 29 ; 
controversy with, for western trade, 
42. 
Nicholas, a H uron chief, plots against 
Detroi t, 102. 
OcHSWEGO or Oswego, a name of 
Lake Erie, 5 7 . 
Officers : English, disliked by Indians, 
1 7 5 ; Scottish, more acceptable, 1 36 ; 
British, at Malden, exceed their au­
thority, 3 78, 379. 
Ohio : organized as a State, 222 ;  fur­
nishes volunteers for Hull 's army, 
273 ; operations after Hull's surren­
der, Chap. X I I . ;  boundary di pute 
with, 444-463. 
Moravians : Zei berger and other 
brought pri soners to Detroi t ,  183 ; 
settle at New nadenhutten, 1 84 ; 
abandon it ,  1 87 .  
Morell, George, Territorial and 'tate 
J udge, 435, 480. 
Mormons, establish kingdom on ea­
ver Islands, 549 ; i ts fate, 55 I .  
Morrison, Robert, major i n  Ohio vol­
unteer , 274. 
Muir, Major, British Commander at 
Detroit, 349, 353 .  
Mundy, Edward, first Lieutenant Gov­
ernor, 465 . 
Munson, J .  R. ,  maj or of Ohio volun­
teers, 2 74. 
N 
0 
Noblesse, French citizens belonging to, 
2 1 2. 
Nolan, Detroit monopolist, 88. 
Normal School, 532, 543 . 
Northwest Company : opposed to set­
t lements, 25 7 ; quarters at the Saul t ,  
402. 
Northwest Territory, Chap. I X .  
Norvel l ,  John, one o f  the  first Sena­
tors, 469. 
Notary, an important officer, 78, 97 .  
N oyan, Monsieur de, Commander a t  
Detroit, 93. 
Okemos, a nephew of Pont iac, I 19 · 
roughly handled by American ran­
gers, 364 ; submit to the Uni ted 
State$, 365 . 
Ord inance of r 787, 206. 
Ordinances of Detroit pec u l i ar, 224, 
227.  
Oregon resolution , 520. 
Orotoni, a Huron chief, 102. 
Osages, aid D ubuisson, 1 .  
Otsiketa, a name o f  Lake St. Clair, 
38. 
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Ottawas: at Mackinaw, 49; at De- | Outagamies, attack Detroit, 8t ; de-
troit, 49, 82 ; raise good crops, 85 ; I feated, 84.
hostile, 363.
Ottawavva, (Lake Huron), 57.
Ouendats, [see Hiirons).
Owen, John, State Treasurer, saves the
State credit, 565.
Packhorses, used for transportation,
390-
Pajot, Commander at Detroit, 93.
Panis or Pawnees, slaves, 113; at De-
troit, ib. note ; woman conceals Henry
at Mackinaw during massacre, 121.
Paris, Treaty of, 113.
Parkman, Francis, 4, 120.
Passing bell, discontinued in cholera
year, 438.
Patriot War, 511.
Pattinson, Richard, obtains Indian
grants, 196; partner in scheme for
acquiring Michigan, 199.
Pean, Hugues, hereditary Town- Major
of Quebec, Commander at Detroit,
91 ; rapacity and punishment, 92.
Pelee, Pointe: Dollier and Galinee
wrecked there, 23.
Perry, Commodore Oliver Hazard,
prepares fleet at Erie, 365 ; defeats
British fleet on Lake Erie, 367 ; acts
as aid to Harrison in Battle of the
Thames, 372.
Phelyppeaux family, 94.
Pierce, John D., Superintendent of
Public Instruction, 481, 513.
Pioneers, usually honest, 15.
Political difficulties introduced, 419-
432.
Pollard, Reverend Richard, befriends
prisoners, 349.
Ponies, numerous in the woods, hardy
and useful, 389.
Pontchartrain, Count, at Quebec, 67 ;
friendly to Cadillac, 70; places
named for him, 95.
Pontchartrain, Fort, built by Cadillac
at Detroit, 54, 59; enlarged, I07.
Pontiac, Chief of the Ottawas : meets
Rogers at Cuyahoga River, 115; his
plots and massacres. Chap. VII.
passim; his sagacity, 257; makes
grants of land, 120, 140.
Population: of Detroit, in 1760, 112;
in 1796, 213; of Territory, 234.
Portage of Keweenaw Point : Mesnard
lost there, 12.
Portage of Saylt Ste. Marie : expense
of transportation, 506, 529.
Porter, Captain, takes possession of
Detroit, 197.
Porter, Augustus S., Senator, 514.
Porter, George B., Territorial Gover-
nor, 429; dies of cholera, 446,
Porter, Peter B., General, 324.
Posts, western, retained by Great Bri-
tain wrongfully, 189.
Potawatamies : aid Dubuisson, 82 ;
raise large crops, 85 ; cede their vil-
lages to Chene and Navarre, 150,
151 ; attack fort on St. Joseph, 120;
hostile to United States, 363.
Potier, Father, missionary among the
Hurons, 99, 103
Powell, William Dummer, first Judge
in Western District, 161.
Pownall, Governor, on French settle-
ments, 17, 108.
Praline, 391.
Printing press: none in Canada, 6;
first introduced in Michigan, 255.
Prisoners : massacred at Frenchtown,
345; ransomed at Detroit. 349; run
the gauntlet at Fort Meigs, 358.
Proctor, Henry, Colonel and General :
assumes command at Maiden, 287 ;
at Detroit, i}) i ; organizes govern-
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600 I N D E X . 
Ottawas : at Mackinaw, 49 ; at De­
troit, 49, 82 ; raise good crops, 85 ; 
hostile, 363. 
Ottawawa, (Lake Huron) ,  5 7. 
Ouendats, (see Hurons). 
PACKHORSES, used for transportation, 
39o. 
Pajot, Commander at Detroit, 93 . 
Panis or Pawnees, slaves, l 1 3 ; at D e­
troi t, ib. note ; woman conceals Henry 
at Mackinaw during massacre, 1 2 1 .  
Paris, Treaty of, l 1 3. 
Parkman, Francis, 4, 1 20. 
Passing bell, discontinued m cholera 
year, 438. 
Patriot War, 5 1  I .  
Pattinson, Richard, obtains Indian 
grants, 1 96 ; partner in scheme for 
acquiring Michigan, 1 99 · 
Pean, H ugues, hereditary Town- Major 
of Quebec, Commander at Detroit, 
9 l ; rapacity and punishment, 92. 
p 
Pelee, Pointe : Dollier and Galinee ' 
wrecked there, 23 . 
Perry, Commodore Oliver Hazard, 
prepares fleet at Erie, 365 ; defeats 
British fleet on Lake Erie, 367 ; acts 
as aid to Harrison in Battle of the 
Thames, 372. 
Phelyppeaux family, 94. 
utagamies, attack Detroit, 8 l ; de­
feated, 84. 
Owen, John, State Treasurer, saves the 
tate credit, 565 .  
Pontiac, Chief of the Ottawas : meet s 
Roger at Cuyahoga River, I I 5 ;  his 
plots and massacres, Chap. V I I .  
passim ; his sagaci ty, 2 5 7 ; makes 
grants of land, 1 20, 1 40. 
Population : of Detroit, i n  l 760, l I 2 ;  
in  l 796, 2 1 3 ; of Territory, 234. 
Portage of Keweenaw Point : Mesnard 
lost there, 1 2. 
Portage of Sa�lt  Ste. Marie : expense 
of transportation, 506, 529. · 
Porter, Captain,  t akes possessi on of 
Detroit, 1 97· 
Porter, Augustus S . ,  Senator, 5 1 4. 
Porter, George B . ,  Territorial Gover­
nor, 429 ; d ies of cholerc:i-, 446. 
Porter, Peter B . ,  General , 324. 
Posts, western, retained by Great Bri­
tain wrongfully ,  1 89 . 
Potawatamies : aid Dubuisson,  82 ; 
raise large crops, 85 ; cede their vi l ­
l ages to Chene and Navarre, 1 50, 
15 l ; attack fort on St. Joseph, I 20 ; 
hosti le  to  United States, 363 . 
Potier, !lather, missionary among the 
H urons, 99, 1 03 Pierce, John D. ,  Superintendent of 
Public I nstruction, 481 ,  5 1 3.  
Pioneers, usually honest, 1 5 . 
1 Powell, Wil liam Dummer, fir t J uclge 
in Western District, l 6 I . 
Political difficult ies introduced, 4 1 9-
432. 
Pollard, Reverend Richard, befriends 
prisoners, 349. 
Ponies, numerous in  the woods, hardy 
and useful, 389. 
Pontchartrain, Count, at Quebec, 67 ; 
friendly to Cadillac, 70 ; places ' 
named for him, 95 .  
Pontchartrain, Fort, bui l t  by Cadillac 
at Detroit, 54, 59 ; enlarged, 1 07.  
Pownall, Governor, on French settle­
ments, 1 7, 1 08. 
Praline, 39 l .  
Printing press : none 111 Canada, 6 ;  
first i ntroduced i n  Michigan, 255 .  
Prisoners : m assacred at Frenchtown, 
345 ; ransomed at Detroit, 349 ; run 
the gauntlet at Fort Meigs, 358. 
Proctor, Henry, Colonel and General : 
assumes command at Malden, 287 ; 
at Detroit, 33 I ; organizes govern-
INDEX
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ment, 332 ; commands at battles of
Frenchtown, 342-345 ; cruelty, 346 ;
forbids ransom of prisoners from In-
dians, 351 ; remonstrated with by
Woodward, 352 ; banishes citizens,
354, 355; moves into Ohio, 357;
repulsed at Fort Meigs, ib.\ cruelty
Q
Quebec Act: passed, 152, 153; op-
posed, 157; not enforced in Western
to prisoners, 358; rebuked by Tc-
cumseh, ib.\ assaults Fort Stephen-
son, 360 ; defeated and retreats, 362 ;
evacuates Maiden, 369 ; insulted by
Tecumseh, tb.\ overtaken and de-
feated by Harrison, 371.
Canada or Michigan, 15S; repealed
as to Upper Canada, 193.
R
Railroads : first chartered, 418;
owned by State, 483, 495 ; sold,
496, 520.
Raisin, River, battles and massacre,
338-345-
Randall, Robert, attempts to bribe
members of Congress to dispose of
Michigan to Detroit company, 199.
Ransom of prisoners : from Indians,
after Frenchtown massacre, 349 ;
forbidden by Proctor, 351.
Ransom, Epaphroditus, Judge, 480 ;
Governor, 537.
Raquette, used in ball-play, 121.
Raymbault, missionary, 11.
Reaume, an early Detroit settler, 88 ;
a Green Bay magistrate of eccentric
jurisdiction, 160.
Rebellion, services of Michigan in,
566.
Recollets, early missionaries, 10.
Records, removed from Detroit to
Quebec, 190.
Recreations of old citizens, 212, 218,
224, 422.
Reed, Ebenezer, 384.
Reform School, 559.
Reid, Duncan, 350.
Removals from office multiplied, 419.
Repentigny, Chevalier (and Marquis)
de, obtains seigneurie, and builds
fort at Sault Ste. Marie, 71, 92, 107;
lost to his family by escheat, 93.
40
Reserves, government : remarks upon
abuses in extending exclusive juris-
diction over them, 507.
Revision of statutes : in 1820, 405 ; in
1827, 417; in 1838, 509; in 1846,
523; forbidden by Constitution, 510,
542.
Revolution, American: did not affect
sentiment in Michigan, 165, 171.
Revolution, French, of 1830 : celebrat-
' ed, 41S.
Reynolds, Doctor, killed at Detroit,
300.
Ribourde, Father Gabriel de la, chief
missionary with LaSalle, 34.
Richard, Father Gabriel : arrives at
Detroit, 204; introduces printing
press, 255 ; delegate to Congress,
398; dies, 440.
Richardie, Father de la, Huron mis-
sionary, loi, 103.
Riflemen, mounted : Johnson's regi-
ment, 363; arrive at Detroit, 371;
break the enemy's lines at the
Thames, ib.
Roads: none before Moravian, 186;
few in Hull's time, 262 ; government
roads, 415.
Robertson, William and David, in
Randall scheme, 199.
Rocheblave, M. de, Commander at
Kaskaskia, 173 ; captured and sent
to Virginia, 174.
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I N D E X .  6 0 1  
ment, 332 ; commands at battles of 
Frenchtown, 342-345 ; cruelty, 346 ; 
forbids ransom of prisoners from In­
dians, 35 I ; remonstrated with by 
Woodward, 352 ; banishes citizens, 
354, 355 ; moves into Ohio, 357 ; 
repulsed at Fort Meigs, ib. ; cruelty 
Q 
QUEBEC AcT : passed, 1 52, 1 53 ; op- I posed, 1 5  7 ; not enforced in W estern 
RAILROADS : first chartered, 
owned by State, 483, 495 ; 
496, 520. 
4 1 8 ;  
sold, 
Raisin, River, battles and massacre, 
338-345. 
Randall, Robert, attempts to bribe 
members of Congress to dispose of 
Michigan to Detroit company, 1 99 .  
Ransom of prisoners : from Indians, 
after Frenchtown massacre, 349 ; 
forbidden by Proctor, 35 1 .  
Ransom, Epaphroditus, Judge, 480 ; 
Governor, 537. 
Raquette, used in ball-play, 1 2 1 .  
Raymbault, missionary, l 1 .  
Reaume, an early Detroit settler, 88 ; 
a Green Bay magistrate of eccentric 
jurisdiction, 1 60. 
Rebellion, services of Michigan in, 
566. 
Recollets, early missionaries, 1 0. 
Records, removed from Detroit to 
Quebec, 1 90.  
Recreations of old ci6zens, 2 1 2, 2 1 8, 
224, 422. 
Reed, Ebenezer, 384. 
Reform School, 559 ·  
Reid, Duncan, 350. 
Removals from office multiplied, 4 19 .  
Repentigny, Chevalier (and Marquis) 
de, obtains seigneurie, and builds 
fort at Sault Ste. Marie, 7 l,  92, 107 ;  
lost to h is  family by escheat, 93. 
40 
R 
to prisoners, 358 ; rebuked by Te­
cumseh, ib. ; assaults Fort Stephen­
son, 360 ; defeated and retreat , 362 ; 
evacuates Malden, 369 ; insulted by 
Tecumseh, tb. ; overtaken and de­
feated by Harrison, 3 7 1 .  
C anada or Michigan, 1 58 ; repealed 
as to Upper C anada, 1 93· 
Reserves, government : remarks upon 
abuses in extending exclusive juris­
diction over them, 507. 
Revision of statutes : in  1 820, 405 ; in 
1 827, 4 1 7 ;  in 1 838, 509 ; in 1 846, 
523 ; forbidden by Consti tution, 5 10, 
542. 
Revolution, American : d id not affect 
sentiment in Michigan, 1 65 , 1 7 1 .  
Revolution, French, of 1 830 : celebrat­
' ed, 4 1 8. 
Reynolds, Doctor, killed at Detroit, 
300. 
Ribourde. Father Gabriel de Ia, chief 
missionary with LaSalle, 34. 
Richard, Father Gabriel : arrives at 
Detroit, 204 ; introduce printing 
press, 255 ; delegate to Congress, 
398 ; dies, 440. 
Richardie, Father de la, Huron mis­
sionary, 1 0 1 ,  1 03. 
Riflemen, mounted : Johnson's regi­
ment, 363 ; arrive at Detroit, 3 7 1 ; 
break the enemy's line at the 
Thames, ib. 
Roads : none before Moravian, 1 6 ;  
few in Hull's time, 262 ; government 
roads, 4 1 5 . 
Robertson, Will iam and David, 1 11 
Randall scheme, 1 99. 
Rocheblave, M. de, Commander at 
Kaskaskia, 1 73 ; captured and sent 
to Virginia, 1 74. 
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INDEX
Rogers, Major Robert : takes posses-
sion of Detroit, 109 ; in Pontiac
war, 129 ; frauds at Mackinaw, and
subsequent career, 145.
Rosalie, Fort, 95.
Roseboom, a New York trader : sent
to Mackinaw by Governor Dongan,
44 ; captured by Durantaye, 45.
Rotflre, lands at Detroit held in, 91.
Roundhead, Wyandot chief, 334, 340,
342.
Rowland, Captain (and Major) Thomas:
refuses to submit to Hull's surren-
der, 305 ; a gentleman of literary
tastes, 422.
Royal Americans, (60th Regiment), at
Detroit, 109.
Ruland, Israel, imprisoned and ban-
ished by Proctor, 347, 354.
Sabrevois, Commander at Detroit, 93,
94.
Sacs or Sakis : at Detroit, 82 ; befriend
Etherington, 119; in Black Hawk
war, 435-6.
Sager, Dr. Abram, on geological sur-
vey, 488.
Saghinan or Saginaw, 9.
Sahiquage or Sweege, a name of Lake
Erie, 57.
St. Anne's Church, Detroit, 81, 204,
255» 3^1, 398.
St. Clair, General Arthur, Governor of
Northwest Territory, 210, 220.
vSt. Clair, Arthur, (son of Governor),
Attorney General, 210; honored
above his comrades, ib.
Ste. Claire, Lake, named by LaSalle,
38 ; various names, ib.
St. Esprit, mission at Chegoimegon,
12.
St. George, Colonel, at Maiden, 278.
St. Ignace, the old mission of Mack-
inaw, 12.
St. Joseph, of Lake Michigan, Fort :
built by LaSalle, 39 ; removed in-
land, 40; captured in Pontiac war,
120.
St. Joseph, Fort, on St. Clair River:
built by DuLuth, 43; commanded
by La Hontan, 46 ; destroyed and
abandoned, 49.
St. Lusson, holds council at Sault Ste.
Marie, 21.
St. Ours, Desch'aillons de, at Detroit,
93-
Salaries, under State Constitution, 544,
577.
Salieres (Carignan) Regiment, 26.
Salt manufacture, 573.
Sargent, Winthrop, Secretary and act-
ing Governor of Northwest Terri-
tory, at Detroit, 197 ; organizes civil
and military affairs, and establishes
Wayne County, 205.
Sastaretsi, the great Huron chief, taken
to Quebec, and dies, 10 1.
Sault de Ste. Marie: early mission, 10,
19; St. Lusson holds council, 2i ;
seigneurie granted to Repentigny,
71, 92, 107; visited by Henry, iii ;
British sympathizers, 201, 283, 286,
402 ; Cass makes treaty there, 404 ;
ship canal interrupted by troops,
502; built, 546.
Sawyer, Franklin, Superintendent of
Public Instruction, 440, 513.
Scalps, reward for, 177.
Schieffiin, Jonathan : captured at Vin-
cennes and sent to Virginia, 177 ; in-
terested in Randall scheme, 199; re-
tains British allegiance, 200; obtains
large Indian grants, 196, 201 ; repre-
sents Wayne County in Assembly,
223 ; spirited conduct at Chillicothe,
ib.
Schools : early founded in Detroit,
254-6 ; grants for, 220, 230 ; system
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602 I N D E X .  
Rogers, Major Robert : takes posses­
sion of Detroit, 109 ; in Pontiac 
war, 1 29 ;  frauds at Mackinaw, and 
subsequent career, 1 4 5 ·  
Rosalie, Fort, 95 . 
Roseboom, a New York trader : sent 
to Mackinaw by Governor Dongan, 
44 ; captured by Durantaye, 45. 
Roture, lands at Detroit held in, 9 1 .  
SABREV01s, Commander at Detroit, 93, 
94. 
Sacs or Sakis : at Detroit, 82 ; befriend 
Etherington, l 1 9 ; in Black · Hawk 
war, 435-6. 
Sager, Dr. Abram, on geological sur­
vey, 488. 
Saghinan or Saginaw, 9. 
Sahiquage or Sweege, a name of Lake 
Erie, 5 7. 
St.  Anne's Church, Detroit ,  8 1 ,  204, 
255 ,  387, 398. 
St. Clair, General Arthur, Governor of 
Northwest Territory, 2 1 0, 220. 
St. Clair, Arthur, ( son of Governor) ,  
Attorney General, 2 1 0 ; honored 
above his comrades, ib. 
Ste. Claire, Lake, named by LaSalle, 
38 ; various names, ib. 
St. Esprit, mission at Chegoimegon, 
1 2. 
St. George, Colonel, at Malden, 278. 
St. Ignace, the old mission of Mack­
inaw, 1 2. 
St. Joseph, of Lake Michigan, Fort : 
built by LaSal le, 39 ; removed in­
land, 40 ; captured in Pontiac war, 
1 20. 
St. J oseph, Fort, on St. Clair River : 
built by DuLuth, 43 ; commanded 
by La Hontan, 46 ; destroyed and 
abandoned, 49. 
St. Lusson, hol�s council at S ault Ste. 
Marie, 2 1 . 
s 
Roundhead, Wyandot chief, 334, 340, 
342. 
Rowland, Captain (and Major) Thomas: 
refuses to submit to  Hull 's surren­
der, 305 ; a gentleman of literary 
tastes, 422. 
Royal Americans, ( 6oth Regiment), at 
Detroit, l 09. 
Ruland, Israel, imprisoned and ban­
ished by Proctor, 347, 354. 
St. Ours, Desdiai l lons de, at Detroit ,  
93· 
Salaries, under State Constitution, 544, 
5 7 7. 
Salieres (Carignan) Regiment, 26. 
Salt manufacture, 5 73. 
Sargent, Winthrop, Secretary and act­
ing Governor of Northwe�t Terri ­
tory, at Detroit, 1 97 ; organizes civi l 
and military affairs, and establ ishes 
W ayne County, 205 . 
Sastaretsi, the great Huron chief, taken 
to Quebec, and dies, I O I .  . Sault d e  Ste. Marie : early mission, 10,  
1 9 ; St. Lusson holds council, 2 1 ; 
seigneurie granted to  Repentigny, 
7 l , 92, 107 ; visited by Henry, I I  I ; 
British sympathizers, 20 1 ,  283, 286, 
402 ; Cass makes treaty there, 404 ; 
ship canal interrupted by troops, 
502 ; built, 546. 
Sawyer, Franklin, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, 440, 5 1 3 .  
Scalps, reward for, 1 77. 
Schieffiin, Jonathan : captured at Vin­
cennes and sent to  Virginia, 1 7 7 ; in­
terested in Randall scheme, 199 ; re­
tains British allegiance, 200 ; obtains 
l arge Indian grants, 1 96, 20 1 ; repre­
sents Wayne County in Assembly, 
223 ; spirited conduct at Chillicothe, 
ib. 
Schools : early founded in  Detroit, 
254-6 ; grants for, 220, 230 ; system 
INDEX
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adopted, 416, 481; Normal, 532;
Reform, 559.
Schoolcraft, Henry R.: on Cass's first
expedition, 400; historical writer,
422.
Scott, Dr. William McDowell, 354;
abused by Proctor, ib.
Scott, Miss, befriends prisoners, 350.
Scottish officers and merchants, liked
by Indians, 136.
Search of American vessels at Maiden,
379-
Sedgwick, Theodore, exposes Randall
and Whitney, 199.
Seigneuries : only two in Michigan,
71-
Senecas : expedition against, * 46 ;
friendly to United States, 260.
Servants at Detroit, praised by Judge
Burnet, 113 «
Settlements : opposed by Jesuits, fur
companies and British Ministry, 19,
20, 150, 170, 172; favored by Beau-
harnois, Galissonni^re and Vau-
dreuil, 89, 105, 107 ; in Michigan,
largely from other States, 426
Shaler, Charles, declines the office of
Secretary, 465.
Shawanoes, in part join Tecumseh and
the Prophet, 258-9 ; partly friendly
to the United States, 26c.
Shea, Dr. John G., 30.
Shelby, Governor Isaac : patriotic ser-
vices, 363 ; leads Kentucky volun-
teers, ib.\ his pony at Maiden, 370;
commands army after the Battle of
the Thames, 372; fort named after
him, 374.
Sheldon, John P.: editor of Gazette,
384; Secretary of Council, 412;
tried for contempt, 417.
Shinplaster currency, 384-5.
Shipp, Lieutenant, at Fort Stephenson,
360.
Short, Lieutenant Colonel (British),
killed at Fort Stephenson, 360.
Shipping, at Detroit, in 1796, 215.
Sibley, Lieutenant, killed at Detroit,
300.
Sibley, Solomon : first American set-
tler in Michigan, 217; delegate to
Assembly, 219 ; member of Council,
222 ; meeting with Lewis Cass, 218 ;
Supreme Court Judge, 217, 411 ; de-
legate to Congress, 398.
Sieges of Detroit, 81, 123-130.
Silver, discovered on Lake Superior,
148.
Simcoe, John Graves, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Upper Canada, 193 ; suc-
ceeds Rogers in command of Queen's
Rangers, 194; builds fort on Mau-
mee, 195 ; cajoles Hull, 270.
Sinclair, Patrick, Lieutenant Governor,
178; at Mackinaw, 188; removes
fort to Island of Michilimackinac, ib.
Slavery, not to be extended, 539.
Slaves, in Canada and Michigan, 113,
204, 246.
Smart, Robert, 350, 356.
Smith, Thomas, appointed clerk by
Lord Dorchester, 161 ; killed at
Maumee, ib.
Smythe, Richard, cavalry officer at De-
troit, 321.
Snelling, Colonel Josiah, of Miller's
regiment, 297, 299, 300, 319.
Social life in Detroit, 202, 211, 218,
225, 254, 420.
Solar compass, 527.
South Sea expeditions, 21.
Springwells, or Bellefontaine : Hull's
camping ground, 277 ; Brock crosses
there, 300 ; encampment of soldiers
in Black Hawk war, 278, 440 ; of
"Patriots," 278.
Sproat, Colonel Ebenezer, 218.
Squaws, defeat Indians at foot-ball,
210.
State House at Lansing, 575.
State Library, under lady librarian, 576.
Statutes: revised in 1820, 405; 1827,
417; 1838,509; 1846,523; Com-
piled, 1857, 542; 1872, 542.
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I N D E X .  603 
adopted, 4 16, 48 1 ; Normal, 532 ; 
Reform, 559. 
Schoolcraft, Henry R.:  on Cass's first 
expedi tion, 400 ; historical writer, 
422. 
Scott, Dr. William McDowell, 354 ; 
abused by Proctor, ib. 
Scott, Miss, befriends prisoners, 350. 
Scottish officers and merchants, l iked 
by Indians, 136. 
Search of American vessels at Malden, 
3 79· 
Sedgwick, Theodore, exposes Randall 
and Whitney, 1 99· 
Seigneuries : only two in Michigan, 
7 1 .  
Senecas : expedition against, • 46 ; 
friendly to United States, 260. 
Servants at Detroit, praised by Judge 
Burnet, I 1 3  n 
Settlements : opposed by Jesuits, fur 
companies and British Ministry; 1 9, 
20, I 50, l 70, l 72 ; favored by Beau­
harnois, Galissonniere and Vau­
dreuil, 89, 105, 107 ; in Michigan, 
largely from other States, 426 
Shaler, Charles, declines the office of 
Secretary, 465 . 
Shawanoes, in part join Tecumseh and 
�he Prophet, 258-9 ; partly friendly 
to the United States, 26c , 
Shea, Dr. John G., 30. 
Shelby, Governor Isaac : patriotic ser­
vices, 363 ; leads Kentucky volun­
teers, ib.; his pony at Malden, 3 70 ;  
commands army after the Battle of 
the Thames, 372 ; fort named after 
him, 374. 
Sheldon, John P. : editor of Gazette, 
384 ; Secretary of Council, 4 1 2 ; 
tried for contempt, 4 1 7. 
Shinplaster currency, 384-5. 
Shipp, Lieutenant , at Fort Stephenson, 
360. 
Short, Lieutenant Colonel (British) ,  
killed at Fort Stephen�on, 360. 
Shipping, at Detroit, in 1 796, 2 1 5 . 
Sibley, Lieutenant, killed at Detroit ,  
300. 
' ibley, Solomon : first American set­
tler in Michigan, 2 1 7 ; delegate to 
Assembly, 2 1 9 ; member of Council, 
222 ; meeting with Lewis Cass, 2 1 8 ; 
Snpreme Court Judge, 2 1 7, 4 1 1 ; de­
legate to Congress, 398. 
Si eges of Detroit, 8 1 ,  1 23-1 30. 
Silver, discov�red on Lake Superior, 
148. 
S imcoe, John Graves, Lieutenant Gov­
ernor of Upper C anada, 193 ; suc ­
ceeds Rogers in command of Queen's 
Rangers, 1 94 ; builds fort on Mau ­
mee, 1 95 ; cajoles H ull ,  270. 
Sinclafr, Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, 
1 78 ;  at Mackinaw, 1 88 ; removes 
fort to Island of Michilimackinac, ib. 
Slavery, not to be extended, 539. 
Slaves, in Canada and Michigan, I 1 3, 
204, 246. 
Smart, Robert, 350, 356. 
Smith, Thomas, appointed clerk by 
I Lord Dorchester, 1 6 1  ; kil led at 
Maumee, ib. 
Smythe, Richard, cavalry officer at De­
troit, 3 2 1 .  
Snel ling, Colonel Josiah, o f  Miller's 
regiment, 297, 299, 300, 3 1 9. 
Social l ife in Detroit, 202, 2 I I , 2 1 8, 
225, 254, 420. 
Solar compass, 527.  
South Sea expeditions, 2 1 .  
Springwells, or Bellefontaine : Hull's 
camping ground, 277 ; Brock crosses 
there, 300 ; encampment of soldiers 
in Black Hawk war, 278, 440 ; of 
" Patriots," 278. 
Sproat, Colonel Ebenezer, 2 1 8. 
Squaws, defeat Indians at foot-ball, 
2 1 0. 
State House at Lansing, 5 7 5 .  
State Library, under lady librarian, 5 76. 
Statutes : revised in 1 820, 405 ; 1 827,  
4 1 7 ;  1 838, 509 ; 1 846, 523 ; Com­
piled, I 8 5 7, 542 ; I 872, 542. 
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INDEX.
Steamboat Walk-in-the-Water, first on
Lake Erie, 395.
Stephenson, Fort, defended by Major
Cioghan, 360.
Stuart, Charles E , Senator, 569.
Strang, James J., King of the Mor-
mons, 549.
Superior, Lake : early missions on, 10,
II ; visited by Alexander Henry, 147;
by Cass, 404, 414; surveys on, 527;
mining, 148, 529 ; first steamboat
on, 529.
Sweege, Lake, (Erie), 57.
Symmes, Judge John Cleves, at De-
troit, 210.
Symmes, Captain John Cleves : curi-
ous theory concerning the interior of
the earth, — " Symmes's Hole," 396
Tabellion : nature of his office, 97.
Talon, Intendant, sends out expedi-
tions, 21, 29.
Tanner, John, captive among Indians
— dangerous character, 415.
Taochiarontiong, same as Atiochiaron-
tiong.
Tappan, Dr. Henry P., President of
the University, 554.
Tarhee (the Crane), Wyandot chief,
joins Harrison, 362.
Taxes: laid by Commander at De-
troit, 140; how levied in Territory,
262.
Taychatin, chief, goes to Quebec with
Bellestre, and dies, loi.
Taylor, Zachary, defeats Indians in
Black Hawk war, 436.
Tecumseh, Chief of the Shawanoes:
incites the Indians to war, 258; af-
ter defeat at Tippecanoe goes to
Maiden, 260; humanity at Fort
Meigs, 358; at Bois-blanc during
Battle of Lake Erie, 369; insults
Proctor for cowardice, zA; killed at
the Thames, 371-2.
Teganissorens, Chief of the Iroquois,
55-
Tenney, Mrs. H. A , State Librarian,
576.
Tenures of lands, in Cadillac's seig-
neurie, 72; of Royal grants, 91 ;
of lands in fort, 97.
Teuchsa Grondie, {see Atiochiaronti-
ong).
Texas annexation favored, 520,
Thames, Battle of the, 371.
Thomas (or Tomaw), Menominie chief,
373, 401-2.
Tippecanoe, Battle of, 260.
Tob'acco, exported from Detroit, 417.
Toledo war, 447.
Tonty, Chevalier Henry de, LaSalle's
companion, 32 ; in Seneca cam-
paign, 44.
Tonty, the younger, Commander at
Detroit, 80 ; grasping and arrogant,
87.
Tories, granted lands in Canada, 194
Townships, first organized, 413.
Tracy, Marquis de. Viceroy, 26; his
Iroquois campaign, 27.
Trade: restricted, 15, 25,32; western,
coveted by English, 42 ; licenses, 25,
69 ; monopoly at Detroit, 87 ; open
after conquest, 116.
Traders: at Detroit, 136, 212, 215,
228 ; at Sault and Green Bay, hostile
to the United States, 228, 283, 286.
Trading houses, government, 229, 406.
Treaty, of Paris, 113; Jay's, 196, 198,
204.
Trimble, Major William A., of Ohio
volunteers, 274.
Trowbridge, Charles C, iv.; with ex-
pedition of 1820, 401 ; collects his-
tory, 422.
Trumbull, Judge John, author of Mc-
Fingal, 434.
Turnbull, Captain George, vindicates
Cuillerier, 125 ; establishes courts,
141.
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Steamboat Walk-in -the- Water, first on 
Lake Erie, 395. 
Sttphenson, Fort, defended by Major 
Croghan, 360. 
Stuart, Charles E , Senator, 5 69. 
Strang, James J., King of the Mor­
mons, 549. 
Superior, Lake : early missions on, 1 0, 
1 1  ; visited by Alexander Henry, I47 ;  
T ABELL I O N  : nature of his office, 97 .  
Talon, Intendant, sends out  expedi­
t ions, 2 I ,  29. 
Tanner, John, captive among Indians 
-dangerous character, 4 I 5 . 
Taochiarontiong, same as Atiochiaron­
tiong. 
Tappan, Dr. Henry P., President of 
the University, 554· 
Tarhee (the Crane), Wyandot chief, 
joins Harrison, 362. 
Taxes : laid by Commander at De­
troit, I40 ; how levied in Territory, 
262. 
Taychatin, chief, goes to Quebec with 
Bellestre, and dies, I O I .  
Taylor, Zachary, defeats Indians i n  
Black Hawk war, 436. 
Tecumseh, Chief of the Shawanoes : 
incites the Indians to war, 2 5 8 ; af­
ter defeat at Tippecanoe goes to 
Malden, 260 ; humanity at Fort 
Meigs, 3s8 ; at Bois-blanc during 
Battle of Lake Erie, 369 ; insults 
Proctor for cowardice, ib. ; kil led at 
the Thames, 3 7 1-2 .  
Teganissorens, Chief of the  Iroquois, 
S S · 
Tenney, Mrs. H .  A ,  State Librarian, 
5 76 .  
Tenures o f  lands, in Cadillac's seig-
neurie, 72 ; of Royal grants, 9 I ; 
of lands in fort, 97.  
Teuchsa Grondie, (see Atioclu'aronti­
oug) . 
Texas annexation favored, 520. 
T 
by Cass, 404, 4 14 ; surveys on, 527 ; 
mining, I 48, 529 ; first steamboat 
on, 529. 
Sweege, Lake, ( Erie), 57 .  
Symmes, Judge John Cleves, at  De­
troit, 2 IO. 
Symmes, Captain John C leves : curi­
ous theory concerning the interior of 
the earth,-" Symmes's Hole," 396 
Thames, Battle of the, 3 7 1 .  
Thomas (or Tomaw ) ,  Menominie chief, 
3 73,  40I-2. 
Tippecanoe, Battle of, 26o. 
Tobacco, exported from Detroit, 4 1 7. 
Toledo war, 447 . 
Tonty, Chevalier Henry de, LaSalle's 
companion, 32 ; in  Seneca cam­
paign, 44. 
Tonty, the younger, Commander at 
Detroit, 80 ; grasping and arrogant, 
87. 
Tories, granted lands in Canada, I 94 · 
Townships, first organized, 4 I 3 .  
Tracy, Marquis de, Viceroy, 26 ; his 
Iroquois campaign, 27.  
Trade : restricted, I S , 25, 32 ; western, 
coveted by English, 42 ; licenses, 25, 
69 ; monopoly at Detroit, 87 ; open 
after conquest, I I 6. 
Traders : at Detroit, I 36, 2 I 2, 2 I 5, 
228 ; at Sault and Green Bay, hostile 
to the United States, 228, 283, 286. 
Trading houses, government, 229, 406. 
Treaty, of Paris, I 1 3 ; Jay's, I 96, I98, 
204. 
Trimble, M ajor William A. ,  of Ohio 
volunteers, 274. 
Trowbridge, Charles C. ,  iv. ; with ex­
pedition of I 820, 40 I ; collects his­
tory, 422. 
Trumbull, J uclge John, author of Mc­
Fingal, 434. 
Turnbul l, Captain George, vindicates 
Cuillerier, 1 25 ; establ ishes courts, 
1 4 1 .  
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u
University: founded, 385 ; reorgan-
ized in 1822, 407; by Constitution
of 1835, 481 ; law and medical de-
partments, 532, 555 ; by Constitution
of 1850, 543, 554.
Upper Peninsula, 526, 546, 554, 570.
V
Van Buren, Martin, Judge Advocate
on Hull's trial, 306.
Van Home, Thomas B., major of Ohio
regiment, 274; at Battle of Browns-
town, 287, 289.
Vaudreuil, Philip de Rigaud, Marquis
de, favors brandy trade, 85.
Vaudreuil, Pierre de Rigaud, Marquis
de, furthers settlement of Detroit,
107.
Vincennes, Sieur de : gallant conduct,
82.
Vincennes, town and fort, captured by
Clark, 176.
W
Wabishkindibe, name of Henry Con-
nor, 131, 187.
Walk-in-the-Water, first steamboat on
Lake Erie, 395, 400.
Walk-in-the-Water, Wyandot chief,
289, 336, 340, 372-3-
Walker, Hon. Charles I., iv., 555, 561.
War of 1 81 2, Chaps. XI. and XII.
War Department, Chap. XI. passim.
Washington's views on the retention of
western posts, 189.
Water ways, the only roads, 58.
Wawatam, an Indian chief, saves Al-
exander Henry, 121.
Wawyachtenok (Waweatanong), old
name of Detroit, 51, 56, 57.
Wayne, General Anthony : campaign,
195; visits Detroit, 197; death and
preservation of his body, ib.
Wayne County : established, 205 ; dis-
franchised on organization of Ohio,
223-4; re-organized, 382.
Weld, Isaac, describes Detroit, 213.
Wendat, or Wyandot, {see Huron).
Wells, Captain William, killed at Chi-
cago, 294-5.
Wells, Colonel, at Frenchtown, 341.
Wells, Ensign, murdered at French-
town, 346.
Wells, Professor, 555.
Wheat: introduced by Cadillac, 74;
raised many years on same land, 86.
Whipping-post, 405.
Whipple, Commodore, 218.
Whipple, Major John, 250.
Whipple, Judge Charles W., 250.
Whistler, Major John, at Detroit, si-
lences British battery, 297.
White River, English to be kept from,
99, 100, 104.
Whiting, General Henry, 395, 422.
Whitney, Charles, plots with Randall
and others to obtain title to Michi-
gan, 199.
Wild-cat banks, 490.
Willcox, General O. B., 564, 566.
Wilkins, Ross, Judge : appointed, 435 ;
first United States District Judge,
475-
Winchester, General, 337 ; disasters at
Frenchtown, 335-346.
Windmills, 216.
Wing, Austin E., delegate to Congress,
399-
Winimeg, Indian chief, carries message
to Chicago, 293.
Wisconsin, annexed to Michigan, 383 ;
made Territory, 443.
Wisner, Moses, Governor, 545, 563.
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u 
UN lVERSITY : founded, 385 ; reorgan- 1 partments, 532, 5 5 5 ; by Constitution 
ized in 1 822, 407 ;  by Constitution of 1 850, 543, 554. 
of 1835, 48 1 ; l aw and medical de- Upper Peninsula, 526, 546, 554, 570. 
VAN BUREN, Martin, Judge Advocate 
on Hull's trial, 306. 
Van Horne, Thomas B., major of Ohio 
regiment, 274 ; at Battle of Browns­
town, 287, 289. 
Vaudreuil, Philip de Rigaud, Marquis 
de, favors brandy trade, 85. 
v 
Vaudreu il, Pierre de Rigaud, Marquis 
de, furthers settlement of Detroit, 
107. 
Vincennes, S ieur de : gallant conduct, 
82. 
Vincennes, town and fort, captured by 
Clark, 1 76. 
w 
W ABISHKI N DIBE, name of Henry Con­
nor, 13 1 ,  1 87 .  
Walk-in-the-V·l ater, first steamboat on 
Lake Erie, 395,  400. 
Walk-in-the-Water, Wyandot chief, 
289, 336, 340, 3 72-3. 
Walker, Hon. Charles I . ,  iv., 5 55 ,  56 1 .  
War of 1 8 1 2, Chaps. XI. and X I I . 
War Department, Chap. XI.  passim. 
Washington's views on the retention of 
western posts, l 89. 
Water ways, the only roads, 58 .  
Wawatam, an Indian chief, saves Al­
exander Henry, 1 2 1 .  
vVawyachtenok (Waweatanong), old 
name of Detroit, 5 1 , 56, 5 7 · 
Wayne, General Anthony : campaign, 
195 ; visits Detroit, 1 9 7 ; death and 
preservation of his body, ib. 
Wayne County : establ ished, 205 ; dis­
franchised on organization of 0 hio, 
223-4 ; re-organized, 382. 
Weld, Isaac, describes Detroit, 2 1 3 . 
Wendat, or Wyandot, ( see Huron) . 
W ells, Captain W ill iam, killed at Chi-
cago, 294-5. 
Wel ls, Colonel, at Frenchtown, 34 1 .  
Wells, Ensign, murdered at French­
town, 346. 
Wells, Profe sor, 555 .  
W heat : introduced by Cadillac, 74 ; 
raised many years on same land, 86. 
Whipping-post, 405. 
Whipple, Commodore, 2 1 8. 
Whipple, Major John, 250. 
Whipple, Judge Charles W., 250. 
Whistler, M ajor John, at Detroit, si-
lences British battery, 297. 
White River, English to be kept from, 
99, l oo, I 04. 
Whiting, General Henry, 395, 422. 
Whitney, Charles, plots with Randall 
and others to obtain title to Michi­
gan, 1 99. 
Wild-cat banks, 490. 
Willcox, General 0. B. , 564, 566. 
Wilkins, Ross, Judge : appointed, 435 ; 
first United States D istrict Judge, 
475 ·  
Winchester, General, 337 ; disa ters at 
Frenchtown, 335-346. 
Windmills, 2 1 6. 
Wing, Austin E., delegate to Cqngres , 
399· 
W inimeg, Indian chief, carries message 
to Chicago, 293. 
Wisconsin, annexed to Michigan, 383 ; 
made Territory, 443. 
Wisner, Moses, overnor, 545, 563. 
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INDEX.
Witherell, James, Territorial Judge,
245 ; Major of Legion, 299 ; paroled,
304; Secretary of Territory, 417.
Wolcott, Alexander, 401.
Women admitted to University, 557.
Woodbridge, William, Secretary of
Territory, 376; Judge of Supreme
Court, 417, 435; delegate to Con-
gress, 398; Governor, 514, 536;
Senator, 515, 536,
Woodward, Augustus B., Judge, Chaps.
X., XL, XII. and XIU. passim; le-
gislated out of office, 411.
Woolfolk, Captain, murdered at
Frenchtown, 346.
Wright, John, botanist, 488.
Wyandot, (see Huron).
Wyley, Ann, executed by Dejean, 167.
Zeisberger, David, Moravian missionary, 182.
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606 I N D E X . 
Witherell, James, Territorial Judge, 
245 ; Major of Legion, 299 ; . paroled, 
304 ; Secretary of Territory, 4 1 7 . 
Wolcott, Alexander, 40 1 .  
Women admitted t o  University, 5 57. 
W oodbridge, William, Secretary of 
Territory, 376 ; Judge of Supreme 
Court, 4 1 7, 435 ; delegate to Con­
gress, 398 ; Governor, 5 14, 536 ; 
Senator, 5 1 5 , 536. 
z 
W oodward, Augustus B., Judge, Chaps. 
X., XI . ,  XII .  and XIII .  passlm ; l e­
gislated out of office, 41 1 .  
Woolfolk, Captain, murdered at 
Frenchtown, 346. 
Wright, John, botanist, 488. 
Wyandot, (see Huron). 
Wyley, Ann, executed by Dejean, 1 6 7. 
ZEISBE RGER, David, Moravian missionary, 182. 
